File ref.: CPA 5019/16C
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Evidence Ordinance
(Chapter 8)

EVIDENCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 2026

INTRODUCTION

At the meeting of the Executive Council on 2 June 2026, the Council
ADVISED and the Acting Chief Executive ORDERED that the Evidence
(Amendment) Bill 2026 (“Bill”), at Annex A, should be introduced into the
Legislative Council (“LegCo”), so as to implement the recommendations of the
report on “Hearsay in Criminal Proceedings” (“Report”) published by the Law
Reform Commission of Hong Kong (“LRC”) in November 2009.

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATIONS

2. The common law rule against hearsay renders hearsay evidence generally
inadmissible in criminal proceedings unless that evidence falls within one of the
common law or statutory exceptions to the rule (“hearsay rule”). The hearsay
rule seeks to ensure that the witness’s credibility and accuracy can be tested in
cross-examination. Despite this rationale, the hearsay rule has been the subject of
widespread criticism over the years from academics, practitioners and the bench.

3. The LRC recommended in the Report a reform of the common law
hearsay rule in criminal proceedings by way of a detailed legislative scheme. The
Government previously introduced the Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2018.
However, it lapsed at the end of the term of office of the sixth-term LegCo on 30
October 2021 due to insufficient time to complete the legislative processes.

4. One of the main criticisms against the hearsay rule is that the rule is strict
and inflexible, and excludes hearsay evidence even if it is cogent and reliable.
The inadmissibility of hearsay evidence that is otherwise cogent and relevant to the
determination of the guilt or innocence of an accused sometimes results in the
exclusion of evidence which by standards of ordinary life would be regarded as
accurate and reliable. This can result in absurdity and also in injustice.



5. The complexity of the hearsay rule and the lack of clarity of its
exceptions have also been criticised. In the light of these criticisms, proposals for
reform have been put forward in many common law jurisdictions where the subject
has been studied for the purpose of reform. In line with such international
development, the LRC has proposed reform to the hearsay rule as detailed in the
Report.

6. To implement the recommendations of the LRC in the Report, it is
necessary to introduce a new legislative scheme to reform the hearsay rule.

OTHER OPTIONS

7. The recommendations of the LRC can only be implemented by
legislative means. There are no other options.

THE BILL

8. The main provisions of the Bill are summarised below. Clause 5 of the
Bill adds a new Part IVA to the Evidence Ordinance (Cap. 8) containing six
Divisions (sections 55C — 55Y).

Division 1 (sections 5S5C to 55J) - Preliminary

0. Section 55C provides for the interpretation of terms used in the new Part
IVA. Section 55D provides for the meaning of hearsay.
10. Section 55E(1) provides that the new Part IVA applies to:

(a) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced in criminal proceedings

(other than criminal proceedings in respect of sentencing), or surrender
proceedings, to which the strict rules of evidence apply; and

(b) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the prosecution in
criminal proceedings in respect of sentencing to prove a disputed
aggravating factor.

11. Further, section 55E(2) provides that the new Part IVA does not apply to:

(a) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the prosecution in
criminal proceedings in respect of sentencing, being information
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furnished under section 27 of the Organized and Serious Crimes
Ordinance (Cap. 455) or under an order of the court;

(b) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the prosecution in
criminal proceedings in respect of sentencing to prove an undisputed
aggravating factor;

(¢) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the accused in criminal
proceedings in respect of sentencing to prove a mitigating factor;

(d) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced in proceedings of a case
concerning national security (within the meaning of section 3(2) of the
Safeguarding National Security Ordinance (6 of 2024))!; or

(e) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced in proceedings commenced
before the commencement date of the new Part IVA.

12. For ease of reference, the proceedings described in paragraph 10, read
with paragraph 11, above to which the new Part IVA applies are referred to below
as “applicable proceedings”.

13. Section 55F provides for the interpretation of certain references in the
context of surrender proceedings.

14. Section 55G makes clear that common law rules governing the
admissibility of hearsay evidence not preserved by section 55V will be abolished in
applicable proceedings. Section 55H abrogates the common law rule that
excludes implied assertions on the ground of hearsay in such proceedings.

15. Section 551 provides that hearsay evidence is admissible in applicable
proceedings only if it is admissible under:

(a) Division 2, 3 or 5 of the new Part [VA;

(b) acommon law rule preserved by section 55V; or

(c) any other enactment.

' The HKSAR has an overriding constitutional duty to safeguard national security effectively, and
procedural reforms must not compromise this obligation. The distinct nature of national security threats
necessitates a tailored evidential approach, as national security proceedings are uniquely vulnerable to
disinformation and evidence manipulation by hostile actors, especially from foreign sources. Therefore,
maintaining the hearsay rule under the common law in national security proceedings would better protect the
integrity of such proceedings and national security.
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16. Section 55] provides that the new Part IVA does not affect any power of
the court to exclude evidence on grounds other than that it is hearsay.

Division 2 (section 55K) — Admission of hearsay evidence by agreement of
parties

17. Section 55K provides that hearsay evidence is admissible in applicable
proceedings if the prosecutor and the accused concerned make an agreement for its
admission.

Division 3 (sections S55L to 55U) — Admission of hearsay evidence on
unopposed hearsay evidence notice or with court’s permission

18. Section 55L provides that hearsay evidence is admissible in applicable
proceedings if a hearsay evidence notice in respect of the hearsay evidence is not
opposed by any party to the proceedings. Section 55M provides that if such a
hearsay evidence notice is opposed, the evidence is admissible in the proceedings
with the court’s permission.

19. Section 55N provides for the requirements regarding the giving of a
hearsay evidence notice. Section 550 provides for the requirements regarding the
giving of an opposition notice. Section 55P empowers the court to vary such
requirements. Section 55Q provides that a party may, with the permission of the
court, withdraw a hearsay evidence notice or opposition notice given by the party.

