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Subsidiary LegislationSubsidiary LegislationSubsidiary LegislationSubsidiary Legislation L.N. No.L.N. No.L.N. No.L.N. No.

Trade MarksTrade MarksTrade MarksTrade Marks

RulesRulesRulesRules................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 5/925/925/925/92

Road Traffic (PubRoad Traffic (PubRoad Traffic (PubRoad Traffic (Public Service Vehicles)lic Service Vehicles)lic Service Vehicles)lic Service Vehicles)

(Amendment) Regulation 1992(Amendment) Regulation 1992(Amendment) Regulation 1992(Amendment) Regulation 1992................................................................................................................................................ 6/926/926/926/92

Specification of Public OfficeSpecification of Public OfficeSpecification of Public OfficeSpecification of Public Office....................................................................................................................................................................................

7/927/927/927/92
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Sessional Paper 1991-92Sessional Paper 1991-92Sessional Paper 1991-92Sessional Paper 1991-92



No. 37No. 37No. 37No. 37 -------- Hospital Authority Annual Report 1990-1991Hospital Authority Annual Report 1990-1991Hospital Authority Annual Report 1990-1991Hospital Authority Annual Report 1990-1991

No. 38No. 38No. 38No. 38 -------- Hong Kong Productivity CouncilHong Kong Productivity CouncilHong Kong Productivity CouncilHong Kong Productivity Council

Annual Report 1990-91Annual Report 1990-91Annual Report 1990-91Annual Report 1990-91

No. 39No. 39No. 39No. 39 -------- Regional Regional Regional Regional Council  Annual Report 1990-91Council  Annual Report 1990-91Council  Annual Report 1990-91Council  Annual Report 1990-91

No. 40No. 40No. 40No. 40 -------- RegionRegionRegionRegional Council, Hong Kongal Council, Hong Kongal Council, Hong Kongal Council, Hong Kong

Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991

with report and certificate of the Director of Auditwith report and certificate of the Director of Auditwith report and certificate of the Director of Auditwith report and certificate of the Director of Audit

No. 41No. 41No. 41No. 41 -------- Urban Urban Urban Urban Council  Annual Report 1991Council  Annual Report 1991Council  Annual Report 1991Council  Annual Report 1991

No. 42No. 42No. 42No. 42 -------- Urban Council, Hong KongUrban Council, Hong KongUrban Council, Hong KongUrban Council, Hong Kong

Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991Accounts for the year ended 31 March 1991

with report and certificate of the Director of Auditwith report and certificate of the Director of Auditwith report and certificate of the Director of Auditwith report and certificate of the Director of Audit
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of the 1991-92 Financial Yearof the 1991-92 Financial Yearof the 1991-92 Financial Yearof the 1991-92 Financial Year

Oral answers to questionsOral answers to questionsOral answers to questionsOral answers to questions

Anti-crime police patrolsAnti-crime police patrolsAnti-crime police patrolsAnti-crime police patrols

1.1.1.1. MRS RITA FAN asked: In the light of the general concern expressed by members ofMRS RITA FAN asked: In the light of the general concern expressed by members ofMRS RITA FAN asked: In the light of the general concern expressed by members ofMRS RITA FAN asked: In the light of the general concern expressed by members of

the public about the law and order situation, will the Government inform this Council:the public about the law and order situation, will the Government inform this Council:the public about the law and order situation, will the Government inform this Council:the public about the law and order situation, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether there are plans to increase the frequency of anti-crime policewhether there are plans to increase the frequency of anti-crime policewhether there are plans to increase the frequency of anti-crime policewhether there are plans to increase the frequency of anti-crime police

patrols, andpatrols, andpatrols, andpatrols, and



(b)(b)(b)(b) whether there is sufficient manpower for such duties and if not, what actionwhether there is sufficient manpower for such duties and if not, what actionwhether there is sufficient manpower for such duties and if not, what actionwhether there is sufficient manpower for such duties and if not, what action

will be taken to solve the shortage problem?will be taken to solve the shortage problem?will be taken to solve the shortage problem?will be taken to solve the shortage problem?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, the Police Force has recently increasedMr Deputy President, the Police Force has recently increasedMr Deputy President, the Police Force has recently increasedMr Deputy President, the Police Force has recently increased

its presence on the streets including anti-crime patrols.  its presence on the streets including anti-crime patrols.  its presence on the streets including anti-crime patrols.  its presence on the streets including anti-crime patrols.  This has been achievedThis has been achievedThis has been achievedThis has been achieved

by a number of measures, including the redeployment of training companies of theby a number of measures, including the redeployment of training companies of theby a number of measures, including the redeployment of training companies of theby a number of measures, including the redeployment of training companies of the

Police Tactical Unit, extending the deployment of new police recruits to constabularyPolice Tactical Unit, extending the deployment of new police recruits to constabularyPolice Tactical Unit, extending the deployment of new police recruits to constabularyPolice Tactical Unit, extending the deployment of new police recruits to constabulary

duties during the final part of their training, the assignment of officers previouslyduties during the final part of their training, the assignment of officers previouslyduties during the final part of their training, the assignment of officers previouslyduties during the final part of their training, the assignment of officers previously

engaged in indoor administrative duties to patrol duties, and increased deploymentengaged in indoor administrative duties to patrol duties, and increased deploymentengaged in indoor administrative duties to patrol duties, and increased deploymentengaged in indoor administrative duties to patrol duties, and increased deployment

of auxiliary policemen.  Stop-and-search operations and anti-crime raids atof auxiliary policemen.  Stop-and-search operations and anti-crime raids atof auxiliary policemen.  Stop-and-search operations and anti-crime raids atof auxiliary policemen.  Stop-and-search operations and anti-crime raids at

blackspots have also been stepped up.blackspots have also been stepped up.blackspots have also been stepped up.blackspots have also been stepped up.

The Force reviewThe Force reviewThe Force reviewThe Force reviews regularly its use of manpower to ensure that adequate officerss regularly its use of manpower to ensure that adequate officerss regularly its use of manpower to ensure that adequate officerss regularly its use of manpower to ensure that adequate officers

are deployed to maintain a sufficient presence on the street and on anti-crime duties.are deployed to maintain a sufficient presence on the street and on anti-crime duties.are deployed to maintain a sufficient presence on the street and on anti-crime duties.are deployed to maintain a sufficient presence on the street and on anti-crime duties.

The current shortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  Recruitment in recentThe current shortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  Recruitment in recentThe current shortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  Recruitment in recentThe current shortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  Recruitment in recent

months has picked up substantially, and is now well in excess of wastage.  Wemonths has picked up substantially, and is now well in excess of wastage.  Wemonths has picked up substantially, and is now well in excess of wastage.  Wemonths has picked up substantially, and is now well in excess of wastage.  We

therefore expect to see the shortfall reduce further during the coming year.therefore expect to see the shortfall reduce further during the coming year.therefore expect to see the shortfall reduce further during the coming year.therefore expect to see the shortfall reduce further during the coming year.

MRS RITA FAN: MRS RITA FAN: MRS RITA FAN: MRS RITA FAN: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary in his answer said that the currentMr Deputy President, the Secretary in his answer said that the currentMr Deputy President, the Secretary in his answer said that the currentMr Deputy President, the Secretary in his answer said that the current

shortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  In our recent visits to theshortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  In our recent visits to theshortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  In our recent visits to theshortfall in junior police officers is about 3%.  In our recent visits to the

districts, the OMELCO Security Panel was informed by Police District Commanders thatdistricts, the OMELCO Security Panel was informed by Police District Commanders thatdistricts, the OMELCO Security Panel was informed by Police District Commanders thatdistricts, the OMELCO Security Panel was informed by Police District Commanders that

in the New Territories the shortfall between strength and establishment is about 14%,in the New Territories the shortfall between strength and establishment is about 14%,in the New Territories the shortfall between strength and establishment is about 14%,in the New Territories the shortfall between strength and establishment is about 14%,

and in the and in the and in the and in the Yau Yau Yau Yau Tsim District where 30% of the crime reported occurs there, the shortageTsim District where 30% of the crime reported occurs there, the shortageTsim District where 30% of the crime reported occurs there, the shortageTsim District where 30% of the crime reported occurs there, the shortage

is 5%.  Can the Secretary explain how he could tally those two different sets ofis 5%.  Can the Secretary explain how he could tally those two different sets ofis 5%.  Can the Secretary explain how he could tally those two different sets ofis 5%.  Can the Secretary explain how he could tally those two different sets of

figures?figures?figures?figures?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I cannot entirely reconcile thoseMr Deputy President, I cannot entirely reconcile thoseMr Deputy President, I cannot entirely reconcile thoseMr Deputy President, I cannot entirely reconcile those

figures; I do not have figures for individual districts.  But what I would say isfigures; I do not have figures for individual districts.  But what I would say isfigures; I do not have figures for individual districts.  But what I would say isfigures; I do not have figures for individual districts.  But what I would say is

that the total shortfall in junior police officers throughout the Force is about 3%.that the total shortfall in junior police officers throughout the Force is about 3%.that the total shortfall in junior police officers throughout the Force is about 3%.that the total shortfall in junior police officers throughout the Force is about 3%.

The shortfall is more pronounced in the Uniform Branch of the Force because many unitsThe shortfall is more pronounced in the Uniform Branch of the Force because many unitsThe shortfall is more pronounced in the Uniform Branch of the Force because many unitsThe shortfall is more pronounced in the Uniform Branch of the Force because many units

such as the CID and the Police Tactical Unit are kept fully up to strength; so theresuch as the CID and the Police Tactical Unit are kept fully up to strength; so theresuch as the CID and the Police Tactical Unit are kept fully up to strength; so theresuch as the CID and the Police Tactical Unit are kept fully up to strength; so there

is a greater shortfall in uniformed officers in the districts.is a greater shortfall in uniformed officers in the districts.is a greater shortfall in uniformed officers in the districts.is a greater shortfall in uniformed officers in the districts.

PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in deploying indoor administrative staffPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in deploying indoor administrative staffPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in deploying indoor administrative staffPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in deploying indoor administrative staff

to patrol duties, has the Secretary for Security taken into consideration whetherto patrol duties, has the Secretary for Security taken into consideration whetherto patrol duties, has the Secretary for Security taken into consideration whetherto patrol duties, has the Secretary for Security taken into consideration whether

efforts are to be made to retrain these officers in the use of firearms?efforts are to be made to retrain these officers in the use of firearms?efforts are to be made to retrain these officers in the use of firearms?efforts are to be made to retrain these officers in the use of firearms?



SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, all police officers receive regularSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, all police officers receive regularSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, all police officers receive regularSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, all police officers receive regular

training and practice in the use of firearms.training and practice in the use of firearms.training and practice in the use of firearms.training and practice in the use of firearms.

MR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, police strength per 100 000 population has declinedMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, police strength per 100 000 population has declinedMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, police strength per 100 000 population has declinedMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, police strength per 100 000 population has declined

over the last four years and the present strength is at the level it was in 1984.over the last four years and the present strength is at the level it was in 1984.over the last four years and the present strength is at the level it was in 1984.over the last four years and the present strength is at the level it was in 1984.

Are the terms and conditions of employment adequate to attract people into the Force?Are the terms and conditions of employment adequate to attract people into the Force?Are the terms and conditions of employment adequate to attract people into the Force?Are the terms and conditions of employment adequate to attract people into the Force?

If not, are there plans to improve them?If not, are there plans to improve them?If not, are there plans to improve them?If not, are there plans to improve them?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, in general, I think that the terms andSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, in general, I think that the terms andSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, in general, I think that the terms andSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, in general, I think that the terms and

conditions are sufficient to attract people to join the Force and indeed, as I saidconditions are sufficient to attract people to join the Force and indeed, as I saidconditions are sufficient to attract people to join the Force and indeed, as I saidconditions are sufficient to attract people to join the Force and indeed, as I said

in my main answer, we have had much more success in recruiting people at the juniorin my main answer, we have had much more success in recruiting people at the juniorin my main answer, we have had much more success in recruiting people at the juniorin my main answer, we have had much more success in recruiting people at the junior

police officer level in recent months.  This of course is something that is regularlypolice officer level in recent months.  This of course is something that is regularlypolice officer level in recent months.  This of course is something that is regularlypolice officer level in recent months.  This of course is something that is regularly

reviewed.reviewed.reviewed.reviewed.

MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, will the recent savings to be achieved by theMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, will the recent savings to be achieved by theMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, will the recent savings to be achieved by theMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, will the recent savings to be achieved by the

police aggravate the problems raised in the main question, and if so, how can thispolice aggravate the problems raised in the main question, and if so, how can thispolice aggravate the problems raised in the main question, and if so, how can thispolice aggravate the problems raised in the main question, and if so, how can this

be avoided?be avoided?be avoided?be avoided?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, no, I do not believe they will aggravateSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, no, I do not believe they will aggravateSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, no, I do not believe they will aggravateSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, no, I do not believe they will aggravate

the situation.  The only real constraint on police strength at the moment -- and thisthe situation.  The only real constraint on police strength at the moment -- and thisthe situation.  The only real constraint on police strength at the moment -- and thisthe situation.  The only real constraint on police strength at the moment -- and this

has been the case for the last few years -- has been the constraint on the numberhas been the case for the last few years -- has been the constraint on the numberhas been the case for the last few years -- has been the constraint on the numberhas been the case for the last few years -- has been the constraint on the number

of people who can be taken through the police training school.  There is no intentionof people who can be taken through the police training school.  There is no intentionof people who can be taken through the police training school.  There is no intentionof people who can be taken through the police training school.  There is no intention

that we should in any way suppress police recruitment and training during the comingthat we should in any way suppress police recruitment and training during the comingthat we should in any way suppress police recruitment and training during the comingthat we should in any way suppress police recruitment and training during the coming

year.year.year.year.

MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary advise how many policemenMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary advise how many policemenMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary advise how many policemenMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary advise how many policemen

have been transferred from indoor administrative duties to patrol duties; how manyhave been transferred from indoor administrative duties to patrol duties; how manyhave been transferred from indoor administrative duties to patrol duties; how manyhave been transferred from indoor administrative duties to patrol duties; how many

people remain as administrative staff, and what steps are being taken to reduce thepeople remain as administrative staff, and what steps are being taken to reduce thepeople remain as administrative staff, and what steps are being taken to reduce thepeople remain as administrative staff, and what steps are being taken to reduce the

size of the Head Office or staff positions that remain?size of the Head Office or staff positions that remain?size of the Head Office or staff positions that remain?size of the Head Office or staff positions that remain?



SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, I cannot answer those questions.SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, I cannot answer those questions.SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, I cannot answer those questions.SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, I cannot answer those questions.

I will try to give a written reply.  (Annex I)I will try to give a written reply.  (Annex I)I will try to give a written reply.  (Annex I)I will try to give a written reply.  (Annex I)

MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, in view of the incident last week where a touristMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, in view of the incident last week where a touristMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, in view of the incident last week where a touristMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, in view of the incident last week where a tourist

was injured and hospitalized, will consideration be given to beefing up patrols inwas injured and hospitalized, will consideration be given to beefing up patrols inwas injured and hospitalized, will consideration be given to beefing up patrols inwas injured and hospitalized, will consideration be given to beefing up patrols in

tourist areas given that such incidents are not just of local concern but may alsotourist areas given that such incidents are not just of local concern but may alsotourist areas given that such incidents are not just of local concern but may alsotourist areas given that such incidents are not just of local concern but may also

affect Hong Kong's international image?affect Hong Kong's international image?affect Hong Kong's international image?affect Hong Kong's international image?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are all very conscious thatSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are all very conscious thatSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are all very conscious thatSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are all very conscious that

part of Hong Kong's attraction as a tourist destination is that it is a very safepart of Hong Kong's attraction as a tourist destination is that it is a very safepart of Hong Kong's attraction as a tourist destination is that it is a very safepart of Hong Kong's attraction as a tourist destination is that it is a very safe

city and we are certainly determined that it should remain so.  There are obviouslycity and we are certainly determined that it should remain so.  There are obviouslycity and we are certainly determined that it should remain so.  There are obviouslycity and we are certainly determined that it should remain so.  There are obviously

certain districts particularly vulnerable to crime especially, I suppose, at thiscertain districts particularly vulnerable to crime especially, I suppose, at thiscertain districts particularly vulnerable to crime especially, I suppose, at thiscertain districts particularly vulnerable to crime especially, I suppose, at this

time of the year when Chinese New Year is approaching. These are districts with greatertime of the year when Chinese New Year is approaching. These are districts with greatertime of the year when Chinese New Year is approaching. These are districts with greatertime of the year when Chinese New Year is approaching. These are districts with greater

concentrations of high-risk premises such as goldsmith shops and they include Yauconcentrations of high-risk premises such as goldsmith shops and they include Yauconcentrations of high-risk premises such as goldsmith shops and they include Yauconcentrations of high-risk premises such as goldsmith shops and they include Yau

Tsim, Mong Kok, Wan Chai and Central Districts.  The police are well aware of thisTsim, Mong Kok, Wan Chai and Central Districts.  The police are well aware of thisTsim, Mong Kok, Wan Chai and Central Districts.  The police are well aware of thisTsim, Mong Kok, Wan Chai and Central Districts.  The police are well aware of this

and are paying particular attention to those districts.and are paying particular attention to those districts.and are paying particular attention to those districts.and are paying particular attention to those districts.

MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in view of the manpower shortage within the Force,MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in view of the manpower shortage within the Force,MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in view of the manpower shortage within the Force,MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in view of the manpower shortage within the Force,

will the Government inform this Council whether there are districts, or parts ofwill the Government inform this Council whether there are districts, or parts ofwill the Government inform this Council whether there are districts, or parts ofwill the Government inform this Council whether there are districts, or parts of

districts, in the territory where deployment of police on patrol duty has been reduceddistricts, in the territory where deployment of police on patrol duty has been reduceddistricts, in the territory where deployment of police on patrol duty has been reduceddistricts, in the territory where deployment of police on patrol duty has been reduced

or withdrawn?or withdrawn?or withdrawn?or withdrawn?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not, but I do not have withSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not, but I do not have withSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not, but I do not have withSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not, but I do not have with

me detailed figures broken down by district.  I will perhaps give a written replyme detailed figures broken down by district.  I will perhaps give a written replyme detailed figures broken down by district.  I will perhaps give a written replyme detailed figures broken down by district.  I will perhaps give a written reply

to that also.  (Annex II)to that also.  (Annex II)to that also.  (Annex II)to that also.  (Annex II)

MR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this CouncilMR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this CouncilMR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this CouncilMR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this Council

whether the deployment measures mentioned in his reply would hamper normal policewhether the deployment measures mentioned in his reply would hamper normal policewhether the deployment measures mentioned in his reply would hamper normal policewhether the deployment measures mentioned in his reply would hamper normal police

work in any manner, and if so, how?work in any manner, and if so, how?work in any manner, and if so, how?work in any manner, and if so, how?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not.SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not.SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not.SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe not.



DR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the Secretary for Security onDR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the Secretary for Security onDR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the Secretary for Security onDR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the Secretary for Security on

the one hand said that there was a shortfall in the junior police officers but onthe one hand said that there was a shortfall in the junior police officers but onthe one hand said that there was a shortfall in the junior police officers but onthe one hand said that there was a shortfall in the junior police officers but on

the other hand maintained that sufficient officers had been deployed on to the streets.the other hand maintained that sufficient officers had been deployed on to the streets.the other hand maintained that sufficient officers had been deployed on to the streets.the other hand maintained that sufficient officers had been deployed on to the streets.

Would the Secretary account for and reconcile the discrepancy of these two statements?Would the Secretary account for and reconcile the discrepancy of these two statements?Would the Secretary account for and reconcile the discrepancy of these two statements?Would the Secretary account for and reconcile the discrepancy of these two statements?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think that 3% is by any standard aSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think that 3% is by any standard aSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think that 3% is by any standard aSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think that 3% is by any standard a

very small shortfall but, as I have tried to indicate in the main answer, the policevery small shortfall but, as I have tried to indicate in the main answer, the policevery small shortfall but, as I have tried to indicate in the main answer, the policevery small shortfall but, as I have tried to indicate in the main answer, the police

have in any case taken measures to redeploy other officers on to the streets to makehave in any case taken measures to redeploy other officers on to the streets to makehave in any case taken measures to redeploy other officers on to the streets to makehave in any case taken measures to redeploy other officers on to the streets to make

up for this very small shortfall.up for this very small shortfall.up for this very small shortfall.up for this very small shortfall.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have a number of supplementaries outstanding; so I will not beDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have a number of supplementaries outstanding; so I will not beDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have a number of supplementaries outstanding; so I will not beDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have a number of supplementaries outstanding; so I will not be

taking any more supplementaries but I will go through the list of all those who havetaking any more supplementaries but I will go through the list of all those who havetaking any more supplementaries but I will go through the list of all those who havetaking any more supplementaries but I will go through the list of all those who have

already indicated their interest.already indicated their interest.already indicated their interest.already indicated their interest.

MR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, the shortage the Secretary referred to in his replyMR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, the shortage the Secretary referred to in his replyMR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, the shortage the Secretary referred to in his replyMR EDWARD HO: Mr Deputy President, the shortage the Secretary referred to in his reply

is expressed in terms of strength versus establishment; but I do not think he hasis expressed in terms of strength versus establishment; but I do not think he hasis expressed in terms of strength versus establishment; but I do not think he hasis expressed in terms of strength versus establishment; but I do not think he has

replied to the latter part of Mrs FAN's question which asks whether, according toreplied to the latter part of Mrs FAN's question which asks whether, according toreplied to the latter part of Mrs FAN's question which asks whether, according toreplied to the latter part of Mrs FAN's question which asks whether, according to

the police, there will be sufficient manpower in the Force to carry out its dutiesthe police, there will be sufficient manpower in the Force to carry out its dutiesthe police, there will be sufficient manpower in the Force to carry out its dutiesthe police, there will be sufficient manpower in the Force to carry out its duties

even if full establishment is attained.  Would the Secretary please reply to that?even if full establishment is attained.  Would the Secretary please reply to that?even if full establishment is attained.  Would the Secretary please reply to that?even if full establishment is attained.  Would the Secretary please reply to that?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I believe that the establishmentSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I believe that the establishmentSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I believe that the establishmentSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President. I believe that the establishment

of the Police Force is adequate for its duties.of the Police Force is adequate for its duties.of the Police Force is adequate for its duties.of the Police Force is adequate for its duties.

MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary has mentioned in hisMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary has mentioned in hisMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary has mentioned in hisMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary has mentioned in his

reply that the police have already increased their presence on the streetsreply that the police have already increased their presence on the streetsreply that the police have already increased their presence on the streetsreply that the police have already increased their presence on the streets; could; could; could; could

I ask for specific figures on this?  As to the various measures mentioned in the reply,I ask for specific figures on this?  As to the various measures mentioned in the reply,I ask for specific figures on this?  As to the various measures mentioned in the reply,I ask for specific figures on this?  As to the various measures mentioned in the reply,

some of them seem to be on a temporary basis; may I ask how long these temporarysome of them seem to be on a temporary basis; may I ask how long these temporarysome of them seem to be on a temporary basis; may I ask how long these temporarysome of them seem to be on a temporary basis; may I ask how long these temporary

measures will last?measures will last?measures will last?measures will last?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, it is not possible to give daily figuresSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, it is not possible to give daily figuresSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, it is not possible to give daily figuresSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, it is not possible to give daily figures

of deployment on the streets; that varies from time to time and from place to place.of deployment on the streets; that varies from time to time and from place to place.of deployment on the streets; that varies from time to time and from place to place.of deployment on the streets; that varies from time to time and from place to place.

What I can say is that the police coverage on the streets has increased by about 15What I can say is that the police coverage on the streets has increased by about 15What I can say is that the police coverage on the streets has increased by about 15What I can say is that the police coverage on the streets has increased by about 15



000 man-hours over the two-week period; that is the best figure that can be produced.000 man-hours over the two-week period; that is the best figure that can be produced.000 man-hours over the two-week period; that is the best figure that can be produced.000 man-hours over the two-week period; that is the best figure that can be produced.

As regards the second part of the question, clearly some of the increased presenceAs regards the second part of the question, clearly some of the increased presenceAs regards the second part of the question, clearly some of the increased presenceAs regards the second part of the question, clearly some of the increased presence

which is traditionally made at this time of the year before the Chinese New Year cannotwhich is traditionally made at this time of the year before the Chinese New Year cannotwhich is traditionally made at this time of the year before the Chinese New Year cannotwhich is traditionally made at this time of the year before the Chinese New Year cannot

be maintained on a permanent basis; but many of the measures that have been takenbe maintained on a permanent basis; but many of the measures that have been takenbe maintained on a permanent basis; but many of the measures that have been takenbe maintained on a permanent basis; but many of the measures that have been taken

by the police will be maintained for the foreseeable future.by the police will be maintained for the foreseeable future.by the police will be maintained for the foreseeable future.by the police will be maintained for the foreseeable future.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary working together with theMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary working together with theMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary working together with theMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary working together with the

insurance industry institute an examination or a licensing system for securityinsurance industry institute an examination or a licensing system for securityinsurance industry institute an examination or a licensing system for securityinsurance industry institute an examination or a licensing system for security

protection of high-risk premises such as jewellers, goldsmiths and watch companiesprotection of high-risk premises such as jewellers, goldsmiths and watch companiesprotection of high-risk premises such as jewellers, goldsmiths and watch companiesprotection of high-risk premises such as jewellers, goldsmiths and watch companies

which system will be based on the issue of security certificates by the police withoutwhich system will be based on the issue of security certificates by the police withoutwhich system will be based on the issue of security certificates by the police withoutwhich system will be based on the issue of security certificates by the police without

which the premises cannot be properly insured?which the premises cannot be properly insured?which the premises cannot be properly insured?which the premises cannot be properly insured?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, this matter has been considered in thethis matter has been considered in thethis matter has been considered in thethis matter has been considered in the

past by the Fight Crime Committee but it was decided that such a system should notpast by the Fight Crime Committee but it was decided that such a system should notpast by the Fight Crime Committee but it was decided that such a system should notpast by the Fight Crime Committee but it was decided that such a system should not

be pursued.  It is something that we can look at again, but I think that thebe pursued.  It is something that we can look at again, but I think that thebe pursued.  It is something that we can look at again, but I think that thebe pursued.  It is something that we can look at again, but I think that the

disadvantages probably outweigh the advantages.disadvantages probably outweigh the advantages.disadvantages probably outweigh the advantages.disadvantages probably outweigh the advantages.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, increased deployment ofREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, increased deployment ofREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, increased deployment ofREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, increased deployment of

auxiliary policemen was mentioned in the Secretary's reply; could I ask whether theauxiliary policemen was mentioned in the Secretary's reply; could I ask whether theauxiliary policemen was mentioned in the Secretary's reply; could I ask whether theauxiliary policemen was mentioned in the Secretary's reply; could I ask whether the

number of hours auxiliary police are deployed on the streets during the past yearnumber of hours auxiliary police are deployed on the streets during the past yearnumber of hours auxiliary police are deployed on the streets during the past yearnumber of hours auxiliary police are deployed on the streets during the past year

was subject to any limitation due to financial or funding constraint?  What is thewas subject to any limitation due to financial or funding constraint?  What is thewas subject to any limitation due to financial or funding constraint?  What is thewas subject to any limitation due to financial or funding constraint?  What is the

present arrangement; in other words, is there any limitation in force at present?present arrangement; in other words, is there any limitation in force at present?present arrangement; in other words, is there any limitation in force at present?present arrangement; in other words, is there any limitation in force at present?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, clearly there are limits on allSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, clearly there are limits on allSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, clearly there are limits on allSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, clearly there are limits on all

government expenditure including the expenditure on the auxiliary police.  But I dogovernment expenditure including the expenditure on the auxiliary police.  But I dogovernment expenditure including the expenditure on the auxiliary police.  But I dogovernment expenditure including the expenditure on the auxiliary police.  But I do

not believe that in practice that has been a constraint on the deployment of auxiliarynot believe that in practice that has been a constraint on the deployment of auxiliarynot believe that in practice that has been a constraint on the deployment of auxiliarynot believe that in practice that has been a constraint on the deployment of auxiliary

policemen on the street.  Given the strength of the Auxiliary Police Force, whichpolicemen on the street.  Given the strength of the Auxiliary Police Force, whichpolicemen on the street.  Given the strength of the Auxiliary Police Force, whichpolicemen on the street.  Given the strength of the Auxiliary Police Force, which

I think is about 5 000 men, deployment at its present rate of 850 men each day isI think is about 5 000 men, deployment at its present rate of 850 men each day isI think is about 5 000 men, deployment at its present rate of 850 men each day isI think is about 5 000 men, deployment at its present rate of 850 men each day is

a very high level of deployment; and I doubt if that could be significantly increased,a very high level of deployment; and I doubt if that could be significantly increased,a very high level of deployment; and I doubt if that could be significantly increased,a very high level of deployment; and I doubt if that could be significantly increased,

given that all auxiliary policemen have full-time jobs.given that all auxiliary policemen have full-time jobs.given that all auxiliary policemen have full-time jobs.given that all auxiliary policemen have full-time jobs.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, to what extent will overtime be made use of toMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, to what extent will overtime be made use of toMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, to what extent will overtime be made use of toMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, to what extent will overtime be made use of to

ensure that we have adequate strength in our patrols?ensure that we have adequate strength in our patrols?ensure that we have adequate strength in our patrols?ensure that we have adequate strength in our patrols?



SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, overtime payment, that is, the paymentSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, overtime payment, that is, the paymentSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, overtime payment, that is, the paymentSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, overtime payment, that is, the payment

of Disciplined Services Overtime Allowance for extra hours worked by junior policeof Disciplined Services Overtime Allowance for extra hours worked by junior policeof Disciplined Services Overtime Allowance for extra hours worked by junior policeof Disciplined Services Overtime Allowance for extra hours worked by junior police

officers, will be made use of particularly in the few weeks leading up to the Chineseofficers, will be made use of particularly in the few weeks leading up to the Chineseofficers, will be made use of particularly in the few weeks leading up to the Chineseofficers, will be made use of particularly in the few weeks leading up to the Chinese

New Year.New Year.New Year.New Year.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the SecretaryMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the SecretaryMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the SecretaryMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in his reply, the Secretary

has mentioned that the police have increased their presence on the streets and thishas mentioned that the police have increased their presence on the streets and thishas mentioned that the police have increased their presence on the streets and thishas mentioned that the police have increased their presence on the streets and this

includes the increased deployment of auxiliary policemen.  includes the increased deployment of auxiliary policemen.  includes the increased deployment of auxiliary policemen.  includes the increased deployment of auxiliary policemen.  May I ask whether thereMay I ask whether thereMay I ask whether thereMay I ask whether there

are at present any difficulties in recruiting auxiliary policemen; if so, whetherare at present any difficulties in recruiting auxiliary policemen; if so, whetherare at present any difficulties in recruiting auxiliary policemen; if so, whetherare at present any difficulties in recruiting auxiliary policemen; if so, whether

consideration has been given to pitching the pay of an auxiliary policeman at theconsideration has been given to pitching the pay of an auxiliary policeman at theconsideration has been given to pitching the pay of an auxiliary policeman at theconsideration has been given to pitching the pay of an auxiliary policeman at the

level of that of his counterpart in the regular force so that more people will belevel of that of his counterpart in the regular force so that more people will belevel of that of his counterpart in the regular force so that more people will belevel of that of his counterpart in the regular force so that more people will be

attracted to join the auxiliary force to make up for the shortfall?attracted to join the auxiliary force to make up for the shortfall?attracted to join the auxiliary force to make up for the shortfall?attracted to join the auxiliary force to make up for the shortfall?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there have not been significantSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there have not been significantSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there have not been significantSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there have not been significant

difficulties in the recruitment of auxiliary policemen in recent years.  Thedifficulties in the recruitment of auxiliary policemen in recent years.  Thedifficulties in the recruitment of auxiliary policemen in recent years.  Thedifficulties in the recruitment of auxiliary policemen in recent years.  The

Auxiliary Police Force has remained at a more or less constant size; recruitment isAuxiliary Police Force has remained at a more or less constant size; recruitment isAuxiliary Police Force has remained at a more or less constant size; recruitment isAuxiliary Police Force has remained at a more or less constant size; recruitment is

certainly at least keeping up with wastage. The pay package for auxiliary policemencertainly at least keeping up with wastage. The pay package for auxiliary policemencertainly at least keeping up with wastage. The pay package for auxiliary policemencertainly at least keeping up with wastage. The pay package for auxiliary policemen

is determined by reference to the pay package for the regular force, that is, anis determined by reference to the pay package for the regular force, that is, anis determined by reference to the pay package for the regular force, that is, anis determined by reference to the pay package for the regular force, that is, an

auxiliary policeman on duty is paid at the same hourly rate as his counterpart inauxiliary policeman on duty is paid at the same hourly rate as his counterpart inauxiliary policeman on duty is paid at the same hourly rate as his counterpart inauxiliary policeman on duty is paid at the same hourly rate as his counterpart in

the regular force.the regular force.the regular force.the regular force.

DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many of our colleagues are worriedDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many of our colleagues are worriedDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many of our colleagues are worriedDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, many of our colleagues are worried

about the state of law and order on the streets.  Recently the filming and performingabout the state of law and order on the streets.  Recently the filming and performingabout the state of law and order on the streets.  Recently the filming and performingabout the state of law and order on the streets.  Recently the filming and performing

arts industry has often drawn attention to triad elements infiltrating filming venuesarts industry has often drawn attention to triad elements infiltrating filming venuesarts industry has often drawn attention to triad elements infiltrating filming venuesarts industry has often drawn attention to triad elements infiltrating filming venues

to extort protection money from the filming crew for shooting films on "their turf".to extort protection money from the filming crew for shooting films on "their turf".to extort protection money from the filming crew for shooting films on "their turf".to extort protection money from the filming crew for shooting films on "their turf".

If the "heroes" on the screen and martial art experts pick up the props around andIf the "heroes" on the screen and martial art experts pick up the props around andIf the "heroes" on the screen and martial art experts pick up the props around andIf the "heroes" on the screen and martial art experts pick up the props around and

engage in a fight with the triads, the safety of the passers-by will be at risk.  Willengage in a fight with the triads, the safety of the passers-by will be at risk.  Willengage in a fight with the triads, the safety of the passers-by will be at risk.  Willengage in a fight with the triads, the safety of the passers-by will be at risk.  Will

the Administration take note of this and will special attention be given tothe Administration take note of this and will special attention be given tothe Administration take note of this and will special attention be given tothe Administration take note of this and will special attention be given to

maintaining law and order on the streets where location shooting is taking?maintaining law and order on the streets where location shooting is taking?maintaining law and order on the streets where location shooting is taking?maintaining law and order on the streets where location shooting is taking?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think perhaps what I would like toSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think perhaps what I would like toSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think perhaps what I would like toSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I think perhaps what I would like to

say on this subject is that it is encouraging that the film industry has come outsay on this subject is that it is encouraging that the film industry has come outsay on this subject is that it is encouraging that the film industry has come outsay on this subject is that it is encouraging that the film industry has come out

and complained; and I hope that they will follow this up with a willingness to giveand complained; and I hope that they will follow this up with a willingness to giveand complained; and I hope that they will follow this up with a willingness to giveand complained; and I hope that they will follow this up with a willingness to give



information to the police and to assist the police with evidence and identificationinformation to the police and to assist the police with evidence and identificationinformation to the police and to assist the police with evidence and identificationinformation to the police and to assist the police with evidence and identification

of culprits.  I think that perhaps too often in the past there has been a failureof culprits.  I think that perhaps too often in the past there has been a failureof culprits.  I think that perhaps too often in the past there has been a failureof culprits.  I think that perhaps too often in the past there has been a failure

to report and to be willing to assist the police.  So I hope that this example willto report and to be willing to assist the police.  So I hope that this example willto report and to be willing to assist the police.  So I hope that this example willto report and to be willing to assist the police.  So I hope that this example will

be followed by the rest of the community because the public's assistance to the policebe followed by the rest of the community because the public's assistance to the policebe followed by the rest of the community because the public's assistance to the policebe followed by the rest of the community because the public's assistance to the police

will be essential if this problem of intimidation and triad crime is to be effectivelywill be essential if this problem of intimidation and triad crime is to be effectivelywill be essential if this problem of intimidation and triad crime is to be effectivelywill be essential if this problem of intimidation and triad crime is to be effectively

tackled.tackled.tackled.tackled.

MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that border patrol duties willMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that border patrol duties willMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that border patrol duties willMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that border patrol duties will

be handed over by the British garrison to the Hong Kong police force, will the presentbe handed over by the British garrison to the Hong Kong police force, will the presentbe handed over by the British garrison to the Hong Kong police force, will the presentbe handed over by the British garrison to the Hong Kong police force, will the present

problem of police manpower shortage further aggravate as a result?problem of police manpower shortage further aggravate as a result?problem of police manpower shortage further aggravate as a result?problem of police manpower shortage further aggravate as a result?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, the additional staff for the FrontierSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, the additional staff for the FrontierSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, the additional staff for the FrontierSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: No, Mr Deputy President, the additional staff for the Frontier

Patrol Force have been recruited; most of them have completed their training thoughPatrol Force have been recruited; most of them have completed their training thoughPatrol Force have been recruited; most of them have completed their training thoughPatrol Force have been recruited; most of them have completed their training though

some are still going through their training. So there will be no additional policesome are still going through their training. So there will be no additional policesome are still going through their training. So there will be no additional policesome are still going through their training. So there will be no additional police

required to take over that duty; the Frontier Patrol Force has been included in therequired to take over that duty; the Frontier Patrol Force has been included in therequired to take over that duty; the Frontier Patrol Force has been included in therequired to take over that duty; the Frontier Patrol Force has been included in the

police establishment.police establishment.police establishment.police establishment.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given the present shortage ofDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given the present shortage ofDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given the present shortage ofDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given the present shortage of

manpower in the police force and the existing deployment of large numbers of policemenmanpower in the police force and the existing deployment of large numbers of policemenmanpower in the police force and the existing deployment of large numbers of policemenmanpower in the police force and the existing deployment of large numbers of policemen

to the Vietnamese detention centres, will consideration be given to arranging otherto the Vietnamese detention centres, will consideration be given to arranging otherto the Vietnamese detention centres, will consideration be given to arranging otherto the Vietnamese detention centres, will consideration be given to arranging other

officers, correctional services staff for instance, to take over this duty so thatofficers, correctional services staff for instance, to take over this duty so thatofficers, correctional services staff for instance, to take over this duty so thatofficers, correctional services staff for instance, to take over this duty so that

the police can be released for redeployment on the streets; if so, when will thethe police can be released for redeployment on the streets; if so, when will thethe police can be released for redeployment on the streets; if so, when will thethe police can be released for redeployment on the streets; if so, when will the

arrangement be made?arrangement be made?arrangement be made?arrangement be made?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President, it is certainly our intention thatSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President, it is certainly our intention thatSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President, it is certainly our intention thatSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Yes, Mr Deputy President, it is certainly our intention that

we should relieve the police from their duties in Vietnamese camps as soon as possible.we should relieve the police from their duties in Vietnamese camps as soon as possible.we should relieve the police from their duties in Vietnamese camps as soon as possible.we should relieve the police from their duties in Vietnamese camps as soon as possible.

We did manage to relieve them a few months ago of their responsibility for the HighWe did manage to relieve them a few months ago of their responsibility for the HighWe did manage to relieve them a few months ago of their responsibility for the HighWe did manage to relieve them a few months ago of their responsibility for the High

Island Camp and this, I think, allowed the police to redeploy somewhat over 200 menIsland Camp and this, I think, allowed the police to redeploy somewhat over 200 menIsland Camp and this, I think, allowed the police to redeploy somewhat over 200 menIsland Camp and this, I think, allowed the police to redeploy somewhat over 200 men

back on to normal police duties.  The police are still heavily involved in the runningback on to normal police duties.  The police are still heavily involved in the runningback on to normal police duties.  The police are still heavily involved in the runningback on to normal police duties.  The police are still heavily involved in the running

of Sek Kong Camp and, in a rather more minor way, involved in the running of Lo Wuof Sek Kong Camp and, in a rather more minor way, involved in the running of Lo Wuof Sek Kong Camp and, in a rather more minor way, involved in the running of Lo Wuof Sek Kong Camp and, in a rather more minor way, involved in the running of Lo Wu

Camp.  It is certainly my hope that some time during the course of this year, providedCamp.  It is certainly my hope that some time during the course of this year, providedCamp.  It is certainly my hope that some time during the course of this year, providedCamp.  It is certainly my hope that some time during the course of this year, provided

that the present trends in the number of Vietnamese are maintained, we can releasethat the present trends in the number of Vietnamese are maintained, we can releasethat the present trends in the number of Vietnamese are maintained, we can releasethat the present trends in the number of Vietnamese are maintained, we can release

the police from their involvement in those camps.  I certainly cannot put a definitethe police from their involvement in those camps.  I certainly cannot put a definitethe police from their involvement in those camps.  I certainly cannot put a definitethe police from their involvement in those camps.  I certainly cannot put a definite

date on it, though in the case of Sek Kong, which is a large camp, I doubt if it coulddate on it, though in the case of Sek Kong, which is a large camp, I doubt if it coulddate on it, though in the case of Sek Kong, which is a large camp, I doubt if it coulddate on it, though in the case of Sek Kong, which is a large camp, I doubt if it could



be much before the end of this year.be much before the end of this year.be much before the end of this year.be much before the end of this year.

Inspection of public housing blocksInspection of public housing blocksInspection of public housing blocksInspection of public housing blocks

2.2.2.2. MR FREDERICK FUNG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this CouncilMR FREDERICK FUNG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this CouncilMR FREDERICK FUNG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this CouncilMR FREDERICK FUNG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council

whether the Housing Authority has conducted a systematic survey on the condition ofwhether the Housing Authority has conducted a systematic survey on the condition ofwhether the Housing Authority has conducted a systematic survey on the condition ofwhether the Housing Authority has conducted a systematic survey on the condition of

the public housing blocks (both for rent and for sale) completed in the last six years,the public housing blocks (both for rent and for sale) completed in the last six years,the public housing blocks (both for rent and for sale) completed in the last six years,the public housing blocks (both for rent and for sale) completed in the last six years,

and if so:and if so:and if so:and if so:

        

(a)(a)(a)(a) how many housing units have been surveyed so far and what percentage theyhow many housing units have been surveyed so far and what percentage theyhow many housing units have been surveyed so far and what percentage theyhow many housing units have been surveyed so far and what percentage they

represent among units completed during the same period; when the survey of therepresent among units completed during the same period; when the survey of therepresent among units completed during the same period; when the survey of therepresent among units completed during the same period; when the survey of the

remaining units will be completed; andremaining units will be completed; andremaining units will be completed; andremaining units will be completed; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) how many of the housing units surveyed have been found to have defects andhow many of the housing units surveyed have been found to have defects andhow many of the housing units surveyed have been found to have defects andhow many of the housing units surveyed have been found to have defects and

are in need of repair; what the total estimated cost of repair is, and the time-are in need of repair; what the total estimated cost of repair is, and the time-are in need of repair; what the total estimated cost of repair is, and the time-are in need of repair; what the total estimated cost of repair is, and the time-

frame for commencement and completion of the repair works is?frame for commencement and completion of the repair works is?frame for commencement and completion of the repair works is?frame for commencement and completion of the repair works is?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the HousingSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the HousingSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the HousingSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the Housing

Authority reviews the condition of each of its buildings every year in preparing aAuthority reviews the condition of each of its buildings every year in preparing aAuthority reviews the condition of each of its buildings every year in preparing aAuthority reviews the condition of each of its buildings every year in preparing a

maintenance and repair programme, and the budget necessary to implement it.  Themaintenance and repair programme, and the budget necessary to implement it.  Themaintenance and repair programme, and the budget necessary to implement it.  Themaintenance and repair programme, and the budget necessary to implement it.  The

overall condition of the buildings and their essential services are also regularlyoverall condition of the buildings and their essential services are also regularlyoverall condition of the buildings and their essential services are also regularlyoverall condition of the buildings and their essential services are also regularly

inspected and maintained.  These include lifts, water pumps and water supplies, fireinspected and maintained.  These include lifts, water pumps and water supplies, fireinspected and maintained.  These include lifts, water pumps and water supplies, fireinspected and maintained.  These include lifts, water pumps and water supplies, fire

service installations, underground drainage, and playground equipment.  In addition,service installations, underground drainage, and playground equipment.  In addition,service installations, underground drainage, and playground equipment.  In addition,service installations, underground drainage, and playground equipment.  In addition,

estate management offices respond to requests for repairs from tenants and ownersestate management offices respond to requests for repairs from tenants and ownersestate management offices respond to requests for repairs from tenants and ownersestate management offices respond to requests for repairs from tenants and owners

on a day-to-day basis.on a day-to-day basis.on a day-to-day basis.on a day-to-day basis.

However, these checks and inspections are not flat-to-flat surveys.  In the pastHowever, these checks and inspections are not flat-to-flat surveys.  In the pastHowever, these checks and inspections are not flat-to-flat surveys.  In the pastHowever, these checks and inspections are not flat-to-flat surveys.  In the past

six years, the Housing Authority has built some 228 000 new flats, and the total stocksix years, the Housing Authority has built some 228 000 new flats, and the total stocksix years, the Housing Authority has built some 228 000 new flats, and the total stocksix years, the Housing Authority has built some 228 000 new flats, and the total stock

is now 750 000.  Given the large size of the stock, the problem of access and staffis now 750 000.  Given the large size of the stock, the problem of access and staffis now 750 000.  Given the large size of the stock, the problem of access and staffis now 750 000.  Given the large size of the stock, the problem of access and staff

resources constraints, it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior ofresources constraints, it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior ofresources constraints, it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior ofresources constraints, it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior of

each and every flat in the discharge of its maintenance responsibilities.  And theeach and every flat in the discharge of its maintenance responsibilities.  And theeach and every flat in the discharge of its maintenance responsibilities.  And theeach and every flat in the discharge of its maintenance responsibilities.  And the

Authority does not believe it is necessary because it is possible to gauge the generalAuthority does not believe it is necessary because it is possible to gauge the generalAuthority does not believe it is necessary because it is possible to gauge the generalAuthority does not believe it is necessary because it is possible to gauge the general

condition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection, reports by tenantscondition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection, reports by tenantscondition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection, reports by tenantscondition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection, reports by tenants

as well as random inspections.  So defects within individual flats are well lookedas well as random inspections.  So defects within individual flats are well lookedas well as random inspections.  So defects within individual flats are well lookedas well as random inspections.  So defects within individual flats are well looked

after.after.after.after.



The short answers to the two specific questions (a) and (b) are therefore thatThe short answers to the two specific questions (a) and (b) are therefore thatThe short answers to the two specific questions (a) and (b) are therefore thatThe short answers to the two specific questions (a) and (b) are therefore that

the surveys and inspections are not geared towards covering individual housing units.the surveys and inspections are not geared towards covering individual housing units.the surveys and inspections are not geared towards covering individual housing units.the surveys and inspections are not geared towards covering individual housing units.

So there are no figures on flat surveys and no completion dates for those surveys.So there are no figures on flat surveys and no completion dates for those surveys.So there are no figures on flat surveys and no completion dates for those surveys.So there are no figures on flat surveys and no completion dates for those surveys.

MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, my question was raised priorMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, my question was raised priorMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, my question was raised priorMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, my question was raised prior

to the press release from the Housing Department.  According to that release, theto the press release from the Housing Department.  According to that release, theto the press release from the Housing Department.  According to that release, theto the press release from the Housing Department.  According to that release, the

Department was going to conduct a systematic survey on public housing blocks completedDepartment was going to conduct a systematic survey on public housing blocks completedDepartment was going to conduct a systematic survey on public housing blocks completedDepartment was going to conduct a systematic survey on public housing blocks completed

over the last six years, and I repeat "completed over the last six years"; and itover the last six years, and I repeat "completed over the last six years"; and itover the last six years, and I repeat "completed over the last six years"; and itover the last six years, and I repeat "completed over the last six years"; and it

would prepare a report as reference for its own maintenance programme.  Now I havewould prepare a report as reference for its own maintenance programme.  Now I havewould prepare a report as reference for its own maintenance programme.  Now I havewould prepare a report as reference for its own maintenance programme.  Now I have

the following questions in relation to the reply given by the Secretary.  First, whythe following questions in relation to the reply given by the Secretary.  First, whythe following questions in relation to the reply given by the Secretary.  First, whythe following questions in relation to the reply given by the Secretary.  First, why

was the question on maintenance and repairs of buildings completed within the periodwas the question on maintenance and repairs of buildings completed within the periodwas the question on maintenance and repairs of buildings completed within the periodwas the question on maintenance and repairs of buildings completed within the period

to which I referred expanded to include "all public housing blocks"?  I did not askto which I referred expanded to include "all public housing blocks"?  I did not askto which I referred expanded to include "all public housing blocks"?  I did not askto which I referred expanded to include "all public housing blocks"?  I did not ask

about all the public housing blocks.  Second, may I know why the Secretary has notabout all the public housing blocks.  Second, may I know why the Secretary has notabout all the public housing blocks.  Second, may I know why the Secretary has notabout all the public housing blocks.  Second, may I know why the Secretary has not

replied to parts (a) and (b) of my question.  Third -- and this is in fact myreplied to parts (a) and (b) of my question.  Third -- and this is in fact myreplied to parts (a) and (b) of my question.  Third -- and this is in fact myreplied to parts (a) and (b) of my question.  Third -- and this is in fact my

supplementary question while the previous two points are by way of follow-up to thesupplementary question while the previous two points are by way of follow-up to thesupplementary question while the previous two points are by way of follow-up to thesupplementary question while the previous two points are by way of follow-up to the

reply by the Secretary -- regarding these housing blocks where defects are found,reply by the Secretary -- regarding these housing blocks where defects are found,reply by the Secretary -- regarding these housing blocks where defects are found,reply by the Secretary -- regarding these housing blocks where defects are found,

are complaints by tenants mostly about works contracted out, or about repair worksare complaints by tenants mostly about works contracted out, or about repair worksare complaints by tenants mostly about works contracted out, or about repair worksare complaints by tenants mostly about works contracted out, or about repair works

carried out by Housing Department staff?  In other words, were the unsatisfactorycarried out by Housing Department staff?  In other words, were the unsatisfactorycarried out by Housing Department staff?  In other words, were the unsatisfactorycarried out by Housing Department staff?  In other words, were the unsatisfactory

repair works which tenants have complained about mostly works contracted out orrepair works which tenants have complained about mostly works contracted out orrepair works which tenants have complained about mostly works contracted out orrepair works which tenants have complained about mostly works contracted out or

carried out by the engineering division of the Department?carried out by the engineering division of the Department?carried out by the engineering division of the Department?carried out by the engineering division of the Department?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Secretary, could you take those two aspects separately?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Secretary, could you take those two aspects separately?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Secretary, could you take those two aspects separately?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Secretary, could you take those two aspects separately?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, it is possiblySECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, it is possiblySECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, it is possiblySECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, it is possibly

a problem of translation and I hope that I have got it right as regards the actuala problem of translation and I hope that I have got it right as regards the actuala problem of translation and I hope that I have got it right as regards the actuala problem of translation and I hope that I have got it right as regards the actual

question asked.  The first part of the question relates to the report of  anquestion asked.  The first part of the question relates to the report of  anquestion asked.  The first part of the question relates to the report of  anquestion asked.  The first part of the question relates to the report of  an

individual flat survey.  The information which I gave in my main answer is up to dateindividual flat survey.  The information which I gave in my main answer is up to dateindividual flat survey.  The information which I gave in my main answer is up to dateindividual flat survey.  The information which I gave in my main answer is up to date

and comes from the Housing Authority.  The second part of the question relates toand comes from the Housing Authority.  The second part of the question relates toand comes from the Housing Authority.  The second part of the question relates toand comes from the Housing Authority.  The second part of the question relates to

the range of defects. I am not quite sure, from the translated question, whether thethe range of defects. I am not quite sure, from the translated question, whether thethe range of defects. I am not quite sure, from the translated question, whether thethe range of defects. I am not quite sure, from the translated question, whether the

defects to which Mr FUNG has referred are those purportedly reported in the reportdefects to which Mr FUNG has referred are those purportedly reported in the reportdefects to which Mr FUNG has referred are those purportedly reported in the reportdefects to which Mr FUNG has referred are those purportedly reported in the report

or those referred to in my answer.  But I will take it that it is the latter thator those referred to in my answer.  But I will take it that it is the latter thator those referred to in my answer.  But I will take it that it is the latter thator those referred to in my answer.  But I will take it that it is the latter that

he is referring to.  If so, the range of defects has been very wide -- defects ofhe is referring to.  If so, the range of defects has been very wide -- defects ofhe is referring to.  If so, the range of defects has been very wide -- defects ofhe is referring to.  If so, the range of defects has been very wide -- defects of

windows and fittings and, to a certain extent, minor structural defects; but theywindows and fittings and, to a certain extent, minor structural defects; but theywindows and fittings and, to a certain extent, minor structural defects; but theywindows and fittings and, to a certain extent, minor structural defects; but they

are not, as it were, fundamental construction defects.are not, as it were, fundamental construction defects.are not, as it were, fundamental construction defects.are not, as it were, fundamental construction defects.

MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The Secretary has not answered my supplementaryMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The Secretary has not answered my supplementaryMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The Secretary has not answered my supplementaryMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): The Secretary has not answered my supplementary



question.question.question.question.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am sorry, but you will have to take it up elsewhere, Mr FUNG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am sorry, but you will have to take it up elsewhere, Mr FUNG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am sorry, but you will have to take it up elsewhere, Mr FUNG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am sorry, but you will have to take it up elsewhere, Mr FUNG.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration explainDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration explainDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration explainDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration explain

why it is not uncommon for cracks and defects to be found in public housing blockswhy it is not uncommon for cracks and defects to be found in public housing blockswhy it is not uncommon for cracks and defects to be found in public housing blockswhy it is not uncommon for cracks and defects to be found in public housing blocks

soon after repair works are completed?  Are these repair works under the supervisionsoon after repair works are completed?  Are these repair works under the supervisionsoon after repair works are completed?  Are these repair works under the supervisionsoon after repair works are completed?  Are these repair works under the supervision

of the Housing Department, and how are they supervised?  May I be advised why thisof the Housing Department, and how are they supervised?  May I be advised why thisof the Housing Department, and how are they supervised?  May I be advised why thisof the Housing Department, and how are they supervised?  May I be advised why this

phenomenon is so common and also why further repairs proceed so slowly?phenomenon is so common and also why further repairs proceed so slowly?phenomenon is so common and also why further repairs proceed so slowly?phenomenon is so common and also why further repairs proceed so slowly?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the MaintenanceSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the MaintenanceSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the MaintenanceSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, the Maintenance

Defect Repair Programme is under supervision. The occasions on which repair worksDefect Repair Programme is under supervision. The occasions on which repair worksDefect Repair Programme is under supervision. The occasions on which repair worksDefect Repair Programme is under supervision. The occasions on which repair works

have to be done again and again are, I understand, reasonably rare; and with so manyhave to be done again and again are, I understand, reasonably rare; and with so manyhave to be done again and again are, I understand, reasonably rare; and with so manyhave to be done again and again are, I understand, reasonably rare; and with so many

repair works I do not think the programme can be considered necessarily a failurerepair works I do not think the programme can be considered necessarily a failurerepair works I do not think the programme can be considered necessarily a failurerepair works I do not think the programme can be considered necessarily a failure

though some of the defects do recur.though some of the defects do recur.though some of the defects do recur.though some of the defects do recur.

MR LEE WING-TAT: Mr Deputy President, will the Government inform this Council howMR LEE WING-TAT: Mr Deputy President, will the Government inform this Council howMR LEE WING-TAT: Mr Deputy President, will the Government inform this Council howMR LEE WING-TAT: Mr Deputy President, will the Government inform this Council how

much the Government will spend in the next five years on the maintenance and repairmuch the Government will spend in the next five years on the maintenance and repairmuch the Government will spend in the next five years on the maintenance and repairmuch the Government will spend in the next five years on the maintenance and repair

works in these public housing estates, and whether it will cause problems to the cashworks in these public housing estates, and whether it will cause problems to the cashworks in these public housing estates, and whether it will cause problems to the cashworks in these public housing estates, and whether it will cause problems to the cash

flow of the Housing Authority?flow of the Housing Authority?flow of the Housing Authority?flow of the Housing Authority?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I have figuresSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I have figuresSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I have figuresSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I have figures

for one year, which I understand can be taken as fairly representative.  In 1991 therefor one year, which I understand can be taken as fairly representative.  In 1991 therefor one year, which I understand can be taken as fairly representative.  In 1991 therefor one year, which I understand can be taken as fairly representative.  In 1991 there

were 170 000 individual repair works orders to cover the whole of the Authority'swere 170 000 individual repair works orders to cover the whole of the Authority'swere 170 000 individual repair works orders to cover the whole of the Authority'swere 170 000 individual repair works orders to cover the whole of the Authority's

property stock and they cost $37 million.property stock and they cost $37 million.property stock and they cost $37 million.property stock and they cost $37 million.

MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think the Secretary for Planning,MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think the Secretary for Planning,MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think the Secretary for Planning,MR ANDREW WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think the Secretary for Planning,

Environment and Lands has answered Mr Frederick FUNG's question as to whetherEnvironment and Lands has answered Mr Frederick FUNG's question as to whetherEnvironment and Lands has answered Mr Frederick FUNG's question as to whetherEnvironment and Lands has answered Mr Frederick FUNG's question as to whether

complaints were mostly about works contracted out or carried out by the Housingcomplaints were mostly about works contracted out or carried out by the Housingcomplaints were mostly about works contracted out or carried out by the Housingcomplaints were mostly about works contracted out or carried out by the Housing

Department staff.  Could I ask the question on his behalf?Department staff.  Could I ask the question on his behalf?Department staff.  Could I ask the question on his behalf?Department staff.  Could I ask the question on his behalf?



SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I do not have

a record of that and I will supply the answer in writing.  (Annex III)a record of that and I will supply the answer in writing.  (Annex III)a record of that and I will supply the answer in writing.  (Annex III)a record of that and I will supply the answer in writing.  (Annex III)

MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am from the Kwun Tong Constituency.MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am from the Kwun Tong Constituency.MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am from the Kwun Tong Constituency.MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am from the Kwun Tong Constituency.

