LC Paper No. CB(1)233/2025

Legislative Council
Panel on Housing
Minutes of meeting

Date :  Monday, 3 February 2025
Time : 2:30 pm
Venue - Conference Room 2A,

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance

The attendance of Members, public officers, the Clerk and staff is in Appendix 1.

(The verbatim record of proceedings is in Appendix 2.)

l. Information paper(s) issued since the meeting on 2 December 2024
Two information papers (LC Paper Nos. CB(1)1639/2024(01) and

CB(1)1766/2024(01)) had been issued to the Panel since the meeting on
2 December 2024.

. Items for discussion at the next meeting

2. The Panel agreed to discuss the following items at the next regular meeting
to be held on Friday, 14 March 2025:

(@) Measures of the Hong Kong Housing Authority to facilitate the needs
of elderly residents; and

(b) Review of income and asset limits for public rental housing for
2025-2026.

I11. Head 711 project no. B776CL — Site formation and infrastructure
works for public housing developments at Kam Tin South, Yuen
Long — Phase 2

3. The Administration consulted the Panel on the funding proposal to
upgrade project no. B776CL to Category A to carry out the remaining part of the
site formation and infrastructure works for the public housing developments at
Kam Tin South, Yuen Long (the works of Phase 2) (“the proposed works”), so as
to complement the proposed public housing development project at Site 4a-2,
Kam Tin South, Yuen Long. The capital cost of the proposed works was
estimated to be about $43.8 million in money-of-the-day prices.


https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/hg/papers/hgcb1-1639-1-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/hg/papers/hgcb1-1766-1-e.pdf
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4, The Panel deliberated on the item and the Administration responded to
Members’ views and enquiries. Members who spoke included (in speaking
order): Ir Dr LO Wai-kwok, Mr LAM San-keung, Mr Andrew LAM,
Mr KWOK Wai-keung, Mr Tony TSE and Mr Holden CHOW.

Follow-up actions

5. The Panel supported the Administration’s submission of the above
funding proposal to the Public Works Subcommittee (“PWSC”) for consideration.
Meanwhile, Members urged the Administration to more actively study the
feasibility of increasing the plot ratio and coverage of the site concerned, and
ensure that the roads and public transport services in the vicinity could cope with
the demand arising from future population growth. At the request of the Panel,
the Administration undertook to provide details of the cost and engineering design
of the proposed works, including the reasons for the considerable difference in
cost from similar projects and the results of the cost-effectiveness assessment, and
to provide information on the planned provision of welfare and other ancillary
facilities in the adjoining Site 4a-1 in the funding application to be submitted to
PWSC.

IV.  Proposed amendments to the Housing Ordinance (Cap. 283) for
combating tenancy abuse and ensuring the prudent use of public
housing resources

6. The Administration briefed the Panel on the proposed amendments to the
Housing Ordinance (Cap. 283), including making serious public rental housing
(“PRH”) tenancy abuse an offence; empowering authorized officers to inspect
personal data; and extending the time limit for prosecution of offences of false
statements and refusal to furnish information.

7. The Panel deliberated on the item and the Administration responded to
Members’ views and enquiries. Members who spoke included (in speaking
order): Mr Kenneth LEUNG, Mr CHAN Hok-fung, Mr Andrew LAM,
Mr LAU Kwok-fan, Dr Wendy HONG, Dr SO Cheung-wing,
Ir Dr LO Wai-kwok, Mr YANG Wing-kit, Mr LEUNG Man-kwong,
Mr KWOK Wai-keung, Mr Stanley NG (Chairman), Mr Holden CHOW,
Mr Tony TSE, Ir LEE Chun-keung, Mr LAM San-keung, Mr Dominic LEE,
Dr TIK Chi-yuen, Mr Paul TSE and Dr Junius HO.



