
 

   
 

   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Overview 
The Government announced the Northern 
Metropolis Development Strategy in 
October 2021 for developing the northern part of 
Hong Kong into a metropolitan area ideal for 
people to live, work and travel.  The Northern 
Metropolis will be the foothold for Hong Kong’s 
strategic development, and a major hub for Hong 
Kong to integrate into the overall development of 
our country.  The Hetao Shenzhen-Hong Kong 
Science and Technology Innovation Cooperation 
Zone (“Hetao Cooperation Zone”), located at the 
convergence of the Northern Metropolis and the 
Guangzhou-Shenzhen innovation and technology 
corridor, further forms a significant part of the 
Greater Bay Area, serving as a world-class 
innovation and technology (“I&T”) hub 
connecting the Mainland and the international 
community. 
 
This issue of Policy Pulse briefly describes the 
overall planning and strategic positioning of the 
Northern Metropolis (including development 
themes of its four major zones, its development 
mode and transport planning etc.); and latest 
developments of its I&T Zone (including the San 
Tin Technopole (“STT”), Hong Kong-Shenzhen 
Innovation and Technology Park (“HSITP”) in the 
Loop and Ngau Tam Mei (“NTM”) New 
Development Area (“NDA”)), and summarizes 
relevant discussions of the Legislative Council 
(“LegCo”). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

New engine for future 
development of Hong Kong 
 
The Northern Metropolis has an area of 
30 000 hectares (“ha”), around one-third of Hong 
Kong’s total area, and covers the Yuen Long and 
North districts.  It borders Shenzhen and connects 
with seven land boundary control points 
(“BCPs”).Note 1 Based on the Northern Metropolis 
Action Agenda released by the Government in 
October 2023, it is the most vibrant area where 
urban development and major population growth of 
Hong Kong in the next 20 years will take place: 

 Northern Metropolis 
 At present Upon full development (est.) 

Population 980 000 2.5 million to be 
accommodated 

Residential units 400 000 An additional 500 000 
Jobs 134 000 An additional 650 000 or so 

New development 
land ---- Over 3 000 ha  

 Led by the Chief Executive, the Steering 
Committee on the Northern Metropolis 
oversees the Northern Metropolis development 
while the Northern Metropolis Coordination 
Office under the Development Bureau assumes 
an overall championing and coordinating role in 
its development.  The Northern Metropolis is to 
adopt an “industry-driven and infrastructure-
led” approach as its key development axle and, 
under a new industry pattern of “South-North 
dual engine (finance-I&T)”, develop into a 
“new international I&T city”, integrating 
quality life, industry development, culture and 
leisure. 
 

 The Government is moving full steam ahead with 
the Northern Metropolis development.  Its 
geographical location will not only provide a 
large amount of land for the development of 
Hong KongNote 2 but also further promote 
coordinated development of I&T industries 
among Hong Kong and cities in the Greater Bay 
Area (“GBA”), helping Hong Kong better 
integrate into the overall development of our 
country. 
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Note 1 Two of them are rail-based BCPs (Lo Wu and Lok Ma Chau Spur 
Line) while the other five are road-based BCPs (Lok Ma Chau, 
Man Kam To, Sha Tau Kok, Shenzhen Bay and Heung Yuen Wai). 

Note 2 It is expected that approximately 40% of new developable land in 
Hong Kong will come from the Northern Metropolis over the next 
decade 

 

 

To rank second globally  

 

Ranking published by the 
World Intellectual 
Property Organization 
recognizes the leading 
position of GBA in the 
global I&T field. 

Shenzhen-Hong Kong-
Guangzhou cluster continues to 

rank second globally for the fifth 
consecutive year in the Global 

Innovation Index 2024 
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 Four major zones of the Northern Metropolis 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
The Northern Metropolis is divided into four major zones from west to east, and the strategic 
positioning of each zone is as follows: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Members’ views 
 Members welcome the Government’s efforts to streamline land development procedures 

to expedite development of the Northern Metropolis.  To encourage more private 
enterprises to participate in the development of the Northern Metropolis and accelerate 
industrial development, Members suggest that the Administration should adopt more 
flexible means of land disposal for the Northern Metropolis.  The specific proposals 
include the implementation of “pay for what you build”, where land premium is 
determined based on the actual development scale and purpose of the enterprise or 
developer; and extending the lease term of industrial sites granted by the Government 
under a short-term tenancy to encourage enterprises to make longer-term plans and 
investments.   