I believe that if my honourable colleagues are familiar with the problems confrontingI believe that if my honourable colleagues are familiar with the problems confrontingI believe that if my honourable colleagues are familiar with the problems confrontingI believe that if my honourable colleagues are familiar with the problems confronting

public housing tenants, they will know that most complaints relate to two areas: first,public housing tenants, they will know that most complaints relate to two areas: first,public housing tenants, they will know that most complaints relate to two areas: first,public housing tenants, they will know that most complaints relate to two areas: first,

the serious problem of lift breakdowns in public housing estates; second, thethe serious problem of lift breakdowns in public housing estates; second, thethe serious problem of lift breakdowns in public housing estates; second, thethe serious problem of lift breakdowns in public housing estates; second, the

unreliable supply of flush water necessitating the use of fresh water for flushingunreliable supply of flush water necessitating the use of fresh water for flushingunreliable supply of flush water necessitating the use of fresh water for flushingunreliable supply of flush water necessitating the use of fresh water for flushing

purpose.  How would the Housing Department solve these two problems which have beenpurpose.  How would the Housing Department solve these two problems which have beenpurpose.  How would the Housing Department solve these two problems which have beenpurpose.  How would the Housing Department solve these two problems which have been

a constant cause for complaint by tenants?a constant cause for complaint by tenants?a constant cause for complaint by tenants?a constant cause for complaint by tenants?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I feel sure thatSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I feel sure thatSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I feel sure thatSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I feel sure that

the Housing Authority is aware of it; but I will ensure that the Authority will againthe Housing Authority is aware of it; but I will ensure that the Authority will againthe Housing Authority is aware of it; but I will ensure that the Authority will againthe Housing Authority is aware of it; but I will ensure that the Authority will again

be made aware of this particular form of defect which has been reported in this Council.be made aware of this particular form of defect which has been reported in this Council.be made aware of this particular form of defect which has been reported in this Council.be made aware of this particular form of defect which has been reported in this Council.

I will arrange to make a further reply in writing.  (Annex IV)I will arrange to make a further reply in writing.  (Annex IV)I will arrange to make a further reply in writing.  (Annex IV)I will arrange to make a further reply in writing.  (Annex IV)

MR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, broadly speaking, the supervisionMR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, broadly speaking, the supervisionMR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, broadly speaking, the supervisionMR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, broadly speaking, the supervision

of the Housing Department's repair works is the responsibility of its engineeringof the Housing Department's repair works is the responsibility of its engineeringof the Housing Department's repair works is the responsibility of its engineeringof the Housing Department's repair works is the responsibility of its engineering

division, whereas liaison with tenants is the job of its management staff.  However,division, whereas liaison with tenants is the job of its management staff.  However,division, whereas liaison with tenants is the job of its management staff.  However,division, whereas liaison with tenants is the job of its management staff.  However,

communication problems have often led to other problems of a more serious naturecommunication problems have often led to other problems of a more serious naturecommunication problems have often led to other problems of a more serious naturecommunication problems have often led to other problems of a more serious nature

insofar as repair works are concerned.  Will the Administration consider improvinginsofar as repair works are concerned.  Will the Administration consider improvinginsofar as repair works are concerned.  Will the Administration consider improvinginsofar as repair works are concerned.  Will the Administration consider improving

the administrative measures in this aspect?the administrative measures in this aspect?the administrative measures in this aspect?the administrative measures in this aspect?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I will certainlySECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I will certainlySECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I will certainlySECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I will certainly

ensure that the matter is brought to the attention of the Authority.ensure that the matter is brought to the attention of the Authority.ensure that the matter is brought to the attention of the Authority.ensure that the matter is brought to the attention of the Authority.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary mentioned in

the second paragraph of his reply that "checks and inspections are not flat-to-flatthe second paragraph of his reply that "checks and inspections are not flat-to-flatthe second paragraph of his reply that "checks and inspections are not flat-to-flatthe second paragraph of his reply that "checks and inspections are not flat-to-flat

surveys", and that "it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior of eachsurveys", and that "it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior of eachsurveys", and that "it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior of eachsurveys", and that "it is not feasible to carry out a survey of the interior of each

and every flat".  He also mentioned that "reports by tenants as well as randomand every flat".  He also mentioned that "reports by tenants as well as randomand every flat".  He also mentioned that "reports by tenants as well as randomand every flat".  He also mentioned that "reports by tenants as well as random

inspections" would be taken into account.  May I be advised whether "randominspections" would be taken into account.  May I be advised whether "randominspections" would be taken into account.  May I be advised whether "randominspections" would be taken into account.  May I be advised whether "random

inspections" cover individual housing units, or just the external walls/parts of theinspections" cover individual housing units, or just the external walls/parts of theinspections" cover individual housing units, or just the external walls/parts of theinspections" cover individual housing units, or just the external walls/parts of the

buildings?  If the random inspections cover housing units, how many units have beenbuildings?  If the random inspections cover housing units, how many units have beenbuildings?  If the random inspections cover housing units, how many units have beenbuildings?  If the random inspections cover housing units, how many units have been



randomly inspected over the last six years, and what are the findings?randomly inspected over the last six years, and what are the findings?randomly inspected over the last six years, and what are the findings?randomly inspected over the last six years, and what are the findings?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I can confirmSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I can confirmSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I can confirmSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I can confirm

that the random inspections which I referred to are for individual housing unitsthat the random inspections which I referred to are for individual housing unitsthat the random inspections which I referred to are for individual housing unitsthat the random inspections which I referred to are for individual housing units

because, as I have already mentioned in my reply, the overall blocks are surveyedbecause, as I have already mentioned in my reply, the overall blocks are surveyedbecause, as I have already mentioned in my reply, the overall blocks are surveyedbecause, as I have already mentioned in my reply, the overall blocks are surveyed

on a regular basis.  So random inspections are certainly referring to units.  I amon a regular basis.  So random inspections are certainly referring to units.  I amon a regular basis.  So random inspections are certainly referring to units.  I amon a regular basis.  So random inspections are certainly referring to units.  I am

afraid, again, that I must provide written information.  (Annex V)afraid, again, that I must provide written information.  (Annex V)afraid, again, that I must provide written information.  (Annex V)afraid, again, that I must provide written information.  (Annex V)

MR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a number of new public housingMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a number of new public housingMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a number of new public housingMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a number of new public housing

estates have been completed in the New Territories by the Housing Department in theestates have been completed in the New Territories by the Housing Department in theestates have been completed in the New Territories by the Housing Department in theestates have been completed in the New Territories by the Housing Department in the

past few years.  Take New Territories West, the constituency which I represent, aspast few years.  Take New Territories West, the constituency which I represent, aspast few years.  Take New Territories West, the constituency which I represent, aspast few years.  Take New Territories West, the constituency which I represent, as

an example.  Many public housing estates have been completed in the area, and amongan example.  Many public housing estates have been completed in the area, and amongan example.  Many public housing estates have been completed in the area, and amongan example.  Many public housing estates have been completed in the area, and among

them are Long Ping Estate in Yuen Long and Leung King Estate in Tuen Mun.  However,them are Long Ping Estate in Yuen Long and Leung King Estate in Tuen Mun.  However,them are Long Ping Estate in Yuen Long and Leung King Estate in Tuen Mun.  However,them are Long Ping Estate in Yuen Long and Leung King Estate in Tuen Mun.  However,

less than half a year after the intake of residents, problems like leaking, seepage,less than half a year after the intake of residents, problems like leaking, seepage,less than half a year after the intake of residents, problems like leaking, seepage,less than half a year after the intake of residents, problems like leaking, seepage,

exposure of reinforcements and spalling of cement concrete appeared in severalexposure of reinforcements and spalling of cement concrete appeared in severalexposure of reinforcements and spalling of cement concrete appeared in severalexposure of reinforcements and spalling of cement concrete appeared in several

hundred units in each and every block of these estates.   The tenants concerned havehundred units in each and every block of these estates.   The tenants concerned havehundred units in each and every block of these estates.   The tenants concerned havehundred units in each and every block of these estates.   The tenants concerned have

petitioned the Housing Department and the OMELCO on many occasions.  To our knowledge,petitioned the Housing Department and the OMELCO on many occasions.  To our knowledge,petitioned the Housing Department and the OMELCO on many occasions.  To our knowledge,petitioned the Housing Department and the OMELCO on many occasions.  To our knowledge,

it is a usual practice for the Housing Department to divert recurrent maintenanceit is a usual practice for the Housing Department to divert recurrent maintenanceit is a usual practice for the Housing Department to divert recurrent maintenanceit is a usual practice for the Housing Department to divert recurrent maintenance

funds for items like estate facilities and amenity plots to rectify the defects foundfunds for items like estate facilities and amenity plots to rectify the defects foundfunds for items like estate facilities and amenity plots to rectify the defects foundfunds for items like estate facilities and amenity plots to rectify the defects found

in these housing units.  This explains the slow progress of repairs. Could we urgein these housing units.  This explains the slow progress of repairs. Could we urgein these housing units.  This explains the slow progress of repairs. Could we urgein these housing units.  This explains the slow progress of repairs. Could we urge

the Administration to consider allocating additional funds for the specific purposethe Administration to consider allocating additional funds for the specific purposethe Administration to consider allocating additional funds for the specific purposethe Administration to consider allocating additional funds for the specific purpose

of effecting repairs, so that overall repair works for these several hundred housingof effecting repairs, so that overall repair works for these several hundred housingof effecting repairs, so that overall repair works for these several hundred housingof effecting repairs, so that overall repair works for these several hundred housing

units can be completed as soon as possible?units can be completed as soon as possible?units can be completed as soon as possible?units can be completed as soon as possible?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I am not awareSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I am not awareSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I am not awareSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I am not aware

that the shortage of funds is a serious restraint upon major repairs, but again Ithat the shortage of funds is a serious restraint upon major repairs, but again Ithat the shortage of funds is a serious restraint upon major repairs, but again Ithat the shortage of funds is a serious restraint upon major repairs, but again I

will have to refer this to the Authority.will have to refer this to the Authority.will have to refer this to the Authority.will have to refer this to the Authority.

MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I find it hard to follow the logicMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I find it hard to follow the logicMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I find it hard to follow the logicMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I find it hard to follow the logic

of the second paragraph of the Secretary's main reply.  Having said that a flat-of the second paragraph of the Secretary's main reply.  Having said that a flat-of the second paragraph of the Secretary's main reply.  Having said that a flat-of the second paragraph of the Secretary's main reply.  Having said that a flat-

to-flat survey would not be carried out and that it was possible to gauge the generalto-flat survey would not be carried out and that it was possible to gauge the generalto-flat survey would not be carried out and that it was possible to gauge the generalto-flat survey would not be carried out and that it was possible to gauge the general

condition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection or through reportscondition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection or through reportscondition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection or through reportscondition of a block and the flats in it by external inspection or through reports

by tenants, the Secretary then went on to say "so defects within individual flatsby tenants, the Secretary then went on to say "so defects within individual flatsby tenants, the Secretary then went on to say "so defects within individual flatsby tenants, the Secretary then went on to say "so defects within individual flats

are attended to".  Would the Secretary elaborate on the logic behind his claim thatare attended to".  Would the Secretary elaborate on the logic behind his claim thatare attended to".  Would the Secretary elaborate on the logic behind his claim thatare attended to".  Would the Secretary elaborate on the logic behind his claim that



there was no need to conduct a flat-to-flat survey, and that the defects found inthere was no need to conduct a flat-to-flat survey, and that the defects found inthere was no need to conduct a flat-to-flat survey, and that the defects found inthere was no need to conduct a flat-to-flat survey, and that the defects found in

individual flats could be dealt with through gauging the general condition of a block?individual flats could be dealt with through gauging the general condition of a block?individual flats could be dealt with through gauging the general condition of a block?individual flats could be dealt with through gauging the general condition of a block?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I haveSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I think I have

made it clear that it is the combination of the three, namely, inspection of themade it clear that it is the combination of the three, namely, inspection of themade it clear that it is the combination of the three, namely, inspection of themade it clear that it is the combination of the three, namely, inspection of the

general condition of the blocks, reports of defects by tenants -- which are the best,general condition of the blocks, reports of defects by tenants -- which are the best,general condition of the blocks, reports of defects by tenants -- which are the best,general condition of the blocks, reports of defects by tenants -- which are the best,

the most reliable and the most frequent form of reports of defects -- and also randomthe most reliable and the most frequent form of reports of defects -- and also randomthe most reliable and the most frequent form of reports of defects -- and also randomthe most reliable and the most frequent form of reports of defects -- and also random

inspections which makes an adequate procedure.inspections which makes an adequate procedure.inspections which makes an adequate procedure.inspections which makes an adequate procedure.

MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council how the Housing Department would oversee the procedures for repair worksthis Council how the Housing Department would oversee the procedures for repair worksthis Council how the Housing Department would oversee the procedures for repair worksthis Council how the Housing Department would oversee the procedures for repair works

prior to the implementation of ISO 9000 and how the supervision of maintenance wouldprior to the implementation of ISO 9000 and how the supervision of maintenance wouldprior to the implementation of ISO 9000 and how the supervision of maintenance wouldprior to the implementation of ISO 9000 and how the supervision of maintenance would

be conducted?  Does the Administration have enough professionals to see to it thatbe conducted?  Does the Administration have enough professionals to see to it thatbe conducted?  Does the Administration have enough professionals to see to it thatbe conducted?  Does the Administration have enough professionals to see to it that

the procedures are properly carried out?the procedures are properly carried out?the procedures are properly carried out?the procedures are properly carried out?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I understand thatSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I understand thatSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I understand thatSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, I understand that

the Housing Authority has in fact always maintained sets of standards and I can confirmthe Housing Authority has in fact always maintained sets of standards and I can confirmthe Housing Authority has in fact always maintained sets of standards and I can confirmthe Housing Authority has in fact always maintained sets of standards and I can confirm

that the Housing Authority has for many years employed competent technical andthat the Housing Authority has for many years employed competent technical andthat the Housing Authority has for many years employed competent technical andthat the Housing Authority has for many years employed competent technical and

professional officers to supervise maintenance.professional officers to supervise maintenance.professional officers to supervise maintenance.professional officers to supervise maintenance.

Legislation against discriminationLegislation against discriminationLegislation against discriminationLegislation against discrimination

3.3.3.3. MRS SELINA CHOW asked: Will the Government inform this Council what progress hasMRS SELINA CHOW asked: Will the Government inform this Council what progress hasMRS SELINA CHOW asked: Will the Government inform this Council what progress hasMRS SELINA CHOW asked: Will the Government inform this Council what progress has

been made towards the introduction of specific legislation against discriminationbeen made towards the introduction of specific legislation against discriminationbeen made towards the introduction of specific legislation against discriminationbeen made towards the introduction of specific legislation against discrimination

on grounds of race, sex and religion as contained in the Bill of Rights ?on grounds of race, sex and religion as contained in the Bill of Rights ?on grounds of race, sex and religion as contained in the Bill of Rights ?on grounds of race, sex and religion as contained in the Bill of Rights ?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: The Bill of Rights Ordinance does not requireSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: The Bill of Rights Ordinance does not requireSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: The Bill of Rights Ordinance does not requireSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: The Bill of Rights Ordinance does not require

the enactment of separate legislation prohibiting discrimination on grounds such asthe enactment of separate legislation prohibiting discrimination on grounds such asthe enactment of separate legislation prohibiting discrimination on grounds such asthe enactment of separate legislation prohibiting discrimination on grounds such as

sex, race and religion.  The relevant article of the Bill is concerned to ensure thatsex, race and religion.  The relevant article of the Bill is concerned to ensure thatsex, race and religion.  The relevant article of the Bill is concerned to ensure thatsex, race and religion.  The relevant article of the Bill is concerned to ensure that

legislation that has been enacted is not discriminatory in its contents orlegislation that has been enacted is not discriminatory in its contents orlegislation that has been enacted is not discriminatory in its contents orlegislation that has been enacted is not discriminatory in its contents or

application.application.application.application.



MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, is the Secretary aware that during theMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, is the Secretary aware that during theMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, is the Secretary aware that during theMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, is the Secretary aware that during the

consideration of the Bill of Rights at the Blue Bill stage, the Administration hasconsideration of the Bill of Rights at the Blue Bill stage, the Administration hasconsideration of the Bill of Rights at the Blue Bill stage, the Administration hasconsideration of the Bill of Rights at the Blue Bill stage, the Administration has

undertaken to look into the need for specific legislation to address the questionundertaken to look into the need for specific legislation to address the questionundertaken to look into the need for specific legislation to address the questionundertaken to look into the need for specific legislation to address the question

of discrimination, especially when inter-citizen rights are not covered by the Bill?of discrimination, especially when inter-citizen rights are not covered by the Bill?of discrimination, especially when inter-citizen rights are not covered by the Bill?of discrimination, especially when inter-citizen rights are not covered by the Bill?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am aware that theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am aware that theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am aware that theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am aware that the

Administration has undertaken to look into alternative steps to protect individualsAdministration has undertaken to look into alternative steps to protect individualsAdministration has undertaken to look into alternative steps to protect individualsAdministration has undertaken to look into alternative steps to protect individuals

from infringement of their rights by other individuals.  We have adopted the approachfrom infringement of their rights by other individuals.  We have adopted the approachfrom infringement of their rights by other individuals.  We have adopted the approachfrom infringement of their rights by other individuals.  We have adopted the approach

that we will legislate only where obvious discrimination exists and wherethat we will legislate only where obvious discrimination exists and wherethat we will legislate only where obvious discrimination exists and wherethat we will legislate only where obvious discrimination exists and where

discrimination can only be dealt with by law.discrimination can only be dealt with by law.discrimination can only be dealt with by law.discrimination can only be dealt with by law.

MR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, has the Government undertaken any exercise toMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, has the Government undertaken any exercise toMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, has the Government undertaken any exercise toMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, has the Government undertaken any exercise to

ascertain whether any laws of Hong Kong require amendment or repeal because they mightascertain whether any laws of Hong Kong require amendment or repeal because they mightascertain whether any laws of Hong Kong require amendment or repeal because they mightascertain whether any laws of Hong Kong require amendment or repeal because they might

discriminate on the grounds of race, sex and religion?  If so, what is the result;discriminate on the grounds of race, sex and religion?  If so, what is the result;discriminate on the grounds of race, sex and religion?  If so, what is the result;discriminate on the grounds of race, sex and religion?  If so, what is the result;

if not, why not?if not, why not?if not, why not?if not, why not?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as far as racialSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as far as racialSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as far as racialSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as far as racial

discrimination is concerned, there is little evidence that it is a problem in Hongdiscrimination is concerned, there is little evidence that it is a problem in Hongdiscrimination is concerned, there is little evidence that it is a problem in Hongdiscrimination is concerned, there is little evidence that it is a problem in Hong

Kong and the Administration does not consider that it is necessary to introduceKong and the Administration does not consider that it is necessary to introduceKong and the Administration does not consider that it is necessary to introduceKong and the Administration does not consider that it is necessary to introduce

legislation to deal with this problem.  We have not carried out any comprehensivelegislation to deal with this problem.  We have not carried out any comprehensivelegislation to deal with this problem.  We have not carried out any comprehensivelegislation to deal with this problem.  We have not carried out any comprehensive

review of laws in the perspective of discrimination but will of course be alert toreview of laws in the perspective of discrimination but will of course be alert toreview of laws in the perspective of discrimination but will of course be alert toreview of laws in the perspective of discrimination but will of course be alert to

problems of this nature.  If such problems do arise we will bring the necessaryproblems of this nature.  If such problems do arise we will bring the necessaryproblems of this nature.  If such problems do arise we will bring the necessaryproblems of this nature.  If such problems do arise we will bring the necessary

amendments to this Council.amendments to this Council.amendments to this Council.amendments to this Council.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform thisMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform thisMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform thisMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform this

Council if the Administration has strictly enforced the enacted legislation andCouncil if the Administration has strictly enforced the enacted legislation andCouncil if the Administration has strictly enforced the enacted legislation andCouncil if the Administration has strictly enforced the enacted legislation and

whether any prosecutions have been instituted against employers who breached thewhether any prosecutions have been instituted against employers who breached thewhether any prosecutions have been instituted against employers who breached thewhether any prosecutions have been instituted against employers who breached the

equal pay provision in order that the interests of female employees can be protectedequal pay provision in order that the interests of female employees can be protectedequal pay provision in order that the interests of female employees can be protectedequal pay provision in order that the interests of female employees can be protected

and that the human rights spirit of no sexual discrimination is observed?and that the human rights spirit of no sexual discrimination is observed?and that the human rights spirit of no sexual discrimination is observed?and that the human rights spirit of no sexual discrimination is observed?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as I understand it, theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as I understand it, theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as I understand it, theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, as I understand it, the



current Bill of Rights Ordinance only applies to discrimination by the Governmentcurrent Bill of Rights Ordinance only applies to discrimination by the Governmentcurrent Bill of Rights Ordinance only applies to discrimination by the Governmentcurrent Bill of Rights Ordinance only applies to discrimination by the Government

or public bodies and does not cover inter-citizenship rights.or public bodies and does not cover inter-citizenship rights.or public bodies and does not cover inter-citizenship rights.or public bodies and does not cover inter-citizenship rights.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary say whether specificallyMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary say whether specificallyMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary say whether specificallyMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary say whether specifically

any legislation affecting women's rights, such as the right of succession to propertyany legislation affecting women's rights, such as the right of succession to propertyany legislation affecting women's rights, such as the right of succession to propertyany legislation affecting women's rights, such as the right of succession to property

in the New Territories, is at present in breach of the Bill of Rights; and if so,in the New Territories, is at present in breach of the Bill of Rights; and if so,in the New Territories, is at present in breach of the Bill of Rights; and if so,in the New Territories, is at present in breach of the Bill of Rights; and if so,

how will the Government propose to deal with this?how will the Government propose to deal with this?how will the Government propose to deal with this?how will the Government propose to deal with this?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am not competent toSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am not competent toSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am not competent toSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I am not competent to

comment whether the succession right is or is not in breach of the Bill of Rightscomment whether the succession right is or is not in breach of the Bill of Rightscomment whether the succession right is or is not in breach of the Bill of Rightscomment whether the succession right is or is not in breach of the Bill of Rights

Ordinance; but as far as sex discrimination is concerned we believe that further studyOrdinance; but as far as sex discrimination is concerned we believe that further studyOrdinance; but as far as sex discrimination is concerned we believe that further studyOrdinance; but as far as sex discrimination is concerned we believe that further study

needs to be done in the area of employment.  Although the Secretary for Educationneeds to be done in the area of employment.  Although the Secretary for Educationneeds to be done in the area of employment.  Although the Secretary for Educationneeds to be done in the area of employment.  Although the Secretary for Education

and Manpower, in answer to a question recently raised before this Council, has ruledand Manpower, in answer to a question recently raised before this Council, has ruledand Manpower, in answer to a question recently raised before this Council, has ruledand Manpower, in answer to a question recently raised before this Council, has ruled

out equal pay legislation, it is considered necessary to look into this question inout equal pay legislation, it is considered necessary to look into this question inout equal pay legislation, it is considered necessary to look into this question inout equal pay legislation, it is considered necessary to look into this question in

greater depth; an interdepartmental working group under his chairmanship has beengreater depth; an interdepartmental working group under his chairmanship has beengreater depth; an interdepartmental working group under his chairmanship has beengreater depth; an interdepartmental working group under his chairmanship has been

formed to look into this.formed to look into this.formed to look into this.formed to look into this.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, is the Government satisfied that its ownMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, is the Government satisfied that its ownMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, is the Government satisfied that its ownMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, is the Government satisfied that its own

employment policies and practices do not discriminate on the grounds of race, sexemployment policies and practices do not discriminate on the grounds of race, sexemployment policies and practices do not discriminate on the grounds of race, sexemployment policies and practices do not discriminate on the grounds of race, sex

or religion?or religion?or religion?or religion?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the Government'sSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the Government'sSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the Government'sSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the Government's

employment policies are known to the public and I do believe that it does notemployment policies are known to the public and I do believe that it does notemployment policies are known to the public and I do believe that it does notemployment policies are known to the public and I do believe that it does not

discrimate against either sex.discrimate against either sex.discrimate against either sex.discrimate against either sex.

MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given the acute labour shortage, would theMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given the acute labour shortage, would theMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given the acute labour shortage, would theMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given the acute labour shortage, would the

Secretary agree that increasing the female participation rate in the labour forceSecretary agree that increasing the female participation rate in the labour forceSecretary agree that increasing the female participation rate in the labour forceSecretary agree that increasing the female participation rate in the labour force

should be a key objective; and can steps be taken to eliminate discriminatoryshould be a key objective; and can steps be taken to eliminate discriminatoryshould be a key objective; and can steps be taken to eliminate discriminatoryshould be a key objective; and can steps be taken to eliminate discriminatory

legislation which prevents females from having the same freedom to work overtime aslegislation which prevents females from having the same freedom to work overtime aslegislation which prevents females from having the same freedom to work overtime aslegislation which prevents females from having the same freedom to work overtime as

males?males?males?males?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I certainly subscribe toSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I certainly subscribe toSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I certainly subscribe toSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I certainly subscribe to



the first part of that question, namely, to increase the labour participation rate.the first part of that question, namely, to increase the labour participation rate.the first part of that question, namely, to increase the labour participation rate.the first part of that question, namely, to increase the labour participation rate.

As for the second part of the question, as I said, an interdepartmental working groupAs for the second part of the question, as I said, an interdepartmental working groupAs for the second part of the question, as I said, an interdepartmental working groupAs for the second part of the question, as I said, an interdepartmental working group

has been formed under the chairmanship of the Secretary for Education and Manpowerhas been formed under the chairmanship of the Secretary for Education and Manpowerhas been formed under the chairmanship of the Secretary for Education and Manpowerhas been formed under the chairmanship of the Secretary for Education and Manpower

and I am quite sure that issue will be looked at in that context.and I am quite sure that issue will be looked at in that context.and I am quite sure that issue will be looked at in that context.and I am quite sure that issue will be looked at in that context.

MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in his reply to Mr Simon IP's question theMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in his reply to Mr Simon IP's question theMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in his reply to Mr Simon IP's question theMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, in his reply to Mr Simon IP's question the

Secretary for Constitutional Affairs has said that there is no need to review lawsSecretary for Constitutional Affairs has said that there is no need to review lawsSecretary for Constitutional Affairs has said that there is no need to review lawsSecretary for Constitutional Affairs has said that there is no need to review laws

about racial discrimination.  Can I ask the Government whether it is true that underabout racial discrimination.  Can I ask the Government whether it is true that underabout racial discrimination.  Can I ask the Government whether it is true that underabout racial discrimination.  Can I ask the Government whether it is true that under

the Immigration Ordinance race is one of the criteria in deciding whether people havethe Immigration Ordinance race is one of the criteria in deciding whether people havethe Immigration Ordinance race is one of the criteria in deciding whether people havethe Immigration Ordinance race is one of the criteria in deciding whether people have

the right of abode here; and if so, will this be considered racial discrimination?the right of abode here; and if so, will this be considered racial discrimination?the right of abode here; and if so, will this be considered racial discrimination?the right of abode here; and if so, will this be considered racial discrimination?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, if I may, I would likeSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, if I may, I would likeSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, if I may, I would likeSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, if I may, I would like

to call upon my colleague the Secretary for Security to assist in answering thisto call upon my colleague the Secretary for Security to assist in answering thisto call upon my colleague the Secretary for Security to assist in answering thisto call upon my colleague the Secretary for Security to assist in answering this

question.question.question.question.

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I was expecting that.  Miss LAU did askSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I was expecting that.  Miss LAU did askSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I was expecting that.  Miss LAU did askSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I was expecting that.  Miss LAU did ask

a question on this very same subject, I think, on 13 November to which I gave a writtena question on this very same subject, I think, on 13 November to which I gave a writtena question on this very same subject, I think, on 13 November to which I gave a writtena question on this very same subject, I think, on 13 November to which I gave a written

reply.  I have, really, little to add to that.  Yes, race is used in the context ofreply.  I have, really, little to add to that.  Yes, race is used in the context ofreply.  I have, really, little to add to that.  Yes, race is used in the context ofreply.  I have, really, little to add to that.  Yes, race is used in the context of

the right of abode conferred by the Immigration Ordinance.  There are historicalthe right of abode conferred by the Immigration Ordinance.  There are historicalthe right of abode conferred by the Immigration Ordinance.  There are historicalthe right of abode conferred by the Immigration Ordinance.  There are historical

reasons for this but the advice we have is that this is fully consistent with thereasons for this but the advice we have is that this is fully consistent with thereasons for this but the advice we have is that this is fully consistent with thereasons for this but the advice we have is that this is fully consistent with the

Bill of Rights and with our obligations under the convention relating to racialBill of Rights and with our obligations under the convention relating to racialBill of Rights and with our obligations under the convention relating to racialBill of Rights and with our obligations under the convention relating to racial

discrimination.discrimination.discrimination.discrimination.

MR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask a question onMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask a question onMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask a question onMR JAMES TO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to ask a question on

sexual discrimination since Miss LAU has already touched on the aspect of racialsexual discrimination since Miss LAU has already touched on the aspect of racialsexual discrimination since Miss LAU has already touched on the aspect of racialsexual discrimination since Miss LAU has already touched on the aspect of racial

discrimination.  The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs said there was no need todiscrimination.  The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs said there was no need todiscrimination.  The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs said there was no need todiscrimination.  The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs said there was no need to

have another review.  But may I give an example here.  If an underage person wantshave another review.  But may I give an example here.  If an underage person wantshave another review.  But may I give an example here.  If an underage person wantshave another review.  But may I give an example here.  If an underage person wants

to get married, under the existing law, only the father and not the mother, thoughto get married, under the existing law, only the father and not the mother, thoughto get married, under the existing law, only the father and not the mother, thoughto get married, under the existing law, only the father and not the mother, though

both are alive, can give consent to the marriage.  Is this sexual discrimination?both are alive, can give consent to the marriage.  Is this sexual discrimination?both are alive, can give consent to the marriage.  Is this sexual discrimination?both are alive, can give consent to the marriage.  Is this sexual discrimination?

