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Legislative Council Meeting on 6 May 2026
Motion on “Empowering all industries through ¢Artificial Intelligence Plus’
to promote the development of digital economy and smart society”

Progress Report

Purpose

At the Legislative Council meeting on 6 May 2026, the motion on
“Empowering all industries through ‘Artificial Intelligence Plus’ to promote
the development of digital economy and smart society” moved by Prof Hon
William WONG, as amended by Dr Hon Johnny NG, Hon NG Wun-kit and
Hon Elizabeth QUAT was passed (the full text of the passed motion is at
Annex). This paper reports the progress of work related to the motion.

Progress

2. In the 2025 Policy Address, the Chief Executive advocated that the
HKSAR Government would step up the promotion of artificial intelligence (Al)
as a core industry for Hong Kong’s development, guided by the strategy of
“strengthening infrastructure and promoting the application-oriented
approach”. The Government will promote the development of
“Al+”, facilitate an extensive and deep integration of Al across sectors, with a
view to achieving “industries for Al” and “Al for industries”. The 2026-27
Budget also proposed a series of key measures related to Al to accelerate the
industrialisation of Al and achieve the target of enabling all citizens to make
effective use of Al.

3. The National 15" Five-Year Plan Outline emphasizes the need to use
Al to empower economic and social development, promote the deep integration
of Al with technological innovation, industrial development, and social
governance, while strengthening the efficient supply of computing power,
algorithms, and data. Leveraging its unique advantage of “enjoying strong
support of the Motherland and being closely connected to the world”, Hong
Kong’s overarching approach of promoting “AI+” is closely aligned with the
national framework.



4, Since the establishment of the current-term administration, the
Government has made systematic plans and proactive implementation
strategies for the Al development of Hong Kong under a multi-pronged
approach to enhance the ecosystem through top-level design, scientific research
and innovation, application scenarios, computing power infrastructure, and
talent cultivation, etc.

Top-Level Design

5. The Government has established the “Committee on Al+ and
Industrial Development Strategy” chaired by the Financial Secretary, and
held its first meeting in June 2026. Committee members include industry
experts, academics, businesses, and industry park companies, with an initial
focus on life sciences and embodied intelligence. It is targeted to enhance Hong
Kong’s development in the AI industry and its applications through cross-
sector collaboration.

6. The Government has also established the Hong Kong Atrtificial
Intelligence Research and Development Institute, which will officially
commence operations in the second half of this year to facilitate the integration
of upstream research and development (R&D), midstream commercialisation,
and downstream applications in Al. The Institute will drive local innovation
and R&D, promote collaboration among industry, academia, and research
institutions, with a view to enhancing Hong Kong’s Al ecosystem in a more
systematic manner.

Research Commercialization and Innovation Platform

7. R&D as well as technological innovation underpins the development of
Al and robotics. Through the InnoHK Research Clusters, we have built an
ecosystem that supports breakthroughs in Al and robotics technologies, and
promotes their translation into real-world applications. InnoHK has
cumulatively funded a total of 16 Al and robotics-related R&D centres, driving
scientific research and pooling together around 1 200 world-class talents. It
includes R&D centres focusing on robotics technologies which applied to
industries such as healthcare, logistics, smart manufacturing and construction.

8. In respect of transformation of R&D outcomes, the Research,
Academic and Industry One-plus (RAISe+) Scheme unleashes the potential
of local universities in transformation and commercialisation of R&D
outcomes, and facilitates relevant collaboration among the Government,
industries, universities, and research sector. Three rounds of applications have
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thus far been completed and 73 projects supported, of which 22 are related to
Al and robotics, covering Al application in supply chain management,
healthcare and visual sensing, etc.) Meanwhile, the R&D centres under ITC
have been taking forward industry-driven applied R&D work that suits market
needs and transferring technologies to the industries through contract
researches, licensing arrangements, etc. to commercialise their R&D
outcomes.

9.  To drive the commercialisation of R&D achievements, the innovation
and technology community of Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks and
Cyberport are now home to nearly 1 000 Al and robotics enterprises and
startups. Among the more than 100 enterprises that have already signed
tenancy agreements and are progressively moving into the Hetao Hong Kong
Park, nearly 50% are engaged in businesses or research related to Al or robotics.
The Innovation, Technology, and Industry Bureau has to date facilitated over
200 relevant companies to develop, set up, or expand their operations in Hong
Kong.

