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Reply Serial No. Question Name of Member Head Programme
Serial No.
HYABO001 00453 CHAN Han-pan 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQ02 00457 CHAN Han-pan 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABO003 00198 CHAN Hok-fung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABQ04 00202 CHAN Hok-fung 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABO005 00204 CHAN Hok-fung 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABOQ06 00392 CHAN Kapui, Judy 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQO07 00411 CHAN Kapui, Judy 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQ08 02822 CHAN Man-ki, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Maggie Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO009 02823 CHAN Man-ki, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Maggie Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO010 02824 CHAN Man-ki, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Maggie Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO11 02825 CHAN Man-ki, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Maggie Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO012 00725 CHAN Yung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO013 00726 CHAN Yung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO014 00727 CHAN Yung 53 -
HYABO015 00742 CHAN Yung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO016 00831 CHEN Chung-nin, 53 (3) District, Community and
Rock Public Relations
HYABOQ17 00833 CHEN Chung-nin, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Rock Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO018 02361 CHENG Wing-shun, 53 (3) District, Community and
Vincent Public Relations
HYABO019 02376 CHENG Wing-shun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Vincent Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO020 02377 CHENG Wing-shun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Vincent Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO021 01546 CHOW Man-kong 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQ22 01903 FOK Kai-kong, 53 (3) District, Community and
Kenneth Public Relations
HYABO023 01912 FOK Kai-kong, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Kenneth Harmony and Civic Education
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HYAB024 01464 HO King-hong, Adrian 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Pedro Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO025 01147 HO Kwan-yiu, Junius 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYAB026 01660 KOON Ho-ming, Peter 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Douglas Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQ027 03087 KWOK Ling-lai, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Lillian Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB028 03088 KWOK Ling-lai, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Lillian Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO029 00616 LAI Tung-kwok 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO030 00618 LAI Tung-kwok 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO031 00620 LAI Tung-kwok 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO032 00625 LAI Tung-kwok 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABO033 02964 LAM Chun-sing 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB034 02967 LAM Chun-sing 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABO035 01023 LAM Kin-fung, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Jeffrey Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO036 02468 LAM Lam, Nixie 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO037 02469 LAM Lam, Nixie 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO038 02470 LAM Lam, Nixie 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO039 02471 LAM Lam, Nixie 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO040 02472 LAM Lam, Nixie 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO041 02476 LAM Lam, Nixie 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO042 00431 LAM San-keung 53 -
HYABO043 00754 LAM So-wai 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABO044 02396 LAM So-wai 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO045 01388 LAU Ip-keung, 53 (3) District, Community and
Kenneth Public Relations
HYABO046 01391 LAU Ip-keung, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Kenneth Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO047 00680 LEE Wai-king, Starry 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO048 01832 LEE Wai-wang, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Robert Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO049 03022 LEUNG Mei-fun, 53 (3) District, Community and
Priscilla Public Relations
HYABO050 03034 LEUNG Mei-fun, 53 (3) District, Community and
Priscilla Public Relations
HYABO051 03039 LEUNG Mei-fun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Priscilla Harmony and Civic Education
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HYABO052 03040 LEUNG Mei-fun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Priscilla Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO053 03041 LEUNG Mei-fun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Priscilla Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO054 02435 LEUNG Yuk-wai, 53 (3) District, Community and
Kenneth Public Relations
HYABO055 00486 LIAO Cheung-kong, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Martin Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO056 02243 LUK Chung-hung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQ57 01988 LUK Hon-man, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Benson Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO058 02011 LUK Hon-man, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Benson Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO059 02012 LUK Hon-man, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Benson Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO060 00939 NG Kit-chong, Johnny 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO061 00777 SHIU Ka-fai 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYABO062 02601 TAN Yueheng 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO063 02602 TAN Yueheng 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB064 02610 TAN Yueheng 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO065 00016 TSE Wai-chuen, Tony 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO066 02673 WONG Chun-sek, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Edmund Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO067 02697 WONG Chun-sek, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Edmund Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO068 02568 YIU Pak-leung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABO069 02979 ZHANG Xinyu, Gary 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYABOQ70 03185 CHAN Chun-ying 63 (2) Community Building
HYABOQ71 00041 CHAN Hoi-yan 63 (2) Community Building
HYABQ72 01364 CHAN Hoi-yan 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO073 03058 CHAN Kapui, Judy 63 (2) Community Building
HYABQ074 03156 CHAN Kapui, Judy 63 (2) Community Building
HYABOQ75 00546 CHAN Pui-leung 63 (2) Community Building
HYABOQ76 02210 CHAN Wing-yan, 63 (2) Community Building
Joephy
HYABOQ77 00138 CHAN Yuet-ming 63 (2) Community Building
(3) Local Environmental
Improvements
HYABOQ78 00730 CHAN Yung 63 (1) District Governance
HYABOQ79 00731 CHAN Yung 63 (1) District Governance
(2) Community Building
HYAB080 00732 CHAN Yung 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO081 00733 CHAN Yung 63 (3) Local Environmental
Improvements
HYABO082 00815 CHEN Chung-nin, 63 (2) Community Building

Rock
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HYABO083 02375 CHENG Wing-shun, 63 (2) Community Building
Vincent
HYAB084 01703 CHU Kwok-keung 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO085 01139 HO Kwan-yiu, Junius 63 (3) Local Environmental
Improvements
HYABO086 01146 HO Kwan-yiu, Junius 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO087 00519 LAM Siu-lo, Andrew 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO088 00520 LAM Siu-lo, Andrew 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO089 02387 LAM So-wai 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB090 01390 LAU Ip-keung, 63 (2) Community Building
Kenneth
HYAB091 02448 LEE Hoey Simon 63 (2) Community Building
HYABQ092 00809 LEE Tsz-king, 63 (2) Community Building
Dominic
HYABQ93 00810 LEE Tsz-king, 63 (2) Community Building
Dominic
HYAB094 00684 LEE Wai-king, Starry 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB095 03068 LEE Wai-king, Starry 63 (1) District Governance
HYAB096 02118 LEUNG Hei, Edward 63 (2) Community Building
HYABQ097 03042 LEUNG Mei-fun, 63 (2) Community Building
Priscilla
HYABQ098 02628 TIK Chi-yuen 63 (2) Community Building
HYABO099 02629 TIK Chi-yuen 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB100 01959 TSE Wai-chun, Paul 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB101 01961 TSE Wai-chun, Paul 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB102 02569 YU Pak-leung 63 (4) Licensing
HYAB103 02993 ZHANG Xinyu, Gary 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB104 00158 CHAN Yuet-ming 74 (4) Civic Responsibility
HYAB105 02799 CHAU Siu-chung 74 (2) Local Public Relations and
Public Information
(4) Civic Responsibility
HYAB106 02803 CHAU Siu-chung 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Hong Kong
HYAB107 00832 CHEN Chung-nin, 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Rock Hong Kong
(4) Civic Responsibility
HYAB108 01547 CHOW Man-kong 74 (3) Public Opinion
HYAB109 01468 HO King-hong, Adrian 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Pedro Hong Kong
(2) Local Public Relations and
Public Information
(4) Civic Responsibility
HYAB110 01279 IP LAU Suk-yee, 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Regina Hong Kong
HYAB111 01291 IP LAU Suk-yee, 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Regina Hong Kong
HYAB112 02904 LAM Chun-sing 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Hong Kong
HYAB113 03079 LOONG Hon-biu, 74 (2) Local Public Relations and
Louis Public Information
HYAB114 03080 LOONG Hon-biu, 74 (4) Civic Responsibility
Louis
HYAB115 01997 LUK Hon-man, 74 (1) Public Relations Outside
Benson Hong Kong
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HYAB116 03415 CHAN Hoi-yan 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB117 03416 CHAN Hoi-yan 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB118 03417 CHAN Hoi-yan 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB119 03319 CHAN Pui-leung 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB120 03880 CHENG Wing-shun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Vincent Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB121 03835 KAN Wai-mun, 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Carmen Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB122 03952 LAM Shun-chiu, 53 (3) District, Community and
Dennis Public Relations
HYAB123 03472 LEUNG Hei, Edward 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB124 03473 LEUNG Hei, Edward 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYAB125 03996 SHANG Hailong 53 (3) District, Community and
Public Relations
HYAB126 03711 TIK Chi-yuen 53 (2) Youth Development, Social
Harmony and Civic Education
HYAB127 03879 CHENG Wing-shun, 63 (2) Community Building
Vincent
HYAB128 03794 HO Chun-yin, Steven 63 -
HYAB129 04013 LAU Ip-keung, 63 (2) Community Building
Kenneth
HYAB130 03492 LEUNG Hei, Edward 63 (1) District Governance
HYAB131 03533 TIK Chi-yuen 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB132 03534 TIK Chi-yuen 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB133 03535 TIK Chi-yuen 63 (2) Community Building
HYAB134 03536 TIK Chi-yuen 63 (2) Community Building




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO001
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0453)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the Government’s planning on Qianhai development, please advise:

1.  of the Government’s collaborations with relevant Mainland departments in attracting
more Hong Kong youths to engage in entrepreneurship and employment in Qianhai; and

2. whether the Government will collaborate with Qianhai to launch youth-oriented
internship programmes, business start-up training or innovation competitions, thereby
enhancing senses of participation and belonging in the Greater Bay Area development
among Hong Kong youths.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Han-pan (LegCo internal reference no.: 13)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) currently runs 4 schemes/programmes that
support young people to engage in entrepreneurship and internship in Qianhai.

The HYAB, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the People’s Government of
Guangdong Province and the Human Resources and Social Security Department of
Guangdong Province took the lead to establish the Alliance of Hong Kong Youth Innovation
and Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater Bay Area (the Alliance) in December 2023. The
Alliance has nearly 60 member organisations from various sectors in the Greater Bay
Area (GBA), including government and public organisations, innovation and entrepreneurial
bases, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and social organisations, post-secondary
institutions and scientific research institutes, professional organisations and venture funds,
such as the Qianhai Shenzhen-Hong Kong Youth Innovation & Entrepreneur Hub, providing
young entrepreneurs with a one-stop information, publicity and exchange platform. As of
February 2025, over 160 activities had been organised in Guangdong and Hong Kong by
member organisations of the Alliance since its establishment, including the Pavilion and
Symposium of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship in the GBA at the
“Entrepreneur Day 2024” organised by HYAB on 5 and 6 December 2024, with the aim of
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offering the latest venture information and support to aspired Hong Kong youths in pursuing
development, innovation and entrepreneurship in different GBA cities.

In addition, the HY AB and the Youth Development Commission (YDC) rolled out in 2024 a
new round of the HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (the Entrepreneurship Scheme) and the HY AB Funding
Scheme for Experiential Programmes at Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases (the
Experiential Scheme), which provide support for potential Hong Kong young entrepreneurs.

The Entrepreneurship Scheme subsidises NGOs to implement youth entrepreneurship
projects, under which young people intending to start their businesses locally and in other
GBA cities are provided with entrepreneurial support, incubation services and start-up capital
for 1to 3 years. Under the previous round of Entrepreneurship Scheme, we approved a total
of about $130 million to 16 NGOs and 217 youth start-up teams were successfully recruited.
They cover a wide range of businesses, including research and development of innovation
and technology projects, retail, information technology, healthcare, brand design and
education services, etc. Relevant youth start-up teams have started their businesses in Hong
Kong, and over 70 of them have also established their bases in the GBA Mainland cities such
as Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai and Foshan. Under the new round of Entrepreneurship
Scheme, we have approved a total of about $170 million to 19 NGOs in late 2024, which are
expected to gradually launch their start-up projects in the first half of 2025 and provide start-
up capital and support services for about 260 youth start-up teams.

The Experiential Scheme subsidised, in its previous round, 12 NGOs to organise short-term
experiential programmes at the innovation and entrepreneurial bases in GBA Mainland cities,
from which about 300 youths have benefitted. Under the new round of Experiential Scheme,
we have approved a total of about $4.2 million to 14 NGO, which will organise 18 different
short-term experiential programmes in various Mainland provinces/cities from this year
onwards. It is expected that around 600 youths will be able to explore entrepreneurial
opportunities in the enormous Mainland market.

The HY AB and the YDC also provide funding through the HY AB Funding Scheme for Youth
Internship in the Mainland (FSYIM) for NGOs to organise internship projects in the Mainland
for Hong Kong young people. Participants may experience first-hand the actual workplace
environment in the Mainland, deepen their understanding of the employment market,
workplace culture and development opportunities there. Under the FSYIM, about 2 600
internship placements are located in GBA Mainland cities, and many of them are in Qianhai,
Shenzhen.  The HYAB will further enhance the breadth and depth of various
schemes/programmes, including strengthening our collaboration with different institutions in
the Mainland and major corporates, thereby providing unique Mainland internship placements
for Hong Kong youths with different backgrounds, talents and interests.

For matters pertaining to the Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme, the Labour
Department’s reply is as follows:

The Government has regularised the Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme since
2023, encouraging enterprises with businesses in both Hong Kong and GBA Mainland cities
to employ Hong Kong young people to work in GBA Mainland cities, thereby fostering their
career development and talent exchange inthe GBA. The Government has been maintaining
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close liaison with the governments of the Guangdong Province and GBA Mainland cities
(including Qianhai) to support young people to adapt to working and living in the Mainland,
and encourage eligible enterprises to provide more quality job vacancies for Hong Kong
young people.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO002

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0457)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated that the Government will work with the Betting and Lotteries Commission to
ensure proper regulation of horse race betting, football betting and lotteries. In this
connection, please advise on the following:

1.  What are the specific funding plans? Please tabulate the details.

2. As compared with last year, what is the increase in funding for gambling-related public
education as well as counselling and treatment services for gamblers with gambling
disorder?

3. How is the effectiveness of the use of funding for betting regulation evaluated?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Han-pan (LegCo internal reference no.: 17)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty Ordinance (BDO) (Cap. 108), the
Government authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct horse race betting,
the Mark Six Lottery and football betting. A number of conditions have been imposed under
the relevant betting licences issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to
minimise the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. These
conditions include that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not accept credit
betting; shall display notices reminding the public of the seriousness of excessive gambling
and provide information on the services available for those with gambling disorder; and shall
not, in conducting any promotional activities, target juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of
winning or impliedly suggest that betting is a source of income.
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The Betting and Lotteries Commission (BLC) is a statutory body established under the BDO.
Its function is to advise the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (SHYA) on certain aspects,
such as regulation of the conduct of horse race betting, football betting and the Mark Six
Lottery in accordance with the BDO provisions and the corresponding licensing conditions;
as well as issuance and revocation of the licences for horse race betting, football betting and
the Mark Six Lottery and variation of the conditions of such licences.

The work on the regulation of horse race betting, football betting and the Mark Six Lottery is
taken up by a team of the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB), comprising 1
Administrative Officer Staff Grade C, 1 Senior Administrative Officer and 1 Executive
Officer. Since they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out the
exact manpower and emoluments involved. The HYAB will continue to work closely with
the BLC in 2025-26 to ensure the proper regulation of various authorised betting activities.
The manpower and resources involved for such work in 2025-26 will be largely the same as
in the past.

Moreover, the Government established the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) in 2003 to fund various
measures for preventing and alleviating problems arising from gambling, including anti-
gambling education for young people. The Government also established the Ping Wo Fund
Advisory Committee to give advice to the SHYA on the use and application of the PWF.

On counselling and treatment services, the PWF has been funding 4 counselling and treatment
centres, namely Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Even Centre, Caritas Addicted Gamblers
Counselling Centre, Zion Social Service Yuk Lai Hin Counselling Centre and Sunshine
Lutheran Centre of the Hong Kong Lutheran Social Service, to provide telephone counselling,
face-to-face counselling and other professional treatment services for (i) gamblers with
gambling disorder and (ii) those affected by them (mainly family members of the gamblers
with gambling disorder). The centres also answer enquiries from those in need and members
of the public through the PWF’s Gambling Counselling Hotline (183 4633). In 2024 and
2025, the PWF’s total funding for such work are about $26.55 million and $27.13 million
respectively. In addition, the PWF has launched an online gambling counselling platform
in collaboration with a non-governmental organisation (NGO) to offer, round-the-clock,
professional preliminary advice and support to people with gambling problems. In 2024
and 2025, the PWF’s funding for such work are around $4.5 million and $6.8 million
respectively.

On the public education and publicity front, the PWF has been promoting anti-gambling
messages through diversified public education and publicity activities to the public, including
young people to raise public awareness of the problems arising from gambling addiction.
The measures include (i) funding NGOs and schools to organise anti-gambling publicity and
public education activities through the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme and the Ping Wo
Fund School Project Grants, for which the PWF’s total funding in 2024 and 2025 are
$10 million and $12 million respectively; (ii) enhancing publicity at school and community
levels through the No-Gambling Publicity Truck, for which the PWF’s funding in 2024 and
2025 are about $2.2 million and $2.25 million respectively; and (iii) conducting publicity
work for online and traditional media, for which the total funding in 2024 and 2025 are around
$3.1 million and $4.2 million respectively.
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In addition to the above work, the PWF organises large-scale publicity and public education
campaigns when there are mega football events, including the UEFA European Football
Championship and FIFA World Cup, with the aims of further raising public awareness of the
problems caused by gambling addiction and promoting no-gambling messages.  For
example, the PWF’s total funding for the large-scale publicity and public education campaign
organised during the UEFA European Football Championship 2024 period was about
$6 million.

The Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee and its secretariat regularly review the effectiveness
of the said measures. Through such means as evaluating the outcomes of the sponsored
activities when processing the reimbursement claims from the funded organisations, as well
as exchanging views with stakeholders, the measures’ overall effectiveness has been
enhanced. The Government will continue to strengthen collaboration with the Ping Wo
Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing and alleviating
gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO003
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0198)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 of Programme (2) that the
Bureau will continue to engage young people through the Youth Link (YL), and will plan and
take forward the establishment of a physical platform for interaction in the Nam Cheong
District Community Centre for YL members, thereby offering them opportunities to develop
diverse talents and take part in public affairs. In this connection, please advise this
Committee on the following:

1.

How many young people have participated in the activities under the YL and become
its members to date? Please set out the age distribution of YL members by District
Council district.

How does the Bureau engage young people through the YL and offer them opportunities
to develop diverse talents? What are the manpower and estimated expenditure
involved in this initiative? How does the Bureau assess the overall effectiveness of the
initiative and set directions for future enhancement?

Regarding the plan to establish a physical platform for interaction in the Nam Cheong
District Community Centre for YL members, what is the specific planning? How will
the Bureau evaluate the efficacy of the platform in promoting youth participation in
public affairs? What are the manpower and estimated expenditure to be involved in
the Centre?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hok-fung (LegCo internal reference no.: 8)
Reply:

1.

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) launched the Youth Link (YL) in
September 2023 to link up participants of various government youth programmes,
offering them opportunities to develop diverse talents and participate in public affairs,
as well as strengthening their communication, interaction and mutual trust with the
Government. The YL currently has over 18 000 youth members and their age
distribution is: 42% of them are aged 12 to 17, 45% aged 18 to 25, 10% aged 26 to 33
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and 3% aged 34 to 39. We have not collected data on the districts where YL members
live.

Since the launch of the YL, the HYAB has organised an array of activities for its
members. To name a few, the Youth Dialogue on “The Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy
Address” and other Youth Dialogue sessions, the historical and cultural exchange tour
to Jiangxi Province, the exchange tour “Exploring Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Opportunities in the Greater Bay Area”, visits to youth hostels and the National Security
Exhibition Gallery, some voluntary work in large-scale government events, as well as
attendances at international events.  For instance, in November 2024 several
YL members took part as delegates from Hong Kong, China in an official youth
development programme under the framework of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) held in Peru, where they had in-depth exchanges with other youth
delegates from various member economies in the Asia-Pacific region. The HYAB has
met and exceeded the target of organising and providing at least 10 youth development
activities for YL members by end-2024, as the attendances at YL activities have reached
over 2 400 to date. We will continue to provide YL members with various types of
activities and will organise or provide at least 20 youth development activities for
members within 2025.

The HYAB has implemented the YL mainly with existing resources. At present,
YL activities are primarily co-ordinated by 1 Chief Executive Manager and 2 Senior
Executive Managers appointed on non-civil service contract terms at the HYAB.  Since
they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out the exact
manpower and estimated expenditure involved.

The HYAB has adopted various measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the YL, such
as conducting ongoing and regular meetings or exchanges with YL members, as well as
gauging feedback and suggestions from youths on YL activities. The HYAB has also
selected a group of young people with a sense of responsibility, leadership skills and
commitment to serving the community as YL committee members. From the
perspectives of young people, these committee members brainstorm ideas for the HY AB
and give practical and feasible suggestions on activities, enabling us to better understand
our youths’ development needs and expectations for adjusting the natures of
YL activities and setting directions for future enhancement, thereby offering
YL members more suitable and diverse activities.

As mentioned in the 2024 Policy Address, the HY AB will set up a physical platform for
YL members in the Nam Cheong District Community Centre and the adjacent Tung
Chau Street Temporary Market, which will include youth activity facilities such as
multi-function areas, a youth culture and creativity bazaar, and small-scale performance
spaces. Our goal is to provide a gathering place for ongoing interaction among
YL members, and establish a base for implementing the measures under the Youth
Development Blueprint to encourage communication and collaboration among the
Government, the Youth Development Commission and young people.

Through organising more diverse activities, the HY AB will strive to attract more young

people to become YL members. From time to time, we will keep in view the
effectiveness of such activities, review their scopes and draw conclusions from
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experience, with the aim of stimulating exchanges among youths and boosting their
development.

The HY AB will undertake the co-ordination work for establishing the physical platform
for YL members with existing manpower and resources, and will seek approval for
block allocation from the Capital Works Reserve Fund for construction, fitting-out and
improvement works related to the physical platform. Our target is to progressively
commence operation of the physical platform by end-2025.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HY AB004
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0202)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 of Programme (3) that the
Bureau will work with the Betting and Lotteries Commission (BLC) to ensure proper
regulation of horse race betting, football betting and lotteries. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Committee of the following:

1.  How will the BLC work with the Bureau and the Police to step up the combat against
illegal betting activities in 2025-26? What are the specific law enforcement strategies
and estimated expenditure?

2.  How does the Bureau evaluate the effectiveness of existing regulatory measures on
betting? Are there any plans to introduce new regulatory technologies or policies to
address the changes in the betting market?

3. ltis reported that the illegal market for offshore basketball betting is rampant. How
many resources will be earmarked by the Government to combat the illegal market?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hok-fung (LegCo internal reference no.: 9)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the existing Gambling Ordinance (Cap. 148) clearly stipulates that
all unauthorised gambling activities, except for those specified in the Ordinance, are unlawful.
The Hong Kong Police Force (HKPF) has put in place strategies to combat illegal gambling
activities, especially those involving triad-related or organised crimes, in four aspects, namely
prevention, education, intelligence gathering and law enforcement. The HKPF closely
monitors the trend of these crimes and takes appropriate intelligence-led law enforcement
actions against them. To combat crimes related to illegal online gambling, the Organized
Crime and Triad Bureau as well as other formations of the HKPF will gather intelligence
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through cyber patrols and other channels, exchange intelligence with overseas law
enforcement agencies and investigate illegal gambling websites within and outside Hong
Kong. In 2024, the HKPF arrested a total of 5341 persons for various illegal gambling
offences.

The HKPF has also strengthened the promotion of anti-gambling messages on various
platforms. For example, during the UEFA European Football Championship period in June
and July last year, publicity and education efforts were enhanced under the theme of Stay
Away From Illegal Betting. The relevant work included holding a press conference on the
harms of gambling addiction and producing promotional videos for broadcasting on online
and offline platforms. In addition, the HKPF conducts internal training to raise the frontline
officers’ awareness of the latest development of online gambling activities and enhance their
capability in handling such cases.

The HKPF will continue to closely monitor changes in the illegal market for offshore betting,
take intelligence-led law enforcement actions and strengthen the publicity and education
efforts to combat various types of illegal gambling activities. The HKPF also regularly
attends meetings of the Betting and Lotteries Commission to report on the latest progress on
combating illegal gambling activities. Since the expenditure on combating illegal gambling
Is included in the total expenditure under the HKPF’s Programme (2) Prevention and
Detection of Crime, the HKPF does not maintain a separate breakdown on such expenditure.

Meanwhile, as mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years quite some members of the
public have expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong.
According to the latest assessment of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, the turnover of illegal
basketball betting reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting
activities in an effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting
activities.

The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the proposed regulation of
basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having regard to the public’s
views. The Government will also continue to strengthen collaboration with the Ping Wo
Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing and alleviating
gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO05

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0204)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 of Programme (3) that the
Bureau will conduct public education on gambling-related issues and provide counselling and
treatment services for gamblers with gambling disorder and those affected by them. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1.  Has the Bureau considered enhancing the effectiveness of betting regulation by means
of innovation and technology (e.g. big data and artificial intelligence), as well as the use
of big data for targeted publicity and public education? If so, what are the estimated
expenditures for such measures?

2. How is the effectiveness of existing public education measures on gambling-related
issues evaluated? What are the specific evaluation indicators?

3. Arethere any plans to step up publicity targeting specific groups, such as young people,
to prevent them from becoming pathological gamblers? What is the content of the
counselling and treatment services provided by the Bureau for gamblers with gambling
disorder and those affected by them? What is the manpower involved in these
services?

4.  Asregards betting regulation and gambling-related issues, how will public engagement
and feedback on public education measures be enhanced to ensure that the policies can
better meet the needs of the public?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hok-fung (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.
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On the regulatory front, the Hong Kong Police Force (HKPF) has put in place strategies to
combat illegal gambling activities, especially those involving triad-related or organised
crimes, in four aspects, namely prevention, education, intelligence gathering and law
enforcement. The HKPF closely monitors the trend of these crimes and takes appropriate
intelligence-led law enforcement actions against them. To combat crimes related to illegal
online gambling, the Organized Crime and Triad Bureau as well as other formations of the
HKPF will gather intelligence through cyber patrols and other channels, exchange intelligence
with overseas law enforcement agencies and investigate illegal gambling websites within and
outside Hong Kong.

Moreover, the Government established the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) in 2003 to fund various
measures for preventing and alleviating problems arising from gambling, including anti-
gambling education for young people. The Government also established the Ping Wo Fund
Advisory Committee to give advice to the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs on the use
and application of the PWF.

On counselling and treatment services, the PWF has been funding 4 counselling and treatment
centres, namely Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Even Centre, Caritas Addicted Gamblers
Counselling Centre, Zion Social Service Yuk Lai Hin Counselling Centre and Sunshine
Lutheran Centre of the Hong Kong Lutheran Social Service, to provide telephone counselling,
face-to-face counselling and other professional treatment services for (i) gamblers with
gambling disorder and (ii) those affected by them (mainly family members of the gamblers
with gambling disorder).  The centres also answer enquiries from those in need and members
of the public through the PWF’s Gambling Counselling Hotline (183 4633). In 2024 and
2025, the PWEF’s total funding for such work are about $26.55 million and $27.13 million
respectively. In addition, the PWF has launched an online gambling counselling
platform in collaboration with a non-governmental organisation (NGO) to offer, round-
the-clock, professional preliminary advice and support to people with gambling problems.
In 2024 and 2025, the PWF’s funding for such work are around $4.5 million and
$6.8 million respectively.

On the public education and publicity front, the PWF has been promoting anti-gambling
messages through diversified public education and publicity activities to the public, including
young people to raise public awareness of the problems arising from gambling addiction.
The measures include (i) funding NGOs and schools to organise anti-gambling publicity and
public education activities through the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme and the Ping Wo
Fund School Project Grants, for which the PWF’s total funding in 2024 and 2025 are
$10 million and $12 million respectively; (ii) enhancing publicity at school and community
levels through the No-Gambling Publicity Truck, for which the PWF’s funding in 2024 and
2025 are about $2.2 million and $2.25 million respectively; and (iii) conducting publicity
work for online and traditional media, for which the total funding in 2024 and 2025 are around
$3.1 million and $4.2 million respectively..

In addition to the above work, the PWF organises large-scale publicity and public education
campaigns when there are mega football events, including the UEFA European Football
Championship and FIFA World Cup, with the aims of further raising public awareness of the
problems caused by gambling addiction and promoting no-gambling messages.  For
example, the PWE’s total funding for the large-scale publicity and public education campaign
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organised during the UEFA European Football Championship 2024 period was about
$6 million.

The Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee and its secretariat regularly review the effectiveness
of the said measures. Through such means as evaluating the outcomes of the sponsored
activities when processing the reimbursement claims from the funded organisations, as well
as exchanging views with stakeholders, the measures’ overall effectiveness has been
enhanced. The Government will continue to strengthen collaboration with the Ping Wo
Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing and alleviating
gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO006
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0392)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Please advise this Committee:

1)

)

©)
(4)

Q)

(6)

of the expenditures and effectiveness of the Funding Scheme for Women’s Development
in the past 3 years;

of the expenditures of the Capacity Building Mileage Programme (CBMP) in the past 3
years, and the number of students enrolled and their average age in each of the past 3
years;

of the numbers of applications for bursary under the CBMP, numbers of successful
applicants and amounts of bursary approved in the past 3 years;

of the manpower and expenditures involved in supporting the work of the Women’s
Commission in the past 3 years;

of the manpower, expenditures and work details of the Women Empowerment Fund
since its establishment; number of funded projects; names of the funded projects and
their respective organisers, project scopes, funding amounts, implementation periods
and effectiveness; and

in 2025-26, how the Bureau will continue to promote family-friendly measures to
support working women in achieving work-life balance and improving their mental
health, and create an environment conducive to family reproduction.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Kapui, Judy (LegCo internal reference no.: 18)
Reply:

(1)

The Funding Scheme for Women’s Development (Funding Scheme) provided
women’s organisations and those non-governmental organisations serving women
with funding support to organise programmes and activities conducive to women’s
development.  The Women Empowerment Fund (WEF), established in
June 2023, has since replaced the Funding Scheme and thus no funding was
approved under the Funding Scheme in 2023-24 and 2024-25. In 2022-23, a total
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(2)&(3)

(4)

()

of 52 projects! were approved under the Funding Scheme and the funding involved
was about $4.38 million. Organisations were required to submit activity and
financial reports for each funded project, and all the projects met the expected
deliverables, including empowering women, bringing their strengths into full play
and promoting their awareness on physical and mental health.

Launched in 2004, the Capacity Building Mileage Programme (CBMP) is run by
the Hong Kong Metropolitan University with the aim of encouraging women of
different ages, backgrounds and educational levels to pursue lifelong learning,
thereby achieving self-development and unleashing their potential.  The
expenditure, number of enrolment, average age of students, number of applications
and successful applications for bursary, as well as amount of bursary approved in
relation to the CBMP in each of the past 3 academic years are as follows:

A . Number | Average | Government | Number of Number of | Amount of
cademic . . successful bursary
of age of | expenditure | applications g
year enrolment | students | ($ million) | for bursar applications | approved
Y for bursary ($°000)
2021/22 5375 59.6 12.5 338 334 115
2022/23 6711 54.7 12.5 417 413 139
2023/24 | 8086 56.4 12.5 769 763 259

For the period in 2022-23 after the re-organisation of the Government Secretariat
(i.e. from July 2022 to March 2023) and 2023-24, the actual expenditures of the
Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) on supporting the Women’s
Commission (WoC) in conducting the relevant activities were about
$19.12 million and $27.13 million respectively, and the revised estimate in
2024-25 was about $34.13 million.  Since the re-organisation of the Government
Secretariat with effect from 1 July 2022 to 2023-24, the HYAB’s work on the
promotion of women’s development, including the provision of support for the
WoC, was taken up mainly by 1 Principal Assistant Secretary (Administrative
Officer Staff Grade C) post and 4 other civil servant posts, with the assistance of
non-civil service contract staff. On 1 April 2024, the HY AB designated the said
Principal Assistant Secretary post as the Commissioner for Women Affairs (the
Commissioner) and set up the Women Affairs Team. In 2024-25, the Women
Affairs Team headed by the Commissioner was staffed by 6 civil servant posts,
including Administrative Officer, Executive Officer as well as Clerical and
Secretarial Grades staff, with the assistance of non-civil service contract staff.

The WEF aims to empower women, regardless of their age, occupation,
background, etc., to realise their full potential in their respective arenas, ultimately
achieving the goal of promoting women’s development in Hong Kong. Projects
under the WEF are categorised into general projects and thematic projects.
Themes under the general projects include assisting women in accomplishing
transformations in the job market; enhancing women’s awareness on their physical

1 4 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.
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and mental health; helping women to cope with different roles in family and
society; motivating women to enhance their personal attributes and achieve full
potential; and facilitating the use of new information and communication
technology. One-year general projects must be completed within 12 months, and
two-year general projects must be completed within 24 months. Thematic
projects include the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Exchange
Programme (Exchange Programme) and the Programme on Women’s
Participation in Community Services (Community Services Programme).
Launched in 2023-24 and regularised since 2024-25, the Exchange Programme
aims to promote women’s development by broadening their horizons, deepening
their understanding of our country’s development, and enabling them to have
exchanges with local people. Launched in 2024-25, the Community Services
Programme aims to encourage women to make use of their own strength to plan
and implement community service programmes, thereby promoting care and
inclusion.  All thematic projects must be completed within 12 months.

In 2023-24 and 2024-25, 289 projects® were approved under the WEF and the
funding involved was about $43.28 million.  The list of funded organisations and
projects is available on the WEF website (www.wef.gov.hk). The number of
projects and funding amounts by category are as follows:

Category Number Funding
of amount
projects ($°000)

General projects

(i) Assisting women in accomplishing 46 9,810
transformations in the job market

(i) Enhancing women’s awareness on their 54 9,110
physical and mental health

(iii) Helping women to cope with different roles in 17 3,150
family and society

(iv) Motivating women to enhance their personal 37 6,910
attributes and achieve full potential

(v) Facilitating the use of new information and 25 3,570

communication technology
Thematic projects

(1) Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 93 6,930
Area Exchange Programme
(if) Programme on Women’s Participation in 17 3,800

Community Services

Total: 289 43,280

Since the establishment of the WEF, 73 approved projects have been completed
successfully. The remaining projects are either in progress or being rolled out.
The funded organisations are required to conduct a questionnaire survey upon
completion of each funded project to collect participants’ opinions. The funded

2 15 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.
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(6)

organisations are also required to submit activity and financial reports for each
funded project to the Women’s Commission (WoC) for reviewing the
effectiveness of the project. Moreover, we will deploy staff to inspect the funded
projects to help evaluate their effectiveness. The WoC will also review, among
others, the utilisation and the vetting mechanism of the WEF to optimise its
operation.  For the completed projects, feedback from participants was generally
positive.  They consider that the projects have effectively supported their
development in various arenas and that the WEF met the deliverable of
empowering women.

The work on supporting the WEF is mainly taken up by Executive Officer grade
staff, with the assistance of non-civil service contract staff. The WEF-related
work includes processing applications for the WEF, organising briefing sessions,
monitoring the implementation of the funded projects, processing reimbursement
and reviewing the operation of the WEF. As all these staff are required to handle
in parallel other work related to women’s development, and the operating
expenditure concerned is included in the estimates for Programme (2) of the
HY AB, there is no separate breakdown on the manpower and expenditure of the
WEF.

In 2025-26, the HY AB will keep supporting the work of the Family Council (the
Council) to promote the 3 sets of family core values, i.e. “Love and Care”,
“Respect and Responsibility”, and “Communication and Harmony”. Meanwhile,
we will strive to promote and encourage the wider adoption of more diversified
and flexible family-friendly employment practices in the community. To this
end, the Council will continue to conduct relevant publicity campaigns, including
the production of promotional videos and radio programmes.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABOO7
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0411)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:
Regarding the Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS), please advise this Committee:

(1) of the staff establishment and expenditure for handling the YHS in the past 3 years;

(2) withabreakdown by non-governmental organisation responsible for each project, of the
respective numbers of hostel places offered under the YHS and the details of project
development; and

(3) of the number of completed youth hostels and their respective rental levels, as well as
the respective figures on applicants, tenants and occupancy rates.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Kapui, Judy (LegCo internal reference no.: 37)

Reply:

The Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) is an important youth development initiative. Apart from
meeting young people’s aspirations of having their own living space, we also hope that youth
tenants will benefit through participating in the various support and training activities
provided by youth hostels during their stay. The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB)
has been proactively implementing the YHS through a multi-pronged approach, which
includes fully funding non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to construct youth hostels on
under-utilised sites, and launching the YHS - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and
Guesthouses as Youth Hostels (the Subsidy Scheme).

There are currently 7 youth hostel projects whose construction is fully funded by the
Government. The first 2 youth hostels run by the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
and the Po Leung Kuk have commenced operation upon completion of construction in 2020
and 2023 respectively, offering a total of over 1 700 hostel places, which account for more
than half of the total provision of hostel places under all the projects. Since the launch of
the Subsidy Scheme in 2023, 5 projects have been approved thereunder and put into use,
providing a maximum of 1 310 hostel places in total. The latest progress and relevant
information of the various youth hostel projects are at Annex.
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Of the 7 youth hostels currently in operation, 2 commenced operation in the fourth quarter of
2024 and the NGOs concerned have been recruiting youth tenants as planned. At present,
the monthly rent of a hostel place under the YHS (including the Subsidy Scheme) ranges
between some $2,500 and $5,900 on average. As at end-February 2025, the 7 youth hostels
received over 10 000 applications in total and, except for the usual tenant turnover slots, the
average room occupancy rate of the 5 youth hostels that have operated for at least a year is
about 85%.

In the past 3 years, the YHS was administered by a team of civil servants at the HYAB
(comprising 1 Administrative Officer Staff Grade C, 1 Senior Executive Officer and 2
Executive Officers 1) with the assistance of non-civil service contract staff. Since they are
also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out the exact manpower and
emoluments involved.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYABOQOO7

Latest Progress and Relevant Information of Youth Hostel Projects

() Youth hostel projects whose construction is fully funded by the Government

Total

(About 2 877)

Non- Estimated Actual /
number of projected
governmental Latest )
o Address hostel places completion
organisation / progress
(number of date
youth hostel
rooms) (year)
1| The Hong Kong | 2 Po Heung Street, 80 Completed and 2020
Federation of Tai Po Market, (78) in operation
Youth Groups New Territories
(HKFYG) /
The HKFYG
Youth Hostel PH2
2| Po Leung Kuk 18 Tai Shu Ha Road 1680 Completed and 2023
(PLK) / West, Yuen Long, (1 248) in operation
PLK Lee Shau New Territories
Kee Youth Oasis
3| Hong Kong 9 Arran Street, 90 Construction 2026
Association of Mong Kok, (72) underway
Youth Kowloon
Development
4| The Hong Kong | Junction of 592 Construction 2026
Girl Guides Ferry Street and (579) underway
Association Jordan Road,
West Kowloon
5| Tung Wah Group | 122A-130 302 Construction 2027
of Hospitals Hollywood Road, (210) underway
Sheung Wan,
Hong Kong
6| Hong Kong Junction of Castle About 190 | Pre- To be
Sheng Kung Hui | Peak Road - Yuen (About 180) | construction advised
Welfare Council | Long and Yau Tin works
Limited East Road, underway
New Territories
7| The Salvation 6-8 Salvation About 510 | Technical To be
Army Army Street, (About 510) | feasibility advised
Wan Chai, studies
Hong Kong underway
About 3 444
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(I1) Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth

Hostels
Maximum
Non-governmental number of
organisation / Address hostel places Latest progress
youth hostel (number of
rooms)
Hong Kong United 39 Morrison Hill Road, 194 The project was
Youth Association/ | Wan Chai, Hong Kong (97) approved in March
BeLIVING Youth 2023 and in the same
Hub month that year the
first batch of tenants
moved in.
The Y .Elites 8 Yeung Uk Road, 200 The project was
Association / Tsuen Wan, (100) approved in April
Home2Youth Hostel | New Territories 2023 and in June the
same year the first
batch of tenants
moved in.
Lady Lau Memorial 86 & 88 Apliu Street, 84 The project was
Charitable Foundation | Sham Shui Po, (42) approved in July
Limited / Kowloon 2023 and in
Joseph’s House September the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Tin Shui Wai 8 Tin Sau Road, 672 The project was
Residents Services Tin Shui Wal, (336) approved in August
Association Fund New Territories 2024 and in October
Committee Limited / the same year the
Sky One Hostel first batch of tenants
moved in.
Yan Oi Tong Limited / | 30-38 Sa Po Road, 160 The project was
YOT Hub Kowloon City, (80) approved in October
Kowloon 2024 and in
December the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Total 1310
(655)
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO008
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2822)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational expenses
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated that the Bureau will continue to provide support for the Family Council (the
Council) in promoting family core values. In this connection, please advise this Committee
on the following:

1. How will the Bureau provide support for the work of the Council in the coming year,
and what are the tasks to be involved and their details? What are the estimated
expenditures and staff establishment for such support?

2. Does the Bureau have any plans to review the platform of the Council in this financial
year, updating it with new objectives and initiatives such as good family building, family
education and family values as well as protecting children and young people in their
healthy use of the Internet, thereby promoting family core values more effectively?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Man-ki, Maggie (LegCo internal reference no.: 13)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) has all along been supporting the work of the
Family Council (the Council) to advocate cherishing family and promote family core values
as the driving force for social harmony. Each year, the Council sets a different theme to
promote a culture of loving families in the community. For 2025-26, the Council will adopt
the theme of “Love Across Generations” to promote, on the foundation of stable family
relationships, the passing down of good family culture and virtues to the young generation.
The Council will continue to organise programmes and activities relating to the promotion of
family core values and a culture of loving families, including promotion through different
electronic media, production of family educational videos, and encouraging the wider
adoption of more diversified and flexible family-friendly employment practices. The
HYAB and the Council will also continue to provide funding support for non-governmental
organisations and youth uniformed groups for implementing projects and organising activities
related to families through the Funding Scheme on the Promotion of Family Education and
the Happy Family Campaign funding scheme respectively. Besides, to enhance the work in
relation to family building, family education and family values, the HY AB will work with the
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Council to organise the Hong Kong Excellent Family Awards this year to promote good
family values to the general public. For 2025-26, the HYAB’s estimated expenditure for
supporting the work of the Council is about $26.83 million. The work on supporting the
Council is taken up mainly by a team of civil servants at the HYAB (headed by
1 Administrative Officer Staff Grade C with 8 other civil servant posts including Executive
Officers and staff of the clerical grade), with the assistance of non-civil service contract staff.

The HYAB and the Council review and update the content of the Council’s website from time
to time to promote family core values and a culture of loving families to the general public.
For example, in 2024-25, the Council uploaded to its website family educational videos to
promote the inheritance of good family values, as well as information on the safe and smart
use of the Internet to tie in with the Government’s work on promoting the healthy use of the
Internet among children and young people. We will continue to review and update the
content of the Council’s website.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 24



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO009
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2823)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational expenses
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned that the Bureau will continue to implement the 5-year Funding Scheme on the
Promotion of Family Education (the Scheme) in 2025-26. In this connection, please inform
this Committee of the following:

1. The annual provision for the Scheme in 2024-25 was $8 million. How many
applications have been received since its launch?  What are the details of the
community family education projects so funded?

2. Does the Bureau maintain records on the numbers of participants, specific expenditures,
progress and effectiveness of the community family education projects funded under the
Scheme?

3. Are there any work plans for the next 3 years, and what are the estimated expenditures
and staff establishment to be involved? What are the details?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Man-ki, Maggie (LegCo internal reference no.: 14)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Family Council (the Council) launched
the 5-year Funding Scheme on the Promotion of Family Education (the Scheme) in
October 2024 with an annual provision of $8 million to subsidise non-profit-making
community projects in promoting family education. The scope of funding covers various
family-related topics to meet the needs of different families. In 2024-25, the Scheme
received over 200 applications. The Council is now assessing the applications and their
results are expected to be announced in the second quarter of this year.

In the next 3 years, the HYAB and the Council will continue to implement the Scheme to
subsidise family education projects of different themes and types. The Scheme will also
strive to promote family values and focus on enhancement of family building, family
education and family virtues, with a view to enhancing family well-being and social harmony.
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The implementation of the Scheme is taken up by the existing staff of the Secretariat of the
Council and does not involve additional resources.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO10
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2824)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 204 of the Budget Speech that the Women Empowerment Fund
(WEF) has provided funding support for women’s groups and non-governmental
organisations to launch over 240 projects. The Bureau has indicated that in 2025-26 it will
continue to run the WEF and continue to enrich the content of the one-stop family and women
information portal (the information portal). In this connection, please inform this
Committee of the following:

1.  For the past year, what were the total expenditure of the projects funded under the WEF
and the staff establishment involved in running the WEF? What were the numbers of
participants and key performance indicators of the funded projects?

2. Regarding the information portal launched in the second half of 2024, has the Bureau
compiled statistics on its effectiveness since its launch?  What were the actual
expenditure and staff establishment involved in the past year?

3. Has the Bureau formulated any key performance indicators or work plans for the
information portal for the next 3 years? If yes, what are the details? If no, what are
the reasons?

4.  Does the Bureau have any future plans to introduce retraining courses on the information
portal or organise career development talks and seminars for women in order to unleash
female labour force and support women in learning occupational skills?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Man-ki, Maggie (LegCo internal reference no.: 15)

Reply:

In 2024-25, a total of 144 projects! were approved under the Women Empowerment Fund
(WEF) and the funding involved was about $21.9 million. As the funded projects are still
being rolled out, the number of participants in that financial year is not yet available. The
funded organisations are required to conduct a questionnaire survey upon completion of each

1 3 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.
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funded project to collect participants’ opinions. The funded organisations are also required
to submit activity and financial reports for each funded project to the Women’s Commission
(WoC) for reviewing the effectiveness of the project. Moreover, we will deploy staff to
inspect the funded projects to help evaluate their effectiveness. The WoC will also review,
among others, the utilisation and the vetting mechanism of the WEF to optimise its operation.

Launched in October 2024, the Family and Women Portal (the Portal) aims to provide the
public with one-stop information related to women’s development and family education,
including (i) women’s employment and entrepreneurship, (ii) women’s health, (iii) women’s
interests and relevant statutory rights, (iv) family services and information, (v) family
education and information on marriage, and (vi) activities related to women’s development
and family education as well as relevant legal information. At present, the Portal contains
information related to women’s employment, such as link to the Labour Department’s
Interactive Employment Service and job fairs, link to courses of the Employees Retraining
Board and information on the Continuing Education Fund. In addition, the Home and Y outh
Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will from time to time upload to the Portal various feature articles
and short videos, in which relevant professionals or women from different backgrounds are
invited to provide insights on specific topics, including those on women’s employment and
entrepreneurship. The HYAB will continue to enrich and update the content of the Portal in
respect of aforementioned areas to help the public access relevant information. The total
number of page views of the Portal has exceeded 110 000 since its launch 6 months ago.
The HYAB will closely monitor the implementation of the Portal and consult the WoC and
the Family Council as necessary with a view to keeping the content of the Portal under review
and formulating future work plans. In 2024-25, the actual expenditure for the development,
design and management of the Portal, the production and updating of its content, as well as
the promotion of the Portal was about $4.6 million.

The implementation of the WEF and the Portal are mainly taken up by the HYAB’s Women
Affairs Team. In 2024-25, the Team was headed by 1 Administrative Officer Staff Grade C
with 6 other civil servant posts (including Administrative Officer, Executive Officer as well
as Clerical and Secretarial Grades staff), with the assistance of non-civil service contract staff.
As all these staff were required to handle in parallel other work related to women’s
development, we cannot single out the staff establishment and expenditure for the above 2
initiatives.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO11
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2825)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The first Family and Women Development Summit (the Summit) was successfully held in
October 2024, and the Bureau has indicated that it will continue to organise the Summit in

2025-26.

In this connection, please inform this Committee of the following:

1.  What were the actual expenditure and staff establishment involved for organising the
first Summit in October 2024? What were the achievements? Has the Bureau
reviewed the Summit’s effectiveness?

2. Regarding the continued organisation of the Summit, has the Bureau assessed how to
take forward the corresponding work? What are the staff establishment, estimated
expenditure and implementation timetable to be involved?

3. Regarding the continued organisation of the Summit, does the Bureau have any plans
on how to roll out the publicity and promotional work?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Man-ki, Maggie (LegCo internal reference no.: 16)

Reply:
1.

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HY AB), the Women’s Commission and the
Family Council jointly organised the Family and Women Development Summit
(the Summit) on 9 October 2024. Themed “Women’s Strengths in Action,
Family Values Across Generations”, the inaugural Summit gathered key officials
responsible for policies on women or family from different regions, successful
women from various sectors, representatives of families from different
backgrounds and related organisations and non-governmental organisations as
guest speakers to share their experience in promoting women’s development and
the healthy development of families. = The Summit attracted over 900
representatives of women’s groups, the business sector and relevant service
organisations in Hong Kong and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area to register for participation, enabling cross-regional exchanges on women’s
development as well as family building, family education and family values.
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2. & 3.

In 2024-25, the actual expenditure on organising the Summit (including expenses
for venue rental and setup, event co-ordination and management, inviting guest
speakers to Hong Kong, publicity and promotion, etc.) was about $4.5 million.
The preparation work for the Summit was mainly taken up by the HY AB’s Women
Affairs Team. In 2024-25, the Team was headed by 1 Administrative Officer
Staff Grade C with 6 other civil servant posts (including Administrative Officer,
Executive Officer as well as Clerical and Secretarial Grades staff), with the
assistance of non-civil service contract staff. As all these staff were required to
handle in parallel other work related to women’s development, we cannot single
out the staff establishment and relevant expenditure for organising the Summit.

The HY AB will continue to organise the Summit to listen to stakeholders’ views
on women’s development and the promotion of family education, and facilitate
exchanges among stakeholders on related issues, with a view to further supporting
the healthy development of families and women’s development. \We are working
on the details (including the schedule, publicity and promotion, specific estimated
expenditure, etc.) and will announce the relevant arrangements in due course.
The organisation of the next Summit will still be taken up by the Women Affairs
Team.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO012
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0725)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned that the second Youth Development Summit (the Summit) will be organised
in the second half of 2025. Please inform this Committee:

1)  of the expenditure on the first Summit;
2) of the estimated expenditure on the second Summit;
3) of the nationality distribution of participants in the first Summit; and

4)  how the Bureau will invite young people from European countries and the United States
to participate in the second Summit, thereby breaking out of the political encirclement
by these countries and fostering citizen diplomacy.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 19)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) successfully organised the inaugural Youth
Development Summit (the Summit) on 10 August 2024 as the opening and highlight of the
2024 Youth Festival. The Summit gathered officials responsible for youth policies from
different regions, along with business leaders and representatives of youth organisations as
guest speakers, attracting 2 400 young people to register to participate. Among the
participants, about 500 were from the Mainland and other overseas locations, with around
70% came from the Mainland. Other overseas locations included Singapore, Japan, Laos,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand, etc. The HYAB incurred an expenditure
of around $5 million for organising the inaugural Summit.

The HYAB plans to organise the second Summit in the second half of 2025. Key officials
responsible for youth policies from different regions as well as business leaders from various
sectors will be invited as guest speakers. They will share their valuable experience and the
latest development in areas such as technological innovation, culture and creativity, as well
as unleashing youth potentials, with a view to inspiring young people in seizing opportunities.
We will also expand the scale of the Summit and collaborate with various groups and
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organisations (such as Mainland/overseas/local youth groups, youth uniformed groups,
support services centres for ethnic minorities, etc.) to invite more youth participants from the
Mainland and overseas. These participants may exchange views with local youths from
various backgrounds on topics that are of interest to young people, thereby promoting youth
development. As co-ordination work of the second Summit is still underway, we are unable
to provide its estimated expenditure at this stage.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO013
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0726)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Provision for 2025-26 is $150.7 million (15.4%) higher than the revised estimate for 2024-25.
This is mainly due to the increased provisions for youth development, women and family
related initiatives and operating expenses. In this connection, please set out the expenditure
items with increased provisions under the revised estimate and their respective provisions.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 20)

Reply:

The increase of $150.7 million in the provision for 2025-26 over the revised estimate for
2024-25 comprises an increase of $107.4 million in the cash flow requirements for non-
recurrent and capital account items, and an increase of $43.3 million in the recurrent
provision. The increased recurrent provision is for implementing various youth
development, women and family related initiatives as well as covering the operating expenses.
The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will continue to examine, from time to time, the
arrangements for various initiatives under Programme (2), with a view to flexibly deploying
the provision in taking forward initiatives relating to youth development, social harmony and
civic education.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO014

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0727)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: Not Specified

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Will the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau inform this Committee:

1)  whether the Bureau has met the target under the Productivity Enhancement Programme
of reducing 1% of recurrent expenditure in 2024-25, and of the main areas with their
recurrent expenditure cut;

2)  of the Bureau’s direction of reducing recurrent expenditure in 2025-26; and

3) ofthe Bureau’s number of vacancies, with details of the respective vacancy duration and
duties of each of the posts concerned.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 21)

Reply:

1) and 2) Under the Productivity Enhancement Programme, the Home and Youth Affairs
Bureau (HYAB) cut 1% recurrent expenditure in 2024-25 and will cut a further
2% in 2025-26. We will, through re-prioritisation, re-engineering, consolidating
internal resources, streamlining procedures and leveraging technology, achieve the
overall objectives of the Productivity Enhancement Programme.

3) As at 28 February 2025, there were 6 vacancies of existing civil service posts in
the HYAB, namely 1 Senior Personal Secretary, 1 Senior Clerical Officer and
4 Clerical Assistants, all belonging to the Clerical and Secretarial Grades. These
posts, whose main duties are to provide secretarial or general clerical support, have
been vacant for a period from 2 months to 2 years, during which their tasks have
mainly been undertaken by other staff members.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO015
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0742)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the Women Empowerment Fund, will the Government inform this Committee of
the following:

1)  Whatis the estimated expenditure for the new round of the pilot mentorship programme?
What are the cost for pairing each female university student with a mentor and the
number of activities to be conducted by the two?

2)  Regarding the two-year pilot mentorship programme to be launched this year, how will
the Bureau evaluate its effectiveness in promoting women’s workplace development?
What is the estimated expenditure for the relevant longitudinal studies?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 36)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the “She
Inspires” Mentorship Programme (the Programme). Under the Programme, local female
university students who aspire to pursue a career in professional or business sectors will be
matched with women leader mentors to promote women’s workplace development. We will
organise various types of training, seminars or sharing sessions for mentees, arrange other
relevant activities, as well as carry out publicity and promotion.  Our initial estimation of the
expenditure to be incurred by such initiatives is about $3.72 million in 2025-26. The
expenditure incurred by the Programme does not fall within the scope of the Women
Empowerment Fund. We are taking forward relevant preparatory work such as recruiting
mentors and mentees, as well as drawing up details of the initiatives.

The Programme will run on a pilot basis for two years and be reviewed afterwards. Upon
commencement of the Programme, we will also gauge views from mentors and mentees
regularly by various means such as questionnaire survey, sharing by participants or report to
monitor the effectiveness.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO016

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0831)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational expenses

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under the General Revenue Account of Volume | of the Estimates that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will continue to work with the Betting and Lotteries
Commission (BLC) to ensure proper regulation of horse race betting, football betting and
lotteries. In this connection, will the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1.  What are the respective annual direct expenditures of the HY AB on such collaboration?
If there have been additional expenditures incurred by special projects, please also
specify the respective expenditures of such projects and their corresponding years.

2. What specific measures have been taken to ensure proper regulation of horse race betting
and football betting? What is the approximate manpower involved each year for
implementing these measures?

3. Regarding the Government’s future plan on working with the BLC to regulate basketball
betting, based on the current preliminary proposals, in which areas will the expenditures
involved for 2025-26 be used to ensure proper regulation of basketball betting activities?
What is the approximate estimated provision for each expenditure item? What is the
approximate estimated manpower to be involved for implementing such regulation?

Asked by: Hon CHEN Chung-nin, Rock (LegCo internal reference no.: 20)

Reply:

The Government’s gambling policy is not to encourage gambling. To address the problems
caused by gambling, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation
of gambling activities through legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities,
public education and publicity on the harms of gambling addiction, and provision of
counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty Ordinance (BDO) (Cap. 108), the
Government authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct horse race betting,
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the Mark Six Lottery and football betting. A number of conditions have been imposed under
the relevant betting licences issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to
minimise the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially young people. These
conditions include, inter alia, that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not
accept credit cards for placing bets; shall display notices reminding the public of the
seriousness of excessive gambling and provide information on the services available for those
with gambling disorders; and shall not, in conducting any promotional activity, target
juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of winning or impliedly suggest that gambling is a source
of income.

The Betting and Lotteries Commission (BLC) is a statutory body established under the BDO.
Its function is to advise the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs on certain aspects, such as
regulation of the conduct of horse race betting, football betting and the Mark Six Lottery in
accordance with the BDO provisions and the corresponding licensing conditions; as well as
issuance and revocation of the licences for horse race betting, football betting and the Mark
Six Lottery and variation of the conditions of such licences.

The work on the regulation of horse race betting, football betting and the Mark Six Lottery is
taken up by a team of the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB), comprising 1
Administrative Officer Staff Grade C, 1 Senior Administrative Officer and 1 Executive
Officer. Since they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out the
exact manpower and emoluments involved. The HYAB will continue to work closely with
the BLC in 2025-26 to ensure the proper regulation of various authorised betting activities.
The manpower and resources involved for such work in 2025-26 will be largely the same as
in the past.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO17
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0833)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In 2025-26, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will continue to support Hong Kong young
people to start their businesses in Hong Kong and other cities of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) through the Alliance of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and
Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater Bay Area and the relevant funding schemes under the
Youth Development Fund. In this connection, please advise this Committee on the
following:

1.  How many Hong Kong young people are anticipated to receive funding in this financial
year? Please list the respective numbers for Hong Kong and other GBA cities.

2.  Please list the respective numbers of Hong Kong young people funded in Hong Kong
and other GBA cities in the past 3 years.

Asked by: Hon CHEN Chung-nin, Rock (LegCo internal reference no.: 22)

Reply:

To promote youth innovation and entrepreneurship, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
(HYAB) and the Youth Development Commission rolled out in 2024 a new round of the
HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (the Entrepreneurship Scheme) and the HYAB Funding Scheme for
Experiential Programmes at Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases (the Experiential Scheme),
which provide support for potential Hong Kong young entrepreneurs.

The Entrepreneurship Scheme subsidises non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to
implement youth entrepreneurship projects, under which young people intending to start their
businesses locally and in other cities in the Greater Bay Area (GBA) are provided with
entrepreneurial support, incubation services and start-up capital for 1 to 3 years. Under the
previous round of Entrepreneurship Scheme, we approved a total of about $130 million to 16
NGOs and 217 youth start-up teams were successfully recruited. They cover a wide range
of businesses, including research and development of innovation and technology projects,
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retail, information technology, healthcare, brand design and education services, etc.
Relevant youth start-up teams have started their businesses in Hong Kong, and over 70 of
them have also established their bases in GBA Mainland cities such as Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
Zhuhai and Foshan. Under the new round of Entrepreneurship Scheme, we have approved
a total of about $170 million to 19 NGOs in late 2024, which are expected to gradually launch
their start-up projects in the first half of 2025 and provide start-up capital and support services
for about 260 youth start-up teams.