In fact there are a number of similar cases where we can find sexual discrimination.In fact there are a number of similar cases where we can find sexual discrimination.In fact there are a number of similar cases where we can find sexual discrimination.In fact there are a number of similar cases where we can find sexual discrimination.

Is the Administration saying that all these have been reviewed and there is no needIs the Administration saying that all these have been reviewed and there is no needIs the Administration saying that all these have been reviewed and there is no needIs the Administration saying that all these have been reviewed and there is no need

for any further review?for any further review?for any further review?for any further review?



SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I have, in reply to aSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I have, in reply to aSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I have, in reply to aSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I have, in reply to a

previous supplementary, said that we will be alert to inconsistencies of this nature,previous supplementary, said that we will be alert to inconsistencies of this nature,previous supplementary, said that we will be alert to inconsistencies of this nature,previous supplementary, said that we will be alert to inconsistencies of this nature,

and where this is drawn to our attention, either through our own operation or throughand where this is drawn to our attention, either through our own operation or throughand where this is drawn to our attention, either through our own operation or throughand where this is drawn to our attention, either through our own operation or through

other means, we will take action to review the situation to see whether thoseother means, we will take action to review the situation to see whether thoseother means, we will take action to review the situation to see whether thoseother means, we will take action to review the situation to see whether those

inconsistencies should be removed.inconsistencies should be removed.inconsistencies should be removed.inconsistencies should be removed.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I understand that labour shortageMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I understand that labour shortageMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I understand that labour shortageMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I understand that labour shortage

is not just a problem for Hong Kong; it is one faced by the Constitutional Affairsis not just a problem for Hong Kong; it is one faced by the Constitutional Affairsis not just a problem for Hong Kong; it is one faced by the Constitutional Affairsis not just a problem for Hong Kong; it is one faced by the Constitutional Affairs

Branch too.  In fact, a fair measure of work is now under way.  May I be advisedBranch too.  In fact, a fair measure of work is now under way.  May I be advisedBranch too.  In fact, a fair measure of work is now under way.  May I be advisedBranch too.  In fact, a fair measure of work is now under way.  May I be advised

whether the Administration is prepared to reconsider the setting up of a Human Rightswhether the Administration is prepared to reconsider the setting up of a Human Rightswhether the Administration is prepared to reconsider the setting up of a Human Rightswhether the Administration is prepared to reconsider the setting up of a Human Rights

Commission to assist in reviewing the existing legislation and enacting newCommission to assist in reviewing the existing legislation and enacting newCommission to assist in reviewing the existing legislation and enacting newCommission to assist in reviewing the existing legislation and enacting new

legislation so as to offer positive protection to certain rights?legislation so as to offer positive protection to certain rights?legislation so as to offer positive protection to certain rights?legislation so as to offer positive protection to certain rights?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, except in cases of obviousSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, except in cases of obviousSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, except in cases of obviousSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, except in cases of obvious

inconsistency with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, it is extremely difficult to predictinconsistency with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, it is extremely difficult to predictinconsistency with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, it is extremely difficult to predictinconsistency with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, it is extremely difficult to predict

with any certainty how a court will decide if a particular provision is challenged.with any certainty how a court will decide if a particular provision is challenged.with any certainty how a court will decide if a particular provision is challenged.with any certainty how a court will decide if a particular provision is challenged.

Hence, we have decided, after reviewing legislation before the enactment of the BillHence, we have decided, after reviewing legislation before the enactment of the BillHence, we have decided, after reviewing legislation before the enactment of the BillHence, we have decided, after reviewing legislation before the enactment of the Bill

of Rights Ordinance, that we will amend only the six frozen Ordinances and leave theof Rights Ordinance, that we will amend only the six frozen Ordinances and leave theof Rights Ordinance, that we will amend only the six frozen Ordinances and leave theof Rights Ordinance, that we will amend only the six frozen Ordinances and leave the

rest, where inconsistencies with the Bill of Rights Ordinance are less obvious, torest, where inconsistencies with the Bill of Rights Ordinance are less obvious, torest, where inconsistencies with the Bill of Rights Ordinance are less obvious, torest, where inconsistencies with the Bill of Rights Ordinance are less obvious, to

face challenge in the courts.  To establish a Human Rights Commission, whoseface challenge in the courts.  To establish a Human Rights Commission, whoseface challenge in the courts.  To establish a Human Rights Commission, whoseface challenge in the courts.  To establish a Human Rights Commission, whose

functions include the review of legislation, would not sit well with the Government'sfunctions include the review of legislation, would not sit well with the Government'sfunctions include the review of legislation, would not sit well with the Government'sfunctions include the review of legislation, would not sit well with the Government's

approach to review legislation to remove possible inconsistencies with the Bill ofapproach to review legislation to remove possible inconsistencies with the Bill ofapproach to review legislation to remove possible inconsistencies with the Bill ofapproach to review legislation to remove possible inconsistencies with the Bill of

Rights.Rights.Rights.Rights.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, since the promulgation of theREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, since the promulgation of theREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, since the promulgation of theREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, since the promulgation of the

Bill of Rights Ordinance, there have been several cases in which the court has ruledBill of Rights Ordinance, there have been several cases in which the court has ruledBill of Rights Ordinance, there have been several cases in which the court has ruledBill of Rights Ordinance, there have been several cases in which the court has ruled

that certain laws are in violation of the Ordinance.  May I be advised why thethat certain laws are in violation of the Ordinance.  May I be advised why thethat certain laws are in violation of the Ordinance.  May I be advised why thethat certain laws are in violation of the Ordinance.  May I be advised why the

Administration is not taking the initiative to amend some statutes which are knownAdministration is not taking the initiative to amend some statutes which are knownAdministration is not taking the initiative to amend some statutes which are knownAdministration is not taking the initiative to amend some statutes which are known

to be inconsistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, such as the Societies Ordinanceto be inconsistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, such as the Societies Ordinanceto be inconsistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, such as the Societies Ordinanceto be inconsistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance, such as the Societies Ordinance

and the part of the Summary Offences Ordinance relating to political fund raising?and the part of the Summary Offences Ordinance relating to political fund raising?and the part of the Summary Offences Ordinance relating to political fund raising?and the part of the Summary Offences Ordinance relating to political fund raising?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think my answer to theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think my answer to theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think my answer to theSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think my answer to the

last supplementary question has covered this particular question except for one pointlast supplementary question has covered this particular question except for one pointlast supplementary question has covered this particular question except for one pointlast supplementary question has covered this particular question except for one point

which I would like to add, and that is that the Societies Ordinance is one of thewhich I would like to add, and that is that the Societies Ordinance is one of thewhich I would like to add, and that is that the Societies Ordinance is one of thewhich I would like to add, and that is that the Societies Ordinance is one of the



six Ordinances which we are reviewing.six Ordinances which we are reviewing.six Ordinances which we are reviewing.six Ordinances which we are reviewing.

MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up on theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up on theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up on theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up on the

question relating to the difference in the right of succession between the two sexes.question relating to the difference in the right of succession between the two sexes.question relating to the difference in the right of succession between the two sexes.question relating to the difference in the right of succession between the two sexes.

Just then the Secretary declined to answer, saying that he was not an expert on thisJust then the Secretary declined to answer, saying that he was not an expert on thisJust then the Secretary declined to answer, saying that he was not an expert on thisJust then the Secretary declined to answer, saying that he was not an expert on this

matter.  Will the Administration ask an appropriate official or one who ismatter.  Will the Administration ask an appropriate official or one who ismatter.  Will the Administration ask an appropriate official or one who ismatter.  Will the Administration ask an appropriate official or one who is

responsible for dealing with the matter to respond to that supplementary?responsible for dealing with the matter to respond to that supplementary?responsible for dealing with the matter to respond to that supplementary?responsible for dealing with the matter to respond to that supplementary?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a question, I think, which is directed to you, Secretary forDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a question, I think, which is directed to you, Secretary forDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a question, I think, which is directed to you, Secretary forDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is a question, I think, which is directed to you, Secretary for

Constitutional Affairs.Constitutional Affairs.Constitutional Affairs.Constitutional Affairs.

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the question ofSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the question ofSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the question ofSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, I think the question of

succession relates mainly to practices under customary law in the New Territories;succession relates mainly to practices under customary law in the New Territories;succession relates mainly to practices under customary law in the New Territories;succession relates mainly to practices under customary law in the New Territories;

and, as I said, I do not wish to venture into an area in which I am not professionallyand, as I said, I do not wish to venture into an area in which I am not professionallyand, as I said, I do not wish to venture into an area in which I am not professionallyand, as I said, I do not wish to venture into an area in which I am not professionally

competent.competent.competent.competent.

MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, apart from the working group under the SecretaryMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, apart from the working group under the SecretaryMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, apart from the working group under the SecretaryMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, apart from the working group under the Secretary

for Education and Manpower which the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs hasfor Education and Manpower which the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs hasfor Education and Manpower which the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs hasfor Education and Manpower which the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs has

referred to, are there other administrative actions being taken within thereferred to, are there other administrative actions being taken within thereferred to, are there other administrative actions being taken within thereferred to, are there other administrative actions being taken within the

Administration to ensure that safeguards against discrimination are actuallyAdministration to ensure that safeguards against discrimination are actuallyAdministration to ensure that safeguards against discrimination are actuallyAdministration to ensure that safeguards against discrimination are actually

introduced?introduced?introduced?introduced?

SECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explainSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explainSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explainSECRETARY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, perhaps I should explain

what the interdepartmental working group will be doing.  It will ascertain the extentwhat the interdepartmental working group will be doing.  It will ascertain the extentwhat the interdepartmental working group will be doing.  It will ascertain the extentwhat the interdepartmental working group will be doing.  It will ascertain the extent

to which discrimination based on sex is a problem in Hong Kong and, in the light ofto which discrimination based on sex is a problem in Hong Kong and, in the light ofto which discrimination based on sex is a problem in Hong Kong and, in the light ofto which discrimination based on sex is a problem in Hong Kong and, in the light of

its findings, determine the measures necessary to address the problems becauseits findings, determine the measures necessary to address the problems becauseits findings, determine the measures necessary to address the problems becauseits findings, determine the measures necessary to address the problems because

legislation in areas such as employment, advertising and so on is very complex andlegislation in areas such as employment, advertising and so on is very complex andlegislation in areas such as employment, advertising and so on is very complex andlegislation in areas such as employment, advertising and so on is very complex and

we would like to approach it with the utmost care.we would like to approach it with the utmost care.we would like to approach it with the utmost care.we would like to approach it with the utmost care.

Written answers to questionsWritten answers to questionsWritten answers to questionsWritten answers to questions

Drug abuseDrug abuseDrug abuseDrug abuse

4.4.4.4. DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:DR CONRAD LAM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:



(i)(i)(i)(i) of theof theof theof the current number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong with distribution current number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong with distribution current number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong with distribution current number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong with distribution

by age;by age;by age;by age;

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) of the various treatment and rehabilitation programmes available toof the various treatment and rehabilitation programmes available toof the various treatment and rehabilitation programmes available toof the various treatment and rehabilitation programmes available to

assist the drug addicts and what measures are used to evaluate the effectiveness ofassist the drug addicts and what measures are used to evaluate the effectiveness ofassist the drug addicts and what measures are used to evaluate the effectiveness ofassist the drug addicts and what measures are used to evaluate the effectiveness of

these programmes;these programmes;these programmes;these programmes;

(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) whether the Government has evaluated the effectiveness of the Methadonewhether the Government has evaluated the effectiveness of the Methadonewhether the Government has evaluated the effectiveness of the Methadonewhether the Government has evaluated the effectiveness of the Methadone

Treatment Programme since inception; if yes, what are the findings; if no, will theTreatment Programme since inception; if yes, what are the findings; if no, will theTreatment Programme since inception; if yes, what are the findings; if no, will theTreatment Programme since inception; if yes, what are the findings; if no, will the

Government conduct such investigation?Government conduct such investigation?Government conduct such investigation?Government conduct such investigation?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, according to information received bySECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, according to information received bySECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, according to information received bySECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, according to information received by

the Government's Central Registry of Drug Abuse from a wide range of reportingthe Government's Central Registry of Drug Abuse from a wide range of reportingthe Government's Central Registry of Drug Abuse from a wide range of reportingthe Government's Central Registry of Drug Abuse from a wide range of reporting

agencies, the number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong at the end of June 1991 wasagencies, the number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong at the end of June 1991 wasagencies, the number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong at the end of June 1991 wasagencies, the number of active drug abusers in Hong Kong at the end of June 1991 was

41 650.  Of these, some 6% were under 21 years of age, 25% aged 21 to 30, 28% aged41 650.  Of these, some 6% were under 21 years of age, 25% aged 21 to 30, 28% aged41 650.  Of these, some 6% were under 21 years of age, 25% aged 21 to 30, 28% aged41 650.  Of these, some 6% were under 21 years of age, 25% aged 21 to 30, 28% aged

31 to 40, 15% aged 41 to 50, and 26% 51 years of age and over.31 to 40, 15% aged 41 to 50, and 26% 51 years of age and over.31 to 40, 15% aged 41 to 50, and 26% 51 years of age and over.31 to 40, 15% aged 41 to 50, and 26% 51 years of age and over.

We have three main treatment and rehabilitation programmes:We have three main treatment and rehabilitation programmes:We have three main treatment and rehabilitation programmes:We have three main treatment and rehabilitation programmes:

(a)(a)(a)(a) the Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient treatmentthe Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient treatmentthe Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient treatmentthe Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient treatment

programme, provided at Drug Addiction Treatment Centres for drug abusers convictedprogramme, provided at Drug Addiction Treatment Centres for drug abusers convictedprogramme, provided at Drug Addiction Treatment Centres for drug abusers convictedprogramme, provided at Drug Addiction Treatment Centres for drug abusers convicted

of offences punishable by imprisonment;of offences punishable by imprisonment;of offences punishable by imprisonment;of offences punishable by imprisonment;

(b)(b)(b)(b) a voluntary in-patient treatment programme operated by the Society for thea voluntary in-patient treatment programme operated by the Society for thea voluntary in-patient treatment programme operated by the Society for thea voluntary in-patient treatment programme operated by the Society for the

Aid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers (SARDA); andAid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers (SARDA); andAid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers (SARDA); andAid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers (SARDA); and

(c)(c)(c)(c) a voluntary out-patient Meta voluntary out-patient Meta voluntary out-patient Meta voluntary out-patient Methadone Treatment Programme managed by thehadone Treatment Programme managed by thehadone Treatment Programme managed by thehadone Treatment Programme managed by the

Department of Health.Department of Health.Department of Health.Department of Health.

At the end of June 1991, the total number of abusers undergoing treatment,At the end of June 1991, the total number of abusers undergoing treatment,At the end of June 1991, the total number of abusers undergoing treatment,At the end of June 1991, the total number of abusers undergoing treatment,

counselling or other aftercare services in these three programmes, was 12 695; ofcounselling or other aftercare services in these three programmes, was 12 695; ofcounselling or other aftercare services in these three programmes, was 12 695; ofcounselling or other aftercare services in these three programmes, was 12 695; of

these, about 7 500, or 60%, were part of the out-patient Methadone Treatment Programme.these, about 7 500, or 60%, were part of the out-patient Methadone Treatment Programme.these, about 7 500, or 60%, were part of the out-patient Methadone Treatment Programme.these, about 7 500, or 60%, were part of the out-patient Methadone Treatment Programme.

The other two in-patient programmes catered for about 2 500, or 20%, each.The other two in-patient programmes catered for about 2 500, or 20%, each.The other two in-patient programmes catered for about 2 500, or 20%, each.The other two in-patient programmes catered for about 2 500, or 20%, each.

Other, smaller scale programmes are operated by 13 other voluntary agencies,Other, smaller scale programmes are operated by 13 other voluntary agencies,Other, smaller scale programmes are operated by 13 other voluntary agencies,Other, smaller scale programmes are operated by 13 other voluntary agencies,

providing detoxification, medical treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare services.providing detoxification, medical treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare services.providing detoxification, medical treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare services.providing detoxification, medical treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare services.



All of these programmes combined cater for an estimated    2 600 drug abusers.All of these programmes combined cater for an estimated    2 600 drug abusers.All of these programmes combined cater for an estimated    2 600 drug abusers.All of these programmes combined cater for an estimated    2 600 drug abusers.

The three major programmes provide a different range of services and theirThe three major programmes provide a different range of services and theirThe three major programmes provide a different range of services and theirThe three major programmes provide a different range of services and their

effectiveness must, therefore, be measured in different ways.  We also need to beareffectiveness must, therefore, be measured in different ways.  We also need to beareffectiveness must, therefore, be measured in different ways.  We also need to beareffectiveness must, therefore, be measured in different ways.  We also need to bear

in mind that drug addiction is a chronic, relapsing condition.in mind that drug addiction is a chronic, relapsing condition.in mind that drug addiction is a chronic, relapsing condition.in mind that drug addiction is a chronic, relapsing condition.

The Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient programme providesThe Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient programme providesThe Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient programme providesThe Correctional Services Department's compulsory in-patient programme provides

detoxification treatment and counselling for a period of detention imposed by thedetoxification treatment and counselling for a period of detention imposed by thedetoxification treatment and counselling for a period of detention imposed by thedetoxification treatment and counselling for a period of detention imposed by the

courts and a one-year statutory aftercare period.  The objective is to persuade drugcourts and a one-year statutory aftercare period.  The objective is to persuade drugcourts and a one-year statutory aftercare period.  The objective is to persuade drugcourts and a one-year statutory aftercare period.  The objective is to persuade drug

abusers to say NO to drugs. Since it started in 1969 and up to the end of 1990, aabusers to say NO to drugs. Since it started in 1969 and up to the end of 1990, aabusers to say NO to drugs. Since it started in 1969 and up to the end of 1990, aabusers to say NO to drugs. Since it started in 1969 and up to the end of 1990, a

total of 35 792 males and 1 509 females completed treatment.  More than 70% of thetotal of 35 792 males and 1 509 females completed treatment.  More than 70% of thetotal of 35 792 males and 1 509 females completed treatment.  More than 70% of thetotal of 35 792 males and 1 509 females completed treatment.  More than 70% of the

males and 76% of the females did not relapse or were not re-convicted of any criminalmales and 76% of the females did not relapse or were not re-convicted of any criminalmales and 76% of the females did not relapse or were not re-convicted of any criminalmales and 76% of the females did not relapse or were not re-convicted of any criminal

offence during the one-year aftercare period.  Thereafter, they are not required tooffence during the one-year aftercare period.  Thereafter, they are not required tooffence during the one-year aftercare period.  Thereafter, they are not required tooffence during the one-year aftercare period.  Thereafter, they are not required to

report to anyone and, accordingly, no accurate statistics are available.  Many do,report to anyone and, accordingly, no accurate statistics are available.  Many do,report to anyone and, accordingly, no accurate statistics are available.  Many do,report to anyone and, accordingly, no accurate statistics are available.  Many do,

however, subsequently relapse.however, subsequently relapse.however, subsequently relapse.however, subsequently relapse.

The SARDA treatment programme is voluntary and, as such, is subject to a largeThe SARDA treatment programme is voluntary and, as such, is subject to a largeThe SARDA treatment programme is voluntary and, as such, is subject to a largeThe SARDA treatment programme is voluntary and, as such, is subject to a large

number of drop-outs; however, many subsequently seek re-admission and there are anumber of drop-outs; however, many subsequently seek re-admission and there are anumber of drop-outs; however, many subsequently seek re-admission and there are anumber of drop-outs; however, many subsequently seek re-admission and there are a

number of cases of multiple re-admissions. Out of 1 006 male and 63 female cases innumber of cases of multiple re-admissions. Out of 1 006 male and 63 female cases innumber of cases of multiple re-admissions. Out of 1 006 male and 63 female cases innumber of cases of multiple re-admissions. Out of 1 006 male and 63 female cases in

1990-91, 14% of the males and 37% of the females remained drug-free at the end of1990-91, 14% of the males and 37% of the females remained drug-free at the end of1990-91, 14% of the males and 37% of the females remained drug-free at the end of1990-91, 14% of the males and 37% of the females remained drug-free at the end of

a voluntary two-year treatment and aftercare period.a voluntary two-year treatment and aftercare period.a voluntary two-year treatment and aftercare period.a voluntary two-year treatment and aftercare period.

The Methadone Treatment Programme is primarily a maintenance programme, designedThe Methadone Treatment Programme is primarily a maintenance programme, designedThe Methadone Treatment Programme is primarily a maintenance programme, designedThe Methadone Treatment Programme is primarily a maintenance programme, designed

to block the craving for heroin, enabling the individual to maintain a relativelyto block the craving for heroin, enabling the individual to maintain a relativelyto block the craving for heroin, enabling the individual to maintain a relativelyto block the craving for heroin, enabling the individual to maintain a relatively

normal lifestyle and reducing the amount of drug-related crime.  Out of the 10 985normal lifestyle and reducing the amount of drug-related crime.  Out of the 10 985normal lifestyle and reducing the amount of drug-related crime.  Out of the 10 985normal lifestyle and reducing the amount of drug-related crime.  Out of the 10 985

patients registered with the programme, 8 004, or 73%, attended daily at the end ofpatients registered with the programme, 8 004, or 73%, attended daily at the end ofpatients registered with the programme, 8 004, or 73%, attended daily at the end ofpatients registered with the programme, 8 004, or 73%, attended daily at the end of

last year.last year.last year.last year.

Since the inception of thSince the inception of thSince the inception of thSince the inception of the Methadone Treatment Programme in 1974, we havee Methadone Treatment Programme in 1974, we havee Methadone Treatment Programme in 1974, we havee Methadone Treatment Programme in 1974, we have

regularly monitored its effectiveness.  We have also carried out some larger scaleregularly monitored its effectiveness.  We have also carried out some larger scaleregularly monitored its effectiveness.  We have also carried out some larger scaleregularly monitored its effectiveness.  We have also carried out some larger scale

evaluations:evaluations:evaluations:evaluations:

(a)(a)(a)(a) A comprehensive review of the programme in 1978 recommended severalA comprehensive review of the programme in 1978 recommended severalA comprehensive review of the programme in 1978 recommended severalA comprehensive review of the programme in 1978 recommended several

operational improvements, including the provision of both detoxification andoperational improvements, including the provision of both detoxification andoperational improvements, including the provision of both detoxification andoperational improvements, including the provision of both detoxification and

maintenance services within each clinic (they had previously been provided inmaintenance services within each clinic (they had previously been provided inmaintenance services within each clinic (they had previously been provided inmaintenance services within each clinic (they had previously been provided in

separate clinics), streamlining of the manning scales and improved monitoring of theseparate clinics), streamlining of the manning scales and improved monitoring of theseparate clinics), streamlining of the manning scales and improved monitoring of theseparate clinics), streamlining of the manning scales and improved monitoring of the

progress of each patient.  These recommendations were implemented.progress of each patient.  These recommendations were implemented.progress of each patient.  These recommendations were implemented.progress of each patient.  These recommendations were implemented.

(b)(b)(b)(b) From 1980 to 1985, a drug treatment specialist was appointed as an adviserFrom 1980 to 1985, a drug treatment specialist was appointed as an adviserFrom 1980 to 1985, a drug treatment specialist was appointed as an adviserFrom 1980 to 1985, a drug treatment specialist was appointed as an adviser



to the then Director of Medical and Health Services, and made further recommendationsto the then Director of Medical and Health Services, and made further recommendationsto the then Director of Medical and Health Services, and made further recommendationsto the then Director of Medical and Health Services, and made further recommendations

for streamlining the operation of the programme. These were also implemented.for streamlining the operation of the programme. These were also implemented.for streamlining the operation of the programme. These were also implemented.for streamlining the operation of the programme. These were also implemented.

(c)(c)(c)(c) A more recent evaluation was carried out in 1990.  This reaffirmed theA more recent evaluation was carried out in 1990.  This reaffirmed theA more recent evaluation was carried out in 1990.  This reaffirmed theA more recent evaluation was carried out in 1990.  This reaffirmed the

anti-crime function of the Programme, and also its importance in reducing intravenousanti-crime function of the Programme, and also its importance in reducing intravenousanti-crime function of the Programme, and also its importance in reducing intravenousanti-crime function of the Programme, and also its importance in reducing intravenous

drug use and needle-sharing and, therefore, its role in the prevention of AIDS.drug use and needle-sharing and, therefore, its role in the prevention of AIDS.drug use and needle-sharing and, therefore, its role in the prevention of AIDS.drug use and needle-sharing and, therefore, its role in the prevention of AIDS.

The DirecThe DirecThe DirecThe Director of Audit in his report to the Legislative Council on 20 Novembertor of Audit in his report to the Legislative Council on 20 Novembertor of Audit in his report to the Legislative Council on 20 Novembertor of Audit in his report to the Legislative Council on 20 November

1991 reviewed the cost-effectiveness of the programme and recommended that the1991 reviewed the cost-effectiveness of the programme and recommended that the1991 reviewed the cost-effectiveness of the programme and recommended that the1991 reviewed the cost-effectiveness of the programme and recommended that the

Government review its objectives and the number and geographical distribution of theGovernment review its objectives and the number and geographical distribution of theGovernment review its objectives and the number and geographical distribution of theGovernment review its objectives and the number and geographical distribution of the

clinics, so as to ensure their optimal use. The Commissioner for Narcotics has sinceclinics, so as to ensure their optimal use. The Commissioner for Narcotics has sinceclinics, so as to ensure their optimal use. The Commissioner for Narcotics has sinceclinics, so as to ensure their optimal use. The Commissioner for Narcotics has since

formed a review group to look into these two recommendations.formed a review group to look into these two recommendations.formed a review group to look into these two recommendations.formed a review group to look into these two recommendations.

Lotteries ticket sale outletsLotteries ticket sale outletsLotteries ticket sale outletsLotteries ticket sale outlets

5.5.5.5. MR HUI YIN-FAT asked: In view of recent reports that under-aged persons can easilyMR HUI YIN-FAT asked: In view of recent reports that under-aged persons can easilyMR HUI YIN-FAT asked: In view of recent reports that under-aged persons can easilyMR HUI YIN-FAT asked: In view of recent reports that under-aged persons can easily

buy lotteries tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL Shops, will the Administration informbuy lotteries tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL Shops, will the Administration informbuy lotteries tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL Shops, will the Administration informbuy lotteries tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL Shops, will the Administration inform

this Council whether investigation has been carried out into the situation and whatthis Council whether investigation has been carried out into the situation and whatthis Council whether investigation has been carried out into the situation and whatthis Council whether investigation has been carried out into the situation and what

remedy has been worked out; and whether further extension of the sale of lotteriesremedy has been worked out; and whether further extension of the sale of lotteriesremedy has been worked out; and whether further extension of the sale of lotteriesremedy has been worked out; and whether further extension of the sale of lotteries

tickets will be considered in the near future especially in the light of the saidtickets will be considered in the near future especially in the light of the saidtickets will be considered in the near future especially in the light of the saidtickets will be considered in the near future especially in the light of the said

reports?reports?reports?reports?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, before I answer the HonourableSECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, before I answer the HonourableSECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, before I answer the HonourableSECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, before I answer the Honourable

Member's questions, I would like to state the Government's policy on gambling andMember's questions, I would like to state the Government's policy on gambling andMember's questions, I would like to state the Government's policy on gambling andMember's questions, I would like to state the Government's policy on gambling and

explain the background to the trial currently underway on the sale of Mark Six ticketsexplain the background to the trial currently underway on the sale of Mark Six ticketsexplain the background to the trial currently underway on the sale of Mark Six ticketsexplain the background to the trial currently underway on the sale of Mark Six tickets

in CSL shops.in CSL shops.in CSL shops.in CSL shops.

The Government's policy has always been to restrict opportunities for gamblingThe Government's policy has always been to restrict opportunities for gamblingThe Government's policy has always been to restrict opportunities for gamblingThe Government's policy has always been to restrict opportunities for gambling

but to allow controlled outlets for such gambling activities as exist so as to counterbut to allow controlled outlets for such gambling activities as exist so as to counterbut to allow controlled outlets for such gambling activities as exist so as to counterbut to allow controlled outlets for such gambling activities as exist so as to counter

illegal gambling.  The Mark Six Lottery was introduced in l975 specifically to combatillegal gambling.  The Mark Six Lottery was introduced in l975 specifically to combatillegal gambling.  The Mark Six Lottery was introduced in l975 specifically to combatillegal gambling.  The Mark Six Lottery was introduced in l975 specifically to combat

Tse Fa and other forms of illegal lottery which were then prevalent.  Over the yearsTse Fa and other forms of illegal lottery which were then prevalent.  Over the yearsTse Fa and other forms of illegal lottery which were then prevalent.  Over the yearsTse Fa and other forms of illegal lottery which were then prevalent.  Over the years

since, the lottery has been modified to ensure that it remains an effective weaponsince, the lottery has been modified to ensure that it remains an effective weaponsince, the lottery has been modified to ensure that it remains an effective weaponsince, the lottery has been modified to ensure that it remains an effective weapon

against these illegal activities.against these illegal activities.against these illegal activities.against these illegal activities.

