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DENTAL COUNCIL (DENTISTS ELECTION) REGULATION 
AND 

DENTAL COUNCIL (ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES 
ELECTION) REGULATION 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

To implement the amended provisions in relation to the 
composition of the Dental Council of Hong Kong (“DCHK”) under the 
Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156) (“the Ordinance”), the 
following subsidiary legislations have been made to provide for the 
arrangements for the election of relevant members – 
 

(a) The DCHK has, with the approval of the Secretary for Health 
pursuant to section 29(1C)(da) of the Ordinance, made the Dental 
Council (Dentists Election) Regulation (at Annex I; hereinafter as 
the Dentists Election Regulation); and 
 

(b) The Permanent Secretary for Health has, pursuant to section 
29(1AB) of the Ordinance, made the Dental Council 
(Organization Representatives Election) Regulation (at Annex II; 
hereinafter as the Organization Representatives Election 
Regulation). 

 
 
JUSTIFICATIONS 
 
2.  The Dentists Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 2024 was 
gazetted in July 2024 following its passage by the Legislative Council 
(“LegCo”) to comprehensively reform the regulatory framework for dental 
practice.  This includes expanding the membership of the DCHK from 12 
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to 24 in order to cope with its additional functions.  The provisions 
pertaining to 19 of the members have already commenced by now, while 
the remaining 5 members will involve elections as detailed below – 
 

(a) 3 persons with full registration whose names are contained in the 
practising list (i.e. registered dentists practising in Hong Kong) 
appointed by the Chief Executive (“CE”) from a list of not less 
than 9 persons elected by persons with full registration, limited 
registration or special registration; and 
 

(b) 2 lay persons appointed by the CE from a list of not less than 6 
persons elected by patient organizations and non-governmental 
organizations that provide publicly funded dental services. 

 
3.  The amended Ordinance provides that the above elections should 
be conducted in accordance with the Dentists Election Regulation and the 
Organization Representatives Election Regulation respectively.  It is 
thus necessary for the DCHK and the Permanent Secretary for Health to 
make regulations in order to provide for the electoral arrangements. 
 
 
THE REGULATIONS 
 
4.  The major electoral arrangements of the Dentists Election 
Regulation and the Organization Representatives Election Regulation are 
set out at Annex III and Annex IV respectively. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 
5.  The legislative timetable will be – 
 
  Publication in the Gazette   11 July 2025 
 
  Tabling at the LegCo for    16 July 2025 

negative vetting 
  
6.  The provisions pertaining to the 5 members (i.e. sections 4(2)(g) 
and (j) of the Ordinance) have not yet commenced.  The Secretary for 
Health will appoint the commencement date of these provisions and the 
two regulations by notice published in the Gazette to align the relevant 
membership and electoral arrangements. 
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IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 
7.  The two regulations serve to implement the provisions in relation 
to the composition of the DCHK under the Dentists Registration 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2024.  Relevant implications are mentioned in 
the LegCo brief submitted by the Government earlier for the Dentists 
Registration (Amendment) Bill 2024. 
 
 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 
8.  The DCHK agreed with the major electoral arrangements under 
the Dentists Election Regulation and the Organization Representatives 
Election Regulation at its policy meeting on 10 April 2025. 
 
 
ENQUIRIES 
 
9.  Any enquiries on this brief can be addressed to Mr Ronald Cheng, 
Principal Assistant Secretary for Health (Tel: 3509 8929). 
 
 
 
Health Bureau 
9 July 2025 
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Annex III 
 

Major Electoral Arrangements of the 
Dentists Election Regulation  

 
 
(A) PURPOSE 
 
 To elect a list of not less than 9 registered dentists for the Chief 
Executive (“CE”) to appoint 3 persons as members of the Dental Council 
of Hong Kong (“DCHK”). 
 
(B) ELIGIBILITY OF ELECTORS 
 
2. A person is an elector if he/she has been a person with full 
registration, limited registration or special registration throughout the 2-
month period before the date of the notice of election issued by the DCHK 
Secretary. 
 
