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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BRIEF 
 

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance 
(Chapter 359) 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS 

(AMENDMENT) BILL 2025 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 At the meeting of the Executive Council on 17 March 2025, the 
Council ADVISED and the Chief Executive ORDERED that the 
Supplementary Medical Professions (Amendment) Bill 2025 (“the Bill”) at 
Annex A should be introduced into the Legislative Council (“LegCo) to - 
 

(a) rename “supplementary medical professions” (“SMP”) (輔助醫
療業) as “allied health professions” (專職醫療業) to recognise 
their enhanced role in the healthcare system; 

 
(b) revamp the composition of the Supplementary Medical 

Professions Council (“the Council”) and the Boards of individual 
SMPs1 (“the Boards”) and enhance the Council’s supervisory 
roles, in order to rationalise their relationship for the better 
performance of their respective roles and functions; 

 
(c) enable physiotherapists (“PTs”) and occupational therapists 

(“OTs”) to provide services directly to patients without a 
doctor’s referral under specified circumstances;  

 
(d) enable PTs, OTs, radiographers (“RGs”) and medical laboratory 

technologists (“MLTs”) to accept referrals from registered 
Chinese medicine practitioners (“CMPs”) under specified 
circumstances;  

                      
1 SMPs governed by the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance (Cap. 359) (“the SMPO”) 

currently include medical laboratory technologists, occupational therapists, optometrists, 
physiotherapists and radiographers. 
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(e) provide new pathways for admitting qualified non-locally trained 
supplementary medical professionals (“SMProfs”) to practise 
under limited registration (“LR”) in the Hospital Authority 
(“HA”), the Department of Health (“DH”), the Primary 
Healthcare Commission (“PHCC”), The Chinese Medicine 
Hospital of Hong Kong (“CMHHK”), institutes offering SMP 
training programmes, and institutions specified by the Secretary 
for Health (“S for Health”) etc.; 

 
(f) make continuing professional development (“CPD”) a 

mandatory requirement for all SMProfs upon renewal of their 
practising certificates; and 

 
(g) introduce other technical amendments. 

 
 
JUSTIFICATIONS 
 
Renaming of “Supplementary Medical Professions” to “Allied Health 
Professions” 
 
2. Since the enactment of the SMPO in 1980 and the establishment 
of the Council in 1981, the term of “supplementary medical professions” 
(輔助醫療業) has been adopted for more than 40 years.  Considering the 
five professions under the SMPO have been playing more important and 
specialised roles in our healthcare system, there have been views that the 
term “supplementary” are unable to reflect the professional status of SMPs 
in their own right.  Instead, there has been general consensus among SMPs 
to adopt “allied health professions” (專職醫療業 ), a term which is 
commonly used in the healthcare sector including the HA, to reflect their 
important function and enhanced professional status within the healthcare 
system, particularly primary healthcare. 
 
Revamping the Composition of the Council and the Boards 
 
3. Under the SMPO, members of SMPs are regulated by a two-
tiered authority, the Council on the top level and a Board representing each 
of the SMPs at the bottom level.  The Council comprises mainly of lay 
persons tasked with the overall responsibility to promote adequate 
standards of professional practice and conduct among SMPs, and to co-
ordinate and supervise the activities of the Boards.  The Boards, comprised 
mainly of professional members, are tasked to handle registration and 
disciplinary matters concerning members of their profession. 
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4. Over the years there have been substantial changes in the way 
healthcare services are provided by SMPs that require the Council to play 
a stronger supervisory role.  Principal among them are the development of 
primary healthcare where services are delivered by a multi-disciplinary 
team of healthcare professions within community settings rather than by a 
single profession in hospital settings, calling for more inter-disciplinary 
collaboration among practitioners of the SMPs and with other healthcare 
professions.  Meanwhile, there is also the global trend of patient 
empowerment that calls for healthcare regulatory authorities to become 
more accountable to patients and the community as a whole.   
 
5. At present, the composition of the Boards comprises mainly of 
members of the SMP, contributing to nine out of 11 members excluding 
the Chairman appointed from among members of the Council.  The 
remaining two members are registered medical practitioners.2  To bring the 
composition of the Board up to date and increase its public accountability, 
the following changes in the composition are proposed - 
 

(a) to replace the Board Chairman being appointed from members 
of the Council who are not members of SMP with a Chairman 
appointed from among Board members to strengthen the leading 
role of the Board Chairman over its members; 

 
(b) to replace Hong Kong Medical Association by Hong Kong 

Academy of Medicine (“HKAM”) as the nominating authority 
for a registered medical practitioner, given HKAM’s significant 
role in post-registration medical training across all medical 
specialities which have close collaboration with the SMPs.  The 
nominee of HKAM must be a specialist doctor of a specialty 
relevant to the profession of the Board (e.g. pathologists to the 
MLT profession and ophthalmologists to the optometrists 
(“OpT”) profession); 

 
(c) to replace the Hong Kong Branch of the British Medical 

Association with HA as the nominating authority for a registered 
medical practitioner.  The former has not been invited to 

                      
2 According to section 5(1) of the SMPO, each Board comprises of – 
 (a) a Chairman appointed from among the members of the Council, other than a member of SMP; 
 (b) a registered medical practitioner on the nomination of the Hong Kong Medical Association; 
 (c) a registered medical practitioner on the nomination of the Hong Kong Branch of the British 

Medical Association; 
 (d) 1 person specially qualified to advise the board on professional education; and 
 (e) not less than 5 and not more than 8 persons, being members of the relevant profession. 
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nominate any new candidates to fill the seat since 1997.  The 
medical practitioner from HA serving in the Board can facilitate 
the collaboration between the profession with the providers of 
public healthcare services; and 

 
(d) to add two lay members appointed by the Chief Executive (“CE”) 

to increase public accountability of the Board. 
 
A comparison between the existing and proposed composition of the Board 
is set out at Annex B. 
 
6. The composition of the Council comprises of a Chairman, a 
Deputy Chairman, four public officers, three persons nominated by 
universities, five members of SMPs (one for each SMP) and four other 
persons.  The following changes to the composition of the Council are 
proposed – 
 

(a) to specify that the Deputy Chairman of the Council should be 
assumed by a public officer, or a staff member of HA or PHCC, 
to better support the work of the Chairman in leading the 
Council; 

 
(b) to widen the scope of the members of the Council, being public 

officers that were appointed before amendment, to include staff 
of HA and PHCC given their essential role in providing public 
healthcare services; 

 
(c) to replace persons nominated by the University of Hong Kong, 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong and The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University and appointed by CE with three persons 
specially qualified to advise the Council on professional 
education appointed by CE, so as to ensure better representation 
of the institutions providing SMP training; 

 
(d) to add one registered medical practitioner and one registered 

CMP appointed by CE to bring in views of other healthcare 
professions with whom SMPs have close working relationship; 
and 

 
(e) to institutionalise the role of Chairmen of the Boards as ex-

officio members of the Council to facilitate communication and 
co-ordination between the Council and its Boards, by ensuring 
that the views of the Boards can be represented at the Council 
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and the steer of the Council can be conveyed to and followed up 
by the Boards in a more effective manner. 

 
A comparison between the existing and proposed composition of the Board 
is set out at Annex C.  
 
7. The existing relationship of the Council and the Boards under the 
SMPO is one of consultative and collaborative.  For instance, revisions of 
the Codes of Practice (“CoPs”) by the Boards will come into operation six 
months after such revisions are served on the Council.  With the growing 
need for inter-disciplinary collaboration among SMPs and between SMPs 
and other healthcare professions, the Council needs to be more proactive in 
facilitating professional discussions among different professions, 
maintaining consistency in professional standard and driving professional 
development across all five SMPs at a higher level.  To better reflect the 
relationship between the Council and the Boards and for the former to 
better perform its supervisory role, we propose to articulate more clearly in 
the legislation the division of labour between the Council and the Boards, 
including empowering the Council to provide direction to the Boards in 
exercising their statutory functions and to subject any amendment to the 
CoP proposed by the Boards to the Council’s approval. 
 
Enabling Direct Access to PTs and OTs’ Services 
 
8. Hitherto, generally speaking, SMPs have been assuming a role 
supplementary to medicine, limiting their capacity to provide services 
directly to patients.  At present, four SMPs, namely PTs, OTs, MLTs and 
RGs, are required, either by the subsidiary legislation under the SMPO (as 
in the case for RG) or the respective CoPs, to provide examination or 
treatment services to patients only on referral from other healthcare 
professions 3  (hereafter referred to as “the referral rule”), except for 
emergency or other specified circumstances.  Otherwise, the practitioners 
concerned will be subject to disciplinary actions taken by the Boards 
concerned for breaching the relevant subsidiary legislation or CoPs. 
 
9. In pursuance of healthcare reform, we need to strive for a more 
efficient, integrated and collaborative healthcare system by better utilising 
the potential of SMPs in healthcare service provision, facilitating inter-
disciplinary collaboration among SMPs and with other healthcare 
professions.  To that end, it is vital to remove obsolete restrictions under 
the SMPO and lay down legal frameworks to facilitate cross-disciplinary 
                      
3 Referrals are mainly made by registered medical practitioners, and, in some cases, by dentists and 

chiropractors. 



 

- 6 - 

collaborations.  It has all along been the Government’s objective to 
strengthen the roles of SMPs and to promote multi-disciplinary 
collaboration in providing services in primary healthcare settings.  This 
affords better protection to citizens with their health supported by a 
network of healthcare professionals within the community and enable 
regular healthcare monitoring and timely intervention where necessary.  
Enabling patients’ direct access to PT and OT is one of the key components 
in primary healthcare development, allowing patients to seek help early 
within community for symptoms that are prevalent among citizens, 
preventing the situation from deteriorating into something more serious 
that require secondary and tertiary care. 
 
10. The Council, PT Board and OT Board have been discussing the 
implementation proposals for allowing direct access to PT and OT services 
respectively without a registered medical practitioner’s referral since 2022.  
There were also dialogues between PT and OT professions and the medical 
profession with whom the former work closely.  There was general 
consensus among these professions on the merits of enabling patients to 
seek help from PTs and OTs directly, but diverse views on the potential 
risk to patient safety the direct access arrangement will entail.  Provided 
that the risk can be contained, the direct access arrangement will help 
patients save medical cost and receive treatment earlier.  Above all, direct 
access to PT and OT services will facilitate the development of primary 
healthcare and provide incentive for more healthcare professions to 
participate in the network ultimately to the benefit of citizens within the 
community. 
 
11. Along the rationale above, namely to enable patients to access 
PTs and OTs’ service directly without compromising patient safety, we 
propose to create the following three exceptions to the referral rule for the 
services sought by a patient – 
 

(a) for a condition stipulated by a clinical protocol endorsed and 
promulgated by authorised bodies (tentatively including HA, 
DH, PHCC and CMHHK), or by a patient enrolled in a cross-
disciplinary collaboration arrangement of PHCC; 

 
(b) for a condition previously diagnosed by a registered medical 

practitioner or a registered CMP within the last 12 months; or 
 

(c) in emergencies or under other circumstances (including 
community services in the case of OT) specified by the Council 
and set out in the CoPs. 



 

- 7 - 

 
Situation 1: Under clinical protocol or cross-disciplinary collaboration 
arrangement 
 
12. This allows citizens to seek direct services from PTs/OTs for the 
health conditions specified by clinical protocols.  In general, these health 
conditions should generally fulfil certain criteria, such as being highly 
prevalent in the community; mostly degenerative with non-pharmaceutical, 
non-surgical treatment proven to be effective; and unlikely to develop into 
acute conditions that warrant specialist doctors’ immediate attention etc.  
PTs/OTs should follow the clinical protocols at all times in their practice, 
including referring the case to a medical practitioner for handling when the 
patient exhibits red flag symptoms. 
 
13. As for the cross-disciplinary collaboration arrangement, we 
propose enabling PTs/OTs registered in the future Primary Care Register4 
(“PCR”) to provide direct services to patients in accordance with the 
guidelines  published by PHCC and quality assurance requirements set out 
in the PCR.  They must also document the patient’s conditions to refer back 
to his/her registered family doctor5 timely through the Electronic Health 
Record Sharing System for further care, if necessary.  This can facilitate 
more timely treatment when the patient exhibits conditions that require 
intervention from doctors or other healthcare professionals through cross-
disciplinary collaboration. 
 
Situation 2: Condition previously diagnosed within the last 12 months 
 
14. This serves to enable patients to directly seek PT or OT’s 
services for a condition which has been previously diagnosed by a 
registered medical practitioner or a registered CMP without the need to 

                      
4  In line with the recommendations of the Primary Healthcare Blueprint, the Government will 

transform the existing Primary Care Directory into the PCR which will serve as a central register 
for all healthcare professionals in primary healthcare settings.  In the long run, the Government will 
offer appropriate training and establish qualification requirements for healthcare professionals 
enlisted on the PCR with a view to continuously enhancing the quality of primary healthcare 
services 

 
5  The Government is establishing a family doctor system based on the concept of “Family Doctor for 

All” as recommended in the Primary Healthcare Blueprint.  Family doctors would act as patients’ 
personal health managers to develop personalised care plans with the support and assistance of 
District Health Centres, and arrange various allied health services in accordance with patients’ 
health needs and doctors’ prescriptions.  In the long run, we will consider gradually requiring 
patients to register with a family doctor as a pre-requisite for joining government-subsidised 
schemes in order to cultivate a long-term family doctor-patient relationship between the patient and 
his/her family doctor.  The ultimate goal is that all citizens and their family members will each be 
paired with a family doctor of their own. 
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obtain a referral letter afresh from a registered medical practitioner or a 
registered CMP for each course of session.  The patient must produce 
documentary proof of diagnosis of the condition from a registered medical 
practitioner or a registered CMP within the last 12 months, such as 
outpatient / follow-up consultation record or a discharge summary, though 
not necessarily in the form of a referral letter.  The imposition of a 12-
month timeframe can assure the timeliness of the diagnosis, while 
encouraging patients to seek timely treatment from PTs and OTs. 
 
Situation 3: Emergencies or other circumstances as agreed by the Council 
 
15. This aims to preserve the current exceptions to the referral rule 
where PTs and OTs could provide service to patients directly without a 
doctor’s referral.  These include emergencies or other circumstances for 
both PTs and OTs, and community services for OTs.  It would be up to the 
Council to define these circumstances in greater detail in the CoP of the PT 
and OT professions. 
 
16. Rather than imposing penalty in the form of fine or 
imprisonment, we intend to maintain the status quo whereby the relevant 
Boards should take disciplinary actions when registered PTs and OTs 
provide services to patients direct other than the above situations. 
 
Enabling SMPs to Accept Referrals from CMPs 
 
17. At present, some relevant legislative provisions and/or codes of 
practice do not allow RGs, MLTs, PTs and OTs to treat or examine patients 
referred by CMPs, which in turn prohibits the latter’s access to a number 
of critical modern diagnostic technologies such as X-ray and laboratory 
tests and inter-professional collaboration on certain rehabilitation services. 
 
18. Recognising the increasingly important role Chinese medicine 
(“CM”) plays in Hong Kong’s healthcare system, the Government’s policy 
direction is to further strengthen the role of CM in primary healthcare 
settings, and support the development of CM and integrated Chinese-
Western medicine services at secondary and tertiary healthcare settings.  
The CMHHK will be commissioned by phases starting from the end of 
2025, where CMPs will assume the role of attending clinician in CMHHK, 
akin to the role of medical practitioners in HA or other Western medicine-
based hospitals, in providing a wide range of clinical in-patient and out-
patient services.  Under this overarching policy direction, we need to 
accommodate the practical need of CMPs to use modern diagnostic 
technologies to enhance their professional practice, further encourage 



 

- 9 - 

stronger inter-professional collaboration, and more importantly improve 
quality of care. 
 
19. In furtherance of Chinese Medicine as a constituent part of Hong 
Kong’s healthcare system, we propose to put in place a legal framework 
for SMPs to accept referrals made by CMPs under suitable situations.  
Under the framework, the CM profession and the relevant SMPs are 
required to reach a consensus on the required standards of knowledge, 
skills, professional competence and conduct, etc. in order to iron out the 
operational details and safeguard patients’ interests.  The new provisions 
will take effect and the referral arrangement should be implemented in 
accordance with the details as stipulated in the CoPs of CMP and the 
relevant SMPs.  The Boards and the Chinese Medicine Council of Hong 
Kong should deliberate on the specific procedures and mechanisms, and 
both parties should further promulgate or revise relevant codes or 
guidelines as appropriate, before implementing the specific referral 
arrangements. 
 
20. Meanwhile, to cater for the practical clinical needs of CMHHK, 
new provisions will enable SMPs providing services authorized by 
CMHHK to patients in CMHHK to accept referrals from registered CMPs 
also providing services authorized by CMHHK to patients in CMHHK 
covering the full scope of treatment, examinations and tests, dovetailing the 
commencement of CMHHK’s operation by phases in 2025.  This inter-
disciplinary referral and collaboration model is required to ensure smooth 
collaboration between CMPs and other professionals within CMHHK, and 
will be strictly governed under CMHHK’s clinical governance systems and 
protocols which will be in place by the time it starts operating. 
 
New Pathways to Admit Non-Locally Trained SMPs 
 
21. We also face a shortage of SMPs within the public healthcare 
system, which are crucial to meeting the increasing need for healthcare 
services.  The existing pathway to admit non-locally trained SMProfs fall 
short of catering those with diverse training and practising background.  We 
need to introduce a new pathway to admit qualified SMProfs with different 
training backgrounds to work in the public healthcare sector.   
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Limited Registration 
 
22. Under the SMPO, the Council may recognise professionals with 
non-local qualifications for direct registration in Hong Kong6.  While not 
being a statutory requirement, the Council and its Boards have all along 
adopted the principle of comparability to local curriculum in practice when 
considering applications from non-locally trained SMProfs.  That means, 
whenever an application is received, the Council and its Boards will 
compare the qualification of the applicant against the prevailing local 
training curriculum, and only applicants with qualifications comparable to 
local training curriculum will be eligible for registration. 
 
23. In recent years, it is observed that healthcare training 
programmes in SMPs throughout the world vary from places to places.  
MLTs and RGs are the prime examples with the Mainland of China and the 
United States adopting a very different training curriculum to Hong Kong7.  
The inflexible approach in adopting local curriculum as the sole benchmark 
risks alienating Hong Kong from non-locally trained SMProfs with 
specialised skills and knowledge accumulated over years of practice who 
potentially could be valuable contributor to the local healthcare system.  To 
ensure that viable admission routes are available for suitable talents to join 
the local workforce for meeting local healthcare needs, there is a need to 
create a new pathway, i.e. LR, for non-locally trained SMProfs whose 
academic qualification may not be fully comparable in curriculum as local 
training programme but nonetheless possess qualified specialised 
professional skills, and allow them to practise their specialty area within 
specified settings. 
 
24. Similar to the previous legislative amendments to provide new 
pathways to admit non-locally trained doctors, nurses and dentists, the 
overarching principle is not to compromise professional standard.  The new 
pathway of LR is proposed under the same spirit to enable qualified non-
locally trained SMProfs to practise their specialty area within specified 

                      
6  Section 12(1)(b) of the SMPO provides that “a person who holds such other degree, diploma or any 

other document of any examining body, which together with appropriate experience, may from time 
to time be recognized by the Council as qualifying the holder thereof to be registered; and in deciding 
whether or not to so recognize the Council may consult the relevant board”. 

 
7  In the case of MLTs, apart from focusing primarily on basic medical laboratory science subjects 

relevant to Medical Microbiology, Haematology and Blood Group Serology, Clinical Biochemistry 
and Histopathology, other places have already moved on to emerging areas such as Immunology, 
Forensics or Genomics, etc.  In the case of RGs, instead of requiring students to undergo foundational 
training in subjects like Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology etc., other jurisdictions have already 
adopted specialised training in Nuclear Medicine, Radiologic Technology or Magnetic Resonance 
Technology very early on in students’ study. 
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settings, namely DH, HA, PHCC and CMHHK, institutes offering SMP 
training programmes, and institutions specified by S for Health and 
institutions offering the types of employment which the Council considers 
appropriate for LR (collectively as “designated institutions”).  To be 
eligible for LR, applicants must meet the following criteria – 
 

(a) obtained a qualification which the Council is satisfied to be 
sufficient for the applicant to perform the scope of work in 
his/her employment; 

 
(b) at least 1 year of full-time post-qualification experience relevant 

to the employment; 
 

(c) being a practising SMProfs recognised by a non-local certifying 
body; 

 
(d) selected for full-time employment as a person with LR with one 

of the designated institutions; and 
 

(e) satisfied the Council that the applicant is of good character and 
has good professional conduct. 

 
25. The Council is to be the authority for considering individual 
applications from non-locally trained SMProfs. Instead of requiring 
SMProfs under LR to possess the full range of knowledge and skills as their 
counterpart under full registration, the key consideration for the Council is 
whether the qualification obtained by the applicant is sufficient to perform 
the specific scope of work in his/her employment.  Each LR should be valid 
for no more than three years, during which the person may only practise 
their specialty area(s) with one of the designated institutions. 
 
26. Considering the difference in the breadth and depth of 
professional skillset and knowledge between professionals under LR and 
full registration, the route of LR should be separated from the traditional 
route of full registration, i.e. professionals under LR will not be able to 
migrate to full registration regardless of their experience unless they can 
fulfill requirements under the existing pathway for recognizing non-local 
qualifications for full registration (i.e. with qualifications comparable to 
local training curriculum). 
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Temporary Registration 
 
27. We also propose to create a new pathway of temporary 
registration (“TR”) to facilitate non-locally trained SMProfs to come to 
Hong Kong for conducting academic exchange and clinical demonstration, 
similar to the pathway available to non-locally trained doctors, nurses and 
dentists.  The Council is to be the authority for considering individual 
applications, and the validity of the temporary registration must not exceed 
14 days and is non-renewable.  
 
Mandatory CPD 
 
28. CPD is an integral element of professionalism for various 
healthcare professionals.  Maintaining and developing skills, expertise and 
professional practice are the core aspects of good healthcare practice.  This 
requires participation in professional development, practice improvement 
and any other activities that would help ensure professional capabilities. 
 
29. All five SMPs have already implemented, or planned to 
implement, CPD since July 2021 8 .  Making reference to the recent 
legislative exercises for nurses and dentists, we propose to make fulfilment 
of CPD requirements as a pre-requisite for SMProfs to renew their 
practising certificates.  Those who did not fulfil the CPD requirement will 
not be able to renew their practising certificate.  
 