 Members consider that, apart from developing I&T and emerging industries in the 
Northern Metropolis, the Government should also seize the tourism development 
opportunities in the Northern Metropolis, and, by gradually lifting the Frontier Closed 
Area restriction of Sha Tau Kok and Chung Ying Street and making good use of the 
rich and diversified natural ecological, humanistic and historical resources in the area, 
promote the development of the Blue and Green Recreation, Tourism and 
Conservation Circle and empower the development of eco-tourism in Hong Kong. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 
 

  

1. High-end Professional Services and Logistics Hub 
  To promote and deepen high-end economic cooperation with 

Qianhai Cooperation Zone and Nanshan District in such 
areas as finance, professional services and logistics services  

  High-end professional services will be the industry positioning 
for Hung Shui Kiu/Ha Tsuen (“HSK/HT”), helping Mainland 
enterprises to go global and bringing in overseas enterprises.  
Also a base for modern logistics industry  

  Lau Fau Shan/Tsim Bei Tsui/Pak Nai area will be positioned as a 
digital technology hub, supported by eco-tourism industry 

 Yuen Long South will be mainly for housing 
 

3. Boundary Commerce and Industry Zone 
 With three BCPs (Lo Wu, Man Kam To and Heung Yuen Wai) 

and an extensive area, and potential to develop various BCP-
related economic uses and uses requiring larger land area for 
operation 

 To explore the development of business services, retail financial 
services, healthcare services and leisure consumption, and 
building a base for modern logistics industry.  Also a place 
where emerging industries including food technology, 
green/environmental industry, advanced construction 
industry, high-value agriculture and fisheries industry, etc. 
may develop 

 Kwu Tung North/Fanling North (“KTN/FLN”) will be mainly for 
housing and one of the areas where government offices 
concentrate 

 

4. Blue and Green Recreation, Tourism and 
Conservation Circle 

 Abundant natural resources, including nature reserves, 
marine parks and geological parks, etc., and a number of 
traditional rural townships, with potential for recreation 
and tourism development  

 The Administration has launched the second phase of the 
opening-up plan of Sha Tau Kok Frontier Closed Area 
(excluding Chung Ying Street) since January 2024 with 
the aim of promoting cultural and eco-tourism of Sha Tau 
Kok and nearby outlying islands. 

 Hong Kong and Shenzhen Governments to jointly explore 
the feasibility of establishing a cultural tourism zone in 
Sha Tau Kok 

 

2. Innovation and Technology Zone 
 As the focus of development in this zone and the core of 

industry development of the entire Northern Metropolis, 
STT (including the 87-ha HSITP) covers a total 
development area of 627 ha, providing about 300-ha of 
I&T land, capable of providing a gross floor area of about 
7 million square metres (“sq m”), equivalent to 17 Science 
Parks 

 To reserve land in NTM for post-secondary institution 
use with a focus on scientific research and promoting 
“research, academic and industry” collaboration 

 

https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2022/english/hc/sub_com/hs03/papers/hs0320231120cb1-1012-1-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2022/english/hc/sub_com/hs03/papers/hs0320231120cb1-1012-1-e.pdf
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Flexible and diverse mode of development 
 
In the 2024 Policy Address, the Chief Executive 
announced the adoption of a mode of “large-
scale land disposal” on a pilot basis in the 
Northern Metropolis to expedite development 
of the Northern Metropolis.  Under the mode 
of “large-scale land disposal”, sizable land 
parcels with commercial value and earmarked for 
provision of public facilities will be selected and 
granted to successful bidders for collective 
development.  This approach enhances the 
participation of enterprises in important 
development of Hong Kong, speeds up the 
development of the land parcels, and reduces the 
financial outlay of the Government. 

 
 One land parcel in each of the three NDAs, 

namely STT, HSK/HT and FLN, with areas 
ranging from 10 to 20 ha had been identified 
as pilot sites and the market were invited to 
submit expression of interest in late 2024.  
The Administration has received a total of 
22 submissions and plans to conduct 
tendering for the three pilot sites from the 
second half of 2025 to 2026. 