20. Section 55R empowers the court to grant permission for the admission of
hearsay evidence if a hearsay evidence notice is opposed. In particular, court’s
permission may be granted only if the condition of necessity and the condition of
threshold reliability are both fulfilled. Section 55S sets out the circumstances in
which the condition of necessity is fulfilled and provides that the prosecution must
prove that condition beyond reasonable doubt, while the accused must do so on the
balance of probabilities. The condition of necessity is fulfilled if the declarant of
the statement to be adduced as hearsay evidence:

(a) 1sdead;
(b) is unfit to be a witness, either in person or in another competent manner,

in the proceedings because of the declarant’s age or physical or mental
condition;
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(c) 1is outside Hong Kong and it is not reasonably practicable to secure the
declarant’s attendance at the proceedings or to make the declarant
available for examination and cross-examination in another competent
manner in the proceedings;

(d) cannot be found although all reasonable steps have been taken to find the
declarant; or

(e) if the party applying for the court’s permission is the accused, refuses to
give oral evidence in connection with the statement in the proceedings in
circumstances where the declarant would be entitled to refuse on the
ground of self-incrimination.

21. Section 55T sets out the test for the condition of threshold reliability and
an exhaustive list of factors to which the court must have regard in deciding
whether that condition is fulfilled. The condition of threshold reliability is
fulfilled if the circumstances relating to the hearsay evidence provide a reasonable
assurance that the hearsay evidence is reliable. The court must have regard only
to:

(a) the nature and content of the statement to be adduced as the hearsay
evidence;

(b) the circumstances in which the statement was made;

(¢) any circumstances that relate to the truthfulness of the declarant of the
statement;

(d) any circumstances that relate to the accuracy of the observation of the
declarant; and

(e) whether the statement is supported or contradicted by other admissible
evidence in the proceedings.

22. Section 55U provides that the court may, on the application of a party to
the trial, exclude hearsay evidence admitted with the court’s permission if the court
is satisfied that it is in the interests of justice to do so. In considering whether that
test is met, the court must have regard to an exhaustive list of factors, such as the
nature and probative value of the hearsay evidence, the importance of the hearsay
evidence to the case of or against the accused, the prejudice that may be caused to
the accused by the admission of the hearsay evidence (including any prejudice that
may be caused by the lack of cross-examination of the declarant concerned), and
any relevant material change in circumstances. If the hearsay evidence is excluded,
the court may continue with the trial or order a further trial.  Further, if the hearsay
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evidence was adduced by the prosecution and, after the exclusion, there is no case
for the accused to answer, the court must direct the acquittal of the accused.

Division 4 (section 55V) — Certain common law rules governing admissibility
of hearsay evidence to which the new Part IVA applies preserved

23. Section 55V provides that certain common law rules set out in the new
Schedule 2 are preserved. Hence, hearsay evidence may continue to be admitted
under those rules in applicable proceedings.

Division 5 (sections 55W and 55X) - Admissibility of certain hearsay evidence
and related evidence

24, Section 55W provides that where hearsay evidence is admitted under
Divisions 2 or 3, or under a common law rule preserved by section 55V, evidence
relating to the credibility of the declarant of the statement admitted as hearsay
evidence, as well as evidence for the purpose of showing that the declarant
contradicted himself or herself, is also admissible.

25. Section 55X provides that a previous statement made by a witness giving
oral evidence in any applicable proceedings is admissible in the proceedings for
proving the truth of its content if the requirements set out in that section are
fulfilled.

Division 6 (section 55Y) — Supplementary Provision

26. Multiple hearsay is admissible only if each level of the hearsay statement
is admissible under the new Part IVA.

Repeal of Section 79 of the Evidence Ordinance

27. It is also proposed to repeal section 79 of the Evidence Ordinance (Cap.
8), which provides for admissibility of medical notes or reports by Government
medical officer in cases of murder or manslaughter. After the repeal, these notes
or reports may be admissible under section 22 of the Evidence Ordinance (Cap. 8)
or section 65B of the Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap. 221).

28. The existing provisions being amended are at Annex B.
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LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE

29. The legislative timetable will be as follows —
Publication in the Gazette 12 June 2026

First Reading and commencement
of Second Reading debate 24 June 2026

Resumption of Second Reading
debate, committee stage and
Third Reading to be notified

IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL

30. The proposal is in conformity with the Basic Law, including the
provisions concerning human rights. It has no financial or civil service
implications to the Government and has no economic, productivity, environmental,
sustainability or family implications. The Bill will not affect the current binding
effect of the Evidence Ordinance (Cap. 8).

31. For gender implications, although the Bill does not target sexual offences,
it may facilitate better protection of complainants of such offences, many of whom
are women, whose personal circumstances may render them unfit to testify in court
proceedings.

32. In cases where the admission of hearsay evidence is in dispute, the
proposal will require the court to devote additional time to handling applications for
the admission of such evidence and determining their admissibility. This may
have an impact on the workload of the court. In line with the funding
arrangements between the Judiciary and the Government, the Government will
provide the Judiciary with the necessary resources through the established resource
allocation mechanism.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

33. In December 2025, a consultation paper together with a working draft of
the Bill was sent, for consultation, to various stakeholders including the Judiciary,
legal professional bodies, relevant government bureaux and departments, law
schools and other interested parties>. The Government received 15 submissions.

2 The consultation paper is at Annex A to the paper on “Implementation of the Law Reform Commission of
Hong Kong Report on Hearsay in Criminal Proceedings — Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2026” submitted by
this Department to the LegCo’s Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services for discussion on 23
March 2026, accessible at https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2026/english/panels/ajls/papers/ajls20260323¢b3-
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https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2026/english/panels/ajls/papers/ajls20260323cb3-195-2-e.pdf

Respondents in general supported the proposal. In particular, detailed comments
and suggestions on various aspects of the working draft of the Bill were provided
by the Hong Kong Bar Association (“the Bar”) and The Law Society of Hong
Kong (“the LawSoc”). While the Bar and the LawSoc did not raise any in-
principle objection to the Bill, they raised various technical comments and drafting
suggestions which have been carefully considered by the Government. Some of
the suggestions have been adopted in the Bill.

34. The LegCo’s Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services was
briefed on the consultation exercise as well as the policy aspects of the Bill at its
meeting on 23 March 2026. Members of the Panel indicated support.

PUBLICITY

35. A press release will be issued. A spokesperson will be available to
answer media and public enquires.

ENQUIRY

36. Any enquiry on this brief can be addressed to Ms Heidi Lee, Senior
Assistant Solicitor General (Policy Affairs) 2, at Tel. No. 3918 4108.