Other Technical Amendments 
 
Enhancing the regulatory framework of SMPs 
 
30. Reliable information on the general situation of the employment 
and practice of healthcare professionals are necessary for the formulation 
of policies on manpower planning, training and development of healthcare 
professions.  These information is also crucial for the Council and the 
Boards to regulate the professions in tandem with the actual needs and 
development of the professions.  However, under the existing practice, 
SMProfs are not required to provide such information to the Council or the 

                      
8  The OpT Board has mandated compliance with CPD requirement since July 2021 through 

amendments to its CoP, whereas the PT Board, OT Board and RG Board have also implemented 
mandatory CPD arrangements from 1 July 2023.  The MLT Board will convert its voluntary CPD 
into mandatory starting from July 2025. 
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Boards9.  This not only hinders the regulatory effort of the Council and the 
Boards, but also poses substantial difficulties for the Government to 
appraise the manpower situation of individual professions and make 
accurate planning on the future healthcare service provision.   
 
31. Apart from the basic personal information such as name and 
contact details, we propose that all SMProfs should provide updated 
particulars, documents and information on the applicant’s employment and 
practise through a form specified by the Council in renewing the practising 
certificates, in order to facilitate the Council and the Boards in regulating 
the professions.  The information required to be provided in the form will 
be those relating to the subject SMProfs’ employment or practice, including 
the types of healthcare institutes they work in (e.g. public hospital, private 
clinic or welfare service units of non-government organisations, etc.). 
 
32. Furthermore, information about the practise of SMProfs, such as 
whether they practise in the private or public sector, are important for the 
Government to formulate healthcare policies, especially on manpower 
planning and training.  We propose to expressly authorise the Council and 
the Boards to provide information in their possession that does not contain 
personal identifiers on the S for Health’s request for the purpose of 
formulating healthcare policies. 
 
Power of the S for Health to give direction 
 
33. We also propose to institutionalise an official communication 
channel for S for Health to give written direction to the Council and the 
Boards in relation to their performance of functions if S for Health 
considers in the public interest to do so, similar to the provisions added to 
the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156) and Nurses Registration 
Ordinance (Cap. 164) in their previous amendment exercises in 2024.  This 
new channel of communication will enhance the accountability of the 
Council and the Board and improve public health outcome by ensuring they 
adhere to broader healthcare policy considerations when discharging their 
duties.  This direct line of communication will also facilitate timely 
responses to urgent public healthcare issues, such as the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
 
  

                      
9  The Health Manpower Survey conducted periodically is voluntary in nature, and the response rate 

have all along been on the low side. 
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OTHER OPTIONS 
 
34. Access to PTs and OTs’ services are currently governed by the 
CoP of the respective profession.  While enabling direct access to PTs and 
OTs’ services could also be achieved by inviting the Boards to amend the 
CoPs, we consider it important to set out in the legislation the rules and 
exceptions on referrals, under which the PT Board and OT Board may work 
out the details in the context of the CoPs.  The other proposals could only 
be implemented through legislative means. 
 
 
THE BILL  
 
35. The main provisions are –  
 

(a) Clauses 5 and 6 seek to provide new definitions relating to the 
new types of registrations and the meaning of designated 
institution; 

 
(b) Clause 7 amends the name of the Council as “Allied Health 

Professions Council”; 
  

(c) Clauses 8 to 11 amend the compositions and the purposes of the 
Council and the Boards; 

 
(d) Clause 17 provides for the procedures and eligibility criteria of 

the new registration pathways, namely LR and TR; 
 

(e) Clause 21 introduces additional requirements for practising 
certificate renewal including requiring the application to be 
made in the specified form and fulfilment of the CPD 
requirement as determined by the Council; 

 
(f) Clause 25 stipulates that the practice of a SMProf will be subject 

to supervision and referral requirements; 
 

(g) Clause 33 provide for matters including –  
 

(i) empowering the Council to specify the form for making 
applications and the certificate required or authorised to 
be issued under the SMPO; and 
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(ii) empowering S for Health to give directions to the Council 
or the Boards if S for Health considers that it is in the 
public interest, to which the Council or the Board must 
comply; 

 
(h) Clauses 36 to 183 amend the Medical Laboratory Technologists 

(Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Regulations (Cap. 359 
sub. leg. A), the Occupational Therapists (Registration and 
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulations (Cap. 359 sub. leg. B), the 
Optometrists (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) 
Regulation (Cap. 359 sub. leg. F), the Radiographers 
(Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation (Cap. 359 
sub. leg. H) and the Physiotherapists (Registration and 
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation (Cap. 359 sub. leg. J) in 
view of the changes made to the SMPO; and 

 
(i) Clauses 184 to 206 contain consequential and related 

amendments. 
 
36. The existing provisions being amended are at Annex D.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 
37. The legislative timetable will be –  
 

Publication in the Gazette 
 

 21 March 2025 

First Reading and commencement of 
Second Reading debate 
 

 26 March 2025 

Resumption of Second Reading debate, 
committee stage and Third Reading 

 To be notified 

 
 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 
38. The Bill is in conformity with the Basic Law, including the 
provisions concerning human rights.  It will not affect the binding effect of 
the existing provisions of the SMPO and its subsidiary legislation.  The 
proposal has civil service, financial, productivity, economic, family and 
sustainability implications set out at Annex E.  It has no environmental or 
gender implications. 
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 
39. The foregoing initiatives have been put on Government agenda 
for a while.  For example, increasing participation of lay members in the 
regulatory authority of healthcare professions was recommended in the 
Report of the Strategic Review on Healthcare Manpower Planning and 
Professional Development published in 2017; enabling direct access of 
patients to PTs’ and OTs’ service and enabling CMPs to prescribe 
diagnostic imaging and laboratory tests for their patients were announced 
in the Policy Address 2021; and introducing new pathways to admit non-
locally trained SMPs was announced in the Policy Address 2023. 
 
40. Extensive consultation and engagement were carried out with the 
SMPs, the medical profession and CMPs since 2019, involving the Council 
and the Boards, professional associations of the PT and OT professions, the 
Hong Kong Academy of Medicine, and the CM profession.  More recently 
starting from Q3 2024, another round of engagement was carried out to tap 
the views of stakeholders, including SMPs, the CM profession, the medical 
profession, healthcare professions in primary healthcare settings and 
patient organisations.   
 
41. We briefed the Panel of Health Services of LegCo in September 
2022 and December 2023 on the details and progress of the legislative 
amendment. 
 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
42. A press release will be issued, and a spokesperson will be 
available to handle media and public enquiries. 
 
 
ENQUIRIES 
 
43. Any enquiries on this brief can be addressed to Mr Derek LEE, 
Principal Assistant Secretary for Health 3 (Tel: 3509 8917). 
 
 
 
Health Bureau 
19 March 2025 
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Annex B 

Enhancement to Boards Composition 

 

Position Existing composition of Board 

(Maximum number of Seats) 

Proposed composition of Boards 

(Maximum number of Seats) 

Chairman A Chairman appointed by CE from SMPC members, 

other than a member of SMP 

(1) A Chairman appointed by CE from among Board 

members 

 

(0) 

Medical 

profession 

1 person, being a registered medical practitioner, 

appointed by CE, on the nomination of HK Medical 

Association; 

(1) 1 person, being registered specialist under MRO with 

specialty relevant to the Board’s profession, nominated 

by HK Academy of Medicine, appointed by CE 

 

(1) 

1 person, being a registered medical practitioner, 

appointed by CE on the nomination of HK Branch of 

British Medical Association 

 

(1) 1 person, being registered medical practitioner under 

MRO, nominated by HA and appointed by CE 

(1) 

Education 

field 

1 person specially qualified to advise the board on 

professional education appointed by CE 

 

(1) To remain (1) 

SMP not less than 5 and not more than 8 persons, being 

members of the relevant profession, appointed by CE 

 

(8) To remain (8) 

Lay 

members 

NA (0) 2 Lay members appointed by CE (2) 

Total 12  13 

 



Annex C 

Enhancement to SMPC Composition 
 

Position Existing composition of SMPC 

(Maximum number of Seats) 

Proposed composition of SMPC 

(Maximum number of Seats) 

Chairman A Chairman appointed by CE (1) To remain 

 

(1) 

Deputy 

Chairman 

A Deputy Chairman appointed by CE (1) A specified officerNote appointed by CE as Deputy 

Chairman 

 

(1) 

Public officers Not more than 4 public officers appointed by CE 

 

(4) Not more than 4 specified officersNote appointed by CE (4) 

Education 

field 

1 person each nominated by HKU, CUHK and 

PolyU, appointed by CE 

 

(3) 3 persons specially qualified to advise SMPC on 

professional education appointed by CE 

(3) 

SMP 1 person appointed by CE from each profession 

 

(5) To remain (5) 

Lay members 4 other persons, not being public officers, 

appointed by CE 

(4) 6 persons appointed by CE, including at least one 

registered medical practitioner, and at least one 

registered Chinese medicine practitioner 

 

(6) 

Board 

Chairman 

N/A (0) Chairman of the Board from each profession (5) 

Total 18  25 

Note: Specified officer shall include public officer and officers of HA and PHC 



Cap. 359 Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

01/07/2022

To provide for registration, discipline and the better control of persons
engaged in occupations and professions supplementary to medicine.

[1 October 1980] L.N. 274 of 1980
(Format changes—E.R. 5 of 2020)

1. Short title and application
(1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Supplementary Medical

Professions Ordinance.
*(2) This Ordinance shall apply to any profession included in the

Schedule with effect from such date as the Chief Executive
may appoint by order in the Gazette and orders made under
this subsection may fix different dates for different provisions
of this Ordinance. (Amended 67 of 1985 s. 2; 37 of 2000 s. 3)

____________________
Editorial Note:
* For application, see Caps. 359C, 359D, 359E, 359G, 359I, 359K and 359L.

2. Interpretation
(1) In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires—
board ( ) means any board established under section 5;
certificate of registration ( ) means a certificate of

registration or a duplicate certificate of registration issued
under section 14 and a certificate of provisional registration
issued under section 15;

Council ( ) means the Supplementary Medical Professions
Council established under section 3;

optical appliances ( ) includes lenses, spectacles, eye
glasses, artificial eyes and contact lenses; (Added 67 of 1985 s. 
3)

practising certificate ( ) means a certificate issued under
section 16;

profession ( ) means any profession specified in the second
column in the Schedule;

registered ( ) means entered in a register in accordance with
sections 13 and 15 or restored to the register in accordance
with section 10.

(Amended 68 of 1995 s. 33)
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(2) A profession specified in the second column in the Schedule
shall mean the occupation of persons of the description
specified opposite thereto in the third column. (Amended L.N.
587 of 1995)

(3) For the purposes of this Ordinance, a person shall be deemed
to practise a profession, who, for gain or otherwise, represents
himself, whether directly or by implication from his conduct,
as practising or being prepared or entitled to practise that
profession.

(4) For the purposes of sections 22(2) and 24(2), an appeal to the
Court of Appeal shall be deemed to be finally determined
when the earliest of the following events occurs, whichever is
applicable in the circumstances—
(a) when the appeal to the Court of Appeal is withdrawn or

abandoned;
(b) when the specified period expires without an application

for leave to appeal having been made to the Court of
Appeal;

(c) if, before the expiry of the specified period, an
application for leave to appeal is made to the Court of
Appeal—
(i) when the application is withdrawn or abandoned;

(ii) if the application is refused, when the specified
period expires without an application for leave to
appeal having been made to the Court of Final
Appeal; or

(iii) if the application is granted, when the appeal to the
Court of Final Appeal is withdrawn, abandoned or
disposed of; or

(d) if, before the expiry of the specified period, an
application for leave to appeal is made to the Court of
Final Appeal—
(i) when the application is withdrawn, abandoned or

refused; or
(ii) if the application is granted, when the appeal to the

Court of Final Appeal is withdrawn, abandoned or
disposed of. (Added 10 of 2005 s. 76)

(5) In subsection (4)—
application for leave to appeal ( ) means an

application made to the Court of Appeal or the Court of Final
Appeal under section 24 of the Hong Kong Court of Final
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Appeal Ordinance (Cap. 484) for leave to appeal to the Court
of Final Appeal from a judgment of the Court of Appeal;

specified period ( )—
(a) in the case of an application for leave to appeal made to

the Court of Appeal, means—
(i) subject to subparagraph (ii), the period of 28 days

within which the notice of motion referred to in
section 24(2) of the Hong Kong Court of Final
Appeal Ordinance (Cap. 484) is required to be
filed; or

(ii) if, on an application made within the 28-day period
referred to in subparagraph (i), the Court of Appeal
extends that period, the period as so extended; or

(b) in the case of an application for leave to appeal made to
the Court of Final Appeal, means—
(i) subject to subparagraph (ii), the period of 28 days

within which the notice of motion referred to in
section 24(4) of the Hong Kong Court of Final
Appeal Ordinance (Cap. 484) is required to be
filed; or

(ii) if, on an application made within the 28-day period
referred to in subparagraph (i), the Court of Final
Appeal extends that period, the period as so
extended. (Added 10 of 2005 s. 76)

3. Establishment and composition of Council
(1) There shall be a Council called the Supplementary Medical

Professions Council and consisting of the following members
—
(a) a Chairman to be appointed by the Chief Executive;
(b) a Deputy Chairman to be appointed by the Chief

Executive;
(c) not more than 4 public officers appointed by the Chief

Executive;
(d) the following persons, whose terms of office shall run for

3 consecutive years, from the respective dates of their
appointment—
(i) 1 person appointed by the Chief Executive on the

nomination of the University of Hong Kong;
(ii) 1 person appointed by the Chief Executive on the

nomination of The Chinese University of Hong
Kong;
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(iii) 1 person appointed by the Chief Executive on the
nomination of The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University; (Amended 100 of 1994 s. 9)

(iv) 1 person appointed by the Chief Executive from
each profession; and

(v) 4 other persons, not being public officers, appointed
by the Chief Executive.

(2) Any member appointed under subsection (1)(d) may, upon the
expiry of his term of office, be reappointed.

(3) Any member appointed under subsection (1)(d) or reappointed
under subsection (2) may before the expiry of his term of
office—
(a) resign his office by notice to the Chief Executive; or
(b) be removed from office by the Chief Executive for

permanent incapacity or other sufficient cause (as to the
existence of which the decision of the Chief Executive
shall be final),

and upon such resignation or removal the term for which he
was appointed or reappointed shall be deemed to have expired.

(4) There shall be—
(a) a secretary; and
(b) a legal adviser,
to the Council who shall be appointed by the Chief Executive.

(Amended 37 of 2000 s. 3)

4. Purposes of the Council
(1) The purposes of the Council shall be—

(a) to promote adequate standards of professional practice
and of professional conduct in the professions;

(b) to co-ordinate and supervise the activities of the boards
established under section 5; and

(c) to carry out any additional functions assigned to it by this
Ordinance.

(2) The Council shall perform its function of co-ordinating and
supervising the activities of the boards—
(a) by making to each board, or inviting the board to make to

the Council, proposals as to the activities to be carried on
by the board or other boards;
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(b) by recommending a board to carry on such activities, or
to limit its activities in such manner, as the Council
considers appropriate after consultation with the board
on the proposals referred to in paragraph (a); (Amended
68 of 1995 s. 2)

(c) by concerning itself with matters appearing to it to be of
special interest to any 2 or more of the boards, and by
giving to the boards such advice and assistance as it
thinks fit with respect to such matters; and

(d) by exercising its powers under this Ordinance in such
manner as the Council considers most conducive to the
satisfactory performance by each board of the board’s
functions under this Ordinance. (Amended L.N. 587 of
1995)

5. Establishment and composition of boards
(1) For each profession there shall be a board consisting of not

less than 9 and not more than 12 members comprising the
following—
(a) a Chairman appointed by the Chief Executive from

among the members of the Council, other than a member
appointed under section 3(1)(d)(iv);

(b) 1 person, being a registered medical practitioner,
appointed by the Chief Executive, on the nomination of
the Hong Kong Medical Association;

(c) 1 person, being a registered medical practitioner,
appointed by the Chief Executive on the nomination of
the Hong Kong Branch of the British Medical
Association;

(d) 1 person specially qualified to advise the board on
professional education appointed by the Chief Executive;
and

(e) not less than 5 and not more than 8 persons, being
members of the relevant profession, appointed by the
Chief Executive.

(2) Any member of a board may, upon the expiry of his term of
office, be reappointed.

(3) Any member of a board appointed under subsection (1) or
reappointed under subsection (2) may before the expiry of his
term of office—
(a) resign his office by notice to the Chief Executive; or
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(b) be removed from office by the Chief Executive for
permanent incapacity or other sufficient cause (as to the
existence of which the decision of the Chief Executive
shall be final),

and upon such resignation or removal the term for which he
was appointed or reappointed shall be deemed to have expired.

(4) There shall be—
(a) a secretary; and
(b) a legal adviser,
to each board who shall be appointed by the Chief Executive.

(Amended 37 of 2000 s. 3)

6. Purposes of boards
The purposes of a board appointed under section 5 shall be—

(a) to promote adequate standards of professional practice
and professional conduct among members of the relevant
profession; and

(b) to carry out the functions assigned to it under this
Ordinance.

7. Meetings of the Council and boards
(1) The Council and each board shall meet at such times and

places as their respective Chairmen may appoint.
(2) At any meeting of the Council or a board 6 members shall

form a quorum.
(3) In the absence of the Chairman from any meeting of the

Council, the Deputy Chairman shall act in his place and if the
Deputy Chairman is also absent, those members present shall
appoint one of their number to act as chairman. (Amended 68 
of 1995 s. 2; 80 of 1997 s. 102)

(4) In the absence of the Chairman from any meeting of a board,
those members present shall appoint one of their number to act
in his place. (Amended 68 of 1995 s. 2; 80 of 1997 s. 102)

(5) Every item for consideration before any meeting of the
Council or a board shall be determined by a majority of the
votes of the members present and voting thereon and in the
event of an equality of votes the Chairman or member
presiding shall have a casting vote in addition to his original
vote.

(6) Subject to this Ordinance, the Council and a board may
regulate its own procedure.
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10. Every profession to have a separate register
(1) Each board shall cause a register for the relevant profession to

be kept in the form prescribed and the secretary of the board
shall be responsible for the maintenance and custody of the
register.

(2) The secretary of the board shall from time to time insert in the
register any alteration or addition which may come to his
knowledge to the name, addresses, or qualifications of any
person registered.

(3) The secretary shall make such amendments to the register as
are made necessary by any decision of the board.

(4) The board may direct the removal from the register of the
name of any person who—
(a) requests in writing that his name be so removed;
(b) is deceased;
(c) being a person required to be the holder of a practising

certificate, has practised a profession in Hong Kong for a
period exceeding 6 months without having obtained such
a certificate;

(d) is not practising his profession in Hong Kong; or
(e) has not supplied the secretary of the board with an

address in Hong Kong at which all notices from the
board may be served on him:
Provided that any person failing to acknowledge within 6
months of the date of dispatch the receipt of a registered
letter or telegram addressed to him at the last address
supplied by him to the secretary shall be deemed not to
have supplied the secretary with an address under this
paragraph.

(5) A person whose name has been removed from a register under
this section or section 22, may apply to the board for the
restoration of his name to the register, and, subject to the
submission by such person of a declaration stating whether or
not he has been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of any
offence punishable with imprisonment since the date of the
last declaration made by him to the like effect for the purposes
of his registration or his application for a practising certificate
(as the case may be), the board may subject to any conditions
it considers appropriate, approve or decline the application,
and, if it approves the same, the secretary of the board shall,
upon payment of the prescribed fee, restore the name
accordingly. (Amended 68 of 1995 s. 2; 80 of 1997 s. 96)
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(6) A register may be inspected without payment of any fee,
during usual business hours upon application to the secretary
of the board.

12. Persons who are qualified to be registered
(1) Subject to this Ordinance, the following persons are qualified

to be registered—
(a) a person who—

(i) holds such degree, diploma or other document as
may be prescribed, issued by any examining body
as may be prescribed or by the board; or

(ii) holds any such degree, diploma or other document
and has the prescribed experience; or (Replaced 70 
of 1989 s. 2)

(b) a person who holds such other degree, diploma or any
other document of any examining body, which together
with appropriate experience, may from time to time be
recognized by the Council as qualifying the holder
thereof to be registered; and in deciding whether or not to
so recognize the Council may consult the relevant board;
or

(c) a person who, on the date on which this section
commenced to apply to a profession, is practising that
profession and who by reason of his education, training,
professional experience and skill satisfies the Council,
after consultation with the relevant board, that he is a fit
person to be registered.

(1A) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance, the
Council shall—
(a) determine in which part of the register, not being a part

referred to in section 15(8), the name of a person
qualified to be registered by virtue of subsection (1)(b) or
(c) shall be entered, subject to his application for
registration being approved under section 13(2); and

(b) direct the secretary of the relevant board accordingly for
the purposes of entry in the register under section
13(4). (Added 70 of 1989 s. 2)

(2) A person who wilfully procures himself or any other person to
be registered by making or producing or causing to be made or
produced, any false or fraudulent representation or declaration,
whether in writing or otherwise commits an offence.

13. Application for registration
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(1) A person claiming to be qualified to be registered may apply
in the manner prescribed to the secretary of the relevant board
for registration and such application shall be accompanied by
such documents, photographs and particulars as may be
prescribed.

(2) The application of person qualified to be registered in
accordance with section 12 who has complied with subsection
(1) and with any regulations relating thereto, shall, subject to
subsection (3), be approved by the board for
registration. (Replaced 67 of 1985 s. 5)

(3) After due inquiry into any case referred to it by a Preliminary
Investigation Committee in accordance with regulations made
under section 29, the board may decline to approve the
application of a person applying under subsection (1) on any
of the grounds mentioned in section 22(1)(a), (b), (c), (d) or
(e). (Added 67 of 1985 s. 5)

(4) Where an application for registration receives the approval of
the board, the name of the applicant shall after payment of the
prescribed fee be entered in the register by the secretary of the
board in accordance with this Ordinance and regulations made
thereunder, and upon such entry, the applicant shall be entitled
to represent in connexion with his profession that he is
registered and, subject to section 16(1), and any regulations
made under section 29 shall be entitled to practise that
profession. (Amended 67 of 1985 s. 5; 70 of 1989 s. 3; 68 of 
1995 s. 2; 80 of 1997 s. 20)

14. Certificate of registration
(1) When a person has been registered, the secretary of the

relevant board shall issue to him a certificate of registration in
the prescribed form.

(2) The secretary of the board may amend any particulars
contained in a certificate of registration.