Computing Infrastructure

10. Robust digital infrastructure and computing resources are essential
for driving the R&D and practical application of Al and robotics technologies.
Hong Kong’s overall computing power has now reached 5 000 peta-floating
point operations per second (PFLOPS), with Cyberport’s Artificial Intelligence
Supercomputing Centre (AISC) accounting 60 per cent of it. The Sandy Ridge
Data Facility Cluster, which has entered the construction phase, is expected to
provide 180 000 PFLOPS of computing power by 2032, equivalent to 36 times
Hong Kong’s current computing capacity, providing vital support for the key
elements required for the development of Al and robotics in Hong Kong such
as data and computing power.

11. In addition, in October 2024, the Government launched a $3 billion
“Artificial Intelligence Subsidy Scheme” (AISS), mainly to subsidise eligible
users including local institutions, R&D centres and enterprises to leverage the
computing power of AISC to achieve scientific breakthrough. To date, over 30
projects have been approved under AISS, led by local institutions, R&D centres,
technology enterprises or start-ups, government departments, etc. with research
areas such as local large language models, large models in new materials,
synthetic biology, medicine and embodied Al, with total computing power
subsidy amounts to nearly $1.4 billion, providing support for Al R&D and
applications.



Industrial Applications and Enterprise Support

12.  Various local R&D and support organisations are encouraging
companies to incorporate Al and robotics into their operations. For example,
the Hong Kong Industrial Artificial Intelligence and Robotics Centre under the
Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC) focuses on the development and
commercialisation of industrial Al and robotics technologies. Its projects cover
areas such as logistics, automated assembly and product quality inspection,
enhancing enterprises’ production capacity and data-driven management
capabilities. Meanwhile, the Hong Kong Applied Science and Technology
Research Institute (ASTRI) focuses its R&D efforts on Al and big data, as
well as intelligent perception and control. Its research outcomes span areas
such as smart city, advanced manufacturing and intelligent equipment, helping
enterprises strengthen their capabilities in key technologies such as visual
inspection, predictive maintenance and autonomous system control, thereby
further broadening the depth of Al and robotics applications within local
industries.

13. The Government has been supporting enterprises in conducting R&D
and technology transfer for Al-related applications through the Innovation
and Technology Fund (the Fund). As of end-June 2026, the Fund had
supported around 400 Al-related projects involving a total funding of over $1.1
billion, driving R&D and technology transfer in Al, including support for the
application of robots, automated equipment and smart systems across various
industries, thereby promoting the upgrading of production processes and the
adoption of human-machine collaboration. We also aim at commencing the
operation of the $10 billion Innovation and Technology Industry-Oriented
Fund within the year, with a view to actively channelling market capital to
invest in emerging and future industries of strategic importance, including Al.

14.  Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are a vital pillar of Hong
Kong’s economy. The Government plans to launch an enhanced version of the
“Digital Transformation Support Pilot Programme” (DTSPP), with a
budget of $300 million, after consultation with the Legislative Council this year.
The DTSPP will focus on supporting SMEs in utilising off-the-shelf Al and
cybersecurity solutions to help them upgrade, transform and enhance their
competitiveness in the Al era. Meanwhile, the Digital Policy Office, in
collaboration with the Hong Kong Internet Registration Corporation Limited,
launched the “Safe Al@Workplace Empowerment Programme” in mid-
2026 to proactively assist local SMEs and public and private sector
organisations in applying Al more safely in the workplace. The programme
also provides practical information such as case studies and assessment
checklists to enhance security awareness regarding Al applications across all
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sectors of society.
Talent Development and Al Literacy for All

15.  In popularising the understanding and use of Al, the Government has
allocated $50 million to implement the “Al for All” Inclusive Programme.
Proposals from the three public organisations, namely Cyberport, the Hong
Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation and the HKPC, have been
accepted. In collaboration with technology enterprises and tertiary institutions,
they will organise Al application courses, seminars, workshops, career fairs,
and competitions for students, young people, professionals and responsible
persons of SMEs, with a view to enhancing Al awareness, application skills
and literacy, while fostering a culture of responsible Al use. Over 200 sessions
of activities will be organised under the Programme.