Department of Justice
June 2026

#638102v4

195-2-e.pdf.
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Part 1 Part 2
Clause 1 1 Clause 3

A BILL Part 2

Amendments to Evidence Ordinance (Cap. 8)

To

3. Section 25 amended (Government Chemist’s certificates)
Amend the Evidence Ordinance to provide for the admissibility of hearsay Section 25(1)—
evidence in criminal proceedings and surrender proceedings; and to
- - . Repeal
provide for related matters.
“the Schedule”
Enacted by the Legislative Council. Substitute
“Schedule 17
Part1 chedute
Prelimi 4. Section 26 amended (certificates as to photographic process)
relimmary Section 26(1)—
1. Short title and commencement Repeal
(1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Evidence (Amendment) “the Schedule”
Ordinance 2026. Substitute
(2) This Ordinance comes into operation on a day to be appointed “Qohedule 17,

by the Secretary for Justice by notice published in the Gazette,
5, Part IVA added
2. Enactments amended After Part [V-—
The enactments specified in Parts 2 and 3 are amended as set out in Add
those Parts.
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“Part IVA

Hearsay Evidence in Criminal Proceedings and

55C,

55D,

Surrender Proceedings
Division 1—Preliminary

Interpretation
In this Part—

declaranst (B, in relation to a statement adduced or to be
adduced as hearsay evidence in any proceedings, means
the person who made the statement;

hearsay ({8[#)—see section 55D;

oral evidence (OFHZEHE) includes evidence that a person
called as a witness gives in writing, by signs or by way of
any device by reason of the person’s disability, disorder
or other impairment;

statement (JH#lL) means a representation of fact or opinion
however made, including a written or non-written
communication; or a non-verbal communication in the
form of conduct, that is intended to be an assertion of any
matter communicated; -

surrender proceedings (B2 RILHRIZR) means—

(a) proceedings for committal under section 10 of the
Fugitive Offenders Ordinance (Cap. 503); or

(b) an appeal under section 11 of that Ordinance.

Meaning of hearsay
For the purposes of this Part-—

Evidence {Amendment) Bill 2026
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(a) astatement adduced or to be adduced as evidence in
any proceedings is hearsay if—
() it was made otherwise than by a person while
giving oral evidence in the proceedings; and

(ii) itisadduced or to be adduced to prove the truth
of its content;
(b) areference to hearsay includes hearsay of whatever
degree; and

(¢) a reference to hearsay evidence is to be construed
accordingly.

55E. Application

(1) Subject to subsection (2), this Part applies to—

(a) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced in
criminal proceedings (other than criminal
proceedings in respect of sentencing), or surrender
proceedings, to which the strict rules of evidence
apply; and

{(b) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the
prosecution in criminal proceedings in respect of
sentencing to prove a disputed aggravating factor.

(2) This Part does not apply to—

(a) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the
prosecution in criminal proceedings in respect of
sentencing, being information furnished under
section 27 of the Organized and Serious Crimes
Ordinance (Cap. 455) or under an order of the court;

(b) hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the
prosecution in criminal proceedings in respect of
sentencing to prove an undisputed aggravating
factor;
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€))

(c)

(d

(e)

hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced by the
accused in criminal proceedings in respect of
sentencing to prove a mitigating factor;

hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced in
proceedings of a case concerning national security
(within the meaning of section 3(2) of the
Safeguarding National Security Ordinance (6 of
2024)); or

hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced in
proceedings commenced before the commencement
date of this Part.

For the purposes of subsection (2)(¢), proceedings are
regarded as having been commenced—

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

for criminal proceedings for an offence in respect of
which a complaint is made or an information is
laid—at the time when the complaint is made or the
information is laid;

for criminal proceedings for an offence in respect of
which an indictment is preferred under section
24A(1)(b) of the Criminal Procedure Ordinance
(Cap. 221)—at the time when the indictment is
preferred;

for criminal proceedings in respect of sentencing—at
the time when the criminal proceedings of which the
senfencing proceedings form part are commenced;
or

for surrender proceedings that relate to a request for
the surrender of a person to a place outside Hong
Kong—at the time when a warrant for the arrest of
the person is issued by a magistrate under section 7
of the Fugitive Offenders Ordinance (Cap. 503).

Part 2
Clause 5
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55F.

55G.

S5H.

551

References to prosecution or accused efe, in this Par¢

In applying a provision of this Pait to hearsay evidence adduced
or to be adduced in surrender proceedings that relate to a
request for the surrender of a person (person to be surrendered)
to a place outside Hong Kong (requesting place)—

(a) a reference in the provision to the prosecutor or
prosecution is a reference to the requesting place;

(b) a reference in the provision to an accused is a
reference to the person to be surrendered; and

(c) a reference in the provision to a party to the
proceedings is to be construed accordingly.

Common law rules governing admissibility of hearsay
evidence to which this Part applies abolished

The common law rules governing the admissibility of the
hearsay evidence to which this Part applies in the proceedings
described in section 55E(1), other than those preserved by
section 55V, are abolished.

Common law rule of excluding implied assertions on
ground of hearsay abolished ‘ '

The common law rule that excludes implied assertions on the
ground of hearsay in the proceedings described in section
55E(1) is abolished.

Admissibility of hearsay evidence to which this Part applies

Hearsay evidence to which this Part applies is admissible in the
proceedings described in section 55E(1) only if it is admissible
under—

(a) Division 2, 3 or 5;

(b) acommon law rule preserved by section 55V or
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(c) any other enactment.

58J. Court’s power to exclude evidence not affected

This Part does not affect any power of the court to exclude
evidence on grounds other than that it is hearsay.

Division 2—Admission of Hearsay Evidence by
Agreement of Parties

SSK. Hearsay evidence admissible by agreement

(1) Hearsay evidence is admissible in procecdings if the
prosecutor and the accused for or against whom the
hearsay evidence is to be adduced—

(a) make an oral agreement before the court for the
admission of the hearsay evidence in the
proceedings; or

(b) jointly produce to the court a written agreement
made (whether before or during the proceedings) by
both of them stating their agreement for the
admission of the hearsay evidence in the

" proceedings. ' '
(2) Anaccused’s oral agreement or written agreement may be

made for the purposes of subsection (1)—

(a) by the accused; or

(b) by the accused’s counsel or solicitor on behalf of the
accused.