(3) A person registered who requires a certified copy of his
certificate of registration in order to comply with section 18
shall apply in writing to the secretary of the relevant board
stating the address of the premises at which he proposes to
practise, and the secretary shall upon payment of the
prescribed fee issue to the person registered a certified copy of
his certificate of registration with the words “certified copy”
and “ ” endorsed thereon. (Amended 80 of 1997 s. 
130)

(4) (Repealed 68 of 1995 s. 34)

9

(5) Every person registered shall report to the secretary of the
relevant board—
(a) every address at which he practises his profession; and
(b) any change in any address referred to in paragraph (a)

within 2 months of such change. (Replaced 68 of 1995 s. 
34)

(6) Any person registered who fails without reasonable excuse to
make a report in accordance with subsection (5)(a) or (b)
commits an offence.

(7) If a certificate of registration has been lost, destroyed or
defaced, the person registered may apply in writing to the
secretary of the relevant board to issue to him a duplicate
certificate of registration and the secretary, upon being
satisfied as to such loss, destruction or defacement, shall upon
payment of the prescribed fee issue to the person registered a
duplicate of such certificate with the word “duplicate” and the
words “ ” endorsed thereon. (Amended 80 of 1997 s. 130)

(8) If it appears to the secretary of a board that a certificate of
registration is defaced or that the photograph thereon is not a
reasonable likeness of the person registered to whom the
certificate of registration relates the secretary by notice in
writing may require the person registered to lodge his
certificate of registration with the secretary and to apply for
the issue of a duplicate certificate of registration or of another
certified copy, as the case may be, and any person registered
who on being so required fails without reasonable excuse to do
so within 7 days of the service of such notice commits an
offence.

15. Provisional registration
(1) A person who is practising a profession on the date when this

Part commenced to apply to that profession, but who, on that
date, is not qualified under section 12 to be registered, may
apply, within such period of time from such date as may be
determined by the Council, to the secretary of the relevant
board for provisional registration.

(2) Subject to subsection (2A), if the board is satisfied that an
applicant for provisional registration has acquired substantial
knowledge, experience and skill in the practice of his
profession the board may authorize its secretary, upon
payment of the prescribed fee, to issue to such applicant a
certificate of provisional registration with the word
“provisional” and the words “ ” endorsed
thereon. (Amended 70 of 1989 s. 5; 80 of 1997 s. 131)

10



(2A) The board may, in order to satisfy itself that an applicant for
provisional registration has acquired substantial knowledge,
experience and skill in the practice of his profession, require
him to pass an examination held under section 15A for the
purposes of this section. (Added 70 of 1989 s. 5)

(3) The board may, in exercising the powers conferred by
subsection (2), impose on an applicant for provisional
registration such conditions as it thinks fit.

(4) Where the board has imposed conditions under subsection (3)
it may cancel, amend or add to those conditions.

(5) Any conditions imposed under subsection (3), as the same
may have been amended or added to under subsection (4),
shall be included in the certificate of provisional registration
issued to the person to whom the conditions apply.

(6) Where any person to whom such conditions apply fails to
comply with those conditions, the board may cancel that
person’s provisional registration and direct that his name and
particulars be removed from the register.

(7) Sections 12(2) and 13 shall apply to every application for
provisional registration under this section. (Amended E.R. 5 of
2020)

(8) The names and particulars of persons to whom certificates of
provisional registration are issued under this section shall
appear in a separate part of the register.

15B. Appeal
(1) Any person aggrieved by a decision of the board, other than—

(a) a decision under section 13(3) or an order under section
22;

(b) a decision relating to admission to provisional
registration under section 15; or

(c) a decision relating to an examination referred to in
section 15A,

may appeal against the decision to the Council in accordance
with regulations made under this Ordinance.

(2) Upon hearing the appeal, the Council may confirm, vary or
revoke the decision of the board.

(3) The decision of the Council under subsection (2) shall be final.
(Added 70 of 1989 s. 6)

16. Registered person not to practise without practising certificate
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(1) A person registered shall not practise a profession in Hong
Kong unless he is the holder of a practising certificate which is
then in force.

(2) On application made by a person registered to the secretary of
the relevant board for the purpose of the issue of a practising
certificate, and subject to—
(a) the payment of the prescribed fee for the issue of a

practising certificate; and
(b) the submission of a declaration stating whether or not the

registered person has been convicted in Hong Kong or
elsewhere of any offence punishable with imprisonment
since the date of the last declaration made by him to the
like effect for the purposes of his registration or his
application for a practising certificate (as the case may
be),

the secretary shall issue to him a certificate to the effect that he
is, subject to any conditions and restrictions specified in the
certificate, entitled to practise his profession. (Replaced 80 of 
1997 s. 97)

(3) Where a practising certificate is issued pursuant to an
application made under subsection (2), the certificate shall,
subject to subsection (5), be in force for any period not
exceeding 12 months and ending on 30 June in any year as
may be specified in the certificate. (Amended 64 of 1991 s. 2)

(4) (Repealed 64 of 1991 s. 2)
(5) If at any time during the currency of a practising certificate,

the holder of the certificate ceases to be registered, the
certificate shall thereupon be deemed cancelled.

(6) A person who is required under this section to be the holder of
a practising certificate under this section shall be deemed to
have obtained the certificate when he has duly applied to the
secretary of the board, paid the prescribed fee for the
certificate and submitted the declaration referred to in
subsection (2)(b). (Amended 80 of 1997 s. 97)

(7) A person who is required under this section to be the holder of
a practising certificate shall not be entitled to recover any fees,
costs or other remuneration on any cause of action relating to
the practice of his profession unless he was, at the time when
the cause of action arose, the holder of a valid practising
certificate.

17. Recovery of practising fees
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(1) If any person registered contravenes section 16(1), the amount
of the fee prescribed for the purposes of section 16(2) shall be
recoverable as a civil debt by claim made in the name of the
secretary of the relevant board.

(2) In any proceedings under this section, a certificate purporting
to be under the hand of the secretary of the board, that the
person registered, has not paid the fee prescribed for the issue
of a practising certificate shall, until the contrary is proved, be
evidence of non-payment of the fee.

(3) On recovery from a person of a prescribed fee under this
section, the secretary of the relevant board shall, if the person
is registered, issue a practising certificate to him.

(Amended E.R. 5 of 2020)

18A. Applicants under section 15 deemed to be registered
(1) Subject to subsection (2), any person practising a profession

on the date when sections 20 and 21 commenced to apply to
that profession who applies for provisional registration under
section 15 within the period of time determined by the Council
under that section shall be deemed to be registered in respect
of that profession for the purposes of those sections, until his
application for provisional registration is disposed of by the
board.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply in respect of any person who
has appealed to the Court of Appeal under section 25 from a
decision of the board made under section 13(3) declining his
application for registration. (Amended 80 of 1997 s. 102)

(Added 70 of 1989 s. 7)

20. Companies may carry on professions by way of trade or
business
(1) Except as provided by subsection (2) no corporation may carry

on the business of practising a profession.
(2) A company registered under the Companies Ordinance (Cap.

622) or under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) as in force
at the time of the registration may carry on the business of
practising a profession if—  (Amended 28 of 2012 ss. 912 &
920)
(a) at least one director thereof (in this section called

professionally qualified director) is a person who—
(i) is registered in respect of that profession; and
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(ii) satisfies any requirements imposed by any
regulations made under this Ordinance as to
qualifications, experience or training necessary for
a person registered in respect of that profession to
practise without supervision; and (Amended 70 of 
1989 s. 12)

(b) all persons practising the profession who are employed
by the company are registered in respect of that
profession.

(3) Within 14 days after 1 July in each year, a company carrying
on the business of practising a profession shall transmit to the
secretary of the relevant board a statement in the prescribed
form containing—
(a) the names and addresses of all persons who are

professionally qualified directors, directors other than
professionally qualified directors, and of all managers of
the company;

(b) the names, addresses, occupations and qualifications of
all persons employed by the company who are practising
the profession and the duties performed by such persons;
and

(c) such other particulars as may be prescribed.
(4) A corporation which carries on the business of practising a

profession other than in compliance with subsection (2)
commits an offence and—
(a) every—

(i) director thereof other than a professionally
qualified director; and

(ii) manager thereof,
unless he proves that the offence was committed without
his knowledge; and

(b) every professionally qualified director,
commits a like offence.

(5) A company which fails to comply with subsection (3) commits
an offence and every professionally qualified director commits
a like offence.

(Replaced 67 of 1985 s. 6)

22. Disciplinary powers of board
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(1) If after due inquiry into any case referred to it by a Preliminary
Investigation Committee in accordance with regulations made
under section 29 a board is satisfied that a person registered by
that board—
(a) has been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an

offence punishable with imprisonment;
(b) has been guilty in Hong Kong or elsewhere of

unprofessional conduct; (Replaced 67 of 1985 s. 8)
(c) was not at the time of his registration qualified to be

registered;
(d) has obtained registration by fraud or misrepresentation;

or
(e) has not complied with or is in breach of any condition of

his registration (other than a condition under section 15)
or has failed to comply with this Ordinance,

the board may—
(i) order the name of the person registered to be removed

from the register;
(ii) order the name of the person registered to be removed

from the register for such period as it thinks fit;
(iii) order the person registered to be reprimanded; or
(iv) order that a warning letter in such terms as it considers

appropriate be served on the person registered.
(2) Within 1 month after the expiry of the time within which an

appeal against an order made by a board under subsection (1)
may be made to the Court of Appeal under section 25 or if
such appeal has been made, within 1 month after the appeal is
finally determined, the board—  (Amended 10 of 2005 s. 77)
(a) shall, in the case of an order made under subsection (1)

(i), (ii) or (iii), publish the order or, if the order is varied
on appeal, the order as so varied in the Gazette together
with an account of the particulars and the nature of the
matter to which such order relates; and

(b) may, in the case of an order made under subsection (1)
(iv), publish the order or, if the order is varied on appeal,
the order as so varied in the Gazette together with an
account of the particulars and the nature of the matter to
which such order relates. (Amended 10 of 2005 s. 77)
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(3) In any inquiry held under this section, a board may make such
order as it thinks fit for the payment of the costs of its
secretary, a complainant, counsel or a solicitor present at the
inquiry and the person registered or any one or more of them
and any costs awarded may be recovered as a civil debt.

(4) Nothing in this section shall require a board to inquire into the
question whether the person registered was properly convicted
but the board may consider any record of the case in which
such conviction was recorded and any other evidence which
may be available and is relevant as showing the nature and
gravity of the offence. (Added 67 of 1985 s. 8)

(5) In any inquiry under this section as to whether a person has
been guilty of unprofessional conduct, any finding of fact
which is shown to have been made in any matrimonial
proceedings in a court in a common law jurisdiction which has
unlimited jurisdiction in civil matters, or on appeal from a
decision in such proceedings, shall be conclusive evidence of
the fact found. (Added 67 of 1985 s. 8. Amended 25 of 1998 s. 
2)

23. Powers of boards at inquiries
(1) For the purposes of an inquiry under section 13 or 22 or when

it otherwise appears desirable to a board that any matter
relating to the relevant profession should be inquired into, the
board shall subject to subsection (4) have power—  (Amended
67 of 1985 s. 9)
(a) to hear, receive and examine evidence on oath;
(b) to summon a person to attend the inquiry to give

evidence or produce a document or other thing in his
possession and examine him as a witness or require him
to produce a document or other thing in his possession;
(Amended 67 of 1985 s. 9)

(c) to admit to the inquiry or to exclude therefrom the public
or any member of the public; (Added 67 of 1985 s. 9)

(d) to admit to the inquiry or to exclude therefrom the press;
and (Added 67 of 1985 s. 9)

(e) to award any person summoned to attend the inquiry
such sum or sums as in the opinion of the board may
have been reasonably expended by him by reason of his
attendance. (Added 67 of 1985 s. 9)

(2) A summons under subsection (1) shall be in the prescribed
form and signed by the secretary of the board.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), a person who—
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(a) being summoned under subsection (1) to attend an
inquiry to give evidence or to produce a document or
other thing in his possession, refuses or neglects to do so;
or

(b) being examined under subsection (1) as a witness by or
before a board, refuses or neglects to answer a question
put to him by or with the concurrence of the board, or to
produce a document or other thing in his possession
when required to do so,

commits an offence.
(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) a person who appears as a

witness before a board shall be entitled to the same privileges
in respect of the giving of evidence and the production of a
document or other thing as he would be entitled to if appearing
as a witness in civil proceedings before the Court of First
Instance. (Amended 25 of 1998 s. 2)

(5) A person whose conduct is the subject of an inquiry, or who is
implicated or concerned in the subject matter of the inquiry,
shall be entitled to be represented by counsel or a solicitor at
the inquiry.

(6) A person who—
(a) behaves in an insulting manner or uses any abusive,

threatening or insulting expression to or in the presence
of a board; or

(b) wilfully disrupts the proceedings of a board,
commits an offence.

24. Provisions relating to decisions and orders of boards
(1) The secretary of a board shall cause a copy of any decision of

the board under section 13(3) or of any order made by the
board under section 22 to be served forthwith upon the person
concerned. (Amended 67 of 1985 s. 10)

(2) No order of a board under section 22(1) shall take effect while
the person to whom the order relates remains entitled to appeal
to the Court of Appeal against the decision in accordance with
section 25 or, if such an appeal has been made, before the
appeal is finally determined. (Amended 10 of 2005 s. 78)

25. Appeals to Court of Appeal
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(1) Any person whose application for registration is declined
under section 13(3) or a person registered who is aggrieved by
an order made in respect of him under section 22(1) may
appeal to the Court of Appeal and the Court of Appeal may
thereupon affirm, reverse or vary the decision or order
appealed against. (Amended 67 of 1985 s. 11)

(2) (Repealed 10 of 2005 s. 75)
(3) The Court of Appeal may make such order for the payment of

costs as it considers reasonable.
(4) Subject to subsection (5), the practice in relation to the appeal

shall be subject to any rules of court made under the High
Court Ordinance (Cap. 4). (Amended 25 of 1998 s. 2)

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (4), the Court of Appeal shall not
hear an appeal against a decision of a board under section
13(3) or an order made under section 22(1) unless notice of
the appeal was given within 1 month of the service of a
board’s decision on the applicant or within 1 month of the
service of the order under section 24, as the case may
be. (Amended 67 of 1985 s. 11)

26. Boards may prepare Codes of Practice
(1) A board may prepare and revise Codes of Practice which shall

not be inconsistent with this Ordinance or any regulations
made thereunder for the relevant profession for the purposes
of this Ordinance— (Amended 70 of 1989 s. 8)
(a) prescribing standards of conduct and practice for persons

practising that profession, for the employers of persons
practising that profession and the directors of any
company carrying on the business of practising that
profession;

(b) regulating the activities of persons practising that
profession including the activities of such persons in the
supervision and control of unqualified persons assisting
such persons in the practice of the profession; and

(c) regulating the activities of persons—
(i) who are required to be supervised in the practice of

their profession by regulations made under this
Ordinance, in the practice of the profession; and

(ii) in the supervision of persons referred to in
subparagraph (i), (Added 70 of 1989 s. 8)

and the Codes of Practice may prohibit specified
activities. (Amended 70 of 1989 s. 8)
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(1A) Where, under subsection (1), a board—
(a) prepares a Code of Practice, it shall inform the Council

in writing that such a Code of Practice has been prepared
and serve a copy thereof on the Council; and

(b) revises a Code of Practice, it shall inform the Council in
writing of any changes made thereto and serve a copy of
the revision on the Council. (Added 70 of 1989 s. 8)

(1B) Any Code of Practice prepared under subsection (1) or any
revision of such a code shall not come into operation until the
expiration of—
(a) the period of 6 months from the date the Council receives

a copy of the Code of Practice or, as may be appropriate,
any revision of such a code, served pursuant to
subsection (1A); or

(b) such shorter period as may be agreed by the Council and
the board concerned. (Added 70 of 1989 s. 8)

(2) The secretary of the board shall cause a copy of a Code of
Practice and each revision thereof to be served upon each
person registered in respect of the profession to which the
Code of Practice or revision applies.

(3) A person, who contravenes any Code of Practice prepared or
revised under subsection (1) and applicable to his profession,
may be subject to inquiries held by a board; but the fact that
any matters are not mentioned in a Code of Practice, shall not
preclude the board from judging a person to be guilty of
unprofessional conduct by reference to those
matters. (Amended 67 of 1985 s. 12; 68 of 1995 s. 35)

29. Regulations
(1) The Chief Executive in Council may by regulation provide for

the fees to be paid in connection with matters within the scope
of this Ordinance. (Replaced 80 of 1997 s. 21. Amended 37 of 
2000 s. 3)

(1A) The Secretary for Health may by regulation provide for
—  (Amended L.N. 106 of 2002; L.N. 130 of 2007; L.N. 144 of
2022)
(a) the duties of any—

(i) secretary of a board;
(ii) legal adviser to a board;

(b) the duties of the members and the officers of the Council
or any board;

(c) anything referred to in this Ordinance as prescribed;
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(d) exempting or providing for the exemption of any
specified class of persons from all or any of the
provisions of this Ordinance;

(e) empowering any board to exempt any person from all or
any provisions of any regulation made under this section;

(f) appeals to the Council from any decision of any board;
and

(g) enabling this Ordinance to have full effect. (Added 80 of 
1997 s. 21)

(1B) Subject to the approval of the Secretary for Health, the
Council may by regulation provide for—  (Amended L.N. 106
of 2002; L.N. 130 of 2007; L.N. 144 of 2022)
(a) the establishment and functions of a committee, for each

profession, to be known as the Preliminary Investigation
Committee to make such preliminary investigation as it
considers appropriate regarding any complaint or
information about any registered person or any applicant
for registration and to determine whether or not there
shall be an inquiry under section 13 or 22;

(b) the prohibition of a member of any Preliminary
Investigation Committee who is also a member of any
board from attending any meeting of the board while it is
inquiring under section 13 or 22 into a complaint or
information, in the preliminary investigation of which he
took part;

(c) the form of any certificate, form or other document
which is a certificate, form or other document to be used
for a purpose of this Ordinance;

(d) the qualifications, training and experience required in
any profession to practise that profession without
supervision;

(e) specifying for the purposes of section 12(1)(a) degrees,
diplomas or other documents or experience, and the entry
of the names of persons qualified under that section in
different parts of the register according to their
qualifications and experience;

(f) the categorization of registered persons in a profession
according to their qualifications, training and experience;

(g) recognition by the board of the experience prescribed
under this Ordinance;

(h) acceptance by the board of experience other than
experience prescribed under this Ordinance;
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(i) the conduct of examinations held under this Ordinance;
(j) the registration of premises used by persons to practise a

profession;
(k) the licensing of premises referred to in paragraph (j);
(l) the furnishing of information;

(m) regulating the conduct of persons other than registered
persons while assisting registered persons in the practice
of a profession;

(n) for the purpose of section 10(1), the form and number of
parts of every register to be kept and the particulars to be
entered in such parts of the register;

(o) the manner in which applications for registration shall be
made;

(p) the receipt of complaints or information about any
registered person or any applicant for registration;

(q) the procedure to be followed in relation to—
(i) the submission of complaints or information to any

Preliminary Investigation Committee;
(ii) the preliminary investigation of any complaint or

information by any Preliminary Investigation
Committee;

(iii) the formulation of charges arising out of any
complaint or information;

(iv) the reference of any matter by a Preliminary
Investigation Committee to a board;

(v) inquiries held by a board under section 13 or 22;
(r) the service of notices. (Added 80 of 1997 s. 21)

(2) Regulations made under this section may provide—
(a) that the contravention of any particular regulation shall

constitute an offence and may prescribe penalties for any
such offence not exceeding a fine at level 2 or
imprisonment for 1 year or both such fine and such
imprisonment; and (Amended 80 of 1997 s. 21; E.R. 5 of
2020)

(b) for different fees to be paid by different categories of a
profession. (Amended 80 of 1997 s. 21)

(c)-(d) (Repealed 80 of 1997 s. 21)
(3) The Secretary for Health may by regulations—  (Amended 80 

of 1997 s. 21; L.N. 106 of 2002; L.N. 130 of 2007; L.N. 144 of
2022)
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(a) prohibit, restrict or otherwise regulate, the practice
otherwise than under supervision, by registered persons
of their profession where those persons have not the
qualifications, training or experience prescribed under
subsection (1B)(d) in relation to the profession;

(b) prohibit, restrict or otherwise regulate the performance,
or engagement in, in the course of practising their
professions by registered persons, of any function or
activity specified in the regulations;

(c) prescribe particulars of any supervision required by
regulations under this section. (Added 70 of 1989 s. 9.
Amended 80 of 1997 s. 21)

(4) Regulations under subsection (3) may—
(a) apply to registered persons generally;
(b) apply by reference to any qualification, training or

experience specified in the regulations; or
(c) apply to registered persons who are of a class, category

or other description specified in the regulations. (Added
70 of 1989 s. 9)

(5) In this section—
supervision ( ) in relation to a profession means supervision

prescribed under subsection (3)(c) and applicable to that
profession. (Added 70 of 1989 s. 9)

30. Disapplication of certain provisions to certain classes of person
(1) Any person who—

(a) holds a teaching appointment at a university, polytechnic,
school or institution approved for the purposes of this
section by the Chief Executive by notice in the
Gazette; (Amended 37 of 2000 s. 3)

(b) holds an appointment as a public officer;
(c) holds an appointment in a subvented voluntary

organization approved for the purposes of this section by
the Council by notice in the Gazette; or

(d) holds an appointment at the Hospital Authority within the
meaning of the Hospital Authority Ordinance (Cap.
113), (Added 89 of 1991 s. 2)

and is practising a profession directly connected with and
necessary for the discharge or performance of his duties while
serving in such appointment, shall be exempt from sections 18
and 19. (Replaced 70 of 1989 s. 10. Amended 89 of 1991 s. 2;
34 of 1995 s. 39)
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(2) The following persons practising a profession directly
connected with and necessary for the discharge or
performance of their duties shall while serving in or holding
the appointments or positions specified be deemed to be
registered but sections 13, 14, 15, 16, 18 and 19 shall not
apply to or in relation to them—  (Amended 2 of 2012 s. 3)
(a) a member of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army;

and (Replaced 2 of 2012 s. 3)
(b) a person holding an appointment in a ship.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) shall not extend to any person
specified therein who is practising a profession privately in
Hong Kong.

___________

Schedule
[ss. 1 & 2]

(Format changes—E.R. 2 of
2012)

Item Profession Interpretation
 

1. Medical
Laboratory
Technologist

A person trained in the practice of processing
clinical, medical, legal, public health or veterinary
specimens for the sole purpose of making and
reporting on analysis or examination in vitro and
the processing of all matters for human and animal
consumption for the sole purpose of making and
reporting on analysis or examination in vitro.