In March l990, the Lotteries Board submitted a proposal to expand the sale networkIn March l990, the Lotteries Board submitted a proposal to expand the sale networkIn March l990, the Lotteries Board submitted a proposal to expand the sale networkIn March l990, the Lotteries Board submitted a proposal to expand the sale network

of the Mark Six tickets to convenience stores and supermarkets as part of the constantof the Mark Six tickets to convenience stores and supermarkets as part of the constantof the Mark Six tickets to convenience stores and supermarkets as part of the constantof the Mark Six tickets to convenience stores and supermarkets as part of the constant



effort to maintain the viability of the lottery.  However, because of a negativeeffort to maintain the viability of the lottery.  However, because of a negativeeffort to maintain the viability of the lottery.  However, because of a negativeeffort to maintain the viability of the lottery.  However, because of a negative

reaction to the scheme among certain sectors of the public, the Board subsequentlyreaction to the scheme among certain sectors of the public, the Board subsequentlyreaction to the scheme among certain sectors of the public, the Board subsequentlyreaction to the scheme among certain sectors of the public, the Board subsequently

decided to revise the proposal and asked to be allowed to conduct a trial of the saledecided to revise the proposal and asked to be allowed to conduct a trial of the saledecided to revise the proposal and asked to be allowed to conduct a trial of the saledecided to revise the proposal and asked to be allowed to conduct a trial of the sale

of Mark Six tickets through a small number of CSL shops.  Approval was given to thisof Mark Six tickets through a small number of CSL shops.  Approval was given to thisof Mark Six tickets through a small number of CSL shops.  Approval was given to thisof Mark Six tickets through a small number of CSL shops.  Approval was given to this

proposal in May l99l, on condition that the trial was only to be conducted for a periodproposal in May l99l, on condition that the trial was only to be conducted for a periodproposal in May l99l, on condition that the trial was only to be conducted for a periodproposal in May l99l, on condition that the trial was only to be conducted for a period

of not more than six months and that public consultation would be carried out beforeof not more than six months and that public consultation would be carried out beforeof not more than six months and that public consultation would be carried out beforeof not more than six months and that public consultation would be carried out before

any decision is taken on the further extension of sales outlets.any decision is taken on the further extension of sales outlets.any decision is taken on the further extension of sales outlets.any decision is taken on the further extension of sales outlets.

Turning to reports that a newspaper's investigation showed that teenagers wereTurning to reports that a newspaper's investigation showed that teenagers wereTurning to reports that a newspaper's investigation showed that teenagers wereTurning to reports that a newspaper's investigation showed that teenagers were

able to buy Mark Six tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL shops : this has come as noable to buy Mark Six tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL shops : this has come as noable to buy Mark Six tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL shops : this has come as noable to buy Mark Six tickets at Hong Kong Telecom CSL shops : this has come as no

surprise.  One of the main reasons approval was given to the trial was to allow thesurprise.  One of the main reasons approval was given to the trial was to allow thesurprise.  One of the main reasons approval was given to the trial was to allow thesurprise.  One of the main reasons approval was given to the trial was to allow the

Government, the Lotteries Board and the public to assess the advantages andGovernment, the Lotteries Board and the public to assess the advantages andGovernment, the Lotteries Board and the public to assess the advantages andGovernment, the Lotteries Board and the public to assess the advantages and

limitations of making Mark Six tickets more accessible.  It is essential that alllimitations of making Mark Six tickets more accessible.  It is essential that alllimitations of making Mark Six tickets more accessible.  It is essential that alllimitations of making Mark Six tickets more accessible.  It is essential that all

of the arrangements for the sale of Mark Six tickets should be tested during thisof the arrangements for the sale of Mark Six tickets should be tested during thisof the arrangements for the sale of Mark Six tickets should be tested during thisof the arrangements for the sale of Mark Six tickets should be tested during this

period.period.period.period.

In this casIn this casIn this casIn this case, the newspaper clearly wished to test the effectiveness of thee, the newspaper clearly wished to test the effectiveness of thee, the newspaper clearly wished to test the effectiveness of thee, the newspaper clearly wished to test the effectiveness of the

controls over sale of tickets to teenagers.  The results show that this aspect ofcontrols over sale of tickets to teenagers.  The results show that this aspect ofcontrols over sale of tickets to teenagers.  The results show that this aspect ofcontrols over sale of tickets to teenagers.  The results show that this aspect of

the scheme may need review.  However, to balance the picture, it must be rememberedthe scheme may need review.  However, to balance the picture, it must be rememberedthe scheme may need review.  However, to balance the picture, it must be rememberedthe scheme may need review.  However, to balance the picture, it must be remembered

that the reports refer to only a very small number of teenagers, who appear to havethat the reports refer to only a very small number of teenagers, who appear to havethat the reports refer to only a very small number of teenagers, who appear to havethat the reports refer to only a very small number of teenagers, who appear to have

been encouraged to buy the Mark Six tickets from the CSL shops deliberately to testbeen encouraged to buy the Mark Six tickets from the CSL shops deliberately to testbeen encouraged to buy the Mark Six tickets from the CSL shops deliberately to testbeen encouraged to buy the Mark Six tickets from the CSL shops deliberately to test

the control system.the control system.the control system.the control system.

The Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, who act as agent for the Lotteries Board, andThe Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, who act as agent for the Lotteries Board, andThe Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, who act as agent for the Lotteries Board, andThe Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, who act as agent for the Lotteries Board, and

Hong Kong Telecom CSL Company Limited have studied the reports very carefully.  TheyHong Kong Telecom CSL Company Limited have studied the reports very carefully.  TheyHong Kong Telecom CSL Company Limited have studied the reports very carefully.  TheyHong Kong Telecom CSL Company Limited have studied the reports very carefully.  They

have reviewed existing arrangements to the control of the sale of Mark Six ticketshave reviewed existing arrangements to the control of the sale of Mark Six ticketshave reviewed existing arrangements to the control of the sale of Mark Six ticketshave reviewed existing arrangements to the control of the sale of Mark Six tickets

to teenagers.  They are satisfied that with minor adjustments, these are sufficientto teenagers.  They are satisfied that with minor adjustments, these are sufficientto teenagers.  They are satisfied that with minor adjustments, these are sufficientto teenagers.  They are satisfied that with minor adjustments, these are sufficient

to ensure that all but the most determined teenagers will be unable to purchase Markto ensure that all but the most determined teenagers will be unable to purchase Markto ensure that all but the most determined teenagers will be unable to purchase Markto ensure that all but the most determined teenagers will be unable to purchase Mark

Six tickets through CSL shops.Six tickets through CSL shops.Six tickets through CSL shops.Six tickets through CSL shops.

Finally, I must repeat that the Government is committed to a review of the trialFinally, I must repeat that the Government is committed to a review of the trialFinally, I must repeat that the Government is committed to a review of the trialFinally, I must repeat that the Government is committed to a review of the trial

scheme when it ends in April l992.  In preparation for this review a public opinionscheme when it ends in April l992.  In preparation for this review a public opinionscheme when it ends in April l992.  In preparation for this review a public opinionscheme when it ends in April l992.  In preparation for this review a public opinion

survey has been commissioned to try to elicit views on the trial.  This information,survey has been commissioned to try to elicit views on the trial.  This information,survey has been commissioned to try to elicit views on the trial.  This information,survey has been commissioned to try to elicit views on the trial.  This information,

together with comments to be solicited from district boards, written submissions andtogether with comments to be solicited from district boards, written submissions andtogether with comments to be solicited from district boards, written submissions andtogether with comments to be solicited from district boards, written submissions and

any other relevant information will be taken into account in reaching a decision onany other relevant information will be taken into account in reaching a decision onany other relevant information will be taken into account in reaching a decision onany other relevant information will be taken into account in reaching a decision on

the future of the scheme.the future of the scheme.the future of the scheme.the future of the scheme.



Chek Lap Kok airport reclamationChek Lap Kok airport reclamationChek Lap Kok airport reclamationChek Lap Kok airport reclamation

6.6.6.6. DR SAMUEL WONG asked: In view of recent reports about the revised method forDR SAMUEL WONG asked: In view of recent reports about the revised method forDR SAMUEL WONG asked: In view of recent reports about the revised method forDR SAMUEL WONG asked: In view of recent reports about the revised method for

reclamation for the Chek Lap Kok airport, will the Government inform this Council:reclamation for the Chek Lap Kok airport, will the Government inform this Council:reclamation for the Chek Lap Kok airport, will the Government inform this Council:reclamation for the Chek Lap Kok airport, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) what is the costwhat is the costwhat is the costwhat is the cost difference between the original and revised methods of difference between the original and revised methods of difference between the original and revised methods of difference between the original and revised methods of

reclamation; andreclamation; andreclamation; andreclamation; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) what is the environmental impact on coastal waters in the handling of thewhat is the environmental impact on coastal waters in the handling of thewhat is the environmental impact on coastal waters in the handling of thewhat is the environmental impact on coastal waters in the handling of the

dredged marine mud?dredged marine mud?dredged marine mud?dredged marine mud?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is necessary for me to reply at someSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is necessary for me to reply at someSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is necessary for me to reply at someSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is necessary for me to reply at some

length to the question in order for my explanation to be complete and unambiguous.length to the question in order for my explanation to be complete and unambiguous.length to the question in order for my explanation to be complete and unambiguous.length to the question in order for my explanation to be complete and unambiguous.

When it was first proposed to build the new airport at Chek Lap Kok more thanWhen it was first proposed to build the new airport at Chek Lap Kok more thanWhen it was first proposed to build the new airport at Chek Lap Kok more thanWhen it was first proposed to build the new airport at Chek Lap Kok more than

10 years ago, the site formation was to be carried out on the basis of a "drained"10 years ago, the site formation was to be carried out on the basis of a "drained"10 years ago, the site formation was to be carried out on the basis of a "drained"10 years ago, the site formation was to be carried out on the basis of a "drained"

reclamation.  That is to say, the thick layer of soft clay on the seabed was to bereclamation.  That is to say, the thick layer of soft clay on the seabed was to bereclamation.  That is to say, the thick layer of soft clay on the seabed was to bereclamation.  That is to say, the thick layer of soft clay on the seabed was to be

left in place and consolidated by means of the installation of vertical drains.  Thisleft in place and consolidated by means of the installation of vertical drains.  Thisleft in place and consolidated by means of the installation of vertical drains.  Thisleft in place and consolidated by means of the installation of vertical drains.  This

method for the construction of the site formation works was well known, and a trialmethod for the construction of the site formation works was well known, and a trialmethod for the construction of the site formation works was well known, and a trialmethod for the construction of the site formation works was well known, and a trial

reclamation produced information for design purposes.reclamation produced information for design purposes.reclamation produced information for design purposes.reclamation produced information for design purposes.

The consultants, selected on a competitive basis for the Masterplan Consultancy,The consultants, selected on a competitive basis for the Masterplan Consultancy,The consultants, selected on a competitive basis for the Masterplan Consultancy,The consultants, selected on a competitive basis for the Masterplan Consultancy,

proposed an alternative engineering approach and this was subsequently accepted byproposed an alternative engineering approach and this was subsequently accepted byproposed an alternative engineering approach and this was subsequently accepted byproposed an alternative engineering approach and this was subsequently accepted by

the Provisional Airport Authority.  By removing the marine mud over the area to bethe Provisional Airport Authority.  By removing the marine mud over the area to bethe Provisional Airport Authority.  By removing the marine mud over the area to bethe Provisional Airport Authority.  By removing the marine mud over the area to be

reclaimed, and replacing it with suitable material, the uncertainty of  settlementreclaimed, and replacing it with suitable material, the uncertainty of  settlementreclaimed, and replacing it with suitable material, the uncertainty of  settlementreclaimed, and replacing it with suitable material, the uncertainty of  settlement

could be minimized.  The consultants' estimate showed that reclamation costs forcould be minimized.  The consultants' estimate showed that reclamation costs forcould be minimized.  The consultants' estimate showed that reclamation costs forcould be minimized.  The consultants' estimate showed that reclamation costs for

removing the mud or leaving it in place would be similar.  The  significant advantageremoving the mud or leaving it in place would be similar.  The  significant advantageremoving the mud or leaving it in place would be similar.  The  significant advantageremoving the mud or leaving it in place would be similar.  The  significant advantage

was that programme constraints arising from the time needed for the mud to drain andwas that programme constraints arising from the time needed for the mud to drain andwas that programme constraints arising from the time needed for the mud to drain andwas that programme constraints arising from the time needed for the mud to drain and

consolidate could be avoided.  The mud removal approach was therefore adopted.consolidate could be avoided.  The mud removal approach was therefore adopted.consolidate could be avoided.  The mud removal approach was therefore adopted.consolidate could be avoided.  The mud removal approach was therefore adopted.

At the airport site, a comprehensive environmental impact assAt the airport site, a comprehensive environmental impact assAt the airport site, a comprehensive environmental impact assAt the airport site, a comprehensive environmental impact assessment indicatesessment indicatesessment indicatesessment indicates

that the environmental impact of the mud dredging will be acceptable under controlledthat the environmental impact of the mud dredging will be acceptable under controlledthat the environmental impact of the mud dredging will be acceptable under controlledthat the environmental impact of the mud dredging will be acceptable under controlled

dredging conditions.  The situation will be monitored throughout construction.  Thedredging conditions.  The situation will be monitored throughout construction.  Thedredging conditions.  The situation will be monitored throughout construction.  Thedredging conditions.  The situation will be monitored throughout construction.  The

chosen contractors plant and methods of working will have been carefully specifiedchosen contractors plant and methods of working will have been carefully specifiedchosen contractors plant and methods of working will have been carefully specifiedchosen contractors plant and methods of working will have been carefully specified

and agreed before commencement.  Modifications in the light of actual workingand agreed before commencement.  Modifications in the light of actual workingand agreed before commencement.  Modifications in the light of actual workingand agreed before commencement.  Modifications in the light of actual working

conditions will be implemented if necessary to ensure that the environmental impactconditions will be implemented if necessary to ensure that the environmental impactconditions will be implemented if necessary to ensure that the environmental impactconditions will be implemented if necessary to ensure that the environmental impact

from dredging is contained within an acceptable level.from dredging is contained within an acceptable level.from dredging is contained within an acceptable level.from dredging is contained within an acceptable level.



The location of the gaThe location of the gaThe location of the gaThe location of the gazetted marine dumping ground south of Cheung Chau was chosenzetted marine dumping ground south of Cheung Chau was chosenzetted marine dumping ground south of Cheung Chau was chosenzetted marine dumping ground south of Cheung Chau was chosen

for its distance from sensitive areas and because it was close to the oceanic currentsfor its distance from sensitive areas and because it was close to the oceanic currentsfor its distance from sensitive areas and because it was close to the oceanic currentsfor its distance from sensitive areas and because it was close to the oceanic currents

which pass to the immediate south of Hong Kong.  The dumping ground has been usedwhich pass to the immediate south of Hong Kong.  The dumping ground has been usedwhich pass to the immediate south of Hong Kong.  The dumping ground has been usedwhich pass to the immediate south of Hong Kong.  The dumping ground has been used

for the disposal of mud for many years, and none of the mud from the airport sitefor the disposal of mud for many years, and none of the mud from the airport sitefor the disposal of mud for many years, and none of the mud from the airport sitefor the disposal of mud for many years, and none of the mud from the airport site

is contaminated with heavy metals.  Since the volume and rate of disposal from theis contaminated with heavy metals.  Since the volume and rate of disposal from theis contaminated with heavy metals.  Since the volume and rate of disposal from theis contaminated with heavy metals.  Since the volume and rate of disposal from the

airport dredging will exceed previous disposal rates at the dumping ground, thisairport dredging will exceed previous disposal rates at the dumping ground, thisairport dredging will exceed previous disposal rates at the dumping ground, thisairport dredging will exceed previous disposal rates at the dumping ground, this

aspect is receiving careful study and will be monitored as work proceeds.aspect is receiving careful study and will be monitored as work proceeds.aspect is receiving careful study and will be monitored as work proceeds.aspect is receiving careful study and will be monitored as work proceeds.

Hong Kong Bill of Rights OrdinanceHong Kong Bill of Rights OrdinanceHong Kong Bill of Rights OrdinanceHong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance

7.7.7.7. MR JAMES TO asked: In view of the enactment of the Hong Kong Bill of RightsMR JAMES TO asked: In view of the enactment of the Hong Kong Bill of RightsMR JAMES TO asked: In view of the enactment of the Hong Kong Bill of RightsMR JAMES TO asked: In view of the enactment of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights

Ordinance (BOR) in June 1991, will the Government inform this Council:Ordinance (BOR) in June 1991, will the Government inform this Council:Ordinance (BOR) in June 1991, will the Government inform this Council:Ordinance (BOR) in June 1991, will the Government inform this Council:

(i)(i)(i)(i) of the existing establisof the existing establisof the existing establisof the existing establishment, strength and vacancy position, by number andhment, strength and vacancy position, by number andhment, strength and vacancy position, by number andhment, strength and vacancy position, by number and

rank, of professional and general staff deployed in the Legal Department to deal withrank, of professional and general staff deployed in the Legal Department to deal withrank, of professional and general staff deployed in the Legal Department to deal withrank, of professional and general staff deployed in the Legal Department to deal with

the work relating to the BOR;the work relating to the BOR;the work relating to the BOR;the work relating to the BOR;

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) what recruitment plans, if any, the Legal Department has to fill thewhat recruitment plans, if any, the Legal Department has to fill thewhat recruitment plans, if any, the Legal Department has to fill thewhat recruitment plans, if any, the Legal Department has to fill the

existing and future vacancies relating to work in connection with the BOR;existing and future vacancies relating to work in connection with the BOR;existing and future vacancies relating to work in connection with the BOR;existing and future vacancies relating to work in connection with the BOR;

(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) how the Government will ensure that the manpower provided is commensuratehow the Government will ensure that the manpower provided is commensuratehow the Government will ensure that the manpower provided is commensuratehow the Government will ensure that the manpower provided is commensurate

with the workload?with the workload?with the workload?with the workload?

ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President,ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President,ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President,ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr Deputy President,

(i)(i)(i)(i) Whilst all Counsel in the Legal Department mWhilst all Counsel in the Legal Department mWhilst all Counsel in the Legal Department mWhilst all Counsel in the Legal Department may have to deal with legal issuesay have to deal with legal issuesay have to deal with legal issuesay have to deal with legal issues

relating to the Bill of Rights from time to time, two units have been set up withinrelating to the Bill of Rights from time to time, two units have been set up withinrelating to the Bill of Rights from time to time, two units have been set up withinrelating to the Bill of Rights from time to time, two units have been set up within

the Department specifically to handle Bill of Rights work.  They are in the Legalthe Department specifically to handle Bill of Rights work.  They are in the Legalthe Department specifically to handle Bill of Rights work.  They are in the Legalthe Department specifically to handle Bill of Rights work.  They are in the Legal

Policy Division and the Prosecutions Division.  The unit in the former is supervisedPolicy Division and the Prosecutions Division.  The unit in the former is supervisedPolicy Division and the Prosecutions Division.  The unit in the former is supervisedPolicy Division and the Prosecutions Division.  The unit in the former is supervised

by the Deputy Solicitor General and that in the latter by a Deputy Crown Prosecutor.by the Deputy Solicitor General and that in the latter by a Deputy Crown Prosecutor.by the Deputy Solicitor General and that in the latter by a Deputy Crown Prosecutor.by the Deputy Solicitor General and that in the latter by a Deputy Crown Prosecutor.

Positions in these two units are filled by redeployment of existing resources asPositions in these two units are filled by redeployment of existing resources asPositions in these two units are filled by redeployment of existing resources asPositions in these two units are filled by redeployment of existing resources as

additional posts have not been created for them in the Department's establishment.additional posts have not been created for them in the Department's establishment.additional posts have not been created for them in the Department's establishment.additional posts have not been created for them in the Department's establishment.

The current deployment is set out below:The current deployment is set out below:The current deployment is set out below:The current deployment is set out below:

(a)(a)(a)(a) Bill of Rights Unit in the Legal Policy DivisionBill of Rights Unit in the Legal Policy DivisionBill of Rights Unit in the Legal Policy DivisionBill of Rights Unit in the Legal Policy Division



1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)

2 Senior Crown Counsel (note 2)2 Senior Crown Counsel (note 2)2 Senior Crown Counsel (note 2)2 Senior Crown Counsel (note 2)

1 Crown Counsel (note 3)1 Crown Counsel (note 3)1 Crown Counsel (note 3)1 Crown Counsel (note 3)

1 Personal Secretary I1 Personal Secretary I1 Personal Secretary I1 Personal Secretary I                                             

1 Personal Secretary II1 Personal Secretary II1 Personal Secretary II1 Personal Secretary II

(b)(b)(b)(b) Bill of Rights Unit in the Prosecutions DivisionBill of Rights Unit in the Prosecutions DivisionBill of Rights Unit in the Prosecutions DivisionBill of Rights Unit in the Prosecutions Division

1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)1 Deputy Principal Crown Counsel (note 1)

3 Senior Crown Counsel3 Senior Crown Counsel3 Senior Crown Counsel3 Senior Crown Counsel

1 Personal Secretary I1 Personal Secretary I1 Personal Secretary I1 Personal Secretary I

1 Personal Secretary II1 Personal Secretary II1 Personal Secretary II1 Personal Secretary II

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) Positions in the Bill of Rights unitPositions in the Bill of Rights unitPositions in the Bill of Rights unitPositions in the Bill of Rights units are normally filled by internals are normally filled by internals are normally filled by internals are normally filled by internal

deployment.  If vacancies arise in the Department as a result, they will be filleddeployment.  If vacancies arise in the Department as a result, they will be filleddeployment.  If vacancies arise in the Department as a result, they will be filleddeployment.  If vacancies arise in the Department as a result, they will be filled

by regular recruitment exercises in accordance with usual practice.by regular recruitment exercises in accordance with usual practice.by regular recruitment exercises in accordance with usual practice.by regular recruitment exercises in accordance with usual practice.

(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) The Legal Department will ensure that adequate staff is deployeThe Legal Department will ensure that adequate staff is deployeThe Legal Department will ensure that adequate staff is deployeThe Legal Department will ensure that adequate staff is deployed to meetd to meetd to meetd to meet

the workload generated by the Bill of Rights.the workload generated by the Bill of Rights.the workload generated by the Bill of Rights.the workload generated by the Bill of Rights.

note 1:note 1:note 1:note 1: These posts are currently being filled by Senior Crown Counsel on an actingThese posts are currently being filled by Senior Crown Counsel on an actingThese posts are currently being filled by Senior Crown Counsel on an actingThese posts are currently being filled by Senior Crown Counsel on an acting

basis.  The appointment of officers at substantive Deputy Principal Crown Counselbasis.  The appointment of officers at substantive Deputy Principal Crown Counselbasis.  The appointment of officers at substantive Deputy Principal Crown Counselbasis.  The appointment of officers at substantive Deputy Principal Crown Counsel

rank is in process.rank is in process.rank is in process.rank is in process.

note 2:note 2:note 2:note 2: In aIn aIn aIn addition, one Senior Crown Counsel is on a one-year secondment with theddition, one Senior Crown Counsel is on a one-year secondment with theddition, one Senior Crown Counsel is on a one-year secondment with theddition, one Senior Crown Counsel is on a one-year secondment with the

Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations in Geneva.  He is due to return to HongCentre for Human Rights of the United Nations in Geneva.  He is due to return to HongCentre for Human Rights of the United Nations in Geneva.  He is due to return to HongCentre for Human Rights of the United Nations in Geneva.  He is due to return to Hong

Kong this summer and will   join the unit.Kong this summer and will   join the unit.Kong this summer and will   join the unit.Kong this summer and will   join the unit.

note 3: note 3: note 3: note 3: The Crown Counsel is currently doubling up as The Crown Counsel is currently doubling up as The Crown Counsel is currently doubling up as The Crown Counsel is currently doubling up as Senior Crown Counsel inSenior Crown Counsel inSenior Crown Counsel inSenior Crown Counsel in

the unit.the unit.the unit.the unit.

School fund-raising activitiesSchool fund-raising activitiesSchool fund-raising activitiesSchool fund-raising activities

8.8.8.8. MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) of the government policy on school fund-raising activities and the criteriaof the government policy on school fund-raising activities and the criteriaof the government policy on school fund-raising activities and the criteriaof the government policy on school fund-raising activities and the criteria



used in approving applications for such activities;used in approving applications for such activities;used in approving applications for such activities;used in approving applications for such activities;

(b)(b)(b)(b) how many applications in relation to school fund-raising activities werehow many applications in relation to school fund-raising activities werehow many applications in relation to school fund-raising activities werehow many applications in relation to school fund-raising activities were

received in each of the past three years and how many of them were successful orreceived in each of the past three years and how many of them were successful orreceived in each of the past three years and how many of them were successful orreceived in each of the past three years and how many of them were successful or

unsuccessful;unsuccessful;unsuccessful;unsuccessful;

(c)(c)(c)(c) what procedures are used by the Government to monitor the properwhat procedures are used by the Government to monitor the properwhat procedures are used by the Government to monitor the properwhat procedures are used by the Government to monitor the proper use of these use of these use of these use of these

funds for their specified purposes;funds for their specified purposes;funds for their specified purposes;funds for their specified purposes;

(d)(d)(d)(d) how many complaints, if any, in connection with school fund-raisinghow many complaints, if any, in connection with school fund-raisinghow many complaints, if any, in connection with school fund-raisinghow many complaints, if any, in connection with school fund-raising

activities were received by the Government in each of the past three years; whetheractivities were received by the Government in each of the past three years; whetheractivities were received by the Government in each of the past three years; whetheractivities were received by the Government in each of the past three years; whether

any investigations into these complaints were conducted; and if so, what the outcomeany investigations into these complaints were conducted; and if so, what the outcomeany investigations into these complaints were conducted; and if so, what the outcomeany investigations into these complaints were conducted; and if so, what the outcome

was; andwas; andwas; andwas; and

(e)(e)(e)(e) whether the procedures for monitoring school fund-raising activities wouldwhether the procedures for monitoring school fund-raising activities wouldwhether the procedures for monitoring school fund-raising activities wouldwhether the procedures for monitoring school fund-raising activities would

be reviewed with a view to ensuring that funds thus raised are used for their specifiedbe reviewed with a view to ensuring that funds thus raised are used for their specifiedbe reviewed with a view to ensuring that funds thus raised are used for their specifiedbe reviewed with a view to ensuring that funds thus raised are used for their specified

purposes?purposes?purposes?purposes?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG'sSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG'sSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG'sSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG's

questions are as follows:questions are as follows:questions are as follows:questions are as follows:

(a)(a)(a)(a) Under present policy, school fund-raising activities are permitted, subjectUnder present policy, school fund-raising activities are permitted, subjectUnder present policy, school fund-raising activities are permitted, subjectUnder present policy, school fund-raising activities are permitted, subject

to approval in each case by the Director of Education. The Director will only approveto approval in each case by the Director of Education. The Director will only approveto approval in each case by the Director of Education. The Director will only approveto approval in each case by the Director of Education. The Director will only approve

such applications if, in his view, the fund-raising activity is for bona-fide schoolsuch applications if, in his view, the fund-raising activity is for bona-fide schoolsuch applications if, in his view, the fund-raising activity is for bona-fide schoolsuch applications if, in his view, the fund-raising activity is for bona-fide school

purposes or is of a charitable nature. Additionally, fund-raising activities bypurposes or is of a charitable nature. Additionally, fund-raising activities bypurposes or is of a charitable nature. Additionally, fund-raising activities bypurposes or is of a charitable nature. Additionally, fund-raising activities by

schools involving the collection of money in public places are subject to an annualschools involving the collection of money in public places are subject to an annualschools involving the collection of money in public places are subject to an annualschools involving the collection of money in public places are subject to an annual

quota through the issuance of a Public Subscription Permit administered by thequota through the issuance of a Public Subscription Permit administered by thequota through the issuance of a Public Subscription Permit administered by thequota through the issuance of a Public Subscription Permit administered by the

Director of Social Welfare.  Fund-raising activities involving public entertainmentDirector of Social Welfare.  Fund-raising activities involving public entertainmentDirector of Social Welfare.  Fund-raising activities involving public entertainmentDirector of Social Welfare.  Fund-raising activities involving public entertainment

require separate approval by the relevant authorities.require separate approval by the relevant authorities.require separate approval by the relevant authorities.require separate approval by the relevant authorities.

(b)(b)(b)(b) The number of applications for fund-raising actiThe number of applications for fund-raising actiThe number of applications for fund-raising actiThe number of applications for fund-raising activities in schools in eachvities in schools in eachvities in schools in eachvities in schools in each

of the past three years was -of the past three years was -of the past three years was -of the past three years was -

1989198919891989 1990199019901990 1991199119911991

121121121121 119119119119 170170170170



All but three of the applications were successful.All but three of the applications were successful.All but three of the applications were successful.All but three of the applications were successful.

(c)(c)(c)(c) To facilitate monitoring of the use of the funds for their specified purposes,To facilitate monitoring of the use of the funds for their specified purposes,To facilitate monitoring of the use of the funds for their specified purposes,To facilitate monitoring of the use of the funds for their specified purposes,

the school is required to submit a financial statement to the District Educationthe school is required to submit a financial statement to the District Educationthe school is required to submit a financial statement to the District Educationthe school is required to submit a financial statement to the District Education

Officer concerned for examination within two months following each fund-raisingOfficer concerned for examination within two months following each fund-raisingOfficer concerned for examination within two months following each fund-raisingOfficer concerned for examination within two months following each fund-raising

activity.  Where collections are organized for approved school purposes, funds soactivity.  Where collections are organized for approved school purposes, funds soactivity.  Where collections are organized for approved school purposes, funds soactivity.  Where collections are organized for approved school purposes, funds so

collected, as well as all expenditure, must be properly reflected in the school'scollected, as well as all expenditure, must be properly reflected in the school'scollected, as well as all expenditure, must be properly reflected in the school'scollected, as well as all expenditure, must be properly reflected in the school's

accounts which are examined by the Audit Section of the Education Department.  Inaccounts which are examined by the Audit Section of the Education Department.  Inaccounts which are examined by the Audit Section of the Education Department.  Inaccounts which are examined by the Audit Section of the Education Department.  In

the case of funds collected for approved charitable purposes, official receipts mustthe case of funds collected for approved charitable purposes, official receipts mustthe case of funds collected for approved charitable purposes, official receipts mustthe case of funds collected for approved charitable purposes, official receipts must

be obtained from the organizations concerned.  Following a recent review ofbe obtained from the organizations concerned.  Following a recent review ofbe obtained from the organizations concerned.  Following a recent review ofbe obtained from the organizations concerned.  Following a recent review of

procedures, schools are now required to display these receipts on their notice boardsprocedures, schools are now required to display these receipts on their notice boardsprocedures, schools are now required to display these receipts on their notice boardsprocedures, schools are now required to display these receipts on their notice boards

for a reasonable period of time and retain them for record purpose thereafter.for a reasonable period of time and retain them for record purpose thereafter.for a reasonable period of time and retain them for record purpose thereafter.for a reasonable period of time and retain them for record purpose thereafter.