 
 The Administration also wishes to drive the 

development of industries in the Northern 
Metropolis in diversified manners.  It will 
explore the selection of a pilot industrial 
park to be granted to a company established 
and led by the Government.  The company 
will, in accordance with the Government’s 
industrial policies, be responsible for 
formulating the park’s development and 

operation strategies, taking up day-to-day 
management and attracting businesses and 
investment, so as to better play the role of the 
Government in steering and realizing the 
“early and pilot implementation” 
approach. 

 
 The Administration actively encourages local, 

Mainland and overseas enterprises to support 
and participate in the Northern Metropolis 
development.  Over 80 enterprises have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
about supporting and participating in the 
Northern Metropolis development.  In 
addition, 35 enterprises have also signed 
agreements among them in relation to the 
Northern Metropolis development, with a 
total investment of over $100 billion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 Members’ views 

 Members attach great importance to the development of the Northern 
Metropolis, and the Subcommittee on Matters Relating to the Development of the 
Northern Metropolis was set up under the House Committee in April 2022 to put 
forward a number of specific proposals on the development of the Northern 
Metropolis.  To facilitate a more coordinated design for NDAs in the Northern 
Metropolis and expedite the provision of public facilities, Members suggest that the 
Administration explore the mode of “large-scale land disposal” adopted on the 
Mainland.  Members are pleased to see that the Government has adopted the 
Subcommittee’s recommendations to facilitate the implementation of the mode of 
“large-scale land disposal”. 

 Members consider that the land premium for the local districts should be set with due 
regard to the investment required by developers in infrastructure and public 
facilities in the local districts.  In addition, the Administration must also ensure that 
the infrastructure facilities outside the local districts (e.g. roads) to be constructed by 
the Government can be completed in a timely manner to dovetail with the relevant 
facilities in the local districts, so as to minimize the risks borne by developers, thereby 
enhancing their desire to participate in the development of the local districts. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 

  

A delegation of the LegCo Subcommittee on Matters Relating to the 
Development of the Northern Metropolis conducted a visit to Nanshan 

District and Qianhai Bonded Zone in Shenzhen in May 2024 
 
 

https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2024/english/hc/papers/hc20240712cb1-992-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2024/english/hc/papers/hc20240712cb1-992-e.pdf
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Transport planning driving Northern Metropolis development 
 
The Transport and Logistics Bureau promulgated the Hong Kong Major Transport Infrastructure 
Development Blueprint in December 2023, which includes a series of local and cross-boundary 
transport infrastructure projects to support the development of the Northern Metropolis.  Upon the 
progressive commissioning of the projects, the major transport infrastructure network will extend 
to various NDAs in the Northern Metropolis, enhancing the connectivity of these areas with the 
Mainland, as well as other parts (including the Harbour Metropolis) of Hong Kong. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
                                  

 
 
 

Members’ views 
 Members urge the Administration to implement the Northern Metropolis Highway 

(“NMH”) project by enhancing speed and efficiency.  In response to Members’ 
views, the Administration has further reduced the cost of investigation for NMH from 
the original estimate of about $1,130 million to about $680 million; and the 
investigation time for San Tin Section has also been shortened from 38 months to 
25 months.  The funding proposal was approved on 28 February 2025 by the LegCo 
Finance Committee. 

 Regarding the Administration’s statement that the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Rail 
Link (Hung Shui Kiu – Qianhai) is expected to open in 2035, Members consider that 
the Administration should accelerate the implementation of this cross-border railway 
project, so as to enable HSK/HT NDA, which is positioned as a high-end professional 
services centre and modern logistics hub, to strengthen cooperation with the Qianhai 
Cooperation Zone and Nanshan District, thereby creating a win-win situation. 