2. Radiographer A person trained to operate either—

3. Physiotherapist A person trained to assess and treat physical
disabilities by means of remedial exercises,
manual therapy and mechanical, thermal or
electrical energy.

(Amended 70 of 
1989 s. 11)

(a) radio-diagnostic, ultra sound and
thermographic equipment for the purpose of
radiological diagnosis; or

(b) radiation therapy equipment for the treatment
of diseases; and (Amended 70 of 1989 s. 11)

(c) radionuclear equipment including isotopes.
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Item Profession Interpretation
 

4. Occupational
Therapist

A person trained to assess and treat disabilities
caused by diseases or injuries using mental,
physical or social activities to enable the disabled
to achieve the maximum possible independence in
daily life.

5. Optometrist A person trained in the practice of—
(a) testing vision;
(b) prescribing optical appliances;
(c) fitting optical appliances; or
(d) supplying optical appliances on prescription.

(Added 67 of 1985 s. 15)
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Cap. 359A Medical Laboratory Technologists
(Registration and Disciplinary

Procedure) Regulations

01/01/2025

2. Interpretation
In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires—
Board ( ) means the Medical Laboratory Technologists

Board established under section 5 of the Ordinance;
Chairman of the Board ( ) means the Chairman of the

Board appointed under section 5(1)(a) of the Ordinance;
Chairman of the Committee ( ) means the Chairman of

the Committee appointed under regulation 17;
Committee ( ) means the Preliminary Investigation Committee

constituted under regulation 17;
complainant ( ) means any person from whom a complaint

against or information in respect of—
(a) a registered medical laboratory technologist; or
(b) an applicant for registration as a medical laboratory

technologist,
has been received by the Secretary under regulation 18;

examination ( ) means an examination held in pursuance of
section 15A of the Ordinance;

Legal Adviser ( ) means the legal adviser to the Board
appointed under section 5(4)(b) of the Ordinance;

medical laboratory technologist ( ) means a person of
the description referred to in item 1 of the Schedule to the
Ordinance;

notice of inquiry ( ) means a notice served in
accordance with regulation 23;

register ( ) means the register kept in pursuance of section
10 of the Ordinance for the profession of medical laboratory
technologists;

respondent ( ) means a registered medical laboratory
technologist or an applicant for registration as a medical
laboratory technologist against or in respect of whom a
complaint has been received by the Secretary under regulation
18;

Secretary ( ) means the Secretary of the Board appointed under
section 5(4)(a) of the Ordinance.
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3. Form of register
(1) The register shall be in the form specified in Schedule 1.
(2) Without affecting the generality of subregulation (1) the

register shall be divided into 3 parts, namely Part I, Part II and
Part III.

4. Qualifications for registration
For the purposes of section 12(1)(a) of the Ordinance, a person shall
be qualified for registration if he—

(a) holds a Diploma in Medical Laboratory Science issued
by the Hong Kong Polytechnic;

(b) holds an Ordinary Certificate in Medical Laboratory
Technology issued by the Department of Extra-mural
Studies of the University of Hong Kong;

(c) holds a Certificate of Competency in Medical Laboratory
Technology issued by the Medical and Health
Department of the Hong Kong Government prior to
1982;

(d) holds a Higher Certificate in Medical Laboratory
Technology issued by the Department of Extra-mural
Studies of the University of Hong Kong;

(e) holds a Higher Diploma in Medical Laboratory Science
issued by the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University; (L.N. 640 of 1994)

(ea) holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biomedical
Science awarded by the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University; (L.N. 435 of 1996;
L.N. 203 of 2007)

(eb) holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Medical
Laboratory Science awarded by The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University; or (L.N. 203 of 2007)

(f)-(g) (Repealed L.N. 435 of 1996)
(h) holds a certificate from the Board that he has passed an

examination relating to the profession of a medical
laboratory technologist conducted under section 15A of
the Ordinance for the purposes of section 12(1)(a) of the
Ordinance.

5. Qualifications and experience for entry in various parts of the
register
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For the purposes of section 13(4) of the Ordinance, the Secretary
shall enter the name of a medical laboratory technologist—

(a) who holds a qualification referred to in regulation 4(d),
(e), (ea) or (eb) and who has—  (L.N. 435 of 1996; L.N.
203 of 2007)
(i) experience of not less than 3 years—

(A) acquired after the medical laboratory
technologist acquired such qualification; and

(B) recognized for the purposes of this regulation
by the Board; or

(ii) such other experience, acquired before the medical
laboratory technologist obtained such qualification,
as may be accepted by the Board in a particular
case subject to such conditions (if any) relating to
the acquisition of post qualification experience as
the Board may impose,

in Part I of the register;
(b) who holds a qualification referred to in—

(i) regulation 4(d), (e), (ea) or (eb) but does not have
the experience referred to in paragraph (a)(i) or (ii);
or (L.N. 435 of 1996; L.N. 203 of 2007)

(ii) regulation 4(a), (b), (c) or (h),
in Part II of the register;

(c) to whom a certificate of provisional registration has been
issued under section 15 of the Ordinance, in Part III of
the register; and

(d) who is qualified to be registered under section 12(1)(b)
or (c) of the Ordinance in that part of the register
determined by the Council under section 12(1A) of the
Ordinance.

6. Restrictions on the practice of Part II and Part III medical
laboratory technologists
(1) A medical laboratory technologist shall not practise without

supervision unless his name has been entered in Part I of the
register.

(2) A medical laboratory technologist whose name has been
entered in Part II or III of the register shall not practise
otherwise than under the supervision of a medical laboratory
technologist whose name has been registered in Part I.

7. Application for registration or provisional registration
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(1) An application for registration as a medical laboratory
technologist under section 13 of the Ordinance or for
provisional registration as a medical laboratory technologist
under section 15 of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with
Form 1 in Schedule 2.

(2) A form of application for registration or provisional
registration shall be signed in the presence of a barrister,
commissioner for oaths, medical laboratory technologist
registered in Part I of the register, registered medical
practitioner or solicitor and shall be delivered to the Secretary
together with 4 photographs of the applicant of such size as
shall be specified by the Secretary. (47 of 1997 s. 10)

(3) The Secretary shall refer the application of a person claiming
to be qualified to be registered—
(a) under section 12(1)(a) or 15 of the Ordinance to the

Board; and
(b) under section 12(1)(b) or (c) of the Ordinance to the

Council,
as soon as practicable after receiving the application.

9. Certificates of registration and provisional registration
(1) A certificate of registration issued under section 14(1) of the

Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 2A in Schedule 2.
(2) A certificate of provisional registration issued under section 15

of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 2B in
Schedule 2.

10. Examinations
(1) A candidate for an examination shall pay the fee prescribed in

Schedule 3 as a condition of entry for the examination.
(2) An examination may be written, oral or practical and shall be

based upon such syllabus as the Board may from time to time
determine.

(3) The Board shall cause a candidate for an examination to be
informed of his results after the completion of the
examination.

12. Application for, and issue of, practising certificates
(1) An application for a practising certificate under section 16 of

the Ordinance shall be in writing.
(2) A practising certificate shall be in such form as may be

determined by the Secretary.
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14. Statement by company
The statement required to be transmitted by a company carrying on
the business of a medical laboratory technologist to the Secretary
under section 20(3) of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with
Form 3 in Schedule 2.

17. Preliminary Investigation Committee
(1) For the purposes of performing the functions conferred upon it

by the Ordinance and these regulations, there shall be a
Preliminary Investigation Committee consisting of—
(a) a chairman who shall be a member of the Board

nominated by the Board and appointed by the Chairman
of the Board;

(b) 2 medical laboratory technologists registered in Part I of
the register and ordinarily resident in Hong Kong, not
being members of the Board, nominated by an
association of medical laboratory technologists in Hong
Kong and appointed by the Chairman of the Board.

(2) Save as provided in Schedule 5 the members of the Committee
shall hold office for 12 months but at the end of such period
they may be re-nominated and reappointed.

(3) Schedule 5 shall apply to the Preliminary Investigation
Committee.

18. Submission of complaint or information
(1) Where—

(a) a complaint is made to the Secretary in respect of a
registered medical laboratory technologist; or

(b) information is received by the Secretary in respect of an
application for registration,

as to any of the matters referred to in paragraph (a), (b), (c),
(d) or (e) of section 22(1) of the Ordinance he shall submit the
complaint or that information to the Chairman of the
Committee.

(2) In this Part complaint ( ) includes information received by
the Secretary under subregulation (1)(b) and submitted under
that subregulation.

19. Complaint touching conduct
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(1) Where, in a complaint submitted by the Secretary to the
Chairman of the Committee under regulation 18, any
allegation is made which in the opinion of the Chairman of the
Committee gives rise to a question whether a registered
medical laboratory technologist or an applicant for registration
—
(a) has been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an

offence punishable with imprisonment;
(b) has been guilty in Hong Kong or elsewhere of

unprofessional conduct; or
(c) may be guilty of any of the matters referred to in

paragraph (c), (d) or (e) of section 22(1) of the
Ordinance,

the Chairman of the Committee may require that the complaint
be formulated in writing setting out the grounds thereof and,
except where the complaint is in writing under the hand of a
public officer, supported by one or more statutory declarations
as to the facts of the case.

(2) Each statutory declaration referred to in subregulation (1)—
(a) shall state the address and description of the declarant;

and
(b) if any fact declared is not within the personal knowledge

of the declarant, shall state the source of the declarant’s
information and the grounds for his belief in the truth of
the facts.

20. Reference of complaint to the Committee
(1) On receiving a complaint submitted under regulation 19, the

Chairman of the Committee shall, if satisfied that the
complaint is frivolous or groundless and should not proceed
further, dismiss it, and in any other case—
(a) direct the Secretary that the complaint be referred to the

Committee to consider whether it should be referred to
the Board for inquiry; and

(b) fix a date for the meeting of the Committee to consider
the complaint.

(2) Where the Secretary is directed to refer a complaint to the
Committee, he shall—
(a) refer the complaint to the Committee;
(b) notify the respondent of the receipt of the complaint;
(c) inform him of the substance thereof;
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(d) forward to him a copy of any statutory declaration
furnished under regulation 19(1);

(e) inform him of the date fixed for the meeting of the
Committee to consider the complaint; and

(f) invite him to submit to the Committee any explanation
he wishes to offer for his conduct or any other matter
alleged in the complaint.

21. Consideration of complaint by the Committee
(1) The Secretary shall, at the meeting at which the complaint is

considered, put before the Committee the complaint, any
statutory declaration received therewith, any explanation
submitted by the respondent and any other available document
or matter in the nature of evidence relevant to the complaint.

(2) The Committee shall consider any documents or matter put
before it under subregulation (1) and, subject to subregulation
(3), shall determine either—
(a) that no inquiry shall be held; or
(b) that the complaint shall in whole or in part be referred to

the Board for inquiry.
(3) Before coming to a determination under subregulation (2), the

Committee may cause to be made such further investigations
and may obtain such additional advice or assistance as it
considers necessary.

22. Determination of Committee that no inquiry be held
(1) If the Committee determines that no inquiry shall be held, it

shall direct that the complaint be dismissed and the Secretary
shall inform the respondent and the complainant, if any,
accordingly.

(2) If the Committee determines that an inquiry shall be held, it
shall refer the case to the Board and the Chairman of the
Committee shall notify the Chairman of the Board of the
matters into which inquiry is to be made.

23. Determination of Committee that inquiry be held
(1) Where a matter is referred to the Board under regulation 22(2),

the Chairman of the Board shall fix a date for holding an
inquiry and the Secretary shall, within 1 month of the
determination of the Committee to refer the complaint to the
Board, serve on the respondent a notice of inquiry which shall
be in accordance with Form 4 in Schedule 2 together with a
copy of these regulations.
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(2) A notice of inquiry shall—
(a) in a case where the complaint is that the respondent has

been guilty of misconduct, state in the form of a charge,
which shall be formulated by the Secretary, the matters
into which inquiry is to be held;

(b) in any other case, state the allegation contained in the
complaint; and

(c) specify the date, time and place at which the inquiry is
proposed to be held.

(3) An inquiry shall not be held until 28 days after the date of
service of the notice of inquiry unless the respondent consents
in writing to holding it earlier.

(4) Service of a notice of inquiry on the respondent shall be by
registered post addressed to him at his registered address or at
his address last known to the Secretary if different.

(5) Within the time stipulated for service of the notice of inquiry,
the Secretary shall send a copy of the notice of inquiry to any
complainant.

38. Making of an order or postponement to future meeting
Where the Board makes a finding of guilt or that any allegation
against the respondent has been proved under regulation 35(a) or
37, it shall—

(a) if the respondent is a registered person, subject to
regulation 41, make an order; and

(b) if the respondent is an applicant for registration, subject
to regulation 41, decide whether to decline his
application for registration; or

(c) postpone to a future meeting to be held on a date to be
decided by the Board, the making of an order under
paragraph (a) or a decision under paragraph (b),

and the Chairman of the Board shall announce the decision of the
Board.

40. Making of order at future meeting
At any future meeting referred to in regulation 38, the Board shall,
subject to regulation 41—

(a) if the respondent is a registered person, determine the
order to be made; and

(b) if the respondent is an applicant for registration, decide
whether to decline his application for registration,
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and the Chairman of the Board shall announce the determination or
decision of the Board.

41. Opportunity for mitigation
(1) At any meeting of the Board at which the Board makes in

respect of a respondent an order or a decision to decline his
application for registration, before the order or decision is
made, an opportunity shall be given to the respondent or his
counsel or solicitor to make a statement in mitigation and to
adduce evidence as to the circumstances leading to the
commission of the offence or the conduct complained of and
as to the character and antecedents of the respondent.

(2) At any meeting referred to in subregulation (1), before the
order or decision of the Board is made—
(a) the Secretary or any other person presenting the case

against the respondent may, if the respondent has been
the subject of a previous order, produce to the Board the
records of the meeting at which that order was made; and

(b) the respondent, in person or by his counsel or solicitor,
may make a statement by way of mitigation and adduce
evidence as to the circumstances leading to the previous
order.

42. Evidence
(1) Evidence may be taken by the Board by oral statement on oath

or by written deposition or statement.
(2) A summons under section 23(1)(b) of the Ordinance to any

person requiring him to attend an inquiry to give evidence or
produce any document or other thing in his possession shall be
in accordance with Form 5 in Schedule 2.

(3) Every witness shall be examined by the party producing him,
and may then be cross-examined by the other party and may
be re-examined by the party producing that witness only upon
matters arising out of the cross-examination.

(4) The Board may decline to admit the evidence of any deponent
to a document who is not present for, or who declines to
submit to, cross-examination.

(5) The Chairman of the Board, and members of the Board
through the Chairman of the Board, may put such questions to
the parties or to any witness as they may think desirable, and
the other parties may then re-examine such party or witness on
matters arising out of such questioning.
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43. Voting
(1) In the taking of the votes of the Board on any question to be

determined by it, the Chairman of the Board shall call upon
the members to signify their votes and shall thereupon declare
the determination of the Board in respect of such question.

(2) Where the determination of the Board so declared by the
Chairman of the Board is challenged by any member of the
Board, the Chairman of the Board shall call upon each
member severally to declare his vote, announce his own vote
and announce the number of members of the Board who have
voted each way, and the result of the vote.

(3) Where on any question to be determined by the Board the
votes are equal, the question shall be deemed to have been
decided in favour of the respondent.

(4) No person other than members of the Board and the Legal
Adviser shall be present when the Board votes on any matter.

44. Inquiry by the Board
The Legal Adviser shall be present at every inquiry held by the
Board in accordance with section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance and no
such inquiry shall commence if the Legal Adviser is not present.

45. Ordinary meetings of Board
The Chairman of the Board may give to the Legal Adviser prior
notice that his advice may be required at any meeting of the Board,
other than an inquiry under section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance, or at
any meeting of the Committee and, if such notice is given, the Legal
Adviser shall be present at such meeting.

46. Advice by Legal Adviser
(1) When the Legal Adviser advises the Board on any question of

law as to evidence, procedure or any other matter in any
inquiry under section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance he shall do so
in the presence of every party to the proceedings or the person
representing each party or, if the advice is tendered after the
Board has commenced to deliberate as to its findings, every
such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed of the
advice that the Legal Adviser has tendered.

(2) In any case where the Board does not accept the advice of the
Legal Adviser on any such question as aforesaid, every such
party or person shall be informed of this fact.

___________
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Schedule 1
[reg. 3]

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

M  L  T  (R  
D  P ) R

 
Register of Medical Laboratory Technologists

 
PART I

 
REGISTRATION NO. :

NAME : ( )

ADDRESS :

BUSINESS
ADDRESS

:

QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED

:

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE

:

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :

DATE OF
REGISTRATION :

REMARKS :

 

 

 
Photograph

......................................................................

.......................................

...........................................................................

.............................................................................

..............................................................................

...............................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................
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Secretary,

Medical Laboratory
Technologists Board.

.........................................................

PART II
REGISTRATION NO. :

NAME : ( )

ADDRESS :

BUSINESS
ADDRESS

:

QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED

:

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE

:

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :

DATE OF
REGISTRATION :

REMARKS :

 

 

 
Photograph

 

......................................................................

.......................................

...........................................................................

.............................................................................

..............................................................................

...............................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................
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Secretary,

Medical Laboratory
Technologists Board.

.........................................................

PART III
REGISTRATION NO. :

NAME : ( )

ADDRESS :

BUSINESS
ADDRESS

:

QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED

:

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE

:

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :

DATE OF
REGISTRATION :

REMARKS :

 

 

 
Photograph

 

 

......................................................................

.......................................

...........................................................................

.............................................................................

..............................................................................

...............................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

37

 
Secretary,

Medical Laboratory
Technologists Board.

.........................................................

___________

Schedule 2
[regs. 7, 9, 14, 23 & 42]

Form 1
[reg. 7(1)]

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
M  L  T  (R

 D  P ) R
 

Application for Registration/Provisional Registration
as a Medical Laboratory Technologist

 
I of

(name in both English and Chinese)
being

(correspondence or home address)

2.

3.

..........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

qualified for registration under section 12(1)*(a)/(b)/(c)/section 15 of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance apply for
*registration/provisional registration as a medical laboratory technologist
and request that my name be placed on Part ............ of the Register.

I hold the following qualifications .........................................................
..........................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

I have the following professional experience ........................................
..........................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

4. My business address(es) *is/are as follows:
(English) ..........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
(Chinese)..........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
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Signed at ......................................
the ............. day of ............ 19 .....

...................................................
(Signature of Applicant)

Before me,
 
 

 

 

 
(Name in block letters)  (Signature)

 

 

  

  
 

 Photograph
of

Applicant
  

 

  

 
† Please supply details of conviction.
* Delete as inappropriate.

5. My telephone numbers are:
(Home) ............................................................................................................
(Office) ............................................................................................................

6. I *†have/have not been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an
offence punishable with imprisonment. I *have/have not been found guilty
in Hong Kong or elsewhere of unprofessional conduct. I *am/am not the
subject of an existing order under section 22(1)(i) or (ii) of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance.

I declare that the information given in this application is correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

..................................................... ......................................................

* Barrister/Commissioner for Oaths/Medical laboratory technologist
registered in Part I of the Register/Registered medical
practitioner/Solicitor

(47 of 1997 s. 10)
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__________

Form 2A
[reg. 9(1)]

MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGISTS BOARD
HONG KONG

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE

(Chapter 359)
 

Certificate of Registration
 

Number on Register: .........................
 

and whose photograph appears hereon was on the ............ day of .............
19 ....... admitted to Part .......... of the Register of Medical Laboratory
Technologists.
 

Dated this ......... day of ............. 19 .......
 

   

 
 

  

   

 
Photograph

 

  

 
 

  

   

  

 

This is to certify that .............................................................................
whose address is ..............................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

......................................................
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   Secretary,
Medical Laboratory

Technologists Board.
(L.N. 86 of 2004)

__________

Form 2B
[reg. 9(2)]

MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGISTS BOARD
HONG KONG

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE

(Chapter 359)
 

Certificate of Provisional Registration
 

Number on Register: .........................
 

 
 
 

   

 

   

 

 
 

  

Photograph   

 

This is to certify that .......................................................................
whose address is ..............................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
and whose photograph appears hereon was on the ............. day of ............
19 ..... admitted to Part III of the Register of Medical Laboratory
Technologists subject to the undermentioned conditions.

Conditions imposed pursuant to section 15(3) of the Supplementary
Medical Professions Ordinance—

Dated this ......... day of ............. 19 .......
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 Secretary,
Medical Laboratory

Technologists Board. 

   

......................................................

(L.N. 86 of 2004)
__________

Form 3
[reg. 14]

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
M  L  T  (R  

D  P ) R
 

Particulars of a Company carrying on the Business
of Medical Laboratory Technologist

 
Presented by

(Name of Company)
of

(Registered Business Address)

(Business Registration Certificate No.)

Name in full Position

Cert. of Reg. No. and Date
of Reg. where Directors

are registered under
Part I of the Register

Residential
Address

  

 
 
 
 

 

..........................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

Particulars of the names and addresses of all persons who are
professionally qualified directors, other directors or managers of the above
company in respect of the business of a medical laboratory technologist
carried on by it at ....................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
under the name of ............................................................................................
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Name
in

full

Residential
address

Occupation Qualifications

Cert. of
Reg. No.
and Date
of Reg.

Duties
performed

   

 
 
 
 

  

 
Dated this ......... day of ............ 19 .......

 
(Signature)

 (State whether director
or manager or secretary)

and of persons who practise the profession of medical laboratory
technologist in connection with the business of the said company in the
above.

........................................................

__________

Form 4
[reg. 23(1)]

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
M  L  T  (R  

D  P ) R
 

Notice of Inquiry
 

[Date]
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or

 

 
or

 

 
or

 

Sir/Madam,
On behalf of the Medical Laboratory Technologists Board notice is

hereby given to you that, in consequence of a complaint made against you
to the Board/information received by the Board, an inquiry is to be held
into the following charge(s) against you—

(If the allegation relates to conviction) That you were on the ........ day
of ............. 19 ....... at ...............................................................................
........................................................................ (specify court recording the
conviction) convicted of ..................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out particulars of the conviction in sufficient detail to identify the case).

(If the charge relates to conduct) That you ............................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
you have been guilty of unprofessional conduct.

(If the allegation relates to obtaining registration by fraud or
misrepresentation) That you ...........................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
you obtained registration by fraud or misrepresentation.