The Experiential Scheme subsidised, in its previous round, 12 NGOs to organise short-term
experiential programmes at the innovation and entrepreneurial bases in GBA Mainland cities,
from which about 300 youths have benefitted. Under the new round of Experiential Scheme,
we have approved a total of about $4.2 million to 14 NGOs, which will organise 18 different
short-term experiential programmes in various Mainland provinces/cities from this year
onwards. It is expected that around 600 youths will be able to explore entrepreneurial
opportunities in the enormous Mainland market.

The lists of funded NGOs and funded projects under the new rounds of these 2 schemes are
set out in Annex.

In addition, the HY AB, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the People’s Government
of Guangdong Province and the Human Resources and Social Security Department of
Guangdong Province took the lead to establish the Alliance of Hong Kong Youth Innovation
and Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater Bay Area (the Alliance) in December 2023. The
Alliance has nearly 60 member organisations from various sectors in the GBA, including
government and public organisations, innovation and entrepreneurial bases, NGOs and social
organisations, post-secondary institutions and scientific research institutes, professional
organisations and venture funds, providing young entrepreneurs with a one-stop information,
publicity and exchange platform.

As of February 2025, over 160 activities had been organised in Guangdong and Hong Kong
by member organisations of the Alliance since its establishment, including the Pavilion and
Symposium of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship in the GBA at the
“Entrepreneur Day 2024” organised by HYAB on 5 and 6 December 2024, with the aim of
offering the latest venture information and support to aspired Hong Kong youths in pursuing
development, innovation and entrepreneurship in different GBA cities.
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Funded Projects under the HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the

Annex to Reply Serial No. HYABOQO17

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (2024-27)

Organisation

Funded Project

1 | Proactive Think Tank Limited GBA Youth Entrepreneurship Scheme

2 | Tung Wah Group of Hospitals YEE 2.0 (Youth Entrepreneurship
Empowerment)

3 | Youth Concentric Association Limited | Startup Inno Marathon

4 | Po Leung Kuk Star Agent 2.0 - Start-up for Good

5 | The University of Hong Kong acting | Tech-Up GBA Innovators Programme

through HKU Techno-
Entrepreneurship Core

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

CUHK Business School - GBA Youth
Entrepreneurship Support Scheme

The Hong Kong Federation of Youth
Groups

Youth Entrepreneurship Voyage in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area

The Hong Kong General Chamber of
Young Entrepreneurs Limited

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area Youth Start-up Programme

9 | Hong Kong Youth Synergy HKYS Micro Fund Programme
Foundation Limited
10 | Hong Kong United Youth Association | “Fusion” GBA Youth Entrepreneurship
Limited Program
11 | City University of Hong Kong CityU Business Innovation Education -
GBA Youth Entrepreneurship Fund
12 | Centre for Innovation and GBA Youth Start-up and Social
Entrepreneurship, The Hang Seng Innovation Programme
University of Hong Kong
13 | The Hong Kong University of Science | HKUST Greater Bay Area Youth
and Technology Entrepreneurship Fund Program
14 | The Education University of Hong EJUHK  Education+ And  Social
Kong Entrepreneurs Fund — the GBA youth
entrepreneur funding scheme 2.0
15 | The Hong Kong Polytechnic PolyU GBA Innovation and

University

Entrepreneurship Incubation Programme
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Organisation

Funded Project

16 | Hong Kong Metropolitan University MetroGBA Startup Support Scheme
17 | The Society of Rehabilitation and Startup Generation 2.0
Crime Prevention, Hong Kong
18 | Hong Kong New Generation Cultural | NewGen Funding Scheme for Youth
Association Limited Entrepreneurship in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (Phase 3)
19 | Smart City Consortium Limited GBA Youth Entrepreneurship (Smart

City) Program
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Funded Projects under the HYAB Funding Scheme for Experiential Programmes at
Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases (2024-27)

Organisation Funded Project *

1 | GBA Cultural Innovative Design Mainland E-commerce Livestreaming Marketing
Association Limited Bootcamp

2 | GBA Cultural Innovative Design Shenzhen-Hong Kong Youth InnoPrenuer Bootcamp
Association Limited

3 | Youth Among The Mainland & Youth Make Dreams Come True - Guangdong-Hong
Hong Kong and Taiwan Exchange | Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Innovation and
Promotion Association Limited Entrepreneurship Base Training Experience Program

(Shenzhen and Guangdong)

4 | Youth Among The Mainland & Youth Make Dreams Come True - Guangdong-Hong
Hong Kong and Taiwan Exchange | Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Innovation and
Promotion Association Limited Entrepreneurship Base Training Experience Program

(Guangzhou Foshan Zhongshan and Zhuhai)
5 | Wofoo Leaders’ Network Limited | The Exploration of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Programme 2025

6 | Proactive Think Tank Limited GBA Business Studies Entrepreneurship Bootcamp

7 | HKU Techno-Entrepreneurship Exploring Nanjing - HKU Techno-Entrepreneurship
Core (TEC) Study Tour

8 | HKFTU Greater Bay Area Social “Navigation-Kongmun” Experiential Programme at
Service Limited Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases

9 | HKFTU Greater Bay Area Social “Navigation-Waichow” Experiential Programme at
Service Limited Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases

10 | The Hong Kong Wuyi Association | & 4R 54 A7 =
Company Limited

11 | The Hong Kong Wuyi Association | Efg &Rl A&

Company Limited

12 | Hong Kong Youth Exchange TSR] BB E A A S AR B
Promotion United Association 2024
Limited

13 | The Hong Kong Federation of Experiential Entrepreneurship Trip: Deep Dive into
Youth Groups Beijing

14 | Hong Kong United Youth Fusion Incubator Experience Program
Association Limited

15 | The Hong Kong Polytechnic Greater Bay Area and Yangtze River Delta Innovation
University and Entrepreneurship Development Programme

16 | Dynamic Youth of Huizhou Limited | HK  Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Experience Tour in Huizhou 2025

17 | Hongkong-Hubei Youth Exchange | AII7E5i4s- 7 A L S A 408
Promotion Association Limited

18 | Lingnan University Lingnan I&E in Shanghai and Hangzhou

# Only Chinese names are provided for some of the funded projects.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO18

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2361)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Through the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme (Sponsorship Scheme), the Government
provides counselling and treatment services for gamblers with gambling disorder and those
affected by them. In this connection, please advise this Committee on the following:

1.
2.

What was the actual amount of sponsorship under the Sponsorship Scheme for 2024-25?

What was the anticipated amount of sponsorship under the Sponsorship Scheme for
2024-25?

The figures under Programme (3) indicate that the actual number of clients of the
Sponsorship Scheme increased from 2 200 in 2022 to 2 687 in 2024, which was higher
than the original estimation of 2 500. Has the Government assessed the specific
reasons for such an increase?

It is mentioned in the Budget Speech that to combat illegal betting activities in an
effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities
and invite the Hong Kong Jockey Club to submit a proposal. Will the Government
increase the number of treatment centres supported by the Ping Wo Fund and the
estimated number of clients accordingly? If so, what are the details and estimated
expenditure?

Asked by: Hon CHENG Wing-shun, Vincent (LegCo internal reference no.: 20)

Reply:
1.&2. Under the 2 annual funding schemes, namely the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship

Scheme and the Ping Wo Fund School Project Grants (School Project Grants), the
Ping Wo Fund (PWF) has been funding non-governmental organisations and
schools to organise anti-gambling publicity and public education activities. The
PWF’s total funding for these 2 funding schemes in 2024 and 2025 are $10 million
and $12 million respectively. The actual funding amount to be disbursed can
only be confirmed upon completion of the approved projects when their activity
details and expenditures are finalised.
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3.&4.

The increase in the number of clients in 2024 as compared to 2022 is mainly
because the demand for face-to-face counselling and treatment services has
returned to the pre-COVID-19 epidemic level. In addition, since society’s
return to normalcy in 2023, the PWF has continuously enhanced its publicity
efforts via traditional media as well as online and social media platforms.
Such efforts include placing advertisements on public transportation and online
platforms, so that the promotion of the PWF’s Gambling Counselling Hotline
(183 4633) and relevant anti-gambling messages can reach the wider public,
and those in need are encouraged to seek early assistance. The enhanced
publicity measures have also helped more people in need access and receive
counselling and treatment services.

Regarding the regulation of basketball betting, the Government has launched a
one-month public consultation on the proposed regulation of basketball betting
activities and will decide the way forward having regard to the public’s views.
The Government will also continue to strengthen collaboration with the Ping Wo
Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing and
alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO019
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2376)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:
Regarding the Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS), please inform this Committee of the following:

1.  the expenditures on subsidy for youth hostels over the past 3 years;

2. the sites identified for youth hostel projects, their respective numbers of hostel places,
construction progress and dates of completion or projected completion;

3. the figures for the past 3 years on applicants for youth hostels, tenants, occupancy rates
and corresponding rents, as well as the situation of tenant turnover; and

4.  asthe Government indicated in 2022 that it would expand the YHS by subsidising non-
governmental organisations to rent suitable hotels and guesthouses for use as youth
hostels, the progress thereof.

Asked by: Hon CHENG Wing-shun, Vincent (LegCo internal reference no.: 35)

Reply:

The Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) is an important youth development initiative. Apart from
meeting young people’s aspirations of having their own living space, we also hope that youth
tenants will benefit through participating in the various support and training activities
provided by youth hostels during their stay. The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau has been
proactively implementing the YHS through a multi-pronged approach, which includes fully
funding non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to construct youth hostels on under-utilised
sites, and launching the YHS - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Y outh
Hostels (the Subsidy Scheme).

There are currently 7 youth hostel projects whose construction is fully funded by the
Government. The first 2 youth hostels run by the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
and the Po Leung Kuk have commenced operation upon completion of construction in 2020
and 2023 respectively, offering a total of over 1 700 hostel places, which account for more
than half of the total provision of hostel places under all the projects. Since the launch of
the Subsidy Scheme in 2023, 5 projects have been approved thereunder and put into use,
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providing a maximum of 1 310 hostel places in total. The latest progress and relevant
information of the various youth hostel projects are at Annex.

Of the 7 youth hostels currently in operation, 2 commenced operation in the fourth quarter of
2024 and the NGOs concerned have been recruiting youth tenants as planned. At present,
the monthly rent of a hostel place under the YHS (including the Subsidy Scheme) ranges
between some $2,500 and $5,900 on average. As at end-February 2025, the 7 youth hostels
received over 10 000 applications in total and, except for the usual tenant turnover slots, the
average room occupancy rate of the 5 youth hostels that have operated for at least a year is
about 85%.

The actual expenditures on the Subsidy Scheme for 2022-23 and 2023-24 were about
$3.8 million and $17.8 million respectively, and the revised estimated expenditure for
2024-25 was about $39.4 million. The actual expenditure for each year depends on the
number of approved applications, the funding amounts for individual projects and their
leasing conditions.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYABO019

Latest Progress and Relevant Information of Youth Hostel Projects

() Youth hostel projects whose construction is fully funded by the Government

Total

(About 2 877)

Non- Estimated Actual /
number of projected
governmental Latest )
o Address hostel places completion
organisation / progress
(number of date
youth hostel
rooms) (year)
1| The Hong Kong | 2 Po Heung Street, 80 Completed and 2020
Federation of Tai Po Market, (78) in operation
Youth Groups New Territories
(HKFYG) /
The HKFYG
Youth Hostel PH2
2| Po Leung Kuk 18 Tai Shu Ha Road 1680 Completed and 2023
(PLK) / West, Yuen Long, (1 248) in operation
PLK Lee Shau New Territories
Kee Youth Oasis
3| Hong Kong 9 Arran Street, 90 Construction 2026
Association of Mong Kok, (72) underway
Youth Kowloon
Development
4| The Hong Kong | Junction of 592 Construction 2026
Girl Guides Ferry Street and (579) underway
Association Jordan Road,
West Kowloon
5| Tung Wah Group | 122A-130 302 Construction 2027
of Hospitals Hollywood Road, (210) underway
Sheung Wan,
Hong Kong
6| Hong Kong Junction of Castle About 190 | Pre- To be
Sheng Kung Hui | Peak Road - Yuen (About 180) | construction advised
Welfare Council | Long and Yau Tin works
Limited East Road, underway
New Territories
7| The Salvation 6-8 Salvation About 510 | Technical To be
Army Army Street, (About 510) | feasibility advised
Wan Chai, studies
Hong Kong underway
About 3 444
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(I1) Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth

Hostels
Maximum
Non-governmental number of
organisation / Address hostel places Latest progress
youth hostel (number of
rooms)
Hong Kong United 39 Morrison Hill Road, 194 The project was
Youth Association/ | Wan Chai, Hong Kong (97) approved in March
BeLIVING Youth 2023 and in the same
Hub month that year the
first batch of tenants
moved in.
The Y .Elites 8 Yeung Uk Road, 200 The project was
Association / Tsuen Wan, (100) approved in April
Home2Youth Hostel | New Territories 2023 and in June the
same year the first
batch of tenants
moved in.
Lady Lau Memorial 86 & 88 Apliu Street, 84 The project was
Charitable Foundation | Sham Shui Po, (42) approved in July
Limited / Kowloon 2023 and in
Joseph’s House September the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Tin Shui Wai 8 Tin Sau Road, 672 The project was
Residents Services Tin Shui Wal, (336) approved in August
Association Fund New Territories 2024 and in October
Committee Limited / the same year the
Sky One Hostel first batch of tenants
moved in.
Yan Oi Tong Limited / | 30-38 Sa Po Road, 160 The project was
YOT Hub Kowloon City, (80) approved in October
Kowloon 2024 and in
December the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Total 1310
(655)
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO020
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2377)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 in the Estimates that the
Bureau will continue to engage young people through the Youth Link (YL). In this
connection, please advise this Committee:

1.

of the figures on the members recruited, activities and training organised, and
participants in each activity since the launch of the YL;

of the specific recruitment work, manpower and expenditure to be involved in the
coming year, and whether any targets have been set for the annual intake of recruits; if
yes, of the details; and

regarding the establishment of a physical platform for interaction in the Nam Cheong
District Community Centre and the adjacent Tung Chau Street Temporary Market for
YL members, of the planning progress of the project, its commissioning date and the
services to be provided, and whether activities connected with the Sham Shui Po
community will be organised.

Asked by: Hon CHENG Wing-shun, Vincent (LegCo internal reference no.: 36)
Reply:

1.

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) launched the Youth Link (YL) in
September 2023 to link up participants of various government youth programmes,
offering them opportunities to develop diverse talents and participate in public affairs,
as well as strengthening their communication, interaction and mutual trust with the
Government. The YL currently has over 18 000 youth members.

Since the launch of the YL, the HYAB has organised an array of activities for its
members. To name a few, the Youth Dialogue on “The Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy
Address” and other Youth Dialogue sessions, the historical and cultural exchange tour
to Jiangxi Province, the exchange tour “Exploring Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Opportunities in the Greater Bay Area”, visits to youth hostels and the National Security
Exhibition Gallery, some voluntary work in large-scale government events, as well as
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attendances at international events.  For instance, in November 2024 several
YL members took part as delegates from Hong Kong, China in an official youth
development programme under the framework of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) held in Peru, where they had in-depth exchanges with other youth
delegates from various member economies in the Asia-Pacific region. The HYAB has
met and exceeded the target of organising and providing at least 10 youth development
activities for YL members by end-2024, as the attendances at YL activities have reached
over 2 400 to date. We will continue to provide YL members with various types of
activities and will organise or provide at least 20 youth development activities for
members within 2025.

The HYAB has implemented the YL mainly with existing resources. At present,
YL activities are primarily co-ordinated by 1 Chief Executive Manager and 2 Senior
Executive Managers appointed on non-civil service contract terms at the HYAB.  Since
they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out the exact
manpower and estimated expenditure involved.

The HYAB has not set a target for the number of YL members. We will continue to
offer more diverse activities through the YL to attract more young people from various
backgrounds to become its members.

As mentioned in the 2024 Policy Address, the HY AB will set up a physical platform for
YL members in the Nam Cheong District Community Centre and the adjacent Tung
Chau Street Temporary Market, which will include youth activity facilities such as
multi-function areas, a youth culture and creativity bazaar, and small-scale performance
spaces. Our goal is to provide a gathering place for ongoing interaction among
YL members, and establish a base for implementing the measures under the Youth
Development Blueprint to encourage communication and collaboration among the
Government, the Youth Development Commission and young people, while
maintaining close contact with the neighbouring community. We will seek approval
for block allocation from the Capital Works Reserve Fund for the related construction,
fitting-out and improvement works, and our target is to progressively commence
operation of the physical platform by end-2025.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO021
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1546)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In connection with the international youth exchange programmes, the Funding Scheme for
Youth Exchange in the Mainland and the Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the
Mainland, will the Government inform this Committee:

1.

with a breakdown by programme/scheme, of the details of each funded project in
2024-25, including the non-governmental organisation (NGO) involved and its funding
amount, project content, number of youths benefitted and deliverables;

of the implementation and monitoring mechanisms in place to ensure the targeted use
of resources by the NGOs and that more young people are benefitted, for instance, by
according priority to young people who have never been to the Mainland for study visits;
and

in view of the significant increase in this year’s estimates over last year’s revised
estimates under this Programme, of the concrete use of the increased resources, in
particular, as it is mentioned by the Bureau that there will be a net increase of one post,
the rank and job duties of the post; whether the Bureau will make use of the resources
to encourage Hong Kong youths to visit more Mainland provinces/cities for exchange
opportunities, and launch projects including job attachments, curriculum exchanges and
thematic studies; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?

Asked by: Hon CHOW Man-kong (LegCo internal reference no.: 30)

Reply:
1.& 2. For 2024-25, the respective expenditures and numbers of participants under the

funded projects of the Funding Scheme for International Youth Exchange, the
Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland (FSYEM) and the HYAB
Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland (FSYIM) are tabulated as
follows:
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Name of Scheme 2024-25 (Revised Estimate)

Amount of Number of
Expenditure Participants
($ million)

Funding Scheme for International Youth 24 2100

Exchange

FSYEM 76 30 000

FSYIM 113 4 400

The funded non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and funded projects under
these 3 schemes are set out in Annex I, Annex Il and Annex I11 respectively.

Upon completion of an exchange/internship project, participants are invited to fill
in evaluation questionnaires from which we can gauge their views on the project
for monitoring its effectiveness and quality. This will also become part of the
track record when assessing the same organisation’s applications in the future.
Representatives of the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Youth
Development Commission also attend activities (such as concluding and sharing
sessions) held locally by the funded organisations to understand participants’
views on the projects for monitoring their effectiveness and quality. Based on
the feedback collected from the last rounds of participants, over 90% of the
respondents considered that the respective schemes have attained the intended
objectives and helped them broaden their exposure and deepen their understanding
of the Mainland / overseas countries they visited.

We have introduced a number of enhancement measures under the said schemes
to encourage more young people with different backgrounds to participate. For
instance, under the FSYEM, priority would be given to applicant projects with
publicity strategies that target to recruit Hong Kong youths who have never been
to the Mainland for exchange activities before.

The increase of $150.7 million in the provision for 2025-26 over the revised
estimate for 2024-25 comprises an increase of $107.4 million in the cash flow
requirements for non-recurrent and capital account items, and an increase of $43.3
million in the recurrent provision. The increased recurrent provision is for
implementing various youth development, women and family related initiatives as
well as covering the operating expenses. In 2025-26, there will be a net increase
of 1 post, which includes the creation of 2 time-limited Executive Officer Grade
posts to assist in the implementation of women related initiatives, and the deletion
of 1 permanent post.

The HYAB currently provides young people with diverse internship opportunities
in the Mainland through various schemes/programmes, including the FSYIM, the
HYAB Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland and the HYAB
Scheme on Corporate Summer Internship on the Mainland and Overseas. These
schemes/programme can enable young people to understand first-hand the
workplace culture and career prospects therein, set their future career goals,
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accumulate work experience and build interpersonal network so as to boost their
employment advantage. Apart from internship opportunities, the HYAB also
provides young people with in-depth exchange opportunities in the Mainland
through various schemes/programmes, including the FSYEM and the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Youth Cultural Exchange Programme. The destinations of
the said schemes/programmes cover various Mainland provinces/cities. The
HYAB will further enhance the breadth and depth of various
schemes/programmes, with a view to helping young people learn about the major
development trends of our country and broaden their horizons.
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Annex | to Reply Serial No. HYAB021
(Information only available in Chinese)

Funded projects under the Funding Scheme for International Youth Exchange 2024-25

No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

1 | EXRAMEEEZEEAR | IREKZ A - BN =5t #E] 2025
NG

2 | W REFREREA | A ORI -~ EEEL s aeRsT
PRAE] #2025

3 | EBEEABHEARS | TR RERMHEEE, — HEEHEI2024
Gl

Y TRra  WRHR ) BB SO E Z[E2025

5 | FHEFAEIS TS EBET R

6 |FF - & HE - HE - B REE LSRR

7| EEEEOEE TS

8 | JLEEMmY JLEES s e Al T

9 | FERKEEMGARLS | FREFEIRKROZEE
G

10 | HEF=ESEZHAER | Annyeong Haseyo Seoulmate

11 | HABELWBGERRS FIHFEEF BRI

12 | WE=MEDFER R E | JLEFH S BB AR
FAHRAFE

13 | EABCESERBEAR | B IBEEFE R BN E@EER B SRR
G

14 | PERAEHGERESE | MERHBES - BErE e

15 | HHASTEME S e SHER—ULHERETTQZHE

16 | FRFEHEFFEMmE | TG A — AT RHEEE R
EHLAIRAE

17 | RAKEESFE RERER—KE

18 | HEEAEEmY B 0 A A - O BT DL SR S B3 6] 2024

19 | et ERFEEREtES | TR SRR - HhL - EREOR UL
B iE

20 | HAEAEE B R R RELEE

21 | AllFIHER EE BB AR SCE 2k

22 | pBEE e ARG — H RO

23 | BEFELHEAERAE TS EREREEROR k2024

24 | (FFYME R EREE AR g5 | 2024-2025 JERAYEAE A LB S RS
G

25 | SEBNBEATHEEA | WA IR ¢ PEE ) E O

PR E]
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
26 | HEEAEAERERESHAIRZ | International Coding Exchange
=]
27 | B N EIRGE Ancient Paths Towards a Sustainable Future
28 | REEBRHER R e T &R A 2 BSOS B PR 2 N6 2024
29 | HE{TE) "EFEEAM , RO RGE
30 | FAPELRFEHRS | PHELE —HRPREZEAORE
=]
31 | PEEFAPEREIE A | mEPAE BB E U AR E
PR E]
32 | MEELEEFEAERE | w4 R EE) kPR B U AR E
33 | JEEHE Harboring Leadership: A Journey through Cultures,
Challenges, and Change
34 | HAEUE - FEHEEE | TR RS bR SR
35 | IHfER e 2EoERE | T ——p% ) watha R RSO E
36 | EVEREEFOMCHESY TEREKAT B EE T A BHECUE
IR 2 itk
37 | HABEHAY "ERTN ) HHEEMETE RSO E 2025
38 | Al P T —ERATESORE
39 | HHECEAMEE 2 — % A SRS BT E
40 | EEGREHE HEFTE R —RERFE L
41 | BREFHRAE B2 PG e S A REAT ]
42 | RZERsx sz BRI U BRSO 2 i
43 | BN B e HAGOE A LAs s E
44 | FIgHtgaERRAT | WbER | R BREZK
45 | B FOE R BRI HE v B & (e — Bl 28 b 2 ik
46 | SEEF/DEPOAEIRAT | (i EEE A PRE H AR S B
47 | I EraE e PR 2 BEREIEE 2 Ah - SEHECU R ERR 2k
48 | pE{EETEPTSA 5 e e & A H 2R
49 | REFSFEFE KT HE—RIPEACT T
50 | MIESHmdgss AR AT | RNEEA - e el HAAERRE 2K
51 | HAFFHREXHI AR | BIEfEHE - FEE LB VREIRIIIRER 2k
I\ H]
52 | AEEERfE Hr AT iaT #2025
53 | JLEEMLEIIE FHREFR - MFFER R AR 35 S 2 H]
54 | EHETWEREY SR R ARSI E AT 5 82024
55 | HAEHEIRFY ST e Exchange STEM programs for Hong Kong youth to

visit United Arab Emirates (Dubai and Abu Dhabi)
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

56 | EVERABEFERIELE | BoETE T NE ) B8 KR
HIRAE] ~ BEEIE
FhEAaRAHE

57 | EEEFERARAE FREER RO EZ R

58 | ZEEILFE BRI - PREFEEMAORE T —F %,

{EBRER 2K

59 | AR NBIRZE T | [—F i) PR R G RIS
HIRAHE]

60 |&ilipgghE BEEEEREE D T IRE | B ESORECEE

61 | SLEEINE FEE - JLBE | T MESERRL ) o — A —RRE L &REH 2 BRI S SUL
PR A e AR A E i HE

62 | RERAEREIERGLT | BEE TR AMRHECUERR 2K
2

63 | FEABAGESTE | W AVPUEEGE | PREEEC R

64 | HAEAFEMEEER [ K 3 — B AR B -5 25 1512024-2025

65 | EAEFFHY EEFIHES B U LAT AT &

66 | FABEAGMIAFESEF | TiEALOE SERE, 2AEREETES.0
SELERESE

67 | EAFEE LT REER | GLHEBE—HEONZ DE T —EREY R
REY

68 | HAEEKAEET TEEIRH R AR A

69 | HHNEGY BN 2 i — NAEBLERRD B

0 | FESFRE & AT A U bR E

1| FESFHEMERARL | FEAEE S HFFAOMETE2024
G

72 | VHBRFEEEREY | BENY T R EE

73 | BEEAEFEK F 2 L R R B AT i 2025

74 | SHERE 2024-2025 oot R A0 AT E

75 | ZHEEETE FOOAHE  BURR - FEesE&

76 | BEUTRSRE Syt ERHEEAOR H

7| EAREVFEAY AT DI R S R AR T e b i

8 | BARNEBHGHRAHE - | BEHSRE © i FERYHIEC
FAEELUENEARAE

79 | EHRKEAIEER EREYe ~ SELh v an i ERES i

80 | HATEAEIEFE "IE ) WS R IR

8l | HEAEMBIHEEGAHRAHA | HOFRGRERM LK

82 | HAELAGEMNHEAIR | EFEFFE | EOEEEE 2024

A

Some of the project names are originally in English.

Cancelled projects are not set out.
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Annex Il to Reply Serial No. HYAB021
(Information only available in Chinese)

Funded Projects under the Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland 2024-25

No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

1 | iE KR AR AE TR | EE T AL ——&EE DERE LR
GAHRAFE

2 | EEEREMEARAE | EHREEENT ——BEEISULE

3 |EIREEGER) RS | REF ULIRIR 8 & E R K — — B S AL )
FEEEHARAH SR

4 | BIFEZE (BB E - | THELERER 4885575 [F) B
FEEEHARAH

5 |BEEE GBS | EEEE M RO E —— BB LN
FEEEHARAH SR

6 | EREASGER)ELY | AariiE2024— FHEFFEN a5 ZRGE 2k
Ay s A an B 0

7 BRI TEIEE S 202450 K TATE —— P EAT

8 |[CERIITEIESEE 202455 RITATE —— LURAT

9 |SERIATEIFES 2024 T AR REE T — — PREARCCE R TP

A2 EEN

10 | )ZEnZ B AR S SR A5 2L (E

11 | FEATTEREGARAE | RETEUEZR—IGL - 5%

12 | HFEEFREEAERAE | P N RMERIL 7S FEIHEBMAOR E

13 | BEHNERRAHE HARFFEABEREIETE (LR

14 | ATEEMFTARAE | BEINESHEHREOmE (F—)

15 | ATERMFRARAE | BEINEHEHREORE (F )

16 | ATEREMFRATARAHE | BINGSHRHRORESRE (B=)

17 | ATEmMFRARAE | BEINESHEH 200 E (F—)

18 | ALEREMFATARAE | BEINESHRRTEIRE (B2)

19 | ATEmMFARAE | BEINESHEH 200 E (=)

20 | oM =2EEAIR A E] HAEFF NS b2 )k2024

21 | KIREEHEARAE | =EIWHE - ExRLE

22 | B RABRSARAE | FINEFREESULERRESTRE (B—)

23 | EFEAESARAE | BNFHEUERERRESRE (B )

24 | B RABRSARAE | FINEFREESULERRESTRE (B=)

25 | ERFEAESARAE | BINFHEUERESE P20 E (B )

26 | EWFEREEARAE | BEMINIHEUEERPEACRE (B )

21 | EFEREEARAE | BEMINIHEUEERTEACRE ()

28 | BE2EFEHEANES | ST EREEE —RETSETEREEFTFIIRK
ARAHE S
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
29 | BT VEREES | MaREATERESORE
HIRAH]
30 | —H—EEFFEXERGH | FeBt R EEN — KR IUFFE AR S
fRAE] » KERZK 2024
31 | T EEFFEREMTH | 2 LEOE—ANEFFE UL mETE]2024
PRAHE]
32 | mE=AEEHEAHE 20243 QIR A E AEFH F AT E]
33 |EERETEHARAE - &5 | EEEFFAMAOREE
BHEARAE
4 | HEEEGEBESY S TSI R U B 2K
3 |HEEEEBEET sar G OUL K BRI 2 ik
36 |EREGEBESY Pl R R B R AR REER R R
37 | HFABERIERES AT/ DL 2 kT FE{ 72024
38 | FABERIERES T/ DFELL S kiR ETT2025
39 | B AEASARAH CEEERER ) FOFRORZR
40 | FAEFSOKE R E R RS S i R E (55 Um Lt Al A
BT EREIE
41 | FARPOUOREMNEER AP SRS — e R 22024 T ik
JInE 1T
42 | SBRIE LS REBEBSGHFAT
43 | AEH BB - AT O | LESE B UEFE 2K
44 | FELLbh e B O EDJR & T — B AT Lk 8 () 30 a T &
2024
45 | MEEFERRE oriig )i — B2 2 Jik2024
46 | MEEFRIY R —IBE 22024
41 | MEEFR Y KA AH—1E2F 7 Jik2024
48 | BB ETERE TG - KEk I AR A N EE R KT
JiatE] 2024
49 | RREERF% R LLRLLIER R 2 ik
50 | R Z e HEH b k2024
51 | BEEARAH TS A ) BN TR A YN A B 2024
52 | BEEARRAH T Tl 1SR IR S LA (] 2024
53 | HEHEEE P R SR S 2 ik
54 | HEE BN #E | HERERE Y R (FEREIZEEE)— %M
EEFHRAHE
55 | AP KRB GG | 4449 2 i CraIUER)E 2 ~ RS E L HE
TRIEE R EAEREY
56 | FOBEELERG Y EUES /DA E2024
57 | HAEFENERY EEREGERE TSRS [H2024
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
58 | HEEE LI E KR, | PEIANSE S (SREERHEL) BEsRsb ~ 550
KER PreEAREHH 6K
59 | ULENRBEEEARA | LXK - Z28E
-
60 | FBELFFVFEEEZRE | BEE - ULk
FHRAE
61 | FAELHAFVEEEZE | MEFH > BEINSULZkK
FHRAE
62 | FERSKEFVFEHERE | &R WIS EZiK
GAHRAHE
63 | FESHKEFVFEHERE | JEZE  EHOE B 2R
GAHRAHE
64 | HAEHE SR T BIH R NI S B A s b
65 | EERARAH NSRS K& ERET &)
66 |HEAETHRAH 551 Tt N T R T R B R S B R A A
AE
67 | REEERERTE - FF | NEHE S SUEPRE 22024
AL EHRAE
68 | EJIEHENIAIRAH] RIEBEBIAR K — & BT FE N E2024(F —
1)
69 | I ENIAIRAH] RIEB W BIARR — & F TN E 2024 (5% —
1)
70 | I EN AR A H] KRB BRI —F BT TN E2024(5F =
1)
1| I EN AR A H] RIEBEBIARK —F AT FE N E2024(F 1Y
1)
72 | BN EAIRAE] RIEBE BRI —F BT TN E 20245 11
1)
73 | EMNHEIAIRAE RIEBEBIAR K —F AT FE N E2024(F N
1)
74 | EMNHENAIRAE] KB RIARK—EF BT FEINNOAE2024(F &
1)
75 | M EI AR AE] RIEBEBIAR K — & AT FE N 20245 /\
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721 | EOHEAEIRE AR | TRRE OO B Rl E R
|
722 | FEEsk B REEIE | WY)IERESCIHE R R
723 | wmAMIE S EREREZ S | T EEREIN - BORPE | FHEAME 2025
C WAEEFFHARAS
|
724 | WEEHE DEAOREHE | 2024 FE/EFFERFAEFOREUE
FHERAE PETER BT 2k
725 | HEEE TR BrE RS RIS E
726 | JHARIEFE F At PR B R PR N AA B
727 | HRHEF AL Fr SO E =2 MU
728 | FEEHRAHE HRHT & 572025 — e &S EH AR
729 | JLBHAILFE P52 B N PR SR S B AT 2 itk
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
730 | TEAEEAIRAHE ~ BE | T /ILERE | EAFFEGFEME
SERERETHIRAE
731 | BFEEZREGHLAERS | BEHFSENNHES
H ~ RKEBEFFEER
FHRAE]
7132 | BEH NEARAT THEFERE (RER)
733 | Y-LOT Foundation SR AR A ]
Limited
734 | HEER N HTT—2025 5 37
735 | EEtt AT EEE
736 | HEZEHE A= Zik— ANEH Z RSO E
737 | FEEFL FELT R 2 PEES KA
738 | RS FEAT IR Z S8 ~ P SRS E
739 | BEE HRILE . SUERESEEFER 2K
740 | BE= HEHE . UL ERE 22025

#

Cancelled projects are not set out.
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Annex 111 to Reply Serial No. HYAB021
(Information only available in Chinese)

Funded projects under

HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland 2024-25

No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

1 | BEmHAEREEEG AR | "B, Bel—&85FFE EEEE 2024
NE S BARFELEHIRA
=il

2 | WOBEFAUMEERE | b - S -FBREANMEEEE2024

3 | WeEEFAUME RS | B - [ AmEREA N E E 52024

4 | AEFTAURMEHERE | B - B EREAENME EEE2024

5 | AR JEER JEDE —F AR A I B 5T 512024

6 | HAENEEE BESH—EEREE N E 52024

7| HEAANGEE Y WG — AR A N H 51512024

8 | EHULEEFARAE | TEHIEN - BIEEN,, —FBREENMEY

=& 2024-25

9 | PEEHEEEE 2024 AEFFIL =T E R &)

10 | HEAEARAE RIS ET TR S E 52024

11 | AP URE—B4AF | g7 SHE S E Lo E e
Bt R R L

12 | E5alE U bhke TEERRME , —IERSUbRIB EEEIHE RN

=1#12024

13 | HAEPEHEY HEEY - ST HBEEE2024

14 | Z5HRZBERGHRA | BENIEE —E8EF K EEE1#12024
G

15 | PEEREHaEARAET | Fom BEm ", — DT EERE

16 | fPEREEHEEARAE | T IHRAREK ) FAAEFEREIEEETE12024

17 | FBFOCRE—pREN | R ALEZ P EEEH

18 | REEGm R - B | TEPRZE, HUNTIEEER #2024
FLHEARAE

19 | ENHE AR AE] 8 IR — N E ER2024(5E—1H)

20 | EINEEN AR AE ~ & | BRI — EINE ER2024(5E 1)
AN E S AR
NG

21 | ¥ EN IR IRAE] 8 TR — N E E /2024 (5 =)

22 | EINFEIIARAE ~ & | i BT — BN E ER2024(55 1Ui)
AEFFHgAERAE

23 | REBEFFEHENIAERL | BN — R EEERF2024

H] .
BB AR E
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

24 | RBEFFHENIARE | Bi RN —&YIE ERF2024
= .
EINFrE AR A E]

25 | REBEFFHENNARL | BN —EINEERK2024
= .
N EI AR A E

26 | KKz E[FEE 2024 " EEIEHD - KRR B——FHBRE4AZH

P E E R

27 | TR IHETFHGHERS | TS EEHE
=)

28 | BB ABEFTFHEGH | AERIEFEEEETE
PRAE]

29 | BB ABEFETFHgH | BEENEFFREAEETE
PRAE]

30 | EEEANBEETBES | 5F I (r—— EEUEES R E
ElREFERAE

31 | BB ABEEFHER  EHREAEE "2 HAIR—KOLEAMEEY
Bl ERAE a1

32 | EUEEEAEE S LBl S | EAR S LB AR R S
Bt

33 | RKE&EH B bagetly | " EESEE  EINEHEH2024
FHRAHE - HEEER
PRAE

34 | KEB&EH B banetts | TEEEEE ) fhUEE #2024
FHRAE - HERER
PRAE]

35 | ERREAEEPERENE | BENEIE AE RRE EE #2024
e ARAE

36 | FAEEBEARMEEH | T AR, BRI E T E2024-2025
PRAE]

37 | FEAREREARMSE | AR, BRI E T E2024-2025
PRAE]

38 | HEFBREASTRMEEA | SRS BB H2024F B FF N E S E
PRAE]

39 | FEFBREASORMEEH | mEEAS BETE2024 FEARFFENMEEE
PRATE

40 | FEAETEER PR — RS AR N B 51812024

41 | HEAAETEERE R BN LLIdnk— A R A N B 51812024

42 | FEAETEER E TR & ES2 AN E E 5152024
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
43 | FACEEES LA | 55« DB EREA N E #2024
PRAE]
44 | FAEEEEES LA | 8 - L EE R A N E R #2024
PRAE]
45 | BETHEENY I N=2 — /AT E E 5 1#(2024
46 | BEETHEEHY e BT — R E M B E 51 E12024
47 | BETHEENY AOHHE H — /AT E L5 1#(2024
48 | FAREEKRE CEEHME - 1% BHIEERE2024
49 | HABEAEKRE "EEAE - BN, SHEEE2024
50 | HAME A SOE g —FARPAE M E EEE12024
51 | HAMIE A B L — A AR N E E 52024
52 | HAHIE A B2 L — B AR AR N B 5 #2024
53 | EAEEWE 20245 FENEE T TAF G Re T &
54 | BBHEMY 2023-25FF N EE B ETE—SULATE
55 | HEMCERERGEAR | i EFEEEHoRERER
G
56 | HEBCERERFEAR | EHEFE L E e ER R
ANE
57 | HAERLREHY T HRE RS FEINE L 1#(2024
58 | HASZARBHE VARG — B AT LR H 51812024
59 | H®AEELRENYE TR — RS FRENEE #2024
60 | FARLEAEMEAERLS | " FHIRK  HEFERINANE E &
] 2024
61 | HEAEAEHEAERL | I EEREE ETE12024
H >~ KA ELZ A
HIRAE
62 | FARLEMREMEEIRL | EBE RIS E E 5T #2024
H >~ KA AEZ RS
HIRAH]
63 | BN —EENY EHU L —RAGFF N E E5T$(2024
64 | HAEN—EEHY B s — EEFFNME S E2024
65 | &N —EEmY HE TR AT E SR #2024
66 | HEHT KE Summer with CPS, SAO 2024 - Work-Integrated
Education Programme in Beijing
67 | HEHT AE Summer with CPS, SAO 2024 - Work-Integrated
Education Programme in Shanghai (A)
68 | HAEH T K Summer with CPS, SAO 2024 - Work-Integrated
Education Programme in Shanghai (B)
69 | HEHE T K Summer with CPS, SAO 2024 - Work-Integrated

Education Programme in the Greater Bay Area
(Shenzhen)
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

70 | BHABHRIZESE " EIHYER R | KBS E AT #2024

71| HALEETERAE CEBREFEILIEEETT ) AME EEEI2024

2 | FEAEeMBEENLHE B - SRty —RBSE4A N E HE1$12024

73 | HAESMEEAN LY Mg - KBS —F AR A E E 5152024

4 | FEEAEeMBEENLHE BhEE - B — AR N 5T E2024

5 | HEZAFEHZEGAR | T PEE ) HESFEEHAEEETE2024 -
I\ H] Jb5

76 | HASAWENT RARGEEE— B A N B 51812024

7| HAERAEENE A £ — A R AR N B 51812024

78 | HAEE AT S8 Bl —R R N E EETE(2024

9 | HEASER AN | REHESLEINEEETE2024

80 | HALEE FEAEENR NE—FBEAE FIBEHEFE2024

8l | HAEKEHE FEAER R — &S L B E 51512024

82 | EAE FBARBKHEHE | FEE - E—FEREAE N EEEE12024
PRAE]

83 | EAE FBARBKHEHE | FEE - EE—EHEREAE N E EEE12024
PRAE]

84 | HAEH FEARGHEHE | PRI - ER BN NMEE #2024
PRAE]

85 | mAEZEENETE AR | T 3TRIP, L ZEEHFFAME H et &
N 2024

86 | mAEZEENETHE AR | '3TRIP, HBZEREHFAME H T E
U] 2024

87 | mAELEEHET AR | " 3TRIP, SO H¥HHF A E H e E
N 2024

88 | HAEFF LEXRMEAMR | YIC T RECEIEEEETE] , 2024
I\ H]

89 | EAEFTEANEGY MEi = AR — & AR SR A N B 51512024

0 | HESFEECY Ll 3 — A NI B 5512024

901 | HEAFTFEANEGY VLR — AR AR N B 51812024

92 | FEFELSRICERTH | EERAEEEESEEEETE2024—FE N
PRAE

93 | HEFFEEGARAE ~ | A EEE ERE]2024-25
MEHEEEFRAHE

94 | FEFFEAE IEEH | T CEOHITA | BHEE#2024— T REELT
PRAH] EEZIN

905 | FARFUFFHEAERL | 2024 TUF/VFEEEE , 2 "CEOBIA |
il

9% | FEEFLUFEHEARL | 2024 T hLFEDVFEEEE , ~ "CEOREA |

=
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”

97 | BEASFEARAT JEASEH H SEHh E H 51 #2024

98 | EEAETFIARAT JEAEIH H SHH(RHOR ) 51812024

9 | EEFTFFHRATE 202478 A0 H SEHh e Ha T &l

100 | BAEAEFFEARAH JE R H SR (P AR ) B 5152024

101 | EAEHESEEHRAE EATFEA(ZAEFR) T ERTE12024

102 | EBAHESEEHRAE BT TR (EAE ) EE #2024

103 | BAHESEEHRAE B L E TR T EEE2024

104 | HFEEEGHRAT] N T—FAEREE I EIHE G E AT

a1

105 | HAFTEEEWHE - Wik | EBRREELATRE | HAEFENE LT
HERFESAERAE 212024

106 | FAEAEABHGHRAH KBS HEEE12024

107 | HAELEHEGHIRAHE REE B A E E 5T $2024

108 | HFAEABHGHRAH RBE AR E EETE]2024

109 | HELEHGHIRAHE NEE+H &R E 2024

110 | HEAFFEAGZEARA | T Al - AR IS et E T E R
] 5112024

111 | FAFFEAGBERARL | TSR - 28K ) bR kAl T EE
Gl Bpata02024

112 | B4t Som B E A AT = E

113 | HATHEEHEGARAT | EREES EHRE R — 5 E E5152024

114 | FARKRETEE SRR LE | BTG RREEE#2024
g

115 | BEEIEFFHEARL | " HEARAK ) EEREANME #2024
G

116 | EAEFFEREZRHBEAR | KEEFFREIEEETE
I\ H]

117 | SEAEFFEACMMEEGT AR | A EHE | 20248 HARRE A ZBIIEEOM
I\ H] st

118 | SPBFFAUMREG AR | 20245 &8 RE 4 B E E30m a1 & — Al
I\ H] B0

119 | SPBEFFAUMREG AR | 20245 &/ B RE 4 B E E 300t & —FHEl
I\ H] B0

120 | BB (FE)ATRL | 2024-254FEF TS EMt SE T Y2 |
]

121 | BLREEARAE ~ & | kG ] — B EEF = IR EE Ee 8
S E

122 | HEERBE G (HR)ER | 2024-25FF B K24 N T EH et 8] — HE AR
I\ H] E—El

123 | HARIZERFT Y IR S — A RS AR N B T 51812024

Session 7 HYAB - Page 91



No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
124 | HARZERIN S R8T B\ — A B ER AR Nt B 5812024
125 (REEFEEABE R | AT FENHAREET EE5T$2024(A)
PRAE
126 (BEEFEERBE R | AT FENMAREE T H5T$12024(B)
PRAE
127 (REEFEEABEH | AT FEANMAREE T EET$12024(C)
PRAE
128 | B E R MEEE AR | 2024 " INTERN [Té#k | HAEKEL LR ELEETE
I\ H] (FE L E A SAR)
129 | RBFFEAURIEEG AR | 2024 TINTERN JT# | HBEKEARQRE L E]
I\ H] (&I - BURFTIEBCERE)
130 | #RBFFEAURIEEG AR | 2024 TINTERN JT# | HBEKEARRE L EH]
AL (B£$7%)
131 | JLpErLERi e HERE) - BEEF LEEEEE2024048(F
132 | JLFEtLEREE HOERE) - AT BEHEAE2024@1T
133 | JLEErLERiE TR - HAFTFRNEEEETE2024
134 | g K2 - HBEEFERE | | FEAE ) REAERAIEAES R EEET
alERY  HAREARE T | #2024
BETY
135 | HEMIAREESHIRA | A A S ir+(FE ) B E51#
H) ~ BB F UM E S
HIRAE
136 | Br— (U E U ER T — B AT FEAME EETE12024
137 | H—HREEmE TE ) B HRE M E EET$12024
138 | Hr—EEE W EEE - HBeA TN EEEE12024
139 | B7BHER S R« B —H A N B R 152024
140 | THHERI S L - BN —F AR AR PN B 5112024
141 | 7B E 28p - IR — BN E 552024
142 | MIEJT&E Bl T 45— EOBSEAE N E E #2024
143 | MIEJ & BE T8 e —BOBREA N E EE #2024
144 | MIEJI&E 5 %% EF—FEEAENME L #2024
145 | BHIEREARAE TS RO RN E D E R E]2024
146 | BHIEREAIRAE CERE] ) KEE RS E #2024
147 | FEEEEE " SOLENR ) B EEET #2024
148 | BBEEBEERAE EABEA (FEZRNEEE
149 | HgEAEBEHRAE EAEAEEHE
150 | tHESUEFFATRHOA | EPextin « B4 GCEEHE( Hg~amuEH)

[RAE ~ FHE EIBT ek
=
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
151 | FFEmFLA | 1 - B4 GCEE I F~C™HalR
PRAHE
152 | #HE A FFEAmFLA | 1 - B4 GCEEHEI(IE T ~emEER)
PRAHE]
153 | fHE U FFEm LA | i - B4 GCEEHE#EI(IE~>C AR
PRAHE]
154 | HEAEKREABHY S - 5 R — A AR A N 2024
155 | HAKREARGHEY Pl - /NG — A RS AR N 51512024
156 | HAEREL R TN - RBE —FAREA N H 51 #2024
157 | HIE HuhsEss A IR A H] JEH b S Bl B 51 #12024-25
158 | FIg @ ERIRAH] PO SCRIE 5 1E12024-25
159 | T FES " BREE TR 2024 HEE
160 | HAFEGHRAH TEIREES —ZE)\H ) EEREENMEE
=1#12024-25
161 | HAFERGHRAH TEIREES —ZFP0E ) —HFEREENME
HE1E| 2024-25
162 | HAFERGHRAH TEIE RS AR | B REAENNE
L51$12024-25
163 | BEECEREARAE "CEOHEIHA , = T2 178 - AR}~ it ke
HAE R A EHEEEE12024
164 | HAEEREARAE "CEOHIA |, = TiHEEE 08 « 178 - B
55 | EIEE$12024
165 | HFAFEERWEAIRAH "CEOHEI A 2" B2 78Il | R e H 51 #2024
166 | FHERGARAE ~ T | HEFESREE#2024—HH HFE %
HER R EHRAE]
167 | Wi =G/ DA | 1550058 R B 1 Hh s Bl FR SR B A 2R ]
FHRAH] L EEHR)
168 | W =i/ DEAOR e HE | BEEAOEE(FEE - RIRSES ~ BB A Fuis
FHRAH] BTSSP kR B aE R BREEE
=)
169 | FASFEEEHIRAH [FFHmGsEr] FEXAIEEEEERTSE
2024
170 | FARENFFHEGHRAS | BT "THET A ) —FBREERENEGETE
El 2024-25 —%F—H]
171 | FREINFFEGHERAS | BT "THET A ) —FBREEENEGETE
= 2024-25 — 554
172 | FAREINFFEGHRAS | BT THET A ) —FBREERENEGETE
= 2024-25 — 55— [H|
173 | HALB g REELGR | BEEEE—EINE

BrEAIRAE]
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No. Name of Organisation Name of Project”
174 | FATIHGREET Gk | BEEEHE R
BHARAE
# Some of the project names are originally in English. Cancelled projects are not set out.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO022

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1903)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

According to Programme (2) under Head 49 — Food and Environmental Hygiene Department,
the percentage of performance target for licensing of places of public entertainment has
dropped as compared to that of 2024. In this connection, please advise this Committee on
the following:

1.

How many licences for places of public entertainment were issued in the past 3 years?
Please provide details of the processing procedures, processing time in terms of days as
well as the manpower, expenditure and resource involved with a breakdown by licence
type.

For those licence types involving complicated application procedures and multiple
vetting by various departments but with relatively short validity periods, what are the
Bureau’s plans to streamline such application or renewal procedures? Will multiple-
year licences be introduced for certain trades, such as cinemas or theatres, to alleviate
the pressure on the manpower resources of the licensees and various government
departments, thereby encouraging the market to promote the development of local
culture?

Asked by: Hon FOK Kai-kong, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 28)
Reply:

1.

For the past 3 years (2022, 2023 and 2024), the numbers of applications for the Places
of Public Entertainment Licences (PPELs) (excluding Temporary PPELS) and the
processing time were as follows:

Type of approved licences 2022 2023 2024
(@) | Number of applications for PPELSs 5 0 4

(Cinema/Theatre)Noe !

Median processing time (working 213 Not 224

days) for applications for PPELS applicable

(Cinema/Theatre)No®© 2
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Type of approved licences 2022 2023 2024

(b) | Number of applications for PPELSs 27 27 43
(other than Cinema/Theatre)Noe !
Median processing time (working 124 190 123

days) for applications for PPELs
(other than Cinema/Theatre)No© 2

Note 1: The number includes applications received in the respective year and the
years before. The issue of a licence, which is subject to, among others, the
payment of the licence fee by the applicant, may not take place in the same
year as the approval of the application.

Note 2: The number includes applications received in the respective year and the
years before. The processing time for an application for PPEL is subject to
various factors. For example, some applicants submit their applications
when the places concerned are still under construction or renovation, and
since their licences will only be approved when the premises’ construction
or renovation is completed, the application processing time will appear
longer. The application processing time is also subject to applicants’
progress in complying with the licensing requirements. Since premises
requiring a full PPEL are generally larger in scale and some premises, such
as cinemas or theatres, also involve complex ancillary facilities, the
applicants often need more time to comply with the licensing requirements,
and the relevant departments also need more time to process the
applications.

In 2022, 2023 and 2024, there were respectively 133, 134 and 133 staff members
responsible for handling applications for various types of licences, including
applications for PPELs, in the 3 licensing offices of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department (FEHD). The FEHD does not maintain a breakdown of the
manpower and expenditure involved in processing applications for PPELSs.

Anyone who intends to apply for a PPEL must submit an application form and the
required documents to the FEHD. Upon receipt of the application, the FEHD will
conduct an initial screening of the application and site inspection. If the application is
considered acceptable in principle, it will be referred to the Buildings Department (BD),
Fire Services Department (FSD), Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, Hong
Kong Police Force, etc. as appropriate for comments on, among others, building safety
and fire safety. Upon the FEHD’s acceptance of the licence application, an
Application Vetting Panel Meeting will be arranged within 20 working days for the
applicant to discuss with representatives of the BD, FSD and FEHD the application and
relevant proposals. Upon receipt of comments from the relevant departments and
clearance for the application, the FEHD will issue a Letter of Requirements. The
FEHD will issue a licence only after the applicant has complied with all the
requirements, including those on health/hygiene (such as toilet facilities and provision
of rubbish bins), building safety (such as structural safety of the building or temporary
structure and means of escape), fire safety (such as fire safety of the places concerned
and the Fire Services Certificate issued by the FSD for such places), etc.
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The renewal of a PPEL is simple and convenient. The licensee may make an
application in person at any Licence Issuing Office or online with iAM Smart via the
Online Licence Services website, and the procedures can be completed on the same day.
Applicants may also submit the application by post.

The Government’s main objective in regulating various types of places of public
entertainment is to ensure that the relevant licensing regimes can safeguard public safety
and order in these places. The Government understands that the relevant regulatory
policy should move with the times. Therefore, in overseeing and implementing the
relevant regulatory policy, the Government has not only paid close attention to the
operation of the licensing regimes, but also maintained close communication with
stakeholders on regulatory and licensing matters.  If the regulatory policy is considered
to be ineffective in safeguarding public safety and order for a certain type of places of
entertainment or not fitting for the latest development and operation of the industry
concerned, the Government will consider whether and how to make adjustments to the
relevant regulatory policy.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO023
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1912)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau launched the Youth Link (YL) in September 2023. On
the effectiveness of implementing this initiative, please advise this Committee:

1.

with a breakdown, of the activity details and expenditures of the YL to date since its
launch, including the respective activity types (e.g. vocational training, cultural
exchange or community service), activity natures (e.g. face-to-face or online), venues
and numbers of participants;

whether the Bureau has maintained statistics on the manpower resources and
expenditures involved in the planning, execution and publicity of the various activities,
and whether such expenditures align with the planned provisions in the Budget and
address the policy objectives concerned,;

whether the Bureau has set specific indicators for evaluating the effectiveness of
YL activities, including survey results on youth participants’ satisfaction, actual
implications of these activities on enhancing young people’s skills and community
engagement, as well as activity effectiveness tracked in the long term (e.g. participants’
employment rate or their continual participation rate in community activities); if yes, of
the details; If not, the reasons and whether the Bureau will conduct a review and set
performance indicators for the various activities as soon as possible; and

as it is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 that the Bureau
plans to establish a physical platform for interaction in the Nam Cheong District
Community Centre for YL members, of the specific planning details for the platform,
including its functional design, service scope, anticipated number of beneficiaries and
implementation schedule, as well as the estimated expenditure and resource allocation
for the project concerned.

Asked by: Hon FOK Kai-kong, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 37)
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Reply:
1. &2.

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) launched the Youth Link (YL) in
September 2023 to link up participants of various government youth programmes,
offering them opportunities to develop diverse talents and participate in public
affairs, as well as strengthening their communication, interaction and mutual trust
with the Government. The YL currently has over 18 000 youth members.

Since the launch of the YL, the HYAB has organised an array of activities for its
members. To name a few, the Youth Dialogue on “The Chief Executive’s 2024
Policy Address” and other Youth Dialogue sessions, the historical and cultural
exchange tour to Jiangxi Province, the exchange tour “Exploring Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Opportunities in the Greater Bay Area”, visits to youth hostels
and the National Security Exhibition Gallery, some voluntary work in large-scale
government events, as well as attendances at international events. For instance,
in November 2024 several YL members took part as delegates from Hong Kong,
China in an official youth development programme under the framework of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) held in Peru, where they had in-depth
exchanges with other youth delegates from various member economies in the Asia-
Pacific region. The HYAB has met and exceeded the target of organising and
providing at least 10 youth development activities for YL members by end-2024,
as the attendances at YL activities have reached over 2 400 to date. We will
continue to provide YL members with various types of activities and will organise
or provide at least 20 youth development activities for members within 2025.

The HYAB has implemented the YL mainly with existing resources. At present,
YL activities are primarily co-ordinated by 1 Chief Executive Manager and
2 Senior Executive Managers appointed on non-civil service contract terms at the
HYAB. Since they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single
out the exact manpower and estimated expenditure involved.

The HYAB has adopted various measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the YL,
such as conducting ongoing and regular meetings or exchanges with YL members,
as well as gauging feedback and suggestions from youths on YL activities. The
HYAB has also selected a group of young people with a sense of responsibility,
leadership skills and commitment to serving the community as YL committee
members. From the perspectives of young people, these committee members
brainstorm ideas for the HYAB and give practical and feasible suggestions on
activities, enabling us to better understand our youths’ development needs and
expectations for adjusting the natures of YL activities and setting directions for
future enhancement, thereby offering YL members suitable and diverse activities.

As mentioned in the 2024 Policy Address, the HYAB will set up a physical
platform for YL members in the Nam Cheong District Community Centre and the
adjacent Tung Chau Street Temporary Market, which will include youth activity
facilities such as multi-function areas, a youth culture and creativity bazaar, and
small-scale performance spaces. Our goal is to provide a gathering place for
ongoing interaction among YL members, and establish a base for implementing
the measures under the Youth Development Blueprint to encourage
communication and collaboration among the Government, the Youth

Session 7 HYAB - Page 99



Development Commission and young people. The HYAB will undertake the co-
ordination work for establishing the physical platform for YL members with
existing manpower and resources, and will seek approval for block allocation from
the Capital Works Reserve Fund for construction, fitting-out and improvement
works related to the physical platform. Our target is to progressively commence
operation of the physical platform by end-2025.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO024
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1464)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Government provides Mainland and overseas internship and exchange opportunities for
young people through schemes such as the Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the
Mainland, the Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland and the United
Nations Volunteers - Hong Kong Universities VVolunteer Internship Programme. For better
understanding of the implementation progress and direction for future development of these
schemes, will the Government advise on the following:

1.

Has the Government set any key performance indicators for each of the funded
schemes/programmes?  If so, what are the details? If not, what are the reasons?

Does the Government maintain figures on the expenses incurred by these
schemes/programmes?  If so, what are the details?

What are the specific measures put in place by the Government for promoting these
schemes/programmes and their participating corporates? And what are the expenses
incurred by and the effectiveness of such measures?

Given that major expenses on transportation, accommodation and so on for the interns
concerned are covered by the participating corporates of these schemes/programmes,
does the Government have any information on the aforesaid expenses covered by the
participating corporates? If so, what are the details?

Upon completion of these schemes/programmes, does the Government have any plans
to take measures for offering relevant job-matching opportunities to the youth
participants? If so, what are the details? If not, what are the reasons?

Does the Government have any plans to extend the existing internship
schemes/programmes to other Mainland or overseas cities (such as those in the Middle
East and the Association of South East Asian Nations region) and step up its
collaborations with more major corporates and institutions? 1f so, what are the specific
planning, timetables and estimated expenditures for the relevant work? If not, what
are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon HO King-hong, Adrian Pedro (LegCo internal reference no.: 23)
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Reply:

1.

The Government set indicators in the 2023 Policy Address to increase the number of
beneficiaries under the various youth exchange and internship schemes/programmes in
the Mainland and overseas under the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) to no
less than 30 000 in 2024, with no less than 90% of participants surveyed to consider
themselves having benefitted from the exchange/internship and that the objectives of the
schemes/programmes have been attained, and with no less than 80% of employers
surveyed to consider the Mainland and overseas internship experience valuable and
participants of such schemes/programmes more competitive than non-participants.
We achieved the said target in end-2024.