 Members consider that the Administration should actively explore how to align national 
design and construction standards with relevant standards in Hong Kong, and 
leverage the Mainland’s advanced construction technologies and capabilities to reduce 
the construction costs of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Rail Link (Hung Shui 
Kiu – Qianhai) and expedite the implementation of related works.  Members also 
suggest that the Administration incorporate flexibility in the design of the project to 
allow for its future extension to Sunny Bay, connecting it with the railway system of the 
Hong Kong International Airport, thereby laying the foundation for developing a 
Hong Kong-Shenzhen airport super hub. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 

  

Local transport 
infrastructure projects 
 Northern Link 
 Northern Link Eastern 

Extension 
 Northeast New Territories 

Line 
 Hung Shui Kiu Station of 

Tuen Ma Line 
 Central Rail Link 
 Northern Metropolis 

Highway 
 Route 11 (section between 

Yuen Long and North 
Lantau) 

 Tsing Yi–Lantau Link 
 Widening of Yuen Long 

Highway (section between 
Lam Tei and Tong Yan San 
Tsuen) 

 Tuen Mun Bypass 
 Shatin Bypass 

Cross-boundary transport 
infrastructure projects 
 Hong Kong-Shenzhen 

Western Rail Link (Hung 
Shui Kiu – Qianhai) 

 Northern Link Spur Line 
 

https://www.tlb.gov.hk/doc/Hong%20Kong%20Major%20Transport%20Infrastructure%20Development%20Blueprint%20(English).pdf
https://www.tlb.gov.hk/doc/Hong%20Kong%20Major%20Transport%20Infrastructure%20Development%20Blueprint%20(English).pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/tp/tp_rsc/papers/tp_rsc20250331cb3-380-2-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/tp/tp_rsc/papers/tp_rsc20250331cb3-380-2-e.pdf
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福田區 
Futian District 

Building a “new international innovation and technology city” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The National 14th Five-Year Plan indicated clear 
support for Hong Kong’s development into an 
international I&T centre.  The planning of the 
Northern Metropolis is an important strategic 
layout for Hong Kong to realize this vision.  
The I&T Zone of the Northern Metropolis 
encompasses two major hubs, namely STT and 
HSITP, and NTM NDA.   
 
San Tin Technopole 

 
 STT is located at the heart of the Northern 

Metropolis and in close proximity to 
Shenzhen’s I&T zone in Huanggang and 
Futian.  With the 87-ha HSITP in the Loop 
as its core, STT will provide an additional 
210 ha of land at the proximity to develop 
into an I&T hub.  A total of around 300 ha 
of I&T land accounts for about half of the total 
development area of STT. 

 

 STT is strategically positioned to be a hub for 
clustered I&T development that creates 
synergy with the Shenzhen Park in the Loop 
and facilitates the development of a new 
industry pattern of “South-North dual engine 
(finance-I&T)” in Hong Kong.  It will 
become a new community for quality, healthy 
and green living, and about 165 000 jobs are 
expected to be provided. 
 

 San Tin Town Centre will be built around the 
proposed San Tin Station of the Northern Link 
Main Line, and will provide about 
50 000 public and private housing units 
from 2031 onwards.  The town centre will be 
equipped with a full range of supporting 
facilities, including an iconic cultural and 
recreational hub as well as comprehensive 
government, institution and community 
facilities, providing daily living support for 
I&T talents and improving home-job balance. 

  
 
 Members’ views 

Members suggest that the Administration should give due consideration to the 
proposed public/private split of housing supply, having regard to the housing needs 
of the I&T talents in STT.  In addition, Members urge the Administration to improve 
infrastructural facilities such as transport links and sewerage system in the area to 
benefit existing villagers of indigenous villages while developing STT. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 
 

  

I&T Zone of the 
Northern Metropolis  

https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2024/english/panels/dev/papers/dev20241022cb1-1346-4-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2024/english/panels/dev/papers/dev20241022cb1-1346-4-e.pdf
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I&T sites 

 As enterprises may call for co-location of 
research, production, staff accommodation and 
other facilities on the same site, connected land 
parcels of different sizes have been designed 
within STT to provide flexibility in allocation 
of land for I&T facilities of different scales 
(start-ups, leading tech firms), different I&T 
fields (life and health technology, artificial 
intelligence and data science, advanced 
manufacturing and new energy technology, 
etc.), and different stages of I&T value chain 
(upstream (R&D), midstream (prototype or 
pilot-scale test) or downstream (mass 
production) processes). 

 
Means of land disposal 
 
 The Administration will adopt a holistic 

approach to the overall financing arrangement 
for the Northern Metropolis and consider 
various forms of public-private partnership.  
When granting land for I&T uses in the area, 
land disposal methods other than open 
tendering, such as restricted tendering or direct 
land grant, may be considered taking into 
account the industry-specific policy of the 
Innovation, Technology and Industry Bureau, 
thus attracting high-potential and representative 
strategic enterprises to establish their presence 
in Hong Kong.  The Administration will also 
formulate a wider range of permitted uses 
which are compatible for I&T land, so as to 
provide maximum flexibility and nurture a 
more complete I&T ecosystem. 