(3) A written agreement made by the prosecutor and an
accused for the purposes of subsection (1)(b) must purport
to be signed by the prosecutor and by—

(a) ifthe agreement is made by the accused—

Part 2
Clause 6
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(4)

()

(6)

(i) where the accused is an individual—the
accused; or

(ii) where the accused is a body corporate—a
director, manager, company secretary or other
similar officer of the body corporate; or

(b) ifthe agreement is made by the accused’s counsel or
solicitor on behalf of the accused—the counsel or
solicitor.

Hearsay evidence admissible in any proceedings under
subsection (1} because of an oral agreement or written
agreement made by or on behalf of an accused may be
adduced in the proceedings only—

(a) by the prosecutor or the accused; and
(b} for or against the accused.

An oral agreement or writien agreement mentioned in
subsection (1) made for the purpose of any proceedings
relating to a matter—

(a) is to be regarded as an agreement for the purpose of
- any subsequent proceedings relating to the matter;
and ' :

(b) may, with the permission of the court, be withdrawn
for the purpose of—
(i) the proceedings for which it was made or
produced; or
(i) any subsequent proceedings relating to the
matter.
For the purposes of subsection (5), a reference to
subsequent proceedings relating to a matter—

(a) includes an appeal and a review in respect of the
matter; but
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(b) does not include a retrial or further trial of the
matter.

(7) Inthis section—

review (FE %) means a review under section 104 of the
Magistrates Ordinance (Cap. 227) or section 81A of the
Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap. 221).

Division 3—Admission of Hearsay Evidence on
Unopposed Hearsay Evidence Notice or with Court’s
Permission

SSL. Hearsay evidence admissible on wunopposed hearsay
evidence notice
(1} Hearsay evidence is admissible in proceedings if—

(a) aparty to the proceedings who intends to adduce the
hearsay evidence in the proceedings gives a hearsay
evidence nolice that meels the requirements
specified in section 55N(1) in accordance with the
requirements specified in section 55N(2); and

(b) no opposition notice.that meets the requirements .

specified in section 550(1) is given by any party to
the proceedings in respect of the hearsay evidence
notice in accordance with the requirements specified
in section 550(2).

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a reference to the
requirements specified in section 55N(1) or (2) or 550(1)
or (2) includes those requirements as varied under section
55P.

55M. Hearsay evidence admissible with court’s permission

(1) Hearsay evidence is admissible in proceedings if—

Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2026
Part 2
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(a) a party to the proceedings who intends to adduce the
hearsay evidence in the proceedings gives a hearsay
evidence notice that meets the requirements
specified in section 55N(1) in accordance with the
requirements specified in section 55N(2);

(b) after being given the hearsay evidence notice, a
party to the proceedings gives in respect of the
notice an opposition notice that meets the
requirements specified in section 550(1) in
accordance with the requirements specified in
section 550(2) to oppose the admission of the
hearsay evidence in the proceedings; and

(c) the court grants permission under section 55R(1) for
the admission of the hearsay evidence in the
proceedings.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), a reference to the
requirements specified in section 55N(1} or (2) or 550(1)
or (2) includes those requirements as varied under section
55P.

55N. . Requirements for hearsay cvidence notice

(1) For the purposes of sections 55L(1)(a) and 55M(1)(a), a
hearsay evidence notice to be given by a party to any
proceedings who infends to adduce any hearsay evidence
in the proceedings—

(a) must be in writing;
(b) must state, if known, the name of the declarant of
the statement to be adduced as the hearsay evidence;
(¢) must—
(i) ifthe hearsay evidence is in the form of an oral
statement—state the content of the statement;
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@

(ii) if the hearsay evidence is in the form of a
written statement—Dbe accompanied by a copy
of the document in which the statement is
contained; or

(ii)) if the hearsay evidence is not in the form of an
oral statement or written statement—contain a
description of the hearsay evidence specifying
the circumstances in which the statement was
made and identifying the content of the
statement; and

{(d) must state—

(i) the grounds for supporting the admission of the
hearsay evidence in the proceedings; and

(ii) the facts in support of those grounds.

For the purposes of sections 55L(1)(a} and 55M(1)(a), a
hearsay evidence notice must be given to—

(a) each other party to the proceedings; and
(b) the court,

within 28 days after the day on which the date for the
hearing in which the hearsay evidence is intended to be
adduced is fixed.

550. Requirements for opposition notice

)

For the purposes of section 55M(1)(b), an opposition
notice to be given by a party to any proceedings who has
been given a hearsay evidence notice in respect of any
hearsay evidence—

(a) must be in writing;

(b) must state why, if an application were made for the
court’s permission under section 55R(1), the court
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should not grant permission for the hearsay evidence
to be admitted;

(¢} if any fact stated in the hearsay evidence notice
under section 55N(1)(d)(ii) is disputed by the
paity—must state that fact; and

(d) must state any other objection to the admission of
the hearsay evidence.

(2) For the purposes of section S5M(1)(b), an opposition
notice must be given to—

(2) each other party to the proceedings; and

{b) the court,

within 14 days after the day on which the hearsay

evidence notice is given.

55P. Court’s power to vary requirement of sections 55N and 550

Q)

(2)

@3)

()

The court may vary a requirement specified in section
S5N(1) or (2) or 550(1) or (2) regarding a hearsay
evidence notice or opposition notice.

Without limiting subsection (1), the court—

(a) may shorten or extend a titme limit for giving a
hearsay evidence notice or oppaosition notice; and

(b} may allow a hearsay evidence notice or opposition
notice to be given orally before the court.

The court may exercise the power under subsection (1) on
its own motion or on the application of a party to the
proceedings concerned.

An application for extending a time limit for giving a
notice mentioned in subsection (1) may be made before or
after the expiry of the time limit.
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(5

(6)

An application for extending a time limit for giving a
notice mentioned in subsection (1) made after the expiry
of the time limit—

(a) must be accompanied by the notice to be given; and

(b) must state the reason why the application is not
made before the expiry of the time limit.

The court may exercise the power under subsection (1) if

the court is satisfied that—

(a) having regard to the nature and content of the
hearsay evidence to which the notice relates, none

of the parties to the proceedings is substantially
prejudiced by the variation of the requirement;

(b} complying with the requirement is not reasonably
practicable in the circumstances; or

(c) itis in the interests of justice to do so.