Follow-up actions

8. The Panel supported the Administration’s introduction of the Bill into the
Legislative Council in the second quarter of 2025. The Panel reminded the
Administration of the need to clearly define the circumstances constituting serious
PRH tenancy abuse and make arrangements that were both reasonable and
sensible, as well as to step up publicity and education for tenants and provide
enforcement guidelines for law enforcement officers. In addition, Members
considered that the Administration should tighten the Well-off Tenants Policies,
and review and step up enforcement and prosecution with respect to the existing
measures to combat PRH tenancy abuse. Members also suggested exploring
ways to more effectively obtain information on tenants’ property ownership in the
Mainland and overseas.

9. Members expressed concern about cases involving tenants from
underprivileged groups, in particular the elderly, whose tenancies had been
terminated due to PRH tenancy abuse, and suggested that the Appeal Panel
(Housing) should exercise discretion as far as possible on compassionate grounds,
having regard to the fact that PRH tenancy abuse by such tenants might not be
intentional, and that the Administration should ensure that such tenants were
aware of their rights to appeal. Members requested the Administration to
provide the number of PRH tenancy abuse cases involving the elderly.

V. Any other business

10. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 5:04 pm.

Council Business Divisions
Legislative Council Secretariat
17 February 2025




Appendix 1

Legislative Council
Panel on Housing

Meeting
Date : Monday, 3 February 2025
Time : 2:30 pm
Venue Conference Room 2A,

Legislative Council Complex

Attendance
Present (Panel members)

Hon Stanley NG Chau-pei, SBS, JP (Chairman)
Hon Vincent CHENG Wing-shun, MH, JP (Deputy Chairman)
Hon Paul TSE Wai-chun, JP

Dr Hon CHAN Han-pan, BBS, JP

Hon KWOK Wai-keung, BBS, JP

Ir Dr Hon LO Wai-kwok, GBS, MH, JP

Dr Hon Junius HO Kwan-yiu, BBS, JP

Hon LAU Kwok-fan, MH, JP

Hon Tony TSE Wai-chuen, BBS, JP

Hon Dominic LEE Tsz-king

Ir Hon LEE Chun-keung, JP

Hon LAM San-keung, JP

Dr Hon Wendy HONG Wen

Hon LEUNG Man-kwong, MH

Hon Kenneth LEUNG Yuk-wai, JP

Hon CHAN Hok-fung, MH, JP

Hon YANG Wing-kit

Dr Hon SO Cheung-wing, SBS, JP

Absent (Panel members)

Hon Doreen KONG Yuk-foon
Hon Judy CHAN Kapui, MH, JP

In attendance (Non-Panel members)
Hon Holden CHOW Ho-ding, JP

Dr Hon TIK Chi-yuen, SBS, JP
Hon Andrew LAM Siu-lo, SBS, JP



Public Officers attending

Agenda item 11

Mr Daniel LEUNG
Deputy Director of Housing (Development & Construction), Housing
Department

Mr Esmond WONG
Chief Civil Engineer (Public Works Programme), Housing Department

Mr Joe YIP
Deputy Project Manager (West), Civil Engineering and Development
Department

Mr CHUNG Lok-chin
Chief Engineer/W3, Civil Engineering and Development Department

Ms Emily SER
Chief Architect (7), Housing Department

Mr Tommy CHEN
Chief Estate Surveyor (Acquisition Section), Lands Department

Agenda item IV

Ms Winnie HO, JP
Secretary for Housing

Ms HAROON Hamidah
Acting Deputy Director (Estate Management)/Assistant Director (Estate
Management)1, Housing Department

Ms Cherie YEUNG
Assistant Director (Strategic Planning), Housing Department

Ms Katherine AU
Chief Housing Manager (Support Services)2, Housing Department

Clerk in attendance
Miss Tania TANG, Senior Council Secretary (1)1
Staff in attendance

Miss Lily HO, Council Secretary (1)1
Miss Mandy POON, Legislative Assistant (1)1
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https://webcast.legco.gov.hk/public/zh-HK?meetingid=M25020008&start=8577
https://webcast.legco.gov.hk/public/zh-HK?meetingid=M25020008&start=8658
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