16.  With regard to education, the Government is enhancing the Al literacy
of students in primary and secondary schools through initiatives of digital
education, enabling them to make effective use of Al and other digital
technologies in this complex and ever-changing era, acquire problem-solving
and innovation skills, and put technology to good use. The University Grants
Committee (UGC)-funded universities will introduce a total of 27
undergraduate programmes related to STEAM, including Al, creative
industries, data science, etc. As regards self-financing post-secondary
institutions, Al-related programmes will be given priority to be included in the
Study Subsidy Scheme for Designated Professions/Sectors starting from
2027/28 academic year. VVocational Training Council will also incorporate Al
applications into the compulsory generic information technology module of all
Higher Diploma programmes.

17.  The Employees Retraining Board will be upgraded as Upskill Hong
Kong, providing various types of skill-based training courses, including Al
application, thereby assisting the local workforce in continuously upskilling to
meet the challenges arising from changes to the economic structure and the
increasingly widespread application of technologies across sectors.

Governance and Regulatory Framework

18. Regarding Al governance, the Government has published the “Ethical
Artificial Intelligence Framework” and the “Hong Kong Generative Artificial
Intelligence Technical and Application Guideline”, providing Government
departments and the industry with principled guidance on transparency,
fairness, privacy protection, and risk management to promote the safe and
responsible use of Al.
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19. Inresponse to the evolution of Al technology and the increasing diversity
of application scenarios, the Government will examines key issues such as Al
risks, safe application and governance standards to enhance the foresight and
relevance of Al governance rules. The “Inter-Departmental Working Group to
Review Legislation to Support Wider Application of AI” established by the
Department of Justice will review whether the laws under different policy areas
can keep pace with technological developments including Al, and then explore
targeted and practicable solutions taking into account Hong Kong’s actual
circumstances. The Government will also, in line with the overall policy
direction of promoting the safe and responsible development of Al, explore
ways to further strengthen Hong Kong’s governance capabilities in addressing
Al and data risks, application security, governance standards and cybersecurity,
etc, through a regulatory and standardised governance framework.

Conclusion

20. Looking ahead, the Government will continue to enhance the
development of the Al ecosystem, deepen the “Al+” strategy, which advances
both “Industries for Al” and “Al for industries” in parallel, proactively align
with the national 14" Five-Year Plan and the related “Al+” initiatives, promote
the deep integration of technological and industrial innovation, and consolidate
Hong Kong’s position as an international hub for innovation and technology.

Innovation, Technology and Industry Bureau
Education Bureau

Labour and Welfare Bureau

July 2026



Annex

Council meeting of 6 May 2026
Prof Hon William WONG’s motion on
“Empowering all industries through ‘Artificial Intelligence Plus’ to
promote the development of digital economy and smart society”

Motion as amended by Dr Hon Johnny NG, Hon NG Wun-kit and
Hon Elizabeth QUAT

That the country’s artificial intelligence (‘Al’) technology is developing rapidly
and is at the forefront globally, bringing about paradigm shifts across multiple
areas of the economy and society; the Outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan
stipulates fully implementing the ‘Al+’ initiative, strengthening the integration
of Al with technological innovation, industrial development, -cultural
construction, people’s livelihood, and social governance, and seizing the
commanding heights of Al industrial applications; in this connection, this
Council urges the Government to formulate proactive ‘AlI+X’ policies to
promote the deep integration of Al with different fields and industries (‘X’),
with specific measures including subsidizing research on the restructuring of
production processes, assisting different fields in developing vertical large
models, increasing research and development funding for Al applications
related to scientific research, industries and people’s livelihood, strengthening
the training of interdisciplinary Al talents, enhancing Al literacy among the
general public, promoting the formulation of Al ethics guidelines by the
industries on issues such as transparency, fairness, privacy protection and
accountability mechanisms relating to Al technologies and applications, and
deepening the application of Al in security governance to enhance the security
and application of agentic Al, so as to empower all industries with Al, and
strengthen human-Al collaboration and cross-sectoral integration, thereby
comprehensively promoting the development of the digital economy and smart
society and enhancing Hong Kong’s new quality productive forces; this
Council also urges the Government to comprehensively strengthen the public’s
understanding of and practical application capabilities in Al through
community education, on-the-job training, popular science activities for the
public and the integration of Al elements into curricula at all levels of education;
this Council also urges the Government to improve the relevant legislation and
security framework for regulating Al, including imposing regulation on
enterprises’ Al applications according to risk tiers, regulating methods for
tracing the origins of Al-generated content, and promoting the alignment of Al
management standards with international norms, so as to ensure that Al
empowers society under safe and controllable conditions.
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