(If the allegation is that the registered medical laboratory technologist
was not qualified, at the time of his registration, to be registered) That you
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
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or

 

 
or

 

(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
you were not at the time of your registration qualified to be registered.

(If the allegation is that the registered medical laboratory technologist
has not complied with or is in breach of any condition of his registration or
has failed to comply with the Ordinance) That you
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged).

(If the charge or allegation is that an applicant for registration has
been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of any offence punishable with
imprisonment, has been guilty of unprofessional conduct, is not qualified to
be registered in his application for registration, has been guilty of fraud or
misrepresentation or has failed to comply with the Ordinance) That on the
.......... day of ....................... 19 ......... you made application to the
Secretary for registration in accordance with section 13 of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance, whereas .............................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
your name should not be approved to be entered upon the register.

(Where there is more than one charge or allegation, they are to be
numbered consecutively).

Notice is further given to you that on .................... (day of the week)
the ............... day of .............. 19 ......, a meeting of the Board will be held at
.............................................................................., at .......... a.m./p.m. to
consider the above-mentioned charge(s)/allegation(s) in a complaint against
you, and to determine whether or not the Board should take any action
against you under section .................. (state whether section 13 or 22) of
the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance.

You are hereby invited to answer in writing the above-mentioned
charge(s)/allegation(s) and also to appear before the Board at the place and
time specified above, for the purpose of answering such
charge(s)/allegation(s). You may appear in person or by counsel or solicitor.
The Board has power, if you do not appear, to hear and decide upon the said
charge(s)/allegation(s) in your absence.
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 Secretary,
Medical Laboratory

Technologists Board.

Any answer, admission, or other statement or communication which
you may desire to make with respect to the said charge(s)/allegation(s) in a
complaint should be addressed to the Secretary.

If you desire to make any application that the inquiry should be
postponed, you should send the application to the Secretary as soon as may
be, stating the grounds on which you desire a postponement. Any such
application will be considered by the Chairman of the Board.

A copy of the Medical Laboratory Technologists (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulations is sent herewith for your information.

......................................................

(L.N. 53 of 1992)
__________

Form 5
[reg. 42(2)]

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
M  L  T  (R  

D  P ) R
 

Summons to Witness
 

        And in the matter of (1) ..........................................................................

 

In the matter of a Disciplinary Inquiry under section 13/section 22 of
the Ordinance:

To (2) .................................................................................................................

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Medical Laboratory
Technologists Board at ....................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
on the ................................................... day of ....................... 19 .......... at
................. o’clock in the ............... noon to give evidence touching the
matter under inquiry (3) and also to bring with you and produce (4) ................
..........................................................................................................................
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 Chairman,
Medical Laboratory

Technologists Board.
 

NOTE:

Given under my hand this ............ day of ............. 19 .......

......................................................

(1) Insert name of registered medical laboratory technologist.
(2) Insert name and address of witness.
(3) Delete if not required.
(4) Specify the books, documents or other things to be

produced.
(L.N. 154 of 1996)

___________

Schedule 3
[regs. 10 & 15]

Fees

Item Particular Fee
$

1. Any alteration to the register under section 10(2) 460
2. Restoration to the register under section 10(5) 585
3. Registration under section 13 1,330
4. Certified copy of a certificate of registration under

section 14(3)
310

5. Duplicate certificate of registration under section 14(7) 360
6. Certificate of standing under section 14A 720
7. Certificate verifying registration under section 14A 545
8. Provisional registration under section 15 1,085
9. Examination fee for an examination under section 15A 1,750

10. Practising certificate issued under section 16 435(34 of 1995 
s. 40)
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(L.N. 524 of 1994; L.N. 317 of 1996; L.N. 319 of 2000; L.N. 87 of 2006;
L.N. 137 of 2015)

___________

Schedule 4
[reg. 16]

Exemptions from the Ordinance

Item Person Exempt Exempt Section

Part 1

1. A registered medical practitioner while practising
medicine

21(1)

2. A registered dentist as defined by section 2(1) of
the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156)
while practising dentistry 

21(1)

3. A student in the course of undergoing any course
of training to be a medical laboratory
technologist, in medicine or in dentistry at the
University of Hong Kong, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University 

21(1)

4. A veterinary surgeon registered under the
Veterinary Surgeons Registration Ordinance
(Cap. 529) in relation to any treatment by him of
an animal 

21(1) and (2)

5. Chemists and Scientific Officers (Medical)
employed by the Government of Hong Kong or
the Hospital Authority within the meaning of the
Hospital Authority Ordinance (Cap. 113), and
persons holding an academic or scientific
appointment at the University of Hong Kong,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong or The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, while
discharging their official duties 

21(1)

Part 2

(22 of 2024 s. 130)

(L.N. 640 of 1994)

(L.N. 5 of 1999)

(L.N. 421 of
1991; L.N. 640 of 1994)
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Item Person Exempt Exempt Section
6. A day procedure centre, or clinic, within the

meaning of the Private Healthcare Facilities
Ordinance (Cap. 633) and operated by an
individual person licensed to operate it under that
Ordinance 

21(1)

7. A private healthcare facility within the meaning
of the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance
(Cap. 633) and operated by a corporation
licensed to operate it under that Ordinance 

20 and 21(1)

8.

9.

10. A medical clinic carried on by an individual
person and registered under the Medical Clinics
Ordinance (Cap. 343)

21(1)

11. A medical clinic carried on by a corporation and
registered under the Medical Clinics Ordinance
(Cap. 343)

20 and 21(1)

(34 of 2018 s. 176 and E.R. 5 of 2018)

(34 of 
2018 s. 176 and E.R. 5 of 2018)

(Repealed 34 of 2018 s. 176)

(Repealed 34 of 2018 s. 176)

___________

Schedule 5
[reg. 17]

Preliminary Investigation Committee

1. Member ceasing to be member on becoming member of Board
A member of the Committee who during the period of his office
becomes a member of the Board shall cease to be a member of the
Committee.

2. Appointment of acting Chairman
If the Chairman of the Committee is or will be unable temporarily
to exercise his functions another member of the Board may be
nominated by the Board and appointed by the Chairman of the
Board to act during the period of his appointment, as Chairman of
the Committee.

3. Appointment of acting member
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If a member of the Committee is or will be unable temporarily to
exercise his functions as a member of the Committee a person
satisfying the same criteria as applied to the appointment of that
member may be nominated by the association which nominated that
member and appointed by the Chairman of the Board to act during
the period of his appointment, as that member.

4. Effect of lapse or termination of appointment
If at the time the Committee is considering any complaint or
information under these regulations—

(a) the appointment of any person to be the Chairman or a
member of the Committee lapses by virtue of regulation
17 or terminates by operation of paragraph 1 of this
Schedule; or

(b) the appointment of any person under paragraph 2 or 3 of
this Schedule lapses,

then if such person is not thereupon elected or re-elected or
appointed or reappointed, as the case may be, to be the Chairman or
a member of the Committee, the chairmanship or membership of
such person shall continue by virtue of this paragraph for the
purposes of the consideration of such complaint or information by
the Committee, but for no other purpose, until the Committee has
discharged its functions in respect of such complaint or information.

5. Resignation by Chairman and member of Committee
(1) The Chairman or a member of the Committee may at any time

resign from the Committee by notice in writing addressed to
the Secretary, save that, if at the time such notice is given the
Committee is considering any complaint or information, the
person so resigning shall, if so required by the Chairman of the
Board, continue to be Chairman or member of the Committee
for the purposes of the consideration of such complaint or
information but for no other purpose, until the Committee has
discharged its functions in respect of the complaint or
information.

(2) Regulation 17 shall apply to any vacancy arising from any
resignation under this paragraph as if the vacancy had
occurred by effluxion of time.

6. Chairman or member of Committee attending Board meeting
The Chairman of the Committee shall not and no member of the
Committee shall attend any meeting of the Board as a member of
the Board during the hearing or determination of any complaint or
information against any person which is referred to the Board by the
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Committee for determination if such member has attended any
meeting of the Committee at which such complaint or information
was considered.

7. Meetings of Committee
(1) The Committee shall meet from time to time as directed by the

Chairman of the Committee who may at any time adjourn any
meeting of the Committee.

(2) Save as otherwise provided in the Ordinance the Chairman of
the Committee shall determine the procedure to be adopted at
any meeting.
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Cap. 359H Radiographers (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure)

Regulation

30/03/2023

2. Interpretation
In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise requires—
Board ( ) means the Radiographers Board established under

section 5 of the Ordinance;
Chairman of the Board ( ) means the Chairman of the

Board appointed under section 5(1)(a) of the Ordinance;
Chairman of the Committee ( ) means the Chairman of

the Committee appointed under section 20;
chiropractor ( ) means a person who is trained and

professionally qualified in the practice of chiropractic
including the practice of the prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of functional disorders of the human body through
manipulation of the joints, particularly of the vertebral column
and peripheral joints, including the pelvis;

Committee ( ) means the Preliminary Investigation Committee
constituted under section 20;

complainant ( ) means any person from whom a complaint
against or information in respect of—
(a) a registered radiographer; or
(b) an applicant for registration as a radiographer,
has been received by the Secretary;

diagnostic radiographer ( ) means a radiographer
categorized as such in accordance with section 7(2);

irradiating apparatus ( ) has the meaning assigned to it by
section 2 of the Radiation Ordinance (Cap. 303);

Legal Adviser ( ) means the legal adviser to the Board
appointed under section 5(4)(b) of the Ordinance;

medical exposure ( ) means exposure of a person to
ionizing radiation as defined in section 2 of the Radiation
Ordinance (Cap. 303) for a diagnostic or therapeutic purpose;

notice of inquiry ( ) means a notice served in
accordance with section 26;

Part I diagnostic radiographer ( I ) means a
radiographer registered in Part I (Category D) of the register
and Part II diagnostic radiographer ( II
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), Part III diagnostic radiographer ( III
) and Part IV diagnostic radiographer ( IV

) shall be similarly construed;
Part I therapeutic radiographer ( I ) means a

radiographer registered in Part I (Category T) of the register
and Part II therapeutic radiographer ( II

) and Part IV therapeutic radiographer ( IV
) shall be similarly construed;

radiographer ( ) means a person of the description
referred to in item 2 of the Schedule to the Ordinance;

register ( ) means the register, kept in pursuance of section
10 of the Ordinance, for the profession of radiographers;

registered dentist ( ) has the meaning assigned to it by
section 2(1) of the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156);

respondent ( ) means a registered radiographer or an
applicant for registration as a radiographer against or in
respect of whom a complaint has been received by the
Secretary under section 21;

Secretary ( ) means the Secretary of the Board appointed under
section 5(4)(a) of the Ordinance;

therapeutic radiographer ( ) means a radiographer
categorized as such in accordance with section 7(3).

3. Form of register
(1) The register shall be in the form specified in Schedule 1.
(2) Without affecting the generality of subsection (1)—

(a) the register shall be divided into 4 parts, namely, Part I,
Part II, Part III and Part IV respectively;

(b) each of the parts referred to in paragraph (a) shall be
subdivided so that the following may be entered as
separate categories—
(i) the names of diagnostic radiographers, if any,

admitted to registration in that part (Category D);
and

(ii) the names of therapeutic radiographers, if any,
admitted to registration in that part (Category T).

4. Application for registration or provisional registration
(1) An application for registration as a radiographer under section

13 of the Ordinance or for provisional registration as a
radiographer under section 15 of the Ordinance, as the case
may be, shall be in accordance with Form 1 in Schedule 2.
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(2) A form of application for registration or provisional
registration shall be signed in the presence of a barrister,
solicitor, commissioner for oaths, radiographer registered in
Part I of the register or registered medical practitioner and
shall be delivered to the Secretary together with 4 photographs
of the applicant of such size as shall be specified by the
Secretary. (47 of 1997 s. 10)

(3) The Secretary shall refer the application of a person claiming
to be qualified to be registered—
(a) under section 12(1)(a) or 15 of the Ordinance to the

Board; and
(b) under section 12(1)(b) or (c) of the Ordinance to the

Council,
as soon as practicable after receiving the application.

6. Qualifications for registration
For the purposes of section 12(1)(a) of the Ordinance, a person shall
be qualified for registration as a radiographer if he holds—

(a) a Bachelor of Science degree in Radiography awarded by
the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University;

(b) a Professional Diploma in Diagnostic Radiography
issued by the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University before 1 January 1997;

(c) a Higher Certificate in Diagnostic Radiography issued by
the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University before 1 January 1996;

(d) a Certificate in Diagnostic Radiography issued by the
Hong Kong Polytechnic before 1 January 1991;

(e) a Diploma issued by the Hong Kong Radiological
Technicians Association before 1 January 1982; or

(f) a certificate from the Board that he has passed an
examination conducted by it under section 15A of the
Ordinance for the purposes of section 12(1)(a) of the
Ordinance and relating to the profession of
radiographers.

7. Categorization of radiographers
(1) For the purposes of this Regulation registered radiographers

shall be categorized as provided for by subsections (2) and (3).
(2) A radiographer—
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(a) who has been trained to operate the equipment referred
to in paragraphs (a) and (c) of item 2 of the Schedule to
the Ordinance—
(i) in the course of obtaining one or more of the

qualifications referred to in section 6; or
(ii) in the course of the experience acquired in his

practice as a radiographer prior to his registration to
whom a certificate of provisional registration is
issued under section 15 of the Ordinance; or

(b) who—
(i) has been trained to operate the equipment referred

to in paragraphs (a) and (c) of item 2 of the
Schedule to the Ordinance; and

(ii) is registered by virtue of section 12(1)(b) or (c) of
the Ordinance,

shall be categorized as a diagnostic radiographer.
(3) A radiographer—

(a) who has been trained to operate the equipment referred
to in paragraphs (b) and (c) of item 2 of the Schedule to
the Ordinance—
(i) in the course of obtaining the qualification referred

to in section 6(a); or
(ii) in the course of the experience acquired in his

practice as a radiographer prior to his registration to
whom a certificate of provisional registration is
issued under section 15 of the Ordinance; or

(b) who—
(i) has been trained to operate the equipment referred

to in paragraphs (b) and (c) of item 2 of the
Schedule to the Ordinance; and

(ii) is registered by virtue of section 12(1)(b) or (c) of
the Ordinance,

shall be categorized as a therapeutic radiographer.

8. Entry in the register
(1) The name of a diagnostic radiographer who holds—

(a) the qualification referred to in section 6(a) or (b) and,
subject to subsection (2), has experience—
(i) of not less than 2 years;

(ii) acquired after obtaining the qualification referred to
in section 6(a) or (b) as may be applicable; and
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(iii) recognized by the Board for the purposes of this
section; or

(b) the qualification referred to in section 6(c) and, subject to
subsection (2), has experience—
(i) of not less than 10 years;

(ii) acquired after obtaining the qualification referred to
in section 6(c), (d) or (e) and at least 3 years of
which shall have been acquired after obtaining the
Higher Certificate in Diagnostic Radiography
issued by the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University referred to in section
6(c); and

(iii) which is recognized by the Board for the purposes
of this section,

and whose application for registration has been approved by
the Board under section 13(2) of the Ordinance shall be
entered by the Secretary in Part I (Category D) of the register.

(2) In any particular case the Board may, subject to such
conditions relating to acquisition of post-qualification
experience as it may impose, accept as satisfying the
requirement of experience in subsection (1)(a) or (b)
experience of such duration as it may determine acquired
before the person becomes qualified for registration.

(3) The name of a diagnostic radiographer who holds a
qualification referred to in section 6(a) or (b) but does not
have the experience referred to in subsection (1)(a) and whose
application for registration has been approved by the Board
under section 13(2) of the Ordinance shall be entered by the
Secretary in Part II (Category D) of the register.

(4) The name of a diagnostic radiographer who holds—
(a) the qualification referred to in section 6(c) but does not

have the experience referred to in subsection (1)(b);
(b) a Certificate in Diagnostic Radiography issued by the

Hong Kong Polytechnic referred to in section 6(d);
(c) a Diploma issued by the Hong Kong Radiological

Technicians Association referred to in section 6(e); or
(d) the qualification referred to in section 6(f),
and whose application for registration has been approved by
the Board under section 13(2) of the Ordinance shall be
entered by the Secretary in Part III (Category D) of the
register.
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(5) The Secretary shall enter the names of radiographers, to whom
certificates of provisional registration have been issued under
section 15 of the Ordinance, and who have the experience for
categorization as a diagnostic radiographer in accordance with
section 7(2)(a)(ii), in Part IV (Category D) of the register.

(6) The name of a therapeutic radiographer who—
(a) holds the qualification referred to in section 6(a); and
(b) has experience—

(i) of not less than 2 years;
(ii) acquired after obtaining the qualification referred to

in section 6(a); and
(iii) recognized by the Board for the purposes of this

section,
shall be entered by the Secretary in Part I (Category T) of the
register.

(7) The name of a therapeutic radiographer who holds a
qualification referred to in subsection (6)(a) but does not have
the experience referred to in subsection (6)(b) shall be entered
by the Secretary in Part II (Category T) of the register. (80 of 
1997 s. 102)

(8) The Secretary shall enter the names of radiographers, to whom
certificates of provisional registration have been issued under
section 15 of the Ordinance, and who have the experience for
categorization as a therapeutic radiographer in accordance
with section 7(3)(a)(ii), in Part IV (Category T) of the register.

(9) The Secretary shall enter the name of a radiographer who is
qualified to be registered by virtue of section 12(1)(b) or (c) of
the Ordinance in such category and part of register as
determined by the Council under section 12(1A) of the
Ordinance.

9. Certificates of registration and provisional registration
(1) A certificate of registration issued under section 14(1) of the

Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 2A in Schedule 2.
(2) A certificate of provisional registration issued under section 15

of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 2B in
Schedule 2.

10. Examinations
(1) A candidate for an examination shall pay the fee prescribed in

Schedule 3 as a condition of entry for the examination.
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(2) An examination may be written, oral or practical and shall be
based upon such syllabus as the Board may from time to time
determine.

(3) The Board shall cause a candidate for an examination to be
informed of his results after the completion of the
examination.

(4) In this section examination ( ) means an examination held
in pursuance of section 15A of the Ordinance.

12. Application for, and issue of, practising certificates
(1) An application for a practising certificate under section 16 of

the Ordinance shall be in writing.
(2) A practising certificate shall be in such form as may be

determined by the Secretary.

13. Statement by company
The statement required to be transmitted by a company carrying on
the business of a radiographer to the Secretary under section 20(3)
of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 3 in Schedule 2.

15. Restrictions on the practice of radiographers
(1) Subject to subsection (2), no diagnostic radiographer may

operate any irradiating apparatus.
(2) A diagnostic radiographer specified in column 2 of Part 1 of

Schedule 4 may operate an irradiating apparatus—
(a) for the purpose specified in column 3 of that Part

opposite to the reference to him; and
(b) where the condition specified in column 4 of that Part

opposite to the reference to him is fulfilled in relation to
the operation.

(3) A therapeutic radiographer specified in column 2 of Part 2 of
Schedule 4 shall not, in relation to the procedure in therapeutic
radiography specified in column 3 of that Part opposite to the
reference to him, practise unless the condition specified in
column 4 of that Part opposite to the reference to him is
fulfilled.

19. Interpretation (Part III)
In this Part and Schedule 6—
complaint ( ) means—

(a) a complaint in respect of a registered radiographer; or
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(b) an information in respect of an application for
registration as a radiographer,

as to any of the matters referred to in section 22(1)(a), (b), (c),
(d) or (e) of the Ordinance.

20. Preliminary Investigation Committee
(1) For the purposes of performing the functions conferred upon it

by the Ordinance and this Regulation, there shall be a
Preliminary Investigation Committee which shall consist of—
(a) a chairman who shall be—

(i) a member of the Board; and
(ii) nominated by the Board and appointed by the

Chairman of the Board;
(b) a Part I diagnostic radiographer ordinarily resident in

Hong Kong, not being a member of the Board,
nominated by the Hong Kong Radiographers’
Association and appointed by the Chairman of the Board;

(c) a Part I diagnostic radiographer ordinarily resident in
Hong Kong, not being a member of the Board,
nominated by the Hong Kong Radiological Technicians
Association and appointed by the Chairman of the Board;

(d) 2 Part I therapeutic radiographers, not being members of
the Board, nominated by the Association of Therapeutic
Radiographers and appointed by the Chairman of the
Board.

(2) Save as provided in Schedule 6 the members of the Committee
shall hold office for 12 months but at the end of such period
they may be renominated and reappointed.

(3) Schedule 6 shall apply in relation to the Committee.
(4) In discharging its functions in relation to a complaint in

respect of—
(a) a diagnostic radiographer or application for registration

as a diagnostic radiographer, the Committee shall be
constituted by—
(i) the Chairman of the Committee; and

(ii) the members appointed under subsection (1)(b) and
(c);

(b) a therapeutic radiographer or application for registration
as a therapeutic radiographer, the Committee shall be
constituted by—
(i) the Chairman of the Committee; and
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(ii) the members appointed under subsection (1)(d).

21. Submission of complaint
Where a complaint is received by the Secretary, he shall submit it to
the Chairman of the Committee.

22. Complaint touching conduct
(1) Where, in a complaint submitted by the Secretary to the

Chairman of the Committee under section 21, any allegation is
made which in the opinion of the Chairman of the Committee
gives rise to a question whether a registered radiographer or an
applicant for registration—
(a) has been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an

offence punishable with imprisonment;
(b) has been guilty in Hong Kong or elsewhere of

unprofessional conduct; or
(c) is guilty of any of the matters referred to in section 22(1)

(c), (d) or (e) of the Ordinance,
the Chairman of the Committee may require that the complaint
be formulated in writing setting out the grounds thereof and,
except where the complaint is in writing under the hand of a
public officer, supported by one or more statutory declarations
as to the facts of the case.

(2) Each statutory declaration referred to in subsection (1) shall—
(a) state the address and description of the declarant; and
(b) if any fact declared is not within the personal knowledge

of the declarant, state the source of the declarant’s
information and the ground for his belief in the truth of
the fact.

23. Reference of complaint to Committee
(1) On receiving a complaint submitted under section 21, the

Chairman of the Committee shall, if satisfied that the
complaint is frivolous or groundless and should not proceed
further, dismiss it, and in any other case—
(a) direct the Secretary that the complaint be referred to the

Committee to consider whether it should be referred to
the Board for inquiry; and

(b) fix a date for the meeting of the Committee to consider
the complaint.