(C) NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 
 
3. To be validly nominated, a person must be nominated by 2 electors. 
 
4. In respect of one election, each elector may nominate one or multiple 
candidate(s) not exceeding the number of persons to be elected in that 
election (“required number”). 
 
(D) ELIGIBILITY FOR NOMINATION 
 
5. A person is eligible to be nominated as a candidate if he/she fulfils 
the following descriptions – 
 

(a) throughout the 12-month period ending on the date of 
nomination, he/she has been a person with full registration 
whose name is contained in the practising list; and 

(b) the person meets the following requirement – 
(i) as at the date of nomination, he/she has been a person 

with full registration whose name is contained in the 
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practising list/resident list 1  for at least 10 years in 
aggregate; or 

(ii) is or was an elected member of the Council of the Hong 
Kong Dental Association and, as at the date of 
nomination, has served as such a member for at least one 
full term. 

 
6. However, a person is not eligible to be nominated as a candidate if 
he/she – 
 

(a) is, on the date of nomination, subject to a sentence of 
imprisonment for an offence; 

(b) is, on the date of nomination, the subject of an order made 
under section 18 or 18A of the Ordinance; 

(c) is, on the date of nomination, an undischarged bankrupt; 
(d) is, on the date of nomination, detained in a mental hospital; 
(e) has been convicted of an offence of having engaged in corrupt 

conduct or illegal conduct under the Elections (Corrupt and 
Illegal Conduct) Ordinance (Cap. 554) on or before the date 
of nomination; or 

(f) has committed a prohibited act listed in Schedule 2 to the 
Dentists Election Regulation on or before the date of 
nomination. 

 
(E) POLLING 
 
7. A poll must be conducted by the way specified in the ballot form.  
An elector may vote for one or multiple candidate(s) not exceeding the 
required number. 
 
8. Within 30 days after the expiry of the polling period, the DCHK 
Secretary must count the number of votes cast for each candidate.  The 
candidate who obtains the highest number of votes is elected (if more than 
one candidate obtains the highest number of votes, then all of them are 
                                                      
1  Upon amendments to the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156) (“the 

Ordinance”), the DCHK has been administering the “practising list” that 
comprises persons with full registration who are practising in Hong Kong.  
Prior to the commencement of relevant amendments on 1 January 2025, a 
similar list was known as the “resident list”. 



3 

elected), and so on until the number of persons elected is not smaller than 
the required number. 
 
(F) TERM OF OFFICE 
 
9. The term of office of a member is three years, or a shorter period that 
the CE may determine at the time of appointment.  Members may stand 
for re-election. 
 
(G) APPOINTMENT WHEN VACANCY ARISES 
 
10. In the event that a vacancy arises during the term of office of a 
member – 
 

(a) if the remainder term is not less than one year: the DCHK 
may hold a by-election to elect a list of not less than 9 persons 
for appointment by the CE to fill the vacancy; or 

(b) if the remainder term is less than one year: no by-election 
is required, and the CE may make an appointment at his/her 
discretion to fill the vacancy. 

 
11. A member who fills a vacancy through the above arrangement will 
hold office until the end of the remainder term of the original member. 
 
(H) ELECTION AGENCY 

 
12. The DCHK Secretariat will conduct the election in accordance with 
the procedures set out in the Dentists Election Regulation. 

 
(I) NUMBER OF ELECTIONS TO BE CONDUCTED 
 
13. It is envisaged that an ordinary election will be held every three years 
to fill the vacancies arising from the expiry of the term of office of the 
members. 
 
 



Annex IV 
 

Major Electoral Arrangements of the 
Organization Representatives Election Regulation  

 
 
(A) PURPOSE 
 
 To elect a list of not less than 6 lay persons1 for the Chief Executive 
(“CE”) to appoint 2 persons as members of the Dental Council of Hong 
Kong (“DCHK”). 
 