55Q. Withdrawal of notices

(0

A party to proceedings may, with the permission of the
comrt—

(a) withdraw a hearsay evidence notice that meets the

requirements specified in section 55N(1) given by
the party in accordance with the requirements
specified in section 55N(2); or

(b) withdraw an opposition notice that meets the
requirements specified in section 550(1) given by
the party in accordance with the requitements
specified in section 550(2).

(2) Despite subsection (1), a notice may not be withdrawn

under that subsection after whichever is the earlier of the
following—
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55R.

(a) the hearsay evidence to which the notice relates is
adduced in the proceedings,;

(b) the court grants permission under section 55R(1) for
the admission of the hecarsay evidence in the
proceedings.

(3) A party who withdraws a notice under subsection (1) is to
be regarded as not having given the notice for the
purposes of section 55L or 55M.

{4) For the purposes of subsection (1), a reference o the
requitements specified in section 55N(1) or (2) or 550(1)
or (2) includes those requirements as varied under section
55P,

Court’s permission for admission of hearsay evidence

(1) The court may, for the purposes of section 55M(1)(c),
grant permission for the admission of any hearsay
evidence in any proceedings on the application of a party
to the proceedings.

(2) The court may grant permission under subsection (1) if
the cowt is satisfied that—

(a) the declarant of the statement to be adduced as the
hearsay evidence is sufficiently identified;

(b) oral evidence given by the declarant in the
proceedings would be admissible as evidence of the
matter that the hearsay evidence is intended to
prove;

(c) the condition of necessity is fulfilled in respect of
the admission of the hearsay evidence in the
proceedings;
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(d) the condition of threshold reliability is fulfilled in
respect of the admission of the hearsay evidence in
the proceedings; and

(e) the probative value of the hearsay evidence is
greater than any prejudicial effect it may have on
any party to the proceedings.

558. Condition of necessity

(1) For the purposes of section 55R(2)(c), the condition of

necessity is fulfilled in respect of the admission of any
hearsay evidence in any proceedings if—

(a) the declarant of the statement to be adduced as the
hearsay evidence is dead;

(b) the declarant is unfit to be a witness, either in person
or in another competent manner, in the proceedings
because of the declarant’s age or physical or mental
condition;

(c) the declarant is outside Hong Kong and neither of
the following is reasonably practicable—

(i) securing the declarant’s attendance at the
proceedings;

(i) making the declarani available for examination
and cross-examination in another competent
manner in the proceedings;

(d) the declarant cannot be found although all
reasonable steps have been taken to find the
declarant; or

(e) if the party applying for a permission for the
purposes of section 55R(1) is the accused—the
declarant refuses to give oral evidence in connection
with the statement in the proceedings in
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circumstances where the declarant would be entitled
to refuse on the ground of self-incrimination.

(2) Despite subsection (1), a party applying for a permission

()

for the purposes of section S5R(1) (applicant) may not
rely on paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e) of subsection (1)
to prove that the condition of necessity is fulfilled if—
(a) the circumstances mentioned in the paragraph relied
on were brought about by the act or neglect of—
(i) the applicant; or
(ii) a person acting on behalf of the applicant; and
(b) the purpose of bringing about the circumstances was
to prevent the declarant from giving oral evidence in
the proceedings (whether at all or in connection with
the statement).

For the purposes of section 55R(2)(¢c)—

{a) the burden of proving that the condition of necessity
is fulfilled is on the applicant; and

(b) the standard of proof required to prove that the
condition of necessity is fulfilled is— |
(i) if the applicant is the prosecution—beyond
reasonable doubt; or

(ii)  if the applicant is the accused—on the balance
of probabilities.

55T. Condition of threshold reliability

(I

For the purposes of section 55R(2)(d), the condition of
threshold reliability is fulfilled in respect of the admission
of any hearsay evidence in any proceedings if the
circumstances relating to the hearsay evidence provide a
reasonable assurance that the hearsay evidence is reliable.
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2

In deciding whether the circumstances relating to the
hearsay evidence provide a reasonable assurance that the
hearsay evidence is reliable, the court must have regard
only to—

(a) the nature and content of the statement to be
adduced as the hearsay evidence;

{(b) the circumstances in which the statement was made;

(¢} any circumstances that relate to the truthfulness of
the declarant of the statement;

(d} any circumstances that relate to the accuracy of the
obsetvation of the declarant; and

(e) whether the statement is supported or contradicted
by other admissible evidence in the proceedings.

55U. Subsequent exclusion of hearsay evidence admitted with
court’s permission

o)

@

)

This section applies to a trial of an offence in which any
hearsay evidence has been admitted with the court’s
permission granted under section 55R(1).

The court may, on the application of a party to the trial,
exclude the hearsay evidence if the court is satisfied that
it is in the interests of justice to do so.

If the court excludes the hearsay evidence under
subsection (2)—

(a) where the court considers it appropriate to continue
with the trial after the exclusion—the court must
direct that no weight is to be attached to the hearsay
evidence for the purpose of the trial; or

{b) where the court considers it not appropriate to
continue with the trial after the exclusion—the court
may order a further frial.
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“)

()

(6)

Further, if the hearsay evidence excluded under
subsection (2) was adduced by the prosecution—

(a) where the hearsay evidence is excluded at the
conclusion of the case for the prosecution for the
offence and, after the exclusion, the court rules that
the accused has no case to answer in relation to the
offence—the court must direct the acquittal of the
accused of the offence; or

(b) where the hearsay evidence is excluded after the
conclusion of the case for the prosecution for the
offence and the court considers that, had the hearsay
evidence been excluded at the conclusion of the case
for the prosecution for the offence, the court would
have ruled that the accused had no case to answer in
relation to the offence, the court must—

(i) rule that the accused no longer has a case to
answer in relation to the offence; and

(ii) direct the acquittal of the accused of the
offence.

Division 3 of Part IV of the Criminal Procedure
Ordinance (Cap. 221) applies to a ruling of no longer
having a case to answer mentioned in subsection (4)(b)(i)
as if it were a specified ruling within the meaning of that
Division.