(d)(d)(d)(d) The Education Department has not received any formal complaThe Education Department has not received any formal complaThe Education Department has not received any formal complaThe Education Department has not received any formal complaints in connectionints in connectionints in connectionints in connection

with school fund-raising activities in the past three years.  We are aware, however,with school fund-raising activities in the past three years.  We are aware, however,with school fund-raising activities in the past three years.  We are aware, however,with school fund-raising activities in the past three years.  We are aware, however,

of a recent complaint lodged with OMELCO against a charitable organization which hasof a recent complaint lodged with OMELCO against a charitable organization which hasof a recent complaint lodged with OMELCO against a charitable organization which hasof a recent complaint lodged with OMELCO against a charitable organization which has

been the beneficiary of an approved school fund-raising activity.  The allegationbeen the beneficiary of an approved school fund-raising activity.  The allegationbeen the beneficiary of an approved school fund-raising activity.  The allegationbeen the beneficiary of an approved school fund-raising activity.  The allegation

was not directed at the way the fund-raising activity was organized but the subsequentwas not directed at the way the fund-raising activity was organized but the subsequentwas not directed at the way the fund-raising activity was organized but the subsequentwas not directed at the way the fund-raising activity was organized but the subsequent

use of the proceeds by the charitable organization over which neither the school noruse of the proceeds by the charitable organization over which neither the school noruse of the proceeds by the charitable organization over which neither the school noruse of the proceeds by the charitable organization over which neither the school nor

the Government had any control.the Government had any control.the Government had any control.the Government had any control.

(e)(e)(e)(e) The procedures for monitoring sThe procedures for monitoring sThe procedures for monitoring sThe procedures for monitoring school fund-raising activities have just beenchool fund-raising activities have just beenchool fund-raising activities have just beenchool fund-raising activities have just been

reviewed with a view to closing any loopholes for abuse.  Apart from the changereviewed with a view to closing any loopholes for abuse.  Apart from the changereviewed with a view to closing any loopholes for abuse.  Apart from the changereviewed with a view to closing any loopholes for abuse.  Apart from the change

mentioned in (c) above, the revised guidelines to schools on fund-raising activitiesmentioned in (c) above, the revised guidelines to schools on fund-raising activitiesmentioned in (c) above, the revised guidelines to schools on fund-raising activitiesmentioned in (c) above, the revised guidelines to schools on fund-raising activities

now make it explicitly clear that prior approval of the authorities must be soughtnow make it explicitly clear that prior approval of the authorities must be soughtnow make it explicitly clear that prior approval of the authorities must be soughtnow make it explicitly clear that prior approval of the authorities must be sought

for every such activity organized by schools and that the intended purpose of thefor every such activity organized by schools and that the intended purpose of thefor every such activity organized by schools and that the intended purpose of thefor every such activity organized by schools and that the intended purpose of the

activity as well as the disposal of funds collected must be clearly stated in theactivity as well as the disposal of funds collected must be clearly stated in theactivity as well as the disposal of funds collected must be clearly stated in theactivity as well as the disposal of funds collected must be clearly stated in the

application.application.application.application.

Industrial accidents and burns treatment facilitiesIndustrial accidents and burns treatment facilitiesIndustrial accidents and burns treatment facilitiesIndustrial accidents and burns treatment facilities

9.9.9.9. MR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: The recent incident in which an explosion occurred onMR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: The recent incident in which an explosion occurred onMR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: The recent incident in which an explosion occurred onMR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: The recent incident in which an explosion occurred on

a dredger in Hung Hom Bay has aroused public concern over the burns treatmenta dredger in Hung Hom Bay has aroused public concern over the burns treatmenta dredger in Hung Hom Bay has aroused public concern over the burns treatmenta dredger in Hung Hom Bay has aroused public concern over the burns treatment

facilities in our hospitals and the assistance offered to victims of industrialfacilities in our hospitals and the assistance offered to victims of industrialfacilities in our hospitals and the assistance offered to victims of industrialfacilities in our hospitals and the assistance offered to victims of industrial

accidents.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:accidents.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:accidents.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:accidents.  In this regard, will the Government inform this Council:

(1)(1)(1)(1) whether there are plans to set up burns treatment units in the Unitedwhether there are plans to set up burns treatment units in the Unitedwhether there are plans to set up burns treatment units in the Unitedwhether there are plans to set up burns treatment units in the United



Christian Hospital and Queen Elizabeth Hospital to take care of workers and residentsChristian Hospital and Queen Elizabeth Hospital to take care of workers and residentsChristian Hospital and Queen Elizabeth Hospital to take care of workers and residentsChristian Hospital and Queen Elizabeth Hospital to take care of workers and residents

in Kowloon; andin Kowloon; andin Kowloon; andin Kowloon; and

(2)(2)(2)(2) after after after after the occurrence of an industrial accident, whether the Social Welfarethe occurrence of an industrial accident, whether the Social Welfarethe occurrence of an industrial accident, whether the Social Welfarethe occurrence of an industrial accident, whether the Social Welfare

Department will reach out to the victims and their families as soon as possible, soDepartment will reach out to the victims and their families as soon as possible, soDepartment will reach out to the victims and their families as soon as possible, soDepartment will reach out to the victims and their families as soon as possible, so

as to help them overcome any financial difficulties and other problems concerningas to help them overcome any financial difficulties and other problems concerningas to help them overcome any financial difficulties and other problems concerningas to help them overcome any financial difficulties and other problems concerning

their accommodation and livelihood ?their accommodation and livelihood ?their accommodation and livelihood ?their accommodation and livelihood ?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, theSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, theSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, theSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the

answers are as follows, seriatim:answers are as follows, seriatim:answers are as follows, seriatim:answers are as follows, seriatim:

(a)(a)(a)(a) There are adequate medical expertise and facilities in our acute hospitalsThere are adequate medical expertise and facilities in our acute hospitalsThere are adequate medical expertise and facilities in our acute hospitalsThere are adequate medical expertise and facilities in our acute hospitals

to treat patients suffering from burns.  Nevertheless, plans are in hand to betterto treat patients suffering from burns.  Nevertheless, plans are in hand to betterto treat patients suffering from burns.  Nevertheless, plans are in hand to betterto treat patients suffering from burns.  Nevertheless, plans are in hand to better

cater for the needs of these patients by setting up special burns treatment unitscater for the needs of these patients by setting up special burns treatment unitscater for the needs of these patients by setting up special burns treatment unitscater for the needs of these patients by setting up special burns treatment units

both at Queen Elizabeth Hospital as a continuation to its Block-B extension and atboth at Queen Elizabeth Hospital as a continuation to its Block-B extension and atboth at Queen Elizabeth Hospital as a continuation to its Block-B extension and atboth at Queen Elizabeth Hospital as a continuation to its Block-B extension and at

United Christian Hospital in the present hospital extension project.United Christian Hospital in the present hospital extension project.United Christian Hospital in the present hospital extension project.United Christian Hospital in the present hospital extension project.

((((b)b)b)b) On the welfare side, Social Welfare Department will react promptly toOn the welfare side, Social Welfare Department will react promptly toOn the welfare side, Social Welfare Department will react promptly toOn the welfare side, Social Welfare Department will react promptly to

emergency situations, including fires and accidents, and see whether the victims andemergency situations, including fires and accidents, and see whether the victims andemergency situations, including fires and accidents, and see whether the victims andemergency situations, including fires and accidents, and see whether the victims and

their families require assistance. Staff of the Department will approach the victimstheir families require assistance. Staff of the Department will approach the victimstheir families require assistance. Staff of the Department will approach the victimstheir families require assistance. Staff of the Department will approach the victims

and their families in the hospital or clinic or at home as soon as possible. Thisand their families in the hospital or clinic or at home as soon as possible. Thisand their families in the hospital or clinic or at home as soon as possible. Thisand their families in the hospital or clinic or at home as soon as possible. This

was the case in the recent dredger explosion incident at Hung Hom Bay.  Financialwas the case in the recent dredger explosion incident at Hung Hom Bay.  Financialwas the case in the recent dredger explosion incident at Hung Hom Bay.  Financialwas the case in the recent dredger explosion incident at Hung Hom Bay.  Financial

and housing assistance, counselling and other supporting services will be offeredand housing assistance, counselling and other supporting services will be offeredand housing assistance, counselling and other supporting services will be offeredand housing assistance, counselling and other supporting services will be offered

to the victims and their families according to their needs.to the victims and their families according to their needs.to the victims and their families according to their needs.to the victims and their families according to their needs.

Foreign workersForeign workersForeign workersForeign workers

10.10.10.10. MR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: Will the Government inform this Council, apart from thoseMR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: Will the Government inform this Council, apart from thoseMR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: Will the Government inform this Council, apart from thoseMR LAU CHIN-SHEK asked: Will the Government inform this Council, apart from those

imported under the "1989 and 1990 Schemes on Importation of Labour", how many foreignimported under the "1989 and 1990 Schemes on Importation of Labour", how many foreignimported under the "1989 and 1990 Schemes on Importation of Labour", how many foreignimported under the "1989 and 1990 Schemes on Importation of Labour", how many foreign

workers have entered Hong Kong for employment in the past two years, what theirworkers have entered Hong Kong for employment in the past two years, what theirworkers have entered Hong Kong for employment in the past two years, what theirworkers have entered Hong Kong for employment in the past two years, what their

professions/trades and posts are, and what criteria were used by the authoritiesprofessions/trades and posts are, and what criteria were used by the authoritiesprofessions/trades and posts are, and what criteria were used by the authoritiesprofessions/trades and posts are, and what criteria were used by the authorities

concerned in approving their entry into Hong Kong?concerned in approving their entry into Hong Kong?concerned in approving their entry into Hong Kong?concerned in approving their entry into Hong Kong?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, under normal immigration policy, foreignSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, under normal immigration policy, foreignSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, under normal immigration policy, foreignSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, under normal immigration policy, foreign

nationals can come to Hong Kong for employment provided that:nationals can come to Hong Kong for employment provided that:nationals can come to Hong Kong for employment provided that:nationals can come to Hong Kong for employment provided that:



(a)(a)(a)(a) they possess a special skill, knowledge or experience of value to and notthey possess a special skill, knowledge or experience of value to and notthey possess a special skill, knowledge or experience of value to and notthey possess a special skill, knowledge or experience of value to and not

readily available in Hong Kong;readily available in Hong Kong;readily available in Hong Kong;readily available in Hong Kong;

(b)(b)(b)(b) they are unlikely to become a burden on Hong Kong; andthey are unlikely to become a burden on Hong Kong; andthey are unlikely to become a burden on Hong Kong; andthey are unlikely to become a burden on Hong Kong; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) they meet normal immigration requirements.they meet normal immigration requirements.they meet normal immigration requirements.they meet normal immigration requirements.

Under  this policy, a total of 11 350 persons were  admitted in 1989,     12 941Under  this policy, a total of 11 350 persons were  admitted in 1989,     12 941Under  this policy, a total of 11 350 persons were  admitted in 1989,     12 941Under  this policy, a total of 11 350 persons were  admitted in 1989,     12 941

in 1990 and 6 068 in the first six months of 1991.  A breakdown is attached.in 1990 and 6 068 in the first six months of 1991.  A breakdown is attached.in 1990 and 6 068 in the first six months of 1991.  A breakdown is attached.in 1990 and 6 068 in the first six months of 1991.  A breakdown is attached.

In addition, a total of 20 537 foreign domestic heIn addition, a total of 20 537 foreign domestic heIn addition, a total of 20 537 foreign domestic heIn addition, a total of 20 537 foreign domestic helpers were admitted in 1989,lpers were admitted in 1989,lpers were admitted in 1989,lpers were admitted in 1989,

24 116 in 1990 and 14 738 in the first six months of 1991.24 116 in 1990 and 14 738 in the first six months of 1991.24 116 in 1990 and 14 738 in the first six months of 1991.24 116 in 1990 and 14 738 in the first six months of 1991.

Statistics on Entry of Foreign Nationals for EmploymentStatistics on Entry of Foreign Nationals for EmploymentStatistics on Entry of Foreign Nationals for EmploymentStatistics on Entry of Foreign Nationals for Employment

CategoriesCategoriesCategoriesCategories 1989198919891989 1990199019901990 1991(up to1991(up to1991(up to1991(up to

end of June)end of June)end of June)end of June)

ProfessionalProfessionalProfessionalProfessional 1 9161 9161 9161 916 2 5632 5632 5632 563 1 2161 2161 2161 216

and technicaland technicaland technicaland technical

AdministAdministAdministAdministrativerativerativerative 6 1266 1266 1266 126 6 8846 8846 8846 884 3 1903 1903 1903 190

and managerialand managerialand managerialand managerial

Teachers,Teachers,Teachers,Teachers, 590590590590 599599599599 274274274274

professors andprofessors andprofessors andprofessors and

members ofmembers ofmembers ofmembers of

religious ordersreligious ordersreligious ordersreligious orders

Sportsmen,Sportsmen,Sportsmen,Sportsmen, 889889889889 1 0101 0101 0101 010 671671671671

musicians andmusicians andmusicians andmusicians and

entertainersentertainersentertainersentertainers

OthersOthersOthersOthers 1 8291 8291 8291 829 1 8851 8851 8851 885 717717717717

TotalTotalTotalTotal 11 35011 35011 35011 350 1 29411 29411 29411 2941 6 0686 0686 0686 068



BDTC and BNO passportsBDTC and BNO passportsBDTC and BNO passportsBDTC and BNO passports

11.11.11.11. MR ERICMR ERICMR ERICMR ERIC LI asked: Will the Government inform this Council of the following: LI asked: Will the Government inform this Council of the following: LI asked: Will the Government inform this Council of the following: LI asked: Will the Government inform this Council of the following:

(a)(a)(a)(a) the respective number of persons presently holding BDTC passports and BN(O)the respective number of persons presently holding BDTC passports and BN(O)the respective number of persons presently holding BDTC passports and BN(O)the respective number of persons presently holding BDTC passports and BN(O)

passports;passports;passports;passports;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether the Administration anticipates a large number of BDTC passportwhether the Administration anticipates a large number of BDTC passportwhether the Administration anticipates a large number of BDTC passportwhether the Administration anticipates a large number of BDTC passport

holders to apply for BN(O) passports by the first half of 1997; and if so, what stepsholders to apply for BN(O) passports by the first half of 1997; and if so, what stepsholders to apply for BN(O) passports by the first half of 1997; and if so, what stepsholders to apply for BN(O) passports by the first half of 1997; and if so, what steps

will be taken to handle the situation; andwill be taken to handle the situation; andwill be taken to handle the situation; andwill be taken to handle the situation; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether the Administration will consider encouraging BDTC passport holderswhether the Administration will consider encouraging BDTC passport holderswhether the Administration will consider encouraging BDTC passport holderswhether the Administration will consider encouraging BDTC passport holders

to make early applications for BN(O) passports in order to avoid a last minute rushto make early applications for BN(O) passports in order to avoid a last minute rushto make early applications for BN(O) passports in order to avoid a last minute rushto make early applications for BN(O) passports in order to avoid a last minute rush

of applications and a possible delay in the issue of passports?of applications and a possible delay in the issue of passports?of applications and a possible delay in the issue of passports?of applications and a possible delay in the issue of passports?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, BDTC passports were first introducedSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, BDTC passports were first introducedSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, BDTC passports were first introducedSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, BDTC passports were first introduced

on 1 January 1983; in the nine years since then, we have issued 1 529 722 BDTC passports.on 1 January 1983; in the nine years since then, we have issued 1 529 722 BDTC passports.on 1 January 1983; in the nine years since then, we have issued 1 529 722 BDTC passports.on 1 January 1983; in the nine years since then, we have issued 1 529 722 BDTC passports.

BN(O) passports were first introduced on 1 July 1987; in the four and a half yearBN(O) passports were first introduced on 1 July 1987; in the four and a half yearBN(O) passports were first introduced on 1 July 1987; in the four and a half yearBN(O) passports were first introduced on 1 July 1987; in the four and a half year

since then we have issued 273 036 BN(O) passports.since then we have issued 273 036 BN(O) passports.since then we have issued 273 036 BN(O) passports.since then we have issued 273 036 BN(O) passports.

We are aware of the possibility of a late rush for BN(O) passports which, underWe are aware of the possibility of a late rush for BN(O) passports which, underWe are aware of the possibility of a late rush for BN(O) passports which, underWe are aware of the possibility of a late rush for BN(O) passports which, under

the terms of the Joint Declaration, must be issued before 1 July 1997.  We wish tothe terms of the Joint Declaration, must be issued before 1 July 1997.  We wish tothe terms of the Joint Declaration, must be issued before 1 July 1997.  We wish tothe terms of the Joint Declaration, must be issued before 1 July 1997.  We wish to

avoid such a situation, which would put a great strain on the Immigrationavoid such a situation, which would put a great strain on the Immigrationavoid such a situation, which would put a great strain on the Immigrationavoid such a situation, which would put a great strain on the Immigration

Department's resources.  We therefore intend to launch a publicity programme in theDepartment's resources.  We therefore intend to launch a publicity programme in theDepartment's resources.  We therefore intend to launch a publicity programme in theDepartment's resources.  We therefore intend to launch a publicity programme in the

near future to remind BDTC passport holders of the need to apply in good time if theynear future to remind BDTC passport holders of the need to apply in good time if theynear future to remind BDTC passport holders of the need to apply in good time if theynear future to remind BDTC passport holders of the need to apply in good time if they

want BN(O) passports.want BN(O) passports.want BN(O) passports.want BN(O) passports.

Airport railway facilities for the elderly and handicappedAirport railway facilities for the elderly and handicappedAirport railway facilities for the elderly and handicappedAirport railway facilities for the elderly and handicapped

12.12.12.12. MR ERIC LI asked: In view of the Government's proposed injection of capital intoMR ERIC LI asked: In view of the Government's proposed injection of capital intoMR ERIC LI asked: In view of the Government's proposed injection of capital intoMR ERIC LI asked: In view of the Government's proposed injection of capital into

the MTRC for the construction of a railway linking the urban area and the distantthe MTRC for the construction of a railway linking the urban area and the distantthe MTRC for the construction of a railway linking the urban area and the distantthe MTRC for the construction of a railway linking the urban area and the distant

Chek Lap Kok Airport and the considerable proportion of elderly and handicappedChek Lap Kok Airport and the considerable proportion of elderly and handicappedChek Lap Kok Airport and the considerable proportion of elderly and handicappedChek Lap Kok Airport and the considerable proportion of elderly and handicapped

persons in the population of Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:persons in the population of Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:persons in the population of Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:persons in the population of Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether adequate facilities will be provided on the Airportwhether adequate facilities will be provided on the Airportwhether adequate facilities will be provided on the Airportwhether adequate facilities will be provided on the Airport Railway to aid Railway to aid Railway to aid Railway to aid



those persons; and if so, what those facilities are; andthose persons; and if so, what those facilities are; andthose persons; and if so, what those facilities are; andthose persons; and if so, what those facilities are; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) in designing such facilities, whether concerned bodies such as thein designing such facilities, whether concerned bodies such as thein designing such facilities, whether concerned bodies such as thein designing such facilities, whether concerned bodies such as the

Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinating Committee will be consulted?Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinating Committee will be consulted?Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinating Committee will be consulted?Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinating Committee will be consulted?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) The Airport Railway will have two elements: the Airport Express, designed toThe Airport Railway will have two elements: the Airport Express, designed toThe Airport Railway will have two elements: the Airport Express, designed toThe Airport Railway will have two elements: the Airport Express, designed to

handle airport traffic; and the Lantau Line, a domestic service similar to existinghandle airport traffic; and the Lantau Line, a domestic service similar to existinghandle airport traffic; and the Lantau Line, a domestic service similar to existinghandle airport traffic; and the Lantau Line, a domestic service similar to existing

MTR services but running at higher speed.MTR services but running at higher speed.MTR services but running at higher speed.MTR services but running at higher speed.

The Airport Express will have facilitiThe Airport Express will have facilitiThe Airport Express will have facilitiThe Airport Express will have facilities catering for the handicapped and thees catering for the handicapped and thees catering for the handicapped and thees catering for the handicapped and the

elderly.  Interchange with other transport modes will have convenient same-levelelderly.  Interchange with other transport modes will have convenient same-levelelderly.  Interchange with other transport modes will have convenient same-levelelderly.  Interchange with other transport modes will have convenient same-level

connections, and space will be provided within Airport Express carriages for wheelconnections, and space will be provided within Airport Express carriages for wheelconnections, and space will be provided within Airport Express carriages for wheelconnections, and space will be provided within Airport Express carriages for wheel

chairs.  Where restrooms are provided within stations, special arrangements will bechairs.  Where restrooms are provided within stations, special arrangements will bechairs.  Where restrooms are provided within stations, special arrangements will bechairs.  Where restrooms are provided within stations, special arrangements will be

made for the handicapped. Consideration is also being given to the needs of partiallymade for the handicapped. Consideration is also being given to the needs of partiallymade for the handicapped. Consideration is also being given to the needs of partiallymade for the handicapped. Consideration is also being given to the needs of partially

sighted and blind people.sighted and blind people.sighted and blind people.sighted and blind people.

It is however not possible to make special provision for the elderly orIt is however not possible to make special provision for the elderly orIt is however not possible to make special provision for the elderly orIt is however not possible to make special provision for the elderly or

handicapped on the domestic service (the Lantau Line) as it interconnects withhandicapped on the domestic service (the Lantau Line) as it interconnects withhandicapped on the domestic service (the Lantau Line) as it interconnects withhandicapped on the domestic service (the Lantau Line) as it interconnects with

existing MTR lines, which do not have such provision.existing MTR lines, which do not have such provision.existing MTR lines, which do not have such provision.existing MTR lines, which do not have such provision.

(b)(b)(b)(b) The MTRC will consult concerned bodies when considering the detailed design ofThe MTRC will consult concerned bodies when considering the detailed design ofThe MTRC will consult concerned bodies when considering the detailed design ofThe MTRC will consult concerned bodies when considering the detailed design of

the Airport Railway, including the Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinatingthe Airport Railway, including the Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinatingthe Airport Railway, including the Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinatingthe Airport Railway, including the Rehabilitation Development Co-ordinating

Committee.Committee.Committee.Committee.

Suicide by young peopleSuicide by young peopleSuicide by young peopleSuicide by young people

13.13.13.13. MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) of the respective number of cases dealt with in the past three years withof the respective number of cases dealt with in the past three years withof the respective number of cases dealt with in the past three years withof the respective number of cases dealt with in the past three years with

regard to suicides or attempted suicides committed by young people of the age fromregard to suicides or attempted suicides committed by young people of the age fromregard to suicides or attempted suicides committed by young people of the age fromregard to suicides or attempted suicides committed by young people of the age from

7 to 21 in the following administrative districts: Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin, Tai7 to 21 in the following administrative districts: Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin, Tai7 to 21 in the following administrative districts: Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin, Tai7 to 21 in the following administrative districts: Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin, Tai

Po;Po;Po;Po;

(b)(b)(b)(b) which departments are responsible for dealing with this problem, and whatwhich departments are responsible for dealing with this problem, and whatwhich departments are responsible for dealing with this problem, and whatwhich departments are responsible for dealing with this problem, and what



the services provided and resources deployed by each of them in this respect are;the services provided and resources deployed by each of them in this respect are;the services provided and resources deployed by each of them in this respect are;the services provided and resources deployed by each of them in this respect are;

(c)(c)(c)(c) what programmes provided by the Government are available to help teacherswhat programmes provided by the Government are available to help teacherswhat programmes provided by the Government are available to help teacherswhat programmes provided by the Government are available to help teachers

and social workers gain a better understanding of the problem, and the progress ofand social workers gain a better understanding of the problem, and the progress ofand social workers gain a better understanding of the problem, and the progress ofand social workers gain a better understanding of the problem, and the progress of

their implementation;their implementation;their implementation;their implementation;

(d)(d)(d)(d) whether the "whole school approach" recommended in the Eduwhether the "whole school approach" recommended in the Eduwhether the "whole school approach" recommended in the Eduwhether the "whole school approach" recommended in the Education Commissioncation Commissioncation Commissioncation Commission

Report No 4 would help to alleviate the problem; and what the progress of itsReport No 4 would help to alleviate the problem; and what the progress of itsReport No 4 would help to alleviate the problem; and what the progress of itsReport No 4 would help to alleviate the problem; and what the progress of its

implementation is;implementation is;implementation is;implementation is;

(e)(e)(e)(e) what kinds of counselling services are available to youngsters and theirwhat kinds of counselling services are available to youngsters and theirwhat kinds of counselling services are available to youngsters and theirwhat kinds of counselling services are available to youngsters and their

parents in dealing with this problem; andparents in dealing with this problem; andparents in dealing with this problem; andparents in dealing with this problem; and

(f)(f)(f)(f) whether the Gwhether the Gwhether the Gwhether the Government has carried out in the past three years any in-depthovernment has carried out in the past three years any in-depthovernment has carried out in the past three years any in-depthovernment has carried out in the past three years any in-depth

studies into the causes of the problem and ways to prevent and solve it; if so, whatstudies into the causes of the problem and ways to prevent and solve it; if so, whatstudies into the causes of the problem and ways to prevent and solve it; if so, whatstudies into the causes of the problem and ways to prevent and solve it; if so, what

the findings of these studies are; if not, whether consideration will be given tothe findings of these studies are; if not, whether consideration will be given tothe findings of these studies are; if not, whether consideration will be given tothe findings of these studies are; if not, whether consideration will be given to

carrying out such a study in the foreseeable future?carrying out such a study in the foreseeable future?carrying out such a study in the foreseeable future?carrying out such a study in the foreseeable future?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG'sSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG'sSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG'sSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the answers to Mr NG's

questions are as follows:questions are as follows:questions are as follows:questions are as follows:

(a)(a)(a)(a) The best available figures on attempted suicides in the past three years,The best available figures on attempted suicides in the past three years,The best available figures on attempted suicides in the past three years,The best available figures on attempted suicides in the past three years,

committed by young people aged 7-21 in Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin and Tai Po, are:committed by young people aged 7-21 in Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin and Tai Po, are:committed by young people aged 7-21 in Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin and Tai Po, are:committed by young people aged 7-21 in Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Shatin and Tai Po, are:

1989198919891989 1990199019901990 1991199119911991 TotalTotalTotalTotal

        Tuen MunTuen MunTuen MunTuen Mun 4444 6666 21212121 31313131

        Yuen LongYuen LongYuen LongYuen Long 4444 4444 6666 14141414

        ShatinShatinShatinShatin 6666 3333 12121212 21212121

        TaipoTaipoTaipoTaipo 1111 0000 3333 4444

----------------

70707070

    ========

Of these, two were fatal cases (in 1991), one in Shatin and one in Taipo.Of these, two were fatal cases (in 1991), one in Shatin and one in Taipo.Of these, two were fatal cases (in 1991), one in Shatin and one in Taipo.Of these, two were fatal cases (in 1991), one in Shatin and one in Taipo.



(b)(b)(b)(b) The problem of youth suicides is the prime concern  of the Education and SocialThe problem of youth suicides is the prime concern  of the Education and SocialThe problem of youth suicides is the prime concern  of the Education and SocialThe problem of youth suicides is the prime concern  of the Education and Social

Welfare Departments.  As the bulk of the affected age group attend school, theWelfare Departments.  As the bulk of the affected age group attend school, theWelfare Departments.  As the bulk of the affected age group attend school, theWelfare Departments.  As the bulk of the affected age group attend school, the

Education Department is responsible for co-ordinating action between schools, theEducation Department is responsible for co-ordinating action between schools, theEducation Department is responsible for co-ordinating action between schools, theEducation Department is responsible for co-ordinating action between schools, the

Social Welfare Department and voluntary agencies. The services provided includeSocial Welfare Department and voluntary agencies. The services provided includeSocial Welfare Department and voluntary agencies. The services provided includeSocial Welfare Department and voluntary agencies. The services provided include

counselling, psychological assessment and treatment, and small group therapy.counselling, psychological assessment and treatment, and small group therapy.counselling, psychological assessment and treatment, and small group therapy.counselling, psychological assessment and treatment, and small group therapy.