(B) ELIGIBILITY OF ELECTORS 
 
2.  An organization is eligible for registration as an elector if – 
 

(a) it is recognized by the Registrar 2  as an organization that 
provides publicly funded dental services; or 

(b) all of the following conditions are met – 
(i) throughout the 2 years immediately before the end of 

the application period for registration – 
(A) it has been a company as defined by section 2(1) of 

the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 622); or a society 
or a branch of a society registered, or exempted 
from registration, under section 5A of the Societies 
Ordinance (Cap. 151); and 

(B) it has been carrying on activities to safeguard or 
represent the interests of patients; 

(ii) its principal objective is to safeguard or represent the 
interests of patients; and 

(iii) it is recognized by the Registrar as an organization that 

                                                      
1  Pursuant to section 2 of the Dentists Registration Ordinance (Cap. 156) (“the 

Ordinance”), a “lay person” means a person who is not a registered dentist, who 
is not a person deemed to be a registered dentist under the Ordinance; or who is 
not a person with provisional registration.  For the avoidance of doubt, dental 
care professionals to be registered under the Ordinance in future are lay persons. 

 
2  Pursuant to section 6(2) of the Ordinance, the consultant dental surgeon in 

charge of the Dental Services of the Department of Health shall be the Registrar. 
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safeguards or represents the interests of patients in 
relation to the use of dental services. 

 
3.  Each elector must appoint an individual who has attained the age of 
18 years as its authorized representative to act on the organization’s behalf 
for purposes in relation to an election.  No individual can be appointed by 
more than one elector at the same time. 
 
(C) NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 
 
4.  To be validly nominated, a person must be nominated by 2 electors. 
 
5.  In respect of one election, each elector may nominate one or multiple 
candidate(s) not exceeding the number of persons to be elected in that 
election (“required number”). 
 
(D) ELIGIBILITY FOR NOMINATION 
 
6. A person who has attained the age of 18 years is eligible to be 
nominated as a candidate for an election. 
 
7. However, a person is not eligible to be nominated as a candidate if 
he/she – 
 

(a) is not a lay person;  
(b) is, on the date of nomination, subject to a sentence of 

imprisonment for an offence; 
(c) is, on the date of nomination, the subject of an order made 

under section 18 or 18A of the Ordinance; 
(d) is, on the date of nomination, an undischarged bankrupt; 
(e) is, on the date of nomination, detained in a mental hospital; 
(f) has been convicted of an offence of having engaged in corrupt 

conduct or illegal conduct under the Elections (Corrupt and 
Illegal Conduct) Ordinance (Cap. 554) on or before the date 
of nomination; or 

(g) has committed a prohibited act listed in Schedule 2 to the 
Organization Representatives Election Regulation on or 
before the date of nomination. 
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(E) POLLING 
 
8. A poll must be conducted by the way specified in the ballot form.  
An elector may vote for one or multiple candidate(s) not exceeding the 
required number. 
 
9.  Within 30 days after the expiry of the polling period, the DCHK 
Secretary must count the number of votes cast for each candidate.  The 
candidate who obtains the highest number of votes is elected (if more than 
one candidate obtains the highest number of votes, then all of them are 
elected), and so on until the number of persons elected is not smaller than 
the required number. 
 
(F) TERM OF OFFICE 
 
10. The term of office of a member is three years, or a shorter period that 
the CE may determine at the time of appointment.  Members may stand 
for re-election. 
 
(G) APPOINTMENT WHEN VACANCY ARISES 
 
11. In the event that a vacancy arises during the term of office of a 
member – 
 

(a) if the remainder term is not less than one year: the DCHK 
may hold a by-election to elect a list of not less than 6 persons 
for appointment by the CE to fill the vacancy; or 

(b) if the remainder term is less than one year: no by-election 
is required, and the CE may make an appointment at his/her 
discretion to fill the vacancy. 

 
12. A member who fills a vacancy through the above arrangement will 
hold office until the end of the remainder term of the original member. 
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(H) ELECTION AGENCY 
 
13. The DCHK Secretariat will conduct the election in accordance with 
the procedures set out in the Organization Representatives Election 
Regulation. 

 
(I) NUMBER OF ELECTIONS TO BE CONDUCTED 
 
14.  It is envisaged that an ordinary election will be held every three years 
to fill the vacancies arising from the expiry of the term of office of the 
members. 
 
 