In 2024-25, the revised estimates for the HY AB Funding Scheme for Youth Internship
in the Mainland, HYAB Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland and
HYAB - United Nations Volunteer Internship Programme were $113 million,
$9.1 million and $4.6 million respectively.

The co-organisers and funded organisations of the aforesaid schemes/programmes make
use of their networks for promotion and publicity. The HYAB also promotes the said
scheme/programmes on various platforms, such as the website of the Youth
Development Commission, the “HKYouth+” youth mobile application and the social
media pages of the HYAB, as well as by conducting briefings on the
schemes/programmes at post-secondary institutions.  The costs so incurred are
absorbed by the HYAB under its total expenditure. The schemes/programmes were
well received in 2024-25 with a significant increase in the numbers of applications from
both organisations and youth participants as compared with the year before.

As major expenses related to the internship, such as transportation, accommodation and
insurance for participants, are covered by corporates participating in the HY AB Scheme
on Corporate Summer Internship on the Mainland and Overseas, we do not maintain
figures on their expenses in this regard.

The various internship schemes/programmes organised by the HY AB aim at providing
young people with internship opportunities in the Mainland and overseas.  Participants
may experience first-hand the local workplace culture and deepen their understanding
of the career prospects there so that they may set their future career goals, accumulate
work experience, build interpersonal network and boost their employment advantage.
The schemes/programmes concerned do not have job-matching measures for long-term
employment of participants.

The existing internship schemes/programmes cover most of the Mainland
provinces/cities and a number of overseas countries (including regions in the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations). The HYAB will further enhance the breadth
and depth of these schemes/programmes, including strengthening our collaboration with
official cultural and scientific research institutions in the Mainland and major corporates
to organise the HY AB Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland and the
HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer Internship on the Mainland and Overseas,
thereby providing unique Mainland and overseas internship placements for Hong Kong
youths with different backgrounds, talents and interests.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO025

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1147)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 209 of the 2025-26 Budget Speech that to combat illegal betting
activities in an effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting
activities and invite the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to submit a proposal. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Committee on the following:

1. What is the cost of commissioning the HKJC to submit the proposal?

2. Besides seeking the views of the HKJC, what studies and opinion surveys will the
Government conduct in parallel to assess the issue of illegal basketball betting activities
from multiple perspectives?

Asked by: Hon HO Kwan-yiu, Junius (LegCo internal reference no.: 18)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty Ordinance (Cap. 108), the Government
authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct horse race betting, the Mark Six
Lottery and football betting. A number of conditions have been imposed under the relevant
betting licences issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to minimise the
negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. These conditions
include that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not accept credit betting;
shall display notices reminding the public of the seriousness of excessive gambling and
provide information on the services available for those with gambling disorder; and shall not,
in conducting any promotional activities, target juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of
winning or impliedly suggest that betting is a source of income. Moreover, the Ping Wo
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Fund promotes public education and counselling support through various measures to prevent
and alleviate gambling-related problems.

As mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years, quite some members of the public have
expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong.
According to the latest assessment of the HKJC, the turnover of illegal basketball betting
reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting activities in an
effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities.
When exploring the regulation of basketball betting activities, the Government will also make
reference to the aforesaid conditions of the betting licences issued to the HKJC to minimise
the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people.

The Government’s deliberation with the HKJC on this matter does not involve additional
expenditure. The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the
proposed regulation of basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having
regard to the public’s views. The Government will also continue to strengthen collaboration
with the Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing
and alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 104



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO026
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1660)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

To encourage more young people to work and develop their careers in the Mainland cities of
the Greater Bay Area (GBA), the Government has so far rolled out the Greater Bay Area
Youth Employment Scheme, the Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland, the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Hong Kong Youth Internship Scheme, the
Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland, the Scheme on Corporate Summer
Internship on the Mainland and Overseas, the Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and the Funding Scheme for
Experiential Programmes at Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater Bay Area.
With a breakdown by scheme/programme, please set out their respective details including
numbers of applications submitted by Hong Kong youths, names of the participating
corporates/organisations, and the total funding amounts disbursed to the participating
corporates/organisations.

In the coming year, what are the Bureau’s estimated expenditures for the publicity and
operation of the aforesaid schemes/programmes?  Will the Bureau increase its staff
establishment in the coming year for continuous enhancement and expansion of these
schemes/programmes, thereby providing Hong Kong young people with more diverse
opportunities to enter the GBA?

Asked by: Hon KOON Ho-ming, Peter Douglas (LegCo internal reference no.: 12)

Reply:
Internship Schemes/Programmes

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Youth Development Commission
(YDC) have been committed to taking forward various youth internship schemes/programmes
in the Mainland, with a view to helping young people broaden their horizons and understand
the working environment and workplace culture outside Hong Kong. The HYAB will
continue to enhance the breadth and depth of the youth internship and entrepreneurship
schemes/programmes under the HY AB and the YDC with the existing staff establishment.
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Regarding the various internship schemes/programmes implemented by the HYAB and the
YDC, their respective numbers of youth applicants, lists of participating organisations and
total expenditures in 2024-25, as well as their respective estimated expenditures in 2025-26

are as follows:

Name of
Scheme/Programme

2024-25

2025-26

Number of
Applicants

Number of
Youth
Participants

Participating
Organisations

Estimated
Expenditure
($ million)

Amount of
Expenditure
(Revised
Estimate)
($ million)

HYAB Funding Scheme
for Youth Internship in
the Mainland

To sponsor non-
governmental
organisations (NGOs)
(including those under the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area
Hong Kong Youth
Internship Scheme) to
organise youth internship
activities in the Mainland
with a view to deepening
youth participants’
understanding of the
employment market,
workplace culture and
development
opportunities in the
Mainland.

Not
available &

4 400

See Annex |

113 115

HYAB Thematic Youth
Internship Programmes
to the Mainland

Through the provision of
unique internship
opportunities for Hong
Kong youths with
different backgrounds,
talents and interests, these
youth participants may
deepen their knowledge
in the relevant disciplines
and professional fields, as
well as the various
aspects of our country’s
development.

840

111

See Annex 11

9.1 11
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Name of 2024-25 2025-26

Scheme/Programme Number of | Number of | Participating | Amount of | Estimated
Applicants Youth Organisations | Expenditure | Expenditure

Participants (Revised | ($ million)
Estimate)
($ million)
HYAB Scheme on About 288 See Not Not
Corporate Summer 2 500 Annex 111 | applicable * | applicable *

Internship on the
Mainland and Overseas

To forge partnerships
with locally-based large
corporates to provide
quality Mainland and/or
overseas internship
opportunities for Hong
Kong young people, with
the aim of cultivating a
cohort of young talents
with a good
understanding of the
country’s development
and a global perspective,
as well as helping them
gain exposure to the
workplace culture in large
corporates in different
parts of the world and
establish interpersonal
networks outside Hong
Kong.

& Since the recruitment for the scheme was administered by the relevant funded NGOs, we do
not maintain information on the number of applicants concerned.

# Major expenses related to the internships, such as transportation, accommodation and insurance
for participants, were covered by participating corporates while the HYAB shared part of the
administrative and publicity expenses.

HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area and HY AB Funding Scheme for Experiential Programmes at
Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases

To promote youth innovation and entrepreneurship, the HYAB and the YDC rolled out in
2024 a new round of the HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (the Entrepreneurship Scheme) and the
HYAB Funding Scheme for Experiential Programmes at Innovation and Entrepreneurial
Bases (the Experiential Scheme), which provide support for potential Hong Kong young
entrepreneurs.
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The Entrepreneurship Scheme subsidises NGOs to implement youth entrepreneurship
projects, under which young people intending to start their businesses locally and in other
cities in the Greater Bay Area (GBA) are provided with entrepreneurial support, incubation
services and start-up capital for 1 to 3 years. Under the previous round of Entrepreneurship
Scheme, we approved a total of about $130 million to 16 NGOs and 217 youth start-up teams
were successfully recruited. They cover a wide range of businesses, including research and
development of innovation and technology projects, retail, information technology,
healthcare, brand design and education services, etc. Relevant youth start-up teams have
started their businesses in Hong Kong, and over 70 of them have also established their bases
in GBA Mainland cities such as Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai and Foshan.  Under the new
round of Entrepreneurship Scheme, we have approved a total of about $170 million to 19
NGOs in late 2024, which are expected to gradually launch their start-up projects in the first
half of 2025 and provide start-up capital and support services for about 260 youth start-up
teams.

The Experiential Scheme subsidised, in its previous round, 12 NGOs to organise short-term
experiential programmes at the innovation and entrepreneurial bases in GBA Mainland cities,
from which about 300 youths have benefitted. Under the new round of Experiential Scheme,
we have approved a total of about $4.2 million to 14 NGOs, which will organise 18 different
short-term experiential programmes in various Mainland provinces/cities from this year
onwards. It is expected that around 600 youths will be able to explore entrepreneurial
opportunities in the enormous Mainland market.

The lists of funded NGOs under the new rounds of these 2 schemes are set out in Annex IV
and Annex V respectively.

Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme

For matters pertaining to the Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme (GBAYES), the
Labour Department’s (LD) reply is as follows:

The Government has regularised the GBAYES since 2023 to encourage enterprises to employ
Hong Kong young people to work in GBA Mainland cities. 1n 2023 and 2024, an allowance
of HK$10,000 per month per young person was disbursed to enterprises for up to 18 months
under the scheme. In the same years, the GBAYES respectively recorded 718 and 417
employed young people. In 2023-24 and 2024-25 (as at February 2025), the GBAYES
respectively disbursed HK$15.07 million and HK$49.99 million of allowance to 93 and 137
enterprises. The names of enterprises participating in the GBAYES and employing 10 or
more young people in 2023 and 2024 are provided at Annex VI.

The estimated expenditure of the GBAYES for 2025-26 is HK$79.78 million. During the
same period, the staff establishment for implementing the regularised scheme comprises 16
Labour Officer Grade and 3 Clerical Grade posts. The LD will closely monitor the
implementation of the GBAYES and review the manpower arrangement in a timely manner.
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Annex | to Reply Serial No. HY AB026
(Information only available in Chinese)

List of Funded Organisations under
2024-25 HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland

Funded Organisation
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9 BHLEEARAHE
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Funded Organisation
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Funded Organisation
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Funded Organisation
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Annex Il to Reply Serial No. HY AB026

List of Collaborating Organisations under
HYAB Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland 2024

Collaborating Organisation
1 Palace Museum
Sichuan Provincial Administration of the Giant
5 Panda National Park,
China Conservation and Research Centre for the
Giant Panda
Chinese Academy of Sciences
4 Dunhuang Academy
Wuyishan National Park Administration,
5 S )
Wauyi University
6 Laoshan National Laboratory
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Annex 111 to Reply Serial No. HYAB026

List of Participating Corporates under
HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer Internship on the Mainland and Overseas 2024

Participating Organisation

1 China Resources (Holdings) Co., Ltd.

2 John Swire & Sons (H.K.) Limited

3 Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited

4 China State Constructio_n !_Engineering (Hong Kong)
Limited

5 Tencent Holdings Limited

6 China Merchants Group

7 New World Development Company Limited

8 Shangri-La Group

9 Esquel Group

10 The Wharf (Holdings) Limited

11 Meituan

12 Airport Authority Hong Kong

13 Ant Group

14 Chow Tai Fook Jewellery Group

15 Hang Lung Properties Limited

16 Henderson Land Group

17 Industrial and Comme_rci_al Bank of China (Asia)
Limited

18 MTR Corporation Limited

19 Sino Group

20 The Bank of East Asia, Limited

21 The Hong Kong and China Gas Company Limited

22 CLP Holdings Limited

23 Lalamove

24 Sun Hung Kai Properties Limited

25 The Hongkong and Shanghai Hotels, Limited
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Annex 1V to Reply Serial No. HYAB026

List of Funded Organisations under
HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (2024-27)

Funded Organisation

1 Proactive Think Tank Limited

2 Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

3 Youth Concentric Association Limited

4 Po Leung Kuk

5 The University of Hong Kong acting through HKU
Techno-Entrepreneurship Core

6 The Chinese University of Hong Kong

7 The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups

8 The Hong Kong General Chamber of Young

Entrepreneurs Limited

9 Hong Kong Youth Synergy Foundation Limited

10 Hong Kong United Youth Association Limited

11 City University of Hong Kong

12 Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship,

The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

13 The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

14 The Education University of Hong Kong

15 The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

16 Hong Kong Metropolitan University

17 The Society of Rehabilitation and Crime Prevention,
Hong Kong

18 Hong Kong New Generation Cultural Association

Limited
19 Smart City Consortium Limited
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Annex V to Reply Serial No. HYAB026

List of Funded Organisations under
HYAB Funding Scheme for Experiential Programmes at Innovation and
Entrepreneurial Bases (2024-27)

Funded Organisation
1 GBA Cultural Innovative Design Association Limited
2 Youth Among The Mainland & Hong Kong and
Taiwan Exchange Promotion Association Limited
3 Wofoo Leaders’ Network Limited
4 Proactive Think Tank Limited
5 The University of Hong Kong acting through HKU
Techno-Entrepreneurship Core
6 HKFTU Greater Bay Area Social Service Limited
7 The Hong Kong Wuyi Association Company Limited
8 Hong Kong Youth Exchange Promotion United
Association Limited
9 The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
10 Hong Kong United Youth Association Limited
11 The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
12 Dynamic Youth of Huizhou Limited
13 Hongkong-Hubei Youth Exchange Promotion
Association Limited
14 Lingnan University
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Annex VI to Reply Serial No. HYAB026

Names of Enterprises Participating in the
Regularised Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme in 2023 and 2024
and Employing 10 or More Young People

(1)  Names of Participating Enterprises in 2023

Name of Participating Enterprises
1 HSBC Global Services (HK) Limited
2 Manpower Services (Hong Kong) Limited
3 PricewaterhouseCoopers Limited
4 Flourish Consultancy Services Limited
5 Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited
6 New Genesis Management Limited
7 Toppan Nexus Holdings Limited
8 KPMG
9 TDMALL (Hong Kong) Limited
10 Techture Limited
11 Tencent Mobility Limited
12 China State Construction Engineering (Hong Kong) Limited
13 Five Stones Group Limited
14 K Compact Company Limited
15 Data S Limited
16 Gowin Tech Limited
17 Zero To One Greater China Limited
18 AccGirl Limited
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(i) Names of Participating Enterprises in 2024

e
o

Name of Participating Enterprises

HSBC Global Services (HK) Limited

Manpower Services (Hong Kong) Limited

Tencent Mobility Limited

New Genesis Management Limited

Flourish Consultancy Services Limited

KPMG

Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited

Tian Tian (HK Fashion Walk) Company Limited

Ol N O |0 B W|IDN|PF-

JC Fashion Group Limited

=
o

isBIM Limited

-
-

HM Investment Consultant Limited

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO027
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3087)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned under the Programme that the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau aims at
promoting youth development. In this connection, please advise this Committee of the
following:

1)  For the Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as
Youth Hostels (the Scheme), the estimated expenditure for 2024-25 is over $39 million.
Please set out the numbers of hotels, hostels and youth beneficiaries.

2)  Further to the above, how many organisations have applied for the Scheme? How long
Is the vetting time concerned?

3) Have the organisations provided the Government with such information as lists of young
tenants and administrative expenditures yearly? If yes, what are the details; if no, what
are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon KWOK Ling-lai, Lillian (LegCo internal reference no.: 40)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) secured approval from the Finance Committee
of the Legislative Council in end-2022 for the creation of a new non-recurrent commitment
of $1 billion, and launched the Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) - Subsidy Scheme for Using
Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth Hostels (the Subsidy Scheme) in early 2023 to subsidise
non-governmental organisations (NGOSs) to rent suitable hotels and guesthouses for use as
youth hostels. Since the launch of the Subsidy Scheme, 5 projects have been approved
thereunder, providing a maximum of 1 310 hostel places in total. The relevant information
of the various projects are at Annex.

The HYAB will continue to proactively communicate with NGOs and stakeholders to take

forward the Subsidy Scheme, and our target is to provide around 3 000 hostel places between
2022 and 2027. We will announce the details upon approval of new projects.
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Under the Subsidy Scheme, NGOs responsible for operating the youth hostel projects are
required to submit reports to the HYAB regularly during the whole project period on the
operation of their youth hostels, including details on the outreach and self-enrichment
activities organised for youth tenants. In addition, NGOs are required to submit annual
reports certified by independent auditors. We will keep in view the implementation progress
and effectiveness of the YHS, as well as the operation of the hostels which have commenced
services, to ensure that the YHS meets its policy objectives.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYABQ027

Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth
Hostels

Maximum
Non-governmental number of
organisation / Address hostel places Latest progress
youth hostel (number of
rooms)
Hong Kong United 39 Morrison Hill Road, 194 The project was
Youth Association/ | Wan Chai, Hong Kong approved in March
BeLIVING Youth (97) 2023 and in the same
Hub month that year the
first batch of tenants
moved in.
The Y .Elites 8 Yeung Uk Road, 200 The project was
Association / Tsuen Wan, (100) approved in April
Home2Youth Hostel | New Territories 2023 and in June the
same year the first
batch of tenants
moved in.
Lady Lau Memorial 86 & 88 Apliu Street, 84 The project was
Charitable Foundation | Sham Shui Po, (42) approved in July
Limited / Kowloon 2023 and in
Joseph’s House September the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Tin Shui Wai 8 Tin Sau Road, 672 The project was
Residents Services Tin Shui Wai, (336) approved in August
Association Fund New Territories 2024 and in October
Committee Limited / the same year the
Sky One Hostel first batch of tenants
moved in.
Yan Oi Tong Limited / | 30-38 Sa Po Road, 160 The project was
YOT Hub Kowloon City, (80) approved in October
Kowloon 2024 and in
December the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Total 1310
(655)
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO028
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3088)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in the Programme that the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau aims at promoting
youth development. In this connection, please advise this Committee:

1) given that the Multi-faceted Excellence Scholarship (MES), which started with an
approved commitment of $400 million, recorded an accumulated expenditure of over
$250 million as at 31 March 2024 and maintains a balance of only around $97 million
now, whether the Government will consider topping up the commitment with additional
funding; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons; and

2)  with a breakdown by year, of the numbers of beneficiaries of the MES to date and the
vetting time concerned.

Asked by: Hon KWOK Ling-lai, Lillian (LegCo internal reference no.: 41)

Reply:

The Government announced in 2014 the launch of the Multi-faceted Excellence Scholarship
(MES) to support local universities and locally-accredited degree-awarding institutions in
admitting local students taking part in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
Examination who excel in sports, arts and/or community services to pursue undergraduate
studies. For the past decade, the MES ran smoothly and granted scholarships to over 300
students for their pursuits of undergraduate studies at local universities and tertiary
institutions.  The respective numbers of students benefited under each round of the MES are
as follows:
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Academic year Number of beneficiaries
2014/15 21
2015/16 20
2016/17 24
2017/18 21
2018/19 46
2019/20 34
2020/21 39
2021/22 33
2022/23 35
2023/24 31

Total 304

The MES scheme has successfully completed its 10-year objectives. Last year, the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) reviewed and evaluated the effectiveness of the MES in
continue promoting the culture of multi-faceted excellence with more efficient use of
resources. In consultation with the Education Bureau, the HYAB launched a new Multi-
talent Development Scholarship (MDS) under the School Nominations Direct Admission
Scheme (SNDAS) starting from the 2025/26 academic year. Each of the eight universities
participating in the SNDAS will be invited to nominate their respective successful SNDAS
admittees demonstrating outstanding performance in sports, arts and/or community services
for the MDS. The quotas of scholarship will be distributed proportionally having regard to
the number of students admitted to each university under the SNDAS. Each MDS awardee
will be granted $10,000 per academic year for 4 years during his/her undergraduate tuition
period. Our target is to grant scholarships to about 50 students in each round of the MDS.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO029
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0616)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In March 2024, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau launched the “HKY outh+” youth mobile
application (HKYouth+) to disseminate information about youth development programmes.
In this connection, please inform this Committee of the following:

(1) the numbers of downloads of and people reached by the HKYouth+ to date since its
launch;

(2) the cost of application development, the maintenance cost incurred last year and the
estimated maintenance cost in 2025-26 for the HKY outh+;

(3) the main information currently offered on the HKY outh+; and

(4) the Bureau’s future plan to further promote the use of the HKYouth+ among young
people.

Asked by: Hon LAI Tung-kwok (LegCo internal reference no.: 25)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) launched the “HKYouth+” youth-based
mobile application (HKYouth+) in March 2024, providing a comprehensive platform to
disseminate diverse information about youth development and activities so that young people
may explore different opportunities and activities according to their individual needs and
interests. As at end-March 2025, the number of downloads of HKY outh+ has reached over
52 000 times.

At present, the HKY outh+ mainly offers diverse information about youth activities and multi-
media content in relation to youth development, covering multiple areas including personal
development opportunities, local hot topics, national development, arts and leisure,
innovation and technology, physical and mental wellness, etc. The HYAB has publicised
the HKYouth+ via various channels. In addition to collaborating with the 18 District Offices
on district-level promotion, we have distributed publicity materials of the HKY outh+ to more
than 700 secondary schools, tertiary institutions and Integrated Children and Youth Services
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Centres of the Social Welfare Department across the city. We have also proactively
promoted the HKYouth+ on social media so that young people may fully understand the
features and functions of the application as well as members’ offers thereon, thereby attracting
more young people to download and use the HKYouth+.

The development cost of the HKYouth+ was $2,680,400, which covered the design of user
experience and interface, a content management system, setting up of infrastructure, as well
as development of the mobile application and back-end system. Since 2024-25 fell within
the maintenance period of application development, no maintenance costs were incurred for
the HKYouth+. Meanwhile, as enhancement to the functions and system of the HKY outh+
is ongoing, we cannot provide the estimated actual maintenance costs for 2025-26 at this
stage.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO030
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0618)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau launched in 2023 the Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels
and Guesthouses as Youth Hostels (the Scheme) to subsidise non-governmental organisations
to rent suitable hotels and guesthouses for use as youth hostels. In this connection, please
advise this Committee:

(1) of the annual expenditures of the Scheme over the past 3 years and the estimated
expenditure of the Scheme for 2025-26;

(2) of the names of youth hostels currently under the various projects of the Scheme, as well
as their respective former hotel/guesthouse names, addresses, figures on rooms and
hostel places, amounts of approved subsidy and progress; and

(3) how the various projects under the Scheme will help youth tenants broaden their
horizons and enrich their understanding of the country and the world.

Asked by: Hon LAI Tung-kwok (LegCo internal reference no.: 27)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau secured approval from the Finance Committee of the
Legislative Council in end-2022 for the creation of a new non-recurrent commitment of
$1 billion, and launched the Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and
Guesthouses as Youth Hostels (the Subsidy Scheme) in early 2023 to subsidise non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) to rent suitable hotels and guesthouses for use as youth
hostels.  Since the launch of the Subsidy Scheme, 5 projects have been approved thereunder,
providing a maximum of 1 310 hostel places in total. The relevant information of the
various projects are at Annex.

The actual expenditures on the Subsidy Scheme for 2022-23 and 2023-24 were about
$3.8 million and $17.8 million respectively, and the revised estimated expenditure for
2024-25 was about $39.4 million. While the expenditure for 2025-26 is estimated to be
about $45.9 million, the actual expenditure for each year depends on the number of approved
applications, the funding amounts for individual projects and their leasing conditions.
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The Subsidy Scheme also aims at promoting youth enrichment and development. The
Government and NGOs provide various support and training activities, such as training
courses, Vvisits, exchange activities and internship programmes, for youth tenants to deepen
their understanding of the country and the world, help them achieve self-enrichment and
widen their personal and social networks during their stay at the hostels, so that they will be
better equipped to face future challenges in various stages of life.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB030

Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth
Hostels

Maximum
Non-governmental number of
organisation / Address hostel places Latest progress
youth hostel (number of
rooms)
Hong Kong United 39 Morrison Hill Road, 194 The project was
Youth Association/ | Wan Chai, Hong Kong (97) approved in March
BeLIVING Youth 2023 and in the same
Hub month that year the
first batch of tenants
moved in.
The Y .Elites 8 Yeung Uk Road, 200 The project was
Association / Tsuen Wan, (100) approved in April
Home2Youth Hostel | New Territories 2023 and in June the
same year the first
batch of tenants
moved in.
Lady Lau Memorial 86 & 88 Apliu Street, 84 The project was
Charitable Foundation | Sham Shui Po, (42) approved in July
Limited / Kowloon 2023 and in
Joseph’s House September the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Tin Shui Wai 8 Tin Sau Road, 672 The project was
Residents Services Tin Shui Wai, (336) approved in August
Association Fund New Territories 2024 and in October
Committee Limited / the same year the
Sky One Hostel first batch of tenants
moved in.
Yan Oi Tong Limited / | 30-38 Sa Po Road, 160 The project was
YOT Hub Kowloon City, (80) approved in October
Kowloon 2024 and in
December the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Total 1310
(655)
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO031
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0620)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Last year, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau, in collaboration with the Investor and
Financial Education Council, launched the Youth Financial Education Programme (the
Programme) at 5 youth hostels on a pilot basis, providing young people with financial
planning and counselling services as well as information on financial management, saving
and investment that suits their individual needs. In this connection, please advise this
Committee:

(1) of the names and content of activities introduced by the Bureau, the number of youths
reached and the expenditure involved to date since the implementation of the
Programme,

(2) of the online resources offered by the Bureau, the respective usage counts and numbers
of views of such resources, and the expenditure involved to date since the
implementation of the Programme;

(3) of the anticipated number of youths reached under the Programme; and

(4) whether the Bureau has any plans to take forward the Programme at other places or
venues besides the 5 youth hostels, with a view to assisting young people in developing
effective financial management plans; if yes, of the details; if not, the reasons.

Asked by: Hon LAI Tung-kwok (LegCo internal reference no.: 29)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Investor and Financial Education
Council jointly launched the Youth Financial Education Programme (the Programme) in
2024. The pilot Programme has been implemented at 5 youth hostels under the Youth Hostel
Scheme, providing youth tenants with financial planning and counselling services as well as
information on financial management, saving and investment that suits their individual needs,
thereby assisting them to develop effective financial management plans.
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Since its launch in May 2024, the pilot Programme has offered story-telling sessions on
financial management, interactive learning activities and a series of online resources, aiming
to help youth tenants customise their own financial plans and goals and establish good habits
of managing personal finances and investment. Under the Programme, 9 story-telling
sessions on financial management have been organised, covering topics such as financial
planning, investment, as well as credit and risks, where experts shared their knowledge and
insights about financial management with youth tenants. Moreover, 6 issues of digital
newsletters have been delivered so far to provide youth tenants with information on financial
management and various tools for personal financial management. Since the pilot
Programme is well received by youth tenants, it has expanded to cover other newly launched
youth hostels, and also gradually extended to other funding schemes and activities of the
HYAB. The number of youth beneficiaries under the Programme since its launch is about
2000. As the HYAB has implemented the Programme with existing resources, no
additional manpower or expenditure is involved. We will keep in view the progress and
effectiveness of the Programme and make timely adjustments.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO032
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0625)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Under the 2 annual funding schemes, namely the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme
(Sponsorship Scheme) and the Ping Wo Fund School Project Grants (School Project Grants),
the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) has been funding non-governmental organisations and schools to
organise anti-gambling publicity and public education activities. It will also launch large-
scale publicity campaigns on anti-football gambling when there are mega football events. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Committee:

(1) of the respective amounts of funding approved under the Sponsorship Scheme and the
School Project Grants in each of the past 3 years;

(2) of the amounts of funding earmarked for the Sponsorship Scheme and the School Project
Grants in 2025-26;

(3) of the respective expenditures on publicity and public education of the territory-wide
anti-gambling publicity and public education campaign launched by the PWF during the
UEFA European Football Championship 2024 period, as well as the number of people
reached by the relevant publicity messages; and

(4) whether the PWF has identified other peak seasons of gambling due to football events
apart from UEFA European Football Championship and FIFA World Cup, and whether
it has considered disseminating targeted no-gambling messages accordingly; if so, of
the details; if not, the reasons.

Asked by: Hon LAI Tung-kwok (LegCo internal reference no.: 34)

Reply:

(1) Under the 2 annual funding schemes, namely the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme
(Sponsorship Scheme) and the Ping Wo Fund School Project Grants (School Project
Grants), the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) has been funding non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and schools to organise anti-gambling publicity and public education activities.
The funding amounts borne by the 2 funding schemes in the past 3 years were as follows:
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()

3)

(4)

Sponsorship Scheme School Project Grants
2022 About $6.8 million About $180,000
2023 About $9.5 million About $220,000
2024 About $9.69 million About $310,000

In 2025, a total of $12 million has been earmarked under the PWF for the Sponsorship
Scheme and the School Project Grants to fund NGOs and schools to organise anti-
gambling publicity and public education activities.

During the UEFA European Football Championship 2024 period, the PWF launched a
territory-wide anti-gambling publicity and public education campaign with the aims of
further raising public awareness of the problems caused by gambling addiction and
promoting no-gambling messages during the peak season of mega football events. The
PWEF’s total funding on the publicity and public education for the above mega football
events were about $6 million. Through organising publicity activities such as a
thematic exhibition and a football fun day, as well as placing advertisements and
disseminating anti-gambling information via traditional media and online or social
media platforms, the relevant publicity messages reached over 19 million
attendance/views.

Besides organising large-scale publicity and public education campaigns when there are
mega football events, including the UEFA European Football Championship and FIFA
World Cup, the PWF has been conducting anti-gambling publicity and public education
work through the funding schemes mentioned in items (1) and (2) above. In recent
years, the PWF has also been strengthening its publicity on the Internet and social media
platforms to promote no-gambling messages more comprehensively to the public,
especially young people. The Government will continue to strengthen collaboration
with the Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on
preventing and alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO033
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2964)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Government currently offers various types of youth exchange and internship programmes
with a view to, inter alia, enhancing young people’s understanding of our country’s
development, boosting their sense of belonging to our country and broadening their horizons.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Committee of the following:

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

For each of the financial years of 2023-24 and 2024-25, under (i) the Funding Scheme
for Youth Exchange in the Mainland, (ii) the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Youth
Cultural Exchange Programme and (iii) the Funding Scheme for International Youth
Exchange, what were the respective figures on the applicant projects, the approved
projects, the participants of approved projects and the expenditures incurred?

For each of the financial years of 2023-24 and 2024-25, under (i) the Funding Scheme
for Youth Internship in the Mainland, (ii) the Thematic Youth Internship Programmes
to the Mainland, (iii) the Scheme on Corporate Summer Internship on the Mainland and
Overseas, (iv) the United Nations Volunteers - Hong Kong Universities Volunteer
Internship Programme and (V) the Youth Start-up Internship Programme, what were the
respective figures on the applicant projects, the approved projects, the participants of
approved projects and the expenditures incurred?

It is learnt that the Bureau monitors the effectiveness and quality of an
exchange/internship project by means of the evaluation questionnaires filled by its
participants. Among the surveyed participants of the exchange/internship projects in
the financial years of 2023-24 and 2024-25, what were the numbers and proportions of
those considered that the intended objectives of the schemes/programmes had been
attained?

Will the Government consider allocating more resources to encourage the active
organisation of exchange/internship projects by community bodies, thereby benefitting
more young people? If so, what are the details? If not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LAM Chun-sing (LegCo internal reference no.: 32)
Reply:
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(1)

(i) Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects

2024-25

(Revised Estimate) 76 929 789 30000

2023-24 50 537 452 22 000

(if) Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Youth Cultural Exchange Programme

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects

2024-25

(Revised Estimate) 05 Not Applicable* 2

2023-24 0.6 30

# Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Youth Cultural Exchange Programme was co-organised by the
Department of Culture and Tourism of Guangdong Province, the Education and Youth Development
Bureau of Macao and the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) of Hong Kong.

(iii) Funding Scheme for International Youth Exchange

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects

2024-25

(Revised Estimate) 24 149 96 2100

2023-24 16 115 88 1120

(2)
(i) HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects

2024-25

(Revised Estimate) 113 199 190 4400

Not
2023-24 79 Applicable* 133 2 600

* The HYAB resumed the internship projects affected by the epidemic in February 2023.
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(i) HYAB Thematic Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects
2024-25
i ) 9.1 111
(Revised Estimate) Not Applicable
2023-24N 15.2 82

AN The programmes were resumed in April 2023, causing a one-off impact on the cash flow of 2023-24.
The expenditures for 2023-24 included those incurred by the 82 internship placements in 2023 and the
advance expenses incurred by the 112 internship placements under the new round of the programmes in

2024.

(iti) HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer Internship on the Mainland and Overseas

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
(% million) Projects Projects

2024-25 283

(Revised Estimate) R Il\il((:):lble# Not Applicable

2023-24 PP 234

# Major expenses related to the internship, such as transportation, accommodation and insurance for
participants, were covered by participating corporates while the HY AB shared part of the administrative
and publicity expenses.

(iv) HYAB - United Nations Volunteer Internship Programme

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects

2024-25 4.6 25

(Revised Estimate) Not Applicable

2023-24" 7.3 10

* The programme was resumed in early 2023. We adjusted the implementation timetable of the
programme and rolled out two rounds in 2023 (instead of one round every year), causing a one-off
impact on the cash flow in 2023-24. The expenditure for 2023-24 included the expenses for a total of
23 Hong Kong university students who started their internships in 2 batches, i.e. March and July 2023,
as well as those for the 25 internship placements under the new round of the programme in 2024.

(v) HYAB Youth Start-up Internship Programme

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of Number of
Expenditure Applicant Approved Participants
($ million) Projects Projects

2024-25 12.3 200"

(Revised Estimate) Not Applicablet

2023-24 9.9 229

N Record as at 15 March 2025.

# The HYAB partners with the Hong Kong Cyberport Management Company Limited and Hong Kong
Science and Technology Parks Corporation to organise the HYAB Youth Start-up Internship
Programme.
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3)

(4)

Upon completion of an exchange/internship project, participants are invited to fill in
evaluation questionnaires from which we can gauge their views on the project for
monitoring its effectiveness and quality. This will also become part of the track record
when assessing the same organisation’s applications in the future. Based on the
feedback collected from the participants under the schemes/programmes in 2023-24 and
2024-25, over 90% of the respondents considered that the respective
schemes/programmes have attained the intended objectives and helped them broaden
their exposure and deepen their understanding of the Mainland / overseas countries they
visited.

The HYAB will further enhance the breadth and depth of these schemes/programmes,
including strengthening our collaboration with official cultural and scientific research
institutions in the Mainland and major corporates to organise the HYAB Thematic
Youth Internship Programmes to the Mainland and the HYAB Scheme on Corporate
Summer Internship on the Mainland and Overseas, thereby providing unique Mainland
internship placements for Hong Kong youths with different backgrounds, talents and
interests.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO034
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2967)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding activities held under the themes “Happy Hong Kong”, “Night Vibes Hong Kong”
and “Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts”, please advise this Committee:

(1) of the following information, set out by theme, on each activity held under the said 3
themes: (i) date of activity, (ii) content of activity, (iii) number of participating
organisations (broken down by commercial and non-commercial organisations),
(iv) expected and actual numbers of participants and (v) the expenditure incurred; and

(2) as itis learnt that activities held under the said 3 themes aimed at stimulating local
consumption and boosting the economy, whether the Bureau has specifically evaluated
the effectiveness of the activities mentioned in item (1), including the economic benefits
brought about by these activities; if yes, of the details; if not, the reasons.

Asked by: Hon LAM Chun-sing (LegCo internal reference no.: 35)

Reply:

“Happy Hong Kong” was an initiative announced in the 2023-24 Budget with the aim of
bringing more joy to the community through a series of events held for the general public.
The 10-month campaign was launched in April 2023 and concluded with success in
January 2024.  With tremendous support for the campaign from various government
departments and organisations, 22 major events and 16 supporting events were held in various
districts across the city. One of the highlights of this series of events was the 3 “Gourmet
Marketplaces” organised by the Home Affairs Department (HAD). ‘“Happy Hong Kong”
focused on activities related to gourmet experience, fun amusement and artistic creativity.
Apart from providing members of the public with more diverse choices of fun and interesting
activities in Hong Kong, it also helped stimulate local consumption and boost our economy.

According to the Information Services Department, activities of the “Night Vibes Hong
Kong” Campaign commenced in mid-September 2023, where the Government joined hands
with different sectors of the community to organise a wealth of attractive night-time events
with local characteristics to showcase to citizens and tourists the vibrancy and charm of
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nightlife in Hong Kong. As at early 2024, almost 70 activities were held in total under the
“Night Vibes Hong Kong” with support from over 80 shopping malls. The various activities
of “Night Vibes Hong Kong” had created a dynamic vibe in Hong Kong and had received
positive feedback from the society.

Moreover, a series of activities under the “Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts” was launched
in January 2024 by the 18 District Offices (DOs) of the HAD, in collaboration with the
Working Groups on Boosting Local Economy set up by the District Councils. The series
mainly aims to provide the public with a wide range of cultural and leisure events to showcase
local diversity or traditional cultural connotations in various districts, thereby creating a
buoyant mood in the community. As at the first quarter of this year, more than 60 events
have been organised under the “Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts”. The activities take
various forms, including bazaar carnivals, traditional cultural events, emerging cultural
activities and entertainments as well as artwork exhibitions, musical performances and sports
experiences. The activities have successfully created a buoyant mood in the community and
have attracted many citizens to participate. The feedback received from the stall operators
has been predominantly positive, indicating high patronage and the activities’ effectiveness
In promoting their businesses. A list of activities set out by District Council district is at
Annex.

Taking individual bazaar carnivals as an example, the Kwun Tong Night Market in the Year
of Dragon held in Kwun Tong early last year attracted a cumulative total of 800 000 visitors
in 23 days. Subsequently, the Chinese New Year Bazaar in Wong Tai Sin had 114 000
visitors in 3 days; the Yuen Long Vibes Mart in Yuen Long had 120 000 visitors in 3 days;
Vespere Tuen Mun in Tuen Mun had over 120 000 visitors in 3 days; and the Urban Jam
Festival, which was held over two consecutive weekends in the bustling Causeway Bay and
featured a distinctive open-air bazaar complemented by pop music and dance performances,
attracted more than 600 000 visitors, boosting the business of merchants and creating a
buoyant mood in the neighbourhood. Stall operators of the bazaars generally expressed
satisfaction with their sales, but did not disclose their actual profits due to commercial
considerations.

The types and nature of the various activities mentioned above are diverse. For example,
over 110 organisers and co-organisers (including the 18 DOs, District Councils and various
district organisations) are involved in the “Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts”. We do not
have the visitor statistics for each of the activities. Furthermore, as the work arising from
the activities is absorbed within the existing resources and manpower, we cannot single out
the expenditure involved.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB034

Overview of activities under “Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts”

(January 2024 to March 2025)

District Month Name of Activity
January to C&W District Sparkles: Vivid and Vibrant
Central & Western February 2024 Vibes Through the Da)_/ ar?d Night Bazaar
December 2024 Central and Western I?lstrlct HarbourFUN
Carnival
May 2024 Night Dragon Parade @ Eastern District
Eastern December 2024 to The Journey of Cantonese Opera @ Eastern
January 2025 District
Ap Lei Chau Hung Shing Cultural Festival:
March 2024 Southern District Vibes Bazaar @ Hung Shing
Festival
Southern F_ishermen C_ulture Day in the S(_)uthern District
October 2024 in Celgbratlon of the 75th Anmveysary of‘the
Founding of the People’s Republic of China:
Tying the Knot the Fishermen’s Way
March 2025 2025 Ap Lei Chau Hung Shing Cultural Festival
May 2024 Urban Jam Festival
Wan Chai December 2024 to .
February 2025 Tasty Wan Chal
April 2024 Kowloon City Songkran Festival 2024
Kowloon City November 2024 Kowloon City Panda Lantern Carnival
December 2024 Kowloon City: Food, Buy and Play with Pets!
January to Kwun Tong Night Market in the Year of
February 2024 Dragon
February 2024 Lanterns over the Hills and Full Moon over
Kwun Tong
Kwun Tong ngﬂjg/mzt?ezrélto Kwun. Tong -Summer Night Bazaar
December 2024 Winter Vibe @ Kwun Tong
Kwun Tong Night Bazaar 2025
January to -
February 2025 Lunar New Year Lucky Draw in Kowloon

East®
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District Month Name of Activity
Februa%;% March Lighting Duet @ Sham Shui Po
March 2024 Something Special @ Sham Shui Po
March to April “Fete des Fleurs” Marché le Floréal and Marché
2024 le Floréal 2.0
November to . .
December 2024 Hong Kong Comics Art Tech Fair
Only.Coffee Festival
Sham Shui Po December 2024 “Protect Animals” Sham Shui Po Running Pet
Carnival
January to Sham Shui Po Hearts to Hearts — 2025 Golden
Februar y2025 Dragon Parade and Carnival in Celebration of
y the Year of the Snake
February to March A
5025 Féte des Fleurs 2025
March 2025 Symphony of Multimedia @ Apliu Street Chat
Room
February 2024 Wong Tai Sin Chinese New Year Bazaar
December 2024 Wong Tai Sin WinterFest
Wong Tai Sin January to Lunar New Year Lucky Draw in Kowloon
February 2025 East"
February 2025 Wong Tai Sin Dragon and Lion Dance 2025
January 2024 Yau Ma Tei Festival
Tsim Sha Tsui Night Vibes
February 2024 Yau Tsim Mong Presents — The Year Of The
Dragon: Countdown Celebration
Panda Lightsh
September 2024 anda - Igntsnow

Yau Tsim Mong

Block Party By The Sea

September to

Yau Tsim Mong National Day Shopping Month

November 2024
Tai Kok Tsui Temple Fair cum
November 2024 Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the
Founding of the People’s Republic of China
Lighting and Decoration cum Light Switching
Ceremony
February 2024 Islands District Lunar New Year Lantern
Carnival
Islands March 2024 Islands District Sports Fun Day
are Islands District Music Night
October 2024 Vibe @ Silvermine
February 2025 Islands District Pet Carnival
April 2024 Kwai Tsing Bamboo Theatre
Kwai Tsing December 2024 Amazing Snowy New Year’s Eve @ Kwai

Tsing
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District Month Name of Activity
Luen Wo Light Market
Feb 2024 -
ehruary Sha Tau Kok Lantern Festival Fun Day
North December 2024 LOHAS in North Dlst_rlct Grassland Music
Festival
December 2024 to Sha Tin, North and Tai Po District Winter
January 2025 Lucky Draw”
May 2024 Sai Kung Tin Hau Festival
e -
_ October 2024 WE WA! Sai Kung Halloween Celebration
Sal Kung Event
Love Blooms in Sai Kung: Valentine’s Mini
February 2025 Concert & Carnival
February 2024 Sha Tin Festive Vlb[e)sa yLantern Festival Fun
Sha Tin December 2024 to Sha Tin, North and Tai Po District Winter
January 2025 Lucky Draw”
February 2024 Lam Tsuen Well-wishing Bazaar
February to March .
5024 Wish for You Bazaar
June 2024 Tai Po Dragon Boat Fun Carnival
Shopping and Dining Promotions in Tai Po
September to District in Celebration of the 75th Anniversary
October 2024 of the Founding of the People’s Republic of
Tai Po China
December 2024 Tai Po Lung Mei Beachtival
December 2024 to Sha Tin, North and Tai Po District Winter
January 2025 Lucky Draw”
January to Hong Kong Well-wishing Festival 2025 cum
February 2025 Lam Tsuen Well-wishing Bazaar
February to March .
5025 Wish for You Bazaar
February 2024 Celebrating the Year of_Dragon — Tsuen Wan
Lantern Festival Bazaar
Tsuen Wan August 0
September 2024 Summer Lucky Draw in Tsuen Wan District
April 2024 Vespere Tuen Mun
T M -
uen viun December 2024 Tuen Teens Choice
March 2024 Yuen Long Vibes Mart
Yuen Long - -
December 2024 Yuen Long Happy Vibes Carnival

The activity was held concurrently in more than one district.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO035
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1023)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland (FSYEM), please advise
this Committee on the following:

1)

2)

3)

Please tabulate information relating to the FSYEM over the years on (a) funding
expenditures; (b) numbers of participants; (c) numbers of Mainland exchange tours; and
(d) numbers of overseas exchange tours.

To date, how many organisations have applied for government funding? What are the
criteria for collaborating with these organisations?

Upon completion of the exchange tours, does the Bureau have any follow-up support
measures to enhance Hong Kong young people’s understanding of our country’s
development, foster their exchange with the Mainland people and strengthen their sense
of national identity? If so, what are the details? If not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LAM Kin-fung, Jeffrey (LegCo internal reference no.: 15)
Reply:

1)

The respective expenditures, numbers of participants and numbers of approved projects
in the past 5 years under the Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland
(FSYEM) are as follows:

Financial Year Amount of Number of Number of
Expenditure Participants Approved
($ million) Projects
2024-25(Revised Estimate) 76 30 000 789
2023-24 50 22 000 452
2022-23@ 4 0 0
2021-22% 24 0 0
2020-21% 24 0 0
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2)

3)

@ The FSYEM was suspended in 2022-23 due to the epidemic. The expenditure for 2022-23 included
those on launching the FSYEM for 2023-24 and settling reimbursement claims for expenses of
uncompleted projects due to the epidemic under a special sponsorship.

#  The FSYEM was suspended in 2020-21 and 2021-22 due to the epidemic.  The expenditures for the
financial years concerned included those on settling reimbursement claims for expenses of completed
projects of preceding financial years and uncompleted projects due to the epidemic under a special
sponsorship.

There were a total of 434 non-governmental organisations applied for the FSYEM in
2024-25. The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Youth Development
Commission assessed the applications under the FSYEM on the basis of the assessment
criteria, including the applicant organisation’s background and track record, whether the
proposed project could achieve the objectives of the FSYEM, the content and quality
(e.g. breadth, depth and creativity) of activities, service targets, publicity and promotion
arrangements, financial arrangements and viability, etc.

The HY AB launched the Youth Link (YL) in September 2023 to link up participants of
various government youth programmes, including the youth participants under the
FSYEM, offering them opportunities to develop diverse talents. The HYAB has
organised a number of activities for YL members such as visits to the National Security
Exhibition Gallery and a history and culture exchange tour in Jiangxi Province, with a
view to enriching their learning experiences, widening their exposure and boosting their
senses of national identity.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 143



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO036
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2468)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the second Youth Development Summit (the Summit), what is the total estimated
expenditure? How will the provisions be allocated specifically? In tabulated form, please
set out the items involved and their respective provisions. Moreover, will the agenda of this
Summit cover such substantial content as cross-sectoral dialogues across the industry,
academia and research sectors, as well as interpretation of relevant policies? Please also
elaborate on how the Bureau will ensure the participation of youth representatives from
diverse backgrounds, and how the Bureau will assess the effectiveness of the Summit with
feedback from youth participants or other follow-up data.

Asked by: Hon LAM Lam, Nixie (LegCo internal reference no.: 23)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) successfully organised the inaugural Youth
Development Summit (the Summit) on 10 August 2024 as the opening and highlight of the
2024 Youth Festival. The Summit gathered officials responsible for youth policies from
different regions, along with business leaders and representatives of youth organisations as
guest speakers, attracting 2 400 young people to register to participate. Among the
participants, about 500 were from the Mainland and other overseas locations.

The HYAB plans to organise the second Summit in the second half of 2025. Key officials
responsible for youth policies from different regions as well as business leaders from various
sectors will be invited as guest speakers. They will share their valuable experience and the
latest development in areas such as technological innovation, culture and creativity, as well
as unleashing youth potentials, with a view to inspiring young people in seizing opportunities.
We will also expand the scale of the Summit and collaborate with various groups and
organisations (such as Mainland/overseas/local youth groups, youth uniformed groups,
support services centres for ethnic minorities, etc.) to invite more youth participants from the
Mainland and overseas. These participants may exchange views with local youths from
various backgrounds on topics that are of interest to young people, thereby promoting youth
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development. As co-ordination work of the second Summit is still underway, we are unable
to provide its estimated expenditure at this stage.

The HY AB will adopt various measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the Summit, such as
gauging feedback and suggestions from guest speakers and participants on the activities.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO037
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2469)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The numbers of participants under the Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland
and the Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland are estimated to reach 29 000
and 4 400 respectively this year. What is the total estimated expenditure on these two
schemes this year? How will the funding be allocated specifically? Please set out, in
tabulated form, the respective funding allocated to allowances for transport and
accommodation, as well as event organisation and training. Besides, how does the Bureau
define the criteria for participants’ “effective participation” (e.g. the extent of skill
enhancement during their internship, their ability of career networking or the variation in
employment rate upon their return to Hong Kong)?

Asked by: Hon LAM Lam, Nixie (LegCo internal reference no.: 24)

Reply:

The respective estimated expenditures of the HY AB Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in
the Mainland and the Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland for 2025-26 are
as follows:

Name of Scheme 2025-26 (Estimate)
Amount of Expenditure ($ million)

HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth 115

Internship in the Mainland

Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in 76

the Mainland

We vet the expenditure items of each applicant project in accordance with the respective
guidelines of these two funding schemes.  According to the said guidelines, for
complementary activities such as publicity, participant recruitment, pre-tour and post-tour
activities organised for participants in Hong Kong, their expenditures should generally not
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exceed 25% of the total funding amount for a project. We do not maintain the breakdowns
of the different categories of expenditures under these two funding schemes.

The Government set indicators in the 2023 Policy Address to increase the number of
beneficiaries under the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau’s various youth exchange and
internship schemes/programmes in the Mainland and overseas to no less than 30 000 in 2024,
with no less than 90% of participants surveyed to consider themselves having benefitted from
the exchange/internship and that the objectives of the schemes/programmes have been
attained, and with no less than 80% of employers surveyed to consider the Mainland and
overseas internship experience valuable and participants of such schemes/programmes more
competitive than non-participants. We achieved the said target in end-2024.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO038
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2470)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Provision under Youth Hostel Scheme (block vote) has increased by 17.2%, which is mainly
due to procurement of equipment.  Will the Bureau provide the specific equipment list and
procurement plan?  How will such equipment enhance the quality of stay at and functionality
of youth hostels? In addition, will the Bureau formulate concrete procurement criteria and
approval procedures to ensure transparency and cost-effectiveness in procurement of
equipment?  Lastly, does the Government have any plans to collaborate with local
enterprises, with a view to supporting development of industries in Hong Kong, and to
introduce policies on encouraging local enterprises to take part in the supply and maintenance
of equipment for youth hostels?

Asked by: Hon LAM Lam, Nixie (LegCo internal reference no.: 25)

Reply:

The Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) is an important youth development initiative. Apart from
meeting young people’s aspirations of having their own living space, we also hope that youth
tenants will benefit through participating in the various support and training activities
provided by youth hostels during their stay.

The financial provision under Subhead 88J “Youth Hostel Scheme (block vote)” is for
funding the participating non-governmental organisations (NGOs) under the YHS to procure
equipment. In 2025-26, we will grant around $4.80 million, $2.19 million and $1.80 million
to the Hong Kong Girl Guides Association, the Hong Kong Association of Youth
Development and Tung Wah Group of Hospitals respectively for procuring related equipment
such as information technology systems. Such equipment will help these NGOs enhance
their efficiency in operating the youth hostels and, through digitisation, provide youth tenants
with a more convenient and safer living environment.  According to the Guidance Notes on
Project Implementation under YHS, NGOs shall make reference to the tendering procedures
of the Government when inviting tenders under their individual procedures for procuring
equipment.  This is to ensure that the tendering procedures concerned are carried out on the
basis of transparency, fairness and cost-effectiveness.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO039
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2471)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will establish a physical platform for interaction in the
Nam Cheong District Community Centre for Youth Link members. How will the estimated
provisions be allocated to such specific items as the development, operation and maintenance
of the platform as well as the training of social workers? Moreover, has the Bureau drawn
up a plan on a territory-wide community support network for young people? If similar
platforms are to be further established in other districts, what basic data (e.g. population
density of the 15-34 age group and the current gap in community facilities) will be referenced
to when setting criteria for site identification?

Asked by: Hon LAM Lam, Nixie (LegCo internal reference no.: 26)

Reply:

As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will
set up a physical platform for interaction for Youth Link members in the Nam Cheong District
Community Centre and the adjacent Tung Chau Street Temporary Market, which includes
multi-function areas, a youth culture and creativity bazaar, and small-scale performance
spaces. Our goal is to provide a gathering place for on-going interaction among Youth Link
members, and establish a base for implementing the Youth Development Blueprint measures
to encourage communication and collaboration among the Government, the Youth
Development Commission (YDC) and young people. The HYAB will undertake the co-
ordination work for establishing the physical platform for Youth Link members with existing
manpower and resources, and will seek approval for block allocation from the Capital Works
Reserve Fund for construction, fitting-out and improvement works related to the physical
platform.
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Apart from establishing a physical platform for Youth Link members, it was also announced
in the 2024 Policy Address that:

(i)

(ii)

To strengthen support for unleashing the potential of young people, the HY AB will
convert part of the Youth Square (YS) to establish a new interactive space for
young people to gather for exchanges, develop personal potential and participate
in different activities. Besides, the HY AB will roll out the “Good Stories of Hong
Kong Youth” Programme by reserving part of YS for setting up a video studio for
young people to produce video clippings on promoting good stories of Hong Kong
youths, and providing relevant training on the production and filming of video
clippings; and

The HYAB will convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility into a youth
development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and creating
spaces for youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting
mutual exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating
spaces to stimulate creativity. In this connection, the Government issued a tender
document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open tender, a suitable
organisation for operating this new youth facility under a short-term tenancy. We
are assessing the tenders received. We expect that the assessment and award of
tender will be completed in the first half of 2025, and the concerned facility will
progressively commence its operation within 2025.

Furthermore, the Government also plans to build youth facility buildings in the Northern
Metropolis to implement more specific youth development measures. The objectives of the
youth facility buildings include (1) providing a venue for better and deeper exchange,
interaction and co-operation between the youth from the Mainland and Hong Kong;
(2) promoting exchange and co-operation for youth volunteerism and cross-boundary
volunteerism; (3) serving as a venue for engaging young participants in various programmes
and activities of the HYAB/YDC; and (4) setting up an innovation and entrepreneurial base
for youths with facilities such as entrepreneurship support centre, office space and event hall,
with a view to attracting young entrepreneurs to gather.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 150



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO040
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2472)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will establish the “Youth Post” hostel and spaces for
cultural and arts exchanges for youths in the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility. In the
estimates for youth development, social harmony and civic education, what are the respective
expenditures on items such as construction/alteration works, software/hardware facilities for
arts spaces, first-year operation costs, and publicity/promotion costs for this initiative? How
does the Bureau formulate a pricing mechanism on hostel rates so that they will be financially
affordable for young people? How does the Bureau ensure that the planning of cultural and
arts activities will cater for the varied needs of diverse youth groups (e.g. grassroots youths,
ethnic minorities and practitioners in the creative industries)? In addition, will the initiative
cover partnerships with local social enterprises or arts groups to operate certain facilities?
What kinds of partnership will they be and what will be the ratios of fund matching? Please
provide specific indicators (e.g. anticipated occupancy rate, frequency of cultural exchange
activities and level of satisfaction among youth participants) for evaluating the short-term
effectiveness and long-term sustainability of the initiative.

Asked by: Hon LAM Lam, Nixie (LegCo internal reference no.: 27)

Reply:

To expand spaces and network for youths, the 2024 Policy Address announced that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility
into a youth development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and
creating spaces for youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting mutual
exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating spaces to stimulate
creativity.

The Government issued a tender document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open
tender, a suitable organisation for operating the youth facility under a short-term tenancy of
5years. The awarded tenderer will operate the facility on a self-financing basis, bearing
expenditures such as the costs incurred for altering the community isolation facility into
different installations of the youth facility. We are assessing the tenders received, including
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proposals from applicant organisations on how they will set up and operate the youth facility.
We expect that the assessment and award of tender will be completed in the first half of 2025,
and the concerned facilities will progressively begin its operation within 2025.

We have required applicant organisations to submit, in their tenders, proposals on how to
operate and utilise the “Youth Post”. The operator will also be required to submit annual
reports on the occupancy rates and utilisation of the “Youth Post”. Upon the award of
tender, we will further discuss with the awarded tenderer on ways to utilise and publicise the
“Youth Post”, including collaboration arrangements between the awarded tenderer and
relevant government departments and/or organisations, with a view to promoting mutual
exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people as well as boosting youth
development.

Since the implementation of the “Youth Post” initiative is undertaken by existing HY AB staff,
no additional expenditure is involved.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO041
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2476)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Women Empowerment Fund under the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will
launch the pilot “She Inspires” Mentorship Programme (the Programme), matching female
university students with women leader mentors. What are the respective expenditures for
mentorship training, development of the matching platform and career workshops for mentees
in the 2025-26 estimates for the Programme? How will the HY AB set the eligibility criteria,
such as academic background and financial needs, for female university students? Will the
matching be made by industry sector, such as innovation and technology or finance? In
addition, what indicators (e.g. internship placement rate, rate of increase in post-graduation
salary) will be adopted to evaluate the effectiveness of the Programme?

Asked by: Hon LAM Lam, Nixie (LegCo internal reference no.: 31)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the “She
Inspires” Mentorship Programme (the Programme). Under the Programme, local female
university students who aspire to pursue a career in professional or business sectors will be
matched with women leader mentors, and will be provided with relevant training and
activities to promote women’s workplace development. All mentees must be female
students studying full-time bachelor’s degree programme at a local university (excluding first-
year students and final-year undergraduates). In selecting mentees for the Programme, we
will take into account factors such as the students’ conduct, academic and extra-curricular
performance, commitment to serving the community and previous participation in other
mentorship programmes organised by the respective university. In matching mentees with
mentors, we will also take into account mentees’ interested industry or profession as indicated
in their respective application forms.

Under the Programme, we will organise various types of training, seminars or sharing sessions

for mentees, arrange other relevant activities, as well as carry out publicity and promotion.
Our initial estimation of the expenditure to be incurred by such initiatives is about
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$3.72 million in 2025-26. The expenditure incurred by the Programme does not fall within
the scope of the Women Empowerment Fund.

The Programme will run on a pilot basis for two years and be reviewed afterwards. Upon
commencement of the Programme, we will also gauge views from mentors and mentees
regularly by various means such as questionnaire survey, sharing by participants or report to
monitor the effectiveness. As the Programme aims to enhance the skills of female university
students and help them to build confidence and networks with a view to promoting women’s
workplace development, such objectives are difficult to be quantified.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 154



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO042

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0431)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: Not Specified

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In the past 3 years, did the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau engage any external lawyers for
consultancy services in accordance with the Stores and Procurement Regulations of the
Government without seeking assistance from the Department of Justice? If so, what were
the nature of such services and the expenditures incurred?