Social workers in secondary schools and Student Guidance Officers in primary schoolsSocial workers in secondary schools and Student Guidance Officers in primary schoolsSocial workers in secondary schools and Student Guidance Officers in primary schoolsSocial workers in secondary schools and Student Guidance Officers in primary schools

provide the initial support to students under stress.  All students known to haveprovide the initial support to students under stress.  All students known to haveprovide the initial support to students under stress.  All students known to haveprovide the initial support to students under stress.  All students known to have

suicidal tendencies are given professional support services by educational orsuicidal tendencies are given professional support services by educational orsuicidal tendencies are given professional support services by educational orsuicidal tendencies are given professional support services by educational or

clinical psychologists, counsellors or medical social workers.  Severe cases areclinical psychologists, counsellors or medical social workers.  Severe cases areclinical psychologists, counsellors or medical social workers.  Severe cases areclinical psychologists, counsellors or medical social workers.  Severe cases are

brought to the attention of the government psychiatrists or child psychiatrists.  Itbrought to the attention of the government psychiatrists or child psychiatrists.  Itbrought to the attention of the government psychiatrists or child psychiatrists.  Itbrought to the attention of the government psychiatrists or child psychiatrists.  It

is not possible within the time available to quantify the resources deployed by theis not possible within the time available to quantify the resources deployed by theis not possible within the time available to quantify the resources deployed by theis not possible within the time available to quantify the resources deployed by the

departments � �and agencies  involved since the support network is complex anddepartments � �and agencies  involved since the support network is complex anddepartments � �and agencies  involved since the support network is complex anddepartments � �and agencies  involved since the support network is complex and

includes a range of professional and other staff in a variety of situations and withincludes a range of professional and other staff in a variety of situations and withincludes a range of professional and other staff in a variety of situations and withincludes a range of professional and other staff in a variety of situations and with

differing degrees of involvement.differing degrees of involvement.differing degrees of involvement.differing degrees of involvement.

(c)(c)(c)(c) The Education Department runs seminars for teachers on a district basis on theThe Education Department runs seminars for teachers on a district basis on theThe Education Department runs seminars for teachers on a district basis on theThe Education Department runs seminars for teachers on a district basis on the

subject of helping pupils cope with stress.  A Guidance Teachers Resource Booksubject of helping pupils cope with stress.  A Guidance Teachers Resource Booksubject of helping pupils cope with stress.  A Guidance Teachers Resource Booksubject of helping pupils cope with stress.  A Guidance Teachers Resource Book

containing suggested techniques in managing student behaviour in schools wascontaining suggested techniques in managing student behaviour in schools wascontaining suggested techniques in managing student behaviour in schools wascontaining suggested techniques in managing student behaviour in schools was

published and distributed in November 1991 to Guidance Teachers and Student Guidancepublished and distributed in November 1991 to Guidance Teachers and Student Guidancepublished and distributed in November 1991 to Guidance Teachers and Student Guidancepublished and distributed in November 1991 to Guidance Teachers and Student Guidance

Officers.  The Education Department will also be issuing in the near future a circularOfficers.  The Education Department will also be issuing in the near future a circularOfficers.  The Education Department will also be issuing in the near future a circularOfficers.  The Education Department will also be issuing in the near future a circular

to both primary and secondary schools to encourage a positive approach in theto both primary and secondary schools to encourage a positive approach in theto both primary and secondary schools to encourage a positive approach in theto both primary and secondary schools to encourage a positive approach in the

management of student problems, which will emphasize the importance of improvingmanagement of student problems, which will emphasize the importance of improvingmanagement of student problems, which will emphasize the importance of improvingmanagement of student problems, which will emphasize the importance of improving

communication among teachers, parents and students.communication among teachers, parents and students.communication among teachers, parents and students.communication among teachers, parents and students.

As regards As regards As regards As regards social workers, training programmes at tertiary institutions orsocial workers, training programmes at tertiary institutions orsocial workers, training programmes at tertiary institutions orsocial workers, training programmes at tertiary institutions or

in-service training courses organized by the Social Welfare Department include thein-service training courses organized by the Social Welfare Department include thein-service training courses organized by the Social Welfare Department include thein-service training courses organized by the Social Welfare Department include the

subjects of mental health and the social and psychological development of youths.subjects of mental health and the social and psychological development of youths.subjects of mental health and the social and psychological development of youths.subjects of mental health and the social and psychological development of youths.

Courses on stress management and intervention skills are also organized regularlyCourses on stress management and intervention skills are also organized regularlyCourses on stress management and intervention skills are also organized regularlyCourses on stress management and intervention skills are also organized regularly

by the training section of the Department.by the training section of the Department.by the training section of the Department.by the training section of the Department.

(d)(d)(d)(d) The "Whole School Approach" recommended in Education Commission Report No. 4 aimsThe "Whole School Approach" recommended in Education Commission Report No. 4 aimsThe "Whole School Approach" recommended in Education Commission Report No. 4 aimsThe "Whole School Approach" recommended in Education Commission Report No. 4 aims

at creating an  environment in schools in which student problems are responded toat creating an  environment in schools in which student problems are responded toat creating an  environment in schools in which student problems are responded toat creating an  environment in schools in which student problems are responded to

quickly and in a positive and constructive manner.  Although the causes of suicidequickly and in a positive and constructive manner.  Although the causes of suicidequickly and in a positive and constructive manner.  Although the causes of suicidequickly and in a positive and constructive manner.  Although the causes of suicide

are usually multi-faceted, a sympathetic and positive school environment proposedare usually multi-faceted, a sympathetic and positive school environment proposedare usually multi-faceted, a sympathetic and positive school environment proposedare usually multi-faceted, a sympathetic and positive school environment proposed

by the "Whole School Approach" should alleviate pressures experienced by students.by the "Whole School Approach" should alleviate pressures experienced by students.by the "Whole School Approach" should alleviate pressures experienced by students.by the "Whole School Approach" should alleviate pressures experienced by students.

To introduce the concept of the Whole School Approach to school heads and teachers,To introduce the concept of the Whole School Approach to school heads and teachers,To introduce the concept of the Whole School Approach to school heads and teachers,To introduce the concept of the Whole School Approach to school heads and teachers,

and to set the climate for its implementation, intensive workshops for trainers andand to set the climate for its implementation, intensive workshops for trainers andand to set the climate for its implementation, intensive workshops for trainers andand to set the climate for its implementation, intensive workshops for trainers and



school heads have been provided in the 1990-91 and 1991-92 school years.  The trainedschool heads have been provided in the 1990-91 and 1991-92 school years.  The trainedschool heads have been provided in the 1990-91 and 1991-92 school years.  The trainedschool heads have been provided in the 1990-91 and 1991-92 school years.  The trained

personnel will assist schools in launching the "Whole School Approach".personnel will assist schools in launching the "Whole School Approach".personnel will assist schools in launching the "Whole School Approach".personnel will assist schools in launching the "Whole School Approach".

Implementation in primary schools is planned for September 1992.Implementation in primary schools is planned for September 1992.Implementation in primary schools is planned for September 1992.Implementation in primary schools is planned for September 1992.

(e)(e)(e)(e) Counselling to parents and young people is provided by family services centresCounselling to parents and young people is provided by family services centresCounselling to parents and young people is provided by family services centresCounselling to parents and young people is provided by family services centres

of the Social Welfare Department, medical social workers, school social workers,of the Social Welfare Department, medical social workers, school social workers,of the Social Welfare Department, medical social workers, school social workers,of the Social Welfare Department, medical social workers, school social workers,

youth workers and outreaching social workers. Therapeutic group sessions andyouth workers and outreaching social workers. Therapeutic group sessions andyouth workers and outreaching social workers. Therapeutic group sessions andyouth workers and outreaching social workers. Therapeutic group sessions and

activities are also organized by group workers.activities are also organized by group workers.activities are also organized by group workers.activities are also organized by group workers.

In response to recent concerns expressed about a breakdown of communicationIn response to recent concerns expressed about a breakdown of communicationIn response to recent concerns expressed about a breakdown of communicationIn response to recent concerns expressed about a breakdown of communication

between parents and children, the Education Department has increased the number ofbetween parents and children, the Education Department has increased the number ofbetween parents and children, the Education Department has increased the number ofbetween parents and children, the Education Department has increased the number of

programmes organized to promote awareness among parents of the importance ofprogrammes organized to promote awareness among parents of the importance ofprogrammes organized to promote awareness among parents of the importance ofprogrammes organized to promote awareness among parents of the importance of

communication between themselves and their children.  Increased publicity on thecommunication between themselves and their children.  Increased publicity on thecommunication between themselves and their children.  Increased publicity on thecommunication between themselves and their children.  Increased publicity on the

availability of counselling services to youngsters and parents will be made throughavailability of counselling services to youngsters and parents will be made throughavailability of counselling services to youngsters and parents will be made throughavailability of counselling services to youngsters and parents will be made through

the distribution of a full colour leaflet on good parenthood to parents of primarythe distribution of a full colour leaflet on good parenthood to parents of primarythe distribution of a full colour leaflet on good parenthood to parents of primarythe distribution of a full colour leaflet on good parenthood to parents of primary

and junior secondary students around February 1992.  All these aim to draw parents'and junior secondary students around February 1992.  All these aim to draw parents'and junior secondary students around February 1992.  All these aim to draw parents'and junior secondary students around February 1992.  All these aim to draw parents'

attention to the need to give due care and support to their children to help themattention to the need to give due care and support to their children to help themattention to the need to give due care and support to their children to help themattention to the need to give due care and support to their children to help them

face frustration and handle stress positively and realistically.face frustration and handle stress positively and realistically.face frustration and handle stress positively and realistically.face frustration and handle stress positively and realistically.

(f)(f)(f)(f) No in-depth study has been carried out in the past three years into the causesNo in-depth study has been carried out in the past three years into the causesNo in-depth study has been carried out in the past three years into the causesNo in-depth study has been carried out in the past three years into the causes

of the problem of youth suicides.  The situation, however, is being monitored closelyof the problem of youth suicides.  The situation, however, is being monitored closelyof the problem of youth suicides.  The situation, however, is being monitored closelyof the problem of youth suicides.  The situation, however, is being monitored closely

by the departments concerned.  Further remedial measures, including an in-depthby the departments concerned.  Further remedial measures, including an in-depthby the departments concerned.  Further remedial measures, including an in-depthby the departments concerned.  Further remedial measures, including an in-depth

study, will be considered if the situation so warrants.study, will be considered if the situation so warrants.study, will be considered if the situation so warrants.study, will be considered if the situation so warrants.

Harbour traffic control for the fireworks displayHarbour traffic control for the fireworks displayHarbour traffic control for the fireworks displayHarbour traffic control for the fireworks display

14.14.14.14. MR GILBERT LEUNG asked: MR GILBERT LEUNG asked: MR GILBERT LEUNG asked: MR GILBERT LEUNG asked: In relation to vessel traffic control in the harbourIn relation to vessel traffic control in the harbourIn relation to vessel traffic control in the harbourIn relation to vessel traffic control in the harbour

during the firework display in the coming lunar new year, will the Government informduring the firework display in the coming lunar new year, will the Government informduring the firework display in the coming lunar new year, will the Government informduring the firework display in the coming lunar new year, will the Government inform

this Council:this Council:this Council:this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether any restriction will be imposed on the number of vessels moving towhether any restriction will be imposed on the number of vessels moving towhether any restriction will be imposed on the number of vessels moving towhether any restriction will be imposed on the number of vessels moving to

the central part of Victoria Harbour for the purpose of watching the firework display;the central part of Victoria Harbour for the purpose of watching the firework display;the central part of Victoria Harbour for the purpose of watching the firework display;the central part of Victoria Harbour for the purpose of watching the firework display;

if so, what control measures are available to ensure the number of such vessels wouldif so, what control measures are available to ensure the number of such vessels wouldif so, what control measures are available to ensure the number of such vessels wouldif so, what control measures are available to ensure the number of such vessels would

not be excessive; andnot be excessive; andnot be excessive; andnot be excessive; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether a plan has been drawn up for the dispersal of the large number ofwhether a plan has been drawn up for the dispersal of the large number ofwhether a plan has been drawn up for the dispersal of the large number ofwhether a plan has been drawn up for the dispersal of the large number of

vessels gathered in the harbour after the firework display or in the event ofvessels gathered in the harbour after the firework display or in the event ofvessels gathered in the harbour after the firework display or in the event ofvessels gathered in the harbour after the firework display or in the event of



unforeseen accidents?unforeseen accidents?unforeseen accidents?unforeseen accidents?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, the Administration does notSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, the Administration does notSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, the Administration does notSECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Mr Deputy President, the Administration does not

intend to restrict the number of vessels which may be allowed to move to the centralintend to restrict the number of vessels which may be allowed to move to the centralintend to restrict the number of vessels which may be allowed to move to the centralintend to restrict the number of vessels which may be allowed to move to the central

part of Victoria Harbour for viewing the forthcoming Lunar New Year Fireworks Displaypart of Victoria Harbour for viewing the forthcoming Lunar New Year Fireworks Displaypart of Victoria Harbour for viewing the forthcoming Lunar New Year Fireworks Displaypart of Victoria Harbour for viewing the forthcoming Lunar New Year Fireworks Display

but has made a number of other arrangements in order to reduce the number of vesselbut has made a number of other arrangements in order to reduce the number of vesselbut has made a number of other arrangements in order to reduce the number of vesselbut has made a number of other arrangements in order to reduce the number of vessel

movements and hence reduce the possibility of marine accidents. The followingmovements and hence reduce the possibility of marine accidents. The followingmovements and hence reduce the possibility of marine accidents. The followingmovements and hence reduce the possibility of marine accidents. The following

measures will be taken on the day of the display to control the congregation ofmeasures will be taken on the day of the display to control the congregation ofmeasures will be taken on the day of the display to control the congregation ofmeasures will be taken on the day of the display to control the congregation of

vessels:vessels:vessels:vessels:

(a)(a)(a)(a) a closed area, where the fireworks display barges are located, will bea closed area, where the fireworks display barges are located, will bea closed area, where the fireworks display barges are located, will bea closed area, where the fireworks display barges are located, will be

established.  All vessels will be prohibited from entering this area between 2:00established.  All vessels will be prohibited from entering this area between 2:00established.  All vessels will be prohibited from entering this area between 2:00established.  All vessels will be prohibited from entering this area between 2:00

pm and 9:00 pm without authorization;pm and 9:00 pm without authorization;pm and 9:00 pm without authorization;pm and 9:00 pm without authorization;

(b)(b)(b)(b) all scheduled ferry services using the central harbour (using ferry piersall scheduled ferry services using the central harbour (using ferry piersall scheduled ferry services using the central harbour (using ferry piersall scheduled ferry services using the central harbour (using ferry piers

between Causeway Bay and the Macau Ferry Terminal) will be suspended from 7:30 pmbetween Causeway Bay and the Macau Ferry Terminal) will be suspended from 7:30 pmbetween Causeway Bay and the Macau Ferry Terminal) will be suspended from 7:30 pmbetween Causeway Bay and the Macau Ferry Terminal) will be suspended from 7:30 pm

to 9:00 pm.  Hong Kong/Macau and Hong Kong/China ferry services and foreign-goingto 9:00 pm.  Hong Kong/Macau and Hong Kong/China ferry services and foreign-goingto 9:00 pm.  Hong Kong/Macau and Hong Kong/China ferry services and foreign-goingto 9:00 pm.  Hong Kong/Macau and Hong Kong/China ferry services and foreign-going

vessels in Victoria Harbour will be re-scheduled or diverted, as the case may be,vessels in Victoria Harbour will be re-scheduled or diverted, as the case may be,vessels in Victoria Harbour will be re-scheduled or diverted, as the case may be,vessels in Victoria Harbour will be re-scheduled or diverted, as the case may be,

during this period;during this period;during this period;during this period;

(c)(c)(c)(c) small vessels, especially those without decking such as sampans, will besmall vessels, especially those without decking such as sampans, will besmall vessels, especially those without decking such as sampans, will besmall vessels, especially those without decking such as sampans, will be

advised to  stay  away  from  Victoria  Harbour  between  7:00 pm and 9:00 pm sinceadvised to  stay  away  from  Victoria  Harbour  between  7:00 pm and 9:00 pm sinceadvised to  stay  away  from  Victoria  Harbour  between  7:00 pm and 9:00 pm sinceadvised to  stay  away  from  Victoria  Harbour  between  7:00 pm and 9:00 pm since

they are difficult to detect and vulnerable to the wash from larger vessels; andthey are difficult to detect and vulnerable to the wash from larger vessels; andthey are difficult to detect and vulnerable to the wash from larger vessels; andthey are difficult to detect and vulnerable to the wash from larger vessels; and

(d)(d)(d)(d) large viewing vessels operated by the ferry companies will be positioned welllarge viewing vessels operated by the ferry companies will be positioned welllarge viewing vessels operated by the ferry companies will be positioned welllarge viewing vessels operated by the ferry companies will be positioned well

to the east of the closed area to keep them away from other viewing vessels in theto the east of the closed area to keep them away from other viewing vessels in theto the east of the closed area to keep them away from other viewing vessels in theto the east of the closed area to keep them away from other viewing vessels in the

central harbour; andcentral harbour; andcentral harbour; andcentral harbour; and

(e)(e)(e)(e) all vessels navigating in Victoria Harbour between 7:45 pm and 9:00 pm willall vessels navigating in Victoria Harbour between 7:45 pm and 9:00 pm willall vessels navigating in Victoria Harbour between 7:45 pm and 9:00 pm willall vessels navigating in Victoria Harbour between 7:45 pm and 9:00 pm will

be expected to observe a speed limit of 5 knots.be expected to observe a speed limit of 5 knots.be expected to observe a speed limit of 5 knots.be expected to observe a speed limit of 5 knots.

As regards the dispersal of the vessels, masters, owners and operators will beAs regards the dispersal of the vessels, masters, owners and operators will beAs regards the dispersal of the vessels, masters, owners and operators will beAs regards the dispersal of the vessels, masters, owners and operators will be

obliged to disembark their passengers at landings away from the central harbour asobliged to disembark their passengers at landings away from the central harbour asobliged to disembark their passengers at landings away from the central harbour asobliged to disembark their passengers at landings away from the central harbour as

the public landings in the area will be closed from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm for betterthe public landings in the area will be closed from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm for betterthe public landings in the area will be closed from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm for betterthe public landings in the area will be closed from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm for better

crowd control on land.  They will also be reminded:crowd control on land.  They will also be reminded:crowd control on land.  They will also be reminded:crowd control on land.  They will also be reminded:

(a)(a)(a)(a) of the International Regulations for of the International Regulations for of the International Regulations for of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, inPreventing Collisions at Sea, inPreventing Collisions at Sea, inPreventing Collisions at Sea, in

particular, the importance of maintaining proper look-out and proceeding at safeparticular, the importance of maintaining proper look-out and proceeding at safeparticular, the importance of maintaining proper look-out and proceeding at safeparticular, the importance of maintaining proper look-out and proceeding at safe



speed; andspeed; andspeed; andspeed; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) of the means of communication with the authorities and the use of distressof the means of communication with the authorities and the use of distressof the means of communication with the authorities and the use of distressof the means of communication with the authorities and the use of distress

signals in the event of emergency;signals in the event of emergency;signals in the event of emergency;signals in the event of emergency;

(c)(c)(c)(c) to ensureto ensureto ensureto ensure that all persons on board are familiar with the location of all that all persons on board are familiar with the location of all that all persons on board are familiar with the location of all that all persons on board are familiar with the location of all

life saving appliances and how to use them;life saving appliances and how to use them;life saving appliances and how to use them;life saving appliances and how to use them;

(d)(d)(d)(d) to ensure that all children on board wear lifejackets at all times;to ensure that all children on board wear lifejackets at all times;to ensure that all children on board wear lifejackets at all times;to ensure that all children on board wear lifejackets at all times;

(e)(e)(e)(e) to keep a list of all passengers and crew on board; andto keep a list of all passengers and crew on board; andto keep a list of all passengers and crew on board; andto keep a list of all passengers and crew on board; and

(f)(f)(f)(f) to coto coto coto comply strictly with the maximum carrying capacity of their vessels.mply strictly with the maximum carrying capacity of their vessels.mply strictly with the maximum carrying capacity of their vessels.mply strictly with the maximum carrying capacity of their vessels.

These measures have been widely promulgated.  Marine Department Notices will beThese measures have been widely promulgated.  Marine Department Notices will beThese measures have been widely promulgated.  Marine Department Notices will beThese measures have been widely promulgated.  Marine Department Notices will be

published in the press and issued to the relevant clubs, associations and commercialpublished in the press and issued to the relevant clubs, associations and commercialpublished in the press and issued to the relevant clubs, associations and commercialpublished in the press and issued to the relevant clubs, associations and commercial

concerns.  Some 30 Marine Police, Marine Department and Fire Services Departmentconcerns.  Some 30 Marine Police, Marine Department and Fire Services Departmentconcerns.  Some 30 Marine Police, Marine Department and Fire Services Departmentconcerns.  Some 30 Marine Police, Marine Department and Fire Services Department

vessels will supervise orderly dispersal and respond rapidly to any unforeseenvessels will supervise orderly dispersal and respond rapidly to any unforeseenvessels will supervise orderly dispersal and respond rapidly to any unforeseenvessels will supervise orderly dispersal and respond rapidly to any unforeseen

incidents.incidents.incidents.incidents.

Review on hospital servicesReview on hospital servicesReview on hospital servicesReview on hospital services

15.15.15.15. MR TIK CHI-YUEN asked: Regarding the availability of hospital beds and thMR TIK CHI-YUEN asked: Regarding the availability of hospital beds and thMR TIK CHI-YUEN asked: Regarding the availability of hospital beds and thMR TIK CHI-YUEN asked: Regarding the availability of hospital beds and theeee

construction of new hospitals, will the Government inform this Council:construction of new hospitals, will the Government inform this Council:construction of new hospitals, will the Government inform this Council:construction of new hospitals, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether the Hospital Authority is carrying out a detailed review in thesewhether the Hospital Authority is carrying out a detailed review in thesewhether the Hospital Authority is carrying out a detailed review in thesewhether the Hospital Authority is carrying out a detailed review in these

respects;respects;respects;respects;

(b)(b)(b)(b) if so, what the areas of the review, actual plans and schedule of work are;if so, what the areas of the review, actual plans and schedule of work are;if so, what the areas of the review, actual plans and schedule of work are;if so, what the areas of the review, actual plans and schedule of work are;

whether delay or change will be caused to the medical development programmes whichwhether delay or change will be caused to the medical development programmes whichwhether delay or change will be caused to the medical development programmes whichwhether delay or change will be caused to the medical development programmes which

have been drawn up, for example, construction of the Tai Po Hospital and North Districthave been drawn up, for example, construction of the Tai Po Hospital and North Districthave been drawn up, for example, construction of the Tai Po Hospital and North Districthave been drawn up, for example, construction of the Tai Po Hospital and North District

Hospital; andHospital; andHospital; andHospital; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether the Hospital Authority will be required to consult the Legislativewhether the Hospital Authority will be required to consult the Legislativewhether the Hospital Authority will be required to consult the Legislativewhether the Hospital Authority will be required to consult the Legislative

Council, district boards and the public while carrying out the review ?Council, district boards and the public while carrying out the review ?Council, district boards and the public while carrying out the review ?Council, district boards and the public while carrying out the review ?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the answers, seriatim, areSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the answers, seriatim, areSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the answers, seriatim, areSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, the answers, seriatim, are

as follows:as follows:as follows:as follows:



            (a)(a)(a)(a) Yes, the Hospital Authority is carrying out a comprehensive review on theYes, the Hospital Authority is carrying out a comprehensive review on theYes, the Hospital Authority is carrying out a comprehensive review on theYes, the Hospital Authority is carrying out a comprehensive review on the

requirement for public hospital beds in the whole territory for the coming decade.requirement for public hospital beds in the whole territory for the coming decade.requirement for public hospital beds in the whole territory for the coming decade.requirement for public hospital beds in the whole territory for the coming decade.

            (b)(b)(b)(b) This review involves an assessment of the current and future requirement forThis review involves an assessment of the current and future requirement forThis review involves an assessment of the current and future requirement forThis review involves an assessment of the current and future requirement for

public hospital beds and a prioritization of the Capital Works Programme for thepublic hospital beds and a prioritization of the Capital Works Programme for thepublic hospital beds and a prioritization of the Capital Works Programme for thepublic hospital beds and a prioritization of the Capital Works Programme for the

coming decade.  The review may result in changes to the scope and timing of the variouscoming decade.  The review may result in changes to the scope and timing of the variouscoming decade.  The review may result in changes to the scope and timing of the variouscoming decade.  The review may result in changes to the scope and timing of the various

projects currently in the Government's hospital development programme.projects currently in the Government's hospital development programme.projects currently in the Government's hospital development programme.projects currently in the Government's hospital development programme.

            (c)(c)(c)(c) On completion of the review, the Hospital Authority will recommend to theOn completion of the review, the Hospital Authority will recommend to theOn completion of the review, the Hospital Authority will recommend to theOn completion of the review, the Hospital Authority will recommend to the

Government the scope and programme priorities of the projects in the Government'sGovernment the scope and programme priorities of the projects in the Government'sGovernment the scope and programme priorities of the projects in the Government'sGovernment the scope and programme priorities of the projects in the Government's

hospital development programme.  These recommendations will be processed in thehospital development programme.  These recommendations will be processed in thehospital development programme.  These recommendations will be processed in thehospital development programme.  These recommendations will be processed in the

normal way and, where appropriate, due consultation will be undertaken beforenormal way and, where appropriate, due consultation will be undertaken beforenormal way and, where appropriate, due consultation will be undertaken beforenormal way and, where appropriate, due consultation will be undertaken before

decisions are made.decisions are made.decisions are made.decisions are made.

Second Reading of BillsSecond Reading of BillsSecond Reading of BillsSecond Reading of Bills

PENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILL

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 4 December 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 4 December 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 4 December 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 4 December 1991

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Pensions (Special Provisions)DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Pensions (Special Provisions)DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Pensions (Special Provisions)DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Pensions (Special Provisions)

(Hospital Authority) Bill 1991 was introduced into this Council on 12 November 1991.(Hospital Authority) Bill 1991 was introduced into this Council on 12 November 1991.(Hospital Authority) Bill 1991 was introduced into this Council on 12 November 1991.(Hospital Authority) Bill 1991 was introduced into this Council on 12 November 1991.

An ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  As Convener of the ad hoc group I wouldAn ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  As Convener of the ad hoc group I wouldAn ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  As Convener of the ad hoc group I wouldAn ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  As Convener of the ad hoc group I would

like to discuss briefly for Members' consideration the scope and intent of this Bill.like to discuss briefly for Members' consideration the scope and intent of this Bill.like to discuss briefly for Members' consideration the scope and intent of this Bill.like to discuss briefly for Members' consideration the scope and intent of this Bill.

This Bill seeks to provide for pension arrangements in respect of thoseThis Bill seeks to provide for pension arrangements in respect of thoseThis Bill seeks to provide for pension arrangements in respect of thoseThis Bill seeks to provide for pension arrangements in respect of those

professional and departmental staff who transferred from service under the Governmentprofessional and departmental staff who transferred from service under the Governmentprofessional and departmental staff who transferred from service under the Governmentprofessional and departmental staff who transferred from service under the Government

to service under the Hospital Authority.  It enacts the legislation necessary toto service under the Hospital Authority.  It enacts the legislation necessary toto service under the Hospital Authority.  It enacts the legislation necessary toto service under the Hospital Authority.  It enacts the legislation necessary to

ensure that civil servants transferring to the Hospital Authority can preserve orensure that civil servants transferring to the Hospital Authority can preserve orensure that civil servants transferring to the Hospital Authority can preserve orensure that civil servants transferring to the Hospital Authority can preserve or

continue to earn pension benefits in accordance with the provisions of the existingcontinue to earn pension benefits in accordance with the provisions of the existingcontinue to earn pension benefits in accordance with the provisions of the existingcontinue to earn pension benefits in accordance with the provisions of the existing

pension legislation: the Pensions Ordinance and the Pension Benefits Ordinance.  Thepension legislation: the Pensions Ordinance and the Pension Benefits Ordinance.  Thepension legislation: the Pensions Ordinance and the Pension Benefits Ordinance.  Thepension legislation: the Pensions Ordinance and the Pension Benefits Ordinance.  The

intention is not to alter any of the existing statutory provisions but rather to extendintention is not to alter any of the existing statutory provisions but rather to extendintention is not to alter any of the existing statutory provisions but rather to extendintention is not to alter any of the existing statutory provisions but rather to extend

the present legislation where appropriate.the present legislation where appropriate.the present legislation where appropriate.the present legislation where appropriate.