 The Administration will adopt an “Enhanced 
Conventional New Town Approach” to take 
forward various NDAs in the Northern 
Metropolis.  Under this development 
approach, the Administration will in principle 
resume all private land planned for 
development, before allocation for various 
purposes.  For sites planned for private 
development, the Government allows in-situ 
land exchange applications from land owners 
for carrying out developments in NDAs which 
accord with the Government’s planning 
intention, so as to leverage market forces to 
enhance speed and quantity of development. 
 

 The Administration plans to implement works 
for the development of STT in two phases.  
The funding proposal for carrying out site 
formation and engineering infrastructure works 
to support the phase 1 stage 1 development of 
STT (including 43 ha I&T sites) was approved 
by the LegCo Finance Committee on 
13 December 2024. The Administration aims at 
having the first batch of 20-ha I&T sites 
formed in 2026 and 2027. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Members’ views 

Members generally concur with the Administration’s proposed planning direction 
of leveraging diversified means of land disposal and market forces to promote 
the development of STT.  In respect of the Administration’s statement on 
considering the adoption of land disposal methods other than open tendering, 
Members are of the view that if land is to be granted at nominal or concessionary 
premium, measures to protect public interests, such as regular review of the 
resultant economic benefits and R&D outcomes of the admitted enterprises, must 
be in place to prevent abuse. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 
 

  

Development concept plan of STT 

https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2023/english/panels/dev/papers/dev20230523cb1-506-3-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2023/english/panels/dev/papers/dev20230523cb1-506-3-e.pdf
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Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and Technology Park in the Loop 
 
The Hetao Cooperation Zone, which comprises 
HSITP (the Hong Kong Park) and the Shenzhen 
Park, is jointly established under the vision of “one 
river, two banks” and “one zone, two parks”.  
HSITP will develop in accordance with the basic 
principles of “being free and open, connecting 
the Mainland and the rest of the world, and 
facilitating movement” to leverage Hong Kong’s 
role and strengths under “one country, two 
systems” as a bridge connecting the Mainland and 
the rest of the world. 
 
 The Administration estimates that upon its full-

fledged development, HSITP’s economic 
contribution to Hong Kong will reach 
$52 billion per annum and about 52 000 jobs 
will be created.  HSITP has signed 

memoranda of understanding with 63 I&T 
enterprises and industry stakeholders, 
including AstraZeneca, a biopharmaceutical 
enterprise from the United Kingdom. 
 

 The Loop enjoys unique advantages in cross-
boundary cooperation.  The Administration is 
discussing with the relevant Central authorities 
with a view to striving for the trial 
implementation of dedicated cross-boundary 
policy measures to facilitate the convenient 
flow of important innovation elements 
including personnel, materials, capital and 
data within the Loop, thereby fostering 
complementarity and cooperation between the 
two Parks.  The key measures are as follows: 

 

Flow of 
personnel 

 Construction of footbridges across the Shenzhen River to directly connect the two Parks. 
 To allow designated personnel of the two Parks to enjoy travel convenience, with a view 

to achieving contactless clearance. 

Flow of 
materials 

 To streamline clearance and approval procedures for research materials and equipment to 
enter and leave the two Parks through such initiatives as “green lane” and “white list”. 

 To explore the possibility of using unmanned low-altitude aerial vehicles for cross-
boundary movement of materials. 

Flow of  
capital 

 To make good use of the geographical advantage of HSITP as a “special zone that falls 
within our country but outside the Mainland”  to actively explore with the Central 
authorities facilitation measures on cross-boundary fund transfer for Mainland enterprises 
settling in HSITP. 

Flow of 
data 

 To promote the further expansion of cross-boundary flow of research data from the 
Mainland to HSITP for use by enterprises and organizations in the Park. 

 To establish a cross-boundary data flow management mechanism that ensures safe and 
convenient data flow, promote opening up of the data market, pool Mainland and overseas 
data, and facilitate the development of Hong Kong into an international data hub. 

