LC Paper No. CB(3)1246/2025

Legislative Council
Subcommittee on Two Items of Subsidiary Legislation Relating to
Human Reproductive Technology
Minutes of meeting

Date  : Monday, 4 August 2025

Time : 3:00 pm

Venue : Conference Room 4 of the
Legislative Council Complex

Attendance

The attendance of Members, public officers, invited parties, the Clerk and staff is
in Appendix 1.

(The verbatim record of proceedings is in Appendix 2.)
l. Meeting with the Administration

The Administration briefed the Subcommittee on the Human Reproductive
Technology (Licensing) (Amendment) Regulation 2025 and the Human
Reproductive Technology Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 2) Notice 2025
(“the two items of subsidiary legislation”). The two items of subsidiary
legislation sought to give effect to the Council on Human Reproductive
Technology’s recommendations, namely the removal of the statutory storage
periods of gametes and embryos for own use; and the updating of the list of
sex-linked genetic disease which justified sex selection.

2. The Subcommittee deliberated on the two items of subsidiary legislation.
The Administration responded to Members’ views and enquiries. Members who
spoke included (in speaking order): Ms LAM So-wai, Ms Judy CHAN,
Mr Edmund WONG, Mrs Regina IP (Chairman), Ms Nixie LAM,
Ir LEE Chun- keung and Dr NGAN Man-yu.

Follow-up actions

3. The Subcommittee agreed to invite public submissions on the two pieces of
subsidiary legislation. The Subcommittee also requested the Administration to
provide the following supplementary information: (a) following the successful
conception through reproductive technology procedures, if it was discovered that
the embryo had inherited epidermolysis bullosa (commonly known as Butterfly
Children), whether it was permissible to terminate the pregnancy; and (b) whether
the aforementioned disease was included in the proposed amended Schedule 2 to
the Human Reproductive Technology Ordinance (Cap. 561).



Legislative timetable

4. The Subcommittee had completed clause-by-clause examination of the two
items of subsidiary legislation. The Subcommittee had no objection to the two
pieces of subsidiary legislation and would not propose any amendments.
Subject to members’ views on the written response to public submissions to be
provided by the Administration, as well as on the supplementary information it
would provide at the Subcommittee’s request, the Subcommittee would complete
its scrutiny work. The Chairman pointed out that the scrutiny period for the two
items of subsidiary legislation had been extended to the Council meeting of
10 September 2025. In accordance with this timeline, the Chairman would
report to the House Committee on 29 August 2025. The deadline for giving
notice of amendments to the two items of subsidiary legislation was
3 September 2025.

1. Any other business

5. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 4:56 pm.

Council Business Divisions
Leqgislative Council Secretariat
18 August 2025




Appendix 1

Legislative Council
Subcommittee on Two Items of Subsidiary Legislation Relating to Human
Reproductive Technology
Meeting

Date  : Monday, 4 August 2025

Time : 3:00 pm

Venue : Conference Room 4 of the
Legislative Council Complex

Attendance
Present (Subcommittee members)

Hon Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee, GBM, GBS, JP (Chairman)
Ir Hon LEE Chun-keung, BBS, JP

Hon LAM So-wai

Hon Nixie LAM

Hon Judy CHAN Kapui, MH, JP

Hon Edmund WONG Chun-sek

Dr Hon NGAN Man-yu

Public Officers attending

Agenda ltem |

Dr Cecilia FAN Yuen-man, JP
Under Secretary for Health

Mr Leo LI Ngo-chuen
Principal Assistant Secretary for Health 5

Miss Amy LO Si-tsai
Assistant Secretary for Health 5A

Dr Addi CHAN Kwok-hung
Principal Medical and Health Officer (Health Technology and Advisory)
Department of Health

Mr Billy YIP Tak-chun
Secretary (Council on Human Reproductive Technology) (Acting)
Department of Health



Miss Vonda LAM Hei-man
Senior Government Counsel
Department of Justice

Ms Janice LEUNG King-yan
Government Counsel
Department of Justice

Attendance by invitation

Agenda Item |

Dr CHEUNG Lai-ping

Consultant (Obstetrics & Gynaecology) of New Territories East Cluster
Hospital Authority

Clerk in attendance

Mr Colin CHUI, Chief Council Secretary (3)3

Staff in attendance

Miss Quincy NG, Assistant Legal Adviser 6
Ms Macy NG, Senior Council Secretary (3)3
Ms Ling IP, Legislative Assistant (3)3
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Subcommittee on Two Items of Subsidiary Legislation Relating to
Human Reproductive Technology of the Legislative Council
Verbatim record of meeting

H #: 2025F8R4H(EH—)

Date: Monday, 4 August 2025

BF [l : T F3RFE4RF564H

Time: 3:00 pm to 4:56 pm
 F: UEEHEAAKEGEE4
Venue: Conference Room 4 of the

Legislative Council Complex
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