Asked by: Hon LAM San-keung (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) engaged a consultant in accordance with the
Stores and Procurement Regulations of the Government to study the legislation on regulating
false information as enacted by other jurisdictions in recent years and their experience in
enforcing such legislation. Having regard to the nature of the study, the HY AB required the
consulting team to include a lawyer practising in Hong Kong. In 2023-24, the expenditure
for the consultancy service was about $600,000.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 155



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO043

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0754)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 209 of the Budget Speech that the Government will explore
regulating basketball betting activities and invite the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to
submit a proposal in order to combat illegal betting. Currently, the HKJC operates football
betting on the terms that, in addition to paying taxes to the Government, it also has to
contribute half of the proceeds so generated to social welfare projects. In this connection,
will the Bureau inform this Committee (i) how the Government will ensure that the HKJC
allocates 50% of the basketball betting proceeds to subsidise social services; (ii) how the
Government will weigh and adopt the views of the social welfare sector and organisations
providing gambling counselling services when studying basketball betting activities; and
(iii) how the Government will assess the social implications of the implementation of
basketball betting policies?

Asked by: Hon LAM So-wai (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty Ordinance (Cap. 108), the Government
authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct horse race betting, the Mark Six
Lottery and football betting. A number of conditions have been imposed under the relevant
betting licences issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to minimise the
negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. These conditions
include that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not accept credit betting;
shall display notices reminding the public of the seriousness of excessive gambling and
provide information on the services available for those with gambling disorder; and shall not,
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in conducting any promotional activities, target juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of
winning or impliedly suggest that betting is a source of income. However, the licensing
conditions do not provide for how the HKJC should use its surplus for charitable purposes.
Moreover, the Ping Wo Fund promotes public education and counselling support through
various measures to prevent and alleviate gambling-related problems.

As mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years quite some members of the public have
expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong.
According to the latest assessment of the HKJC, the turnover of illegal basketball betting
reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting activities in an
effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities.
When exploring the regulation of basketball betting activities, the Government will also make
reference to the aforesaid conditions of the betting licences issued to the HKJC to minimise
the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people.

The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the proposed regulation of
basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having regard to the public’s
views. The Government will also continue to strengthen collaboration with the Ping Wo
Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing and alleviating
gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO044
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2396)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 204 of the Budget Speech that the Women Empowerment Fund
has provided funding support for over 204 projects to date, and a two-year mentorship
programme will be launched. In this connection, will the Bureau inform this Committee of
the following: What projects have been launched in 2024-25? How much funding and how
many female beneficiaries have been involved?

Asked by: Hon LAM So-wai (LegCo internal reference no.: 25)

Reply:

The Women Empowerment Fund (WEF) was established in June 2023. In 2024-25, a total
of 144 projects’ were approved under the WEF and the funding involved was about
$21.9 million.  As the funded projects are still being rolled out, the number of beneficiaries
in that financial year is not yet available.

Besides running the WEF, the Government will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the two-
year pilot “She Inspires” Mentorship Programme (the Programme). Under the Programme,
local female university students will be matched with women leader mentors, and will be
provided with relevant training and activities to promote women’s workplace development.
We have taken forward the preparatory work and expect to recruit no less than 80 mentees in
the first year.

- End -

1 3 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO045

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1388)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 209 of the Budget Speech that to combat illegal betting activities
in an effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities
and invite the Hong Kong Jockey Club to submit a proposal. On matters related to the
gambling policy, will the Government advise this Committee:

1) of the expenditures, provisions and manpower arrangements involved for regulating
horse race betting, football betting and lotteries over the past 3 financial years and those
estimated for the coming financial year;

2) how the Bureau will reduce the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially
young people; and

3)  whether the Bureau will consider putting out the operation of basketball betting to open
tender to promptly bring substantial revenue to the Government’s coffers; and whether
it will consider studying the feasibilities of opening up betting on other sports such as
snooker, golf and tennis in the long run; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LAU Ip-keung, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 24)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty Ordinance (Cap. 108), the Government
authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct horse race betting, the Mark Six
Lottery and football betting. A number of conditions have been imposed under the relevant
betting licences issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to minimise the
negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. These conditions
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include that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not accept credit betting;
shall display notices reminding the public of the seriousness of excessive gambling and
provide information on the services available for those with gambling disorder; and shall not,
in conducting any promotional activities, target juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of
winning or impliedly suggest that betting is a source of income. Moreover, the Ping Wo
Fund promotes public education and counselling support through various measures to prevent
and alleviate gambling-related problems.

As mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years quite some members of the public have
expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong.
According to the latest assessment of the HKJC, the turnover of illegal basketball betting
reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting activities in an
effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities.
When exploring the regulation of basketball betting activities, the Government will also make
reference to the aforesaid conditions of the betting licences issued to the HKJC to minimise
the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. At present, the
Government has no plan to regulate betting activities on other types of sports.

It is an established practice that the Government issues licences for operating horse race
betting and football betting in Hong Kong under the Betting Duty Ordinance to only one
organisation, the HKJC, with the aim of preventing competition among operators which could
stimulate the demand for gambling. Having considered that such arrangement is consistent
with the Government’s long-standing policy of not encouraging gambling and has all along
been effective, and that the HKJC is experienced in operating betting activities, the
Government has thus mentioned in the Budget Speech that the HKJC will be invited to submit
a proposal.

The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the proposed regulation of
basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having regard to the public’s
views. The Government will also continue to strengthen collaboration with the Ping Wo
Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing and alleviating
gambling-related problems as appropriate.

The work on the regulation of horse race betting, football betting and the Mark Six Lottery is
taken up by a team of the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau, comprising 1 Administrative
Officer Staff Grade C, 1 Senior Administrative Officer and 1 Executive Officer. Since they
are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out the exact manpower and
emoluments involved.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO046
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1391)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 of this Programme that the
Bureau will continue to implement the Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) - Subsidy Scheme for
Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth Hostels. In this connection, please advise this
Committee:

1) intabulated form, of the figures over the past 3 years on (i) hostel places provided and
their respective rents, (ii) applicants, (iii) successful applicants, (iv) tenants that have
moved in, (V) respective residence periods of tenants that have moved in and (vi) tenants
that have terminated tenancy under the YHS;

2) of the staff establishment and expenditure involved for handling the YHS in the past
3 financial years, and the estimation thereof for the coming financial year;

3) as there are views that while youth tenants shall participate in no less than 200 hours of
community or volunteer services for the neighbourhood community each year, some
young people with long working hours may not be able to complete 200 hours of
community services, whether the Bureau will consider fine-tuning the number of hours
of community services required of youth tenants; if yes, of the details; if not, whether
the Bureau will handle cases of underachievement with flexibility or discretion.

Asked by: Hon LAU Ip-keung, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 27)

Reply:

The Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) is an important youth development initiative. Apart from
meeting young people’s aspirations of having their own living space, we also hope that youth
tenants will benefit through participating in the various support and training activities
provided by youth hostels during their stay. The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB)
has been proactively implementing the YHS through a multi-pronged approach, which
includes fully funding non-governmental organisations (NGOSs) to construct youth hostels on
under-utilised sites, and launching the YHS - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and
Guesthouses as Youth Hostels (the Subsidy Scheme).
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There are currently 7 youth hostel projects whose construction is fully funded by the
Government. The first 2 youth hostels run by the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
and the Po Leung Kuk have commenced operation upon completion of construction in 2020
and 2023 respectively, offering a total of over 1 700 hostel places, which account for more
than half of the total provision of hostel places under all the projects. Since the launch of
the Subsidy Scheme in 2023, 5 projects have been approved thereunder and put into use,
providing a maximum of 1 310 hostel places in total. The latest progress and relevant
information of the various youth hostel projects are at Annex.

Of the 7 youth hostels currently in operation, 2 commenced operation in the fourth quarter of
2024 and the NGOs concerned have been recruiting youth tenants as planned. At present,
the monthly rent of a hostel place under the YHS (including the Subsidy Scheme) ranges
between some $2,500 and $5,900 on average. As at end-February 2025, the 7 youth hostels
received over 10 000 applications in total and, except for the usual tenant turnover slots, the
average room occupancy rate of the 5 youth hostels that have operated for at least a year is
about 85%. Under the current YHS policy, the first tenancy term is 2 years in general and
can be renewed for an aggregate of no more than 5 years.

In the past 3 financial years and the coming one, the YHS was and will be administered by a
team of civil servants at the HYAB (comprising 1 Administrative Officer Staff Grade C,
1 Senior Executive Officer and 2 Executive Officers I) with the assistance of non-civil service
contract staff.  Since they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out
the exact manpower and emoluments involved.

The Subsidy Scheme offers a platform to promote youth enrichment and development,
enabling them to unleash their strengths and contribute to society. We hope that, through
their flexible participation in activities/training at youth hostels and community/voluntary
services during their stay, youth tenants may achieve self-enrichment, expand their social
networks and effectively set personal development goals. Meanwhile, the communities
where the youth hostels are located will also benefit from the community services provided
by youth tenants. This in turn helps the underprivileged obtain direct support from young
people and establish a wider peer network, which is conducive to building a harmonious
society in the long run. At present, 3 youth hostels under the Subsidy Scheme have been
operating for over 1 year. Their overall operation, including arrangements for youth tenants
to take part in youth hostel activities and community/voluntary services during their stay, has
been smooth. The HYAB will keep in view the operation of the youth hostels, review the
implementation arrangements of the Subsidy Scheme according to actual circumstances, and
adjust the execution details when necessary.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HY AB046

Latest Progress and Relevant Information of Youth Hostel Projects

() Youth hostel projects whose construction is fully funded by the Government

Total

(About 2 877)

Non- Estimated Actual /
number of projected
governmental Latest )
o Address hostel places completion
organisation / progress
(number of date
youth hostel
rooms) (year)
1| The Hong Kong | 2 Po Heung Street, 80 Completed and 2020
Federation of Tai Po Market, (78) in operation
Youth Groups New Territories
(HKFYG) /
The HKFYG
Youth Hostel PH2
2| Po Leung Kuk 18 Tai Shu Ha Road 1680 Completed and 2023
(PLK) / West, Yuen Long, (1 248) in operation
PLK Lee Shau New Territories
Kee Youth Oasis
3| Hong Kong 9 Arran Street, 90 Construction 2026
Association of Mong Kok, (72) underway
Youth Kowloon
Development
4| The Hong Kong | Junction of 592 Construction 2026
Girl Guides Ferry Street and (579) underway
Association Jordan Road,
West Kowloon
5| Tung Wah Group | 122A-130 302 Construction 2027
of Hospitals Hollywood Road, (210) underway
Sheung Wan,
Hong Kong
6| Hong Kong Junction of Castle About 190 | Pre- To be
Sheng Kung Hui | Peak Road - Yuen (About 180) | construction advised
Welfare Council | Long and Yau Tin works
Limited East Road, underway
New Territories
7| The Salvation 6-8 Salvation About 510 | Technical To be
Army Army Street, (About 510) | feasibility advised
Wan Chai, studies
Hong Kong underway
About 3 444
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(I1) Youth Hostel Scheme - Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth

Hostels
Maximum
Non-governmental number of
organisation / Address hostel places Latest progress
youth hostel (number of
rooms)
Hong Kong United 39 Morrison Hill Road, 194 The project was
Youth Association/ | Wan Chai, Hong Kong (97) approved in March
BeLIVING Youth 2023 and in the same
Hub month that year the
first batch of tenants
moved in.
The Y .Elites 8 Yeung Uk Road, 200 The project was
Association / Tsuen Wan, (100) approved in April
Home2Youth Hostel | New Territories 2023 and in June the
same year the first
batch of tenants
moved in.
Lady Lau Memorial 86 & 88 Apliu Street, 84 The project was
Charitable Foundation | Sham Shui Po, (42) approved in July
Limited / Kowloon 2023 and in
Joseph’s House September the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Tin Shui Wai 8 Tin Sau Road, 672 The project was
Residents Services Tin Shui Wal, (336) approved in August
Association Fund New Territories 2024 and in October
Committee Limited / the same year the
Sky One Hostel first batch of tenants
moved in.
Yan Oi Tong Limited / | 30-38 Sa Po Road, 160 The project was
YOT Hub Kowloon City, (80) approved in October
Kowloon 2024 and in
December the same
year the first batch of
tenants moved in.
Total 1310
(655)
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO047
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0680)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Government will set up a “Youth Post” hostel
in the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility at the former runway area in Kai Tak and create
spaces for young people to stimulate creativity, develop culture and arts, and engage in mutual
exchange. The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau is responsible for preparing the tender
document in consultation with relevant bureaux and departments, and will conduct an open
tender exercise to identify an organisation experienced in running hostels or cultural and
creative bases to operate this new youth facility.

1.  What is the current progress of the project? When is the tender exercise expected to
be completed? When will the Youth Post commence operation according to the latest
estimation?

2. How will the Government ensure that the awarded tenderer has adequate experience and
capabilities for operating the Youth Post? During the operation of the Youth Post,
what monitoring mechanisms will the Government establish to ensure that the use of the
facility meets the targets of promoting youth development as well as cultural and art
exchange?

3. Will the Government regularly evaluate the operational effectiveness of the Youth Post
and adjust its operational strategies according to feedback from young people? What
are the details?

Asked by: Hon LEE Wai-king, Starry (LegCo internal reference no.: 11)

Reply:

To expand spaces and network for youths, the 2024 Policy Address announced that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau (HY AB) will convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility
into a youth development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and
creating spaces for youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting mutual
exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating spaces to stimulate
creativity.
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The Government issued a tender document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open
tender, a suitable organisation for operating the youth facility under a short-term tenancy of
5years. The awarded tenderer will operate the facility on a self-financing basis. We are
assessing the tenders received, including proposals from applicant organisations on how they
will set up and operate the youth facility. We expect that the assessment and award of tender
will be completed in the first half of 2025, and the concerned facility will progressively begin
its operation within 2025.

The tender document sets out the assessment criteria, including tenderers’ experiences in
operating such accommodation facilities as hotels or hostels and in organising activities.
Based on these assessment criteria, the HY AB would evaluate the tenders received to select
a suitable organisation for operating the “Youth Post”. Furthermore, the awarded tenderer
shall submit to the HY AB annual reports on the occupancy rates and utilisation of the “Youth
Post” to facilitate the HY AB’s understanding and monitoring of the operation of the “Youth
Post”.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO048
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1832)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

According to Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 under Head 53, the Home and
Youth Affairs Bureau will continue to implement the Youth Financial Education Programme
(the Programme) to assist young tenants under the Youth Hostel Scheme to develop effective
financial management plans. In this connection, please advise this Committee of the
following:

What specific measures and activities has the Bureau introduced since the launch of the
Programme in order to enhance young people’s knowledge on financial management and
cultivate in them such a habit?

Has the Bureau set any key performance indicators for the pilot Programme? Did the
efficacy of the Programme meet the target last year?

Asked by: Hon LEE Wai-wang, Robert (LegCo internal reference no.: 30)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Investor and Financial Education
Council (IFEC) jointly launched the Youth Financial Education Programme (the Programme)
in 2024. The pilot Programme has been implemented at 5 youth hostels under the Youth
Hostel Scheme, providing youth tenants with financial planning and counselling services as
well as information on financial management, saving and investment that suits their individual
needs, thereby assisting them to develop effective financial management plans.

Since its launch in May 2024, the pilot Programme has offered story-telling sessions on
financial management, interactive learning activities and a series of online resources, aiming
to help youth tenants customise their own financial plans and goals and establish good habits
of managing personal finances and investment. Under the Programme, 9 story-telling
sessions on financial management have been organised, covering topics such as financial
planning, investment, as well as credit and risks, where experts shared their knowledge and
insights about financial management with youth tenants. Moreover, 6 issues of digital
newsletters have been delivered so far to provide youth tenants with information on financial
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management and various tools for personal financial management. Since the pilot
Programme is well received by youth tenants, it has expanded to cover other newly launched
youth hostels, and also gradually extended to other funding schemes and activities of the
HYAB. The number of youth beneficiaries under the Programme since its launch is about
2 000.

The HYAB and the IFEC have gauged views from youth tenants and NGOs operating the
youth hostels for designing the Programme content and making necessary adjustments.
Questionnaires from the HYAB and IFEC have been distributed to participants in such
activities and, according to the survey results, around 90% of participants agreed that the
activities helped deepen their knowledge of financial management. We will keep in view
the progress and effectiveness of the Programme and make timely adjustments.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO049

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3022)

Head:

(53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The basketball betting issue mentioned in the Budget has aroused concerns, and it is learnt
that the Hong Kong Jockey Club expects to officially introduce basketball betting when the
new NBA season beings in October next year. In this connection, please inform this
Committee of the following:

1.  What are the specific legal provisions and regulatory mechanisms for basketball betting?
How will the Government ensure that legalised betting activities do not cause social
problems?

2. Following the legalisation of basketball betting, how will the relevant laws be applied
to other forms of betting? Will there be specific legal provisions for virtual betting or
other new forms of betting?

3. With the increase in betting activities, how will their participants’ personal data be
safeguarded? Will there be new laws or regulations to strengthen the protection of
personal data?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 37)

Reply:
1.&2.

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address
gambling-related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy,
including regulation through legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling
activities, public education on the harms of gambling addiction, and provision of
counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at
responding to the public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will
not turn to illegal operators to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty
Ordinance (Cap. 108), the Government authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club
(HKJC) to conduct horse race betting, the Mark Six Lottery and football betting.
A number of conditions have been imposed under the relevant betting licences
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issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to minimise the negative
impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. These conditions
include that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not accept credit
betting; shall display notices reminding the public of the seriousness of excessive
gambling and provide information on the services available for those with
gambling disorder; and shall not, in conducting any promotional activities, target
juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of winning or impliedly suggest that betting is
a source of income. Moreover, the Ping Wo Fund promotes public education and
counselling support through various measures to prevent and alleviate gambling-
related problems.

As mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years, quite some members of the
public have expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in
Hong Kong. According to the latest assessment of the HKJC, the turnover of
illegal basketball betting reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat
illegal betting activities in an effective manner, the Government will explore
regulating basketball betting activities. ~ When exploring the regulation of
basketball betting activities, the Government will also make reference to the
aforesaid conditions of the betting licences issued to the HKJC to minimise the
negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people.

The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the proposed
regulation of basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having
regard to the public’s views. The Government will also continue to strengthen
collaboration with the Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise
its work on preventing and alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate.

As a data user, the HKJC is subject to regulation under the Personal Data (Privacy)
Ordinance (Cap. 486) (PDPO). The relevant provisions and the data protection

principle of the PDPO cover the entire cycle of processing personal data, including
the collection, retention, use and deletion of personal data.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO050
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3034)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 209 of the Budget Speech that to combat illegal betting activities
in an effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities
and invite the Hong Kong Jockey Club to submit a proposal. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Committee: whether it will also consider conducting extensive
consultation to collect views and suggestions from different sectors of society, in particular
schools, families and communities, and compiling a study report; if so, of the details; if no,
the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 8)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation
through legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on
the harms of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people
in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. Generally speaking, when assessing the need to authorise new betting
activities, the Government will take into account the following three factors:

(1) there is an actual and persistent demand from the public for a certain type of betting
activity;

(2) the above demand is now being satisfied by illegal means, and the problem cannot be
practically and fully tackled by law enforcement action even with the devotion of
substantial resources; and

(3) the proposed authorisation of such type of betting activity is supported by society.
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As mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years, quite some members of the public have
expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong.
According to the latest assessment of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, the turnover of illegal
basketball betting reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting
activities in an effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting
activities.

The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the proposed regulation of
basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having regard to the public’s
views.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO051
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3039)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under the Programme that the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will continue to
implement the Youth Financial Education Programme (the Programme) to assist young
tenants under the Youth Hostel Scheme to develop effective financial management plans. In
this connection, please advise this Committee:

1. of the figures on activities held under the Programme to date and the expenditure on
each activity; and

2. of the number of activities expected to be held in the coming year, the specific timetable
and the activities planned.

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 13)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Investor and Financial Education
Council jointly launched the Youth Financial Education Programme (the Programme) in
2024. The pilot Programme has been implemented at 5 youth hostels under the Youth Hostel
Scheme, providing youth tenants with financial planning and counselling services as well as
information on financial management, saving and investment that suits their individual needs,
thereby assisting them to develop effective financial management plans.

Since its launch in May 2024, the pilot Programme has offered story-telling sessions on
financial management, interactive learning activities and a series of online resources, aiming
to help youth tenants customise their own financial plans and goals and establish good habits
of managing personal finances and investment. Under the Programme, 9 story-telling
sessions on financial management have been organised, covering topics such as financial
planning, investment, as well as credit and risks, where experts shared their knowledge and
insights about financial management with youth tenants. Moreover, 6 issues of digital
newsletters have been delivered so far to provide youth tenants with information on financial
management and various tools for personal financial management.
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Since the pilot Programme is well received by youth tenants, it has expanded to cover other
newly launched youth hostels, and also gradually extended to other funding schemes and
activities of the HYAB. The number of youth beneficiaries under the Programme since its
launch is about 2 000. As the HYAB has implemented the Programme with existing
resources, no additional manpower or expenditure is involved. We will keep in view the
progress and effectiveness of the Programme and make timely adjustments.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3040)

Head:
Subhead (No. & title):

Programme:
Controlling Officer:

Director of Bureau:

Question:

HYABO052

(53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

(-) Not Specified

(2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education

Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley

LAM)

Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

It is stated under the Programme that the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will
continue to promote youth volunteerism through various channels, including Service Corps,
the HYAB - United Nations Volunteer Internship Programme (UNV Programme) and
Guangdong-Hong Kong Youth Volunteers Programme. In this connection, please advise
this Committee on the following:

1.  Will the Government provide, in tabulated form, the respective figures on the
applications made by local university students and successful applicants for each round
of the UNV Programme so far?

2. Given that the HYAB provides full financial assistance for the UNV Programme,
including round-trip air tickets between Hong Kong and duty stations, monthly living
allowances and so on, what is the estimated expenditure to be involved in the latest
round of the UNV Programme?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 14)

Reply:

1.  The respective numbers of applicants and participants for the HYAB - United Nations
Volunteer Internship Programme over the past 5 years are as follows:

Financial Year | Number of Applicants | Number of Participants
2024-25 74 25
2023-24 21 10
2022-23 19 13
2021-22" 0 0
2020-21" 0 0

"The programme was suspended in 2020-21 and 2021-22 due to the epidemic.
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2. The estimated expenditure for the HYAB - United Nations Volunteer Internship
Programme is $5.2 million in 2025-26, including the expenditure for 20 internship
placements under the new round of the programme.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO053
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3041)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under the Programme that the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will continue to
implement the 5-year Funding Scheme on the Promotion of Family Education (the Scheme)
to subsidise non-profit-making community projects in promoting family education. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Committee of the total numbers of applications
received and approved respectively under the Scheme to date?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 15)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau and the Family Council (the Council) launched the
5-year Funding Scheme on the Promotion of Family Education (the Scheme) in
October 2024 with an annual provision of $8 million to subsidise non-profit-making
community projects in promoting family education.  The scope of funding covers various
family-related topics to meet the needs of different families. In 2024-25, the Scheme
received over 200 applications. The Council is now assessing the applications and their
results are expected to be announced in the second quarter of this year.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HY AB054

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2435)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Through the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme (Sponsorship Scheme), the Government
provides counselling and treatment services for gamblers with gambling disorder and those
affected by them. In this connection, please advise this Committee on the following:

1.

For the past year, what were the actual amount of sponsorship disbursed and the
respective expenditures on research, public education as well as counselling and
treatment under the Sponsorship Scheme? And what was the age distribution of its
service users?

Under Programme (3), the number of clients who received services provided by the
treatment centres supported by the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) is estimated to drop to 2 500
in 2025. What are the specific reasons for that? It is mentioned in the Budget that
the Bureau will explore regulating basketball betting activities. Will the Bureau also
explore enhancing the services of the PWF accordingly?

Will consideration be given in the future to enhancing public education on gambling
prevention, including the prevention of addiction to games with gambling elements
(such as those with in-game purchases) and other areas? If yes, what are the details?
If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Yuk-wai, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 30)
Reply:

1.

The Government established the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) in 2003 to fund various measures
for preventing and alleviating problems arising from gambling, including anti-gambling
education for young people. The Government also established the Ping Wo Fund
Advisory Committee to give advice to the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs on the
use and application of the PWF.

On counselling and treatment services, the PWF has been funding 4 counselling and
treatment centres (counselling centres), namely Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Even
Centre, Caritas Addicted Gamblers Counselling Centre, Zion Social Service Yuk Lai
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Hin Counselling Centre and Sunshine Lutheran Centre of the Hong Kong Lutheran
Social Service, to provide telephone counselling, face-to-face counselling and other
professional treatment services for (i) gamblers with gambling disorder and (ii) those
affected by them (mainly family members of the gamblers with gambling disorder).
The centres also answer enquiries from those in need and members of the public through
the PWF’s Gambling Counselling Hotline (183 4633). In 2024, the PWF’s total
funding for such work was about $26.55 million.  In addition, the PWF has launched
an online gambling counselling platform in collaboration with a non-governmental
organisation (NGO) to offer, round-the-clock, professional preliminary advice and
support to people with gambling problems. In 2024, the PWF’s funding for such
work was around $4.5 million. The age distribution of the clients who received
counselling and treatment services provided by the 4 counselling centres last year was
as follows:

Age 2024
18 or below 29

19 to 25 135
26 to 29 163
30 to 39 458
40 to 49 315
50 to 59 201
60 or above 184
Unavailable 38
Total* 1523

* Excluding assistance seekers that were not gamblers with gambling disorder
(e.g. their family members).

On the public education and publicity front, the PWF has been promoting anti-gambling
messages through diversified public education and publicity activities to the public,
including young people, to raise public awareness of the problems arising from
gambling addiction. The measures include (i) funding NGOs and schools to organise
anti-gambling publicity and public education activities through the Ping Wo Fund
Sponsorship Scheme (Sponsorship Scheme) and the Ping Wo Fund School Project
Grants (School Project Grants); (ii) enhancing publicity at school and community levels
through the No-Gambling Publicity Truck; and (iii) conducting publicity work for
online and traditional media. In 2024, the PWEF’s total funding for the above work
were around $10 million, $2.2 million and $3.1 million respectively.

In addition to the above work, the PWF organises large-scale publicity and public
education campaigns when there are mega football events, including the UEFA
European Football Championship and FIFA World Cup, with the aims of further raising
public awareness of the problems caused by gambling addiction and promoting no-
gambling messages. For example, the PWF’s total funding t for the large-scale
publicity and public education campaign organised during the UEFA European Football
Championship 2024 period was about $6 million.

The estimated number of people receiving counselling and treatment services
(i.e. 2 500) is based on the service targets on the number of clients at the 4 counselling
centres funded by the PWF. The Government and the PWF will continue to closely
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monitor the situation of members of the public receiving these counselling and treatment
services and make adjustments in a timely manner.

In 2025, the PWF will continue to strengthen various measures for preventing and
alleviating problems arising from gambling. On counselling and treatment services, a
total of about $33.93 million has been earmarked under the PWF to fund the counselling
centres and the online gambling counselling platform. The public education and
publicity measures include the Sponsorship Scheme and School Project Grants,
publicity truck programme as well as publicity work for online and traditional media.
The amounts earmarked under the PWF for the above work are around $12 million,
$2.25 million and $4.2 million respectively. The Government and the PWF will
continue to closely monitor the gambling situation in Hong Kong for refining and
optimising the work on preventing and alleviating gambling-related problems as
necessary.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO055
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0486)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 that the Home and Youth
Affairs Bureau will take forward the establishment of the “Youth Post” hostel and spaces for
cultural and arts exchanges for youths in the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility. In this
connection, please advise this Committee:

(1) of the manpower and estimated expenditure involved in implementing the initiative;

(2) of the publicity measures to be put in place by the Bureau to attract young people around
the globe to stay at the “Youth Post” during their visits in Hong Kong; and

(3) whether the Bureau will consider working with tertiary institutions and the Labour
Department to recommend the “Youth Post” to overseas students and young people
coming to Hong Kong for working holiday, thereby fulfilling the objectives of
promoting mutual exchange among overseas, Mainland and local young people as well
as expanding spaces and networks for youths.

Asked by: Hon LIAO Cheung-kong, Martin (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:

To expand spaces and network for youths, the 2024 Policy Address announced that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) would convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility
into a youth development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and
creating spaces for youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting mutual
exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating spaces to stimulate
creativity.

The Government issued a tender document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open
tender, a suitable organisation for operating the youth facility under a short-term tenancy of
5years. The awarded tenderer will operate the facility on a self-financing basis. We are
assessing the tenders received, including proposals from applicant organisations on how they
will set up and operate the youth facility. We expect that the assessment and award of tender
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will be completed in the first half of 2025, and the concerned facility will progressively begin
its operation within 2025.

Since the implementation of the “Youth Post” initiative is undertaken by existing HY AB staff,
no additional expenditure is involved.

We have required applicant organisations to submit, in their tenders, proposals on how to
operate and utilise the “Youth Post”. The operator will also be required to submit annual
reports on the occupancy rates and utilisation of the “Youth Post”. Upon the award of
tender, we will further discuss with the awarded tenderer on ways to utilise and publicise the
“Youth Post”, including collaboration arrangements between the awarded tenderer and
relevant government departments and/or organisations, with a view to promoting mutual
exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people as well as boosting youth
development.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO056
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2243)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

This year, the Government will launch a two-year pilot mentorship programme (“She
Inspires™), matching female university students with women leader mentors to promote
women’s workplace development. Please provide the following information:

(@) Will the programme commence in the first half of 2025, as stated in a paper submitted
to the Legislative Council by the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau earlier on? Has the
Bureau drawn up a specific timetable? If so, what are the details?

(b) What is the expenditure to be incurred by the programme?

(c) As the programme currently focuses on professional and business sectors, will the
Bureau consider extending the programme to other sectors if it runs well?

(d) Upon completion of job shadowing by a mentee with a mentor, how does the Bureau
evaluate the effectiveness of the programme? What is the assessment mechanism?
Does the mentee have to submit a completion report?

Asked by: Hon LUK Chung-hung (LegCo internal reference no.: 4)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the “She
Inspires” Mentorship Programme (the Programme). Under the Programme, local female
university students who aspire to pursue a career in professional or business sectors will be
matched with women leader mentors to promote women’s workplace development.  We will
organise various types of training, seminars or sharing sessions for mentees, arrange other
relevant activities, as well as carry out publicity and promotion.  Our initial estimation of the
expenditure to be incurred by such initiatives is about $3.72 million in 2025-26. The
Programme will run on a pilot basis for two years and be reviewed afterwards. Upon
commencement of the Programme, we will gauge views from mentors and mentees regularly
by various means such as questionnaire survey, sharing by participants or report to monitor
the effectiveness. If necessary, we will make adjustments to the content and coverage of the
Programme as and when appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO57
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1988)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Under the Operating Account, the commitment for the Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) —
Subsidy Scheme for Using Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth Hostels is $1 billion. In this
connection, please inform this Committee of the following:

1.  As the Bureau has spent some $60 million on taking forward the related projects so far
and the balance is about $938 million, how many youth hostel units will have their
construction/alteration completed and be ready for launch in the market in 2025-26?
What are the details?

2. How will the Bureau make use of the balance in the coming 3 years and how many units
will be ready for rent by young people within this period? What are the details?

3. Asitis stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention that the Bureau will continue
to implement the Youth Financial Education Programme to assist young tenants under
the YHS to develop effective financial management plans, what are the substantial and
specific measures involved? How will the Bureau evaluate the effectiveness of such
measures?

Asked by: Hon LUK Hon-man, Benson (LegCo internal reference no.: 12)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) secured approval from the Finance Committee
of the Legislative Council in end-2022 for the creation of a new non-recurrent commitment
of $1 billion, and launched the Youth Hostel Scheme (YHS) - Subsidy Scheme for Using
Hotels and Guesthouses as Youth Hostels (the Subsidy Scheme) in early 2023 to subsidise
non-governmental organisations (NGOSs) to rent suitable hotels and guesthouses for use as
youth hostels. Since the launch of the Subsidy Scheme, 5 projects have been approved
thereunder, providing a maximum of 1 310 hostel places in total. The HYAB will continue
to proactively communicate with NGOs and stakeholders to take forward the Subsidy
Scheme, and our target is to provide around 3 000 hostel places between 2022 and 2027.
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The HYAB and the Investor and Financial Education Council (IFEC) jointly launched the
Youth Financial Education Programme (the Programme) in 2024. The pilot Programme has
been implemented at 5 youth hostels under the YHS, offering story-telling sessions on
financial management, online resources and interactive learning activities, thereby assisting
youth tenants to develop effective financial management plans. Questionnaires from the
HYAB and IFEC have been distributed to participants in activities under the Programme and,
according to the survey results, around 90% of participants agreed that the activities helped
deepen their knowledge of financial management. The Programme has expanded to cover
other newly launched youth hostels, and also gradually extended to other funding schemes
and activities of the HYAB. The number of youth beneficiaries under the Programme since
its launch is about 2 000. We will keep in view the progress and effectiveness of the
Programme and make timely adjustments.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO058
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2011)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Itis stated under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 that the Bureau will continue
to work together with the Youth Development Commission to implement international and
Mainland youth internship and exchange programmes. In this connection, please advise this
Committee on the following:

a)

b)

How many young people are provided with internship placements in 2025, and what are
the respective cities or countries of their placements? For those participating in the
Mainland internship programmes, please provide the detailed placement distribution
with a breakdown by the Mainland province/city involved.

Upon completion of these internships, does the Government have any mechanisms to
assess the performance indicators of the internship programmes in order to decide
whether to allocate funding to the same organisation in the future?

At present, there are internship programmes such as the Funding Scheme for Youth
Internship in the Mainland that incorporate in their funding calculation participants who
hold valid Hong Kong Identity Cards and are enrolled in full-time courses in Hong Kong
even though they are not permanent residents of Hong Kong. However, the proportion
of such participants must not exceed 50% of the total number of eligible participants in
the same internship project. What are the proportion of such participants to the total
number of participants in the funded internship projects, and the total funding amount
involved?

Asked by: Hon LUK Hon-man, Benson (LegCo internal reference no.: 35)
Reply:

a)

The internship schemes/programmes in the Mainland and overseas in 2025-26 cover a
wide range of Mainland provinces/cities and overseas countries. In terms of the
number of internship placements, the top five Mainland provinces/cities are Guangdong,
Shanghai, Beijing, Jiangsu and Anhui, while the top five overseas countries are
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia and Vietnam. As recruitment for the internship
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b)

schemes/programmes is underway, the actual numbers of participants are not yet
available.

Upon completion of an exchange/internship project, participants are invited to fill in
evaluation questionnaires from which we can gauge their views on the project for
monitoring its effectiveness and quality. This will also become part of the track record
when assessing the same organisation’s applications in the future. Representatives of
the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Youth Development Commission
also attend activities (such as concluding and sharing sessions) held locally by the
funded organisations to understand participants’ views on the projects for monitoring
their effectiveness and quality.

Since 2024-25, the HYAB has expanded the eligibility criteria for participants under
various exchange and internship schemes/programmes in the Mainland. Under the
HY AB Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland, apart from young people
holding Hong Kong Permanent Identity Cards, students holding Hong Kong ldentity
Card who are enrolled in full-time courses in Hong Kong are also eligible to join.
However, the proportion of non-permanent resident participants should not exceed 50%
of the total number of eligible participants in the same internship project. Among the
lists of participant received, the proportion of relevant participants is 20%. As the
funding amounts for both types of participants are the same, we do not maintain the
breakdown of funding amounts by type of participants.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO059
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2012)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Youth Link (YL) has been launched for about 1.5 years. In this connection, please
advise this Committee:

a)

b)

given that the target participants of the YL are young people aged 12 to 39, of the
respective numbers of youth members and activity participants by age group;

in tabulated form, the activities organised under the YL and their respective numbers of
enrolment, ballot success rates of activity enrolment, final numbers of participants and
expenditures; and

whether the Bureau has put in place performance indicators for regular evaluation of the
types of activities organised under the YL, as well as the scopes involved, targeted youth
groups and number of participants.

Asked by: Hon LUK Hon-man, Benson (LegCo internal reference no.: 36)
Reply:

a)

b)

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) launched the Youth Link (YL) in
September 2023 to link up participants of various government youth programmes,
offering them opportunities to develop diverse talents and participate in public affairs,
as well as strengthening their communication, interaction and mutual trust with the
Government. The YL currently has over 18 000 youth members and their age
distribution is: 42% of them are aged 12 to 17, 45% aged 18 to 25, 10% aged 26 to 33
and 3% aged 34 to 39.

Since the launch of the YL, the HYAB has organised an array of activities for its
members. To name a few, the Youth Dialogue on “The Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy
Address” and other Youth Dialogue sessions, the historical and cultural exchange tour
to Jiangxi Province, the exchange tour “Exploring Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Opportunities in the Greater Bay Area”, visits to youth hostels and the National Security
Exhibition Gallery, some voluntary work in large-scale government events, as well as
attendances at international events.  For instance, in November 2024 several
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YL members took part as delegates from Hong Kong, China in an official youth
development programme under the framework of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) held in Peru, where they had in-depth exchanges with other youth
delegates from various member economies in the Asia-Pacific region. The attendances
at YL activities have reached over 2 400 to date. Since the HYAB has implemented
the YL mainly with existing resources, we cannot single out the exact expenditures
incurred for activities.

The HYAB has adopted various measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the YL, such
as conducting ongoing and regular meetings or exchanges with YL members, as well as
gauging feedback and suggestions from youths on YL activities.

The HYAB has met and exceeded the target of organising and providing at least 10
youth development activities for YL members by end-2024. We will continue to

provide YL members with various types of activities and will organise or provide at
least 20 youth development activities for members within 2025.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO060
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0939)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

For Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 under this Programme, the Home and
Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will, inter alia, continue to work closely with the Youth
Development Commission to facilitate cross-bureau and cross-sector collaboration in youth
development work and monitor the implementation of initiatives set out in the Youth
Development Blueprint, as well as implementing international and Mainland youth internship
and exchange programmes. Please inform this Committee of the amount of expenditure on
relevant work in the preceding financial year of 2024-25. What were the results? What
were the youth internship and exchange programmes implemented? For the new financial
year of 2025-26, what is the estimated expenditure on relevant youth development work?
What are the specific work plans and timetables? What are the key performance indicators
(KPIs)? What are the HYAB’s plans to enhance international and Mainland youth
internship and exchange opportunities, thereby creating more opportunities for youth upward
mobility?

Asked by: Hon NG Kit-chong, Johnny (LegCo internal reference no.: 37)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) continues to take forward various youth
exchange and internship schemes/programmes outside Hong Kong, including the HYAB
Funding Scheme for Youth Internship in the Mainland, the HY AB Thematic Youth Internship
Programmes to the Mainland, the HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer Internship on the
Mainland and Overseas, the HYAB - United Nations VVolunteer Internship Programme, the
Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland, the Funding Scheme for International
Youth Exchange, the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Youth Cultural Exchange Programme,
and the exchange activities outside Hong Kong that arranged for Youth Ambassadors under
the YDC Youth Ambassadors Programme. The revised estimates in 2024-25 and estimated
expenditures in 2025-26 of the said schemes/programmes are as follows:
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Name of Scheme/Programme Amount of Expenditure ($ million)
2025-26 2024-25
(Estimate) (Revised Estimate)
HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth 115 113
Internship in the Mainland
HYAB Thematic Youth Internship 11 9.1
Programmes to the Mainland
HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer N.A.# N.A.#
Internship on the Mainland and Overseas
HYAB - United Nations Volunteer 5.2 4.6
Internship Programme
Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in 76 76
the Mainland
International youth exchange programmes” 31 24.9
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Y outh 0.6 0.5
Cultural Exchange Programme

# Major expenses related to the internship, such as transportation, accommodation and insurance for
participants, are covered by participating corporates while the HY AB shares part of the administrative and
publicity expenses.

A Including international youth exchange activities under the Funding Scheme for International Youth
Exchange and the YDC Youth Ambassadors Programme.

Upon completion of an exchange/internship project, participants are invited to fill in
evaluation questionnaires from which we can gauge their views on the project for monitoring
its effectiveness and quality. This will also become part of the track record when assessing
the same organisation’s applications in the future. Representatives of the HYAB and the
Youth Development Commission also attend activities (such as concluding and sharing
sessions) held locally by the funded organisations to understand participants’ views on the
projects for monitoring their effectiveness and quality. Based on the feedback collected
from the last rounds of participants, over 90% of the respondents considered that the
respective schemes/programmes have attained the intended objectives and helped them
broaden their exposure and deepen their understanding of the Mainland / overseas countries
they visited.

We have gradually rolled out the exchange and internship schemes/programmes for 2025-26
since October 2024, and it is expected that Hong Kong young people will start to undertake
these exchange and internship opportunities in the Mainland and overseas from May this year
the earliest. Enhancement measures have been put in place under the schemes/programmes
for 2025-26 to encourage non-governmental organisations to organise two-way exchange
projects, with a view to deepening the interaction and exchange between Hong Kong youths
and Mainland/overseas youths.

The HYAB will further enhance the breadth and depth of these schemes/programmes,
including strengthening our collaboration with more official cultural and scientific research
institutions in the Mainland and major corporates to organise the HYAB Thematic Youth
Internship Programmes to the Mainland and the HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer
Internship on the Mainland and Overseas. Through such diverse, unique and in-depth
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internship opportunities, Hong Kong young people can deepen their knowledge in our
country’s development, the relevant disciplines and professional fields. These internship
schemes/programmes will help enrich the participants’ exposure and enhance young people’s
employment advantage and upward mobility.

The Government set indicators in the 2023 Policy Address to increase the number of
beneficiaries under the HYAB’s various youth exchange and internship schemes/programmes
in the Mainland and overseas to no less than 30 000 in 2024, with no less than 90% of
participants surveyed to consider themselves having benefitted from the exchange/internship
and that the objectives of the schemes/programmes have been attained, and with no less than
80% of employers surveyed to consider the Mainland and overseas internship experience
valuable and participants of such schemes/programmes more competitive than non-
participants. We achieved the said target in end-2024.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO61

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0777)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In recent years, quite some members of the public have expressed concerns about the problem
of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong. According to the latest assessment of the Hong
Kong Jockey Club (HKJC), the turnover of illegal basketball betting reached $70 billion to
$90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting activities in an effective manner, the
Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities and invite the HKJC to
submit a proposal.  Will the Government advise this Committee:

1.

whether it has assessed the situation of illegal basketball betting activities in Hong Kong
In recent years; if yes, of the details;

of the law enforcement actions against illegal basketball betting activities taken by the
Government in the past 3 years; and

whether it will also strengthen no-gambling education for young people; if yes, of the
relevant details and estimated expenditures?

Asked by: Hon SHIU Ka-fai (LegCo internal reference no.: 31)
Reply:

1.

According to the latest assessment of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, the turnover of illegal
basketball betting reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year.

In 2022, 2023 and 2024, the Hong Kong Police Force (HKPF) arrested 6 781, 6 101 and
5 341 persons respectively for various illegal gambling offences. The HKPF does not
maintain a separate breakdown as requested in the question.

The HKPF closely monitors the trend of these crimes and takes appropriate intelligence-
led law enforcement actions against them. To combat crimes related to illegal online
gambling, the Organized Crime and Triad Bureau as well as other formations of the
HKPF will gather intelligence through cyber patrols and other channels, exchange
intelligence with overseas law enforcement agencies and investigate illegal gambling
websites within and outside Hong Kong.
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The Government established the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) in 2003 to fund various measures
for preventing and alleviating problems arising from gambling, including anti-gambling
education for young people. The Government also established the Ping Wo Fund
Advisory Committee to give advice to the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs on the
use and application of the PWF.

On the public education and publicity front, the PWF has been promoting anti-gambling
messages through diversified public education and publicity activities to the public,
including young people, to raise public awareness of the problems arising from
gambling addiction. The measures include (i) funding non-governmental
organisations and schools to organise anti-gambling publicity and public education
activities through the Ping Wo Fund Sponsorship Scheme and the Ping Wo Fund School
Project Grants, for which the PWF’s total funding in 2024 and 2025 are $10 million and
$12 million respectively; (ii) enhancing publicity at school and community levels
through the No-Gambling Publicity Truck, for which the PWF’s funding in 2024 and
2025 are about $2.2 million and $2.25 million respectively; and (iii) conducting
publicity work for online and traditional media, for which the total funding in 2024 and
2025 are around $3.1 million and $4.2 million respectively.

In addition to the above work, the PWF organises large-scale publicity and public
education campaigns when there are mega football events, including the UEFA
European Football Championship and FIFA World Cup, with the aims of further raising
public awareness of the problems caused by gambling addiction and promoting no-
gambling messages. For example, the PWF’s total funding for the large-scale publicity
and public education campaign organised during the UEFA European Football
Championship 2024 period was about $6 million.

The Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee and its secretariat regularly review the
effectiveness of the said measures. Through such means as evaluating the outcomes
of the sponsored activities when processing the reimbursement claims from the funded
organisations, as well as exchanging views with stakeholders, the measures’ overall
effectiveness has been enhanced. The Government will continue to strengthen
collaboration with the Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its
work on preventing and alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate, including
preventing and alleviating gambling problems among young people.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO062
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2601)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the implementation progress of the Member Self-recommendation Scheme for
Youth (MSSY), please advise this Committee:

(1) of the number of applicants for the MSSY and the age distribution of these applicants,
as well as the details of the appointed posts the successful applicants held in advisory
and statutory bodies since the launch of the MSSY;

(2) of the respective expenditures incurred and staffing involved each year since the launch
of the MSSY; and

(3) whether indicators have been formulated to evaluate the effectiveness of the MSSY;; if
yes, of the specific indicators and their implementation progress.

Asked by: Hon TAN Yueheng (LegCo internal reference no.: 9)

Reply:

To provide more opportunities for young people to participate in policy discussions, the
Government launched the Pilot Member Self-recommendation Scheme for Youth in late
October 2017 for young people with the commitment to serving the community to self-
nominate for joining advisory and statutory bodies (ASBs) of the Government. The pilot
scheme was regularised in 2018. The Chief Executive announced in the 2022 Policy
Address the further expansion of the Member Self-recommendation Scheme for Youth
(MSSY), with the aim of increasing the number of participating advisory committees within
the current term of the Government, from over 60 in 2022 to no less than 125 by end-2024
and no less than 180 by mid-2027.

So far, the number of participating committees under the MSSY has reached 141 with more
than 500 seats offered in total for self-recommendation. A total of about 14 000 applications
have been received from applicants aged between 16 and 35 coming from different
backgrounds and sectors, with an average age of around 28. The Home and Youth Affairs
Bureau (HYAB) has been liaising and working closely with various policy bureaux, with a
view to opening up more committees on policy areas of greater interests and concerns to
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young people, so that more of those dedicated to serving the community can self-nominate
for the MSSY. As at mid-2024, about 630 ASB posts were held by young people appointed
directly or indirectly through the MSSY. The overall ratio of youth members in ASBs also
increased from 7.8% in end-2017 to 15.6% in mid-2024.

The implementation of the MSSY is carried out by a team of civil servants at the HYAB
(comprising 1 Administrative Officer Staff Grade C, 1 Chief Executive Officer, 1 Senior
Executive Officer, 1 Executive Officer I, 2 Executive Officers Il, 1 Clerical Officer,
1 Assistant Clerical Officer and 1 Clerical Assistant) with the assistance of non-civil service
contract staff.  Since they are also responsible for other regular duties, we cannot single out
the exact manpower and emoluments involved.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO063
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2602)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated in the Estimates that the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will take forward the
establishment of the “Youth Post” hostel and spaces for cultural and arts exchanges for youths
in the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility. In this connection, please advise this
Committee of the following:

(1) What are the estimated expenditures involved in converting the Kai Tak Community
Isolation Facility and creating spaces for cultural and arts exchanges for youths?

(2) Will the “’Youth Post” hostel target mainly local or overseas young people? How many
hostel places are expected to be provided and when will the hostel commence operation?

Asked by: Hon TAN Yueheng (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:

To expand spaces and network for youths, the 2024 Policy Address announced that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau will convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility into a youth
development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and creating spaces for
youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting mutual exchange among
Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating spaces to stimulate creativity.

The Government issued a tender document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open
tender, a suitable organisation for operating the youth facility under a short-term tenancy of
5years. The awarded tenderer will operate the facility on a self-financing basis. The
tender document has included appropriate terms and conditions to ensure that the facility is
effectively used in promoting mutual exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young
people as well as boosting youth development. For example, the tender document requires
that at least 50% of the gross floor area of the entire youth development facility must be used
as a youth hostel.

We are assessing the tenders received, including proposals from applicant organisations on
how they will set up and operate the youth facility. We expect that the assessment and award
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of tender will be completed in the first half of 2025, and the concerned facility will
progressively begin its operation within 2025.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO064
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2610)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the promotion of youth development, social harmony and the empowerment of
women in Hong Kong, please advise this Committee on the following:

1)

(2)

The specified key performance measures include the number of civic education projects
sponsored, number of participants of various exchange programmes and number of
social enterprises.  Such existing indicators focus on the number of participants and the
frequency of activities but lack in-depth capacity assessment. Given the resource
constraints, how will the Government enhance its efficacy in allocating resources and
evaluating their usage to avoid “having many activities with increased operational
expenses but limited actual results”?

Over 140 projects have been launched under the Women Empowerment Fund (WEF)
since its establishment in June 2023. However, applications for the WEF can only be
made through women’s groups and non-governmental organisations, which may render
women outside these organisations unsupported, particularly grassroots and
disadvantaged women. The limitation on application channels for the WEF is not in
line with the overall policy objectives. Does the Government have information
supporting the actual coverage rate of the WEF? Are there any plans to put in place
more means of application, such as directly supporting individuals rather than requiring
endorsement by an organisation? How does the Government ensure that grassroots
and disadvantaged women can obtain assistance from the WEF (besides receiving social
security allowance)?

Asked by: Hon TAN Yueheng (LegCo internal reference no.: 17)

Reply:
(1) Besides taking the number of participants and the frequency of activities as the

performance measures and indicators, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) has
a mechanism in place for monitoring the effectiveness of various projects and activities
in promoting their related measures. All organisers sponsored by the HYAB are
required to submit activity reports, financial reports, surveys on participants’ feedback,
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etc. The HYAB will also work closely with various committees to jointly observe the
conduct of these activities, review their evaluation reports and consider improvements
if necessary.

Established in June 2023, the Women Empowerment Fund (WEF) aims to empower
women, regardless of their age, occupation, background, etc., to realise their full
potential in their respective arenas, ultimately achieving the goal of promoting women’s
development in Hong Kong. The WEF provides funding support for non-profit-
making or charitable women’s groups and non-governmental organisations to launch,
based on the needs of society, suitable projects for women from different backgrounds
and social strata. The funded organisations are required to devise projects according
to users’ actual needs so as to meet the needs of different groups of women, including
grassroots women. Examples include training on job-seeking skills for women seeking
employment, courses to improve women’s skills on elderly or child care, etc. The
funded organisations are also required to adopt open, fair and just procedures and criteria
for recruiting participants when implementing the projects.  Therefore, women
participating in WEF projects are not necessarily members of the funded organisations.
The HYAB will continue to promote the WEF through various channels including
websites, social platforms, emails, etc. The funded organisations will also publicise
their activities to encourage more women to participate in WEF activities.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO065
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0016)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational expenses
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Government is committed to women’s development and launched the Women
Empowerment Fund (WEF) in June 2023 with an annual funding of $20 million. To date,
the WEF has provided funding support for women’s groups and non-governmental
organisations for launching over 240 projects. This year, a two-year pilot mentorship
programme will be launched, matching female university students with women leader
mentors. In this connection, please advise this Committee:

1. of the estimated expenditure for the two-year pilot mentorship programme to be
launched by the Bureau, and the details of the programme; and

2. whether and how the effectiveness of the programme will be evaluated; if so, of the
estimated completion time for the evaluation.

Asked by: Hon TSE Wai-chuen, Tony (LegCo internal reference no.: 30)

Reply:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the “She
Inspires” Mentorship Programme (the Programme). Under the Programme, local female
university students who aspire to pursue a career in professional or business sectors will be
matched with women leader mentors to promote women’s workplace development. We will
organise various types of training, seminars or sharing sessions for mentees, arrange other
relevant activities, as well as carry out publicity and promotion.  Our initial estimation of the
expenditure to be incurred by such initiatives is about $3.72 million in 2025-26. The
expenditure incurred by the Programme does not fall within the scope of the Women
Empowerment Fund. The Programme will run on a pilot basis for two years and be reviewed
afterwards. Upon commencement of the Programme, we will also gauge views from
mentors and mentees regularly by various means such as questionnaire survey, sharing by
participants or report to monitor the effectiveness.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO066
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2673)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

As the expenditure of the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) on youth development,
social harmony and civic education will increase by $150.7 million in 2025-26, representing
a rise of 15.4%, what is the specific breakdown of the additional expenditure? What is the
breakdown of the subventions provided by the HYAB for the 11 uniformed groups (UGS)
under its purview in 2025-26? Has HYAB required these UGs to set performance indicators
for their future development, including but not limited to requirements on the number of youth
members and the training, courses and activities to be offered? If yes, what are the
performance indicators? If not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon WONG Chun-sek, Edmund (LegCo internal reference no.: 19)

Reply:

The increase of $150.7 million in the provision for 2025-26 over the revised estimate for
2024-25 comprises an increase of $107.4 million in the cash flow requirements for non-
recurrent and capital account items, and an increase of $43.3 million in the recurrent
provision. The increased recurrent provision is for implementing various youth
development, women and family related initiatives as well as covering the operating expenses.
The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will continue to examine, from time to time,
the arrangements for various initiatives under Programme (2), with a view to flexibly
deploying the provision in taking forward initiatives relating to youth development, social
harmony and civic education.

Under the established policies, the HY AB provides recurrent subventions through lump sum
grants to 11 uniformed groups (UGSs) every year, with a view to supporting their provision of
education and training to young people. A breakdown of the actual subventions to be
granted to these UGs in 2025-26 is yet to be finalised. In setting the baseline subvention
level for each UG, we will fully take into account the respective features of individual UGs,
including their history of development, scale of operation, fund-raising capability, alternative
funding sources, contents and natures of activities they organise, as well as the Government’s
overall prevailing fiscal position and other relevant factors.
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The HYAB has signed with each of the UGs receiving recurrent subvention a Memorandum
of Administrative Arrangements, requiring their annual submission of information such as
year plan, budget, financial report and annual report in relation to youth activities for
inspection by the HY AB, thereby ensuring the proper use of public resources. Meanwhile,
these UGs have to set performance indicators, based on their operational needs, on a yearly
basis for next year’s operation. Such performance indicators include the number of youth
members, the numbers of hours for training, courses and activities to be offered, etc.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO067
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2697)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 204 of the Budget Speech that the Government launched the
Women Empowerment Fund (WEF) in June 2023 with an annual funding of $20 million to
provide funding support for women’s groups and non-governmental organisations to launch
projects with an aim of empowering women to develop their potential on their respective
platforms. In this connection, will the Bureau please set out the details of the funded projects
approved under the WEF since its establishment to March this year, including the total
number of funded projects, and for each funded project its name, organiser, nature, target
beneficiaries and funding amount, etc.?

Has the Bureau set any performance indicators for each of the funded projects? If yes, what
are such performance indicators? Also, what follow-up actions will the Bureau take if a
project fails to meet the performance indicators? If no, what are the reasons? Has the
Bureau assessed whether the annual funding of $20 million is sufficient?  Will the
Government consider increasing its budget to fund more projects that focus on enhancing
occupational skills to strengthen women’s capacity for work and enable them to pursue self-
development?

Asked by: Hon WONG Chun-sek, Edmund (LegCo internal reference no.: 52)

Reply:

The Women Empowerment Fund (WEF) was established in June 2023. In 2023-24 and
2024-25, a total of 289 projects! were approved under the WEF and the funding involved was
about $43.28 million. The names of the funded projects and their organisers are available
on the WEF website (www.wef.gov.hk). The number of funded projects and respective
funding amounts by theme are as follows:

115 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.
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Category Number of Funding
projects amount
($°000)
General projects
(1)  Assisting women in accomplishing transformations in 46 9,810
the job market
(i) Enhancing women’s awareness on their physical and 54 9,110
mental health
(iii) Helping women to cope with different roles in family 17 3,150
and society
(iv) Motivating women to enhance their personal 37 6,910
attributes and achieve full potential
(v) Facilitating the wuse of new information and 25 3,570
communication technology
Thematic projects
(i) Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 93 6,930
Exchange Programme
(i)  Programme on Women'’s Participation in Community 17 3,800
Services
Total: 289 43,280

Based on the needs of society, the funded organisations under the WEF will organise suitable
activities for women from different backgrounds and social strata. The WEF projects offer
activities of diverse nature and form to meet the needs of women in varied roles. Examples
include training on job-seeking skills for women seeking employment, courses to improve
women’s skills on elderly or child care, etc. The organisations may set different target
groups for the various activities held under the projects, and may suitably adjust such target
groups according to the actual needs for the gainful use of resources.

Since the establishment of the WEF, 73 approved projects have been completed successfully.
The remaining projects are either in progress or being rolled out. The funded organisations
are required to conduct a questionnaire survey upon completion of each funded project to
collect participants’ opinions. The funded organisations are also required to submit activity
and financial reports for each funded project to the Women’s Commission (WoC) for
reviewing the effectiveness of the project. Moreover, we will deploy staff to inspect the
funded projects to help evaluate their effectiveness. The WoC will also review, among
others, the utilisation and the vetting mechanism of the WEF to optimise its operation. For
the completed projects, feedback from participants was generally positive. They consider
that the projects have effectively supported their development in various arenas and that the
WEF met the deliverable of empowering women.

We will continue to monitor the operation of the WEF and review its utilisation and scope of
funding to ensure proper use of the WEF with a view to empowering women effectively.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO068
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2568)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:
1. Please set out the Mainland and overseas youth internship and exchange programmes

funded by the Government in 2024-25, as well as their respective numbers of
participants and actual expenditures; and

Please set out the details of the two-way exchange activities between local and overseas
youths to be organised by the Government in 2025-26, as well as the anticipated
numbers of participants and participating countries/places, and the expenditures to be
incurred.

Asked by: Hon YIU Pak-leung (LegCo internal reference no.: 51)
Reply:

1.

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) continues to take forward various youth
exchange and internship schemes/programmes outside Hong Kong. The respective
expenditures and numbers of participants of these schemes/programmes in 2024-25 are
as follows:

Name of Scheme/Programme 2024-25
(Revised Estimate)
Amount of Number of
Expenditure Participants
($ million)
HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth 113 4400
Internship in the Mainland
HYAB Thematic Youth Internship 9.1 111
Programmes to the Mainland
HYAB Scheme on Corporate Summer N.A# 288
Internship on the Mainland and Overseas
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Name of Scheme/Programme 2024-25
(Revised Estimate)
Amount of Number of
Expenditure Participants
($ million)
HYAB - United Nations VVolunteer 4.6 25
Internship Programme
Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the 76 30 000
Mainland
International youth exchange programmes” 24.9 2123
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Youth 0.5 25
Cultural Exchange Programme

# Major expenses related to the internship, such as transportation, accommodation and insurance for
participants, were covered by participating corporates while the HYAB shared part of the
administrative and publicity expenses.