In deciding whether it is in the interests of justice to
exclude the hearsay evidence under subsection (2), the
court must have regard only to—

(a) the nature of the proceedings, including whether it
is a trial by jury or not;

(b) the nature of the statement adduced as the hearsay
evidence;
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(c) the probative value of the hearsay evidence;

(d} the importance of the hearsay evidence to the case
of or against the accused;

(e) taking into account the totality of other evidence (if
any), the prejudice that may be caused to the accused
by the admission of the hearsay evidence (including
any prejudice that may be caused by the lack of
cross-examination of the declarant concerned); and

(f) whether there is any material change in
circumstances of a nature that, if the changed
circumstances had existed or been known at the time
when the permission was granted, would likely have
resulted in the court finding that—

(i) the condition of necessity was not fulfilled in
respect of the admission of the hearsay
evidence in the proceedings under section 558;
or

(ii) the condition of threshold reliability was not
fulfilled in respect of the admission of the
hearsay evidence in the proceedings under
section 55T. ' '

Division 4—Certain Common Law Rules Governing
Admissibility of Hearsay Evidence to which this Part

Applies Preserved

55V. Certain common law rules relating to exceptions to rule

against hearsay preserved
(1) The common law rules set out in Schedule 2 are

preserved.
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S5W.

55X,

)

The words describing a common law rule mentioned in
Schedule 2 are intended only to identify the rule and are
not to be construed as altering the rule in any way.

Division 5—Admissibility of Certain Hearsay

Evidence and Related Evidence

Evidence for proving credibility

(1)

@

(3)

This section applies if any hearsay evidence is admitted
in any proceedings under Division 2 or 3, or under a
common law rule preserved by section 55V.

Any evidence that, if the declarant of the statement
adduced as the hearsay evidence had given oral evidence
in the proceedings, would have been admissible in the
proceedings as relevant to the declarant’s credibility as a
wilness, is admissible in the proceedings.

Further, any evidence tending to prove that the declarant
made a statement that is inconsistent with the hearsay
evidence is admissible in the proceedings for showing that
the declarant contradicted himself or herself,

Previous statements of witnesses

(1)

A previous statement made by a person giving oral
evidence in any proceedings is admissible in evidence in
the proceedings for proving the truth of its content if—

(a) any of the following conditions is fulfilled—

(i) the purpose of adducing the statement is to
rebut a sugpestion that the person’s evidence
has been recently fabricated;

(ii) the purpose of adducing the statement is to
prove the person’s prior identification of a
person, object or place;



Evidence {Amendment) Bill 2026

Part 2
Clause 5 21
(iii) the statement is admissible in evidence in the
proceedings under any common law rule
relating to evidence of recent complaint; and

(b) while giving oral evidence, the person confirms

that—
(i) the statement was made by the person; and
(ii) the content of the statement is true.
(2) Subsection (3) applics if, on a trial before a judge and
jury—

(a) a previous statement made by a person giving oral
evidence is admitted in evidence under this seclion;
and

(b) the statement or a copy of the statement is produced
as an exhibit.

(3) The exhibit must not accompany the jury when they retire
to consider the verdict unless—

(a) all parties to the trial agree that it should accompany
the jury; or

(b) the court considers it appropriate.

Division 6—Supplementary Provision
55Y. Multiple hearsay

A statement that is hearsay is not admissible in evidence in
proceedings to prove—

(a) that an earlier statement that is hearsay was made;
and

{b) the content of that earlicr statement is true,

unless each of those statements is admissible in evidence in the
proceedings under this Part.”,
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6. Scction 79 repealed (admissibility of certain medical notes and
reports)
Section 79—
Repeal the section,
7. Schedule renumbered

The Schedule—
Renumber the Schedule as Schedule 1.

8. Schedule 2 added
After Schedule 1—
Add

“Schedule 2

fs. 55V]

Common Law Rules relating to Exceptions to
Rule against Hearsay Preserved

Rule 1

1

Confessions etc.
Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings an admission,

a confession, a statement against self-interest or a nixed statement
made by an accused is admissible in evidence.

Rule 2
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Joint Enterprise or Conspiracy

Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings a statement
made by a party in furtherance of a joint enterprise or conspiracy is
admissible in evidence against another party to the enterprise or
conspiracy for proving the truth of its content,

Rule 3
Expert Opinion

Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings the opinion of
a person called as a witness on an issue in the proceedings on which
the person is qualified to give expert evidence is admissible in
evidence,

Rule 4

Public Information

Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings—

(a) apublished work dealing with a matter of & public nature
(for example, history, a scientific work, a dictionary or a
map) is admissible as evidence of facts of a public nature
stated in the work;

(b) a public document (for example, a public register and a
return made under a requirement of a public authority
with respect to a matter of public interest) is admissible as
evidence of facts stated in the document;

(c) a record (for example, the record of a court, treaty,
Government grant, pardon or commissjon) is admissible
as evidence of facts stated in the record; or

(d) evidencerelating to a person’s age or date or place of birth
may be given by a person without personal knowledge of
the matter.

Rule §

Reputation as to Character

Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings evidence of a
person’s reputation is admissible in evidence for proving the
person’s good or bad character.

Rule 6
Reputation or Family Tradition

Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings evidence of
reputation or family tradition is admissible in evidence for proving
or disproving—

(a) pedigree or the existence of a marriage;
(b) the existence of any public or general right; or
(c) the identity of any person or thing,

Rule 7

Res Gestae
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Any ruole of law under which in criminal proceedings a statement is
admissible in evidence for proving the truth of its content it —

(a) the statement was made by a person so emotionally
overpowered by an event that the possibility of
concoction or distortion can b_e disregarded;

(b) the statement accompanied an act that can be properly
evaluated as evidence only if considered in conjunction
with the statement; or

{c) the statement relates to a physical sensation or a mental
state (for example, intention ot emotion).

Rule 8

Admissions by Agents etc.

Any rule of law under which in criminal proceedings—

(a) an admission made by an agent of an accused is
admissible against the accused in evidence for proving the
truth of its content; or

(b) a statement made by a person to whom an accused refers
another person for information is admissible against the
accused in evidence for proving the truth of its content.”.
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Part 3

Amendment to Air Pollution Control (Dust and Grit
Emission) Regulations {(Cap. 311 sub. leg. B)

0. Regulation 9 amended (size analysis and viscosity determination

of sample)
Regulation 9(a)(ii) and (b)(ii)—
Repeal
“the Schedule”
Substitute
“Schedule 1",
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Explanatory Memorandum

The purpose of this Bill is to implement the proposals set out in the
core scheme of the report of the Law Reform Commission of Hong
Kong on hearsay in criminal proceedings published in November
2009.