 

 
 

Members’ views 
 Members point out that as Hong Kong has unique advantages in the field of science 

and technology, five world top-100 universities, 16 State Key Laboratories and six 
Branches of Chinese National Engineering Research Centres, it enjoys 
considerable advantages in upstream basic research.  Members suggest that the 
Administration should actively develop a “base for pilot-scale test”Note 3 in HSITP, 
so that local scientific research can be transformed into products and launched in the 
market, thus contributing to the local economy. 

 Members consider that the Administration should optimize the unique advantages of 
the Loop in cross-boundary cooperation under the framework of “one country, two 
systems”, and explore forward-looking new policies and new systems in frontier fields 
such as cross-boundary data flow, intellectual property protection and fintech 
innovation. 

Note 3 “Pilot-scale test” refers to the intermediate test after R&D but before mass production, which includes 
application development, technological transformation, trial production on a small batch basis, etc. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 

  

https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/council/hansard_rundown.html?e20240110#105840
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/council/hansard_rundown.html?e20240110#105840
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Progress of development 

 
 HSITP will be developed in two phases from west 

to east.  The site of Phase 1, with a gross floor 
area of 1 million sq m, will be divided into three 
batches for development.  It will be made up of 
different functional zones which mainly include 
Life and Health Technology zone, Artificial 
Intelligence and Data Science zone and New 
Technology and Advanced Manufacturing 
zone. 

 
 There are a total of eight buildings in Batch 1 

development.  The first three buildings have 
been completed since the end of 2024, and HSITP 
will officially enter into its operational phase in 
2025.  The first batch of tenants is expected to 
move in starting from 2025, and a more intensive 
phase of negotiations has so far been entered into 
with around 30 enterprises.  It is expected that the 
other five buildings will be completed 
progressively from 2027-2028 onwards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation facilities 
 
Various road projects connecting to HSITP are 

being taken forward progressively.  Among 
them, the Western Connection Road, 
accessing to the Fanling/San Tin Highway, 
commenced operation in October 2024.  As 
for the Direct Road Link connecting MTR 
Lok Ma Chau Station to HSITP, the 
construction is expected to be completed in the 
second half of 2025, to tie in with the operation 
of the Park.  In addition, the Administration is 
planning a connection road in the eastern part of 
the Park to connect with the road network of 
KTN NDA. 

 
The Park is in the proximity of MTR Lok Ma 

Chau Station.  The Northern Link Spur Line 
under planning will pass through the Park with a 
railway station proposed thereat. 

 
Incubation Support Programme for Life and 
Health Technology Start-ups 
 
 To further promote the development of the life 

and health technology industry in Hong Kong, 
the Administration announced in the 2024-25 
Budget the allocation of $200 million to 
implement the Incubation Support 
Programme for Life and Health Technology 
Start-ups, under which assistance will be 
provided to start-ups engaging in life and health 
technology, so as to attract more potential start-
ups engaging in life and health technology to 
establish a presence in HSITP.  The funding 
proposal was approved by the LegCo Finance 
Committee on 9 May 2025. 

 
  

 
 

Members’ views 
 At its meeting on 8 January 2025, LegCo passed a motion on “Accelerating the 

development of the Hong Kong Park in the Loop to create new economic growth 
points”.  Members are of the view that the Government should seek innovation and 
changes by introducing more preferential policies in respect of land supply, dedicated 
funding, tax deductions, etc., so as to attract more international capital and major I&T 
enterprises to establish their foothold in HSITP. 

 Members opine that the Hetao Zone of the Northern Metropolis is the key engine of 
Hong Kong’s I&T development, and that the Government should expedite attracting 
businesses and investment and promote the stationing of enterprises in the area.  
Members suggest that the Administration enhance inter-bureau and inter-
departmental coordination to expedite the implementation of land development and 
transport infrastructure projects in the zone, and deepen cooperation with the 
Mainland authorities to better coordinate the further development of the Hetao Zone.  
Members further urge the Government to map out a comprehensive blueprint to 
promote the development of HSITP and introduce more support measures to assist in 
developing the I&T industry, so as to create new economic growth points for 
Hong Kong. 