(2) Where the Secretary is directed to refer a complaint to the
Committee under subsection (1)(a), he shall—
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(a) refer the complaint to the Committee;
(b) notify the respondent of the receipt of the complaint;
(c) inform him of the substance thereof;
(d) forward to him a copy of any statutory declaration

furnished under section 22(1);
(e) inform him of the date fixed for the meeting of the

Committee to consider the complaint; and
(f) invite him to submit to the Committee any explanation

he wishes to offer for his conduct or any other matter
alleged in the complaint.

24. Consideration of complaint by Committee
(1) The Secretary shall, at the meeting at which a complaint is

considered, put before the Committee—
(a) the complaint;
(b) any statutory declaration;
(c) any explanation submitted by the respondent; and
(d) any other available document or matter in the nature of

evidence relevant to the complaint.
(2) The Committee shall consider any documents or matter put

before it under subsection (1) and, subject to subsection (3),
shall determine either—
(a) that no inquiry shall be held; or
(b) that the complaint or any part of it shall be referred to the

Board for inquiry.
(3) Before coming to a determination under subsection (2), the

Committee may cause to be made such further investigation
and may obtain such additional advice or assistance as it
considers necessary.

25. Determination of Committee that no inquiry be held
If the Committee determines that no inquiry shall be held, it shall
direct that the complaint be dismissed and the Secretary shall
inform the complainant, if any, and the respondent accordingly.

26. Determination of Committee that inquiry be held
(1) If the Committee determines that an inquiry shall be held it

shall refer the case to the Board and the Chairman of the
Committee shall notify the Chairman of the Board of the
matters into which inquiry is to be made.
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(2) Where a matter is referred to the Board under subsection (1),
the Chairman of the Board shall fix a date upon which it is
proposed that the inquiry shall be held and the Secretary shall,
within 1 month of the determination of the Committee to refer
the complaint to the Board, serve on the respondent—
(a) a notice of inquiry which shall be in accordance with

Form 4 in Schedule 2; and
(b) a copy of this Regulation.

(3) An inquiry shall not be held until 28 days after the date of
service of the notice of inquiry unless the respondent consents
in writing to holding it earlier.

(4) Service of a notice of inquiry on the respondent shall be by
registered post addressed to him at his address last known to
the Secretary.

(5) Within the time stipulated for service of the notice of inquiry,
the Secretary shall send a copy of the notice of inquiry to any
complainant.

41. Making of an order or postponement to future meeting
Where the Board makes a finding of guilt or that any allegation
against the respondent has been proved under section 38(a) or 40, it
shall—

(a) if the respondent is a registered person, subject to section
44, make an order; and

(b) if the respondent is an applicant for registration, subject
to section 44, decide whether to reject his application for
registration; or

(c) postpone to a future meeting to be held on a date to be
decided by the Board, the making of an order under
paragraph (a) or a decision under paragraph (b),

and the Chairman of the Board shall announce the decision of the
Board.

43. Making of order at future meeting
At any future meeting referred to in section 41(c), the Board shall,
subject to section 44—

(a) if the respondent is a registered person, determine the
order to be made; and

(b) if the respondent is an applicant for registration, decide
whether to reject his application for registration,

and the Chairman of the Board shall announce the determination or
decision of the Board.
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44. Opportunity for mitigation
(1) At any meeting of the Board at which the Board makes in

respect of a respondent an order or a decision to decline his
application for registration, before the order or decision is
made, an opportunity shall be given to the respondent or his
counsel or solicitor to make a statement in mitigation and to
adduce evidence as to the circumstances leading to the
commission of the offence or the conduct complained of and
as to the character and antecedents of the respondent.

(2) At any meeting referred to in subsection (1), before the order
or decision of the Board is made—
(a) the Secretary or any other person presenting the case

against the respondent may, if the respondent has been
the subject of a previous order, produce to the Board the
records of the meeting at which that order was made; and

(b) the respondent, in person or by his counsel or solicitor,
may make a statement by way of mitigation and adduce
evidence as to the circumstances leading to the previous
order.

45. Evidence
(1) Evidence may be taken by the Board by oral statement on oath

or by written deposition or statement.
(2) A summons under section 23(1)(b) of the Ordinance to any

person requiring him to attend an inquiry to give evidence or
produce any document or other thing in his possession shall be
in accordance with Form 5 in Schedule 2.

(3) Every witness shall be examined by the party producing him
and may then be cross-examined by the other party and may
be re-examined by the party calling the witness only upon
matters arising out of the cross-examination.

(4) The Board may decline to admit the evidence of any deponent
to a document who is not present for, or who declines to
submit to, cross-examination.

(5) The Chairman of the Board, and members of the Board
through the Chairman of the Board, may put such questions to
the parties or to any witness as they may think desirable, and
the other parties may then re-examine such party or witness on
matters arising out of such questioning.

46. Voting
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(1) Every question before the Board shall be determined by the
opinion of the majority of the members of the Board.

(2) In the taking of the votes of the Board on any question to be
determined by it, the Chairman of the Board shall call upon
the members to signify their votes and shall thereupon declare
the determination of the Board in respect of such question.

(3) Where the determination of the Board so declared by the
Chairman of the Board is challenged by any member of the
Board, the Chairman of the Board shall call upon each
member severally to declare his vote, announce his own vote
and announce the number of members of the Board who have
voted each way, and the result of the vote.

(4) No person other than members of the Board and the Legal
Adviser shall be present when the Board votes on any matter.

47. Inquiry by Board
The Legal Adviser shall be present at every inquiry held by the
Board in accordance with section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance and no
such inquiry shall commence if the Legal Adviser is not present.

48. Ordinary meetings of Board
The Chairman of the Board may give to the Legal Adviser prior
notice that his advice may be required at any meeting of the Board,
other than an inquiry under section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance, or at
any meeting of the Committee and, if such notice is given, the Legal
Adviser shall be present at such meeting.

49. Advice by Legal Adviser
(1) When the Legal Adviser advises the Board on any question of

law as to evidence, procedure or any other matter in any
inquiry under section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance he shall do so
in the presence of every party to the proceedings or the person
representing each party or, if the advice is tendered after the
Board has commenced to deliberate as to its findings, every
such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed of the
advice that the Legal Adviser has tendered.

(2) In any case where the Board does not accept the advice of the
Legal Adviser on any such question as aforesaid, every such
party or person shall be informed of this fact.

___________

Schedule 1
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[s. 3]

Form of Register

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

RADIOGRAPHERS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

Register of Radiographers
PART I

(Category D)

REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................
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   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

 
PART I

 
(Category T)

 
REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

............................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................
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   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

 
PART II

 
(Category D)

 
REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................
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PART II

 
(Category T)

 
REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................
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PART III

 
(Category D)

 
REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................

123

 
PART IV

 
(Category D)

 
REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
PROVISIONAL
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................
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PART IV

 
(Category T)

 
REGISTRATION NO. :
NAME : .......................................... (                        )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS ADDRESS :
QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
PROVISIONAL
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

    

   

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................

___________
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Schedule 2
[ss. 4(1), 9, 13, 26(2) & 45(2)]

Forms

Form 1
[s. 4(1)]

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

RADIOGRAPHERS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

Application for Registration/Provisional
Registration as a Radiographer

 
I............................................................................................................of

(name in both English and Chinese)
................................................................................................................ being

(correspondence or home address)

Qualification Issuing Authority Date Issued
 
 
 
 

  

Post Title Name of Organization/Company
Period

From To
 
 
 
 

   

qualified for registration under section 12(1)*(a)/(b)/(c)/section 15 of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance apply for
*registration/provisional registration as a radiographer and request that my
name be placed on Part .................... (Category ....................) of the
Register.
2. I hold the following qualifications (please state qualifications obtained
in chronological order):

3. I have the following professional experience (please state professional
experience obtained in chronological order):
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Signed at ......................................
......................................................
the ........... day of .......... 19 ........

....................................................
(Signature of Applicant)

 
Before me,
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
(Name in block letters)  (Signature)

 
* Radiographer registered in Part I of the Register/Barrister/Solicitor/

Registered Medical Practitioner/Commissioner for Oaths.
 

 

 

 

 

4. My business address(es) *is/are as follows:
(English) .........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(Chinese) .........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
5. My telephone numbers are ............................... (Home)
................................ (Office).
6. I *†have/have not been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an
offence punishable with imprisonment. I *have/have not been found guilty
in Hong Kong or elsewhere of unprofessional conduct. I *am/am not the
subject of an existing order under section 22(1)(i) or (ii) of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance.

I declare that the information given in this application is correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

......................................................... .......................................................
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Photograph
of

Applicant
 

 
 

 

 
†

Please supply details of conviction.
* Delete if inappropriate.

(47 of 1997 s. 10)
__________

Form 2A
[s. 9(1)]

RADIOGRAPHERS BOARD
HONG KONG

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

Certificate of Registration
 

Number of Register: .........................
 

 

 
 

    

   

   

 

This is to certify that ..............................................................................
whose address is..............................................................................................
and whose photograph appears hereon was on the .............. day of
............................ 19 ........ admitted to Part .......... (Category ..........) of the
Register of Radiographers.

Dated this ................  day of .....................  19 ..........
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Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

............................................................

(L.N. 90 of 2004)
__________

Form 2B
[s. 9(2)]

RADIOGRAPHERS BOARD
HONG KONG

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

Certificate of Provisional Registration
 

Number of Register: .........................
 

 
 

    

   

   

 

This is to certify that ..............................................................................
whose address is..............................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
and whose photograph appears hereon was on the ............. day of
................................... 19 ........ admitted to Part IV (Category ....................)
of the Register of Radiographers subject to the undermentioned conditions.

Conditions imposed pursuant to section 15(3) of the Supplementary
Medical Professions Ordinance—

Dated this ......... day of ............. 19 .......
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Photograph   

   

   

   Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

   

............................................................

(L.N. 90 of 2004)
__________

Form 3
[s. 13]

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

RADIOGRAPHERS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

Particulars of a Company carrying on the
Business of Practising Radiography

Presented by............................................................................................
(Name of Company)

of......................................................................................................................
(Registered Business Address)

(Business Registration Certificate No.)

Name in
full Position

Certificate of
Registration No. and
Date of Registration
where Directors are

registered

Part and
Category

registered in

Residential
address

.........................................................................................................................

Particulars of the names and addresses of all persons who are
professionally qualified directors, other directors or managers of the above
company in respect of the business of radiography carried on by it at
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
under the name of ...........................................................................................
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Name
in full

Residential
address

Occupa-
tion

Qualifi-
cations

Certificate
of

Registration
No. and Date

of
Registration

Part and
Category
registered

in

Duties
performed

    
 
 
 

  

 

 
(Signature)

 (State whether director
or manager or secretary)

and of persons who practise radiography in connection with the business of
the said company in the above.

Dated this .......... day of ................... 19.........

........................................................

__________

Form 4
[s. 26(2)]

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

RADIOGRAPHERS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

Notice of Inquiry
 

[Date]
 

Sir/Madam,
On behalf of the Radiographers Board notice is hereby given to you

that, in consequence of a complaint made against you to the
Board/information received by the Board, an inquiry is to be held into the
following charge(s) against you—
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(If the allegation relates to conviction) That you were on the
....................................  day of ............. 19 ...... at...........................................
...................................................................................................(specify court
recording the conviction) convicted of .................................... (set out
particulars of the conviction in sufficient detail to identify the case).
 

or
 

 
or

 

 
or

 
(If the allegation is that the registered radiographer was not qualified,

at the time of his registration, to be registered) That you..............................

 
or

 

.................................................................... (set out briefly the facts alleged).

(If the charge relates to conduct) That you ............................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................. (set out
briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged you have
been guilty of unprofessional conduct.

(If the allegation relates to obtaining registration by fraud or
misrepresentation) That you ...........................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................. (set out
briefly the fact alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged you
obtained registration by fraud or misrepresentation.

.........................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................. (set out
briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged you were
not at the time of your registration qualified to be registered.

(If the allegation is that the registered radiographer has not complied
with or is in breach of any condition of his registration or has failed to
comply with the Ordinance) That you ............................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
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or

 

........................................................................................................................ ,
at ........ a.m./p.m. to consider the above-mentioned charge(s)/allegation(s)
in a complaint against you, and to determine whether or not the Board
should take any action against you under section .............. (state whether
section 13 or 22) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance.

(If the charge or allegation is that an applicant for registration has
been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of any offence punishable with
imprisonment, has been guilty of unprofessional conduct, is not qualified to
be registered in his application for registration, has been guilty of fraud or
misrepresentation or has failed to comply with the Ordinance) That on the
.......... day of ....................... 19 ......... you made application to the Secretary
for registration in accordance with section 13 of the Supplementary
Medical Professions Ordinance, whereas ................................................
.........................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................. (set out
briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged your name
should not be approved to be entered upon the Register.

(Where there is more than one charge or allegation they are to be
numbered consecutively).

Notice is further given to you that on .................... (day of the week)
the ............... day of .............. 19 ......, a meeting of the Board will be held at
.........................................................................................................................
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 Secretary,
Radiographers Board.

You are hereby invited to answer in writing the above-mentioned
charge(s)/allegation(s) and also to appear before the Board at the place and
time specified above, for the purpose of answering such
charge(s)/allegation(s). You may appear in person or by counsel or solicitor.
The Board has power, if you do not appear, to hear and decide upon the said
charge(s)/allegation(s) in your absence.

Any answer, admission, or other statement or communication which
you may desire to make with respect to the said charge(s)/allegation(s) in a
complaint should be addressed to the Secretary.

If you desire to make any application that the inquiry should be
postponed, you should send an application in writing to the Secretary as
soon as may be, stating the grounds on which you desire a postponement.
Any such application will be considered by the Chairman of the Board.

A copy of the Radiographers (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) Regulation is sent herewith for your information.

........................................................

__________

Form 5
[s. 45(2)]

S  M  P  O
(Chapter 359)

RADIOGRAPHERS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

Summons to Witness
 

In the matter of a Disciplinary Inquiry under section 13/section 22 of
the Ordinance:

And in the matter of (1) ...................................................................
To(2) .................................................................................................................

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Radiographers Board
at......................................................................................................................
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 Chairman,
Radiographers Board.

Note:

on the .............. day of ...................... , at ............ o’clock in the
.............................................................. noon to give evidence touching the
matter under inquiry (3) and also to bring with you and produce (4)

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................
Given under my hand this ............ day of ............. 19 .......

.......................................................

(1) Insert name of registered radiographer.
(2) Insert name and address of witness.
(3) Delete if not required.
(4) Specify the books, documents or other things to be produced.

(L.N. 154 of 1996)

___________

Schedule 3
[ss. 10 & 18]

Fees

Item Fee
$

1. 1,330
2. 1,085
3.

435
4.

310
5.

360
6.

585
7. 720
8.

1,750

Particular

Registration under section 13 of the Ordinance .....................
Provisional registration under section 15 of the Ordinance....
Practising certificate issued under section 16 of the
Ordinance ...............................................................................
Certified copy of a certificate of registration under section
14(3) of the Ordinance ...........................................................
Duplicate certificate of registration under section 14(7) of
the Ordinance .........................................................................
Restoration to the register under section 10(5) of the
Ordinance ...............................................................................
Certificate of standing under section 14A of the Ordinance...
Examination fee for an examination for the purpose of
section 15A of the Ordinance .................................................
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9.
545

Certificate verifying registration under section 14A of the
Ordinance ...............................................................................

(L.N. 319 of 1996; L.N. 323 of 2000; L.N. 89 of 2006; L.N. 140 of 2015)

___________

Schedule 4
[s. 15]

Restrictions on Practice of Radiographers

Part 1
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Item Radiographer Purpose Condition

1.

2.

3.

4. Medical exposure
involving the
taking of plain

di h f

Part I
diagnostic
radiographer
Part II
diagnostic
radiographer
Part III
diagnostic
radiographer

Medical exposure
involving the use
of a contrast
medium or
tomography for
diagnostic
purposes

Under the personal
supervision of a medical
practitioner who must be
present on the premises in
which the examination is
taking place at the time it
takes place.

Part I
diagnostic
radiographer

Medical exposure
involving
localization
fluoroscopy for
positioning of a
patient in
radiodiagnostic
examinations to be
undertaken by a
medical
practitioner

Under the personal
supervision of a medical
practitioner who must be
present on the premises in
which the examination is
taking place at the time it
takes place.

Part I
diagnostic
radiographer

Medical exposure
involving the
taking of plain
radiograph for
diagnostic
purposes

On referral by—
(a) a medical

practitioner;
(b) in the case of

medical exposure
of the teeth or jaw,
either a medical
practitioner or a
registered dentist;
or

(c) in the case of
medical exposure
of the vertebral
column and
peripheral joints,
including the
pelvis, either a
medical
practitioner or a
chiropractor. (L.N.
90 of 2004)

Part II
diagnostic
radiographer
P t III

(a) On referral by—

(i) a medical
practitioner;
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radiograph for
diagnostic
purposes

5. Part IV
diagnostic
radiographer

Medical exposure
involving the
taking of plain
radiograph for
diagnostic
purposes

Part III
diagnostic
radiographer

p ;
(ii) in the case of

medical exposure
of the teeth or jaw,
either a medical
practitioner or a
registered dentist;
or

(iii) in the case of
medical exposure
of the vertebral
column and
peripheral joints,
including the
pelvis, either a
medical
practitioner or a
chiropractor; and
(L.N. 90 of 2004)

(b) under the direction of—

(i) a medical
practitioner; or

(ii) a Part I diagnostic
radiographer.

(a) On referral by—

(i) a medical
practitioner;

(ii) in the case of
medical exposure
of the teeth or jaw,
either a medical
practitioner or a
registered dentist;
or

(iii) in the case of
medical exposure
of the vertebral
column and
peripheral joints,
including the
pelvis, either a
medical
practitioner or a
chiropractor; and
(L.N. 90 of 2004)

(b) nder the personal
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(b) under the personal
supervision of any of
the following persons
who must be present on
the premises in which
the examination is
taking place at the time
it takes place—

(i) a medical
practitioner;

(ii) a Part I diagnostic
radiographer; or

(iii) a Part II diagnostic
radiographer or
Part III diagnostic
radiographer
acting subject to
the direction of a
medical
practitioner or a
Part I diagnostic
radiographer.

Part 2
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Item Radiographer Procedure Condition

1.

2.

3.

Part I
therapeutic
radiographer

All procedures in
therapeutic
radiography

Under the direction of a
medical practitioner.

Part II
therapeutic
radiographer

(a) All procedures
in therapeutic
radiography
without
involving
radioactive
substances

Under the supervision of—
(a) a medical practitioner;

or
(b) a Part I therapeutic

radiographer acting
subject to the direction
of a medical
practitioner.

(b) All procedures
in therapeutic
radiography
involving
radioactive
substances

Under the personal
supervision of any of the
following persons who must
be present on the premises in
which the treatment is taking
place at the time it takes
place—
(a) a medical practitioner;

or
(b) a Part I therapeutic

radiographer acting
subject to the direction
of a medical
practitioner.

Part IV
therapeutic
radiographer

All procedures in
therapeutic
radiography

Under the personal
supervision of any of the
following persons who must
be present on the premises in
which the treatment is taking
place at the time it takes place
—
(a) a medical practitioner; or
(b) a Part I therapeutic

radiographer acting
subject to the direction
of a medical practitioner.

(E.R. 1 of 2023)

___________

Schedule 5
[s. 16]
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Exemption from the Ordinance

Item Person Exempt Exempt
Section

Part 1
21(1)

21(1)
21(1) and (2)

21(1)

21(1)

Part 2
21(1)

21(1)

21(1)

1. A registered medical practitioner while practising
medicine

2. A registered dentist while practising dentistry
3. A veterinary surgeon registered under the

Veterinary Surgeons Registration Ordinance
(Cap. 529) in relation to any treatment by him of
an animal )(L.N. 7 of 1999

4. A student in the course of undergoing any course
in medicine or dentistry at the University of
Hong Kong or The Chinese University of Hong
Kong (except during a period between the end of
an academic year of the relevant course and the
beginning of the next academic year)

5. A student in the course of undergoing any course
in radiography at The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University while practising radiography at such
institutions as the Board may specify

6. A day procedure centre, or clinic, within the
meaning of the Private Healthcare Facilities
Ordinance (Cap. 633) and operated by an
individual person licensed to operate it under that
Ordinance (34 of 2018 s. 178 and E.R. 5 of 2018)

6A. A scheduled nursing home within the meaning of
the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance (Cap.
633) for which an exemption granted to an
individual person under section 128 of that
Ordinance is in force (34 of 2018 s. 178 and E.R.
5 of 2018)

6B. A nursing home within the meaning of the
Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons)
Ordinance (Cap. 459) for which a licence issued
or renewed to an individual person under that
Ordinance is in force (34 of 2018 s. 178)

141

Item Person Exempt Exempt
Section

20 and 21(1)

20 and 21(1)

20 and 21(1)

21(1)

20 and 21(1)

7. A private healthcare facility within the meaning
of the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance
(Cap. 633) and operated by a corporation
licensed to operate it under that Ordinance (34 of 
2018 s. 178 and E.R. 5 of 2018)

7A. A scheduled nursing home within the meaning of
the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance (Cap.
633) for which an exemption granted to a
corporation under section 128 of that Ordinance
is in force (34 of 2018 s. 178 and E.R. 5 of 2018)

7B. A nursing home within the meaning of the
Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons)
Ordinance (Cap. 459) for which a licence issued
or renewed to a corporation under that Ordinance
is in force (34 of 2018 s. 178)

8-9. (Repealed 34 of 2018 s. 178)
10. A medical clinic carried on by an individual and

registered under the Medical Clinics Ordinance
(Cap. 343)

11. A medical clinic carried on by a corporation and
registered under the Medical Clinics Ordinance
(Cap. 343)

___________

Schedule 6
[ss. 19 & 20]

Preliminary Investigation Committee

1. Member ceasing to be member on becoming member of Board
A member of the Committee other than the Chairman of the
Committee who during the period of his office becomes a member
of the Board shall cease to be a member of the Committee.

2. Appointment of acting Chairman
If the Chairman of the Committee is or will be unable temporarily
to exercise his functions another member of the Board may be
nominated by the Board and appointed by the Chairman of the
Board to act during the period of his appointment, as Chairman of
the Committee.
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3. Appointment of acting member
If a member of the Committee is or will be unable temporarily to
exercise his functions as a member of the Committee a person
satisfying the same criteria as applied to the appointment of that
member may be nominated either by the Hong Kong
Radiographers’ Association, the Association of Therapeutic
Radiographers or the Hong Kong Radiological Technicians
Association as the case may be and appointed by the Chairman of
the Board to act during the period of his appointment, for that
member.

