LC Paper No. CB(2)1601/2025

Legislative Council
Bills Committee on Registration of Same-sex Partnerships Bill
Minutes of meeting

Date : Wednesday, 23 July 2025
Time : 9:00am
Venue : Conference Room 3 of the

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance
The attendance of Members, public officers, the Clerk and staff is in Appendix 1.
(The verbatim record of proceedings is in Appendix 2.)
l. Election of Deputy Chairman
Mr Jimmy NG was elected Deputy Chairman of the Bills Committee.
. Meeting with the Administration

2. The Administration briefed the Bills Committee on the Registration of
Same-sex Partnerships Bill (“the Bill”). The Bill sought to establish a regime
for the registration of same-sex partnerships and provide for related matters; and
to make related amendments to certain enactments.

3. The Bills Committee discussed the policy issues relating to the Bill. The
Administration responded to Members’ views and enquiries. Members who
spoke included (in speaking order): Mrs Regina IP, Mr Holden CHOW,
Mr Jimmy NG (Deputy Chairman), Mr Kingsley WONG, Mr Erik YIM,
Mr SHIU Ka-fai, Mr TANG Fei, Ms Nixie LAM, Dr SO Cheung-wing,
Ir Dr LO Wai-kwok, Dr Hoey Simon LEE, Mr Edmund WONG,
Mr Kenneth LEUNG, Mr Vincent CHENG and Mr CHAN Yung (Chairman).

Follow-up actions

4. The Administration was requested to provide supplementary information
on the following issue: according to clause 6 of the Bill, a same-sex partnership
registration would be valid only if all the conditions set out in clause 6(a) to (f)
were met when the same-sex partnership (registration) application was made.
In particular, the condition set out in clause 6(d) was “that there is a valid same-
sex partnership registered outside Hong Kong between the parties”. In this
connection, the Administration was requested to clarify whether the references to
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“registered outside Hong Kong” in the Bill included same-sex marriage
registrations or same-sex civil union registrations completed in foreign consulates
in Hong Kong under the laws of the relevant countries.

5. The Bills Committee agreed to invite written submissions from the public
on the Bill.

6. The Bills Committee would hold its next meeting on Friday, 25 July 2025
from 9:00 am to 10:30 am to commence the clause-by-clause examination of the
Bill.

1. Any other business

7. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 10:36 am.

Council Business Divisions
Legislative Council Secretariat
7 August 2025




Appendix 1

Legislative Council
Bills Committee on Registration of Same-sex Partnerships Bill

Meeting
Date : Wednesday, 23 July 2025
Time : 9:00am
Venue : Conference Room 3 of the

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance
Present (Bills Committee members)

Hon CHAN Yung, SBS, JP (Chairman)

Hon Jimmy NG Wing-ka, SBS, JP (Deputy Chairman)
Hon Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee, GBM, GBS, JP
Ir Dr Hon LO Wai-kwok, GBS, MH, JP

Hon Holden CHOW Ho-ding, JP

Hon SHIU Ka-fai, BBS, JP

Hon Vincent CHENG Wing-shun, BBS, MH, JP
Dr Hon Hoey Simon LEE, MH, JP

Hon Nixie LAM Lam

Hon Kenneth LEUNG Yuk-wai, MH, JP

Hon Edmund WONG Chun-sek

Hon Kingsley WONG Kwok, BBS, JP

Hon TANG Fei, MH

Dr Hon SO Cheung-wing, SBS, JP

Hon Erik YIM Kong, JP

In attendance (Non-Bills Committee members)
Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, GBM, GBS, JP
Dr Hon David LAM Tzit-yuen

Hon SHANG Hailong

Public Officers attending

Agenda item 11

Mr Erick TSANG Kwok-wai, GBS, IDSM, JP
Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs

Mr Raymond SY Kim-cheung, JP
Deputy Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs (1)
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Mr Jacky LUM Kwok-keung
Principal Assistant Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs (4)

Ms Phyllis WONG Hwa-yih
Principal Advisor for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs

Mr Llewellyn MUI Kei-fat, JP
Solicitor General, Department of Justice

Mr William L1U Kwun-wa
Deputy Law Officer (Civil Law) (Civil Litigation)2, Department of Justice

Mr Anderson CHAN Shu-hang
Senior Government Counsel, Department of Justice

Ms Natalie LAM Man-wan
Senior Government Counsel, Department of Justice

Clerk in attendance

Ms Doris LO, Chief Council Secretary (2)1

Staff in attendance

Miss Rachel DA, Senior Assistant Legal Adviser 3
Miss Emily MOK, Assistant Legal Adviser 1

Mr Keith WONG, Senior Council Secretary (2)1
Ms Kiwi NG, Legislative Assistant (2)1



B % 2
Appendix 2

RURARAE R e i o b b R b b A o b e R o b e R R R e R R A

MiEE
(A ERRELHKEHNER) EETES
& o % A

Bills Committee on Registration of Same-sex Partnerships Bill
of the Legislative Council
Verbatim record of meeting

H Hi: 202587H23H(EHZ)

Date: Wednesday, 23 July 2025
BF R : LEFIRFZELI08F3645
Time: 9:00 am to 10:36 am
 F: UEEHEEKXKERRES
Venue: Conference Room 3 of the

Legislative Council Complex
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