LegCo 
Relevant 

paper 
 

  

A delegation of the LegCo Subcommittee on Matters Relating to 
the Development of the Northern Metropolis visited the exhibition 

hall of the Hetao Cooperation Zone in February 2024 

https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/council/hansard_rundown.html?e20250108#137200
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/council/hansard_rundown.html?e20250108#137200


 

Council Business Divisions 
Legislative Council Secretariat  - 9 - May 2025 

   
 

   
 

Policy Pulse – Northern Metropolis-building a new international  
innovation and technology city 

 Ngau Tam Mei New Development Area 
 

The Northern Metropolis Action Agenda proposes 
that land be reserved in NTM NDA for use of post-
secondary education institutions, with a focus on 
scientific research, to complement the I&T 
development in STT, promoting “research, 
academic and industry” collaboration.  The 
Administration plans to release the Northern 
Metropolis University Town Development 
Conceptual Framework in the first half of 
2026,Note 4further promoting Hong Kong as an 
international hub for high-calibre talents under the 
industry-oriented principle. 
 
 NTM NDA covers an area of about 130 ha, and 

its land use resolves around the following three 
development themes: 
 
(1) UniTown@NTM: It covers an area of about 

46 ha (including the land required by the 
third medical school).  The 
Administration encourages institutions to 
introduce more branded programmes, 
research collaboration and exchange 
projects in a flexible and innovative manner, 
and keep closer connection in areas such as 
scientific research collaborations, student 
exchanges and nurturing of talents, etc. 
 

(2) Integrated medical teaching and research 
hospital: With an area of about 9 ha and 
about 3 000 beds, the integrated hospital will 
provide comprehensive healthcare services 
for the existing and new population in the 
Northern Metropolis.  It will also provide 
teaching, training and research facilities 
(such as providing clinical trials) to 
complement the development of the life and 
health technology industry in STT and 
Hong Kong at large. 
 

(3) Integrated residential community: With 
an area of about 18 ha, this community aims 
to serve those who work and study at NTM, 
and establish a self-sustained UniTown 
community. 

 
 Site formation works for the first batch of 

residential, integrated hospital and UniTown land 
are expected to be completed progressively from 
2029 onwards.  First population intake is 
expected to take place from 2034 onwards to 
dovetail with the commissioning of the Northern 
Link Main Line. 

 

 

 
 

 Members’ views 
 Members suggest that the Administration should develop NMUT into an R&D and 

technology transfer base supporting the area; and encourage post-secondary 
institutions to strengthen cooperation with renowned Mainland and overseas institutions, 
and create synergy through sharing resources and enhancing collaboration with industries 
in the area.  Members also suggest that the Administration step up measures to 
strengthen the development of post-secondary education in NMUT in areas such as 
natural science, marine economy, aerospace technology and biomedical engineering, so 
as to actively respond to national development strategies and strengthen the development 
momentum of Hong Kong. 

 Members suggest that the Administration should extend the area of land for post-
secondary education at HSK/HT NDA and properly relax the plot ratioNote 5 of the 
NTM UniTown site to expand its development scale.  Members further urge the 
Administration to publish the Northern Metropolis University Town Development 
Conceptual Framework as early as possible, so as to expedite the development of NMUT. 

Note 5 The Administration suggests that a plot ratio of 3 should be assumed for the development of the NTM UniTown site. 
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please scan the QR codes on the right 
or visit the relevant Legislative Council webpages Legislative Council 

Secretariat 

To know more about the related 
discussions in the Legislative Council 

Note 4 The Administration has reserved about 90 ha of land in the Northern Metropolis for the development of the Northern Metropolis 
University Town (“NMUT”), including land for post-secondary education in NTM (46 ha), New Territories North New Town (40 
ha) and HSK/HT NDA (5 ha). 

Panel on Development 
 

Subcommittee on Matters 
Relating to the Development of the 

Northern Metropolis 
 

https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2022/english/hc/sub_com/hs03/papers/hs0320240423cb1-468-1-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2022/english/hc/sub_com/hs03/papers/hs0320240423cb1-468-1-e.pdf
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/committees/panel.html?development&2025#papers-and-reports&cat=hn
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/committees/hc-other-subcommittee.html?2022&hs03#papers-and-reports
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/committees/hc-other-subcommittee.html?2022&hs03#papers-and-reports
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/committees/hc-other-subcommittee.html?2022&hs03#papers-and-reports
https://www.legco.gov.hk/en/legco-business/committees/hc-other-subcommittee.html?2022&hs03#papers-and-reports