4. Effect of lapse or termination of appointment
If at the time the Committee is considering any complaint under this
Regulation—

(a) the appointment of any person to be the Chairman or a
member of the Committee lapses by virtue of section 20
of this Regulation or terminates by operation of section 1
of this Schedule; or

(b) the appointment of any person under section 2 or 3 of
this Schedule lapses,

then if such person is not thereupon elected or re-elected or
appointed or reappointed, as the case may be, to be the Chairman or
a member of the Committee, the chairmanship or membership of
such person shall continue by virtue of this section for the purposes
of the consideration of such complaint by the Committee, but for no
other purpose, until the Committee has discharged its functions in
respect of such complaint.

5. Resignation by Chairman and member of Committee
(1) The Chairman or a member of the Committee may at any time

resign from the Committee by notice in writing addressed to
the Secretary, save that, if at the time such notice is given the
Committee is considering any complaint the person so
resigning shall, if so required by the Chairman of the Board,
continue to be Chairman or a member of the Committee for
the purposes of the consideration of such complaint but for no
other purpose, until the Committee has discharged its
functions in respect of the complaint.

(2) Section 20 of this Regulation shall apply to any vacancy
arising from any resignation under this section as if the
vacancy had occurred by effluxion of time.
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6. Chairman or member of Committee attending Board meeting
The Chairman of the Committee shall not and no member of the
Committee shall attend any meeting of the Board as a member of
the Board during the hearing or determination of any complaint
against any person which is referred to the Board by the Committee
for determination if such member has attended any meeting of the
Committee at which such complaint was considered.

7. Meetings of Committee
(1) The Committee shall meet from time to time as directed by the

Chairman of the Committee who may at any time adjourn any
meeting of the Committee.

(2) Save as otherwise provided in the Ordinance the Chairman of
the Committee shall determine the procedure to be adopted at
any meeting.
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Cap. 359J Physiotherapists (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure)

Regulation

01/01/2025

2. Interpretation
In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise requires—
Board ( ) means the Physiotherapists Board established

under section 5 of the Ordinance;
Chairman of the Board ( ) means the Chairman of the

Board appointed under section 5(1)(a) of the Ordinance;
Chairman of the Committee ( ) means the Chairman of

the Committee appointed under section 17;
Committee ( ) means the Preliminary Investigation Committee

constituted under section 17;
complainant ( ) means any person from whom a complaint

against or information in respect of—
(a) a registered physiotherapist; or
(b) an applicant for registration as a physiotherapist,
has been received by the Secretary under section 18;

examination ( ) means an examination held under section 15A
of the Ordinance;

Legal Adviser ( ) means the legal adviser to the Board
appointed under section 5(4)(b) of the Ordinance;

notice of inquiry ( ) means a notice served in
accordance with section 23;

Part Ia physiotherapist ( Ia ) means a
physiotherapist whose name has been entered in Part Ia of the
register and Part Ib physiotherapist ( Ib

) and Part II physiotherapist ( II )
shall be construed accordingly;

physiotherapist ( ) means a person of the description
referred to in item 3 of the Schedule to the Ordinance;

register ( ) means the register kept in pursuance of section
10 of the Ordinance for the profession of physiotherapists;

respondent ( ) means a registered physiotherapist or an
applicant for registration as a physiotherapist against or in
respect of whom a complaint or information has been received
by the Secretary under section 18;
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Secretary ( ) means the Secretary of the Board appointed under
section 5(4)(a) of the Ordinance.

3. Form of register
(1) The register shall be in the form specified in Schedule 1.
(2) Without affecting the generality of subsection (1)—

(a) the register shall be divided into 2 parts, namely Part I
and Part II; and

(b) Part I of the register shall be subdivided into 2 parts,
namely Part Ia and Part Ib.

4. Qualifications for registration
For the purposes of section 12(1)(a) of the Ordinance, a person shall
be qualified for registration if he holds—

(a) a Bachelor of Science Degree in Physiotherapy awarded
by the Hong Kong Polytechnic or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University;

(b) a Professional Diploma in Physiotherapy issued by the
Hong Kong Polytechnic on or before 1 January 1995;

(c) a certificate issued by the Hong Kong Government
School of Physiotherapy of the Medical and Health
Department on or before 1 January 1981; or

(d) a certificate from the Board that he has passed an
examination relating to physiotherapy conducted under
section 15A of the Ordinance for the purposes of section
12(1)(a) of the Ordinance.

5. Entry in various parts of the register
(1) For the purposes of section 13(4) of the Ordinance, the

Secretary shall enter the name of a physiotherapist—
(a) who—

(i) holds a qualification referred to in section 4; and
(ii) has recognized experience of not less than 1 year

acquired after the physiotherapist acquired such
qualification,

in Part Ia of the register;
(b) who holds a qualification referred to in section 4 but does

not have the recognized experience referred to in
paragraph (a)(ii), in Part Ib of the register;

146



(c) who is qualified to be registered under section 12(1)(b)
or (c) of the Ordinance, in Part Ia or Ib of the register as
the Council may determine under section 12(1A) of the
Ordinance; and

(d) to whom a certificate of provisional registration has been
issued under section 15 of the Ordinance, in Part II of the
register.

(2) In subsection (1)(a)(ii), recognized experience ( ), in
relation to a physiotherapist, means experience in the practice
of physiotherapy acquired by him other than in the course of
practising physiotherapy—
(a) as a sole proprietor; or
(b) in any other capacity at a profit-seeking establishment at

which no other physiotherapist who has experience of
not less than 1 year in the practice of physiotherapy
practises physiotherapy.

6. Restrictions on the practice of Part II physiotherapists
A Part II physiotherapist shall not practise otherwise than under the
supervision of a Part Ia physiotherapist.

7. Application for registration or provisional registration
(1) An application for registration as a physiotherapist under

section 13 of the Ordinance or for provisional registration as a
physiotherapist under section 15 of the Ordinance, as the case
may be, shall be in accordance with Form 1 in Schedule 2.

(2) A form of application for registration or provisional
registration shall be signed in the presence of a barrister,
commissioner for oaths, Part Ia physiotherapist, registered
medical practitioner or solicitor and shall be delivered to the
Secretary together with 4 photographs of the applicant of such
size as shall be specified by the Secretary. (47 of 1997 s. 10)

(3) The Secretary shall refer the application of a person claiming
to be qualified to be registered—
(a) under section 12(1)(a) or 15 of the Ordinance to the

Board; and
(b) under section 12(1)(b) or (c) of the Ordinance to the

Council,
as soon as practicable after receiving the application.

9. Certificates of registration and provisional registration
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(1) A certificate of registration issued under section 14(1) of the
Ordinance shall—
(a) in the case of a Part Ia physiotherapist, be in accordance

with Form 2A in Schedule 2;
(b) in the case of a Part Ib physiotherapist, be in accordance

with Form 2B in Schedule 2.
(2) A certificate of provisional registration issued under section 15

of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 2C in
Schedule 2.

10. Examinations
(1) An applicant to sit for an examination shall pay the fee

prescribed in Schedule 3 as a condition of entry to the
examination.

(2) An examination may be written, oral or practical and shall be
based upon such syllabus as the Board may from time to time
determine.

(3) The Board shall cause a candidate for an examination to be
informed of his results after the completion of the
examination.

12. Application for, and issue of, practising certificates
(1) An application for a practising certificate under section 16 of

the Ordinance shall be in writing.
(2) A practising certificate shall be in such form as may be

determined by the Secretary.

14. Statement by company
The statement required to be transmitted by a company carrying on
the business of a physiotherapist to the Secretary under section
20(3) of the Ordinance shall be in accordance with Form 3 in
Schedule 2.

17. Preliminary Investigation Committee
(1) For the purposes of performing the functions conferred upon it

by the Ordinance and this Regulation, there shall be a
Preliminary Investigation Committee consisting of—
(a) a Chairman who shall be a member of the Board

nominated by the Board and appointed by the Chairman
of the Board;
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(b) a Part Ia physiotherapist ordinarily resident in Hong
Kong, not being a member of the Board, who is
practising as a physiotherapist in the employment of the
Government, the Hospital Authority or an institution in
respect of which a grant is made directly or indirectly out
of the general revenue, nominated by the Hong Kong
Physiotherapy Association and appointed by the
Chairman of the Board; and

(c) a Part Ia physiotherapist ordinarily resident in Hong
Kong, not being a member of the Board, who is
practising as a physiotherapist other than as an employee
of the Government, the Hospital Authority or an
institution in respect of which a grant is made directly or
indirectly out of the general revenue, nominated by the
Hong Kong Physiotherapy Association and appointed by
the Chairman of the Board.

(2) Save as provided in Schedule 5 the members of the Committee
shall hold office for 12 months but at the end of such period
they may be renominated and reappointed.

(3) Schedule 5 shall apply to the Committee.

18. Submission of complaint or information
(1) Where—

(a) a complaint is made to the Secretary in respect of a
registered physiotherapist; or

(b) information is received by the Secretary in respect of an
application for registration,

as to any of the matters referred to in paragraph (a), (b), (c),
(d) or (e) of section 22(1) of the Ordinance he shall submit the
complaint or that information to the Chairman of the
Committee.

(2) In this Part, complaint ( ) includes information received
by the Secretary under subsection (1)(b) and submitted under
that subsection.

19. Complaint touching conduct
(1) Where, in a complaint submitted by the Secretary to the

Chairman of the Committee under section 18, any allegation is
made which in the opinion of the Chairman of the Committee
gives rise to a question whether a registered physiotherapist or
an applicant for registration—
(a) has been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an

offence punishable with imprisonment;
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(b) has been guilty in Hong Kong or elsewhere of
unprofessional conduct; or

(c) may be guilty of any of the matters referred to in
paragraph (c), (d) or (e) of section 22(1) of the
Ordinance,

the Chairman of the Committee may require that the complaint
be formulated in writing setting out the grounds thereof and,
except where the complaint is in writing under the hand of a
public officer, supported by one or more statutory declarations
as to the facts of the case.

(2) Each statutory declaration referred to in subsection (1)—
(a) shall state the address and description of the declarant;

and
(b) if any fact declared is not within the personal knowledge

of the declarant, shall state the source of the declarant’s
information and the ground for his belief in the truth of
the facts.

20. Reference of complaint
(1) On receiving a complaint submitted under section 18, the

Chairman of the Committee shall fix a date for a meeting of
the Committee to consider the complaint for the purpose
of determining whether it should be referred to the Board for
inquiry.

(2) Where a complaint is to be considered by the Committee for
the purposes described in subsection (1) the Secretary shall—
(a) notify the respondent of the receipt of the complaint;
(b) inform him of the substance thereof;
(c) forward to him a copy of any statutory declaration

furnished under section 19(1);
(d) inform him of the date fixed for the meeting of the

Committee to consider the complaint; and
(e) invite him to submit to the Committee any explanation

he wishes to offer for his conduct or any other matter
alleged in the complaint.

21. Consideration of complaint by Committee
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(1) The Secretary shall, at the meeting at which a complaint is
considered, put before the Committee the complaint, any
statutory declaration received therewith, any explanation
submitted by the respondent; and any other available
document or matter in the nature of evidence relevant to the
complaint.

(2) The Committee shall consider any document or matter put
before it under subsection (1) and, subject to subsection (3),
shall determine either—
(a) that no inquiry shall be held; or
(b) that the complaint shall in whole or in part be referred to

the Board for inquiry.
(3) Before coming to a determination under subsection (2), the

Committee may cause to be made such further investigation
and may obtain such additional advice or assistance as it
considers necessary.

22. Determination of Committee that no inquiry be held
If the Committee determines that no inquiry shall be held, it shall
direct that the complaint be dismissed and the Secretary shall
inform the respondent and the complainant, if any, accordingly.

23. Determination of Committee that inquiry be held
(1) If the Committee determines that an inquiry shall be held it

shall refer the case to the Board and the Chairman of the
Committee shall notify the Chairman of the Board of the
matters into which inquiry is to be held.

(2) Where a matter is referred to the Board under subsection (1),
the Chairman of the Board shall fix a date for holding an
inquiry and the Secretary shall, within 1 month of the
determination of the Committee to refer the complaint to the
Board, serve on the respondent—
(a) a notice of inquiry which shall be in accordance with

Form 4 in Schedule 2; and
(b) a copy of this Regulation.

(3) A notice of inquiry shall—
(a) in a case where the complaint is that the respondent has

been guilty of misconduct, state in the form of a charge,
which shall be formulated by the Secretary, the matters
into which inquiry is to be held;

(b) in any other case, state the allegation contained in the
complaint; and
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(c) specify the date, time and place at which the inquiry is to
be held.

(4) An inquiry shall not be held until 28 days after the date of
service of the notice of inquiry unless the respondent consents
in writing to holding it earlier.

(5) Service of a notice of inquiry on the respondent shall be by
registered post addressed to him at his address last known to
the Secretary.

(6) Within the time stipulated for service of the notice of inquiry,
the Secretary shall send a copy of the notice of inquiry to the
complainant, if any.

38. Making of an order or postponement to future meeting
Where the Board makes a finding of guilt or that any allegation
against the respondent has been proved under section 35(a) or 37, it
shall—

(a) if the respondent is a registered person, subject to section
41, make an order; and

(b) if the respondent is an applicant for registration, subject
to section 41, decide whether to decline his application
for registration; or

(c) postpone to a future meeting to be held on a date to be
decided by the Board, the making of an order under
paragraph (a) or a decision under paragraph (b),

and the Chairman of the Board shall announce the decision of the
Board.

40. Making of order at future meeting
At any future meeting referred to in section 38, the Board shall,
subject to section 41—

(a) if the respondent is a registered person, determine the
order to be made; and

(b) if the respondent is an applicant for registration, decide
whether to reject his application for registration,

and the Chairman of the Board shall announce the determination or
decision of the Board.

41. Opportunity for mitigation
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(1) At any meeting of the Board at which the Board proposes to
make in respect of a respondent an order or a decision to
decline his application for registration, before the order or
decision is made, an opportunity shall be given to the
respondent or his counsel or solicitor to make a statement in
mitigation and to adduce evidence as to the circumstances
leading to the commission of the offence or the conduct
complained of and as to the character and antecedents of the
respondent.

(2) At any meeting referred to in subsection (1), before the order
or decision of the Board is made—
(a) the Secretary or any other person presenting the case

against the respondent may, if the respondent has been
the subject of a previous order, produce to the Board the
records of the meeting at which that order was made; and

(b) the respondent, in person or by his counsel or solicitor,
may make a statement by way of mitigation and adduce
evidence as to the circumstances leading to the previous
order.

42. Evidence
(1) Evidence may be taken by the Board by oral statement on oath

or by written deposition or statement.
(2) A summons under section 23(1)(b) of the Ordinance to any

person requiring him to attend an inquiry to give evidence or
produce any document or other thing in his possession shall be
in accordance with Form 5 in Schedule 2.

(3) Every witness shall be examined by the party producing him
and may then be cross-examined by the other party and may
be re-examined by the party producing that witness only upon
matters arising out of the cross-examination.

(4) The Board may refuse to admit the evidence of any deponent
to a document who is not present for, or who refuses to submit
to, cross-examination.

(5) The Chairman of the Board, and members of the Board
through the Chairman of the Board, may put such questions to
the parties or to any witness as they see fit, and the other
parties may then re-examine such party or witness on matters
arising out of such questioning.

43. Voting
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(1) In the taking of the votes of the Board on any question to be
determined by it, the Chairman of the Board shall call upon
the members to signify their votes and shall thereupon declare
the determination of the Board in respect of such question.

(2) Where a determination of the Board declared under subsection
(1) is challenged by any member of the Board, the Chairman
of the Board shall call upon each member severally to declare
his vote, announce his own vote and announce the number of
members of the Board who have voted each way, and the
result of the vote.

(3) Where on any question to be determined by the Board the
votes are equal, the question shall be deemed to have been
decided in favour of the respondent.

(4) No person other than members of the Board and the Legal
Adviser shall be present when the Board votes on any matter.

44. Inquiry by Board
The Legal Adviser shall be present at every inquiry held by the
Board in accordance with section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance and no
such inquiry shall commence if the Legal Adviser is not present.

45. Ordinary meetings of Board
The Chairman of the Board may give to the Legal Adviser prior
notice that his advice may be required at any meeting of the Board,
other than an inquiry under section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance, or at
any meeting of the Committee and, if such notice is given, the Legal
Adviser shall be present at such meeting.

46. Advice by Legal Adviser
(1) When the Legal Adviser advises the Board on any question of

law as to evidence, procedure or any other matter in any
inquiry under section 13 or 22 of the Ordinance he shall do so
in the presence of every party to the proceedings or the person
representing each party or, if the advice is tendered after the
Board has commenced to deliberate as to its findings, every
such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed of the
advice that the Legal Adviser has tendered.

(2) In any case where the Board does not accept the advice of the
Legal Adviser on any such question as aforesaid, every such
party or person shall be informed of this fact.

___________
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Schedule 1
[s. 3]

Form of Register

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY

PROCEDURE) REGULATION
 

Register of Physiotherapists
 

PART Ia
 

REGISTRATION
NO.

:

NAME : ............................................ (                      )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS
ADDRESS

:

QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

   

   

   

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................

............................................................................
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Photograph   

   

   

   

   Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

 
 
 

PART Ib
 

REGISTRATION
NO.

:

NAME : ............................................ (                      )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS
ADDRESS

:

QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

   

...................................................................

..............................................................................

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

.................................................................................

..........................................................................
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   Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

PART II
 

REGISTRATION
NO.

:

NAME : ............................................ (                      )
ADDRESS :
BUSINESS
ADDRESS

:

QUALIFICATIONS
AND DATE
OBTAINED :
  

DETAILS OF
WORKING
EXPERIENCE :
  

CERTIFICATE OF
PROVISIONAL
REGISTRATION
SERIAL NO. :
DATE OF
REGISTRATION :
REMARKS :
  

   

   

   
Photograph   

   

   

  

   Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

.................................................................................

..........................................................................

___________

Schedule 2
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[ss. 7, 9, 14, 23 & 42]

Forms

Form 1
[s. 7(1)]

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE

(Chapter 359)
 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

 
Application for Registration/Provisional Registration as a Physiotherapist

 
I

 (name in both English and Chinese)

of
 (correspondence or home address)

Qualification Issuing Authority Date Issued
 
 
 
 

  

Post Title Name of
Organization/Company

Period
From To

..........................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

being qualified for registration as a physiotherapist under section 12(1)*
(a)/(b)/(c)/section 15 of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
apply for *registration/provisional registration as a physiotherapist and
request that my name be placed on Part *Ia/Ib/II of the Register.

2. I hold the following qualifications (please state qualifications obtained
in chronological order):

3. I have the following professional experience (please state professional
experience obtained in chronological order):
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....................................................the ..........  day of ..........  19 ..........
(Signature of Applicant)

 
Before me,
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
(Name in block letters)  (Signature)

4. My business address(es) *is/are as follows:
(English) ........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(Chinese) ........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
5. My telephone numbers are ................................................ (Home)
................................................ (Office).

6. I * † have/have not been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of an
offence punishable with imprisonment. I *have/have not been found guilty
in Hong Kong or elsewhere of unprofessional conduct. I *am/am not the
subject of an existing order under section 22(1)(i) or (ii) of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance.

I declare that the information given in this application is correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

Signed at........................................

....................................................... ......................................................
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* Commissioner for Oaths/
   Solicitor/Barrister/Part Ia Physiotherapist/
   Registered Medical Practitioner.
 
 
 
 

 

  

 Photograph
of

Applicant
 

  

  

  
†

Please supply details of conviction.
* Delete if inappropriate.

(47 of 1997 s. 10)

__________

Form 2A
[s. 9(1)]

 
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS BOARD

HONG KONG
 

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
Certificate of Registration

 
Number of Register: .........................

 
This is to certify that ..............................................................................
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Photograph   

 
 

  

   

   

   Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

whose photograph appears hereon was on the ............................ day of
.................................. 19 ........... admitted to Part Ia of the Register of
Physiotherapists.

Dated this ............. day of ..................... 19 ...........

............................................................

(L.N. 89 of 2004)

__________

Form 2B
[s. 9(1)]

 
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS BOARD

HONG KONG
 

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
Certificate of Registration

 
 

Number of Register: .........................
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Photograph   

 
 

  

   

   

   Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

This is to certify that ..............................................................................
whose photograph appears hereon was on the ............................ day of
.................................. 19 ........... admitted to Part Ib of the Register of
Physiotherapists.

Dated this ............. day of ..................... 19 ...........

............................................................

(L.N. 89 of 2004)

__________

Form 2C
[s. 9(2)]

 
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS BOARD

HONG KONG
 

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE
(Chapter 359)

 
Certificate of Provisional Registration

 
Number of Register: .........................

 
This is to certify that ..............................................................................
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Photograph   

 
 

  

   

   

   Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

whose photograph appears hereon was on the ............................ day of
.................................. 19 ........... admitted to Part II of the Register of
Physiotherapists subject to the under-mentioned conditions.

Conditions imposed pursuant to section 15(3) of the Supplementary
Medical Professions Ordinance─

Dated this ............. day of ..................... 19 ...........

............................................................

(L.N. 89 of 2004)

__________

Form 3
[s. 14]

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE

(Chapter 359)
 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

 
Particulars of a Company carrying on the

Business of Practising Physiotherapy
 

Presented by .........................................................................................
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 (Name of Company)

of
 (Registered Business Address)

(Business Registration Certificate No.)

Name in
full Position

Certificate of
Registration No. and
Date of Registration
where Directors are

registered

Part registered
in

Residential
address

  

 
 
 
 

  

Name
in full

Residential
address

Occupation Qualifications

Certificate of
Registration
No. and Date

of
Registration

Part
registered

in

Duties
performed

    

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

..................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Particulars of the names and addresses of all persons who are
professionally qualified directors, other directors or managers of the above
company in respect of the business of physiotherapy carried on by it at.....
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
under the name of ...........................................................................................

and of persons who practise physiotherapy in connection with the business
of the said company in the above.

Dated this .............. day of ........................... 19.............
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(Signature)
 (State whether director

......................................................

or manager or secretary)

__________

Form 4
[s. 23(2)]

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE

(Chapter 359)
 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

 
Notice of Inquiry

 
[Date]

 

 

 
or

 

Sir/Madam,
On behalf of the Physiotherapists Board notice is hereby given to you

that, in consequence of a complaint made against you to the
Board/information received by the Board, an inquiry is to be held into the
following charge(s) against you—

(If the allegation relates to conviction) That you were on the ........
day of ............. 19 ...... at ................................................................................
......................................................................... (specify court recording the
conviction) convicted of ................................................................................
(set out particulars of the conviction in sufficient detail to identify the
case).