A Including international youth exchange activities under the Funding Scheme for International Youth
Exchange (FSIYE) and the YDC Youth Ambassadors Programme (YA Programme).

Under the FSIYE, the funded organisations may organise one-way or two-way exchange
projects. The FSIYE provides funding support for eligible overseas youths to
participate in such activities. In 2025-26, we also introduced a number of enhancement
measures for the FSIYE to encourage non-governmental organisations to organise two-
way exchange projects, with a view to deepening the interaction and exchange between
Hong Kong and overseas youths.  As the assessment exercise of the FSIYE for 2025-26
Is underway, the countries/places covered by the approved projects are not available at
this stage. In addition, there are two-way international youth exchange activities under
the YA Programme for 2025-26 which are still under planning.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO069
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2979)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Since its establishment in June 2023 to date, the Women Empowerment Fund (WEF) has
provided funding support for over 240 projects with an annual funding of $20 million. At
present, the list of funded projects on the WEF’s website only shows the names of the
organisations and projects. Please inform this Committee of:

1.  the numbers of funded projects and respective funding amounts by theme;

2. the numbers of funded projects and respective funding amounts by main target group,
e.g. young women, working women and housewives; and

3. the indicators used to evaluate the effectiveness of the projects.

Asked by: Hon ZHANG Xinyu, Gary (LegCo internal reference no.: 13)

Reply:

The Women Empowerment Fund (WEF) was established in June 2023. In 2023-24 and
2024-25, a total of 289 projects! were approved under the WEF and the funding involved was
about $43.28 million. The number of funded projects and respective funding amounts by
theme are as follows:

Category Number of | Funding amount
projects ($°000)
General projects
(i)  Assisting women in accomplishing 46 9,810
transformations in the job market
(i)  Enhancing women’s awareness on their physical 54 9,110
and mental health

115 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.
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Category Number of | Funding amount
projects ($°000)
General projects
(iii) Helping women to cope with different roles in 17 3,150
family and society
(iv) Motivating women to enhance their personal 37 6,910
attributes and achieve full potential
(v) Facilitating the use of new information and 25 3,570
communication technology
Thematic projects
(i) Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 93 6,930
Area Exchange Programme
(i) Programme on Women’s Participation in 17 3,800
Community Services
Total: 289 43,280

The WEF aims to empower women of various ages, occupations and backgrounds to realise
their full potential in their respective arenas. Based on the needs of society, the funded
organisations will organise suitable activities for women from different backgrounds and
social strata. The WEF projects offer activities of diverse nature and form to meet the needs
of women in varied roles. Examples include training on job-seeking skills for women
seeking employment, courses to improve women’s skills on elderly or child care, etc. The
organisations may set different target groups for the various activities held under the projects,
and may suitably adjust such target groups according to the actual needs for the gainful use
of resources. The WEF does not maintain information on the projects by target group.

The funded organisations are required to conduct a questionnaire survey upon completion of
each funded project to collect participants’ opinions. The funded organisations are also
required to submit activity and financial reports for each funded project to the Women’s
Commission (WoC) for reviewing the effectiveness of the project. Moreover, we will
deploy staff to inspect the funded projects to help evaluate their effectiveness. The WoC
will also review, among others, the utilisation and the vetting mechanism of the WEF to
optimise its operation.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO70

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3185)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational Expenses

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 that the Department will
engage 1 more existing support service centre for ethnic minorities (EM centre) to strengthen
support services for ethnic minorities. Please advise on the estimated manpower and
expenditure involved in that EM centre.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Chun-ying (LegCo internal reference no.: 39)

Reply:

To further facilitate the integration of ethnic minorities into the community, the Home Affairs
Department (HAD) will engage 1 more existing support service centre for ethnic minorities
(EM centre) to provide interpretation and translation services for ethnic minorities to alleviate
the inconvenience faced by ethnic minorities due to language barriers. The new services are
targeted to commence in 2025. The estimated annual recurrent expenditure of the new
initiative is $13.65 million. HAD will invite the operators of existing EM centres (except
the CHEER Centre which is now providing interpretation and translation services) to submit
proposals on provision of interpretation and translation services for consideration by HAD.
HAD will handle the work arising from the new initiative with its existing manpower.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO71

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0041)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In his 2023 Policy Address, the Chief Executive mentioned the setting up of distinctive photo-
taking landmarks in the 18 districts to attract the public and tourists to take photos.

(a) Please provide detailed information on each of the photo-taking landmarks in the
18 districts, the uniqueness of the landmarks, the number of visitors in the past year, and
the expenditure incurred for the setting up and maintenance of the landmarks.

(b) What promotional measures have been adopted by the Department to publicise these
landmarks? What are the specific details of, the expenditure involved in and the
effectiveness of the promotional initiatives?

(c) What specific plans does the Government have in the coming year to leverage the photo-
taking landmarks in various districts for the promotion of local economy or for other
purposes? What are the details of these plans and the estimated expenditure involved?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hoi-yan (LegCo internal reference no.: 9)

Reply:
A consolidated reply to the various parts of the question is as follows:

Each of the District Youth Community Building Committees (DYCBCs) across 18 districts
proposes for its district a distinctive photo-taking landmark with a particular theme and
specific design elements to showcase district uniqueness as well as attract the public and
tourists to take photos and “check in” there. The photo-taking landmarks in the 18 districts
have been completed since early 2024 for display for different periods ranging from several
months to perpetual. The landmarks include large-scale distinctive installations or lighting
decorations, ground paintings/mural paintings, distinctive landmark signage, etc.

District Offices (DOs) have assisted DYCBCs in promoting the photo-taking landmarks in
their respective districts through various channels, including websites, social platforms, local
networks, etc. In addition, in September and October last year, DOs collaborated with the
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District Services and Community Care Teams of their respective districts to organise a series
of local tours in celebration of the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. Members of the public were invited to visit the distinctive attractions in the
territory, including the photo-taking landmarks in various districts. DOs do not have any
statistics on the number of visitors of each photo-taking landmark.

The work relating to the setting up, maintenance, publicity, etc. of the above photo-taking
landmarks is absorbed within the existing resources and manpower of DOs together with the
relevant government departments. Hence, a breakdown of the expenditure involved is not
available. The 18 DOs will continue to invite the DYCBCs of their respective districts to
advise on district works or facilities and other community building initiatives. DOs will also
continue to organise an array of activities with district characteristics using their existing
manpower and resources to promote community building.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABOQ72

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1364)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated in the 2023 Policy Address that the training for members of District Services and
Community Care Teams (CTs) will be strengthened, including the provision of mental health
support training, to assist in the early referral of persons in need in the local communities for
support.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

What are the content, number of sessions, and breakdown of expenditure by content in
respect of the training provided for CTs so far?

What is the total number of CT members who have received mental health support
training to date?

How many cases involving persons with mental health needs in the local communities
have been referred by CTs to date?

Will the Government continue to strengthen the mental health support training for CTs
in the future, including broadening the training content and increasing the number of
training sessions? If yes, what are the details and the estimated expenditure? If no,
what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hoi-yan (LegCo internal reference no.: 27)

Reply:
(@) to (d) The Government has been providing training for District Services and Community

Care Teams (CTs) covering various aspects such as tips for communicating with
elderly persons, getting to know the welfare services at the district level and
training course on mental health support services.

The mental health support training mentioned above was stated in the 2023 Policy
Address. Mental health support training covering an overview of common
mental health issues, mental health first aid course, and basic skills in providing
mental health support, etc., has been provided for members of CTs by the Health
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Bureau (HHB) starting from the third quarter of 2024, with a view to fully utilising
community resources and CTs’ experience and networks to facilitate mental health
promotion.  CTs assist in early referral of persons in need in the local
communities for support, with a view to achieving early detection, early diagnosis
and early treatment and provide them with more comprehensive intervention
support. The Home Affairs Department (HAD) does not maintain figures on
cases involving persons with mental health needs in the local communities that
have been referred by CTs.

Since the third quarter of 2024, members of each of the 452 CTs across the territory
have attended mental health support training courses organised by HHB.
Overall, about 90% of CT members have received such training. The training
expenses incurred are absorbed within HHB. HAD will continue to engage in
active discussions with HHB to facilitate and co-ordinate the participation of CT
members.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO73

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3058)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

To provide support services for “three-nil” buildings, the Home Affairs Department has
implemented the Resident Liaison Ambassador (RLA) Scheme and the Building Management
Professional Advisory Service Scheme (BMPASS). Following the regularisation of the
BMPASS in 2022, a pilot scheme was launched to invite local organisations/
non-governmental organisations to reach out to owners of “three-nil” buildings and to
encourage and assist them in forming owners’ corporations (OCs). In this connection,
please inform this Committee of the following:

(@) the current number of “three-nil” buildings in Hong Kong, with a breakdown by the
18 districts;

(b) the names of local organisations and non-governmental organisations invited; the
number of OCs formed with the assistance provided under the pilot scheme, with a
breakdown by district, and the total expenditure incurred during the implementation
period of the pilot scheme from June 2022 to June 2024 with a breakdown;

(c) the numbers of buildings and flats benefitted and the details of the services provided
under the new round of the BMPASS since its implementation in July 2024, with a
breakdown by year and by the 18 districts; the number of OCs formed with the assistance
provided under the BMPASS; and the estimated total expenditure incurred with a
breakdown;

(d) the performance indicators for the pilot scheme and the new round of the BMPASS, and
whether those for the pilot scheme have been achieved, with relevant details;

(e) the number of Resident Liaison Ambassadors recruited under the RLA Scheme since its
implementation, with a breakdown by year and by the 18 districts; and

() whether the Government has reviewed the effectiveness of the RLA Scheme since its
implementation, and whether the Government has any plans to take a more targeted
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approach to the provision of support services for “three-nil” buildings by introducing or
making use of new technologies or services. If yes, what are the details?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Kapui, Judy (LegCo internal reference no.: 38)
Reply:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

According to the information obtained by the Home Affairs Department (HAD), as at
December 2024, there were 3 067 “three-nil” buildings (i.e. buildings which do not have
any owners’ corporation (OC) or any form of residents’ organisation and do not engage
any property management company (PMC), but excluding those that are under single
ownership and can be self-managed). A breakdown by district is set out in Annex A.

To enhance the support for owners of “three-nil” buildings, HAD implemented a “pilot
scheme” under the Building Management Professional Advisory Service Scheme
(BMPASS pilot scheme) in 2022 by inviting local organisations/non-governmental
organisations with experience in building management or related fields to reach out to
owners of “three-nil” buildings and to encourage and assist them in forming OCs. The
BMPASS pilot scheme was implemented between June 2022 and June 2024 in 9 districts
with a relatively large number of “three-nil” buildings, including the Central & Western,
Eastern, Wan Chai, Kowloon City, Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po, Tai Po, Tsuen Wan
and North Districts, involving a total expenditure of $19.15 million. A list of local
organisations/non-governmental organisations engaged with the number of OCs formed
with their assistance broken down by district is in Annex B.

Since the BMPASS pilot scheme has garnered widespread support from the community
and users, HAD continued the implementation of the BMPASS with a similar mode of
operation in July 2024 for a period of 3 years. The estimated total expenditure involved
is around $33.11 million. The services covered by the new round of the BMPASS
include assisting owners in forming OCs, facilitating the procurement of third party risks
insurance for newly formed OCs, and providing services for a period of 12 to 15 months,
S0 as to ensure that the day-to-day operations of the OCs’ concerned comply with the
Building Management Ordinance (Cap. 344), their deeds of mutual covenant and other
relevant legislation. The number of OCs formed as at December 2024 is set out in
Annex C.

The BMPASS pilot scheme ended in June 2024, covering a total of about 690 “three-
nil” buildings in 9 districts.  With the assistance of the scheme, 101 OCs were formed,
1 000 Resident Liaison Ambassadors (RLAS) were recruited and 62 newly formed OCs
procured third party risks insurance, meeting the objectives of the BMPASS pilot
scheme. The new round of the BMPASS covers a total of about 867 “three-nil”
buildings in the 18 districts across the territory. It is estimated that the local
organisations/non-governmental organisations engaged will assist the formation of
about 100 OCs, recruitment of approximately 1 700 RLAs, and facilitate procurement
of third party risks insurance by around 20 newly formed OCs.

To assist owners of old buildings in enhancing building management, HAD has been
implementing the RLA Scheme since 2011 to recruit owners or residents of “three-nil”
buildings aged 30 years or above as RLAs. The scheme seeks to establish a resident
liaison network, facilitate residents’ discussion and handling of daily building
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()

management matters, and assist government departments in liaising with residents and
promoting the message of effective building management. As at December 2024, about
2 220 RLAs were living in “three-nil” buildings. A breakdown by district is set out
in Annex D.

HAD reviews the support for owners of “three-nil” buildings from time to time to
promote good building management, and encourage and assist owners to form OCs for
proper management of their private properties. District Offices have been providing
old buildings in need, including “three-nil” buildings, with cleaning service for their
common parts through various channels such as the District-led Actions Scheme having
regard to the actual circumstances, so as to demonstrate the benefits brought by good
building management. We will also step up efforts in recruiting RLAs and provide
them with information on building management, in order to promote the message of
effective building management and enable them to assist government departments in
liaising with residents. Our long-term objective is to help owners of these buildings
form OCs for proper management of their own properties. As at December 2024,
670 OCs were formed with RLAs’ involvement.

In addition, the Chief Executive announced in his 2024 Policy Address the
implementation of a pilot scheme on “joint property management” in selected areas in
2025 to assist “three-nil” buildings and old single-block buildings in jointly hiring a
single PMC for joint property management so that the management fees can be
apportioned and these buildings will be able to receive basic building management
services at a more affordable cost. Making reference to the number and distribution of
old single-block private buildings in the selected areas, HAD will implement a pilot
scheme in the first half of 2025 in 4 districts, namely Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po,
Kowloon City and Tsuen Wan, where clusters of older single-block buildings are
present. The scheme aims to encourage and facilitate owners of “three-nil” buildings
and old single-block buildings to reach a consensus on jointly hiring a single PMC to
adopt the “joint property management” model on a trial basis. The pilot scheme is
anticipated to run for an initial duration of 1 year. Subject to the outcomes of the
implementation of the pilot scheme, a review will be conducted to consider the
feasibility of extending it to other districts.
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Annex A to Reply Serial No. HYABOQ73

Number of “three-nil” buildings by district #

(as at December 2024)

District Number of “three-nil” buildings *
Central & Western 355
Eastern 64
Southern 65
Wan Chai 182
Kowloon City 322
Kwun Tong 24
Yau Tsim Mong 368
Sham Shui Po 369
Wong Tai Sin 52
Islands 13
Sai Kung 188
Tai Po 282
Tsuen Wan 63
Yuen Long 273
Sha Tin 22
Tuen Mun 107
North 312

Kwai Tsing 6
Total 3 067

Figures are derived from information collected by staff of the Home Affairs Department

during day-to-day contact.

Excluding “three-nil” buildings that are under single ownership and can be

self-managed.
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Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYABO73

Local organisations/non-governmental organisations engaged under the
Building Management Professional Advisory Service Scheme and
the number of owners’ corporations (OCs) formed with their assistance

(June 2022 to June 2024)
o Local organisations/ Number of
District foati
non-governmental organisations engaged OCs formed
Central & Western| Mount Davis Kai-Fong Welfare Association 12
Eastern Association of Care for Community Hong Kong 7
Wan Chai Centre Stage Squarer 2
Kowloon City Community Care, and New Home Association 1
Kowloon West Service Centre
Yau Tsim Mong | Community Engagement Workshop 24
Sham Shui Po Sham Shui Po Neighbourhood Cares Association
and Kowloon Federation of Associations Sham 31
Shui Po District Committee
Tai Po Tai Po District Residents Association 5
Tsuen Wan Association for Tsuen Wan Development 8
North Luen Wo Hui Residential Association 11
Total 101
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Annex C to Reply Serial No. HYABOQ73

Number of owners’ corporations (OCs) formed under the Building Management
Professional Advisory Service Scheme from 2024 to 2027

(as at December 2024)

District Number of OCs formed*
Central & Western 1
Wan Chai 1
Eastern 3
Yau Tsim Mong 2
Sham Shui Po 6
Kowloon City 6
Kwun Tong 2
Tai Po 1
Total 22

In other districts, there has not been any case in which an OC was formed under the

scheme so far.
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Annex D to Reply Serial No. HYABOQ73

Number of Resident Liaison Ambassadors (RLAS)

(as at December 2024)
District Number of RLAs recruited

Central & Western 178
Eastern 30
Southern 48
Wan Chai 121
Kowloon City 172
Kwun Tong 19
Yau Tsim Mong 619
Sham Shui Po 580
Wong Tai Sin 47

Islands 0

Sai Kung 0
Tai Po 163
Tsuen Wan 83
Yuen Long 29

Sha Tin 8
Tuen Mun 6
North 116
Kwai Tsing 7

Total 2 226
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO74

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3156)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home Affairs Department (HAD) manages community halls and community centres
(CHs/CCs) in the 18 districts to provide organisations with venue facilities for holding various
community activities. However, some of the facilities in CHs/CCs are ageing and some
were damaged due to adverse weather, causing inconvenience to residents. In this
connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

(a) the utilisation rate of the facilities in each of the past 3 years, with a breakdown by the
CHs/CCs in the 18 districts;

(b) the number of complaints received in relation to the facilities and the subjects under
complaint (such as uneven floor, malfunctioning of air-conditioning systems and
damage to sound equipment) in each of the past 3 years, with a breakdown by the
CHs/CCs in the 18 districts;

(c) the progress of HAD’s follow-up actions on the above complaints, including the number
of completed cases, the number of ongoing or outstanding cases, and the average time
taken for handling a complaint;

(d) the number of (i) new facilities items and (ii) facilities items requiring replacement due
to ageing or damage, and the expenditure incurred in providing or replacing these items
in each of the past 3 years, with a breakdown by the CHs/CCs in the 18 districts; and

(e) the details of the repair and replacement plans for CH/CC facilities in 2025-26 and the
estimated expenditure, with a breakdown by the CHs/CCs in the 18 districts.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Kapui, Judy (LegCo internal reference no.: 40)

Reply:

@) The utilisation rates of the multi-purpose halls in community halls/community
centres (CHs/CCs) in the past 3 years are set out in Annex A.
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(b) to () The Home Affairs Department has been striving to improve the facilities and
ancillary facilities in CHs/CCs. Apart from carrying out emergency repairs in
response to individual complaints, District Offices (DOs) conduct general site
maintenance and minor improvement works from time to time. Depending on
resources and needs, DOs would also upgrade ageing building services
installations, including air-conditioning and ventilation, electrical, lighting and
drainage installations, and enhance stage and audio-visual equipment to better
meet the needs of venue users.

In the past 3 years, DOs received a total of 124 complaints in relation to the
facilities in CHs/CCs. Of these, 116 cases have been pursued and concluded,
while the follow-up work for the remaining 8 cases are under progress. The
average time taken to handle a complaint is around 10 days. Information relating
to the complaints and the handling progress is set out in Annex B. Major works
projects undertaken for the addition and replacement of CH/CC facilities in the
past 3 years and the expenditure incurred are set out in Annex C. Major repair
and replacement of CH/CC facilities planned for 2025-26 and the estimated
expenditure are set out in Annex D.
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Annex A to Reply Serial No. HYABQ74

Utilisation Rates of Multi-purpose Halls in
Community Halls/Community Centres (CHs/CCs) from 2022 to 2024

_— Utilisation rate (%)

District |CH/CC 2002 | 2003 | 2004

Central & |Western District CC Note (1)
Western |Sai Ying Pun Community Complex 53.0 60.7 56.1
Eastern  |Causeway Bay CC 76.5 84.4 84.7
Hing Wah CH 79.4 80.8 74.6
Yue Wan CH 81.6 89.0 81.3
Aldrich Bay CH 80.3 89.1 87.1
Quarry Bay CH Note (2) 82.4 79.3
Siu Sai Wan CH 91.8 89.8 89.3
North Point CH 76.1 87.3 88.8
Southern |Wah Kwai CC 96.2 96.9 94.3
Ap Lei Chau CH 70.9 63.7 32.7
Lei Tung CH Note (2) 53.4 73.3
South Horizons Neighbourhood CC 95.2 84.9 75.4
Stanley CH 14.4 15.3 15.6
Wan Chai |Leighton Hill CH Note (2) 49.5 46.7
Kowloon |Hung Hom CH 85.1 86.1 80.7
City Kai Tak CH Note (2) 64.6 80.6
Kwun Kwun Tong CC 68.6 59.6 53.1
Tong Lok Wah Estate CC 94.3 58.7 66.0
Shun Lee Estate CC 67.1 64.4 66.0
Lam Tin (East) CH 66.8 67.7 65.9
Lam Tin (West) Estate CC 79.5 71.7 76.4
Sau Mau Ping CH 92.3 87.6 82.7
Sai Tso Wan Neighbourhood CC 81.6 76.5 76.3
Kai Yip CH 80.0 74.2 67.6
Yau Tong CH Note (2) 84.1 85.9
Sham Shui|Cheung Sha Wan CC 95.0 91.2 90.7
Po Nam Cheong District CC 93.7 86.8 90.0
Tai Hang Tung CC 90.2 79.9 76.7
Lai Kok CH Note (2) 73.9 84.0
Pak Tin CH Note (2) 80.3 86.2
Shek Kip Mei CH 96.1 84.4 85.8
Lai Chi Kok CH 93.2 82.6 79.4
Mei Foo CH 92.0 84.5 85.1
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Utilisation rate (%)

District (CH/CC 5022 2003 5004
Wong Tai |Wong Tai Sin CC 91.7 81.2 88.9
Sin Choi Wan Estate CC 86.7 84.9 75.0

Chuk Yuen Estate CC 94.2 87.5 71.0
Fung Tak Estate CC 92.6 86.2 87.7
Tsz Wan Shan CH 92.9 61.8 51.2
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate CC 89.3 88.1 75.8
Tung Tau CC Note (2) 50.8 60.2
Yau Tsim |Henry G. Leong Yaumatei CC 42.9 51.5 59.9
Mong Mong Kok CH 75.4 66.4 62.9
Islands Discovery Bay CH 60.7 53.1 55.6
Tung Chung CH 73.7 81.0 84.3
Kwai Cheung Ching Estate CC 75.7 60.3 Note (3)
Tsing Cheung Ching CH Note (3) Note (3) 67.2
Cheung Fat Estate CC 82.9 70.1 61.7
Tai Wo Hau Estate CC 95.6 80.9 84.8
Cheung Hang CH 88.2 75.5 71.9
Kwai Fong CH 94.2 89.5 83.1
Kwai Shing CH 82.9 72.5 75.4
Tsing Yi Estate CH 81.3 73.3 70.4
Lai King CH Note (2) 73.1 65.7
Shek Lei CH 72.0 84.0 87.0
North North District CC Note (1)
Cheung Wah CH 90.3 88.9 88.0
Ta Kwu Ling CH 13.3 8.7 8.0
Sha Tau Kok CH 14.7 16.4 12.2
Luen Wo Hui CH 87.3 85.0 82.8
Wo Hing CH Note (2) Note (4) 69.4
Queens Hill CH Note (5) 53.8 64.2
Sai Kung [King Lam Neighbourhood CC 89.5 72.8 66.1
Sai Kung Jockey Club Town Hall 75.8 81.2 79.5
Tsui Lam CH 70.9 55.6 56.5
Kin Choi CH 87.9 76.1 774
Sheung Tak CH 78.0 69.7 76.8
Lohas Park CH 69.0 61.5 52.9
Hang Hau CH Note (2) 72.3 724
ShaTin |Heng On Estate CC 90.2 86.1 81.8
Lung Hang Estate CC 92.6 92.4 89.2
Hin Keng Neighbourhood CC 88.1 73.2 69.0
Chun Shek CH 92.3 89.6 84.8
Kwong Yuen CH 93.1 88.1 89.5
Lek Yuen CH Note (2) 55.6 58.9
Pok Hong CH 85.8 87.9 86.4
Sha Kok CH 84.6 86.9 86.5
Sun Tin Wai CH Note (2) 54.6 66.0
Wo Che CH 66.4 65.8 67.0
Lee On CH Note (2) 74.7 86.8
Mei Tin CH 96.8 81.9 85.5
Yuen Chau Kok CH 75.5 70.5 78.7
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Utilisation rate (%)

District |CH/CC 5002 2003 5004
Tai Po Tai Po CC 74.9 74.0 65.4
Fu Heng Neighbourhood CC 73.8 72.1 64.6

Tai Wo Neighbourhood CC 82.9 72.3 76.9

Wan Tau Tong Neighbourhood CC 62.5 725 66.6

Fu Shin CH 775 74.2 71.7

Kwong Fuk CH 77.0 78.0 74.8

Tai Yuen CH 78.0 74.0 61.9

Tung Cheong Street CH 62.7 70.9 72.6

Tsuen Princess Alexandra CC 83.2 73.4 73.2
Wan Lei Muk Shue CH 78.0 78.9 69.8
Shek Wai Kok CH 68.4 72.2 494

Tuen Mun [On Ting/Yau Oi CC 65.3 41.1 62.2
Butterfly Bay CC 70.8 61.7 69.5

Leung King Estate CC 77.6 75.4 77.8

Kin Sang CH 73.6 53.2 59.3

Shan King CH 89.8 85.7 80.9

Tai Hing CH 76.4 61.0 65.6

Tuen Mun Town Centre CH 72.2 77.4 77.4

Tseng Choi Street CH 74.7 70.4 66.6

Wu Shan Road CH 78.0 74.5 79.8

Lung Yat CH 78.6 77.5 73.1

Siu Lun CH Note (2) 55.6 60.4

Yuen Tin Yiu CC 74.9 69.2 69.6
Long Tin Shui CC 79.0 80.0 63.8
Long Ping CH 72.1 74.3 74.6

Tin Ching CH 86.7 79.4 77.8

Tin Fai Road CH 81.0 82.5 725

Yuen Long Town East CH Note (2) Note (4) 41.2

Notes:

(1) There is no multi-purpose hall in the CC.

(2) The multi-purpose hall in the CH/CC was used for anti-epidemic purposes throughout the year.
No booking from applicant organisations was accepted during the period.
(3) Cheung Ching Estate CC was closed at the end of 2023. The reprovisioned Cheung Ching

CH commenced operation in 2024.

(4) The multi-purpose hall in the CH was closed for repair works throughout the year. No
booking from applicant organisations was accepted during the period.

(5) Queens Hill CH commenced operation in 2023.

Session 7 HYAB - Page 226




Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYABQ74

Complaints in relation to
Community Hall/Community Centre (CH/CC) Facilities from 2022-23 to 2024-25

2022-23
District CH/CC Subject u_nder Numbe_r of Handling
complaint complaints progress
Central & Western District CC o 1 Concluded
Malfunctioning of

Western air-conditioning
Eastern North Point CH systems 1 Concluded
Sai Kung Hang Hau CH 1 Concluded
Southern Lei Tung CH 2 Concluded
Southern Wah Kwai CC 1 Concluded
Yau Tsim Mong | Henry G. Leong Yaumatei CC 1 Concluded
Yau Tsim Mong | Mong Kok CH Problem with 1 Concluded
Sha Tin Lee On CH sanitary facilities 3 Concluded
ShaTin Lung Hang Estate CC 2 Concluded
Sha Tin Mei Tin CH 1 Concluded
ShaTin Sha Kok CH 1 Concluded
Sham Shui Po Cheung Sha Wan CC 1 Concluded
Tuen Mun Kin Sang CH Water seepage 1 Concluded
Yuen Long Yuen Long Town East CH 1 Concluded

Total 18
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2023-24

District CH/CC Subject _ Numbe_r of Handling
under complaint complaints progress
Kwun Tong Lok Wah Estate CC 1 Concluded
Kwai Tsing Cheung Ching CH Malfunctioning of air- 1 Concluded
Tuen Mun On Ting/Yau Oi CC conditioning systems 2 Concluded
Yuen Long Long Ping CH 1 Concluded
Sham Shui Po | Cheung Sha Wan CC 1 Concluded
North Sha Tau Kok CH Uneven floor 1 Concluded
Sai Kung Tsui Lam CH 1 Concluded
Eastern Siu Sai Wan CH 1 Concluded
Southern Wah Kwai CC Problem with sanitary 2 Concluded
Wong Tai Sin | Wong Tai Sin CC facilities 1 Concluded
Kwai Tsing Tai Wo Hau Estate CC 1 Concluded
Yuen Long Tin Yiu CC 2 Concluded
Sham Shui Po | Nam Cheong District CC Water seepage 3 Concluded
Central & Western District CC 1 Concluded
Western
Central & Sai Ying Pun Community 2 Concluded
Western Complex
Sham Shui Po | Tai Hang Tung CC 1 Concluded
Sha Tin Chun Shek CH OthersNet 1 Concluded
Sha Tin Heng On Estate CC 1 Concluded
Tuen Mun On Ting/Yau Oi CC 1 Concluded
Tuen Mun Shan King CH 1 Concluded
Yuen Long Tin Yiu CC 2 Concluded
Yuen Long Tin Shui CC 1 Concluded
Total 29
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2024-25

District CH/CC Subject _ Numbe_r of Handling
under complaint | complaints progress
Central & Western | Sai Ying Pun Community 1 Concluded
Complex
Eastern Quarry Bay CH 1 Concluded
Kwun Tong Kai Yip CH I\{Ialfuncf[i_oni_ng of 2 folIJlg\?v?Lp
Yau Tsim Mong Mong Kok CH ?gtzmmonmg 1 Concluded
North Cheung Wah CH y 2 Concluded
Sha Tin Heng On Estate CC 2 Concluded
Tuen Mun Wu Shan Road CH 1 Concluded
Yuen Long Tin Fai Road CH 1 Concluded
Eastern Quarry Bay CH 1 Concluded
Southern Wah Kwai CC 1 Concluded
Yau Tsim Mong Henry G. Leong Yaumatei | Uneven floor 1 Concluded
CC
Yuen Long Tin Shui CC 1 Concluded
Central & Western | Sai Ying Pun Community 1 Concluded
Complex
Eastern Siu Sai Wan CH 1 Concluded
Sham Shui Po Lai Kok CH Damage of sound 1 Under
equipment follow-up
Sham Shui Po Shek Kip Mei CH 1 Under
follow-up
Tuen Mun Kin Sang CH 1 Concluded
Southern Wah Kwai CC 1 Concluded
Kwun Tong Kai Yip CH 3 Under
follow-up
Sham Shui Po Cheung Sha Wan CC 1 Concluded
Sham Shui Po Mei Foo CH 1 Concluded
Sham Shui Po Tai Hang Tung CC 3 Concluded
Wong Tai Sin Wong Tai Sin CC 1 Concluded
Yau Tsim Mong Henry G. Leong Yaumatei 1 Concluded
CC
Kwai Tsing Kwai Fong CH Problem with 1 Concluded
Kwai Tsing Kwai Shing CH sanitary facilities 1 Under
follow-up
Kwai Tsing Lai King CH 1 Under
follow-up
Sha Tin Kwong Yuen CH 1 Concluded
Sha Tin Wo Che CH 1 Concluded
Tai Po Tung Cheong Street CH 1 Under
follow-up
Yuen Long Tin Ching CH 1 Concluded
Yuen Long Tin Yiu CC 1 Concluded
Eastern Aldrich Bay CH 4 Concluded
Kwun Tong Sai Tso Wan Water seepage 1 Concluded
Neighbourhood CC
Tuen Mun Butterfly Bay CC 3 Concluded
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District CH/CC Subject _ Numbe_r of Handling
under complaint | complaints progress
Yuen Long Tin Shui CC Water seepage 3 Concluded
Eastern Aldrich Bay CH 1 Concluded
Eastern Causeway Bay CC 2 Concluded
Eastern Siu Sai Wan CH 2 Concluded
Eastern Quarry Bay CH 1 Concluded
Eastern Yue Wan CH 2 Concluded
Southern Lei Tung CH 2 Concluded
Southern South Horizons 1 Concluded
Neighbourhood CC
Southern Wah Kwai CC OthersNote 5 Concluded
Kowloon City Hung Hom CH 1 Concluded
Wong Tai Sin Choi Wan Estate CC 1 Concluded
Wong Tai Sin Chuk Yuen Estate CC 1 Concluded
Yau Tsim Mong Henry G. Leong Yaumatei 1 Concluded
CcC
Kwai Tsing Cheung Hang CH 4 Concluded
Kwai Tsing Shek Lei CH 1 Under
follow-up
Sha Tin Heng On Estate CC 2 Concluded
Total 77

Note  Other complaints involve facilities such as stage equipment, lifts, water dispensers, etc.

Session 7 HYAB - Page 230




Annex C to Reply Serial No. HYABQ74

Major Works Projects Undertaken for the Addition and Replacement of
Community Hall/Community Centre (CH/CC) Facilities
and the Expenditure Incurred from 2022-23 to 2024-25N°

2022-23
Actual
District CH/CC Project Expenditure
($ million)
Central & Sai Ying Pun Community Replacement of chiller plant and building 2.44
Western Complex management system
Kwun Tong | Lam Tin (East) CH Upgrading of audio-visual (AV) system 0.80
Kwun Tong | Sau Mau Ping CH Upgrading of AV system 1.14
Sham Shui | Cheung Sha Wan CC Replacement of chiller plant, chilled water 2.45
Po pump, central control and monitoring system
of the air-handling unit and the associated
equipment
Yau Tsim Henry G. Leong Yaumatei Installation of LED screen and replacement of 1.50
Mong CC AV system
Yau Tsim Mong Kok CH Installation of LED screen and replacement of 0.63
Mong AV system
Islands Discovery Bay CH Upgrading of AV system 0.64
Islands Tung Chung CH Upgrading of AV system 0.95
Islands Tung Chung CH Replacement of air-conditioning system 0.53
Kwai Tsing | Kwai Fong CH Replacement of packaged air-conditioner and 1.40
the associated equipment
Kwai Tsing | Shek Lei CH Replacement of air-handling unit, fan coil unit, 1.16
split type air-conditioner and accessories
North North District CC Replacement of safety device for lift 1.16
North Sha Tau Kok CH Replacement of air-conditioning system 2.00
Sai Kung Lohas Park CH Replacement  of multi-split  type  air- 1.70
conditioning system, including the packaged
air-conditioner of the air-handling unit and
fresh air-handling unit and the associated ducts
Sha Tin Lee On CH Replacement of central battery system and 1.86
the associated equipment
Sha Tin Yuen Chau Kok CH Replacement of central battery system and 2.61
the associated equipment
Tai Po Tai Po CC Replacement of air-conditioning system 3.38
Tai Po Tai Wo Neighbourhood CC | Replacement of air-conditioning system 1.00
Tai Po Tai Wo Neighbourhood CC | Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 2.00

the associated equipment
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Actual

District CH/CC Project Expenditure
($ million)
Tai Po Wan Tau Tong Neighbourhood | Replacement of air-conditioning system 4.54
CC
Tai Po Wan Tau Tong Neighbourhood | Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 2.00
CC the associated equipment
Tai Po Kwong Fuk CH Replacement of air-conditioning system 1.00
Tsuen Lei Muk Shue CH Replacement of split type air-conditioner, 1.11
Wan fresh air pre-conditioner and the associated
equipment

Tuen On Ting/Yau Oi CC Replacement of air-conditioning system 3.50
Mun
Tuen Kin Sang CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit 1.29
Mun
Tuen Tai Hing CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit 1.00
Mun
Tuen Tuen Mun Town Centre CH Replacement of air-conditioning system 1.70
Mun
Tuen Tseng Choi Street CH Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 1.00
Mun the associated equipment
Yuen Long Ping CH Replacement of chiller plant, chilled water 1.00
Long pump and air-handling unit
Yuen Tin Ching CH Replacement of chiller plant, chilled water 1.00
Long pump and air-handling unit

Total 48.49
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2023-24

Actual
District CH/CC Project Expenditure
($ million)
Central & | Sai Ying Pun Community | Replacement of chiller plant and building 2.00
Western Complex management system
Central & | Sai Ying Pun Community | Replacement of fire service pump, sprinkler 0.84
Western Complex pump and the associated control box and valve
Southern | Ap Lei Chau CH, South | Upgrading of AV system 0.68
Horizons Neighbourhood CC,
Stanley CH, Lei Tung CH and
Wah Kwai CH
Kwun Kai Yip CH Replacement of AV system 0.75
Tong
Sham Shui | Cheung Sha Wan CC Replacement of chiller plant, chilled water 1.80
Po pump, air-handling unit, central control and
monitoring system and the associated
equipment
Wong Tai | Wong Tai Sin CC Replacement of air-conditioning system 0.73
Sin
Wong Tai | Wong Tai Sin CC, Choi Wan | Upgrading of AV system 3.34
Sin Estate CC, Fung Tak Estate
CC and Tung Tau CC
Wong Tai | Wong Tai Sin CC, Choi Wan | Installation of information kiosk
Sin Estate CC, Chuk Yuen Estate
CC, Fung Tak Estate CC, Tsz
Wan Shan CH, Tsz Wan Shan
(South) Estate CC and Tung
Tau CC
Yau Tsim | Henry G. Leong Yaumatei CC | Installation of LED screen and replacement of 0.70
Mong AV system
Yau Tsim | Mong Kok CH Installation of LED screen and replacement of 0.42
Mong AV system
Islands Discovery Bay CH Replacement of stage lighting system 0.93
Kwali Kwai Fong CH, Cheung Hang | Installation of LED screen 1.47
Tsing CH and Shek Lei CH
North Queens Hill CH Installation of LED screen 0.85
Sai Kung | Lohas Park CH Replacement of multi-split type air- 1.16
conditioning system, including the packaged
air-conditioner of the air-handling unit and
fresh air-handling unit and the associated ducts
Sha Tin Sun Tin Wai CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit 1.50
Tai Po Tai Wo Neighbourhood CC Replacement of air-conditioning system 3.20
Tai Po Kwong Fuk CH Replacement of air-conditioning system 1.50
Tai Po Tung Cheong Street CH Upgrading of AV system 0.78
Tsuen Princess Alexandra CC Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 1.00
Wan the associated equipment
Tsuen Shek Wai Kok CH Replacement of AV system 0.99
Wan
Tuen Mun | Butterfly Bay CC Replacement of air-conditioning system 3.00
Tuen Mun | Kin Sang CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit 1.50
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Actual

District CH/CC Project Expenditure
($ million)
Tuen Mun | Tai Hing CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit 2.50
Tuen Mun | Tseng Choi Street CH Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 2.00
the associated equipment

Yuen Long Ping CH Replacement of chiller plant, chilled water 2.00
Long pump and air-handling unit
Yuen Tin Ching CH Replacement of chiller plant, chilled water 4.00
Long pump and air-handling unit

Total 39.64
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2024-25

Actual
District CH/CC Project Expenditure
($ million)
Central & | Sai Ying Pun Community | Replacement of chiller plant and building 1.68
Western Complex management system
Central & | Sai Ying Pun Community | Replacement of fire service pump, sprinkler 0.36
Western Complex pump and the associated control box and valve
Eastern Aldrich Bay CH Replacement of air-handling unit and 0.94
accessories
Eastern Siu Sai Wan CH Replacement of air-handling unit and 1.00
accessories
Southern | Ap Lei Chau CH, South | Upgrading of AV system 2.57
Horizons  Neighbourhood
CC, Stanley CH, Lei Tung
CH and Wah Kwai CH
Southern | Ap Lei Chau CH Replacement of floor 0.66
Southern | Stanley CH Replacement of air-handling unit, fan coil unit 0.63
and accessories
Wan Chai | Leighton Hill CH Replacement of LED screen 1.12
Kwun Shun Lee Estate CC Replacement of packaged air-conditioner and 0.80
Tong the associated works
Kwun Lam Tin (East) CH Replacement of packaged air-conditioner, 0.60
Tong including noise barrier and the associated
works
Kwun Yau Tong CH Replacement of AV system 1.63
Tong
Wong Tai | Fung Tak Estate CC Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 0.52
Sin accessories
Wong Tai | Tung Tau CC Replacement of multi-split type air- 0.58
Sin conditioning unit and the associated works
Wong Tai | Tung Tau CC Replacement of compressors for chiller plants 0.34
Sin
Islands Discovery Bay CH Replacement of air-cooled chiller, air-handling 1.50
unit and fresh air-handling unit
Kwali Cheung Fat Estate CC Installation of LED screen 0.64
Tsing
North Luen Wo Hui CH Installation of LED screen 0.62
North Wo Hing CH Installation of LED screen 1.24
Sai Kung | Sai Kung Jockey Club Town | Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 0.40
Hall accessories
Sha Tin Sun Tin Wai CH Replacement of air-conditioning equipment 2.21
Tai Po Fu Shin CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit and 1.50
accessories
Tsuen Princess Alexandra CC Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 0.28
Wan the associated equipment
Tsuen Princess Alexandra CC Replacement of AV system 0.71
Wan
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Actual

District | CH/CC Project Expenditure
($ million)
Tsuen Shek Wai Kok CH Replacement of packaged air-conditioner, 2.09
Wan fresh air pre-conditioner and accessories
Tuen Butterfly Bay CC, Kin Sang | Installation of portable air-cooler 0.30
Mun CH, Leung King Estate CC,
Lung Yat CH, On Ting/Yau
Oi CC, Shan King CH, Tai
Hing CH and Tseng Choi
Street CH
Tuen Shan King CH Replacement of air-conditioning air duct, 0.68
Mun lighting installation and stage lighting system
Tuen Lung Yat CH Replacement of stage lights and accessories 0.81
Mun
Yuen Tin Fai Road CH Replacement of central battery system and 1.80
Long accessories
Yuen Tin Fai Road CH Installation of LED screen 0.60
Long
Total 28.81

Nete - Only works projects costing $200,000 or above are included.
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Annex D to Reply Serial No. HYABQ74

Major Repair and Replacement of Community Hall/Community Centre (CH/CC) Facilities
Planned for 2025-26 and the Estimated Expenditure N°t

Estimated
District CH/CC Project expenditure
($ million)
Central & | Sai Ying Pun Community Replacement of AV system 3.53
Western Complex and Kennedy Town
Community Complex

Eastern Aldrich Bay CH Replacement of air-handling unit and accessories 2.50

Eastern Siu Sai Wan CH Replacement of air-handling unit and accessories 1.09

Southern | Stanley CH Replacement of air-handling unit, fan coil unit 1.11
and accessories

Wan Chai | Leighton Hill CH Replacement of air-conditioning system and 0.99
accessories

Kwun Shun Lee Estate CC Replacement of packaged air-conditioner and the 2.50

Tong associated works

Kwun Lam Tin (East) CH Replacement of packaged air-conditioner, 2.48

Tong including noise barrier and the associated works

Sham Shui | Nam Cheong District CC Replacement of air-cooled chillers and air- 1.50

Po handling unit and the associated works

Wong Tai | Fung Tak Estate CC Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 1.80

Sin accessories

Wong Tai | Tung Tau CC Replacement of multi-split type air-conditioning 0.75

Sin unit and the associated works

Islands Discovery Bay CH Replacement of air-cooled chillers, air-handling 2.91
unit and fresh air-handling unit

Kwal Lai King CH Replacement of air-conditioning system and 2.00

Tsing accessories

Sai Kung | Sai Kung Jockey Club Town | Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 2.44

Hall accessories

Sha Tin Kwong Yuen CH Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 1.30
accessories

Sha Tin Kwong Yuen CH Replacement of stage lighting system and 0.71
accessories

Sha Tin Pok Hong CH Replacement of stage lighting system and 0.71
accessories

Sha Tin Lee On CH Replacement of emergency generator and 1.74
accessories

Tai Po Fu Heng Neighbourhood CC | Replacement of low voltage switch cabinet and 1.30
accessories

Tai Po Fu Shin CH Replacement of air-conditioning unit and 1.10
accessories

Tuen Mun | Tseng Choi Street CH Replacement of submersible pump and 1.16
accessories

Tuen Mun | Lung Yat CH Replacement of chiller plant and accessories 1.39
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Estimated

District | CH/CC Project expenditure
($ million)
Yuen Tin Fai Road CH Replacement of central battery system and 0.60
Long accessories
Yuen Tin Fai Road CH Replacement of compressors for chiller plants and 1.16
Long accessories
Total 36.77

Note - Only major works projects costing $200,000 or above are included.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO75
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0546)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational Expenses

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In 2024, the Home Affairs Department and the District Councils of the 18 districts jointly
launched the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts to roll out an array of activities with district
characteristics and traditional cultural connotations across the territory. The activities have
created a buoyant mood in the community and supported the local economy. In this
connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

What are the details of the expenditure involved in the activities of the Day x Night
Vibes @ 18 Districts since their launch, including that on venues, publicity and
materials?  What are the details of the staffing establishment for the activities,
including post titles, ranks, duties, expenditure on emoluments and other staff-related
expenditure?

What are the details of the economic benefits brought about by the activities of the Day
x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts since their launch, including the job opportunities created,
the amount of consumer spending, etc.?

What is the average visitor flow of the activities of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts
since their launch? What are the respective percentages of Hong Kong residents and
tourists?

Has the Government evaluated whether the activities of the Day x Night Vibes @
18 Districts are cost-effective?  Will the Government continue to launch related
activities in the future? If yes, what are the current preparations and the specific
timetable? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Pui-leung (LegCo internal reference no.: 8)

Reply:
A consolidated reply to the various parts of the question is as follows:
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The series of activities of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts launched in 2024 by the
18 District Offices (DOs) of the Home Affairs Department, in collaboration with the Working
Groups on Boosting Local Economy set up by the District Councils, mainly aim to provide
the public with a wide range of cultural and leisure events to showcase local diversity or
traditional cultural connotations in various districts, so as to create a buoyant mood in the
community.

The activities of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts commenced in late January last year,
and as at the first quarter of this year, more than 60 events have been organised. The
activities take various forms, including bazaar carnivals, traditional cultural events, emerging
cultural activities and entertainments as well as artwork exhibitions, musical performances
and sports experiences. The activities have successfully created a buoyant mood in the
community and have attracted many citizens to participate. The feedback received from the
stall operators has been predominantly positive, indicating high patronage and the activities’
effectiveness in promoting their businesses.

Taking individual bazaar carnivals as an example, the Kwun Tong Night Market in the Year
of Dragon held in Kwun Tong early last year attracted a cumulative total of 800 000 visitors
In 23 days. Subsequently, the Chinese New Year Bazaar in Wong Tai Sin had 114 000
visitors in 3 days; the Yuen Long Vibes Mart in Yuen Long had 120 000 visitors in 3 days;
Vespere Tuen Mun in Tuen Mun had over 120 000 visitors in 3 days; and the Urban Jam
Festival, which was held over two consecutive weekends in the bustling Causeway Bay and
featured a distinctive open-air bazaar complemented by pop music and dance performances,
attracted more than 600 000 visitors, boosting the business of merchants and creating a
buoyant mood in the neighbourhood. Stall operators of the bazaars generally expressed
satisfaction with their sales, but did not disclose their actual profits due to commercial
considerations.

Given the diverse types and nature of the series of activities of the Day x Night Vibes @
18 Districts, we do not have the footfall statistics for each of the activities and the respective
percentages of residents and tourists among the visitors. The work arising from the activities
Is absorbed within the existing resources and manpower of DOs.  Hence, a breakdown of the
expenditure involved is not available.

The 18 DOs will continue to organise an array of activities with district characteristics and
traditional cultural connotations using their existing manpower and resources to promote

community building, and publicise and promote the activities through various channels,
including websites, social platforms, district networks, etc.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO76

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2210)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In 2024, the Chief Executive announced that the Government would regularise the
establishment of the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) and increase their
funding by 50% in the next term of service. In this connection, please provide the following
information:

(@)

(b)

(©)

What is the amount of expenditure to be spent on CTs by the Government in the next
term of service? What are the reasons for the increase?

Please provide the number of times CTs offered support services and visited households
in 2024 (with a breakdown by District Council district).

In the next term of service, what measures will be taken by the Government to enhance
the provision of caring services?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Wing-yan, Joephy (LegCo internal reference no.: 8)
Reply:

(@)

As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Government will regularise the District
Services and Community Care Teams (CTs), and will increase funding amount by 50%
in the next term of service in support of their work. The expenditure involved in the
next two-year term is $678 million (i.e. $339 million per annum). The 2025-26
estimate of $319.1 million covers the funding provisions in the first and second terms
of services.

Building on the established district networks and the foundation of the caring work, CTs
will continue to strengthen and further extend their services at the district level through
the effective use of the additional resources in the next term of service. As a result,
CTs can further broaden and deepen the scope of the caring services in a flexible and
pragmatic manner, taking into account the unique local circumstances and the needs of
their sub-districts. Since CT members are all volunteers, the resources will continue
to be used for service provision to benefit members of the public.
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(b) As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and other

(©

households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other support
services such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts for the
elderly, information technology support as well as care and support services for residents
affected by incidents and emergencies, etc. A breakdown of the number of times of
support services provided and the number of households visited by CTs by District
Council district are set out at Annex.

In order to improve the effectiveness of CTs’ work in the next term, we are reviewing
various aspects of CTs, including the outcomes of service provision, resource utilisation,
publicity efforts, training and support for CTs and their members, etc., with a view to
deepening and broadening the scope of the caring services.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYABQ76

Figures on services provided by
the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) in the 18 districts

(as at 31 January 2025)
Number of times
District Number.of (_ZTs in of s.upport services Number c_)f_
sub-districts (basic home or other households visited
support services)
Central & Western 15 712 8 004
Eastern 35 3088 28 913
Southern 17 2 808 25 356
Wan Chai 13 1121 8 523

Kowloon City 25 3250 30974
Kwun Tong 40 2 507 35 200
Sham Shui Po 25 3021 21 029
Wong Tai Sin 25 1532 26 158
Yau Tsim Mong 20 1371 13 453
Islands 10 630 10673
Kwali Tsing 31 2319 32021
North 18 2428 15271
Sai Kung 29 1928 15 896
Sha Tin 41 2 392 35048
Tai Po 19 1517 11993
Tsuen Wan 19 5665 22 929
Tuen Mun 31 2978 24772
Yuen Long 39 3826 31 858
Total 452 43 093 398 071

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO77
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0138)
Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Community Building; (3) Local Environmental Improvements

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Minor Works in Rural Areas

District Councils (DCs) in the New Territories are responsible for the co-ordination and
management of minor works in rural areas. Would the Government inform this Committee
of the following:

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

Since District Officers have taken up the role of DC Chairmen, governance at the district
level is further enhanced. Will the new term of DCs in the New Territories and the
District Offices concerned review the efficiency of minor works in the rural areas in
their respective districts?

Further to the above, there are views that it takes 6 months to complete the installation
of a letterbox in rural areas. Will the Government consider reviewing whether the time
taken for individual minor works projects is reasonable, so as to meet the expectations
of the public?

Quite a number of villages have not yet successfully applied for their own village
offices. With regard to their construction applications, will the Government make
available government sites suitable for short-term use in the villages for application for
construction of village offices through inter-departmental co-ordination?

The Government allocated $4 billion to implement the Rural Planning and Improvement
Strategy Minor Works Programme in the 1990s with good results, but the programme
was then replaced by the Rural Public Works (RPW) programme, to which an annual
provision of only around $100 million is allocated and under which no land right is
granted. Does the Government have any plans to expand the ambit of the RPW
programme so as to achieve the same effectiveness as in the past?
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Asked by: Hon CHAN Yuet-ming (LegCo internal reference no.: 13)

Reply:

(a) and (b) To upgrade the infrastructure and improve the living environment in rural areas,

(©

(d)

the Home Affairs Department (HAD) launched the Rural Public Works (RPW)
programme in 1999, which provides funding for carrying out minor works to
upgrade the infrastructure and improve the living environment of the rural areas in
the New Territories. The 9 District Offices (DOs) in the New Territories collect
views from local organisations and individuals, including District Council
members, Rural Committees and villagers, through various channels with a view
to identifying minor works projects for the benefit of the local community. As at
the end of February 2025, more than 2 800 projects have been completed under
the RPW programme. The living environment and infrastructure in rural areas
have improved significantly. Generally speaking, it takes time to finalise and
implement the projects under the RPW programme, as each of them involves a lot
of preparatory work, such as conducting feasibility studies, carrying out design
work and consulting relevant stakeholders. HAD and the DOs will continue to
work proactively with the relevant departments in closely monitoring the projects,
including their progress and works schedules, with a view to implementing and
completing the projects at the soonest possible time.

Under the existing arrangement of the Lands Department, vacant government sites
are available for application for short-term tenancy (STT) by non-governmental
organisations for community, institutional or other non-profit-making purposes.
The respective District Lands Offices (DLOSs) are responsible for approving STT
applications, including those for constructing village offices. HAD will consider
the circumstances and needs of the villages concerned and provide policy support
to the relevant DLOs in respect of the STT applications for the construction of
village offices.

Given that rural planning involves relatively complicated statutory procedures and
requires considerable time to address issues like land ownership and land
resumption, projects involving land resumption are not included in the RPW
programme. This will enable HAD to improve the rural environment in a more
timely and flexible manner. Projects involving land resumption are undertaken
by other works departments.

Works projects under the RPW programme mainly aim at upgrading the
infrastructure and improving the living environment of the rural areas in the New
Territories and most of them are of a smaller scale. On 22 January 2021, the
Finance Committee of the Legislative Council approved the increase of the
financial ceiling of the delegated authority from $30 million to $50 million per
project for 21 block allocation subheads, including Subhead 7014CX - Rural
Public Works Programme, under the Capital Works Reserve Fund. Hence, works
projects with a project estimate not exceeding $50 million can be included in the
RPW programme.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO78

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0730)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) District Governance

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Please advise on the following:

(a)

(b)

details of the District Council consultations on territory-wide issues in 2024, including
the topics, consultation periods, etc.; and

the reason(s) for the decrease in the number of “liaison with owners/management bodies
of private buildings” (72 200) in 2025 as compared with that (73 216 and 77 482) in the
past 2 years.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 24)

Reply:
(a) The 18 District Offices (DOs) under the Home Affairs Department assist various policy

(b)

bureaux and departments in conducting consultations with District Councils (DCs) on
district and territory-wide issues under their purview from time to time. According to
the established practice, representatives of relevant bureaux and departments are invited
to attend the meetings of DCs or their committees to hear directly the views of DC
members, without setting a separate consultation period. In 2024, a total of 29 DC
consultations on territory-wide issues were conducted, covering various topics, namely
“Environmental Protection” (6 times), “Food and Environmental Hygiene” (5 times),
“Development Planning” (5 times), “Traffic and Transport” (5 times), “Medical and
Health Services” (3 times), “Housing Supply” (2 times), “Youth Development”
(2 times) and “Public Services” (1 time).

Building management is the responsibility of owners. The Government’s policy is to
act as a facilitator, to encourage and assist owners to form suitable organisations, such
as owners’ corporations (OCs), through multi-pronged measures, and provide
appropriate support to help them fulfil their building management responsibilities.

Generally speaking, the estimated number of “liaison with owners and management
bodies of private buildings” for each year is determined by the number of private
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buildings and management bodies in the corresponding year. The actual figure
depends on whether owners or management bodies have made requests, and whether
there are any exceptional circumstances that necessitate such actions. In 2023 and
2024, there was an increase in the numbers of “liaison with owners and management
bodies of private buildings”, primarily attributable to the need for more support in
building management (such as reconvening general meetings of OCs) from owners and
management bodies following the epidemic and the occurrence of extreme weather in
those years. DOs therefore needed to maintain a more robust relationship with
owners/management bodies of private buildings.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO79

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0731)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (1) District Governance; (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding “the three committees”, please advise on the following:

(@)

(b)

the respective number of times that non-standing departments were invited to meetings
by “the three committees”, and the attendances of these departments upon invitation in
2024, with a breakdown by the 18 districts; and

how to ensure the non-standing departments will attend, upon invitation, the meetings
of “the three committees” as far as possible to listen to the views of district
representatives.

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 25)

Reply:
(@) There are one to several Area Committee(s) (AC(s)), a District Fight Crime Committee

(DFCC) and a District Fire Safety Committee (DFSC) (collectively referred to as “the
three committees™) in each district. They play an important bridging role between the
district and the Government. Each committee offers valuable advice to the District
Office (DO) concerned according to its respective purview.

ACs are responsible for promoting public participation in district affairs, advising on
and assisting in the organisation of community involvement activities and the
implementation of government-sponsored initiatives, and advising on local issues that
affect the respective districts. Given the broad range of items for discussion in the
meetings, in addition to the standing departments of ACs, such as the Hong Kong Police
Force (HKPF), the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, and the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department, representatives of relevant non-standing
departments are also invited to the meetings from time to time depending on the issues
under discussion.

DFCCs play an important role in fighting crime by reviewing the situation at district
level and reflecting community concerns about law and order issues. The standing
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departments of DFCCs mainly include the HKPF, the Independent Commission Against
Corruption, the Social Welfare Department and the Education Bureau. Besides,
DFCCs work closely with the Correctional Services Department (a non-standing
department) by, for example, jointly organising district activities in the 18 districts to
disseminate the message of supporting rehabilitated offenders. Depending on the
issues of public concern in the districts, the representatives of the relevant non-standing
departments will be invited to the meetings of DFCCs.

DFSCs actively promote fire prevention and other building safety issues, conduct public
education and publicity work on fire prevention and building safety in the districts, as
well as promote and assist in organising fire drills in co-operation with owners’
corporations. The standing departments of DFSCs include departments related to fire
safety, such as the Fire Services Department, the HKPF, the Buildings Department, the
Housing Department, the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, etc. It is
generally not necessary to invite other departments to the meetings.

The respective number of times that non-standing departments were invited to meetings
of the ACs and the DFCCs of the 18 districts, and the attendances of these departments
upon invitation in 2024 are as follows:

District — AC — bFCC
Invitation Attendance Invitation Attendance

Central & Western 0 0 0 0
Eastern 0 0 0 0
Southern 7 2 0 0
Wan Chai 0 0 1 1
Kowloon City 14 4 0 0
Kwun Tong 1 0 0 0
Sham Shui Po 2 1 0 0
Wong Tai Sin 1 0 0 0
Yau Tsim Mong 1 1 2 2
Islands 6 4 0 0
Kwai Tsing 11 5 1 1
North 25 18 0 0
Sai Kung 2 2 1 1
Sha Tin 2 1 1
Tai Po 21 17 1 1
Tsuen Wan 4 3 1 1
Tuen Mun 22 15 1 1
Yuen Long 9 5 1 1

Total: 128 79 10 10
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(b)

In general, non-standing departments would be happy to attend meetings of “the three
committees” upon invitation to listen to the views of members, and will provide
discussion papers for discussion in the meetings. When necessary, DOs would
encourage the representatives of non-standing departments to attend the meetings of “the
three committees”, and actively participate in the discussion and listen to the views. If
the representatives of the non-standing departments are unable to attend the meetings
due to other commitments, the DO concerned will assist in relaying members’ views
expressed in the meetings to the relevant non-standing departments for consideration.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO080

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0732)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs), please advise:

(a)
(b)

on the staff establishment involved in providing support for CTs;

whether the relevant departments will consider taking proactive actions to invite CTs to
book the multi-purpose halls in community halls and community centres for provision
of more caring services, with rental charges waived, given that there is room for
increasing the utilisation rate of these venues?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 26)
Reply:

(@)

(b)

The Home Affairs Department has been using the existing resources to undertake the
work relating to the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) since 2022-23.
A total of 26 civil service posts were created in 2023-24 and 2024-25, including
25 timedimited posts, and 1 permanent post which was created in 2024-25. The
25 time-limited posts mentioned above will be retained for the period from 2025-26 to
2027-28 to support the work relating to CTs.