Clause 1 sets out the short title and provides for commencement.

Clauses 3 and 4 respectively amend sections 25 and 26 of the
Evidence Ordinance {Cap. 8) (Ordinance) consequential on the
renumbering of the Schedule to the Ordinance as Schedule 1.

Clause 5 adds a new Part IVA to the Ordinance to deal with the
admissibility of hearsay evidence in criminal proceedings and certain
proceedings under the Fugitive Offenders Ordinance (Cap. 503)
(surrender proceedings). The new Part IVA is divided into 6
Divisions.

Division 1 (new sections 55C to 55]) of the new Part IVA provides
for preliminary matters.

The new section 55C provides for the interpretation of terms used in

the new Part IVA, The new section 55D provides for the meaning of .

hearsay.

The new section 55E provides that the new Part IVA applies to
hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced—

(a) in criminal proceedings (other than sentencing
proceedings) or surrender proceedings to which the sirict
rules of evidence apply; and

(b) insentencing proceedings 1o prove a disputed aggravating
factor by the prosecution.

The new section 55E also provides that the new Part IVA does not
apply to hearsay evidence adduced or to be adduced—
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10.

11.

12.

13.

{a) in sentencing proceedings, being information furnished
under section 27 of the Organized and Serious Crimes
Ordinance (Cap. 455) or under an order of the court, by
the prosecution;

(b) in sentencing proceedings to prove an undispuied
aggravating factor by the prosecution;

(c) insentencing proceedings to prove a mitigating factor by
the accused;

(d) inproceedings of a case concerning national security; or

(e) in proceedings commenced before the commencement
date of that Part.

The new section 55F provides for the interpretation of certain
references in the context of surrender proceedings.

The new section 55G abrogates the common law rules governing the
admissibility of the hearsay evidence to which the new Part IVA
applies in the proceedings described in the new section 55E(1), other
than those preserved by the new section 55V,

The new section 55H abrogates the common law rule that excludes
implied assertions on the ground of hearsay in the proceedings
described in the new section 55E(1).

The new section 351 provides that hearsay evidence is admissible in
the proceedings described in the new section 55E(1) only if it is
admissible under—

(a) Division 2, 3 or 5 of the new Par{ IVA;
(b) acommon law rule preserved by the new section 55V; or
(¢) any other enactment.

The new section 55J provides that the new Part IVA does not affect
the court’s power to exclude evidence on grounds other than that it
is hearsay. '
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14.

15,

16.

17.

18..

19.

Division 2 {new section 55K) of the new Part IVA provides that
hearsay evidence is admissible in proceedings if both parties to the
proceedings concerned make an agreement for its admission.

Division 3 (new sections 55L to 55U) of the new Part IVA provides
for a mechanism for the admission of hearsay evidence in
proceedings on an unopposed hearsay evidence notice or with the
court’s permission.

The new section S5L provides that hearsay evidence is admissible in
proceedings if a hearsay evidence notice in respect of the evidence is
not opposed by any party to the proceedings. The new section 55M
provides that if such a hearsay evidence notice is opposed, the
evidence is admissible in the proceedings with the court’s
permission.

The new section 55N provides for the requirements regarding the
giving of a hearsay evidence notice. The new section 550 provides
for the requirements regarding the giving of an opposition notice.
The new section 55P empowers the court to vary such requirements.
The new section 55Q provides that a party may withdraw a hearsay
evidence notice or opposition notice given by the party,

The new section 55R empowers the court to grant permission for the
admission of hearsay evidence if a hearsay evidence notice is
opposed. In particular, that section provides that court’s permission
may be granted only if the condition of necessity and the condition
of threshold reliability are fulfilled. The new sections 558 and 55T
set out the factors and circumstances for deciding whether or not
these 2 conditions are fulfilled.

The new section 55U provides that the court may exclude hearsay
evidence admitted with the court’s permission on the application of
a party to a trial if the court is satisfied that it is in the interests of
justice to do so. That section also provides that if the evidence is
excluded, the court may continue with the trial or order a funrther trial.
Further, that section also provides that if the evidence was adduced
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20.

21.

22,

23.

by the prosecution and, after the exclusion, there is no case for the
accused to answer, the court must direct the acquittal of the accused.

Division 4 (new section 55V) of the new Part IVA provides that the
comimon law rules set out in the new Schedule 2 added by clause 8
are preserved. The rules are those relating to the admissibility of the
following evidence—

(a) admissions, confessions and statements against self-
interest made by an accused;

(b) acts and declarations made during the course and in
furtherance of a joint enterprise or conspiracy;

(c) expett opinion;

(d) public information;

(e) reputation as fto character;

(f) reputation or family tradition;

(g) res gestae (i.e. spontaneous statements made during the
event concerned); and

(h) admissions by agents.

Division 5 (new sections 55W and 55X) of the new Part IVA deals
with certain hearsay evidence and related evidence. The new section
55W deals with evidence relating to the credibility of the declarant
of a statement admitted as hearsay evidence under Division 2 or 3 of
that Part or under a comnon law rule preserved by the new section
55V. The new section 55X deals with a previous statement made by
a wilness.

Division 6 (new section 55Y) of the new Part IVA deals with the
admission of multiple hearsay.

Clause 6 repeals section 79 of the Ordinance. That section concerns
the admissibility of medical notes and reports by Government
medical officers in cases of murder or manslaughter. After the repeal,
medical notes and reports (whether in cases of murder or
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manslaughter or not) will be governed by the new Part IVA and other
statutory exceptions such as section 22 of the Ordinance.

24, Clause 9 makes an amendment to the Air Pollution Control (Dust and
Grit Emission) Regulations (Cap. 311 sub. leg. B) consequential on
the renumbering of the Schedule to the Ordinance as Schedule 1.
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Annex B

Cap. 8 Evidence Ordinance 28/03/2025

Government Chemist’s certificates

(1) A document in the form set out in Form 1 of the Schedule
purporting to be signed by the Government Chemist and
purporting to be a certificate as to any article or substance
submitted to him shall be admitted in evidence in criminal or
civil proceedings before any court on its production without
further proof, and—

(a) until the contrary is proved, the court before which such
document is produced shall presume that the signature to
the document is genuine and that the person signing it
was the Government Chemist at the time when he signed
it; and

(b) such document shall be prima facie evidence of all
matters contained therein.