(If the charge relates to conduct) That you ...........................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
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or

 

 
or

 

 
or

 

 
or

 

(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
you have been guilty of unprofessional conduct.

(If the allegation relates to obtaining registration by fraud or
misrepresentation) That you ..........................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
you obtained registration by fraud or misrepresentation.

(If the allegation is that the registered physiotherapist was not
qualified, at the time of his registration, to be registered) That you .............
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
you were not at the time of your registration qualified to be registered.

(If the allegation is that the registered physiotherapist has not
complied with or is in breach of any condition of his registration or has
failed to comply with the Ordinance) That you .............................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged).
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 Secretary,
Physiotherapists Board.

(If the charge or allegation is that an applicant for registration has
been convicted in Hong Kong or elsewhere of any offence punishable with
imprisonment, has been guilty of unprofessional conduct, is not qualified
to be registered in his application for registration, has been guilty of fraud
or misrepresentation or has failed to comply with the Ordinance) That on
the .......... day of ....................... 19 ......... you made application to the
Secretary for registration in accordance with section 13 of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance, whereas .............................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
(set out briefly the facts alleged); and that in relation to the facts alleged
your name should not be approved to be entered upon the register.

(Where there is more than one charge or allegation they are to be
numbered consecutively).

Notice is further given to you that on .................... (day of the week)
the ............... day of .............. 19 ......, a meeting of the Board will be held
at ..................................................................................................................,
at ................. a.m./p.m. to consider the above-mentioned
charge(s)/allegation(s) in a complaint against you, and to determine
whether or not the Board should take any action against you under section
..................................... (state whether section 13 or 22) of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance.

You are hereby invited to answer in writing the above-mentioned
charge(s)/allegation(s) and also to appear before the Board at the place and
time specified above, for the purpose of answering such
charge(s)/allegation(s). You may appear in person or by counsel or
solicitor. The Board has power, if you do not appear, to hear and decide
upon the said charge(s)/allegation(s) in your absence.

Any answer, admission, or other statement or communication which
you may desire to make with respect to the said charge(s)/allegation(s) in a
complaint should be addressed to the Secretary.

If you desire to make any application that the inquiry should be
postponed, you should send an application in writing to the Secretary as
soon as may be, stating the grounds on which you desire a postponement.
Any such application will be considered by the Chairman of the Board.

A copy of the Physiotherapists (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) Regulation is sent herewith for your information.

.......................................................
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__________

Form 5
[s. 42(2)]

 
SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE

(Chapter 359)
 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS (REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY
PROCEDURE) REGULATION

 
Summons to Witness

 

 
 

 

 Chairman,
Physiotherapists Board.

Note:

In the matter of a Disciplinary Inquiry under section 13/section 22 of
the Ordinance:

And in the matter of (1) .......................................................................
To (2) ............................................................................................................

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Physiotherapists
Board at ......................................................................................................
on the ................. day of ............ 19 .........., at ............. o’clock in the
........................................................... noon to give evidence touching the
matter under inquiry (3) and also to bring with you and produce (4)

....................................................................................................................
Given under my hand this ............ day of ............. 19 .......

.......................................................

(1)  Insert name of registered physiotherapist.
(2)  Insert name and address of witness.
(3)  Delete if not required.
(4)  Specify the books, documents or other things to be produced.

___________

Schedule 3
[ss. 10 & 15]
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Fees

Item Particulars Fee
$

1. Registration under section 13 of the Ordinance 1,330
2. Provisional registration under section 15 of the Ordinance 1,085
3. Practising certificate issued under section 16 of the

Ordinance
435

4. Certified copy of a certificate of registration under section
14(3) of the Ordinance

310

5. Duplicate certificate of registration under section 14(7) of
the Ordinance

360

6. Restoration to the register under section 10(5) of the
Ordinance

585

7. Certificate of standing under section 14A of the Ordinance 720
8. Examination fee for any examination conducted under

section 15A of the Ordinance
1,750

9. Certificate verifying registration under section 14A of the
Ordinance

545

(L.N. 322 of 2000; L.N. 91 of 2006; L.N. 141 of 2015)

___________

Schedule 4
[s. 16]

Exemptions from the Ordinance

Item Person Exempt
Exempt
Section

 
Part 1

 
21(1)

21(1)

1. A registered medical practitioner while
practising medicine

2. A registered dentist as defined by section 2(1) of
the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156)
while practising dentistry (22 of 2024 s. 131)
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Item Person Exempt
Exempt
Section

21(1)

21(1) and (2)

 
Part 2

 
21(1)

21(1)

21(1)

20 and 21(1)

20 and 21(1)

3. A student in the course of undergoing any course
in physiotherapy, medicine or dentistry at the
University of Hong Kong, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong or The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University

4. A veterinary surgeon registered under the
Veterinary Surgeons Registration Ordinance
(Cap. 529) in relation to any treatment by him of
an animal (L.N. 6 of 1999)

5. A day procedure centre, or clinic, within the
meaning of the Private Healthcare Facilities
Ordinance (Cap. 633) and operated by an
individual person licensed to operate it under
that Ordinance (34 of 2018 s. 179 and E.R. 5 of
2018)

5A. A scheduled nursing home within the meaning of
the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance (Cap.
633) for which an exemption granted to an
individual person under section 128 of that
Ordinance is in force (34 of 2018 s. 179 and E.R.
5 of 2018)

5B. A nursing home within the meaning of the
Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons)
Ordinance (Cap. 459) for which a licence issued
or renewed to an individual person under that
Ordinance is in force (34 of 2018 s. 179)

6. A private healthcare facility within the meaning
of the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance
(Cap. 633) and operated by a corporation
licensed to operate it under that Ordinance (34 of 
2018 s. 179 and E.R. 5 of 2018)

6A. A scheduled nursing home within the meaning of
the Private Healthcare Facilities Ordinance (Cap.
633) for which an exemption granted to a
corporation under section 128 of that Ordinance
is in force (34 of 2018 s. 179 and E.R. 5 of 2018)
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Item Person Exempt
Exempt
Section

20 and 21(1)

21(1)

20 and 21(1)

6B. A nursing home within the meaning of the
Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons)
Ordinance (Cap. 459) for which a licence issued
or renewed to a corporation under that
Ordinance is in force (34 of 2018 s. 179)

7-8. (Repealed 34 of 2018 s. 179)
9. A medical clinic carried on by an individual

person and registered under the Medical Clinics
Ordinance (Cap. 343)

10. A medical clinic carried on by a corporation and
registered under the Medical Clinics Ordinance
(Cap. 343)

___________

Schedule 5
[s. 17]

Preliminary Investigation Committee

1. Member ceasing to be member on becoming member of Board
A member of the Committee other than the Chairman of the
Committee who during the period of his office becomes a member
of the Board shall cease to be a member of the Committee.

2. Appointment of acting Chairman
If the Chairman of the Committee is or will be unable temporarily
to exercise his functions another member of the Board may be
nominated by the Board and appointed by the Chairman of the
Board to act during the period of his appointment, as Chairman of
the Committee.

3. Appointment of acting member
If a member of the Committee is or will be unable temporarily to
exercise his functions as a member of the Committee, a person
satisfying the same criteria as applied to the appointment of that
member may be nominated by the Hong Kong Physiotherapy
Association and appointed by the Chairman of the Board to act
during the period of his appointment, for that member.
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4. Effect of lapse or termination of appointment
If at the time the Committee is considering any complaint or
information under this Regulation—

(a) the appointment of any person to be the Chairman or a
member of the Committee lapses by virtue of section 17
of this Regulation or terminates by operation of section 1
of this Schedule; or

(b) the appointment of any person under section 2 or 3 of
this Schedule lapses,

then if such person is not thereupon elected or re-elected or
appointed or reappointed, as the case may be, to be the Chairman or
a member of the Committee, the chairmanship or membership of
such person shall continue by virtue of this section for the purposes
of the consideration of such complaint or information by the
Committee, but for no other purpose, until the Committee has
discharged its functions in respect of such complaint or information.

5. Resignation by Chairman and member of Committee
(1) The Chairman or a member of the Committee may at any time

resign from the Committee by notice in writing addressed to
the Secretary, save that, if at the time such notice is given the
Committee is considering any complaint or information, the
person so resigning shall, if so required by the Chairman of the
Board, continue to be Chairman or member of the Committee
for the purposes of the consideration of such complaint or
information but for no other purpose, until the Committee has
discharged its functions in respect of the complaint or
information.

(2) Section 17 of this Regulation shall apply to any vacancy
arising from any resignation under this section as if the
vacancy had occurred by effluxion of time.

6. Chairman or member of Committee attending Board meeting
The Chairman of the Committee shall not and no member of the
Committee shall attend any meeting of the Board as a member of
the Board during the hearing or determination of any complaint or
information against any person which is referred to the Board by the
Committee for determination if such member has attended any
meeting of the Committee at which such complaint or information
was considered.

7. Meetings of Committee
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(1) The Committee shall meet from time to time as directed by the
Chairman of the Committee who may at any time adjourn any
meeting of the Committee.

(2) Save as otherwise provided in the Ordinance the Chairman of
the Committee shall determine the procedure to be adopted at
any meeting.
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Cap. 359D Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

(Application of Section 29) Notice
1990

06/05/2021

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Application of Section 29) Notice 1990

(Cap. 359, section 1(2))
(Enacting provision omitted—E.R. 2 of 2021)

(Format changes—E.R. 2 of 2021)

Under section 1(2) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 359), the Governor appoints 11 May 1990 as the day on which section
29 of the Ordinance shall apply to the professions specified in items 1, 2, 3,
4 and 5 of the Schedule to the Ordinance.

(E.R. 2 of 2021)
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Cap. 359E Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

(Application) Notice 1990

06/05/2021

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Application) Notice 1990

(Cap. 359, section 1(2))
(Enacting provision omitted—E.R. 2 of 2021)

(Format changes—E.R. 2 of 2021)

Under section 1(2) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 359), the Governor appoints— (E.R. 2 of 2021)

(a) 1 October 1990 as the day on which section 26(1), (1A) and
(1B) of the Ordinance shall apply to the professions specified
in items 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Schedule to the Ordinance;

(b) 1 October 1990 as the day on which sections 10(1), (2), (3),
(4)(a) and (b), (5) and (6), 11(4), 12, 13(1), (2) and (4), 14,
14A, 15, 15A, 15B, 16(2), (3), (4) and (5), 26(2), 27(a) and
(b), 28 and 30 of the Ordinance shall apply to the professions
specified in items 1 and 4 of the Schedule to the Ordinance;

(c) 1 August 1991 as the day on which sections 10(4)(c), (d) and
(e), 13(3), 16(1), (6) and (7), 17, 18, 18A, 20(1), (2) and (4),
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26(3) and 27(c), (e), (f) and (g) of the
Ordinance shall apply to the professions specified in items 1
and 4 of the Schedule to the Ordinance; and

(d) 1 July 1992 as the day on which sections 11(1), (2) and (3),
and 20(3) and (5) of the Ordinance shall apply to the
professions specified in items 1 and 4 of the Schedule to the
Ordinance.

(E.R. 2 of 2021)
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Cap. 359G Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

(Application to Optometrists)
Order 1994

23/09/2021

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Application to Optometrists) Order 1994

(Cap. 359, section 1(2))
(Enacting provision omitted—E.R. 4 of 2021)

[16 September 1994]
(Format changes—E.R. 4 of 2021)

Under section 1(2) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 359), the Governor has appointed— (E.R. 4 of 2021)

(a) 1 December 1994 as the day on which sections 10(1), (2), (3), (4)
(a) and (b), (5) and (6), 11(4), 12, 13(1), (2) and (4), 14, 14A, 15,
15A, 15B, 16(2), (3) and (5), 26(2), 27(a) and (b), 28 and 30 of
the Ordinance;

(b) 1 April 1996 as the day on which sections 10(4)(c), (d) and (e),
13(3), 16(1), (6) and (7), 17, 18, 18A, 20(1), (2) and (4), 21, 22,
23, 24, 25, 26(3) and 27(c), (e), (f) and (g) of the Ordinance; and

(c) 1 July 1996 as the day on which sections 11(1), (2) and (3) and
20(3) and (5) of the Ordinance,

shall apply to the profession specified in item 5 of the Schedule to the
Ordinance.
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Cap. 359I Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

(Application to Radiographers)
Order 1995

23/09/2021

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Application to Radiographers) Order 1995

(Cap. 359, section 1(2))
(Enacting provision omitted—E.R. 4 of 2021)

[24 March 1995]
(Format changes—E.R. 4 of 2021)

Under section 1(2) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 359), the Governor has appointed— (E.R. 4 of 2021)

(a) 1 July 1995 as the day on which sections 10(1), (2), (3), (4)(a)
and (b), (5) and (6), 11(4), 12, 13(1), (2) and (4), 14, 14A, 15,
15A, 15B, 16(2), (3) and (5), 26(2), 27(a) and (b), 28 and 30 of
the Ordinance;

(b) 1 November 1996 as the day on which sections 10(4)(c), (d) and
(e), 13(3), 16(1), (6) and (7), 17, 18, 18A, 20(1), (2) and (4), 21,
22, 23, 24, 25, 26(3) and 27(c), (e), (f) and (g) of the Ordinance;
and

(c) 1 January 1997 as the day on which sections 11(1), (2) and (3)
and 20(3) and (5) of the Ordinance,

shall apply to the profession specified in item 2 of the Schedule to the
Ordinance.
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Cap. 359K Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

(Application to Physiotherapists)
Order 1997

23/09/2021

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Application to Physiotherapists) Order 1997

(Cap. 359, section 1(2))
(Enacting provision omitted—E.R. 4 of 2021)

[3 January 1997]
(Format changes—E.R. 4 of 2021)

Under section 1(2) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 359), the Governor appoint 1 April 1997 as the day on which sections
10(1), (2), (3), (4)(a) and (b), (5) and (6), 11(4), 12, 13(1), (2) and (4), 14,
14A, 15, 15A, 15B, 16(2), (3) and (5), 26(2), 27(a) and (b), 28 and 30 of the
Ordinance shall apply to the profession specified in item 3 of the Schedule
to the Ordinance.

(E.R. 4 of 2021)
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Cap. 359L Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance

(Application) Order 1999

23/09/2021

Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Application) Order 1999

(Cap. 359, section 1(2))
(Enacting provision omitted—E.R. 4 of 2021)

[28 May 1999]
(Format changes—E.R. 4 of 2021)

Under section 1(2) of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance
(Cap. 359), the Chief Executive appoint 1 July 1999 as the day on which—
(E.R. 4 of 2021)

(a) sections 10(4)(c), (d) and (e), 11(1), (2) and (3), 13(3), 16(1), (6)
and (7), 17, 18, 18A, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26(3) and 27(c), (e),
(f) and (g) of the Ordinance shall apply to the profession
specified in item 3 of the Schedule to the Ordinance; and

(b) sections 19 and 27(d) of the Ordinance shall apply to all
professions specified in the Schedule to the Ordinance.
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Cap. 362 Trade Descriptions Ordinance 01/01/2025

Schedule 3
[ss. 2 & 37]

Exempt Persons
(Schedule 3 added 25 of 2012 s. 23)

(Note : Amendment made by the Dentists Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 2024 (22 of
2024) to this Schedule is partially commenced—see L.N. 146 of 2024.)

1. A certified public accountant as defined by section 2(1) of the
Professional Accountants Ordinance (Cap. 50). (Replaced L.N. 66 of
2022)

1A. A corporate practice as defined by section 2(1) of the Accounting
and Financial Reporting Council Ordinance (Cap. 588). (Added L.N.
66 of 2022)

2. A person who falls within paragraph (a) of the definition of CPA
firm in section 2(1) of the Accounting and Financial Reporting
Council Ordinance (Cap. 588). (Replaced L.N. 66 of 2022)

3. A person whose name is entered in the register of pharmacists under
section 5 of the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap. 138).

4. A registered dentist, or a person with provisional registration, within
the meaning of the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156), or a
person deemed to be a registered dentist under that Ordinance.
(Replaced 22 of 2024 s. 132)

5. A person whose name is recorded in the roll maintained under
regulation 4(2) of the Ancillary Dental Workers (Dental Hygienists)
Regulations (Cap. 156 sub. leg. B).
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6. A barrister, solicitor, foreign lawyer, foreign firm, Hong Kong firm
or notary public, as defined by section 2(1) of the Legal
Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159).

7. A pupil serving pupillage in accordance with the Barristers
(Qualification) Rules (Cap. 159 sub. leg. E).

8. A trainee solicitor as defined by rule 2 of the Trainee Solicitors
Rules (Cap. 159 sub. leg. J).

9. A registered medical practitioner as defined by section 2(1) of the
Medical Registration Ordinance (Cap. 161) or a person who is
provisionally registered in accordance with the provisions of section
12 of that Ordinance.

10. A registered midwife as defined by section 2(1) of the Midwives
Registration Ordinance (Cap. 162) or a person deemed by section
25 of that Ordinance to be a registered midwife.

11. A registered nurse or an enrolled nurse, as defined by section 2(1) of
the Nurses Registration Ordinance (Cap. 164), or a person deemed
by section 26 of that Ordinance to be a registered nurse or an
enrolled nurse.

12. A person whose name is entered in the register kept under section
10 of the Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance (Cap. 359)
for the profession of medical laboratory technologist, radiographer,
physiotherapist, occupational therapist or optometrist or a person
who is deemed by section 30(2) of that Ordinance to be so
registered or is provisionally so registered in accordance with the
provisions of section 15 of that Ordinance.

13. A person whose name is currently entered in the register of
registered architects established and maintained under section 8 of
the Architects Registration Ordinance (Cap. 408).
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14. A registered professional engineer as defined by section 2(1) of the
Engineers Registration Ordinance (Cap. 409).

15. A registered professional surveyor as defined by section 2(1) of the
Surveyors Registration Ordinance (Cap. 417).

16. A registered professional planner as defined by section 2(1) of the
Planners Registration Ordinance (Cap. 418).

17. A registered chiropractor as defined by section 2 of the
Chiropractors Registration Ordinance (Cap. 428).

18. An authorized land surveyor as defined by section 2 of the Land
Survey Ordinance (Cap. 473).

19. A registered social worker as defined by section 2(1) of the Social
Workers Registration Ordinance (Cap. 505).

20. A licensed estate agent or a licensed salesperson, as defined by
section 2(1) of the Estate Agents Ordinance (Cap. 511).

21. A person whose name is currently entered in the register of
registered landscape architects established and maintained under
section 7 of the Landscape Architects Registration Ordinance (Cap.
516).

22. A registered veterinary surgeon as defined by section 2 of the
Veterinary Surgeons Registration Ordinance (Cap. 529).

23. A listed Chinese medicine practitioner or a registered Chinese
medicine practitioner, as defined by section 2(1) of the Chinese
Medicine Ordinance (Cap. 549).

24. A registered professional housing manager as defined by section
2(1) of the Housing Managers Registration Ordinance (Cap. 550).
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Annex E 

 

 Implications of the Proposal 
 
 
Civil Service and Financial Implications 
 

 Compared to the option of training a supplementary medical 
professional through the local University Grants Committee system or 
through self-financing programme subsidised by government schemes, the 
proposal of allowing non-locally trained supplementary medical 
professionals (“SMPs”) to be registered in Hong Kong may be considered as 
the only viable and cost-effective measure to immediately increase the supply 
of SMP manpower.  

 
2.      Currently, the Boards and Councils Office (“the Office”) of the 
Department of Health (“DH”) provides secretariat support to the 
Supplementary Medical Professions Council (“the Council”) and the Boards 
of individual SMPs.  The secretariat staff are mainly civil servants under the 
establishment of DH, and the costs for the day-to-day administration of 
Councils and the Boards are met from funds provided by DH. 
 
3.      With the implementation of the current proposal, the Office is 
expected to oversee the transition of the Council and the Boards to their new 
compositions, assist the Council in vetting applications from non-locally 
trained SMPs under the new admission pathways, facilitate discussion 
between the Council and the Boards of SMP and the Chinese medicine 
profession on the detailed implementation plan for accepting referrals from 
Chinese Medicine Practitioners, and implement the mandatory continuing 
professional development for SMPs.  
 
4.      The Health Bureau and DH would consider the manpower 
requirements for the Office in detail after the passage of the relevant 
legislation and seek additional resources, if required, with justifications in 
accordance with the established mechanism.   
 
5.      As for the adjustments to the fee items, new items are proposed 
to be created arising from the new registration pathways for SMPs.  Obsolete 
fee items under the subsidiary legislation for respective SMPs are also 
proposed to be deleted.  Taking the opportunity, the existing fee levels have 
also been reviewed so as to achieve cost recovery.  The estimated net increase 
in revenue is about $7.1 million per annum upon implementation.  All the fees 
should have relatively little impact on the daily life of the general public or 
business activities, especially when SMPs who have been registered under 
the pre-amended Supplementary Medical Professions Ordinance (Cap. 359) 
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do not need to register afresh.  DH will continue to enhance efficiency and 
streamline procedures so as to contain the costs of providing the services. 
 
Economic Implications 
 
6.  The proposed legislative amendments are conducive to the 
sustainability of the healthcare system as a whole in the long run.  In 
particular, the proposed limited registration pathway would broaden the pool 
of non-locally trained SMPs eligible for applying to practise in Hong Kong, 
thereby helping to address the projected manpower shortage of SMPs0F

1 .  
Meanwhile, allowing patients to seek PTs and OTs’ services under a direct 
access arrangement will enable some medical cost savings and time savings 
as referral from other healthcare professions will no longer be required under 
specified circumstances for patients with degenerative and / or non-acute 
health conditions. 
 
Family Implications 
 
7.  The proposal is expected to attract more qualified non-locally 
trained SMPs to serve in Hong Kong and facilitate inter-disciplinary 
collaboration in providing healthcare services under primary care settings.  
These initiatives will make community healthcare services more accessible 
and comprehensive to the benefit of patients and their family members.  
 
Sustainability Implications 
 
8.  The proposal would provide additional healthcare manpower 
and strengthen the primary healthcare sector with more inter-disciplinary 
collaboration in providing healthcare services, which are conducive to 
sustainable development. 
 
 
 
 

************** 

                      
1 The Hospital Authority, DH, Primary Healthcare Commission and The Chinese Medicine Hospital of 

Hong Kong are required to accord priority to employing locally trained SMPs, and to the extent possible 
offer non-locally trained SMPs similar remuneration packages as their local counterparts.   
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