Regarding the use of facilities in community halls and community centres (CHs/CCs),
District Offices (DOs) have drawn up a set of guidelines and conditions having regard
to local circumstances. For instance, DOs can determine the number of hours of each
booking session for using CHs/CCs facilities, the booking priority given to different
types of organisations, etc. according to district needs.

CTs, which are district organisations recognised by the Government, can submit
applications directly to the DOs concerned for the purpose of organising activities in
CHs/CCs. DOs will actively support CTs in the provision of caring services. As the
activities organised by CTs are non-profit making, they would be granted full exemption
from charges for using the facilities under the existing mechanism.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0733)

Head:

Subhead (No. & title):

Programme:

Controlling Officer:

Director of Bureau:

Question:

(63) Home Affairs Department

(-) Not Specified

Reply Serial No.

HYABO081

(3) Local Environmental Improvements

Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Please provide in the following tables the details of the Rural Public Works and District Minor
Works projects since 2023:

2023

18 districts

Project
description

Specific
location

(Actual/expected)
project duration

(Actual/estimated)
expenditure

Initiator
(department/
residents/
District Council
member(s)/
other parties)

2024

18 districts

Project
description

Specific
location

(Actual/expected)
project duration

(Actual/estimated)
expenditure

Initiator
(department/
residents/
District Council
member(s)/
other parties)

2025

18 districts

Project
description

Specific
location

(Actual/expected)
project duration

(Actual/estimated)
expenditure

Initiator
(department/
residents/
District Council
member(s)/
other parties)
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Asked by: Hon CHAN Yung (LegCo internal reference no.: 27)

Reply:

The Home Affairs Department provides funding for carrying out minor works to improve the
infrastructure, living environment and hygienic conditions of the 18 districts across the
territory (including rural areas) through the Rural Public Works (RPW) programme and the
District Minor Works (DMW) programme. District Offices collect views from District
Council members, Rural Committees, local organisations and relevant stakeholders through
various channels, with a view to identifying minor works projects for the benefit of the local
community.

On 14 February 2025, the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council approved the
allocations, including those for the RPW programme and the DMW programme, under the
Capital Works Reserve Fund Block Allocations for the 2025-26 financial year. Works
projects included in the RPW programme and the DMW programme from the 2023-24
financial year to the 2025-26 financial year are set out in the Full List of Items Proposed to
be Funded by Capital Works Reserve Fund Block Allocations. For details, please refer to
the following webpages:

(2025-26 financial year)
https://www.legco.qov.hk/yr2025/chinese/fc/pwsc/papers/pwsc20250122pwsc-5-2-ec.pdf

(2024-25 financial year)
https://www.legco.qov.hk/yr2024/english/fc/pwsc/papers/pwsc20240221 pwsc-14-1-ec.pdf

(2023-24 financial year)
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2023/english/fc/pwsc/papers/pwsc20230118pwsc-4-1-ec.pdf

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO082
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0815)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational expenses

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

As stated in the Budget, last year the Chief Executive announced that the Government would
regularise the establishment of District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) and
increase their funding by 50% in the next term of service. In this connection, would the
Government inform this Committee of the following:

Since the regularisation of CTs in 2023:

(@)
(b)

(©)

How many households actually benefitted from the visits by CTs approximately?

What are the major types of support services (such as emergency assistance, daily caring
service, etc.) and the respective number of services provided at large?

Regarding the total expenditure, what is the approximate amount of funding support that
has been spent to subsidise CTs for the provision of services? What are the
approximate administrative and management costs (such as personnel emoluments, cost
for renting office premises and venues, etc.)?

Regarding the CTs programme in 2025-26:

(@)

(b)

(©)

What is the approximate number of CT members expected to participate in the provision
of services? What is the estimated number of target households planned to be covered?

What are the estimated total expenditure and the estimated amount of additional funding
involved? What is the approximate amount or the respective percentage of funding for
other items (such as staff training cost, material procurement cost, etc.)?

What are the specific measures (such as application of technology, inter-departmental
collaboration, etc.) planned to be adopted for service enhancement?
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Asked by: Hon CHEN Chung-nin, Rock (LegCo internal reference no.: 5)

Reply:
A consolidated reply to the various parts of the question is as follows:

The Government delineates the 18 districts into 452 sub-districts, with 1 District Services and
Community Care Team (CT) providing services for each sub-district, covering households
across all of the 18 districts in the territory. CTs are organisation-based. Each CT consists
of around 8 to 12 members, all of whom serve as volunteers. There are about 5000 CT
members across the 18 districts. In addition, CTs may mobilise individuals who are not
team members (such as other members of the organisation, local residents, etc.) to participate
in their work as volunteers depending on the needs of individual activities.

As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and other
households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other support services
such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts for the elderly, information
technology support as well as care and support services for residents affected by incidents and
emergencies, etc. In addition, about 23 000 district-level activities, such as integration
activities, exhibitions on national security education, etc., were organised. CTs have swiftly
mobilised members and volunteers to attend to the needs of affected individuals and provide
them with appropriate assistance during emergencies such as the fire at New Lucky House on
Jordan Road, the massive power cut in Wong Tai Sin, the emergency water outage in the
Tung Chung New Town and rural areas, and other such incidents.

The formation of CTs aims to consolidate community resources to care for the community.
The Government has been providing some of the CT’s resources. The amount of the
Government funding for each CT in the first term of the two-year funding agreement ranges
from $0.8 million to $1.2 million. In addition to the resources provided by the Government,
CTs make use of the internal resources of the operating organisations, along with sponsorship
in cash and donations, to provide caring services for local residents.

As regards administrative costs, CTs may reserve not more than 15% of the Government’s
funding to cover the administrative overheads (such as the costs of auditing the annual and
final accounts of CTs).

As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Government will regularise CTs, and will
increase funding amount by 50% in the next term of service in support of their work. The
expenditure involved in the next two-year term is $678 million (i.e. $339 million per annum).
The 2025-26 estimate of $319.1 million covers the funding provisions in the first and second
terms of services.

Building on the established district networks and the foundation of the caring work, CTs will
continue to strengthen and further extend their services at the district level through the
effective use of the additional resources in the next term of service. As a result, CTs can
further broaden and deepen the scope of the caring services in a flexible and pragmatic
manner, taking into account the unique local circumstances and the needs of their sub-
districts. Since CT members are all volunteers, the resources will continue to be used for
service provision to benefit members of the public.
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The Government is working on the development of the Care Team Community Resources
Management Platform in order to assist CTs in the management and reporting of various
services and activities. The application is expected to commence trial operations on a

limited scale in the first half of 2025, with a target to roll out for the use of all CTs in the
second term of the funding agreement.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO083
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2375)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the management of “three-nil” buildings, would the Government inform this
Committee of the following:

(a)
(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

the number of “three-nil” buildings in each district in the past 3 years;

the number of requests received for assistance in building management involving
“three-nil” buildings in each of the past 3 years and the progress of handling them;

the outcomes of the implementation of the Building Management Professional Advisory
Service Scheme over the past 3 years;

the outcomes of the implementation of the Resident Liaison Ambassador Scheme over
the past 3 years;

the estimated expenditure and manpower involved in the implementation of the pilot
scheme on “joint property management”;

the estimated number of “three-nil” buildings to be covered by the property management
services provided under the pilot scheme on “joint property management”.

Asked by: Hon CHENG Wing-shun, Vincent (LegCo internal reference no.: 34)
Reply:

(@)

According to the information obtained by the Home Affairs Department (HAD), the
numbers of “three-nil” buildings (i.e. buildings which do not have any owners’
corporation (OC) or any form of residents’ organisation and do not engage any property
management company (PMC), but excluding those that are under single ownership and
can be self-managed) in Hong Kong in the past 3 years were 2 943, 3097, and 3 067
respectively. A breakdown by district is set out at Annex.
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

HAD received 3736, 3346, and 4 427 enquiries on building management and
maintenance respectively in the past 3 years. We do not have a statistical breakdown
of the number of requests for assistance received in respect of “three-nil” buildings.

To enhance the support for owners of “three-nil” buildings, HAD implemented a pilot
scheme under the Building Management Professional Advisory Service Scheme
(BMPASS pilot scheme) in 2022 by inviting local organisations/non-governmental
organisations with experience in building management or related fields to reach out to
owners of “three-nil” buildings and to encourage and assist them in forming OCs. The
BMPASS pilot scheme was implemented between June 2022 and June 2024 in 9 districts
with a relatively large number of “three-nil” buildings, including Sham Shui Po, Tsuen
Wan, the Central & Western, Eastern, Wan Chai, Kowloon City, Yau Tsim Mong, North
and Tai Po Districts, reaching out to about 690 “three-nil” buildings in total. = With the
assistance of the BMPASS pilot scheme, 101 OCs were formed, 62 OCs procured third
party risks insurance and 1 000 Resident Liaison Ambassadors (RLAS) were recruited.
Since the BMPASS pilot scheme was proven effective and garnered widespread support
from users and the community, HAD continued the implementation of the BMPASS in
July 2024 for a period of 3 years to cover all “three-nil” buildings in the 18 districts
across the territory.  As at December 2024, 22 OCs were formed, 8 OCs procured third
party risks insurance and 166 RLAs were recruited with the assistance of the scheme.

To assist owners of old buildings in enhancing building management, HAD has been
implementing the RLA Scheme since 2011 to recruit owners or residents of “three-nil”
buildings aged 30 years or above as RLAs. The scheme seeks to establish a resident
liaison network, facilitate residents’ discussion and handling of daily building
management matters, and assist government departments in liaising with residents and
promoting the message of effective building management. As at December 2024,
670 OCs were formed with RLAs’ involvement. About 2 220 RLAs are currently
living in “three-nil” buildings.

The Government has earmarked about $7 million to implement a pilot scheme on “joint
property management” (pilot scheme). The funding will be used for the purposes of
engaging non-governmental organisations, promoting the pilot scheme and meeting the
relevant administrative costs. HAD will undertake the co-ordination work arising from
the implementation of the pilot scheme with its existing manpower.

The pilot scheme seeks to encourage and facilitate owners of “three-nil” buildings and
old single-block buildings to reach a consensus on adopting the “joint property
management” model on a trial basis so that the management fees can be apportioned and
they will be able to receive basic property management services at a more affordable
cost, thereby improving their living environment. The success of the pilot scheme
hinges on the owners’ recognition of the necessity for proper building management and
the attainment of consensus among owners of different buildings on jointly hiring a
single PMC. We will proactively publicise the benefits of the “joint property
management” model, while remaining mindful that the challenges associated with the
implementation of the pilot scheme must not be underestimated. Given that the
scheme will be implemented on a trial basis and requires the attainment of consensus
among the owners concerned, we do not find it appropriate to project an estimated
number of participating buildings.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB083

Number of “three-nil” buildings by district #

Number of “three-nil” buildings *

District Year 2022 Year 2023 Year 2024
(as at December 2022) | (as at December 2023) | (as at December 2024)
Central & Western 393 366 355
Eastern 73 66 64
Southern 68 68 65
Wan Chai 193 195 182
Kowloon City 341 333 322
Kwun Tong 20 25 24
Yau Tsim Mong 386 382 368
Sham Shui Po 393 380 369
Wong Tai Sin 49 52 52
Islands 12 13 13
Sai Kung 115 183 188
Tai Po 234 281 282
Tsuen Wan 67 67 63
Yuen Long 235 231 273
Sha Tin 3 24 22
Tuen Mun 36 102 107
North 315 317 312
Kwai Tsing 10 12 6
Total 2943 3097 3067

# Figures are derived from information collected by staff of the Home Affairs Department during

day-to-day contact.

* Excluding “three-nil” buildings that are under single ownership and can be self-managed.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB084
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1703)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau provides resources annually for application by local
organisations to support them in organising various projects. However, these organisations
often experience personnel changes due to the expiration of terms of office or other factors.
In this connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

(@)

(b)

(©)

In vetting funding applications from organisations, apart from making reference to their
previous applications, will the Government also take into consideration the background,
profile and capability of the management staff of the organisations before making
decisions? If yes, please advise the details. If no, please give reasons.

In the past 3 years, has the Government rejected any funding applications after taking
into account the capability of the management staff of the organisation? If yes, please
advise the details.

It is learnt that there are cases of prolonged delay of payment to contractors by some
organisations after hiring them to organise activities. However, the contractors
concerned refrained from taking legal actions, due to their affiliation with the
Government, the amount of payment involved, or other considerations. Regarding
such organisations and their behaviours, does the Government have any handling and
reporting mechanisms in place to prevent providing further funding to them?

Asked by: Hon CHU Kwok-keung (LegCo internal reference no.: 17)

Reply:
(a) and (b) The Home Affairs Department (HAD) implements the Community Involvement

Programme (CIP) to provide funding for community involvement initiatives in
various districts to promote community building. In vetting an application for
funding under CIP from a local organisation, the District Office (DO) will, based
on the relevant vetting criteria, which include not only the applicant’s track record
and its experience, capability, resources and knowledge in organising relevant
activities, but also the nature and feasibility of the proposed project, make a holistic
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(©)

assessment on whether the application should be approved. HAD does not have
relevant statistical information on the various grounds for rejecting funding
applications.

If a grantee fails to submit the final report, certified official receipts and other
relevant documents to the DO within a reasonable period of time upon completion
of the project for reimbursement, the DO may consider rejecting the
reimbursement claims and/or demanding from the grantee an immediate return of
all or part of the payment previously made to the grantee. In vetting a new
funding application, the DO will also take into account the applicant’s track record
in implementing previous projects.  If the track record of a particular organisation
is unsatisfactory, its application will be accorded a lower priority or rejected.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO085

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1139)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) Local Environmental Improvements

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Local Public Works (Maintenance) (LPW(M)) projects in 2024
Expenditure: The actual expenditure in 2024 was $38.7 million.
Number of projects completed: The actual number of projects completed in 2024 was 96.

Comparing with the estimates for 2025:

Expenditure: The estimated expenditure in 2025 is $33.5 million, about 13.4% lower than the
actual expenditure in 2024.

Number of projects completed: The estimated number of projects to be completed in 2025 is
100, slightly higher than the actual number of projects completed in 2024.

Question: What are the key performance indicators set for LPW(M) projects in 2024? How
do they compare with the estimates for 2025?

Asked by: Hon HO Kwan-yiu, Junius (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:

The Home Affairs Department uses the provision under Local Public Works (Maintenance)
(LPW(M)) to carry out maintenance of local public works in rural areas of the New Territories
and emergency repairs resulting from natural disasters.  The limit on the expenditure on each
project is $10 million.

The maintenance works cover facilities provided under minor works programmes in the past,
such as paving, footpaths and drainage facilities, while the emergency repairs include road
and drain clearance works necessitated by extreme weather, such as typhoons and rainstorms,
which causes fallen trees and flooding. As annual works expenditure varies according to
factors like the conditions of the local facilities, the needs of the local community and the
weather conditions, no key performance indicators regarding the number of projects or their
implementation were set for LPW(M) projects.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HY AB086
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1146)

Head:

(63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational Expenses

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The formation of District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) seeks to consolidate
community resources and forces to support the Government’s district work and strengthen
district networks. As of the end of 2024, CTs in the 18 districts have basically been in full
operation for 12 months. In this connection, would the Government inform this Committee
of the following:

(@) Regarding their work last year, how many CTs achieved 80% or above of the overall
performance indicators as required for the year, and its proportion to the total number
of CTs?

(b) Will the Government consider evaluating and comparing the performance of CTs and
awarding those with outstanding performance, so as to achieve better promotion and
motivation effect? If not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon HO Kwan-yiu, Junius (LegCo internal reference no.: 17)

Reply:

(a) and (b) To ensure that the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) provide

adequate services for residents of the sub-districts, the Government has set key
performance indicators (KPIs) on a two-year basis. These include the setting up
of communication channels and liaison networks for residents of the sub-districts
to contact CTs, regular visits to or contact with elderly households and other
households in need in the sub-districts, and the provision of home or other support
services to those in need at the sub-district level. At present, CTs are making
good progress in the provision of services in accordance with these KPIs.

As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and
other households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other
support services such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts
for the elderly, information technology support as well as care and support services
for residents affected by incidents and emergencies, etc. In addition, about
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23 000 district-level activities, such as integration activities, exhibitions on
national security education, etc., were organised. CTs have swiftly mobilised
members and volunteers to attend to the needs of affected individuals and provide
them with appropriate assistance during emergencies such as the fire at New Lucky
House on Jordan Road, the massive power cut in Wong Tai Sin, the emergency
water outage in the Tung Chung New Town and rural areas, and other such
incidents.

The Government is collating all information on the performance of all CTs in a
holistic manner, so as to assess whether the work of CTs has met the KPIs and
achieved the expected outcomes.  We will draw experience from the
implementation of the first term of service upon collation of such information and
make arrangements for the next term.

To show appreciation for CTs, including the team members, volunteers and
partnering organisations, for their selfless devotion, and to share their good stories
and good deeds in providing caring services with their peers and the public, the
Home Affairs Department has launched the Care Team Commendation Scheme
(CTCS). A sharing session entitled “Good People + Good Deeds” of CTs will be
held under CTCS in the first half of 2025. During the session, heartfelt,
inspirational and exemplary stories of CTs which can serve as models for their
peers will be shared.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO87
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0519)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned that the Department’s work in 2025-26 will include the implementation of a
pilot scheme on joint property management in selected areas. Please inform this Committee
of the following:

(a)
(b)

What is the specific amount of government expenditure on the scheme?

Has the Government assessed the social and economic benefits that may be brought
about by the scheme, such as the outcomes to be achieved in terms of streamlining
procedures, reducing manpower costs and helping minority owners and owners’
corporations? If such an assessment has been made, what are the details?

Asked by: Hon LAM Siu-lo, Andrew (LegCo internal reference no.: 36)
Reply:

(@)

(b)

The Government has earmarked about $7 million to implement a pilot scheme on “joint
property management” (pilot scheme). The funding will be used for the purposes of
engaging non-governmental organisations, promoting the pilot scheme and meeting the
relevant administrative costs.

It has all along been the Government’s policy objective to assist building owners in
fulfilling their responsibilities in building management. For some old single-block
buildings, owners encountered difficulties in engaging professional property
management companies (PMCs) on their own to assist with day-to-day building
management due to the small number of units in the buildings and the lack of adequate
financial resources. In view of this, the Home Affairs Department (HAD) will launch
a pilot scheme to engage non-governmental organisations with extensive district
networks and experience in building management or related fields to encourage and
facilitate owners of “three-nil” buildings and old single-block buildings in selected areas
to reach a consensus on jointly hiring a single PMC to manage their buildings so that
the management fees can be apportioned. HAD anticipates that building owners
joining the pilot scheme will be able to receive basic property management services at
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a more affordable cost, thereby improving their living environment. The successful
implementation of the pilot scheme will set a good example for other buildings owners
to organise on their own initiative and adopt the “joint property management” model by
engaging professional PMCs to assist with day-to-day building management. HAD
will assess the effectiveness of the pilot scheme according to the outcomes of its
implementation and feedback from participating owners.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO088

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0520)

Head:

(63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In 2025-26, the Government will strengthen funding support for the District Services and
Community Care Teams (CTs) in the next term of service and continue to monitor the work
of CTs and their progress in meeting the key performance indicators (KPIs). Please inform
this Committee of the following:

(a) What is the status of achieving the KPIs, broken down by type of service, since the
establishment of CTs?

(b) What was the amount of money involved in the services provided or activities organised
by each CT, broken down by the 18 districts? Please specify the activity or service
that received the most funding support.

Asked by: Hon LAM Siu-lo, Andrew (LegCo internal reference no.: 37)

Reply:

() and (b) To ensure that the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) provide

adequate services for residents of the sub-districts, the Government has set key
performance indicators (KPIs) on a two-year basis. These include the setting up
of communication channels and liaison networks for residents of the sub-districts
to contact CTs, regular visits to or contact with elderly households and other
households in need in the sub-districts, and the provision of home or other support
services to those in need at the sub-district level. At present, CTs are making
good progress in the provision of services in accordance with these KPIs.

As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and
other households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other
support services such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts
for the elderly, information technology support as well as care and support services
for residents affected by incidents and emergencies, etc. In addition, about
23 000 district-level activities, such as integration activities, exhibitions on
national security education, etc., were organised. CTs have swiftly mobilised
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members and volunteers to attend to the needs of affected individuals and provide
them with appropriate assistance during emergencies such as the fire at New Lucky
House on Jordan Road, the massive power cut in Wong Tai Sin, the emergency
water outage in the Tung Chung New Town and rural areas, and other such
incidents.

The KPIs of CTs encompass community care, assistance in emergencies and the
provision of supplementary services. At the initial stage of the establishment of
CTs, the KPIs include establishing communication channels for CTs in the
sub-districts, widely publicising these communication channels and services of
CTs to residents of the sub-districts, and establishing liaison networks to reach out
to at least 15% of the households of the sub-districts within 1 year from the funding
agreement’s effective date. CTs have successfully achieved all these KPIs.
Besides, CTs are making ongoing efforts in conducting visits and providing home
or other support services. They will also continue to offer assistance in the event
of emergencies, according to local circumstances, and provide supplementary
services in accordance with the terms of the funding agreements.

The formation of CTs aims to consolidate community resources to care for the
community. In addition to government funding, CTs make use of internal
resources of the operating organisations, along with other sponsorship and
donations, to provide caring services for local residents. Where appropriate, new
funding sources will be sought for service provision. As at early March 2025, the
Government has disbursed about $270 million to CTs. A breakdown of the
funding allocated to CTs in each of the 18 districts is set out at Annex. We do
not maintain statistics on the breakdown of the expenditure for each of the service
areas by district.

In order to improve the effectiveness of CTs’ work in the next term, we are
reviewing various aspects of CTs, including the outcomes of service provision,
resource utilisation, publicity efforts, training and support for CTs and their
members, etc., with a view to deepening and broadening the scope of the caring
services.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HY AB088

Amount of funding disbursed to

the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)

(as at early March 2025)

District Amount of fun_di_ng disbursed”
($ million)
Central & Western 9.20
Eastern 19.94
Southern 10.36
Wan Chai 7.79
Kowloon City 15.00
Kwun Tong 23.80
Yau Tsim Mong 12.00
Sham Shui Po 15.00
Wong Tai Sin 15.00
Islands 5.88
Sai Kung 16.39
Tai Po 11.35
Tsuen Wan 14.20
Yuen Long 22.67
Sha Tin 21.72
Tuen Mun 18.50
North 8.67
Kwai Tsing 18.62
Total 266.09

The table sets out the amount of funding disbursed by the Government to CTs in each
district as at early March 2025. The figures are subject to change given the ongoing

disbursement of funding throughout the remainder of 2024-25.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO089

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2387)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Since the launch of the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs), they have paid
visits to about 390 000 households and provided around 43 000 times of support services. It
Is mentioned in paragraph 205 of the Budget Speech that the Government will further enhance
the provision of caring services. In this connection, would the Government inform this
Committee of the following:

With regard to the 390 000 households to which CTs have reached out, what is the breakdown
by the 18 districts?

The Government has indicated that the performance indicators for CTs are set based on the
local circumstances of individual districts. What are the specific details of the performance
indicators?  Are there any indicators, such as the number of visits paid to residents,
commonly applicable to various CTs?

What is the nature of the approximately 43 000 times of support services provided by CTs?
What is the Government’s direction of enhancing the provision of services under the CTs
programme?

Asked by: Hon LAM So-wai (LegCo internal reference no.: 16)

Reply:

To ensure that the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) provide adequate
services for residents of the sub-districts, the Government has set key performance indicators
(KPIs) on a two-year basis. These include the setting up of communication channels and
liaison networks for residents of the sub-districts to contact CTs, regular visits to or contact
with elderly households and other households in need in the sub-districts, and the provision
of home or other support services to those in need at the sub-district level. At present, CTs
are making good progress in the provision of services in accordance with these KPIs.

As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and other
households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other support services
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such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts for the elderly, information
technology support as well as care and support services for residents affected by incidents and
emergencies, etc. A breakdown of the number of households visited by CTs by District
Council district is set out at Annex.

The KPIs of CTs encompass community care, assistance in emergencies and the provision of
supplementary services. At the initial stage of the establishment of CTs, the KPIs include
establishing communication channels for CTs in the sub-districts, widely publicising these
communication channels and services of CTs to residents of the sub-districts, and establishing
liaison networks to reach out to at least 15% of the households of the sub-districts within
1 year from the funding agreement’s effective date. CTs have successfully achieved all
these KPIs. Besides, CTs are making ongoing efforts in conducting visits and providing
home or other support services. They will also continue to offer assistance in the event of
emergencies, according to local circumstances, and provide supplementary services in
accordance with the terms of the funding agreements.

In order to improve the effectiveness of CTs’ work in the next term, we are reviewing various
aspects of CTs, including the outcomes of service provision, resource utilisation, publicity
efforts, training and support for CTs and their members, etc., with a view to deepening and
broadening the scope of the caring services.
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Number of households visited by

Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB089

the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)

(as at 31 January 2025)

Number of CTs in

Number of households

District sub-districts visited

Central & Western 15 8 004
Eastern 35 28 913
Southern 17 25 356

Wan Chai 13 8 523
Kowloon City 25 30974
Kwun Tong 40 35 200
Sham Shui Po 25 21029
Wong Tai Sin 25 26 158
Yau Tsim Mong 20 13 453
Islands 10 10 673
Kwai Tsing 31 32021
North 18 15271

Sai Kung 29 15 896
Sha Tin 41 35048
Tai Po 19 11993
Tsuen Wan 19 22 929
Tuen Mun 31 24772
Yuen Long 39 31 858
Total 452 398 071

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO090

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1390)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in the Budget that the Government will further enhance and promote caring
services. In this connection, please advise this Committee on the following:

(a)

(b)

(©)

What are the actual amount of funding support for 2024-25 and the estimated
expenditure for 2025-26 for each District Services and Community Care Team (CT)
with regard to the 452 CTs set up in the 18 districts across the territory?

In 2024, the Home Affairs Department (HAD) set up 2 additional support service centres
for ethnic minorities (EM centres) and an Ethnic Minority Care Team in each of the
10 EM centres. What were the expenditure and staff establishment involved?

What were the total number of household visits made and the number of support services
provided by CTs in 2024-25? How did HAD monitor the performance of CTs? How
were the key performance indicators set for each CT?

Asked by: Hon LAU Ip-keung, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 26)
Reply:

(@)

The formation of the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) aims to
consolidate community resources to care for the community. The Government has
been providing some of the CTs’ resources. The amount of the Government funding
for each CT in the first term of the two-year service agreement ranges from $0.8 million
to $1.2 million. In addition to the resources provided by the Government, CTs make
use of the internal resources of the operating organisations, along with sponsorship in
cash and donations, to provide caring services for local residents.

As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Government will regularise CTs, and will
increase funding amount by 50% in the next term of service in support of their work.
The expenditure involved in the next two-year term is $678 million (i.e. $339 million
per annum). The 2025-26 estimate of $319.1 million covers the funding provisions in
the first and second terms of services.
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(b) To further facilitate the integration of ethnic minorities (EMs) into the community,

(©)

starting from 2024-25, the Home Affairs Department (HAD) has set up 2 additional
support service centres for ethnic minorities (EM centres), 1 in Kowloon City and 1 in
Sha Tin, thus increasing the total number of EM centres to 10; and 1 Ethnic Minority
Care Team (EM Care Team) in each of the EM centres. Each EM Care Team is led by
1 social worker, and 2 programme workers who are familiar with the languages and
cultures of EMs. EMs will also be recruited as volunteers. The revised estimated
expenditure on the 2 measures mentioned above is $26.92 million for 2024-25, and the
estimated expenditure is $30.57 million for 2025-26 and each year thereafter.

To ensure that CTs provide adequate services for residents of the sub-districts, the
Government has set key performance indicators (KPIs) on a two-year basis. These
include the setting up of communication channels and liaison networks for residents of
the sub-districts to contact CTs, regular visits to or contact with elderly households and
other households in need in the sub-districts, and the provision of home or other support
services to those in need at the sub-district level. At present, CTs are making good
progress in the provision of services in accordance with these KPIs.

As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and other
households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other support
services such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts for the
elderly, information technology support as well as care and support services for residents
affected by incidents and emergencies, etc. In addition, about 23 000 district-level
activities, such as integration activities, exhibitions on national security education, etc.,
were organised. CTs have swiftly mobilised members and volunteers to attend to the
needs of affected individuals and provide them with appropriate assistance during
emergencies such as the fire at New Lucky House on Jordan Road, the massive power
cut in Wong Tai Sin, the emergency water outage in the Tung Chung New Town and
rural areas, and other such incidents.

To monitor the progress of the work of CTs, the operating organisation of each CT is
required to submit to the Government a progress report on the work of its CT every
6 months, as well as an annual report covering the CT’s work and financial details,
including the annual audited account prepared by an independent certified public
accountant. District Offices monitor the work of CTs on a regular basis, including
deploying staff to conduct visits or attend their activities or services to evaluate the
effectiveness of their services, and review the progress on the services provided
according to their proposed service plans.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB091
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2448)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home Affairs Department set up 452 District Services and Community Care Teams
(CTs) in the 18 districts in 2023 with a view to supporting the Government’s district work
and strengthening community network. In this connection, would the Government inform
this Committee of the following:

(@)

(b)

(d)

(€)

What is the amount of funding support provided for CTs by district each year since their
setting up?

What are the Government’s manpower and expenditure involved in supporting the work
relating to CTs each year since their setting up?

What are the current number of members of CTs in each district, and their ratio to the
local population?

Has the Government evaluated the effectiveness of CTs? If yes, what are the details?
If no, what are the reasons?

In 2025-26, will the Government explore the introduction of new CT services? If yes,
what are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEE Hoey Simon (LegCo internal reference no.: 12)
Reply:

(a)

The formation of District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) aims to
consolidate community resources to care for the community. In addition to
government funding, CTs make use of internal resources of the operating
organisations, along with other sponsorship and donations, to provide caring
services for local residents. Where appropriate, new funding sources will be
sought for service provision. As at early March 2025, the Government has
disbursed about $270 million to CTs. A breakdown of the funding allocated to
CTs in each of the 18 districts is set out in Annex A.
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(b) The Home Affairs Department has been using the existing resources to undertake
the work relating to CTs since 2022-23. A total of 26 civil service posts were
created from 2023-24 to 2024-25, including 25 time-limited posts, and 1
permanent post which was created in 2024-25. The 25 time-limited posts
mentioned above will be retained for the period from 2025-26 to 2027-28 to
support the work relating to CTs, incurring an average annual expenditure of about
$24 million.

(c) The Government delineates the 18 districts into 452 sub-districts, with 1 CT
providing services for each sub-district, covering households across all of the
18 districts in the territory. CTs are organisation-based. Each CT consists of
around 8 to 12 members, all of whom serve as volunteers. There are about 5 000
CT members across the 18 districts. In addition, CTs may mobilise individuals
who are not team members (such as other members of the organisation, local
residents, etc.) to participate in their work as volunteers depending on the needs of
individual activities.

The current number of members of CTs in each district is set out in Annex B.

(d) and (e) In order to improve the effectiveness of CTs’ work in the next term, we are
reviewing various aspects of CTs, including the outcomes of service provision,
resource utilisation, publicity efforts, training and support for CTs and their
members, etc., with a view to deepening and broadening the scope of the caring
services.
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Annex A to Reply Serial No. HYAB091

Amount of funding disbursed to
the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)
(as at early March 2025)

District Amount of fun.di.ng disbursed”
($ million)
Central & Western 9.20
Eastern 19.94
Southern 10.36
Wan Chai 7.79
Kowloon City 15.00
Kwun Tong 23.80
Yau Tsim Mong 12.00
Sham Shui Po 15.00
Wong Tai Sin 15.00
Islands 5.88
Sai Kung 16.39
Tai Po 11.35
Tsuen Wan 14.20
Yuen Long 22.67
Sha Tin 21.72
Tuen Mun 18.50
North 8.67
Kwai Tsing 18.62
Total 266.09

The table sets out the amount of funding disbursed by the Government to CTs in each
district as at early March 2025. The figures are subject to change given the ongoing
disbursement of funding throughout the remainder of 2024-25.
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Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYAB091

Number of members of
the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)

District Number of CT members
Central & Western 175
Eastern 403
Southern 190
Wan Chai 153
Kowloon City 263
Kwun Tong 416
Sham Shui Po 291
Wong Tai Sin 280
Yau Tsim Mong 229
Islands 113
Kwai Tsing 343
Tsuen Wan 223
North 202
Sai Kung 330
Sha Tin 475
Tai Po 221
Tuen Mun 337
Yuen Long 448
Total 5092
- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABQ092

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0809)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Last year, the Home Affairs Department, the District Offices of the 18 districts and the
respective District Councils (DCs) jointly rolled out a series of activities with district
characteristics and traditional cultural connotations under the theme of Day x Night Vibes @
18 Districts. In this connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the
following:

® Please provide a breakdown by DC district on the names, types, dates and venues of the
activities, the numbers of visitors/participants and the expenditure involved,

®  What are the results of the Government’s evaluation of the effectiveness of the activities
of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts in promoting local economy, fostering social
cohesion, etc.?

® What is the estimated expenditure on organising activities of the Day x Night Vibes @
18 Districts in each district this year? How will the Government assist the districts in
optimising the activities to further enhance their effectiveness?

® What measures does the Government have in place to publicise the activities of the Day
x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts to attract local residents and even people from other
districts?

® \What is the hit rate of the webpage of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts so far?
Does the Government have any plans to enhance the webpage? If yes, what are the
details? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEE Tsz-king, Dominic (LegCo internal reference no.: 18)

Reply:
A consolidated reply to the various parts of the question is as follows:

The series of activities of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts launched in 2024 by the
18 District Offices (DOs) of the Home Affairs Department, in collaboration with the Working
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Groups on Boosting Local Economy set up by the District Councils, mainly aim to provide
the public with a wide range of cultural and leisure events to showcase local diversity or
traditional cultural connotations in various districts, so as to create a buoyant mood in the
community.

The activities of the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts commenced in late January last year,
and as at the first quarter of this year, more than 60 events have been organised. The
activities take various forms, including bazaar carnivals, traditional cultural events, emerging
cultural activities and entertainments as well as artwork exhibitions, musical performances
and sports experiences. The activities have successfully created a buoyant mood in the
community and have attracted many citizens to participate. The feedback received from the
stall operators has been predominantly positive, indicating high patronage and the activities’
effectiveness in promoting their businesses. A list of activities set out by District Council
district is at Annex.

Taking individual bazaar carnivals as an example, the Kwun Tong Night Market in the Year
of Dragon held in Kwun Tong early last year attracted a cumulative total of 800 000 visitors
In 23 days. Subsequently, the Chinese New Year Bazaar in Wong Tai Sin had 114 000
visitors in 3 days; the Yuen Long Vibes Mart in Yuen Long had 120 000 visitors in 3 days;
Vespere Tuen Mun in Tuen Mun had over 120 000 visitors in 3 days; and the Urban Jam
Festival, which was held over two consecutive weekends in the bustling Causeway Bay and
featured a distinctive open-air bazaar complemented by pop music and dance performances,
attracted more than 600 000 visitors, boosting the business of merchants and creating a
buoyant mood in the neighbourhood. Stall operators of the bazaars generally expressed
satisfaction with their sales, but did not disclose their actual profits due to commercial
considerations.

Given the diverse types and nature of the series of activities of the Day x Night Vibes @
18 Districts, we do not have the footfall statistics for each of the activities. The work arising
from the activities is absorbed within the existing resources and manpower of DOs. Hence,
a breakdown of the expenditure involved is not available.

As at the end of February 2025, the Day x Night Vibes @ 18 Districts subpage of the relevant
thematic website set up by the Government has recorded a hit rate of over 170 000. The
18 DOs will continue to organise an array of activities with district characteristics and
traditional cultural connotations using their existing manpower and resources to promote
community building, and publicise and promote the activities through various channels,
including websites, social platforms, district networks, etc.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYABQ092

Overview of activities under Day X Night Vibes @ 18 Districts

(January 2024 to March 2025)

District Month Name of activity
January to C&W District Sparkles: Vivid and Vibrant
Central & Western February 2024 Vibes Through the Da;_/ ar_ld Night Bazaar
December 2024 Central and Western I?lstrlct HarbourFUN
Carnival
May 2024 Night Dragon Parade @ Eastern District
Eastern December 2024 to The Journey of Cantonese Opera @ Eastern
January 2025 District
Ap Lei Chau Hung Shing Cultural Festival:
March 2024 Southern District Vibes Bazaar @ Hung Shing
Festival
Southern F_ishermen C_ulture Day in the Sputhern District
October 2024 in Celgbratlon of the 75th Anmveysary of_the
Founding of the People’s Republic of China:
Tying the Knot the Fishermen’s Way
March 2025 2025 Ap Lei Chau Hung Shing Cultural Festival
May 2024 Urban Jam Festival
Wan Chai December 2024 to .
February 2025 Tasty Wan Chai
April 2024 Kowloon City Songkran Festival 2024
Kowloon City November 2024 Kowloon City Panda Lantern Carnival
December 2024 Kowloon City: Food, Buy and Play with Pets!
January to Kwun Tong Night Market in the Year of
February 2024 Dragon
February 2024 Lanterns over the Hills and Full Moon over
Kwun Tong
Kwun Tong NI(\)/I\?;/mZkSEZréltO Kwun. Tong -Summer Night Bazaar
December 2024 Winter Vibe @ Kwun Tong
Kwun Tong Night Bazaar 2025
January to -
February 2025 Lunar New Year Lucky Draw in Kowloon

East®
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District Month Name of activity
Februa%;% March Lighting Duet @ Sham Shui Po
March 2024 Something Special @ Sham Shui Po
March to April “Fete des Fleurs” Marché le Floréal and Marché
2024 le Floréal 2.0
November to . .
December 2024 Hong Kong Comics Art Tech Fair
Only.Coffee Festival
Sham Shui Po December 2024 | “Protect Animals” Sham Shui Po Running Pet
Carnival
January to Sham Shui Po Hearts to Hearts — 2025 Golden
Februar y2025 Dragon Parade and Carnival in Celebration of
y the Year of the Snake
February to March A
5025 Féte des Fleurs 2025
March 2025 Symphony of Multimedia @ Apliu Street Chat
Room
February 2024 Wong Tai Sin Chinese New Year Bazaar
December 2024 Wong Tai Sin WinterFest
Wong Tai Sin January to Lunar New Year Lucky Draw in Kowloon
February 2025 East®
February 2025 Wong Tai Sin Dragon and Lion Dance 2025
January 2024 Yau Ma Tei Festival
Tsim Sha Tsui Night Vibes
February 2024 Yau Tsim Mong Presents — The Year Of The
Dragon: Countdown Celebration
Panda Lightsh
September 2024 anda - Igntsnow

Yau Tsim Mong

Block Party By The Sea

September to

Yau Tsim Mong National Day Shopping Month

November 2024
Tai Kok Tsui Temple Fair cum
November 2024 Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the
Founding of the People’s Republic of China
Lighting and Decoration cum Light Switching
Ceremony
February 2024 Islands District Lunar New Year Lantern
Carnival
Islands March 2024 Islands District Sports Fun Day
are Islands District Music Night
October 2024 Vibe @ Silvermine
February 2025 Islands District Pet Carnival
April 2024 Kwai Tsing Bamboo Theatre
Kwai Tsing December 2024 Amazing Snowy New Year’s Eve @ Kwai

Tsing
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District Month Name of activity
Luen Wo Light Market
Feb 2024 -
ehruary Sha Tau Kok Lantern Festival Fun Day
North December 2024 LOHAS in North Dlst_rlct Grassland Music
Festival
December 2024 to Sha Tin, North and Tai Po District Winter
January 2025 Lucky Draw”
May 2024 Sai Kung Tin Hau Festival
e -
_ October 2024 WE WA! Sai Kung Halloween Celebration
Sal Kung Event
Love Blooms in Sai Kung: Valentine’s Mini
February 2025 Concert & Carnival
February 2024 Sha Tin Festive Vle:)sa yLantern Festival Fun
Sha Tin December 2024 to Sha Tin, North and Tai Po District Winter
January 2025 Lucky Draw”
February 2024 Lam Tsuen Well-wishing Bazaar
February to March .
5024 Wish for You Bazaar
June 2024 Tai Po Dragon Boat Fun Carnival
Shopping and Dining Promotions in Tai Po
September to District in Celebration of the 75th Anniversary
October 2024 of the Founding of the People’s Republic of
Tai Po China
December 2024 Tai Po Lung Mei Beachtival
December 2024 to Sha Tin, North and Tai Po District Winter
January 2025 Lucky Draw”
January to Hong Kong Well-wishing Festival 2025 cum
February 2025 Lam Tsuen Well-wishing Bazaar
February to March .
5025 Wish for You Bazaar
February 2024 Celebrating the Year of_Dragon — Tsuen Wan
Lantern Festival Bazaar
Tsuen Wan August 0
September 2024 Summer Lucky Draw in Tsuen Wan District
April 2024 Vespere Tuen Mun
T M -
uen viun December 2024 Tuen Teens Choice
March 2024 Yuen Long Vibes Mart
Yuen Long - -
December 2024 Yuen Long Happy Vibes Carnival

The activity was held concurrently in more than one district.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 283




Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO093

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0810)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In his 2023 Policy Address, the Chief Executive mentioned the setting up of a distinctive
photo-taking landmark in each of the 18 districts across the territory. Each district would be
provided with an additional funding of $1 million for setting up the photo-taking landmark or
for organising activities in the district. In this connection, would the Government inform
this Committee of the following:

(@) Please set out, with a breakdown by District Council district, the names of the photo-
taking landmarks set up or the activities organised with the additional funding in each
district, the display periods of the landmarks/the dates of activities and the expenditure
involved.

(b) What are the measures taken by the Government to promote the photo-taking landmarks
or activities, and what is the expenditure involved?

(c) Will the Government consider compiling information on the photo-taking landmarks in
the 18 districts and the existing check-in spots in various districts for easy reference by
the public and tourists, so as to facilitate their visits? If yes, what are the details? If
no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEE Tsz-king, Dominic (LegCo internal reference no.: 19)

Reply:
A consolidated reply to the various parts of the question is as follows:

Each of the District Youth Community Building Committees (DYCBCSs) across 18 districts
proposes for its district a distinctive photo-taking landmark with a particular theme and
specific design elements to showcase district uniqueness as well as attract the public and
tourists to take photos and “check in” there. The photo-taking landmarks in the 18 districts
have been completed since early 2024 for display for different periods ranging from several
months to perpetual. The landmarks include large-scale distinctive installations or lighting
decorations, ground paintings/mural paintings, distinctive landmark signage, etc.
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District Offices (DOs) have assisted DYCBCs in promoting the photo-taking landmarks in
their respective districts through various channels, including websites, social platforms, local
networks, etc. In addition, in September and October last year, DOs collaborated with the
District Services and Community Care Teams of their respective districts to organise a series
of local tours in celebration of the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. Members of the public were invited to visit the distinctive attractions in the
territory, including the photo-taking landmarks in various districts.

The work relating to the setting up, publicity, etc. of the above photo-taking landmarks is
absorbed within the existing resources and manpower of DOs together with the relevant
government departments. Hence, a breakdown of the expenditure involved is not available.
The 18 DOs will continue to invite the DYCBCs of their respective districts to advise on
district works or facilities and other community building initiatives. DOs will also continue
to organise an array of activities with district characteristics using their existing manpower
and resources to promote community building.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABQ094
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0684)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Government plans to launch a one-year pilot scheme on “joint property management” in
Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon City and Tsuen Wan in June this year at the earliest.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

The Government has earmarked $7 million for the implementation of the pilot scheme.
What are the details of the allocation of provision and manpower involved?

What specific measures are in place to help non-governmental organisations secure
CONSEeNsus among property owners?

How will the Government assess the effectiveness of the pilot scheme? Will specific
indicators be set on, among other things, the extent to which environmental hygiene or
quality of building maintenance has been improved?

How will the benefits of joining the scheme be promoted to the public, especially those
people living in older districts, in order to enhance property owners’ awareness of
property management?

Asked by: Hon LEE Wai-king, Starry (LegCo internal reference no.: 15)
Reply:

(@)

(b)

The Government has earmarked about $7 million to implement a pilot scheme on “joint
property management” (pilot scheme). The funding will be used for the purposes of
engaging non-governmental organisations, promoting the pilot scheme and meeting the
relevant administrative costs. The Home Affairs Department (HAD) will undertake
the co-ordination work arising from the implementation of the pilot scheme with its
existing manpower.

Given the varied conditions, facilities and services of buildings, as well as the diverse
needs of residents, it is essential to help owners of different buildings reach a consensus
on jointly hiring a single property management company (PMC). HAD will engage
non-governmental organisations with extensive district networks and experience in
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(©)

(d)

building management or related fields to reach out to owners of “three-nil” buildings
and old single-block buildings in selected areas to encourage their participation in the
pilot scheme and provide them with assistance. By making use of their extensive
district networks, the relevant organisations will communicate and co-ordinate with the
owners to encourage their participation in the pilot scheme. They will also assist the
owners’ corporations/owners of participating buildings in convening meetings to
discuss and resolve matters related to the implementation of “joint property
management”, and facilitate the attainment of consensus among all parties involved.
HAD also encourages non-governmental organisations, when submitting their
proposals, to introduce measures to attract owners to participate in the pilot scheme.
These measures may include the effective utilisation of technology to minimise property
management costs and the identification of additional revenue streams for buildings.
The revenue generated can be used to cover the day-to-day expenses borne by owners
or owners’ corporations.

The success of the pilot scheme hinges on the owners’ recognition of the necessity for
proper building management and the attainment of consensus among owners of different
buildings on jointly hiring a single PMC. We will proactively publicise the benefits of
the “joint property management” model, while remaining mindful that the challenges
associated with the implementation of the pilot scheme must not be underestimated.
We will assess the effectiveness of the pilot scheme according to the outcomes of its
implementation and feedback from participating owners.

Apart from the Government’s efforts in publicising the benefits of the “joint property
management” model, the non-governmental organisations engaged to implement the
pilot scheme will also promote the scheme to the owners’ corporations/owners of the
target buildings. Through their extensive district networks, these organisations will
communicate and co-ordinate with the owners to encourage their participation in the
pilot scheme and help them understand that proper building management will
undoubtedly contribute to a comfortable living environment. In the course of
implementing the pilot scheme, members of District Councils and the District Services
and Community Care Teams may also leverage their district networks and their
opportunities in providing services to assist the engaged non-governmental
organisations with the implementation and promotion of the pilot scheme and facilitate
communication with the owners’ corporations or owners of old single-block buildings
in their sub-districts to explain the pilot scheme in detail and encourage their
participation in the scheme.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB095

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3068)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) District Governance

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

In order to get a fuller picture of buildings in the territory in terms of their management status
and age distribution, would the Government inform this Committee of the following:

(a)

(b)

Please provide the respective numbers of buildings which have owners’ corporations
(OCs) and those which do not, broken down by the 18 District Council districts, and by
age group as follows: 29 years or below, 30-49 years, 50-59 years, 60-69 years and
70 years or above;

What are the Government’s specific measures targeted at buildings without OCs to assist
owners in setting up OCs, such as the stepping up of publicity and education efforts and
the provision of technical support? What are the implementation details and how will
their effectiveness be evaluated?

Asked by: Hon LEE Wai-king, Starry (LegCo internal reference no.: 39)
Reply:

(@)

(b)

According to the information obtained by the Home Affairs Department (HAD), as at
December 2024, there were about 20 000 buildings in Hong Kong with owners’
corporations (OCs) and about 20 800 buildings without OCs in the territory. Of those
buildings without OCs, they included private buildings under single ownership and town
houses, while some were under other forms of management, such as owners’
committees. A breakdown by district is set out at Annex. HAD does not have a
breakdown of the above buildings by year of completion.

To enhance the support for owners of “three-nil” buildings (i.e. buildings which do not
have any OC or any form of residents’ organisation and do not engage any property
management company (PMC), but excluding those that are under single ownership and
can be self-managed) and assist them in enhancing building management, HAD has been
implementing the Resident Liaison Ambassador (RLA) Scheme since 2011 to recruit
owners or residents of “three-nil” buildings aged 30 years or above as RLAs. The
scheme secks to establish a resident liaison network, facilitate residents’ discussion and
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handling of daily building management matters, and assist government departments in
liaising with residents and promoting the message of effective building management.
Our long-term objective is to help owners of these buildings form OCs for proper
management of their own properties. As at December 2024, 670 OCs were formed
with RLAs’ involvement. HAD also implemented a pilot scheme under the Building
Management Professional Advisory Service Scheme (BMPASS pilot scheme) in 2022
by inviting local organisations/non-governmental organisations with experience in
building management or related fields to reach out to owners of “three-nil” buildings
and to encourage and assist them in forming OCs. The BMPASS pilot scheme was
implemented between June 2022 and June 2024 in 9 districts with a relatively large
number of “three-nil” buildings, including Sham Shui Po, Tsuen Wan, the Central &
Western, Eastern, Wan Chai, Kowloon City, Yau Tsim Mong, North and Tai Po
Districts, reaching out to about 690 “three-nil” buildings in total. With the assistance
of the BMPASS pilot scheme, 101 OCs were formed, 62 OCs procured third party risks
insurance and 1 000 RLAs were recruited. Since the BMPASS pilot scheme was
proven effective and garnered widespread support from users and the community, HAD
continued the implementation of the BMPASS in July 2024 for a period of 3 years to
cover all “three-nil” buildings in the 18 districts across the territory. As at December
2024, 22 OCs were formed, 8 OCs procured third party risks insurance and 166 RLAs
were recruited with the assistance of the scheme.

To encourage property owners to fulfil their responsibilities in building management
and to enhance their knowledge thereof, HAD and District Offices organise regularly a
great variety of educational and publicity programmes through workshops, seminars,
training courses, Television and Radio Announcements in the Public Interest,
easy-to-read publicity materials, etc.

In addition, the Chief Executive announced in his 2024 Policy Address the
implementation of a pilot scheme on “joint property management” in selected areas in
2025 to assist “three-nil” buildings and old single-block buildings in jointly hiring a
single PMC for joint property management so that the management fees can be
apportioned and these buildings will be able to receive basic building management
services at a more affordable cost. Making reference to the number and distribution of
old single-block private buildings in the selected areas, HAD will implement the pilot
scheme in the first half of 2025 in 4 districts, namely Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po,
Kowloon City and Tsuen Wan, where clusters of older single-block buildings are
present. The scheme aims to encourage and facilitate owners of “three-nil” buildings
and old single-block buildings to reach a consensus on jointly hiring a single PMC to
adopt the “joint property management” model on a trial basis. The pilot scheme is
anticipated to run for an initial duration of 1 year. Subject to the outcomes of the
implementation of the pilot scheme, a review will be conducted to consider the
feasibility of extending it to other districts.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB095

Number of buildings with and without owners’ corporations (OCs) by district #

(as at December 2024)
District Number of buildings with Numb_er of buildings
OCs without OCs

Central & Western 1756 1408
Eastern 884 507

Southern 921 1295
Wan Chai 1428 845
Kowloon City 1699 834
Kwun Tong 551 345

Yau Tsim Mong 1794 1157
Sham Shui Po 1389 770
Wong Tai Sin 373 131
Islands 326 509
Sai Kung 1912 791

Tai Po 1293 2125
Tsuen Wan 592 386

Yuen Long 1699 7410
Sha Tin 1067 929
Tuen Mun 991 438
North 901 689
Kwai Tsing 386 189

Total 19 962 20 758

#

Figures are derived from information collected by staff of the Home Affairs Department
during day-to-day contact.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB096

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2118)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding “the provision of support services for ethnic minorities (EMs)”, would the
Government inform this Committee of the following:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

()

(9)

What were the manpower and expenditure involved in providing support services for
EMs in the past 3 years and up to the present?

Please provide the details of the service capacity of the 10 support service centres for
EMs (EM centres) and their service utilisation over the past year, with a breakdown by
service.

Please provide the details of the top 5 types of services with the highest number of users
last year.

What is the amount of funding earmarked by the Government for implementation of the
relevant programmes this year?

Has the Government conducted regular reviews on the effectiveness of the EM centres?
If yes, what are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

What were the criteria taken into account when choosing the locations of the EM
centres? Are the criteria subject to regular reviews?

What were the outcomes of the work of each of the Ethnic Minority Care Teams over
the past year?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Hei, Edward (LegCo internal reference no.: 134)
Reply:

(@)

The manpower and expenditure of the Home Affairs Department (HAD) in providing
support services for ethnic minorities (EMSs) in the past 3 years are as follows:
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(b)

Year Manpower involved SerVi(%e;)i(ﬁ ieonno)liture
2022-23 ilNi)ixil(:Si(\a/ri\I/iSCgr\S/tiigContract (NCSC) staff 81.80
2023-24 | ol senvice staff 81.63
2024-25 ilNCé\/si::SSt%% st (Reviiig lgs(,)til::;tle)

Notel It was announced in the 2023 Policy Address that a series of measures would be put in
place to strengthen support for EMs, including setting up 2 additional support service
centres for EMs (EM centres), setting up an Ethnic Minority Care Team (EM Care Team)
in each EM centre, regularising the enhanced services provided by EM centres for EM
new arrivals and youths, and the District-based Programmes for Racial Harmony.
Hence, there is an increase in the revised estimated expenditure for 2024-25 compared
with the actual expenditure in 2023-24.

The 10 EM centres provide dedicated classes, counselling services, integration

programmes, etc. for EMs.

The CHEER Centre also provides interpretation and

translation services for EMs to facilitate their access to public services.

The statistics of the EM centres are kept on a project year basis. The actual number of
service recipients of the 8 EM centres in the last project year (2023-24 project year) are

as follows:
Centre No©2 Number of service recipients
HOPE Centre 8119
HOME Centre 11 966
HOME Sub-centre 7887
CHEER Centre 28 653
YLTH Centre 16 231
ONE Centre 12 766
LINK Centre 18 980
TOUCH Sub-centre 10 244
Total 114 846

Nott2 The 2 new centres located in Kowloon City and Sha Tin officially opened in
December 2024. Hence, there is no data on the service utilisation of these 2 centres in
the past year.
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(©)

(d)

()

()

(@)

In 2023-24, the top 5 types of services provided by the EM centres with the highest
number of service recipients are (i) integration programmes, (ii) interpretation and
translation services, (iii) consultation, counselling and referral services, (iv) after-school
tutorial classes, and (v) language classes.

In 2025-26, the estimated expenditure of HAD on support services for EMs is about
$120.8 million.

HAD has been closely monitoring the operation of the EM centres to ensure that the
organisations concerned perform to standard and comply with the terms of the grant
agreements.  Such measures include examination of regular progress reports, user
surveys, etc. submitted by these organisations. We also arrange for staff to conduct
programme observations, review meetings and random checks on their financial records
to ensure that the EM centres are operating in accordance with the grant agreements.
We will continue to keep the operation of the EM centres under review in order to ensure
that their services meet the needs of EMs.

When considering the locations of the EM centres, HAD would take into account the
demographic distribution of EMs and the views of relevant stakeholders. At present,
a total of 10 EM centres, located in Wan Chai, Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po, Kwun
Tong, Kowloon City, Yuen Long, Tuen Mun, Kwai Tsing, Tung Chung and Sha Tin,
provide services for EMs across the territory, covering the districts where they mainly
reside. We will keep in view the needs of EMs and review how to strengthen the
support services from time to time.

The 10 EM centres have set up EM Care Teams in succession since July 2024 to
strengthen the caring services for EMs.  As of end of February 2025, the 10 EM Care
Teams have conducted about 2 100 home visits and 260 outreach activities, reaching out
to about 4 620 EM families/individuals. In addition, the EM Care Teams have
disseminated important government information to EMs, such as promoting the
Mainland Travel Permit for Hong Kong and Macao Residents (non-Chinese Citizens)
and assisting them to make application, and disseminating relevant information to EMs
during typhoons and cold spells, reminding them to take appropriate precautionary
measures. The EM Care Teams have also worked closely with the District Offices and
the District Services and Community Care Teams to follow up on cases of EMs who
encountered difficulties.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABQ097
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3042)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated in paragraph 205 of the Budget Speech that the Government will increase the
funding of the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) by 50% in the next term
of service. The Government will further enhance the provision of caring services. In this
connection, please advise this Committee on the following:

(@)

(b)

For which areas will the increased funding in the next term of service primarily intended
to be used (such as supplies, manpower, etc.)?

Will the Government consider increasing the provision for promoting CTs’
accomplishments which bring positive energy to people? If so, what are the details?
If not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Mei-fun, Priscilla (LegCo internal reference no.: 16)
Reply:

(@)

As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Government will regularise the District
Services and Community Care Teams (CTs), and will increase funding amount by 50%
in the next term of service in support of their work. The expenditure involved in the
next two-year term is $678 million (i.e. $339 million per annum). The 2025-26
estimate of $319.1 million covers the funding provisions in the first and second terms
of services.

Building on the established district networks and the foundation of the caring work, CTs
will continue to strengthen and further extend their services at the district level through
the effective use of the additional resources in the next term of service. As a result,
CTs can further broaden and deepen the scope of the caring services in a flexible and
pragmatic manner, taking into account the unique local circumstances and the needs of
their sub-districts. Since CT members are all volunteers, the resources will continue
to be used for service provision to benefit members of the public.
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(b) To show appreciation for the CTs, including the team members, volunteers and
partnering organisations, for their selfless devotion, and to share their good stories and
good deeds in providing caring services with their peers and the public, the Home
Affairs Department has launched the Care Team Commendation Scheme (CTCS). A
sharing session entitled “Good People *+ Good Deeds” of CTs will be held under CTCS
in the first half of 2025. During the session, heartfelt, inspirational and exemplary
stories of the CTs which can serve as models for their peers will be shared.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB098

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2628)

Head:

(63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) in the 18 districts, please
provide the following information:

(@) What is the staffing of CTs in the 18 districts proposed by the Government?

(b) Will staff of professional grades such as social workers be included in the staffing of

CTs?

If yes, what is the manning ratio of the professional grades?

(c) What are the planned performance indicators for CTs, such as scope of service, types
and nature of service, and number of target beneficiaries?

(d) What is the total amount of provision for CTs in the 18 districts? Please provide
information on the estimated provision for each of the districts.