(2) A document given for the purposes of subsection (1) may be
signed by the Government Chemist when any examination or
analysis has been made by a person acting under his
supervision and direction and the Government Chemist is
satisfied as to the examination or analysis.

(3) Where any document is produced and admitted as evidence
under subsection (1), the court may, if it thinks fit, on its own
motion or on the application of any party to the proceedings,
summon the person who signed the document and examine
him as to the subject matter thereof.

(Added 31 of 1969 s. 5. Amended 35 of 1972 5. 2)

Certificates as to photographic process

(1) A document in the form set out in Form 2 of the Schedule
purporting to be signed by a person duly appointed under
subsection (2) and purporting to be a certificate as to the
processing of exposed film received and processed by him
shall, together with the photographic prints or photographic
enlargements referred to therein, be admitted in evidence in
criminal proceedings before any court on its production
without further proof, and—



(a) until the contrary is proved, the court before which such
document is produced shall presume that the signature to
the document is genuine and that the person signing it
was duly appointed under subsection (2) at the time
when he signed it; and

(b) such document shall be prima facie evidence of all
matters contained therein.

(2) The Commissioner of Police may appoint in writing such
public officers as he thinks fit to carry out the processing of
exposed film and to sign certificates under subsection (1) in
relation thereto.

(3) Where any document is produced and admitted as evidence
under subsection (1), the court may, if it thinks fit, on its own
motion or on the application of the prosecution or the
defendant, summon the person who signed the document and
examine him as to the subject matter thereof.

(Added 31 of 1969 s. 5)

79. Admissibility of certain medical notes and reports

In any prosecution for murder or manslaughter any medical notes or
report by any Government medical officer which purport to relate to
the deceased shall be admissible in evidence upon proof of the
handwriting of such Government medical officer, and upon proof of
his death or absence from Hong Kong.

(20 of 1922 5. 9 incorporated by 5 of 1924 s. 21. Amended 37 of
1984 s. 11)

Schedule

(Format changes—E.R. 4 of 2018)

Form 1

[section 25(1)]
EVIDENCE ORDINANCE

(Chapter 8)
GOVERNMENT CHEMIST'S CERTIFICATE

I, (name) .....cccoevvveecveeeeieeenenns , Government Chemist hereby certify that—



(a)

ON (AALE) ..o a
sealed  packet(s) (or as the case may  be)
..................................................... marked (if any special mark)
.............................................................................. and containing
(description  Of  COMIENIS)  occeeeeeeeeieeieeeee e
was/were delivered to the Government Laboratory (or as the case
TIUAY D) oottt e e e araaaeea by
(name or description Of PErSON) ............cccevueeeeecveeeeeeiieeeeecnnenn

.........................................................................................................

(b)

the said sealed packet(s) (or as the case may be)
...................................................................................... was/were
found to contain/be (result of examination and/or analysis)

(€©) on (date) ....ccooeveeeerveeeeeiiieeeeeee e after examination
and/or analysis at the Government Laboratory (or as the case

MAY D) oo, the (item(s) submitted for
examination — and/or — analySis)  .....ccccceeiiieiieiiiee e,
was/were handed in a sealed packet(s) (or as the case may be)
............................... marked  (if any  special  mark)
.......................................................... to (name or description of

DO SOM) coeeeieieeeeeeeettteeeeeeestaaeeeeeeesssasseeeaeeesssssseaaeeeessssssaeeaaans

Date...eieiiiiiiiie e
Government Chemist.
(Replaced 42 of 1973 s. 3)
Form 2
[section 26(1)]
EVIDENCE ORDINANCE
(Chapter 8)
CERTIFICATE

OO OF e ,

being a public officer appointed in writing by the Commissioner of Police
under section 26 of the Evidence Ordinance hereby certify that—



(1) ON (AALC) .eveeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt

I received from (name or description of  person)
................................................................ a sealed packet (or as the case may
DE) e marked (if any special mark)
........................................ containing exposed photographic film[s] which
was/were processed by me and 1 prepared therefrom (number)
........................................... photographic  print[s] and/or (number)
............................................................................................... enlargement[s];

(2) ON (AALE) vt I handed the said
(MUMDET) ..o photographic print[s] and / or (number)
...................... enlargements, each of which was  marked
............................................................ and signed by me, to (name or
ACSCTIPLION Of PEFSOM) ..vvveevieeeeeeee ettt e e et eaae e e e eeaaeas ;

(3) the said (MUMDEr) .....ooooveeeeeiiee e
photographic print[s] and/or (number) .........cccceeeeevvveeeecrnennnn. enlargements

is/are as nearly as may be [an] exact reproduction[s] from the exposed
film[s] received by me as aforesaid and have in no way been retouched,
altered or otherwise interfered with in the process of preparation thereof.

(Schedule added 31 of 1969 s. 6)



Cap. 311B

Air Pollution Control (Dust and 08/12/2022

Grit Emission) Regulations

Size analysis and viscosity determination of sample

When a sample is submitted to the Government Chemist under
regulation 8(3), the Government Chemist shall—

(a) 1f the sample is dust or grit or both—

(1)
(i)

(iii)

analyse it for size by such method as he thinks fit;

issue to the Authority or authorized officer who has
submitted the sample, a certificate specifying the
results of the size analysis of the sample, which
certificate shall be in Form 1 in the Schedule to the
Evidence Ordinance (Cap. 8); and

send, free of charge, to the occupier of the premises
upon which the sample was taken, a copy of the
certificate issued under subparagraph (i1); and

(b) if the sample is liquid fuel—

(1)

(i)

(iii)

determine its viscosity in accordance with any of
the test procedures set out in the First Schedule;

issue to the Authority or authorized officer who has
submitted the sample, a certificate specifying the
result of the viscosity determination, which
certificate shall be in Form 1 in the Schedule to the
Evidence Ordinance (Cap. 8); and

send, free of charge, to the person using the liquid
fuel a copy of the certificate issued under
subparagraph (ii).

(17 of 1983 s. 50)
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