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 8)

Reply:

(a) and (b) The Government delineates the 18 districts into 452 sub-districts, with 1 District

(©)

Services and Community Care Team (CT) providing services for each sub-district,
covering households across all of the 18 districts in the territory. CTs are
organisation-based. Each CT consists of around 8 to 12 members, all of whom
serve as volunteers. There are about 5 000 CT members across the 18 districts.
In addition, CTs may mobilise individuals who are not team members (such as
other members of the organisation, local residents, etc.) to participate in their work
as volunteers depending on the needs of individual activities.

The current number of members of CTs in each district is set out in Annex A.

To ensure that CTs provide adequate services for residents of the sub-districts, the
Government has set key performance indicators (KPIs) on a two-year basis. The
KPIs concerned encompass community care, assistance in emergencies and the
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(d)

provision of supplementary services. At the initial stage of the establishment of
CTs, the KPIs include establishing communication channels for CTs in the
sub-districts, widely publicising these communication channels and services of
CTs to residents of the sub-districts, and establishing liaison networks to reach out
to at least 15% of the households of the sub-districts within 1 year from the funding
agreement’s effective date. CTs have successfully achieved all these KPIs.
Besides, CTs are making ongoing efforts in conducting visits and providing home
or other support services. They will also continue to offer assistance in the event
of emergencies, according to local circumstances, and provide supplementary
services in accordance with the terms of the funding agreements.

As at 31 January 2025, CTs have visited about 390 000 elderly households and
other households in need, and provided about 43 000 times of basic home or other
support services such as home repairs and cleaning, health check-ups, free haircuts
for the elderly, information technology support as well as care and support services
for residents affected by incidents and emergencies, etc. In addition, about
23 000 district-level activities, such as integration activities, exhibitions on
national security education, etc., were organised. CTs have swiftly mobilised
members and volunteers to attend to the needs of affected individuals and provide
them with appropriate assistance during emergencies such as the fire at New Lucky
House on Jordan Road, the massive power cut in Wong Tai Sin, the emergency
water outage in the Tung Chung New Town and rural areas, and other such
incidents. At present, CTs are making good progress in the provision of services
in accordance with these KPIs.

The formation of CTs aims to consolidate community resources to care for the
community. In addition to government funding, CTs make use of internal
resources of the operating organisations, along with other sponsorship and
donations, to provide caring services for local residents. Where appropriate, new
funding sources will be sought for service provision. As at early March 2025, the
Government has disbursed about $270 million to CTs. A breakdown of the
funding allocated to CTs in each of the 18 districts is set out in Annex B.
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Annex A to Reply Serial No. HY AB098

Number of members of
the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)

District Number of CT members
Central & Western 175
Eastern 403
Southern 190
Wan Chai 153
Kowloon City 263
Kwun Tong 416
Sham Shui Po 291
Wong Tai Sin 280
Yau Tsim Mong 229
Islands 113
Kwai Tsing 343
Tsuen Wan 223
North 202
Sai Kung 330
Sha Tin 475
Tai Po 221
Tuen Mun 337
Yuen Long 448
Total 5092
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Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYAB098

Amount of funding disbursed to

the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)

(as at early March 2025)

District Amount of fun_di_ng disbursed”
($ million)
Central & Western 9.20
Eastern 19.94
Southern 10.36
Wan Chai 7.79
Kowloon City 15.00
Kwun Tong 23.80
Yau Tsim Mong 12.00
Sham Shui Po 15.00
Wong Tai Sin 15.00
Islands 5.88
Sai Kung 16.39
Tai Po 11.35
Tsuen Wan 14.20
Yuen Long 22.67
Sha Tin 21.72
Tuen Mun 18.50
North 8.67
Kwai Tsing 18.62
Total 266.09

The table sets out the amount of funding disbursed by the Government to CTs in each
district as at early March 2025. The figures are subject to change given the ongoing

disbursement of funding throughout the remainder of 2024-25.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYABO099
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2629)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

What were the ethnic minority (EM) population in the service area, annual number of users,
gross floor area, net operational floor area and net usable floor area of each of the support
service centres for EMs in the past 5 years?

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 9)

Reply:

At present, the Home Affairs Department (HAD) has commissioned non-governmental
organisations to run 10 support service centres for ethnic minorities (EM centres) in Wan
Chai, Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po, Kwun Tong, Kowloon City, Yuen Long, Tuen Mun,
Kwai Tsing, Tung Chung and Sha Tin to provide various support services for EMs to facilitate
their integration into the community. The EM centres provide services on a territory-wide
basis for target users in all districts. The statistics on population of EMs (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) by district based on the 2021 Population Census are set out in Annex A.

The gross floor area of the EM centres and the number of service recipients from
2019-20 project year to 2023-24 project year are set out in Annex B and Annex C
respectively. HAD does not have information on the net operating floor area or net usable
floor area of the EM centres.
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Annex A to Reply Serial No. HYAB099

Statistics on population of
ethnic minorities (excluding foreign domestic helpers) in 2021

(Based on the 2021 Population Census)

District Indian [Nepalese |[Pakistani| Filipino | Thai |Indonesian| Total
Yau Tsim Mong 7164 12 538 1184 2 630 572 1 057 25145
Yuen Long 1503 8 375 3253 1998 555 771 16 455
Islands 5881 961 1418 4229 608 540 13637
Kowloon City 4 287 506 1446 2084 883 297 9503
\C/:\/eenstt?rln& 3858 | 589 201 | 2686 | 417 349 8 190
Kwai Tsing 1760 458 4 400 355 610 598 8181
Eastern 2145 376 1 456 2314 748 582 7621
Wan Chai 1658 1737 225 2107 738 625 7090
Sham Shui Po 950 1382 2 364 982 653 566 6 897
Kwun Tong 1379 149 1831 793 1347 691 6 190
Sai Kung 2377 110 958 1584 534 480 6 043
Tuen Mun 620 916 1766 1 286 735 537 5860
Southern 2220 258 391 765 347 235 4216
Sha Tin 1474 32 772 628 751 329 3986
Tsuen Wan 557 847 716 860 222 337 3539
Wong Tai Sin 490 289 1139 325 733 403 3379
Tai Po 130 15 152 235 601 362 1495
North 9 2 576 293 293 190 1448
Total| 38547 29 540 24 338 26 154 11 347 8 949 138 875
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Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYAB099

Gross floor area of support service centres for ethnic minorities

Gross floor area (square metre)

Centre* 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24
project project project project project
year year year year year
HOPE Centre 353 353 353 353 353
HOME Centre 307 307 307 307 307
HOME Sub-centre 149 149 149 149 149
CHEER Centre 599 599 599 599 599
YLTH Centre 194 194 194 194 306
SHINE Centre/
ONE Centre** 390 390 415 415 415
LINK Centre 390 390 390 390 390
TOUCH Sub-centre 409 409 290 290 389
Total 2791 2791 2 697 2 697 2908

* As the DREAM Centre in Kowloon City and the IDEA Centre in Sha Tin were officially opened
recently in December 2024, the relevant figures for the 2 centres in the past 5 years are not

available.

**  The SHINE Centre ceased operation in August 2021 and was replaced by the ONE Centre.
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Annex C to Reply Serial No. HYAB099

Number of service recipients of support service centres for ethnic minorities

Number of service recipients

Centre* 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24
project project project project project
year year year year year
HOPE Centre 5192 6 808 6 498 7383 8 119
HOME Centre 13 522 14 526 13 073 9298 11 966
HOME Sub-centre 5961 7733 6 781 5681 7887
CHEER Centre 21 667 25 967 22791 29 205 28 653
YLTH Centre 15 429 12 313 16 183 18 855 16 231
SHINE Centre/ 14 618 18 378 4230 12 065 12 766
ONE Centre**
LINK Centre 9 557 11170 16 835 15 259 18 980
TOUCH Sub-centre 4199 4 456 4208 4746 10 244
Total 90 145 101 351 90 599 102 492 114 846

* As the DREAM Centre in Kowloon City and the IDEA Centre in Sha Tin were officially opened
recently in December 2024, the relevant figures for the 2 centres in the past 5 years are not

available.

**  The SHINE Centre ceased operation in August 2021 and was replaced by the ONE Centre.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB100
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1959)

Head:

(63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is reported that the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) from various
districts distributed free tickets and held private screenings of the movie Ne Zha for public

enjoyment.
following:

In this connection, would the Government inform this Committee of the

(a) Did the distribution of free movie tickets and the hosting of private cinema screenings
by the CTs mentioned above involve the use of public funds? If yes, what are the
details? If no, which organisations provided those tickets?

(b) There are views that activities such as distributing free movie tickets and hosting free
private screenings should not be considered a “caring” duty of the publicly-funded CTs.
Has the Bureau taken note of these views and made improvements accordingly?

Asked by: Hon TSE Wai-chun, Paul (LegCo internal reference no.: 8)

Reply:

(a) and (b) According to the funding agreements between the Government and the District

Services and Community Care Teams (CTs), CTs may take into account the local
circumstances and needs of their districts in providing additional services, such as
organising integration activities and exhibitions on national security education, etc.
Itis the practice of some CTs to establish liaison with residents in their sub-districts
by organising movie appreciation activities for the communities, benefitting those
at the grassroots level, the elderly, families and ethnic minorities, etc.

We understand that some CTs considered “Ne Zha 2” a showcase of values in
traditional Chinese culture and thus organised appreciation activities of the movie
to promote traditional Chinese culture. CTs collaborate with various groups in
organising movie appreciation activities by taking into account local
circumstances and needs, thereby leveraging community resources for public
good. Movie appreciation activities arranged by individual CTs for grassroots
communities are conducted in accordance with the terms of the funding
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agreements. The Home Affairs Department does not have the statistics on the
organisations responsible for distributing tickets for these movie appreciation
activities.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB101
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1961)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title): (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is reported that the Home Affairs Department (HAD) used public funds to subsidise the
exhibition of the animated movie “Ne Zha 2”. The “We Care We Serve” logo was also seen
on posters for the “Ne Zha 2” private screening events organised by the District Services and
Community Care Teams. In this connection, would the Government inform this Committee
of the following:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

For the 2024-25 and 2025-26 financial years, did the Bureau allocate and earmark any
funding to subsidise the exhibition of the movie? If so, what was the amount involved?
What was the amount of public funds spent by HAD in subsidising the events associated
with the aforementioned animated movie?

Apart from subsidising “Ne Zha 2”, did HAD subsidise the screening events of other
movies, or are there any plans to do so?

What were the considerations behind HAD’s decision to subsidise the exhibition of “Ne
Zha 27?7

There are views that the movie “Four Trails” generates high benefits at a low cost. It
received accolades at international film festivals which helps telling the good stories of
Hong Kong. In addition to sponsoring “Ne Zha 2”, will the Director of Bureau take
the initiative to fund the viewing of other movies which can help promote the image of
Hong Kong, such as “Four Trails” and “Twilight of the Warriors: Walled in”, in order
to avoid discriminatory treatment towards other film producers and distributors?

Asked by: Hon TSE Wai-chun, Paul (LegCo internal reference no.: 10)

Reply:
(a) to (d) The Home Affairs Department has not set aside dedicated funding for screening of

movies in 2024-25 and 2025-26. According to the funding agreements between
the Government and the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs), CTs
may take into account the local circumstances and needs of their districts in

Session 7 HYAB - Page 306



providing additional services, such as organising integration activities and
exhibitions on national security education, etc. It is the practice of some CTs to
establish liaison with residents in their sub-districts by organising movie
appreciation activities for the communities, benefitting those at the grassroots
level, the elderly, families and ethnic minorities, etc.

We understand that some CTs considered “Ne Zha 2” a showcase of values in
traditional Chinese culture and thus organised appreciation activities of the movie
to promote traditional Chinese culture. CTs collaborate with various groups in
organising movie appreciation activities by taking into account local
circumstances and needs, thereby leveraging community resources for public
good. Movie appreciation activities arranged by individual CTs for grassroots
communities are conducted in accordance with the terms of the funding
agreements.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB102

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2569)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (4) Licensing
Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:
(a) Please inform this Committee of the following information on the law enforcement

(b)

actions taken by the Government in respect of suspected operation of unlicensed hotels
or guesthouses in the past 3 years: (1) the number of complaints accepted; (2) the number
of inspections; (3) the number of times for which evidence was collected by means of
decoy operations; (4) the number of prosecutions; and (5) the convicted cases and
penalties.

In 2025-26, what are the Government’s plans and budget for promoting to visitors the
Importance of patronising licensed hotels and guesthouses?

Asked by: Hon YIU Pak-leung (LegCo internal reference no.: 52)
Reply:

(@)

Operation of guesthouses in Hong Kong is regulated by the Hotel and Guesthouse
Accommodation Ordinance (Cap. 349) (HAGAO), which aims to ensure that premises
intended to be used as guesthouses are suitable for such a purpose, including compliance
with statutory standards in respect of building and fire safety. The Office of the
Licensing Authority (OLA) under the Home Affairs Department (HAD) is responsible
for administering the HAGAO, including issuing guesthouse licences and performing
enforcement duties.

The numbers of complaints, inspections, prosecutions and convictions related to
suspected unlicensed hotels or guesthouses received by OLA in the past 3 years (from
2022 to 2024) are as follows:

2022 2023 2024 Total
No. of complaints 242 1084 1281 2 607
No. of inspections 4 297 5588 9955 19 840
No. of prosecutions# 42 120 175 337
No. of convictions#* 25 91 143 259
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(b)

In order not to undermine future investigation and enforcement, it is inappropriate to
disclose statistics related to OLA’s collection of evidence by posing as clients
(commonly known as “decoy operation”).

# The number of prosecutions against and convictions for operating unlicensed hotels
or guesthouses may involve cases occurred before that particular year.

* In the past 3 years, the amounts of fines imposed on offenders who operated
unlicensed hotels or guesthouses ranged from $1,000 to $30,000.

To promote the importance of patronising licensed hotels and guesthouses among
tourists, HAD places advertisements in MTR stations located in tourist hotspots such as
Causeway Bay, Tsim Sha Tsui, Mong Kok and Yau Ma Tei during peak travel seasons
such as the National Day and Chinese New Year holidays. Outdoor advertisements
are also displayed in places packed with guesthouses (e.g. Chungking Mansion). A list
of licensed hotels and guesthouses has been uploaded to OLA’s website
(www.hadla.gov.hk) and the mobile application “Hong Kong Licensed Hotels and
Guesthouses” to facilitate tourists’ search for the latest details, licence numbers and
addresses of licensed hotels and guesthouses.  Additionally, OLA requires all licensed
guesthouses to display the “licensed hotels and guesthouses” logo at their main
entrances as well as the door of each of the guest rooms so that the tourists will be able
to identify whether the guesthouses in which they are staying are licensed under the
HAGAO. OLA has also enhanced its publicity efforts on internet search engines
outside Hong Kong to help tourists gain access to information about licensed hotels and
guesthouses when planning their trips. OLA will review and flexibly adjust its
enforcement and publicity strategies from time to time, and continue to vigorously
combat and eradicate the operation of unlicensed hotels and guesthouses.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB103

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2993)

Head:

(63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational Expenses

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Government will increase the funding for the District Services and Community Care
Teams (CTs) by about 50% in their next term of service. Please inform this Committee of
the following:

(a) A detailed breakdown of expenditure incurred by CTs in the 18 districts by service area
(such as community care, assistance in emergencies, etc.) since 2023 and the respective
percentage of such expenditure.

(b) The estimates for “District Services and Community Care Teams” this year is
$319 million, representing an increase of more than 70% over the previous financial

year.

What are the reasons for such an increase? What are the key areas that the

estimates will focus on?

(c) What are the expected outcomes of providing additional government funding for CTs
and how will the outcomes be evaluated?

Asked by: Hon ZHANG Xinyu, Gary (LegCo internal reference no.: 28)

Reply:
(@)

The formation of the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs) aims to
consolidate community resources to care for the community. In addition to
government funding, CTs make use of internal resources of the operating
organisations, along with other sponsorship and donations, to provide caring
services for local residents. Where appropriate, new funding sources will be
sought for service provision. As at early March 2025, the Government has
disbursed about $270 million to CTs. A breakdown of the funding allocated to
CTs in each of the 18 districts is set out at Annex. We do not maintain statistics
on the breakdown of the expenditure for each of the service areas by district.

(b) and (c) As announced in the 2024 Policy Address, the Government will regularise CTs,

and will increase funding amount by 50% in the next term of service in support of
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their work. The expenditure involved in the next two-year term is $678 million
(i.e. $339 million per annum). The 2025-26 estimate of $319.1 million covers
the funding provisions in the first and second terms of services.

Building on the established district networks and the foundation of the caring work,
CTs will continue to strengthen and further extend their services at the district level
through the effective use of the additional resources in the next term of service.
As a result, CTs can further broaden and deepen the scope of the caring services
in a flexible and pragmatic manner, taking into account the unique local
circumstances and the needs of their sub-districts. Since CT members are all
volunteers, the resources will continue to be used for service provision to benefit
members of the public.

To monitor the progress of the work of CTs, the operating organisation of each CT
Is required to submit to the Government a progress report on the work of its CT
every 6 months, as well as an annual report covering the CT’s work and financial
details, including the annual audited account prepared by an independent certified
public accountant. District Offices monitor the work of CTs on a regular basis,
including deploying staff to conduct visits or attend their activities or services to
evaluate the effectiveness of their services, and review the progress on the services
provided according to their proposed service plans.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB103

Amount of funding disbursed to
the District Services and Community Care Teams (CTs)
(as at early March 2025)

- Amount of Funding Disbursed”
District -
($ million)
Central & Western 9.20
Eastern 19.94
Southern 10.36
Wan Chai 7.79
Kowloon City 15.00
Kwun Tong 23.80
Yau Tsim Mong 12.00
Sham Shui Po 15.00
Wong Tai Sin 15.00
Islands 5.88
Sai Kung 16.39
Tai Po 11.35
Tsuen Wan 14.20
Yuen Long 22.67
Sha Tin 21.72
Tuen Mun 18.50
North 8.67
Kwai Tsing 18.62
Total 266.09

The table sets out the amount of funding disbursed by the Government to CTs in each
district as at early March 2025. The figures are subject to change given the ongoing
disbursement of funding throughout the remainder of 2024-25.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB104
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 0158)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (4) Civic Responsibility
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

Advertisement Publicity of the Government

The Information Services Department is responsible for the Government’s publicity and
publishing work, and providing support to bureaux and departments, which includes inviting
celebrities to appear in advertisement for publicity. For instance, Louis Koo was engaged
to appear in a promotional video on hospitality in 2024. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council of:

1.  the expenditure incurred on the engagement of celebrities last year; and

2. the mechanism of engaging the celebrities; how the celebrities are selected and how the
engagement fee is decided?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Yuet-ming (LegCo internal reference no.: 33)

Reply:

Television (TV) Announcements in the Public Interest (APIs) are produced by
bureaux/departments (B/Ds) based on their needs, with technical assistance provided by the
Information Services Department (ISD). To enhance the publicity effect, production houses
may suggest inviting celebrities to appear in TV APIs and name the celebrities in the
submitted quotations, and the B/Ds shall consider whether to accept the proposal and procure
the service. The ISD does not keep information on the relevant expenses incurred by the
B/Ds in inviting celebrities to appear in TV APIs.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB105

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 2799)

Head: (74) Information Services Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified

Programme: (2) Local Public Relations and Public Information;
(4) Civic Responsibility

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LIU)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in Programmes (2) and (4) that the respective provision for 2025-26 are
$44.1 million (15.5%) and $39.2 million (55.8%), higher than the revised estimate for
2024-25. This is mainly due to the increased work for media services and promotion of
co-hosting the 15" National Games, the 12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities and
the 9™ National Special Olympic Games. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Committee of the following:

(1) the details of the media services and local publicity and promotion projects expected to
be provided by the Information Services Department (ISD); and

(2) regarding the work mentioned in item (1), whether the ISD has set Performance
Indicators to monitor the effectiveness of relevant work; if yes, what are the details; if
not, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHAU Siu-chung (LegCo internal reference no.:5)

Reply:

(1) Co-hosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, the 15" National Games (NG), and
the 12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9™ Special Olympic Games
(NGD and NSOG) will be held from 9 to 21 November and from 8 to
15 December 2025 respectively. The Games mark an important milestone in
strengthening sports co-operation and exchange between Hong Kong and the Mainland,
and it also helps enhance the position of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area as a hub for mega events. It is anticipated that strong media interest will arise
in covering the Games.

To facilitate reporters’ coverage of the sports competitions of the Games in Hong Kong,

the Government will set up a Main Media Centre (MMC) as the prime workplace for
reporters. Venue-based Media Centres (VMCs) will also be set up for reporters’ use
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()

during the competitions. The Information Services Department (ISD) will deploy
manpower to provide services and assistance to reporters at the MMC and VMCs. It
will also arrange to provide comprehensive official information on the competitions for
mediause. About $28 million has been allocated to the ISD to provide the above media
services to reporters in Hong Kong during the NG, NGD and NSOG.

For the publicity and promotion of the NG and the NGD and NSOG in Hong Kong,
$39.4 million has been allocated to the ISD in the 2025-26 financial year. It is mainly
for managing the Facebook and Instagram pages, production of TV and radio
Announcement in the Public Interests, giant banners and posters, as well as placement
of print, electronic and outdoor advertising, etc. In addition, the ISD will produce a
series of short videos on the NG and the NGD and NSOG, and upload them to various
accounts set up by the ISD on different social media platforms. The ISD also plans to
collaborate with suitable local key opinion leaders (KOLSs) for them to issue promotional
posts on their social media accounts. Through various forms of publicity and
promotional efforts, it is hoped that the awareness and interest of the general public in
the mega sports events of the NG and the NGD and NSOG, will be enhanced.

The ISD will fully utilise internal resources and the allocated provision to provide the
best services to reporters covering the NG, NGD and NSOG in Hong Kong. Publicity
and promotional efforts help enhance the positive image of Hong Kong, facilitating the
development of Hong Kong as a centre for major international sports events and sports
as an industry, bringing intangible benefits to the economy. Since these economic
benefits cannot be quantified, it is difficult to set a key performance indicator for the
publicity measures in general.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB106
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2803)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

It is mentioned in Programme (1) that one aspect of the work of the Information Services
Department (ISD) is to sponsor VIPs from the Mainland and overseas to visit Hong Kong.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Committee of the following:

(1) the number of visitors invited by the ISD on sponsorship and the breakdown by visitors’
category (i.e. political and business leaders, academia and media representatives, etc.)
and region of origin over the past year;

(2) regarding item (1), the expenditure incurred for the sponsorship programme; and

(3) in respect of the number of sponsored visitors and visiting VIPs assisted planned to be
increased from 93 to 130 in 2025, the estimated expenditure incurred?

Asked by: Hon CHAU Siu-chung (LegCo internal reference no.: 6)

Reply:

In 2024-25, the Information Services Department assisted a total of 95 sponsored visitors and
prominent guests to Hong Kong, including 55 sponsored visitors and 40 non-sponsored
visitors, with sponsorship expenditure of about $2.52 million (as at the end of February 2025).
These visitors came from the Mainland, Africa, America, Asia, Europe, the Middle East and
Oceania, involving sectors including government, business, academia, arts and culture,
innovation and technology, international/regional organisations and think-tanks, etc. As the
Government continues to strengthen connection and exchanges with the Mainland and the
rest of the world, the number of sponsored visitors is expected to increase further in 2025-26,
with an estimated expenditure of $5.5 million. The actual expenditure may be adjusted
depending on the number and nature of visitors, as well as their places of departure.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB107

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 0832)

Head: (74) Information Services Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (000) Operational Expenses

Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong;

(4) Civic Responsibility

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LIU)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Information Services Department (ISD) performs its work under this Programme mainly
via the following channels: the Brand Hong Kong platform, including activities, homepages
and social media like Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, WeChat, Weibo, X, YOUKU and
YouTube. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

1.

the top 3 to 5 most impactful government publicity videos produced by the ISD over the
past 5 years with their respective production expenditure; on which Brand Hong Kong
platforms (e.g. activities, homepage and social media like Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, WeChat, Weibo, X, Youku and YouTube, etc.) they were released; and the
approximate number of online views on each released platform; and

the top 3 to 5 Television (TV) Announcements in the Public Interest (APIs) and the top
3 to 5 radio APIs produced by the ISD with higher production cost or higher broadcast
frequencies in the past 5 financial years; the respective production cost of these TV
APIs; their approximate number of views on the major broadcast platforms; the
respective production cost of these radio APIs; their broadcast frequencies on the major
radio channels?

Asked by: Hon CHEN Chung-nin, Rock (LegCo internal reference no.: 21)
Reply:

The Information Services Department (ISD) has been producing videos on various
themes to promote Hong Kong as Asia’s world city and an events capital abound with
opportunities. Over the past 5 years, the 3 most impactful videos produced by the ISD
for external promotion are as follows:
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Publicity video “Asia’s Event “Hong Kong — Where “Asia’s Event
Capital — April the World Looks Capital — June
(2024)” Ahead” (2024)”
Issue date May 2024 August 2023 July 2024
Production cost ($) | In-house 998,000 In-house
production, no | (cost included the | production, no
additional  costs | production of 1-minute | additional costs
involved and 30-second versions in | involved
English and Putonghua)
Video views (as of 6 March 2025)
Facebook 3300 000 1856 132 1900 000
Instagram 3582 429 2 697 031 2410921
LinkedIn 927 666 1429 519 455
X (formerly known 851 Not released on this 713
as Twitter) platform
YouTube 623 539 039 388
WeChat ({#{2) 1521771 324 31591
Weibo (%) 716 000 1990 000 1 030 000

Youku (fEF)

Platform does not provide such data

2. Television (TV) Announcements in the Public Interest (APIs) are mainly broadcast on 27

channels of 5 local TV stations in Hong Kong, while radio APIs are mainly broadcast on

12 channels of 3 radio stations in Hong Kong.

In the past 5 financial years, the 3 TV

APIs and radio APIs, produced by the ISD, with the highest broadcast frequencies are as

follows:
Titles of TV and “Hong Kong “Have Faith, “A New Era-—
radio APIs National Security | Together We Fight | Stability. Prosperity.
(year) Law” the Virus” Opportunity”
(2020-21) (A 60-second TV (A 60-second TV
API) (2020-21) API) (2022-23)
Production cost ($) 43,100
(Note) (post-production) 240,000 1,380,000
Number of
broadcast of TV
APIs on TV 8 708 5550 6 396
channels
Number of
broadcast of radio
APIs on radio 1693 4 824 3137
channels

Note: The procurement contracts included the total production cost of the TV and radio
APIs without breakdowns.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB108
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1547)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (3) Public Opinion
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

In replying the written question raised by a Legislative Council member last year, the
Government indicated that the Information Services Department (ISD) would set aside around
$2 million in 2024-25 for monitoring public opinions expressed on Mainland social media
platforms. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

1.

the final use of the provision concerned and the relevant effectiveness (e.g. as to
enhancing the Government’s understanding of public sentiments and public opinions for
targeted policies);

a number of targets are mentioned in this Programme (e.g. “19 newspaper monitored each

99 ¢¢

day”, “an estimate of 5 730 hours of news and public affairs programmes monitored on
major television stations”, “an estimate of 5 480 hours of monitoring popular social media
platforms”; the manpower (and their ranks) responsible for relevant work, their
emoluments, and how they account for the total establishment and emolument expenses

of the ISD;

the estimated expenditure for this Programme is 2.9% higher than the revised estimate for
last year, and is 14% higher than the actual provision for 2023-24, what is the specific use
of the increased estimate?

Asked by: Hon CHOW Man-kong (LegCo internal reference no.: 31)
Reply:

1.

The Information Services Department (ISD) has been keeping a close watch on public
opinions expressed on major social media platforms, including Facebook, Instagram and
YouTube, etc. to stay abreast of public sentiments. As Hong Kong and the Mainland
are closely connected, with frequent exchanges of personnel and a growing number of
Mainland netizens sharing and discussing policies of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government or the social situation in Hong Kong, the
ISD has expanded the scope of its public opinion monitoring since 2024-25 to cover
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popular Mainland social media platforms, such as WeChat, Weibo, Xiaohongshu and
Douyin, etc. so as to grasp online public opinions in a timely and comprehensive manner.

The ISD utilises outsourced services making use of advanced tools such as big data
analytics and computer programmes to monitor social media platforms for discussions
relating to the work of the HKSAR Government, with the help of human input for analysis
and compilation for enhanced accuracy and reliability, to help bureaux and departments
learn more about the views of the public during the formulation and implementation of
policies, and make timely responses and clarifications as appropriate.

It is part of the day-to-day work of Information Officers at the headquarters or deployed
to various bureaux and departments to monitor media reports on newspapers, radio and
television stations, as well as public opinions expressed on major social media platforms.
We are therefore not able to give a separate account of the exact manpower involved and
related expenses incurred.

In Programme (3) Public Opinion, provision for 2025-26 is 2.9% higher than the revised
estimate for 2024-25. This is mainly due to the increased provision for operating
expenses. Provision for 2025-26 is 14% higher than the actual provision for 2023-24.
Apart from the aforesaid reason, it is also due to the increased provision in 2024-25 for
expanding the monitoring radar to cover popular Mainland social media platforms.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB109
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 1468)

Head: (74) Information Services Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified

Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong;
(2) Local Public Relations and Public Information;
(4) Civic Responsibility

Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LIU)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the publicity and dissemination of Government messages by the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government, will the Government inform this Council of the
following:

1.  the expenditure for producing promotional videos, special programmes and projects by
the Government to disseminate updated and general livelihood information to the public;
the respective expenditure incurred by promotion, broadcast or release of advertisements
on television stations, radio stations, online platforms and social media; the number of
views of various promotion projects on various media and online platforms in the past
5 financial years;

2. the monthly variation on the number of followers of the dedicated pages or accounts on
the social media managed by the Information Services Department (ISD) over the past
5 years; the average reach of each post to the public/netizens during the same period,;

3. for overseas, the respective expenditure for the Government’s promotion, projects and
activities, etc. in the areas of (including but not limited to) attracting enterprises,
investment, talents and promotion of tourism in the past 5 financial years;

4.  whether the ISD has regularly reviewed the existing promotion projects and channels,
so that new social media platforms and media can be engaged in a timely manner to
effectively disseminate useful information to people across the community spectrum
locally, and to extend the reach of promotion on attracting enterprises, investment and
talents overseas?

Asked by: Hon HO King-hong, Adrian Pedro (LegCo internal reference no.: 27)
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Reply:

1.

Bureaux/departments (B/Ds) produce Television (TV) and Radio Announcements in the
Public Interest (APIs) based on their needs, with technical assistance provided by the
Information Services Department (ISD). The ISD does not maintain a centralised
record of the relevant costs of the TV APIs produced by other B/Ds. TV APIs are
mainly broadcast in free airtime slots on 27 channels of 5 local TV stations in Hong
Kong. As for radio APIs, they are mainly broadcast on 12 channels of 3 radio stations
in Hong Kong. Free airtime for TV and radio APIs is provided by the domestic free
and pay television programme service licensees and sound broadcasting licensees in
accordance with their respective licensing conditions, and therefore no advertising
expenditure is involved. Where appropriate, the 1ISD also enhances publicity of these
TV APIs through social media platforms, including the ISD YouTube channel and
website, news.gov.hk and Tamar Talk.

As for TV and radio APIs produced by the ISD, the 3 TV and radio APIs with the highest
number of broadcast in the past 5 financial years are as follows:

Titles of TV and “Hong Kong “Have Faith, “A New Era—
radio APIs National Together We Stability.
(Financial year) Security Law” Fight the Virus” Prosperity.
(2020-21) (A 60-second TV Opportunity”
API) (2020-21) (A 60-second TV
API) (2022-23)
Production cost ($) 43,100
(Note) (post-production) 240,000 1,380,000
Number of
broadcast of TV
APIs on TV 8 708 5550 6 396
channels
Number of
broadcast of radio
APIs on radio 1693 4 824 3137
channels

Note: The procurement contracts include the total production cost of the TV and radio
APIs without breakdowns.

As for other publicity activities such as special programmes and projects, they were

arranged by other B/Ds based on their needs, the ISD does not keep the relevant
information.
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2. Changes in the number of followers for Brand Hong Kong social media platforms over
the past 5 years:
WeChat/
’ X | Weibo WeChat Youku
Facebook | Instagram | Linkedin (formerly video (BHEE) YouTube
known as (t%i®) (s s
Twitter) [
FER)
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
Year followers followers followers followers followers followers followers subscribers
(rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of
increase) increase) increase) increase) increase) increase) increase) increase)
2020 87 846 8 355 4211 6 253 25500 22417 410 4145
2021 106 184 10 242 11 405 68 588 76 744 480 5279
(20.88%) | (22.59%) (170.84%) (168.97%) | (242.35%) (17.07%) (27.35%)
Account
oopp | 128315 12302 16 909 Opf,;zgon 74 200 93 785 518 6 099
(20.84%) | (20.11%) (48.26%) ey (8.18%) (22.42%) (7.91%) (15.53%)
suspended”
2023 152 298 22838 19 425 82604 97729 521 6911
(18.69%) | (85.64%) (14.88%) (11.33%) (4.21%) (0.57%) (13.31%)
2024 181722 25680 26 333 8737 87230 107 064 524 7 966
(19.32%) | (12.44%) (35.56%) (39.72%)# (5.60%) (9.55%) (0.57%) (15.26%)
Average Average no.
Year Average reach of each post reach of of views of
each video each video
2020 125239 220 890 24128 311 847 900 522 132128 2829
The
2021 116 177 119 263 100 536 Account 558 471 421919 platform 12 858
operation does not
2022 204 638 166 743 367 138 was 926 098 1285 689 provide 4902
temporarily statistics on
2023 | 189162 | 622911 182215 | suspended® | 1477531 | 2239037 reach of 1015
each video
2024 105 688 751793 274 106 323 949 183 2110818 3701
A Xaccount ceased operation starting from the end of August 2020.
#  Rate of increase compared to 2020.
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Changes in the number of followers for the

news.gov.hk over the past 5 years :

social media pages and accounts of

Instagram | Instagram X X news.gov.hk
Facebook (Chi) (Eng) Weibo WeChat (Chi) (Eng) WhatsApp | YouTube
channel
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
Year followers | followers | followers followers followers | followers | followers No. of subscribers
(rate of (rate of | (rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of (rate of followers (rate of
increase) | increase) | increase) increase) increase) increase) increase) increase)
2020 142 883 62 924 5683 1163797 48 693 35638 28 523 61518
2021 154 000 66 522 7 265 1172537 52 395 47 862 34638 66 439
(7.78%) | (5.72%) | (27.84%) | (0.75%) (7.60%) | (34.30%) | (21.44%) Wg:?]’;’t‘e'et (8.00%)
2022 166 370 76 810 10 451 1220 300 59 130 68 800 46 000 set upy 71820
(8.03%) | (15.47%) | (43.85%) (4.07%) (12.85%) | (43.75%) | (32.80%) (8.10%)
2023 170787 86 734 13 067 1232240 63574 84 062 49 393 73 057
(2.65%) | (12.92%) | (25.03%) (0.98%) (7.52%) | (22.18%) | (7.38%) (1.72%)
2024 174 884 100 249 14 378 1234739 70774 94 391 56 333 52 714@ 73 258
(2.40%) (15.58%) | (10.03%) (0.20%) (11.33%) (12.29%) (14.05%) (0.28%)
Average
Year Average reach of each post no. of
views of
each video
2020 34117 Statistics | Statistics 5 866 2126 4 607
were not | were not Statistics Statistics
2021 20731 kept kept were not were not 2370 1118 Channel 1580
kept kept was not yet
2022 28111 63 100 6 786 1816 1113 set up 5746
2023 25 506 55 861 13284 32550 296 1359 682 3032
The
platform
does not
2024 41 692 65 816 29914 29610 169 1031 443 provide 1783
statistics on
reach of
each post

@  The channel was launched in May 2024.
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Changes in the number of followers for Tamar Talk Facebook and Xiaohongshu over

the past 5 years:

Facebook Xiaohongshu
Year No. of followers (rate of increase) No. of fans
2020 35000
38 000
2021 (8.57%)
2022 51500 Account was not yet created
(35.53%)
53 000
2023 (2.91%)
54 500
2024 (2.83%) 5000@
Year Average reach of each post
2020 71700
2021 100 500
Account was not yet created
2022 134 600
2023 92 300
2024 104 000 4500 @

@@ Tamar Talk’s Xiaohongshu account was created and commenced trial operation in

February 2024.

It was verified and formally launched in October 2024.

The ISD has been coordinating and assisting in implementing public relations projects

outside Hong Kong, including exhibitions, forums, media partnership and various
The figures in the past 5 years are as follows:

promotional activities.

Year Number of public relations projects outside Hong Kong
coordinated and assisted by the ISD

2020 50

2021 50

2022 57

2023 59

2024 61
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The expenditure (including personal emoluments) relevant to initiatives on external
promotion has been included under Programme (1) Public Relations Outside Hong
Kong. The department does not maintain a breakdown of the expenditure. The total
expenditure of this programme in the past 5 years is as follows:

Financial Year Total expenditure ($m) for Programme (1)
Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
2020-21 181.8
2021-22 158.0
2022-23 180.1
2023-24 168.6
171.1
2024-25 (revised estimate)

The ISD promotes Hong Kong’s advantages and opportunities and tells the good stories
of Hong Kong through a number of measures, including collaborating with major local,
Mainland and international media to produce promotional content, place advertisements,
and make use of social media and electronic platforms to disseminate government
information. The ISD will continue to keep track of the latest market developments
and global trends, and make good use of different social media platforms, various
channels and methods to promote government messages.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB110
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1279)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

It was mentioned in the 2024-25 Budget that the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government would launch a Sponsored Overseas Speaking Engagement Programme (“The
Programme”). Renowned scholars and industry leaders will be sponsored to promote Hong
Kong overseas. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of the
following:

(1) over the past year, the expenditure incurred and the manpower;

(2) over the past year, the breakdown of (i) the number of applications received and the
number of approved applications; (ii) the sponsorship amount approved and (iii) the
number of participants, details of the events and their scale;

(3) whether there is any criteria or conditions for defining renowned scholars and industry
leaders, if yes, what are the details; if no, what are the reasons;

(4) whether there is any eligibility criteria for the events sponsored; if yes, what are the
details; if no, what are the reasons; and

(5) whether the Government has evaluated the effectiveness of the Programme; if yes, what
are the details; if no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon IP LAU Suk-yee, Regina (LegCo internal reference no.: 3)

Reply:

To step up external promotion of Hong Kong, the Information Services Department (ISD)
launched the Sponsored Overseas Speaking Engagement Programme (the Programme) in
2024-25. Under the Programme, sponsorship will be provided by ISD to renowned
academics, leaders or experts in their respective industries, sectors or professions to speak at
Hong Kong SAR Government-supported events held abroad, such as conferences, forums,
summits and receptions, etc. With their professional background, rich experience and high
recognition in their respective fields, as well as broad external network, these speakers can
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act as Hong Kong’s ambassadors to help promote Hong Kong's strengths and advantages to
the world.

Generally speaking, ISD works with the overseas Economic and Trade Offices (ETOs) to
identify suitable overseas speaking occasions and invite different speakers to give speeches
so that overseas audiences can fully understand Hong Kong's latest developments, and their
perception of Hong Kong can be enhanced.

In 2024-25, in accordance with the established mechanism, ISD sponsored 3 speakers from
the political, cultural and academic fields to visit Europe, Australia and the Middle East
respectively. The itineraries included giving speeches at publicity and promotion activities
held by relevant overseas ETOs and at international seminar, involving audiences of around
650 persons. The related expenses were about $250,000, and the Programme was
implemented by existing ISD staff.

The promotion and publicity under the Programme will enable the local people to understand
Hong Kong’s latest developments in economy, culture and other aspects, promote positive
perception of Hong Kong overseas, and bring intangible benefits to the Hong Kong economy.
ISD will continue to work with the overseas ETOs to promote this Programme, and will keep
monitoring its implementation and review its effectiveness in order to enhance the publicity
impact.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB111
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1291)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Apollonia, LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

Regarding Programme (1) on the estimated expenditure of Public Relations Outside Hong
Kong, will the Government inform this Council of the following:

(1) the breakdown of the following over the past 5 years : (i) the number of advertisement
placed on overseas media platforms (including newspapers, magazines, television
stations, radios, video websites, social media and streaming platforms); (ii) the content
of the advertisements; (iii) the platforms involved; (iv) the number of reach; (v) the
policy bureaux/departments involved; and (vi) the respective expenditure incurred,;

(2) the breakdown of the respective number of interviews actively provided by the
Government for locally-based international media and visiting journalists, details of the
interviews, the officials involved and the expenditure incurred over the past 5 years;

(3) the breakdown of the respective number of visitors (by country/region and sector of the
visitors) invited to visit Hong Kong under the Sponsored Visitors Programme over the
past 5 years;

(4) the breakdown of the respective number of promotional activities organised outside
Hong Kong, details of the activities, and the expenditure incurred over the past 5 years;

(5) the breakdown of the expenditure incurred for maintaining the operation of Brand Hong
Kong platform over the past 5 years; and

(6) whether key performance indicators have been set regarding the effectiveness of the

measures mentioned in items (1) to (4) above; if yes, what are the details; if no, what are
the reasons?

Asked by: Hon IP LAU Suk-yee, Regina (LegCo internal reference no.: 15)
Reply:
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(1)

(2)

@)

The current-term Government attaches great importance to telling the good stories of
Hong Kong. Policy bureaux and departments, as well as Government officials, often
introduce the policies and development of Hong Kong through local, Mainland and
overseas media. If necessary, advertisements are also placed on overseas media
platforms through different channels (such as advertising agencies, media release
distribution platforms and media partnerships, etc.). The types of advertisements
concerned are very diverse (for example, newspaper and magazine print ads, website
ads, social media promotions, mobile application ads and TV commercials, etc.),
covering a wide range of subject areas. Hence, detailed figures, content or the number
of reach of the advertisements over the past 5 years are not available.

As regards advertisements placed by the Information Services Department (ISD) on
overseas media platforms, the focus of the promotion content is to promote : Hong
Kong’s development of “eight centres” as outlined in the 14" Five-Year Plan, which
cover the areas of finance, trade, innovation and technology, international cultural
exchange, shipping and aviation, legal and dispute resolution services as well as
intellectual property trading; the city’s strengths as a well-connected, dynamic and
diverse cosmopolitan with world-class education, talent and infrastructure; and the
growing emphasis on quality living and conservation of nature and heritage. To tie in
with the opening of the Kai Tak Sports Park and the 15" National Games, the 121"
National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the ninth National Special Olympic
Games to be co-hosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao at the end of the year,
the ISD has also disseminated news and information that could help tell the good stories
of Hong Kong. The relevant expenditure has been included under the total expenditure
of Programme (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong. The department does not
maintain itemised breakdown of the expenditure.

The ISD’s regular duties also include providing assistance to journalists from both the
Mainland and overseas, as well as sponsoring their visits to Hong Kong to cover major
events and interview officials.  This initiative aims to promote Hong Kong’s
advantages and opportunities across various sectors. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the ISD did not sponsor any journalists to visit Hong Kong during the 2 financial years
in 2020-21 and 2021-22. In 2022-23, 83 journalists were sponsored to visit Hong
Kong, incurring an expenditure of around $1.17 million. In 2023-24, the number of
sponsored journalists was 164, incurring an expenditure of around $2.19 million. In
2024-25 (up to end February 2025), 214 journalists were sponsored to visit Hong Kong
and the relevant expenditure was about $2.17 million.

Besides, through the Sponsored Visitors Programme (SVP), the ISD invites influential
figures from places outside Hong Kong, such as political and business leaders, industry
dignitaries, think-tank members, opinion leaders, scholars, etc., to come to Hong Kong
to understand the latest developments, opportunities and advantages of the city, and
“bring home” our good stories. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no sponsored visitors
were received under the SVP in the first 2 years of the three-year period from 2020-21
to 2022-23, while 2 SVP visitors came in the third year incurring an expenditure of about
$34,000. In 2023-24, there were 39 SVP visitors with an expenditure of about $1.9
million. In 2024-25 (up to end February 2025), there were 55 SVP visitors with an
expenditure of about $2.52 million. These visitors came from the Mainland, Africa,
America, Asia, Europe, the Middle East and Oceania involving different sectors, such
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(4)

()

as government, business, academia, arts and culture, innovation and technology,
international/regional organisations and think-tanks, etc.

The ISD carries out promotional activities in different forms outside Hong Kong as
necessary, including public relations and publicity efforts to tie in with the delegation
visits led by the Chief Executive and the Financial Secretary to the Mainland and
overseas, as well as “Immersive Hong Kong” roving exhibitions. As the types of
promotional activities are diverse, the detailed content cannot be provided. The
relevant expenditure has been included under the total expenditure of Programme (1)
Public Relations Outside Hong Kong. The ISD does not maintain itemised breakdown
of the expenditure. The department also does not maintain relevant information and
expenditures by individual bureaux and departments.

Over the past 5 years, the ISD continued to promote Hong Kong as Asia’s world city
and an events capital abound with opportunities through the Brand Hong Kong platform
by various means (including events, website and social media promotion etc.). The
Brand Hong Kong platform falls under the scope of work of Programme (1) Public
Relations Outside Hong Kong. The relevant expenditure has been included under the
total expenditure of Programme (1). The department does not maintain itemised
breakdown of the expenditure.

The expenditure for the above-mentioned publicity work outside Hong Kong under the ISD’s
purview (including expenditure for items (2) and (3) above and personal emoluments of the
relevant programme) has been included in the provision for Programme (1) Public Relations
Outside Hong Kong. Details are as follows:

(6)

Financial Year Total expenditure ($m) for
Programme (1) Public Relations
Outside Hong Kong

2020-21 181.8
2021-22 158.0
2022-23 180.1
2023-24 168.6
2024-25 1711

(revised estimate)

The Government’s promotion and publicity in the Mainland and overseas helps to
enhance the positive perception of Hong Kong, consolidate Hong Kong’s status as an
international metropolis and bring intangible benefits to the economy. As these
economic benefits cannot be quantified, it is difficult to establish key performance
indicators for the promotional work in general.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB112
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 2904)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

Last year, the Information Services Department launched a Sponsored Overseas Speaking
Engagement Programme (“The Programme™), under which sponsorship would be provided
to renowned academia, industry or business leaders to speak at Hong Kong SAR Government-
supported events held abroad, such as conferences, forums, summits and receptions, etc. to
help promote Hong Kong's strengths and advantages to the world. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Committee of the following:

(1) overthe past year, the number of speakers (i) initially invited; (ii) successfully sponsored
to participate in the Programme and a breakdown by their professional background (e.g.
academic, business, innovation and technology and culture and arts sectors, etc.) of the
sponsored speakers;

(2) over the past year, (i) distribution by region (e.g. North America, Europe and South East
Asia, etc.) that the sponsored speakers visited; (ii) nature of the events (e.g. international
conference, industry summit and cultural exchange forum, etc.) and the total expenditure
sponsored for each event and the specific use (e.g. transportation, accommodation and
preparation for speaking engagement, etc.);

(3) since the launch of the Programme, whether the Government has monitored the
effectiveness of each sponsored speaking engagement, including compiling statistics of
(i) the number of overseas media reports that were generated or carried; (ii) the number
of potential investors or enterprises that actively contacted relevant organisations in
Hong Kong as a result of the speaking engagement; and (iii) the total number of
international co-operation or investment projects that were generated; if yes, please
provide a breakdown; if no, what are the reasons; and

(4) whether the Government will continue the Programme in 2025-26; if yes, the estimated
expenditure expected to be incurred and the estimated financial gain brought about by
the Programme?

Asked by: Hon LAM Chun-sing (LegCo internal reference no.: 12)
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Reply:

To step up external promotion of Hong Kong, the Information Services Department (ISD)
launched the Sponsored Overseas Speaking Engagement Programme (the Programme) in
2024-25.  Under the Programme, sponsorship will be provided by ISD to renowned
academics, leaders or experts in their respective industries, sectors or professions to speak at
Hong Kong SAR Government-supported events held abroad, such as conferences, forums,
summits and receptions, etc. With their professional background, rich experience and high
recognition in their respective fields, as well as broad external network, these speakers can
act as Hong Kong’s ambassadors to help promote Hong Kong's strengths and advantages to
the world.

Generally speaking, 1SD works with the overseas Economic and Trade Offices (ETOs) to
identify suitable overseas speaking occasions and invite different speakers to give speeches
so that overseas audiences can fully understand Hong Kong's latest developments, and their
perception of Hong Kong can be enhanced.

In 2024-25, in accordance with the established mechanism, ISD sponsored 3 speakers from
the political, cultural and academic fields to visit Europe, Australia and the Middle East
respectively. The itineraries included giving speeches at publicity and promotion activities
held by relevant overseas ETOs and at international seminar, involving audiences of around
650 persons. The related expenses were about $250,000.

The promotion and publicity under the Programme will enable the local people to understand
Hong Kong’s latest developments in economy, culture and other aspects, promote positive
perception of Hong Kong overseas, and bring intangible benefits to the Hong Kong economy.
ISD will continue to work with the overseas ETOs to promote this Programme, and will keep
monitoring its implementation and review its effectiveness in order to enhance the publicity
impact.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB113
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3079)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (2) Local Public Relations and Public Information
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

The provision for 2025-26 under this Programme is $329.4 million, which is considerably
higher than the revised provision for 2024-25 by 15.5%. According to the Controlling
Officer’s explanation, the change is mainly due to the increased provision for media services
in relation to the co-hosting of the 15 National Games, the 12" National Games for Persons
with Disabilities and the 9™ National Special Olympic Games, as well as full-year effect of
vacancies filled in 2024-25. In this connection, will the Government inform this Committee
of:

(a) provision for media services in 2025-26 regarding the co-hosting of the 15" National
Games;

(b) provision for media services in 2025-26 regarding the co-hosting of the 12! National
Games for Persons with Disabilities; and

(c) provision for media services in 2025-26 regarding the co-hosting of the 9" National
Special Olympic Games?

Asked by: Hon LOONG Hon-biu, Louis (LegCo internal reference no.: 38)

Reply:

Co-hosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, the 15" National Games (NG), and the
12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9" Special Olympic Games (NGD
and NSOG), will be held from 9 to 21 November and from 8 to 15 December 2025
respectively. The Games mark an important milestone in strengthening sports co-operation
and exchange between Hong Kong and the Mainland, and it also helps enhance the position
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as a hub for mega events. It is
anticipated that strong media interest will arise in covering the Games.

To facilitate reporters’ coverage of the sports competitions in Hong Kong, the Government
will set up a Main Media Centre (MMC) as the prime workplace for reporters. Venue-based
Media Centres (VMCs) will also be set up for reporters’ use during the competitions. The
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Information Services Department (ISD) will deploy manpower to provide services and
assistance to reporters at the MMC and VMCs. The ISD will also arrange to provide

comprehensive official information on the competitions for media use.

The ISD has been allocated a provision of about $28 million to provide the above media
services to reporters in Hong Kong during the NG, NGD and NSOG.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB114
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3080)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (4) Civic Responsibility
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

The provision for 2025-26 under this Programme is $109.4 million, which is considerably
higher than the revised provision for 2024-25 by 55.8%. According to the Controlling
Officer’s explanation, the change is mainly due to the increased provision for local publicity
and promotion in relation to the co-hosting of the 15" National Games, the 12" National
Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9" National Special Olympic Games. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Committee of:

(a) provision for local publicity and promotion in 2025-26 regarding the co-hosting of the
15" National Games:

(b) provision for local publicity and promotion in 2025-26 regarding the co-hosting of the
12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities; and

(c) provision for local publicity and promotion in 2025-26 regarding the co-hosting of the 9*"
National Special Olympic Games?

Asked by: Hon LOONG Hon-biu, Louis (LegCo internal reference no.: 39)

Reply:

Co-hosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, the 15" National Games (NG), and the
12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9" Special Olympic Games (NGD
and NSOG), will be held from 9 to 21 November and from 8 to 15 December 2025
respectively. The Games mark an important milestone in strengthening sports co-operation
and exchange between Hong Kong and the Mainland, and it also helps enhance the position
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as a hub for mega events. For the
publicity and promotion of the NG and the NGD and NSOG in Hong Kong, $39.4 million has
been allocated to the Information Services Department (ISD) in the 2025-26 financial year.
It is mainly for managing the Facebook and Instagram pages, production of TV and radio
Announcements in the Public Interests, giant banners and posters, as well as placement of
print, electronic and outdoor advertising, etc. In addition, the 1SD will produce a series of
short videos on the NG and the NGD and NSOG, and upload them to various accounts set up
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by the ISD on different social media platforms. The ISD also plans to collaborate with
suitable local key opinion leaders (KOLs) for them to issue promotional posts on their social
media accounts. Through various forms of publicity and promotional efforts, it is hoped that
awareness and interest of the general public in the two mega sports events of the NG and the
NGD and NSOG, will be enhanced.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB115
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 1997)
Head: (74) Information Services Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not specified
Programme: (1) Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
Controlling Officer: Director of Information Services (Mrs Apollonia LI1U)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
Question:

It is pointed out in the Brief Description that the Information Services Department is geared
to promoting Hong Kong as Asia’s World City and an events capital abound with
opportunities. In this connection, will the Government inform this Comittee of the following:

a)

b)

c)

the estimates dedicated to the promotional work relating to the events capital over the
past 5 years;

whether there was specific work and plan put forward for promoting the events capital
over the past 3 years; if yes, what are the details; if no, what are the reasons;

the scale and organisational structure of the existing manpower responsible for
promoting the events capital, etc; how many of them are dedicated staff; how many are
full time staff?

Asked by: Hon Hon LUK Hon-man, Benson (LegCo internal reference no.: 21)

Reply:
a) The Information Services Department (ISD) has been adopting various means and

measures on external promotion of the advantages, potentials and opportunities of Hong
Kong, including promoting Hong Kong as Asia’s events capital and telling the good
stories of Hong Kong. The major means and measures include: collaborating with
leading local, Mainland and international media to produce publicity content and place
advertisements; using multimedia channels and networks, such as promotion via social
media and digital platforms; partnering with mega event organisers to promote Brand
Hong Kong and mega events; inviting prominent political, business and media leaders
to visit Hong Kong with tailor-made itineraries, including joining different kinds of
mega events as far as possible. These visitors can see for themselves the latest
developments in the city, and bring home the good stories of Hong Kong.

Promotional work relating to events capital falls under Programme (1) Public Relations
Outside Hong Kong. Relevant expenses have been included in the financial provision
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b)

for Programme (1), including personal emoluments. Table below lists out the total
expenditure for Programme (1) in the past 5 years.

Financial Year Total expenditure for Programme (1)
Public Relations Outside Hong Kong
(3m)
2020-21 181.8
2021-22 158.0
2022-23 180.1
2023-24 168.6
2024-25 171.1
(revised estimate)

To promote Hong Kong as Asia’s events capital, the ISD has set up a dedicated page
titled Mega Events on the Brand Hong Kong website, allowing the public to browse the
calendars of mega events in Hong Kong and relevant information.  To enhance external
publicity and promotion, the ISD makes use of the social media platforms of Brand
Hong Kong and invites media from the Mainland and overseas countries to cover these
events in Hong Kong, while efforts are also made to promote the events on the
Mainland's social platforms such as Xiaohongshu. Furthermore, the ISD produces
monthly TV Announcements in the Public Interest (APIs) and social media video clips
to let a wider public learn about the mega events held in Hong Kong during the month.

Promotional work relating to events capital is one of the duties of ISD officers. As
they also perform other duties, the requested information therefore cannot be provided.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB116
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3415)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley

LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the work of the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau on the Youth Link (YL):

1.  What are the Bureau’s manpower and expenditure involved in managing and operating
the YL?

2. What are the total number of youth members of the YL to date, as well as the gender
ratio and age distribution thereof? What was the increase in the number of members
last year?

3. How many activities have been held in total under the YL so far? What is the
expenditure involved in each activity?

4.  Inaddition to setting up a physical platform for YL members in Nam Cheong, does the

Bureau have any plans to further encourage young people to join the YL? If yes, what
are the details and estimated expenditure?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hoi-yan (LegCo internal reference no.: 19)
Reply:

1.

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) has implemented the Youth Link (YL)
mainly with existing resources. At present, YL activities are primarily co-ordinated by
1 Chief Executive Manager and 2 Senior Executive Managers appointed on non-civil
service contract terms at the HYAB. Since they are also responsible for other regular
duties, we cannot single out the exact manpower and estimated expenditure involved.

The HYAB launched the YL in September 2023 to link up participants of various
government youth programmes, offering them opportunities to develop diverse talents
and participate in public affairs, as well as strengthening their communication,
interaction and mutual trust with the Government. The YL currently has over 18 000
youth members, representing an increase of more than 10 000 members over the figure
last year. Among the members, 47% are male and 53% female, and their age
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distribution is: 42% of them are aged 12 to 17, 45% aged 18 to 25, 10% aged 26 to 33
and 3% aged 34 to 39.

Since the launch of the YL, the HYAB has organised an array of activities for its
members. To name a few, the Youth Dialogue on “The Chief Executive’s 2024 Policy
Address” and other Youth Dialogue sessions, the historical and cultural exchange tour
to Jiangxi Province, the exchange tour “Exploring Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Opportunities in the Greater Bay Area”, visits to youth hostels and the National Security
Exhibition Gallery, some voluntary work in large-scale government events, as well as
attendances at international events.  For instance, in November 2024 several
YL members took part as delegates from Hong Kong, China in an official youth
development programme under the framework of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) held in Peru, where they had in-depth exchanges with other youth
delegates from various member economies in the Asia-Pacific region. The HYAB has
met and exceeded the target of organising and providing at least 10 youth development
activities for YL members by end-2024, as the attendances at YL activities have reached
over 2 400 to date. Since the HYAB has implemented the YL mainly with existing
resources, we cannot single out the expenditure involved.

The HYAB will strive to attract more young people to join as YL members through
organising more diverse activities. We will organise or provide at least 20 youth
development activities for members within 2025.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB117
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3416)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned under the Programme that the Bureau will take forward the establishment of
the “Youth Post” hostel and spaces for cultural and arts exchanges for youths in the Kai Tak
Community Isolation Facility.

1.  Please advise on the Bureau’s manpower and expenditure involved in the “Youth Post”.

2. Has the Bureau set any performance indicators for the operator of the “Youth Post”,
such as in 5 years’ time the targeted numbers of overseas and local young beneficiaries,
and the planned number of activities to be held for cultural, arts and sport exchanges
among youths?

3. In addition to enhancing ancillary transport facilities, what are the Bureau’s specific
plans on creating synergy among the “Youth Post”, the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal and
the Kai Tak Sports Park by pooling their resources? Will the Bureau consider
introducing co-organised programmes, special experience activities or discount
packages to attract more local citizens and tourists to visit these places? If yes, what
are the details and estimated expenditure? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hoi-yan (LegCo internal reference no.: 20)

Reply:

To expand spaces and network for youths, the 2024 Policy Address announced that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility
into a youth development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and
creating spaces for youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting mutual
exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating spaces to stimulate
creativity.

The Government issued a tender document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open
tender, a suitable organisation for operating the youth facility under a short-term tenancy of
5years. The awarded tenderer will operate the facility on a self-financing basis.  Our target
is that the concerned facility will progressively begin its operation within 2025.
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We have required applicant organisations to submit, in their tenders, proposals on how to
operate and utilise the “Youth Post”. The operator will also be required to submit annual
reports on the occupancy rates and utilisation of the “Youth Post”. We will further discuss
with the awarded tenderer on ways to utilise and publicise the “Youth Post”, including
collaboration arrangements between the awarded tenderer and relevant government
departments and/or organisations, with a view to promoting mutual exchange among
Mainland, overseas and local young people as well as boosting youth development.

Since the implementation of the “’Youth Post” initiative is undertaken by existing HY AB staff,
no additional expenditure is involved.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB118
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3417)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau has launched the “HKY outh+” youth mobile application
(HKYouth+) to provide a one-stop platform for disseminating information about youth
development programmes.

1.  Please set out the cost of application development, the yearly operation and maintenance
costs, the total number of downloads and the number of registered users of the
HKYouth+.

2. What was the expenditure incurred by the Bureau last year on publicising HKY outh+?
What will be the estimated expenditure thereon for the coming year?

3. Does the Bureau have any specific plans to further enhance the functions and publicity
of the HKYouth+ for boosting its usage rate and youth participation? If yes, what are
the details and estimates? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Hoi-yan (LegCo internal reference no.: 23)

Reply:

Since its launch, the “HKYouth+” youth mobile application (HKYouth+) has received
positive feedback from the public, with its numbers of downloads and members steadily on
the increase and reaching over 52 000 and 40 000 respectively as at end-March 2025.

The development cost of the HKYouth+ was $2,680,400, which covered the design of user
experience and interface, a content management system, setting up of infrastructure, as well
as development of the mobile application and back-end system. Since 2024-25 fell within
the maintenance period of application development, no maintenance costs were incurred for
the HKYouth+. As enhancement to the functions and system of the HKY outh+ is ongoing,
we cannot provide the estimated actual maintenance costs for 2025-26 at this stage.

Since the first release of the HKY outh+, we have closely monitored and assessed its operation
and users’ feedback for continuous enhancement to the system and user experience. We will
continue to create and upload more practical multi-media content and, in collaboration with
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different government departments / public organisations, provide more diverse information
about activities related to youth development and members’ offers.

To enhance synergy effects on the promotion of the HKYouth+ and various online platforms,
the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Youth Development Commission will
regularly post latest news of the HKYouth+ on their social media pages, and will draw up
customised promotional strategies for different target groups to release publicity information
in forms that young people will be interested in.  Meanwhile, we will continue to collaborate
with the 18 District Offices on district-level promotion and distribute publicity materials
through more than 700 secondary schools, tertiary institutions and Integrated Children and
Youth Services Centres under the purview of the Social Welfare Department. This is to
introduce to more young people the features and functions of the HKYouth+ as well as
members’ offers thereon, thereby attracting more young people to download and use the
application. As the HKYouth+ is usually promoted together with other youth development
programmes under the HY AB, we cannot single out the relevant estimated expenditure.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB119
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3319)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Expenditure on this Programme for 2025-26 is about $150.7 million (15.4%) higher than the
revised estimate for the previous financial year, and is mainly for promoting youth
development, social harmony, civic education including national education outside schools,
participation of young people in policy discussion, the development of social enterprises, and
the empowerment of women in Hong Kong. In this connection, please provide the following
information:

1.

As the estimate is $150.7 million higher than the revised expenditure for the previous
financial year, what are the respective provisions for youth development, social harmony
and civic education?

What are the respective numbers of application, funding amounts and project details
under the various funding schemes of the Alliance of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and
Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater Bay Area and the Youth Development Fund?

The Bureau will launch the “She Inspires” Mentorship Programme in 2025-26. What
specific initiatives are included therein to promote women’s workplace development?
What are the manpower and estimated expenditure involved?

Asked by: Hon CHAN Pui-leung (LegCo internal reference no.: 48)
Reply:

The increase of $150.7 million in the provision for 2025-26 over the revised estimate
for 2024-25 comprises an increase of $107.4 million in the cash flow requirements for
non-recurrent and capital account items, and an increase of $43.3 million in the recurrent
provision. The increased recurrent provision is for implementing various youth
development, women and family related initiatives as well as covering the operating
expenses. The Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) will continue to examine,
from time to time, the arrangements for various initiatives under Programme (2), with a
view to flexibly deploying the provision in taking forward initiatives relating to youth
development, social harmony and civic education.
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For 2025-26, the respective details of the Alliance of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and
Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater Bay Area (the Alliance) and the various funding
schemes of the Youth Development Fund are as follows:

(i)  Alliance of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases in the Greater
Bay Area

The HYAB, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the People’s Government of
Guangdong Province and the Human Resources and Social Security Department of
Guangdong Province took the lead to establish the Alliance in December 2023. The
Alliance has nearly 60 member organisations from various sectors in the Greater Bay
Area (GBA), including government and public organisations, innovation and
entrepreneurial  bases, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and social
organisations, post-secondary institutions and scientific research institutes, professional
organisations and venture funds, providing young entrepreneurs with a one-stop
information, publicity and exchange platform.

As of February 2025, over 160 activities had been organised in Guangdong and Hong
Kong by member organisations of the Alliance since its establishment, including the
Pavilion and Symposium of Hong Kong Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship in the
GBA at the “Entrepreneur Day 2024” organised by HYAB on 5 and 6 December 2024,
with the aim of offering the latest venture information and support to aspired Hong Kong
youths in pursuing development, innovation and entrepreneurship in different GBA
cities.

As the HY AB mainly deploys existing resources to carry out the work of the Alliance,
we cannot single out the estimated expenditures involved.

(i) HYAB Funding Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and HYAB Funding Scheme for Experiential
Programmes at Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases

To promote youth innovation and entrepreneurship, the HYAB and the Youth
Development Commission (YDC) rolled out in 2024 a new round of the HY AB Funding
Scheme for Youth Entrepreneurship in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area (the Entrepreneurship Scheme) and the HY AB Funding Scheme for Experiential
Programmes at Innovation and Entrepreneurial Bases (the Experiential Scheme), which
provide support for potential Hong Kong young entrepreneurs.

The Entrepreneurship Scheme subsidises NGOs to implement youth entrepreneurship
projects, under which young people intending to start their businesses locally and in
other GBA cities are provided with entrepreneurial support, incubation services and
start-up capital for 1 to 3 years. Under the previous round of Entrepreneurship
Scheme, we granted a total of about $130 million to 16 NGOs and 217 youth start-up
teams were successfully recruited. They cover a wide range of businesses, including
research and development of innovation and technology projects, retail, information
technology, healthcare, brand design and education services, etc. Relevant youth start-
up teams have started their businesses in Hong Kong aside, over 70 of them have also
established their bases in Mainland GBA cities such as Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai
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and Foshan. Under the new round of Entrepreneurship Scheme, we received 32
applications and granted around $170 million to 19 NGOs in late 2024, which are
expected to gradually launch their start-up projects in the first half of 2025 and provide
start-up capital and support services for about 260 youth start-up teams.

The Experiential Scheme subsidised, in its previous round, 12 NGOs to organise short-
term experiential programmes at the innovation and entrepreneurial bases in Mainland
GBA cities, from which about 300 youths have benefitted. Under the new round of
Experiential Scheme, we have received 48 applications and granted a total of about
$4.2 million to 14 NGOs, which will organise 18 different short-term experiential
programmes in various Mainland provinces/cities from this year onwards. It is
expected that around 600 youths will be able to explore entrepreneurial opportunities in
the enormous Mainland market.

(i) Funding Scheme for Youth Positive Thinking Activities and Funding Scheme for
Youth Adventure Training Activities

The HYAB and the YDC launched in end-2022 the Funding Scheme for Youth Positive
Thinking Activities (FSYPTA) and the Funding Scheme for Youth Adventure Training
Activities (FSYATA), with the aim of nurturing positive thinking among young people
and cultivating their positive values, thereby enabling them to become a new generation
possessing a sense of responsibility and having an aspiration and willingness to
contribute to the development of our country and Hong Kong. A total of about
$51 million has been approved under the first rounds of these two schemes for
subsidising 11 NGOs to conduct activities on promoting youth positive thinking.
Under the funded projects, activities have been gradually rolled out since the summer of
2023 for a period of around two years, and it is expected that no less than 16 000
attendance will be benefitted in total by mid-2025. The HYAB also rolled out a new
round (2025-27) of the FSYATA in December 2024 and a new round (2025-27) of the
FSYPTA in January 2025 for application by eligible NGOs. Itis expected that positive
thinking / adventure training activities of the approved projects under these two funding
schemes will be gradually rolled out starting from the summer of 2025 for about two
years.

(iv) Youth Start-up Internship Programme

The HYAB partners with Hong Kong Cyberport Management Company Limited and
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation to provide young people with
internship opportunities at local start-ups, with a view to fostering their interest in
pursuing a career in innovation and technology. Every year, this internship programme
offers a total of 200 three-to-six-month internship placements covering various
disciplines, such as data analysis, fintech, biotechnology, artificial intelligence
applications, business development, marketing and design, etc. As at 28 February
2025, while the internship programme is still open for application, the HYAB has
already received a total of 2996 applications. The estimated expenditure to be
involved is about $14 million in 2025-26.

The HY AB will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the two-year pilot “She Inspires”
Mentorship Programme (the Programme). Under the Programme, local female
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university students who aspire to pursue a career in professional or business sectors will
be matched with women leader mentors to promote women’s workplace development.
We will organise various types of training, seminars or sharing sessions for mentees,
arrange other relevant activities, as well as publicity and promotion. Our initial
estimation of the expenditure to be incurred by such initiatives is about $3.72 million in
2025-26. The work related to women’s development (including the implementation of
the Programme) is mainly taken up by the HY AB’s Women Affairs Team. In 2025-26,
the Team will be headed by 1 Administrative Officer Staff Grade C and staffed by 8
civil servant posts including Administrative Officer, Executive Officer as well as
Clerical and Secretarial Grades staff, together with the assistance of non-civil service
contract staff.  As all these staff are required to handle in parallel other work related to
women’s development, we cannot single out the staff establishment for the Programme.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB120
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3880)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title): (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2025-26 that the Bureau will
take forward the establishment of the “Youth Post” hostel and spaces for cultural and arts
exchanges for youths in the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility. In this connection,
please advise this Committee:

1. of the progress of the tender exercise for the hostel, the number of
companies/organisations having submitted an application, the commissioning date of
the hostel and the estimated costs to be incurred; and

2.  of the specific services that will be provided in the spaces to be established for cultural
and arts exchanges for youths, and whether the Bureau will consider making such venues
available for hire by small and medium local arts groups and artists, thereby supporting
local arts development; if yes, of the details.

Asked by: Hon CHENG Wing-shun, Vincent (LegCo internal reference no.: 60)

Reply:

To expand spaces and network for youths, the 2024 Policy Address announced that the Home
and Youth Affairs Bureau will convert the Kai Tak Community Isolation Facility into a youth
development facility, which includes setting up a “Youth Post” hostel and creating spaces for
youth cultural, arts and sports exchanges, with a view to promoting mutual exchange among
Mainland, overseas and local young people, and creating spaces to stimulate creativity.

The Government issued a tender document on 20 December 2024 to select, through open
tender, a suitable organisation for operating the youth facility under a short-term tenancy of
5years. Theawarded tenderer will operate the facility on a self-financing basis.  Our target
Is that the concerned facility will progressively begin its operation within 2025.
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We have required applicant organisations to submit, in their tenders, proposals on how to
operate and utilise the “Youth Post”. We will further discuss with the awarded tenderer on
ways to utilise and publicise the “Youth Post”, including collaboration arrangements between
the awarded tenderer and relevant government departments and/or organisations, with a view
to promoting mutual exchange among Mainland, overseas and local young people as well as
boosting youth development.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB121
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3835)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley

LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding women’s development, please advise on:

1)  the number of meetings convened by the Women’s Commission in each of the past 3
years, the topics covered in the meetings, the proposals put forward and the percentages
of proposal implementation;

2) the staff establishment for supporting the Women Empowerment Fund (WEF)
(including the ranks, posts, salary points and actual number of staff) and the operating
expenditure over the past year;

3) the details of the projects funded by the WEF to date, and for each project, the total
amount of funding, type of organisation, type of project and number of beneficiaries;
and

4) the initial details, progress, implementation timetable and estimated numbers of

participating women leaders and female university students of the mentorship
programme to be launched soon.

Asked by: Hon KAN Wai-mun, Carmen (LegCo internal reference no.: 54)
Reply:

1)

In the past 3 years, a total of 36 meetings of the Women’s Commission (WoC) and its
working groups were held to give advice on different women-related policies and
initiatives, including the Women Empowerment Fund (WEF), one-stop family and
women information portal, Family and Women Development Summit, “She Inspires”
Mentorship Programme, Capacity Building Mileage Programme, public education and
publicity activities, etc. The Government actively considers the WoC’s advice and
promotes the development of women through a multi-pronged strategy, including the
provision of an enabling environment, empowerment of women and public education,
as well as collaborations with other sectors in the community. When formulating
policies, the Government will continue to consult the WoC and give full consideration
to its advice.
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2)

3)

4)

The work on supporting the WEF is mainly taken up by Executive Officer grade staff,
with the assistance of non-civil service contract staff. As all these staff are required to
handle in parallel other work related to women’s development, and the operating
expenditure concerned is included in the estimates for Programme (2) of the Home and
Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB), there is no separate breakdown on the manpower and
operating expenditure of the WEF.

The WEF was established in June 2023 and the funded organisations are non-profit-
making or charitable women’s groups and non-governmental organisations. In
2023-24 and 2024-25, a total of 289 projects® were approved under the WEF and the
funding involved was about $43.28 million. The number of funded projects and
respective funding amounts by theme are as follows:

Category Number Funding
of amount
projects ($°000)

General projects

(1)  Assisting women in accomplishing transformations 46 9,810
in the job market

(i) Enhancing women’s awareness on their physical 54 9,110
and mental health

(i) Helping women to cope with different roles in 17 3,150
family and society

(iv) Motivating women to enhance their personal 37 6,910
attributes and achieve full potential

(v) Facilitating the use of new information and 25 3,570

communication technology
Thematic projects

(1) Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 93 6,930
Exchange Programme
(i) Programme on Women’s Participation in 17 3,800

Community Services

Total: 289 43,280

Since the establishment of the WEF, 73 of the approved projects have been completed.
Regarding the completed projects, the total attendance of the activities under the WEF
was about 39 000.

The HY AB will launch in the second quarter of 2025 the two-year pilot “She Inspires”
Mentorship Programme. Under the Programme, local female university students who
aspire to pursue a career in professional or business sectors will be matched with women
leader mentors, and will be provided with relevant training and activities to promote
women’s workplace development. We expect to recruit no less than 80 mentees in the
first year. We have taken forward the preparatory work, including drawing up details
of the initiatives and the recruitment of mentors and mentees. To date, about 50
women leaders have been recruited as mentors under the Programme.

115 projects were cancelled by the funded organisations after approval.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB122

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3952)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is mentioned in paragraph 209 of the Budget Speech that the Government will explore
regulating basketball betting activities and invite the Hong Kong Jockey Club to submit a
proposal. In this connection, will the Government inform this Committee of:

1.  the estimated provision for the preparations on regulating basketball betting; and

2.  the estimated additional expenditure on the Government’s “Enjoy the Game, Say No to
Gambling” publicity campaign for preventing gambling addiction?

Asked by: Hon LAM Shun-chiu, Dennis (LegCo internal reference no.: 38)

Reply:

As a matter of policy, the Government does not encourage gambling. To address gambling-
related issues, the Government adopts a multi-pronged strategy, including regulation through
legislation, law enforcement against illegal gambling activities, public education on the harms
of gambling addiction, and provision of counselling and support services to people in need.

Among these measures, the provision of legal gambling outlets is aimed at responding to the
public demand for certain gambling activities, so that people will not turn to illegal operators
to place bets. At present, under the Betting Duty Ordinance (BDO) (Cap. 108), the
Government authorises the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct horse race betting,
the Mark Six Lottery and football betting. A number of conditions have been imposed under
the relevant betting licences issued to the HKJC to require its adoption of measures to
minimise the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people. These
conditions include that the HKJC shall not accept bets from juveniles; shall not accept credit
betting; shall display notices reminding the public of the seriousness of excessive gambling
and provide information on the services available for those with gambling disorder; and shall
not, in conducting any promotional activities, target juveniles, exaggerate the likelihood of
winning or impliedly suggest that betting is a source of income.
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Moreover, the Government established the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) in 2003 to fund various
measures for preventing and alleviating problems arising from gambling, including anti-
gambling education for young people. The Government also established the Ping Wo Fund
Advisory Committee to give advice to the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs on the use
and application of the PWF.

On the public education and publicity front, the PWF has been promoting anti-gambling
messages through diversified public education and publicity activities to the public, including
young people to raise public awareness of the problems arising from gambling addiction.
The measures include (i) funding non-governmental organisations and schools to organise
anti-gambling publicity and public education activities through the Ping Wo Fund
Sponsorship Scheme and the Ping Wo Fund School Project Grants, for which the PWF’s total
funding in 2024 and 2025 are $10 million and $12 million respectively; (ii) enhancing
publicity at school and community levels through the No-Gambling Publicity Truck, for
which the PWF’s funding in 2024 and 2025 are about $2.2 million and $2.25 million
respectively; and (iii) conducting publicity work for online and traditional media, for which
the total funding in 2024 and 2025 are around $3.1 million and $4.2 million respectively.

In addition to the above work, the PWF organises large-scale publicity and public education
campaigns when there are mega football events, including the UEFA European Football
Championship and FIFA World Cup, with the aims of further raising public awareness of the
problems caused by gambling addiction and promoting no-gambling messages.  For
example, the PWEF’s total funding for the large-scale publicity and public education campaign
organised during the UEFA European Football Championship 2024 period was about
$6 million.

As mentioned in the Budget Speech, in recent years quite some members of the public have
expressed concerns about the problem of illegal basketball betting in Hong Kong.
According to the latest assessment of the HKJC, the turnover of illegal basketball betting
reached $70 billion to $90 billion last year. To combat illegal betting activities in an
effective manner, the Government will explore regulating basketball betting activities.
When exploring the regulation of basketball betting activities, the Government will also make
reference to the aforesaid conditions of the betting licences issued to the HKJC to minimise
the negative impact of gambling on the public, especially on young people.

The Government’s deliberation with the HKJC on this matter does not involve additional
expenditure. The Government has launched a one-month public consultation on the
proposed regulation of basketball betting activities and will decide the way forward having
regard to the public’s views. The Government will also continue to strengthen collaboration
with the Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee to refine and optimise its work on preventing
and alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB123
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3472)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

It is stated that while the number of participants under the international youth exchange
programmes (the Programmes) increased from 800 in 2023 to 2 100 in 2024, the estimated
number of participants in 2025 only increases by 4.8% to 2 200. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Committee of the following:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

From 2022 to 2024, what were the Programmes’ actual number of participants and
average annual growth rate?  Are capacity constraints (such as quotas for collaborating
organisations) or prioritisation of resource allocation the reasons for setting next year’s
target at the said level? If not, are there other policy considerations?

From 2023 to 2025, please set out the Programmes’ yearly statistics on total funding
amount, administrative costs, dedicated staffing (i.e. numbers of full-time and part-time
staff, their rank distribution and so on), actual and estimated numbers of participants, as
well as the average cost per participant.

Has the Government evaluated the Programmes’ contribution to the Hong Kong talent
pool? If so, what are the details?

Has the Government set up any tracking mechanisms to compile statistics on the
subsequent development of the participants? If so, please provide the relevant
statistics.  If there is no such systematic tracking mechanism, how does the
Government ensure that the Programmes meet the long-term objectives on youth
development?

With a view to dovetailing with Hong Kong’s positioning in the “eight centres” and
meeting the Greater Bay Area’s demand for talents, will the Government allocate more
resources to expand exchange projects that focus on professional fields such as fintech
and green economy?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Hei, Edward (LegCo internal reference no.: 64)
Reply:
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1)

2)

The international youth exchange programmes (I'YEPSs) comprise the Funding Scheme
for International Youth Exchange (FSIYE) and international youth exchange activities
under the YDC Youth Ambassadors Programme (YA Programme). The exchange
activities under the I'YEPs had been suspended since early 2020 due to the epidemic and
were gradually resumed starting from early 2023 onwards, and therefore the number of
participants for this financial year was relatively low. Following the resumption of
these exchange activities, the number of participants has gradually bounced back since
late 2023. The I'YEPs’ actual number of participants and growth rate for the financial
years of 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25 are tabulated as follows:

Financial Year FSIYE International Youth Exchange
Activities under
the YA Programme
Number of | Growth Rate Number of Growth Rate
Participants Participants
2024-25 2100 87.5% 23 -41%
(Revised Estimate)
2023-24 1120 N.A. 39 255%
2022-23 0@ N.A. 11 N.A.

@The FSIYE was suspended due to the epidemic.

For the FSIYE, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB) and the Youth
Development Commission assess applications according to the relevant assessment
criteria, including the applicant organisation’s background and track record, whether the
proposed project can achieve the objectives of the FSIYE, the content and quality (e.g.
breadth, depth and creativity) of activities, service targets, publicity and promotional
arrangements, financial arrangements and viability, etc. Funding amounts and places
are granted on the basis of merit.  For the international youth exchange activities under
the YA Programme, the number of participants varies every year depending on the
number of Youth Ambassadors applying for such activities as well as the capacity of the
collaborating overseas host organisations.

For the financial years of 2023-24, 2024-25 and 2025-26, the respective figures on
expenditures and numbers of participants under the FSIYE and the YA Programme are
as follows:

Financial Year FSIYE International Youth
Exchange Activities under
the YA Programme
Amount of Number of Amount of Number of
Expenditure | Participants | Expenditure | Participants

($ million) ($ million)
2025-26 30 2 200 1 60
(Estimate)
2024-25 24 2100 0.85 23

(Revised Estimate)
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Financial Year FSIYE International Youth
Exchange Activities under
the YA Programme
Amount of Number of Amount of Number of
Expenditure | Participants | Expenditure | Participants
($ million) ($ million)
2023-24 16 1120 0.67 39

As the HYAB staff responsible for implementing the above Programmes are also
required to perform other duties, we cannot single out the administrative costs and
emoluments involved. Given that the international exchange projects cover a wide
range of regions all over the world, the funding amounts vary depending on factors such
as the destination, duration and content of the exchange project, as well as the reciprocal
arrangement as agreed with the collaborating overseas host organisations.  As such, we
cannot work out the average cost per participant for the Programmes.

3)&4) The IYEPs aim to organise international exchange activities for Hong Kong youths so

5)

that more in-depth international exchange opportunities are provided, with a view to
broadening young people’s global exposure and horizons. These exchange
programmes enable participants to learn about the major development trends of our
country and the world while widening their global perspective, thereby facilitating their
future contribution to the development of our country and Hong Kong. Upon
completion of an exchange activity, participants are invited to fill in evaluation
questionnaires from which we can gauge their views on the activity for monitoring its
effectiveness and quality. Based on the feedback collected from the last rounds of
participants, over 90% of the respondents considered that the respective programmes
have attained the intended objectives and helped them broaden their exposure and
deepen their understanding of the overseas countries they visited.

Take the Funding Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland for 2024-25 as an
example, some 19 000 places have been provided for youth exchange in the Mainland
cities of the Greater Bay Area, and many of them were related to fintech and economics.
Besides, the HYAB has launched the HYAB Youth Start-up Internship Programme
since 2021 to provide young people with internship opportunities at local start-ups in
support of Hong Kong’s overall direction of promoting innovation and technology
development. The HYAB will further enhance the breadth and depth of various youth
exchange and internship schemes/programmes outside Hong Kong, including
strengthening our collaboration with different institutions and major corporates, thereby
providing unique exchange and internship opportunities for Hong Kong youths with
different backgrounds, talents and interests.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB124

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3473)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The Bureau estimates that the number of clients of the treatment centres supported by the Ping
Wo Fund (PWF) will decrease by 187 (a drop of 7%) in 2025, yet illegal gambling is on the
rise (e.g. the betting turnover of basketball is almost $100 billion), and any measures to
regulate basketball betting may further boost the overall gambling prevalence rate. In this
connection, please advise this Committee on the following:

1)  What is the statistical basis for the Bureau’s estimated decrease in the number of clients
to 187 (a drop of 7%) in 2025? If there is no clear statistical basis, does this imply that
such estimation is based on budget constraints rather than a decrease in demand?

2)  To help review whether there is a problem of “emphasis on publicity but not treatment”,
please set out in detail the annual expenditures of the PWF on preventive education
(research-cum-publicity) and treatment support (counselling-cum-treatment) over the
past 3 years and their respective ratios. If the expenditures on preventive education are
significantly higher than those on treatment support, how does the Bureau ensure that
its allocation of resources is addressing the actual social risks?

3) Other than the PWF, please provide the number of cases in which social services
(including family counselling, child-minding and the Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance) were provided to problem and pathological gamblers and those affected by
them in each of the past 3 years, as well as the total expenditure incurred.

4)  How will the resources of the PWF be consolidated with other external resources? For
example, will consideration be given to establishing an inter-departmental case
management system to better support pathological gamblers and those affected by them?
If yes, what are the details? If no, what are the reasons?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Hei, Edward (LegCo internal reference no.: 65)

Reply:

1) The Government established the Ping Wo Fund (PWF) in 2003 to fund various
measures for preventing and alleviating problems arising from gambling, including
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2)

3)&4)

anti-gambling education for young people. The Government also established the
Ping Wo Fund Advisory Committee to give advice to the Secretary for Home and
Youth Affairs on the use and application of the PWF.

On counselling and treatment services, the PWF has been funding 4 counselling
and treatment centres (counselling centres), namely Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
Even Centre, Caritas Addicted Gamblers Counselling Centre, Zion Social Service
Yuk Lai Hin Counselling Centre and Sunshine Lutheran Centre of the Hong Kong
Lutheran Social Service, to provide telephone counselling, face-to-face
counselling and other professional treatment services for (i) gamblers with
gambling disorder and (ii) those affected by them (mainly family members of the
gamblers with gambling disorder). The centres also answer enquiries from those
in need and members of the public through the PWF’s Gambling Counselling
Hotline (183 4633). The estimated number of people receiving counselling
and treatment services in 2025 (i.e. 2 500) is based on the service targets on the
number of clients at the 4 counselling centres funded by the PWF. In addition,
the PWF has launched an online gambling counselling platform in collaboration
with a non-governmental organisation to offer, round-the-clock, professional
preliminary advice and support to people with gambling problems. The
Government and the PWF will continue to closely monitor the situation of
members of the public receiving these counselling and treatment services and
make adjustments in a timely manner.

The PWF’s funding on counselling and treatment services and public education
and publicity in the past 3 years were as follows:

Year Counselling and | Public  education and  publicity
treatment services | (including the Ping Wo Fund
(including the online | Sponsorship Scheme, the Ping Wo Fund
gambling counselling | School Project Grants and other public

platform) education and publicity measures)
2022 About $25.65 million | About $17.3 million
2023 About $26.83 million | About $18.9 million
2024 About $31.05 million | About $21.3 million

As mentioned in the first part of the reply, the PWF has been funding 4 counselling
centres to provide telephone counselling, face-to-face counselling and other
professional treatment services for gamblers with gambling disorder and their
family members and friends. The counselling centres does not maintain
information on whether the clients have applied for other social services. The
counselling centres also offer preventive public education on gambling-related
problems to the community and schools, as well as professional training for the
industry or interested organisations to enhance understanding of the behaviour and
risk factors of gamblers with gambling disorder. Furthermore, the counselling
centres will render advice to the PWF to facilitate the development of the best
practices for the screening of and counselling and treatment services for gamblers
with gambling disorder. The PWF is funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club and
public donations. The Government and the PWF will continue to monitor the
situation of members of the public receiving these counselling and treatment

Session 7 HYAB - Page 360



services, maintain liaison with the relevant departments, and refine and optimise
the work on preventing and alleviating gambling-related problems as appropriate.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB125
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3996)

Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (3) District, Community and Public Relations

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

As one of the top racing events in the Asia-Pacific region and the world, horse racing in Hong
Kong is not only a popular activity among local racing fans, but also a unique cultural feature
of Hong Kong with high global popularity and appeal. Horse racing activities align well
with the current-term Government’s concept of “tourism is everywhere” and can become a
vital new fulcrum for promoting the development of cultural tourism and the structural
transformation of our tourism industry. In this connection, please inform this Committee of
the following:

Will the Government proactively confer with the Hong Kong Jockey Club on relaxing the
limit on the simulcast of non-local races in the coming racing season to attract more overseas
visitors to Hong Kong to experience horse racing tourism?  This will enhance the global
influence of Hong Kong’s horse racing and inject fresh impetus into the local tourism
industry.

Asked by: Hon SHANG Hailong (LegCo internal reference no.: 23)

Reply:

Any proposal on authorising the Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) to conduct more betting
activities is subject to the Government’s gambling policy, and the main consideration is
whether the proposal can help the Government achieve its policy objective of combating the
type of illegal gambling concerned. The Government will continue to monitor the situation
of gambling activities in society and maintain liaison with the HKJC, and will duly consider
whether adjustments should be made to the regulations under existing betting licences to
address the public demand for gambling and combat illegal gambling. For example, the
Betting and Lotteries Commission conducted a consultation in January this year on the
HKIJC’s proposal for further increasing the betting activities on non-local horse races. The
Home and Youth Affairs Bureau is consolidating the views collected and will announce the
decision on the proposal in due course.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 362



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB126
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY
(Question Serial No. 3711)
Head: (53) GS: Home and Youth Affairs Bureau
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified
Programme: (2) Youth Development, Social Harmony and Civic Education
Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (Ms Shirley
LAM)
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

The issue of maintenance payments is an important and controversial one in divorce
proceedings. In this connection, please advise on the figures and payment amounts of the
relevant disputes over the past 5 years; details of the services provided (with relevant figures
and a breakdown by type); the amount of resources to be allocated in the next 5 years (with a
breakdown by category); and whether a “maintenance board” will be set up to handle such
matters.

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 239)

Reply:

According to the Judiciary, it does not maintain statistics on maintenance payment disputes
as requested in the question. In view of the limited data relating to maintenance payments
at present, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HY AB) has invited the Census and Statistics
Department to conduct a thematic household survey on the enforcement of maintenance
orders to collect statistics concerning maintenance so as to better consider the future work
direction.

The Government is committed to enhancing the effectiveness of the system of collecting
maintenance payments and enforcing maintenance orders. Over the years, a series of
improvement measures have been implemented to facilitate recovery of maintenance
payments by divorcees. These include relaxing the requirement for the Court to make
Attachment of Income Orders, imposing interest or surcharge against defaulting maintenance
payers, and adjusting upward the amount of monthly maintenance that may be exempted from
the Director of Legal Aid’s First Charge, etc. =~ Moreover, publicity and education
programmes are conducted to enhance public understanding of the responsibilities of
maintenance payers, the rights of maintenance payees and services available to payees when
they fail to receive maintenance payments. In addition, in response to the problem of
maintenance arrears faced by maintenance payees, the Government launched the 3-year
Maintenance Mediation Pilot Scheme on 9 October 2024 through the Community Care Fund
to subsidise the Hong Kong Family Welfare Society in providing mediation services on
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maintenance for separating or divorcing persons, assisting the parties concerned to resolve
disputes on the related matters through a more time-saving method. Given that the
development of policies relating to the enforcement of maintenance orders is part of the
HYAB’s regular work, we cannot single out the resources allocated.

Regarding whether a “maintenance board” should be set up to handle matters relating to
maintenance payment, experience of maintenance assurance schemes in other jurisdictions
has suggested problems such as long processing time with only few cases handled,
management problems, high administrative costs, etc. Some of the suggestions concerned
also involve restrictions of individuals’ rights and privacy concerns, which could be
controversial and may not be legally feasible. The Government will continue to assist
people in need to recover maintenance payments by keeping the system of collection of
maintenance payments and enforcement of maintenance orders under review.

- End -

Session 7 HYAB - Page 364



Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB127
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3879)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

As this year marks the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression (the War of Resistance), and considering that one of the responsibilities of the
Home and Youth Affairs Bureau is to co-ordinate major celebration activities, please inform
this Committee of the following:

(@)

(b)

Has the Government considered organising activities to commemorate the 80th
anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance? If yes, please provide details of these
activities, their implementation schedule and the estimated expenditure in tabular form.

Given the presence of numerous historic sites in Hong Kong related to the War of
Resistance, will the Government consider developing tour routes on the history of the
War of Resistance by linking these sites, and promoting them as part of the
commemorative activities for the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance?
If yes, what are the details?

Asked by: Hon CHENG Wing-shun, Vincent (LegCo internal reference no.: 59)
Reply:

(@)

This year marks the 80th anniversary of victory in the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression (the War of Resistance) and the World
Anti-Fascist War. The Chief Executive announced in the 2024 Policy Address that the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government will host commemorative
activities to strengthen the sense of patriotism. In terms of implementation, the
Working Group on Patriotic Education led by the Chief Secretary for Administration
will co-ordinate relevant bureaux and departments in launching a series of
commemorative activities, including a solemn official ceremony at the Hong Kong City
Hall Memorial Garden on 3 September, the Victory Day of the War of Resistance.
Moreover, with the funding and support from the Home Affairs Department (HAD),
3 major associations, namely the Hong Kong Island Federation, the Kowloon Federation
of Associations and the New Territories Association of Societies, will organise activities
on 3 September to commemorate the victory of the War of Resistance, with a view to
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(b)

deepening the understanding among members of the public about the historical events
of the War of Resistance on the Mainland and in Hong Kong and fostering their sense
of patriotism. The 18 District Offices of HAD will also organise activities relating to
the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance in their respective districts.
HAD and the government departments concerned will handle the work arising from the
above-mentioned activities with their existing resources and manpower. Hence, the
estimated expenditure involved cannot be separately identified.

According to the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau, the Hong Kong Museum of the
War of Resistance and Coastal Defence (MWRCD) has commenced historical research
relevant to the War of Resistance in Hong Kong, with a view to providing related
historical information for the War of Resistance heritage trails to be set up by the
Government in the future. The information will offer the public an insight into the
history of the War of Resistance, and enrich their travel experience. Meanwhile, the
Hong Kong Tourism Board, through its one-stop travel information platform “Discover
Hong Kong”, has been promoting various tourist spots in Hong Kong, including the
permanent exhibition at the MWRCD, which showcases the history of the War of
Resistance in Hong Kong.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB128
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3794)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (-) Not Specified

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding the matters on fishermen villages, please advise on the following:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

The relevant information pertaining to the number of existing fishermen villages, their
locations, reasons for building the villages, year of completion, present population,
number of buildings therein and their average size, and ownership of the land of such
village sites.

For fishermen villages under different ownership, what are the application procedures
when they are to carry out various types of maintenance and improvement of ancillary
facilities in the villages? Does the Government currently have any schemes or funds
to provide assistance for these maintenance and improvement works?

In the past 5 years (2020-21 to 2024-25), has the Government provided any support for
maintenance works in fishermen villages? What are the expenditure involved and the
details?

Some fishermen have pointed out that some fishermen villages are still faced with
inconvenient water and electricity supply, lack of individual toilet facilities and
dilapidation despite the Government’s effort to assist in their restoration through minor
works programmes or other works.  Will the Government review the situation in order
to render genuinely suitable assistance to them?

Asked by: Hon HO Chun-yin, Steven (LegCo internal reference no.: 84)

Reply:
(@) Details about existing fishermen villages based on information available to District

Offices (DOs) are at Annex. With regard to details on the number and size of
buildings, land ownership, etc. of fishermen villages which involve lands matters, the
Home Affairs Department (HAD) does not have the information.
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(b)

(©)

(d)

HAD provides funding for carrying out minor works to upgrade the infrastructure and
improve the living environment of the rural community mainly through the Rural Public
Works programme and the District Minor Works programme. DOs would collect
views from local organisations and individuals, including District Council members,
Rural Committees and villagers, through various channels, with a view to identifying
minor works projects for the benefit of the local community.

During the period from 2020-21 to 2024-25 (as at the end of February 2025), HAD
carried out a total of 48 minor improvement and maintenance works projects for various
fishermen villages in Kwai Tsing, North, Sai Kung, Tai Po and Yuen Long districts.
The works comprised mainly improvement and maintenance of access roads and
stormwater drainage facilities, involving a total expenditure of about $12.75 million.

DOs would refer matters such as the supply of electricity and potable water, as well as

the provision of toilet facilities, to the relevant departments for consideration and
follow-up actions.
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Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB128

Details about fishermen villages

their own co-operative society
to take charge of the
management

Name of . . Year of Estimated existing
. . Location Reason for establishment - ;
fishermen village completion population*
North District
1. Ap Chau Ap Chau To improve living conditions 1960 About 10
Fishermen’s
Village
Yuen Long
1. Chung Hau Shan Pui, Established by the donation of 1967 About 400
Tsuen Yuen Long Lutheran World Federation/
Department of World Service,
Hong Kong Office
Tai Po
1. Tap Mun Tap Mun To improve living conditions 1964 About 50
Fishermen’s Island
New Village
2.C.AR.E. Wong Yi Au, |To re-house fishermen’s Mid 1960s to About 800
Village Tai Po Road |families who lost their boats 1970s
(Yuen Chau  |during typhoon and fire
Tsai)
3. Sam Mun Tsai  |Sam Mun To re-house villagers affected 1965 About 1 000
Fishermen’s Tsai, Tai Po  |by the construction project of
New Village Plover Cove Reservoir
4. Luen Yick Sam Mun To improve living conditions 1975 About 500
Fishermen Tsai, Tai Po
Village
Tsuen Wan
1. Ma Wan Ma Wan To re-house villagers from Ma 2009 About 250
Fishermen’s Wan Fishermen’s Village
New Village affected by the implementation
of the project of Ma Wan Park
Phase 2
Sha Tin
1. Ah Kung Kok |A Kung Kok, [To re-house villagers affected 1984 About 400
Fishermen Sha Tin by the reclamation works for
Village building Sha Tin Race Course
and Ma On Shan new town
2. To Tau Wan Ma On Shan, |[To improve living conditions Around 1950 About 120
Village Sha Tin
Kwai Tsing
1. Tsing Yi Tsing Yi Established by the donation of 1960s About 240
Fishermen’s The Co-operative for American
New Village Relief Everywhere
2. St. Paul’s Tsing Yi Transferred from Caritas to the 1973 About 150
Village villagers for the formation of
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Name of

Year of

Estimated existing

. - Location Reason for establishment . ;
fishermen village completion population*
Sai Kung
1. Kwun Mun Tui Min Hoi, |To re-house villagers affected 1978 About 200
Fishermen Sai Kung by the construction of the High
Village Island Reservoir
2. Man Yee Tui Min Hoi, |To re-house villagers affected 1984 Less than 1 000
Fishermen Sai Kung by the construction of the High
Village Island Reservoir
3. Shui Bin Tsuen [Hang Hau, Sai | To improve living conditions 1970s About 180
Kung
4. Tui Min Hoi Tui Min Hoi, |To improve living conditions 1963 About 100
Fishermen’s Sai Kung
Village
5. St. Peter Village | Tui Min Hoi, |Transferred from Caritas to the 1964 About 180
Sai Kung villagers for the formation of
their own co-operative society
to take charge of the
management
6. Ming Shun Tui Min Hoi, |Transferred from Caritas to the 1976 About 320
Village Sai Kung villagers for the formation of
their own co-operative society
to take charge of the
management
7. Tai Ping Village |Po Lo Che, Sai|Transferred from Caritas to the | Early 1970s About 700
Kung villagers for the formation of

their own co-operative society
to take charge of the
management

*

- End -

The Government has not conducted any surveys on the population in fishermen villages.
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB129
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 4013)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

This year marks the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression (the War of Resistance). The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government will host a series of commemorative activities. In this connection, would the
Government inform this Committee of the following:

Will the Government allocate additional resources for the organisation of commemorative
activities in the New Territories in collaboration with the Heung Yee Kuk New Territories
and the 27 Rural Committees, considering the significant role played by the indigenous
villagers of the New Territories during the War of Resistance? If yes, what are the details?

Asked by: Hon LAU Ip-keung, Kenneth (LegCo internal reference no.: 25)

Reply:

This year marks the 80th anniversary of victory in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression (the War of Resistance) and the World Anti-Fascist War. The
Chief Executive announced in the 2024 Policy Address that the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government will host commemorative activities to strengthen the
sense of patriotism. In terms of implementation, the Working Group on Patriotic Education
led by the Chief Secretary for Administration will co-ordinate relevant bureaux and
departments in launching a series of commemorative activities, including a solemn official
ceremony at the Hong Kong City Hall Memorial Garden on 3 September, the Victory Day of
the War of Resistance, at which representatives of district organisations, including those of
Heung Yee Kuk, will be invited. Moreover, with the funding and support from the Home
Affairs Department (HAD), 3 major associations, namely the Hong Kong Island Federation,
the Kowloon Federation of Associations and the New Territories Association of Societies,
will organise activities on 3 September to commemorate the victory of the War of Resistance,
with a view to deepening the understanding among members of the public about the historical
events of the War of Resistance on the Mainland and in Hong Kong and fostering their sense
of patriotism.  The 18 District Offices (DOs) of HAD will also organise activities relating to
the 80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance in their respective districts. To this
end, the DOs concerned will maintain close liaison and collaboration with various patriotic
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and Hong Kong-loving organisations, including the Heung Yee Kuk and the Rural
Committees.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB130

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3492)

Head:

(63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) District Governance

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Regarding liaison with owners/management bodies of private buildings, would the
Government inform this Committee of the following:

(a) How does the Government account for the decrease in the estimated figure for 2025 over
2024 and 2023?

(b) Regarding the taking forward of the relevant work, please provide the details of the five
tasks to be initiated in the first place;

(c) Regarding the taking forward of the relevant work, what are the manpower and resources
involved, broken down by District Council?

Asked by: Hon LEUNG Hei, Edward (LegCo internal reference no.: 131)

Reply:
(a)

Building management is the responsibility of owners. The Government’s policy
Is to act as a facilitator, to encourage and assist owners to form suitable
organisations, such as owners’ corporations (OCs), through multi-pronged
measures, and provide appropriate support to help them fulfil their building
management responsibilities.

Generally speaking, the estimated number of “liaison with owners and
management bodies of private buildings” for each year is determined by the
number of private buildings and management bodies in the corresponding year.
The actual figure depends on whether owners or management bodies have made
requests, and whether there are any exceptional circumstances that necessitate such
actions. In 2023 and 2024, there was an increase in the numbers of “liaison with
owners and management bodies of private buildings”, primarily attributable to the
need for more support in building management (such as reconvening general
meetings of OCs) from owners and management bodies following the epidemic.
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(b) and (c) The Home Affairs Department (HAD) has always been committed to
strengthening its support for owners/management bodies of private buildings and
assisting them in fulfilling their building management responsibilities. HAD has
a dedicated division and a District Building Management Liaison Team (DBMLT)
in each of the 18 District Offices (DOs) to carry out building management duties.
In terms of liaison with owners and management bodies of private buildings, the
relevant officers provide advice to owners on the procedures for the formation of
an OC, attend owners’ meetings upon invitation, offer guidance to owners or
management bodies on the operation of OCs, handle enquiries and complaints
regarding building management, and assist owners and OCs in resolving building
management disputes. Liaising with owners and management bodies of private
buildings is one of the tasks assigned to Liaison Officers (LOs) responsible for
building management duties. HAD and the 18 DBMLTSs have a total of 145 LOs
dedicated to carrying out duties related to building management. The estimated
expenditure involved is $105.56 million for 2024-25.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB131
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3533)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title): (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

(a)

(b)

What are the figures on the use of interpretation services provided by the CHEER Centre
of the Hong Kong Christian Service (including telephone interpretation service, sight
Interpretation service, on-site (escort) interpretation service, written translation service,
proofreading service and simultaneous interpretation service) by government
departments (including the Social Welfare Department, Housing Department, Labour
Department, Department of Health, Hospital Authority and other government
departments) in the past 5 years?

Of these figures, please give a breakdown by the 8 ethnic minority languages of the use
of the CHEER Centre’s interpretation services by government departments.

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 61)

Reply:
(@) The figures on the use of the CHEER Centre’s interpretation and translation services by

(b)

government bureaux and departments in the past 5 years are set out in Annex A.

The figures on the interpretation and translation services provided by the CHEER Centre
to all users with a breakdown by the 8 ethnic minority (EM) languages in the past 5 years
are setout in Annex B. The use of the CHEER Centre’s interpretation and translation
services by bureaux and departments with a breakdown by the 8 EM languages is not
available.
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Annex A to Reply Serial No. HYAB131

Use of the CHEER Centre’s interpretation and translation services
by government bureaux and departments*

Service Year Social Welfare Housing Department Labour Other Total
Department Department of Health Department | bureaux and
departments
2019-20 394 47 53 337 99 930
Telephone | 2020-21 534 54 336 460 380 1764
Qté;%ruﬁtr";‘/“o” 2021-22 666 34 419 503 352 2064
Service 2022-23 498 10 202 608 192 1510
2023-24 426 25 104 566 187 1308
2019-20 33 18 755 54 166 1026
On-site 2020-21 31 23 513 25 219 811
Interpretation | 2021-22 28 32 645 53 221 979
Service 2022-23 39 37 608 73 312 1069
2023-24 30 34 1006 81 219 1370
2019-20 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
WhatsApp 2020-21 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
and Sight
. 2021-22 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Interpretation
Service** 2022-23 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
2023-24 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Written 2019-20 15 1 0 11 12 39
Translation | 2020-21 7 2 8 21 102 140
service 2021-22 3 5 15 78 107
(including
proofreading 2022-23 2 5 19 38 68
service) 2023-24 12 4 0 15 29 60
2019-20 0 0 0 1 10
Simultaneous | 2020-21 0 0 0 3 1 4
Interpretation | 2021-22 0 0 0 16 0 16
Service 2022-23 0 0 0 20 0 20
2023-24 0 0 0 17 3 20

* Usage figures of 2024-25 will only be available in early May 2025 after receipt of the quarterly reports from the
centre operator.

** Ethnic minorities can send documents in English through WhatsApp or bring along such documents to the CHEER

Centre for oral translation service provided by interpreters. However, this service is not available to government
bureaux and departments.
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Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYAB131

Provision of interpretation and translation services
by the CHEER Centre to all users with a breakdown by ethnic minority language*

Service Year Bahasa} Thai Tagalog Hindi Nepali Punjabi Urdu Vietnamese | Total
Indonesia
Telephone 201920 | 488 239 279 151 1333 208 925 24 3647
Interpretation 505051 | geo 1745 477 300 1336 236 1352 53 6377
& Enquiry
Service 202122 | 820 637 598 280 1450 333 1768 124 6010
202223 | 675 556 652 351 1196 341 1406 54 5231
202324 | 463 280 500 164 1020 273 1296 32 4028
On-site 2019-20 50 29 1 65 193 85 748 7 1188
Interpretation [ 55001 | 73 12 10 32 259 58 490 28 962
Service
2021-22 87 67 33 42 267 89 554 74 1213
2022-23 86 74 30 60 398 61 512 69 1290
202324 | 111 47 52 90 381 108 844 64 1697
WhatsApp 2019-20 4 16 0 1 39 4 130 0 194
and Sight 2020-21 5 219 2 3 56 6 41 1 333
Interpretation
Service** 2021-22 18 57 5 8 111 4 79 3 285
2022-23 36 154 210 12 80 46 83 8 629
2023-24 14 31 73 7 62 1 102 2 302
Written 2019-20 51 47 45 65 67 41 85 17 418
Translation 202021 | 107 113 111 142 148 107 180 93 1001
Service***
(including 2021-22 95 104 93 130 137 101 168 94 922
proofreading 2022-23 84 90 76 130 157 98 174 75 884
service) 2023-24 76 73 73 108 134 79 154 57 754
Simultaneous | 2019-20 85 9 5 3 15 3 11 0 131
Interpretation [5p051 | g4 7 9 5 6 0 4 0 115
Service***
200122 | 122 23 11 6 16 1 10 0 189
202223 | 249 28 1 12 31 1 24 0 346
202324 | 323 37 4 10 69 4 31 0 478

* Usage figures of 2024-25 will only be available in early May 2025 after receipt of the quarterly reports from the
centre operator.

** Ethnic minorities can send documents in English through WhatsApp or bring along such documents to the CHEER
Centre for oral translation service provided by interpreters. However, this service is not available to government
bureaux and departments.

***  More than 1 ethnic minority language may be involved in a request for written translation service and simultaneous
interpretation service.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB132

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3534)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau:

Question:

Please provide a breakdown by the 8 ethnic minority languages of the staff establishment for
and the figures on interpretation and translation services.

Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 62)

Reply:

The Home Affairs Department has commissioned the Hong Kong Christian Service to operate
the CHEER Centre. Apart from providing support services to facilitate the integration of
ethnic minorities (EMs) into the community, the CHEER Centre also provides general
interpretation and translation services of English and 8 EM languages in non-specialised/
non-professional areas.

The breakdown by the 8 EM languages of the staff establishment of interpreters and the
figures on interpretation and translation services provided in 2023-24 are as follows:

EM language Staff establishment l\_lumber pf
service provided*
Bahasa Indonesia 5 987
Thai 3 468
Tagalog 3 702
Hindi 4 379
Nepali 4 1 666
Punjabi 3 475
Urdu 6 2 427
Vietnamese 2 155
Total 30 7259

* Usage figures of 2024-25 will only be available in early May 2025 after receipt of the quarterly

reports from the centre operator.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB133

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3535)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department
Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

What is the estimated annual expenditure for each of the support service centres for ethnic
minorities (EMSs) in the coming 5 financial years? What is the target number of EMs to be
served?

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 63)

Reply:

The Home Affairs Department (HAD) has commissioned non-governmental organisations to
run 10 support service centres for ethnic minorities (EM centres) in Wan Chai, Kowloon City,
Yau Tsim Mong, Sham Shui Po, Kwun Tong, Yuen Long, Tuen Mun, Sha Tin, Kwai Tsing
and Tung Chung to provide various support services for EMs to facilitate their integration
into the community.

The term of the grant agreement entered into between HAD and the operator of each centre
is 2 years. The annual operating grants for the EM centres and the estimated number of
recipients of their services for the current 2024-25 project year and the coming
2025-26 project year are set out in Annex A and Annex B respectively.

Session 7 HYAB - Page 379



Annex A to Reply Serial No. HYAB133

Grants for support service centres for ethnic minorities (EMSs)

Centre Annual operating cost ($ million)
2024-2S project year 2025-26 project year
HOPE Centre 10.56 10.56**
DREAM Centre 11.00 11.00
HOME Centre 10.31 10.31
HOME Sub-centre 6.25 6.25
CHEER Centre* 27.06 27.06%*
YLTH Centre 10.56 10.56**
ONE Centre 10.51 10.51%*
IDEA Centre 11.00 11.00
LINK Centre 10.03 10.03
TOUCH Sub-centre 6.53 6.53
Total 113.81 113.81

The CHEER Centre also provides interpretation and translation services to facilitate access to
public services by EMs.

**  The current grant period of HOPE Centre, CHEER Centre, YLTH Centre and ONE Centre will
end between the second and third quarters of 2025.  Provisional funding is subject to revision
to cope with variations in staff cost, rental and other expenses before the start of the new grant
period.
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Annex B to Reply Serial No. HYAB133

Estimated number of service recipients of support service centres

for ethnic minorities (EMSs)

Estimated annual number of service recipients
Centre

2024-25 project year 2025-26 project year
HOPE Centre 7 602 7 602%**
DREAM Centre 9283 9223
HOME Centre 10 236 10 236
HOME Sub-centre 7309 7309
CHEER Centre* 18 704 18 704%**
YLTH Centre 10219 10 219**
ONE Centre 11 806 11 806**
IDEA Centre 9870 9650
LINK Centre 14 726 13 642
TOUCH Sub-centre 5925 5925

Total 105 680 104 316

*  The CHEER Centre also provides interpretation and translation services to facilitate access to

public services by EMs.

**  The current grant period of HOPE Centre, CHEER Centre, YLTH Centre and ONE Centre will

end between the second and third quarters of 2025.

Provisional estimated number of service

recipients is subject to revision to cope with variations in the actual demand and circumstances
before the start of the new grant period.

- End -
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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2025-26 Reply Serial No.

HYAB134

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY

(Question Serial No. 3536)

Head: (63) Home Affairs Department

Subhead (No. & title):  (-) Not Specified

Programme: (2) Community Building

Controlling Officer: Director of Home Affairs (Ms Priscilla TO)

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs

Question:

Please provide information on the rent, staff remuneration and expenditure on services of each
of the support service centres for ethnic minorities in the past 5 years. What are the
percentages of these expenditure items against the amount of funding received?

Asked by: Hon TIK Chi-yuen (LegCo internal reference no.: 64)

Reply:

The annual operating grants of the support service centres for ethnic minorities with
breakdowns by staff cost, rental cost and other expenses from 2019-20 project year to
2023-24 project year are set out in Annex.
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2019-20 project year

Annex to Reply Serial No. HYAB134

Annual operating grants of support service centres for ethnic minorities

Centre HOPE HOME HOME CHEER YLTH SHINE |LINK Centre| TOUCH
Centre Centre Sub-centre Centre Centre Centre Sub-centre
Reporting 31 May | 11 December | 11 December |5 September | 28 June 1 August 30 October | 21 December
period 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019
to to to to to to to to
30 May | 10 December | 10 December |4 September | 27 June 31 July 29 October | 20 December
2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020
Staff cost 3.25 4.85 2.53 17.23 6.34 6.04 4.39 2.39
(% million) (43.3%) (67.2%) (71.5%) (72.7%) (71.6%) (67.9%) (61.8%) (67.5%)
Rental cost 1.79 0.87 0.17 2.29 0.26 1.52 1.10 0.07
(% million) (23.8%) (12.1%) (4.8%) (9.7%) (2.9%) (17.1%) (15.5%) (2.0%)
eoxthgrqses 2.47 1.49 0.84 417 226 1.34 1.61 1.08
($Fr’m”ion) (32.9%) (20.7%) (23.7%) (17.6%) (25.5%) (15.0%) (22.7%) (30.5%)
Total
e 7.51 7.21 3.54 23.69 8.86 8.90 7.10 3.54
($ million)
2020-21 project year
Centre HOPE HOME HOME CHEER YLTH SHINE LINK Centre TOUCH
Centre Centre Sub-centre Centre Centre Centre Sub-centre
Reporting 31 May 11 December | 11 December |5 September | 28 June 1 August 30 October | 21 December
period 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020
to to to to to to to to
30 May 10 December | 10 December |4 September | 27 June 31 July 29 October | 20 December
2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021
Staff cost 3.25 5.26 2.48 17.23 6.34 6.04 4.50 2.67
(% million) (43.3%) (67.4%) (64.6%) (72.7%) (71.6%) (67.9%) (58.6%) (69.5%)
Rental cost 1.79 1.07 0.50 2.29 0.26 1.52 1.47 0.06
($ million) (23.8%) (13.7%) (13.0%) (9.7%) (2.9%) (17.1%) (19.2%) (1.6%)
SxthSrr]ses 2.47 1.47 0.86 4.17 2.26 1.34 1.70 111
($F;ni”ion) (32.9%) (18.9%) (22.4%) (17.6%) (25.5%) (15.0%) (22.2%) (28.9%)
Total| -, & 7.80 3.84 23.69 8.86 8.90 7.67 3.84

($ million)
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2021-22 project year

Centre HOPE HOME HOME CHEER YLTH ONE LINK Centre| TOUCH
Centre Centre Sub-centre Centre Centre Centre* Sub-centre
Reporting 31 May | 11 December | 11 December |5 September | 28 June 1 August 30 October | 21 December
period 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021
to to to to to to to to
30 May | 10 December | 10 December |4 September | 27 June 31 July 29 October | 20 December
2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022
Staff cost 3.85 5.26 2.48 19.56 7.01 6.15 4.50 2.67
(% million) (42.3%) (67.4%) (64.6%) (76.4%) (77.0%) (68.0%) (58.6%) (69.5%)
Rental cost 1.79 1.07 0.50 2.53 0.26 0.81 1.47 0.06
(% million) (19.7%) (13.7%) (13.0%) (9.9%) (2.9%) (9.0%) (19.2%) (1.6%)
S);[h:;ses 3.46 1.47 0.86 3.51 1.83 2.09 1.70 111
($Fr’m”ion) (38.0%) (18.9%) (22.4%) (13.7%) (20.1%) (23.0%) (22.2%) (28.9%)
Total
- 9.10 7.80 3.84 25.60 9.10 9.05 7.67 3.84
($ million)
* The SHINE Centre ceased operation in August 2021 and was replaced by the ONE Centre.
2022-23 project year
Centre HOPE HOME HOME CHEER YLTH ONE LINK Centre TOUCH
Centre Centre Sub-centre Centre Centre Centre Sub-centre
Reporting 31 May 11 December | 11 December |5 September | 28 June 1 August 30 October | 21 December
period 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022
to to to to to to to to
30 May 10 December | 10 December |4 September | 27 June 31 July 29 October | 20 December
2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023
Staff cost 3.85 478 1.90 19.56 7.01 6.15 4.66 2.62
(% million) (42.3%) (65.7%) (59.0%) (76.4%) (77.0%) (68.0%) (66.6%) (74.9%)
Rental cost 1.79 1.19 0.58 2.53 0.26 0.81 1.00 0.05
($ million) (19.7%) (16.3%) (18.0%) (9.9%) (2.9%) (9.0%) (14.3%) (1.4%)
S);[hsgses 3.46 1.31 0.74 3.51 1.83 2.09 1.34 0.83
($$ni”ion) (38.0%) (18.0%) (23.0%) (13.7%) (20.1%) (23.0%) (19.1%) (23.7%)
.T.o tal 9.10 7.28 3.22 25.60 9.10 9.05 7.00 3.50
($ million)
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2023-24 project year

Centre HOPE HOME HOME CHEER YLTH ONE LINK Centre| TOUCH
Centre Centre Sub-centre Centre Centre Centre Sub-centre
Reporting 31 May | 11 December | 11 December |5 September| 28 June 1 August 30 October | 21 December
period 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023
to to to to to to to to
30 May | 10 December | 10 December |4 September | 27 June 31 July 29 October | 20 December
2024 2024 2024 2024 2024 2024 2024 2024
Staff cost 4.49 6.17 3.31 20.42 7.26 6.17 5.53 4.00
(% million) (48.0%) (65.4%) (61.6%) (77.9%) (76.7%) (64.7%) (63.1%) (69.2%)
Rental cost 1.79 1.19 0.58 2.39 0.27 1.39 1.00 0.07
(% million) (19.2%) (12.6%) (10.8%) (9.1%) (2.9%) (14.6%) (11.4%) (1.2%)
S);[h:;ses 3.06 2.07 1.48 3.40 1.93 1.98 2.4 1.71
($Fr’m”ion) (32.8%) (22.0%) (27.6%) (13.0%) (20.4%) (20.7%) (25.5%) (29.6%)
Total
- 9.34 9.43 5.37 26.21 9.46 9.54 8.77 5.78
($ million)
- End -
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