The ad hoc group comprised nine members.  It held three meetings, including oneThe ad hoc group comprised nine members.  It held three meetings, including oneThe ad hoc group comprised nine members.  It held three meetings, including oneThe ad hoc group comprised nine members.  It held three meetings, including one

with the Administration.  The group also wrote to concerned staff associations towith the Administration.  The group also wrote to concerned staff associations towith the Administration.  The group also wrote to concerned staff associations towith the Administration.  The group also wrote to concerned staff associations to

seek their views on the Bill and a written representation from the League of theseek their views on the Bill and a written representation from the League of theseek their views on the Bill and a written representation from the League of theseek their views on the Bill and a written representation from the League of the

Hospital Services Department and the Department of Health Staff Associations wasHospital Services Department and the Department of Health Staff Associations wasHospital Services Department and the Department of Health Staff Associations wasHospital Services Department and the Department of Health Staff Associations was

received.  Staff concern was on the provisions in the pension packages which dealreceived.  Staff concern was on the provisions in the pension packages which dealreceived.  Staff concern was on the provisions in the pension packages which dealreceived.  Staff concern was on the provisions in the pension packages which deal

with Hospital Authority's administrative execution of disciplinary procedures whichwith Hospital Authority's administrative execution of disciplinary procedures whichwith Hospital Authority's administrative execution of disciplinary procedures whichwith Hospital Authority's administrative execution of disciplinary procedures which

may lead to a staffer's dismissal from Hospital Authority and forfeiture of hismay lead to a staffer's dismissal from Hospital Authority and forfeiture of hismay lead to a staffer's dismissal from Hospital Authority and forfeiture of hismay lead to a staffer's dismissal from Hospital Authority and forfeiture of his

previous pension entitlements in government service.  The Honourable Michael HO, aprevious pension entitlements in government service.  The Honourable Michael HO, aprevious pension entitlements in government service.  The Honourable Michael HO, aprevious pension entitlements in government service.  The Honourable Michael HO, a

member of the ad hoc group, will soon be giving his views on this.  After deliberation,member of the ad hoc group, will soon be giving his views on this.  After deliberation,member of the ad hoc group, will soon be giving his views on this.  After deliberation,member of the ad hoc group, will soon be giving his views on this.  After deliberation,

members of the ad hoc group support the Bill.  Members' consideration was centredmembers of the ad hoc group support the Bill.  Members' consideration was centredmembers of the ad hoc group support the Bill.  Members' consideration was centredmembers of the ad hoc group support the Bill.  Members' consideration was centred

on the following:on the following:on the following:on the following:

(1)(1)(1)(1) technically the Bill succeeds in providing the necessarytechnically the Bill succeeds in providing the necessarytechnically the Bill succeeds in providing the necessarytechnically the Bill succeeds in providing the necessary comprehensive comprehensive comprehensive comprehensive

statutory linking with the existing statutory provisions of the Pensions Ordinancestatutory linking with the existing statutory provisions of the Pensions Ordinancestatutory linking with the existing statutory provisions of the Pensions Ordinancestatutory linking with the existing statutory provisions of the Pensions Ordinance

and Pension Benefits Ordinance;and Pension Benefits Ordinance;and Pension Benefits Ordinance;and Pension Benefits Ordinance;

(2)(2)(2)(2) Members understood that the existing Pensions Ordinance applied to allMembers understood that the existing Pensions Ordinance applied to allMembers understood that the existing Pensions Ordinance applied to allMembers understood that the existing Pensions Ordinance applied to all

officers on transfer to statutory bodies, and not the HA staff alone;officers on transfer to statutory bodies, and not the HA staff alone;officers on transfer to statutory bodies, and not the HA staff alone;officers on transfer to statutory bodies, and not the HA staff alone;

(3)(3)(3)(3) Members were also given the reassurance by the Administration that theMembers were also given the reassurance by the Administration that theMembers were also given the reassurance by the Administration that theMembers were also given the reassurance by the Administration that the

Hospital Authority had a well-publicized appeal system to deal with disciplinaryHospital Authority had a well-publicized appeal system to deal with disciplinaryHospital Authority had a well-publicized appeal system to deal with disciplinaryHospital Authority had a well-publicized appeal system to deal with disciplinary

cases and dismissal of any staffer would not be slightly taken;cases and dismissal of any staffer would not be slightly taken;cases and dismissal of any staffer would not be slightly taken;cases and dismissal of any staffer would not be slightly taken;

(4)(4)(4)(4) MembersMembersMembersMembers noted that by clause 1, the provisions contained in the Bill are noted that by clause 1, the provisions contained in the Bill are noted that by clause 1, the provisions contained in the Bill are noted that by clause 1, the provisions contained in the Bill are

deemed to have come into operation on 1 December 1991 to validate any transfer ofdeemed to have come into operation on 1 December 1991 to validate any transfer ofdeemed to have come into operation on 1 December 1991 to validate any transfer ofdeemed to have come into operation on 1 December 1991 to validate any transfer of

officers to the Hospital Authority which may have taken place before the enactmentofficers to the Hospital Authority which may have taken place before the enactmentofficers to the Hospital Authority which may have taken place before the enactmentofficers to the Hospital Authority which may have taken place before the enactment

of the Bill.  In this way, the staff are protected even before the Bill's enactment.of the Bill.  In this way, the staff are protected even before the Bill's enactment.of the Bill.  In this way, the staff are protected even before the Bill's enactment.of the Bill.  In this way, the staff are protected even before the Bill's enactment.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill.With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill.

MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the course of examining theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the course of examining theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the course of examining theMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the course of examining the

Bill, we received from the League of the Hospital Services Department and theBill, we received from the League of the Hospital Services Department and theBill, we received from the League of the Hospital Services Department and theBill, we received from the League of the Hospital Services Department and the

Department of Health Staff Associations a written submission. The league expressedDepartment of Health Staff Associations a written submission. The league expressedDepartment of Health Staff Associations a written submission. The league expressedDepartment of Health Staff Associations a written submission. The league expressed

the hope that transferred staff would still be entitled to the pension benefits earnedthe hope that transferred staff would still be entitled to the pension benefits earnedthe hope that transferred staff would still be entitled to the pension benefits earnedthe hope that transferred staff would still be entitled to the pension benefits earned

during their service with the Hong Kong Government, their former employer, shouldduring their service with the Hong Kong Government, their former employer, shouldduring their service with the Hong Kong Government, their former employer, shouldduring their service with the Hong Kong Government, their former employer, should



they be dismissed by the Hospital Authority.  I would say that this request forthey be dismissed by the Hospital Authority.  I would say that this request forthey be dismissed by the Hospital Authority.  I would say that this request forthey be dismissed by the Hospital Authority.  I would say that this request for

amendment is indeed very reasonable.amendment is indeed very reasonable.amendment is indeed very reasonable.amendment is indeed very reasonable.

In the present circumstances, given the inextricable link between this Bill andIn the present circumstances, given the inextricable link between this Bill andIn the present circumstances, given the inextricable link between this Bill andIn the present circumstances, given the inextricable link between this Bill and

various other statutes on pension benefits, a transferred staffer to the Hospitalvarious other statutes on pension benefits, a transferred staffer to the Hospitalvarious other statutes on pension benefits, a transferred staffer to the Hospitalvarious other statutes on pension benefits, a transferred staffer to the Hospital

Authority who happens to retire or die within the period before the present Bill isAuthority who happens to retire or die within the period before the present Bill isAuthority who happens to retire or die within the period before the present Bill isAuthority who happens to retire or die within the period before the present Bill is

passed may not be able to get the pension benefits he/she is entitled to if the Billpassed may not be able to get the pension benefits he/she is entitled to if the Billpassed may not be able to get the pension benefits he/she is entitled to if the Billpassed may not be able to get the pension benefits he/she is entitled to if the Bill

founders.  Since I would not want any transferred staff to be denied of their pensionfounders.  Since I would not want any transferred staff to be denied of their pensionfounders.  Since I would not want any transferred staff to be denied of their pensionfounders.  Since I would not want any transferred staff to be denied of their pension

benefits I would not block the passage of the Bill even though I am against it.benefits I would not block the passage of the Bill even though I am against it.benefits I would not block the passage of the Bill even though I am against it.benefits I would not block the passage of the Bill even though I am against it.

I will abstain from voting.I will abstain from voting.I will abstain from voting.I will abstain from voting.

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Members forSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Members forSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Members forSECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Members for

their support for the Bill and for comments made this afternoon.  This is a technicaltheir support for the Bill and for comments made this afternoon.  This is a technicaltheir support for the Bill and for comments made this afternoon.  This is a technicaltheir support for the Bill and for comments made this afternoon.  This is a technical

Bill which seeks to extend existing pension provisions to civil servants transferredBill which seeks to extend existing pension provisions to civil servants transferredBill which seeks to extend existing pension provisions to civil servants transferredBill which seeks to extend existing pension provisions to civil servants transferred

to the Hospital Authority.to the Hospital Authority.to the Hospital Authority.to the Hospital Authority.

Some concern has been expressed that transferred staff, who may be dSome concern has been expressed that transferred staff, who may be dSome concern has been expressed that transferred staff, who may be dSome concern has been expressed that transferred staff, who may be dismissed byismissed byismissed byismissed by

the Hospital Authority for gross misconduct, will forfeit their retirement benefits.the Hospital Authority for gross misconduct, will forfeit their retirement benefits.the Hospital Authority for gross misconduct, will forfeit their retirement benefits.the Hospital Authority for gross misconduct, will forfeit their retirement benefits.

Members may wish to note that the Hospital Authority has laid down clear disciplinaryMembers may wish to note that the Hospital Authority has laid down clear disciplinaryMembers may wish to note that the Hospital Authority has laid down clear disciplinaryMembers may wish to note that the Hospital Authority has laid down clear disciplinary

policies for dealing with both minor offences and gross misconduct.  Procedures onpolicies for dealing with both minor offences and gross misconduct.  Procedures onpolicies for dealing with both minor offences and gross misconduct.  Procedures onpolicies for dealing with both minor offences and gross misconduct.  Procedures on

gross misconduct include investigation of the alleged offences and the setting upgross misconduct include investigation of the alleged offences and the setting upgross misconduct include investigation of the alleged offences and the setting upgross misconduct include investigation of the alleged offences and the setting up

of a Committee of Inquiry which will recommend an appropriate course of action.  Theseof a Committee of Inquiry which will recommend an appropriate course of action.  Theseof a Committee of Inquiry which will recommend an appropriate course of action.  Theseof a Committee of Inquiry which will recommend an appropriate course of action.  These

principles are set out in the Hospital Authority Personnel Policies which have beenprinciples are set out in the Hospital Authority Personnel Policies which have beenprinciples are set out in the Hospital Authority Personnel Policies which have beenprinciples are set out in the Hospital Authority Personnel Policies which have been

well publicized among staff.  Additionally, there are provisions for appeal and forwell publicized among staff.  Additionally, there are provisions for appeal and forwell publicized among staff.  Additionally, there are provisions for appeal and forwell publicized among staff.  Additionally, there are provisions for appeal and for

decisions to be reviewed independently.decisions to be reviewed independently.decisions to be reviewed independently.decisions to be reviewed independently.

I believe these measures should safeguard the legitimate interests of staff.I believe these measures should safeguard the legitimate interests of staff.I believe these measures should safeguard the legitimate interests of staff.I believe these measures should safeguard the legitimate interests of staff.

At this point Mr Peter WONG, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr LAU Wah-sum and Prof Felice LIEHAt this point Mr Peter WONG, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr LAU Wah-sum and Prof Felice LIEHAt this point Mr Peter WONG, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr LAU Wah-sum and Prof Felice LIEHAt this point Mr Peter WONG, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr LAU Wah-sum and Prof Felice LIEH

MAK declared interest as members of the Hospital Authority.MAK declared interest as members of the Hospital Authority.MAK declared interest as members of the Hospital Authority.MAK declared interest as members of the Hospital Authority.

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).



CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 20 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 20 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 20 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 20 November 1991

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

DR PHILIP WONG: Mr Deputy President, as convener of the Legislative Council ad hocDR PHILIP WONG: Mr Deputy President, as convener of the Legislative Council ad hocDR PHILIP WONG: Mr Deputy President, as convener of the Legislative Council ad hocDR PHILIP WONG: Mr Deputy President, as convener of the Legislative Council ad hoc

group to study the Consumer Council (Amendment) Bill 1991 dealing with consumergroup to study the Consumer Council (Amendment) Bill 1991 dealing with consumergroup to study the Consumer Council (Amendment) Bill 1991 dealing with consumergroup to study the Consumer Council (Amendment) Bill 1991 dealing with consumer

protection, I feel that I have the responsibility to protect the precious productprotection, I feel that I have the responsibility to protect the precious productprotection, I feel that I have the responsibility to protect the precious productprotection, I feel that I have the responsibility to protect the precious product

that Honourable Members are consuming here in this Council every Wednesday afternoon,that Honourable Members are consuming here in this Council every Wednesday afternoon,that Honourable Members are consuming here in this Council every Wednesday afternoon,that Honourable Members are consuming here in this Council every Wednesday afternoon,

that is, TIME. With this in mind, I will try to keep my speech as short as possible,that is, TIME. With this in mind, I will try to keep my speech as short as possible,that is, TIME. With this in mind, I will try to keep my speech as short as possible,that is, TIME. With this in mind, I will try to keep my speech as short as possible,

and I will speak on only three of the many issues that have been discussed by theand I will speak on only three of the many issues that have been discussed by theand I will speak on only three of the many issues that have been discussed by theand I will speak on only three of the many issues that have been discussed by the

ad hoc group which I think are comparatively more important.ad hoc group which I think are comparatively more important.ad hoc group which I think are comparatively more important.ad hoc group which I think are comparatively more important.

First, the proposed new power First, the proposed new power First, the proposed new power First, the proposed new power for the Consumer Council to inspect immovablefor the Consumer Council to inspect immovablefor the Consumer Council to inspect immovablefor the Consumer Council to inspect immovable

property under clause 3 of the Bill.  Realizing how important home ownership meansproperty under clause 3 of the Bill.  Realizing how important home ownership meansproperty under clause 3 of the Bill.  Realizing how important home ownership meansproperty under clause 3 of the Bill.  Realizing how important home ownership means

to every family in Hong Kong, the ad hoc group has no objection to entrusting theto every family in Hong Kong, the ad hoc group has no objection to entrusting theto every family in Hong Kong, the ad hoc group has no objection to entrusting theto every family in Hong Kong, the ad hoc group has no objection to entrusting the

Consumer Council with this new power. The ad hoc group was a bit concerned, however,Consumer Council with this new power. The ad hoc group was a bit concerned, however,Consumer Council with this new power. The ad hoc group was a bit concerned, however,Consumer Council with this new power. The ad hoc group was a bit concerned, however,

about the circumstances under which an inspection of property will be conducted byabout the circumstances under which an inspection of property will be conducted byabout the circumstances under which an inspection of property will be conducted byabout the circumstances under which an inspection of property will be conducted by

the Consumer Council and whether the proposed amendment will itself create a rightthe Consumer Council and whether the proposed amendment will itself create a rightthe Consumer Council and whether the proposed amendment will itself create a rightthe Consumer Council and whether the proposed amendment will itself create a right

of entry into private premises.  I am glad to inform Members that these concern areof entry into private premises.  I am glad to inform Members that these concern areof entry into private premises.  I am glad to inform Members that these concern areof entry into private premises.  I am glad to inform Members that these concern are

now over.now over.now over.now over.

According to the Administration, the Consumer Council will contemplate checkingAccording to the Administration, the Consumer Council will contemplate checkingAccording to the Administration, the Consumer Council will contemplate checkingAccording to the Administration, the Consumer Council will contemplate checking

saleable floor area, finishes and fittings of a complainant's property, or inspectingsaleable floor area, finishes and fittings of a complainant's property, or inspectingsaleable floor area, finishes and fittings of a complainant's property, or inspectingsaleable floor area, finishes and fittings of a complainant's property, or inspecting

development projects to check accuracy of saleable areas advertised, and so on.  Andevelopment projects to check accuracy of saleable areas advertised, and so on.  Andevelopment projects to check accuracy of saleable areas advertised, and so on.  Andevelopment projects to check accuracy of saleable areas advertised, and so on.  An

inspection will only be conducted upon receiving complaints and the prior consentinspection will only be conducted upon receiving complaints and the prior consentinspection will only be conducted upon receiving complaints and the prior consentinspection will only be conducted upon receiving complaints and the prior consent

of both the owners and the occupants has been obtained.of both the owners and the occupants has been obtained.of both the owners and the occupants has been obtained.of both the owners and the occupants has been obtained.

The Administration has also confirmed that the new power does not itself creThe Administration has also confirmed that the new power does not itself creThe Administration has also confirmed that the new power does not itself creThe Administration has also confirmed that the new power does not itself createateateate

a right of entry into private premises and does not in any way purport to displacea right of entry into private premises and does not in any way purport to displacea right of entry into private premises and does not in any way purport to displacea right of entry into private premises and does not in any way purport to displace

the requirement to obtain owner's consent.the requirement to obtain owner's consent.the requirement to obtain owner's consent.the requirement to obtain owner's consent.

The second issue concerns the new section 20 proposed by clause 5 of the BillThe second issue concerns the new section 20 proposed by clause 5 of the BillThe second issue concerns the new section 20 proposed by clause 5 of the BillThe second issue concerns the new section 20 proposed by clause 5 of the Bill

which seeks to strengthen the prohibition on making reference to the Consumer Councilwhich seeks to strengthen the prohibition on making reference to the Consumer Councilwhich seeks to strengthen the prohibition on making reference to the Consumer Councilwhich seeks to strengthen the prohibition on making reference to the Consumer Council

for advertisement purposes.  I would like to point out that in order to satisfy itselffor advertisement purposes.  I would like to point out that in order to satisfy itselffor advertisement purposes.  I would like to point out that in order to satisfy itselffor advertisement purposes.  I would like to point out that in order to satisfy itself



that the provisions of this new section are appropriate and realistic, the ad hocthat the provisions of this new section are appropriate and realistic, the ad hocthat the provisions of this new section are appropriate and realistic, the ad hocthat the provisions of this new section are appropriate and realistic, the ad hoc

group has spent a lot of time comparing the provisions of the existing and the newgroup has spent a lot of time comparing the provisions of the existing and the newgroup has spent a lot of time comparing the provisions of the existing and the newgroup has spent a lot of time comparing the provisions of the existing and the new

section 20. Questions posed to the Administration include, among others:section 20. Questions posed to the Administration include, among others:section 20. Questions posed to the Administration include, among others:section 20. Questions posed to the Administration include, among others:

(a)(a)(a)(a) Will the newly inserted phrase in the new section 20 "without written consentWill the newly inserted phrase in the new section 20 "without written consentWill the newly inserted phrase in the new section 20 "without written consentWill the newly inserted phrase in the new section 20 "without written consent

of the Council" lead to appeal from applicants against the Consumer Council'sof the Council" lead to appeal from applicants against the Consumer Council'sof the Council" lead to appeal from applicants against the Consumer Council'sof the Council" lead to appeal from applicants against the Consumer Council's

refusals?refusals?refusals?refusals?

(b)  (b)  (b)  (b)  How is the proposed maximum fine of $100,000, which represents a veryHow is the proposed maximum fine of $100,000, which represents a veryHow is the proposed maximum fine of $100,000, which represents a veryHow is the proposed maximum fine of $100,000, which represents a very

large increase over the existing maximum fine of $5,000, justified?large increase over the existing maximum fine of $5,000, justified?large increase over the existing maximum fine of $5,000, justified?large increase over the existing maximum fine of $5,000, justified?

Thanks to the Administration, sufficient information was efficiently providedThanks to the Administration, sufficient information was efficiently providedThanks to the Administration, sufficient information was efficiently providedThanks to the Administration, sufficient information was efficiently provided

to the ad hoc group for a decision to be made and I am confident to inform Membersto the ad hoc group for a decision to be made and I am confident to inform Membersto the ad hoc group for a decision to be made and I am confident to inform Membersto the ad hoc group for a decision to be made and I am confident to inform Members

that the provisions of the new section 20 are found to be appropriate and realistic.that the provisions of the new section 20 are found to be appropriate and realistic.that the provisions of the new section 20 are found to be appropriate and realistic.that the provisions of the new section 20 are found to be appropriate and realistic.

The third and also the last issue which I will speak on concerns clause 6 of theThe third and also the last issue which I will speak on concerns clause 6 of theThe third and also the last issue which I will speak on concerns clause 6 of theThe third and also the last issue which I will speak on concerns clause 6 of the

Bill which seeks to update the Schedule of bodies whose goods and services do notBill which seeks to update the Schedule of bodies whose goods and services do notBill which seeks to update the Schedule of bodies whose goods and services do notBill which seeks to update the Schedule of bodies whose goods and services do not

come within the Consumer Council's jurisdiction.come within the Consumer Council's jurisdiction.come within the Consumer Council's jurisdiction.come within the Consumer Council's jurisdiction.

The ad hoc group has noted from the Legislative Council Brief of the Bill thatThe ad hoc group has noted from the Legislative Council Brief of the Bill thatThe ad hoc group has noted from the Legislative Council Brief of the Bill thatThe ad hoc group has noted from the Legislative Council Brief of the Bill that

the Hong Kong and China Gas Company has objected to its being excluded from thethe Hong Kong and China Gas Company has objected to its being excluded from thethe Hong Kong and China Gas Company has objected to its being excluded from thethe Hong Kong and China Gas Company has objected to its being excluded from the

Schedule.  The ad hoc group is of the view, however, that if a company is not subjectSchedule.  The ad hoc group is of the view, however, that if a company is not subjectSchedule.  The ad hoc group is of the view, however, that if a company is not subjectSchedule.  The ad hoc group is of the view, however, that if a company is not subject

to any form of government control or public monitoring, it is not in any way differentto any form of government control or public monitoring, it is not in any way differentto any form of government control or public monitoring, it is not in any way differentto any form of government control or public monitoring, it is not in any way different

from other commercial entities and should therefore be brought within the Consumerfrom other commercial entities and should therefore be brought within the Consumerfrom other commercial entities and should therefore be brought within the Consumerfrom other commercial entities and should therefore be brought within the Consumer

Council's purview for the sake of better consumer protection.  Adopting the same view,Council's purview for the sake of better consumer protection.  Adopting the same view,Council's purview for the sake of better consumer protection.  Adopting the same view,Council's purview for the sake of better consumer protection.  Adopting the same view,

since Star TV will ultimately be monitored by the Broadcasting Authority, the ad hocsince Star TV will ultimately be monitored by the Broadcasting Authority, the ad hocsince Star TV will ultimately be monitored by the Broadcasting Authority, the ad hocsince Star TV will ultimately be monitored by the Broadcasting Authority, the ad hoc

group has suggested, and the Administration has agreed, that it be added to thegroup has suggested, and the Administration has agreed, that it be added to thegroup has suggested, and the Administration has agreed, that it be added to thegroup has suggested, and the Administration has agreed, that it be added to the

Schedule.  I understand an amendment on this addition will be moved by theSchedule.  I understand an amendment on this addition will be moved by theSchedule.  I understand an amendment on this addition will be moved by theSchedule.  I understand an amendment on this addition will be moved by the

Administration later at the Committee stage.Administration later at the Committee stage.Administration later at the Committee stage.Administration later at the Committee stage.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to Dr PhilipSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to Dr PhilipSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to Dr PhilipSECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to Dr Philip

WONG and the other Members of the ad hoc group for their thorough and helpfulWONG and the other Members of the ad hoc group for their thorough and helpfulWONG and the other Members of the ad hoc group for their thorough and helpfulWONG and the other Members of the ad hoc group for their thorough and helpful

examination of this Bill.examination of this Bill.examination of this Bill.examination of this Bill.

Dr WONG has referred to three of the more important issues discussed by the adDr WONG has referred to three of the more important issues discussed by the adDr WONG has referred to three of the more important issues discussed by the adDr WONG has referred to three of the more important issues discussed by the ad

hoc group.  I would like to confirm Dr WONG's understanding of the clarificationhoc group.  I would like to confirm Dr WONG's understanding of the clarificationhoc group.  I would like to confirm Dr WONG's understanding of the clarificationhoc group.  I would like to confirm Dr WONG's understanding of the clarification



provided by the Administration.  I would also like to confirm that I shall move anprovided by the Administration.  I would also like to confirm that I shall move anprovided by the Administration.  I would also like to confirm that I shall move anprovided by the Administration.  I would also like to confirm that I shall move an

amendment at the Committee stage to add Hutchvison Hong Kong Limited, the operatoramendment at the Committee stage to add Hutchvison Hong Kong Limited, the operatoramendment at the Committee stage to add Hutchvison Hong Kong Limited, the operatoramendment at the Committee stage to add Hutchvison Hong Kong Limited, the operator

of Star TV, to the Schedule.of Star TV, to the Schedule.of Star TV, to the Schedule.of Star TV, to the Schedule.

At this point Mr Moses CHENG declared interest as partner of a firm of solicitorsAt this point Mr Moses CHENG declared interest as partner of a firm of solicitorsAt this point Mr Moses CHENG declared interest as partner of a firm of solicitorsAt this point Mr Moses CHENG declared interest as partner of a firm of solicitors

who act as legal advisers to the Consumer Council.who act as legal advisers to the Consumer Council.who act as legal advisers to the Consumer Council.who act as legal advisers to the Consumer Council.

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

Committee stage of BillsCommittee stage of BillsCommittee stage of BillsCommittee stage of Bills

Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.

PENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILL

Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 7 were agreed to.

CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991

Clauses 1 to 5 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 5 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 5 were agreed to.Clauses 1 to 5 were agreed to.

Clauses 6Clauses 6Clauses 6Clauses 6

SECRETARY  FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 6 be amended asSECRETARY  FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 6 be amended asSECRETARY  FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 6 be amended asSECRETARY  FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 6 be amended as

set out in the paper circulated to Members.set out in the paper circulated to Members.set out in the paper circulated to Members.set out in the paper circulated to Members.

Proposed amendmentProposed amendmentProposed amendmentProposed amendment

Clause 6Clause 6Clause 6Clause 6

That clause 6 be amended, in the proposed Schedule, by adding "Hutchvision Hong KongThat clause 6 be amended, in the proposed Schedule, by adding "Hutchvision Hong KongThat clause 6 be amended, in the proposed Schedule, by adding "Hutchvision Hong KongThat clause 6 be amended, in the proposed Schedule, by adding "Hutchvision Hong Kong



Limited" after "Hospital Authority".Limited" after "Hospital Authority".Limited" after "Hospital Authority".Limited" after "Hospital Authority".

Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendment proposed, put and agreed to.

Question on clause 6, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 6, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 6, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 6, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.

Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.

Third Reading of BillsThird Reading of BillsThird Reading of BillsThird Reading of Bills

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that the

PENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILLPENSIONS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (HOSPITAL AUTHORITY) BILL

had passed through Committee without amendment, andhad passed through Committee without amendment, andhad passed through Committee without amendment, andhad passed through Committee without amendment, and

CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991

had passed through Committee with amendment.  He moved the Third Reading of the Bills.had passed through Committee with amendment.  He moved the Third Reading of the Bills.had passed through Committee with amendment.  He moved the Third Reading of the Bills.had passed through Committee with amendment.  He moved the Third Reading of the Bills.

Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.

Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.

Member's motionsMember's motionsMember's motionsMember's motions

APPOINTMENT OF THE NEXT GOVERNOR OF HONG KONGAPPOINTMENT OF THE NEXT GOVERNOR OF HONG KONGAPPOINTMENT OF THE NEXT GOVERNOR OF HONG KONGAPPOINTMENT OF THE NEXT GOVERNOR OF HONG KONG

3.41 pm3.41 pm3.41 pm3.41 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now come to Member's motions of which there are two.  I proposeDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now come to Member's motions of which there are two.  I proposeDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now come to Member's motions of which there are two.  I proposeDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now come to Member's motions of which there are two.  I propose

to take a short break for the reason that on the first motion, namely, the appointmentto take a short break for the reason that on the first motion, namely, the appointmentto take a short break for the reason that on the first motion, namely, the appointmentto take a short break for the reason that on the first motion, namely, the appointment

of the next Governor of Hong Kong, there is an amendment proposed to Mr Howard YOUNG'sof the next Governor of Hong Kong, there is an amendment proposed to Mr Howard YOUNG'sof the next Governor of Hong Kong, there is an amendment proposed to Mr Howard YOUNG'sof the next Governor of Hong Kong, there is an amendment proposed to Mr Howard YOUNG's

motion, that amendment being proposed by Mr Martin LEE.  Additionally, Mr CHIMmotion, that amendment being proposed by Mr Martin LEE.  Additionally, Mr CHIMmotion, that amendment being proposed by Mr Martin LEE.  Additionally, Mr CHIMmotion, that amendment being proposed by Mr Martin LEE.  Additionally, Mr CHIM

Pui-chung has proposed an amendment to Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendment and hisPui-chung has proposed an amendment to Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendment and hisPui-chung has proposed an amendment to Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendment and hisPui-chung has proposed an amendment to Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendment and his

amendment will require to be debated.  I propose to adjourn for a few minutes andamendment will require to be debated.  I propose to adjourn for a few minutes andamendment will require to be debated.  I propose to adjourn for a few minutes andamendment will require to be debated.  I propose to adjourn for a few minutes and



in that interval the Clerk will table the full text of Mr Howard YOUNG's proposedin that interval the Clerk will table the full text of Mr Howard YOUNG's proposedin that interval the Clerk will table the full text of Mr Howard YOUNG's proposedin that interval the Clerk will table the full text of Mr Howard YOUNG's proposed

motion, the full text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment and themotion, the full text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment and themotion, the full text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment and themotion, the full text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment and the

full text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment as amended by Mr CHIMfull text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment as amended by Mr CHIMfull text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment as amended by Mr CHIMfull text of the motion as amended by Mr Martin LEE's amendment as amended by Mr CHIM

Pui-chung's amendment.  So Members will have the benefit of the full text of eachPui-chung's amendment.  So Members will have the benefit of the full text of eachPui-chung's amendment.  So Members will have the benefit of the full text of eachPui-chung's amendment.  So Members will have the benefit of the full text of each

of the three possible motions at the end of the day.  At the same time, the preparedof the three possible motions at the end of the day.  At the same time, the preparedof the three possible motions at the end of the day.  At the same time, the preparedof the three possible motions at the end of the day.  At the same time, the prepared

script needs to be slightly revised because of the extra amendment that will be beforescript needs to be slightly revised because of the extra amendment that will be beforescript needs to be slightly revised because of the extra amendment that will be beforescript needs to be slightly revised because of the extra amendment that will be before

Council and the revised text will be likewise tabled in the interval.  My final pointCouncil and the revised text will be likewise tabled in the interval.  My final pointCouncil and the revised text will be likewise tabled in the interval.  My final pointCouncil and the revised text will be likewise tabled in the interval.  My final point

is that Members have in their In-House agreed that as there are two motion debatesis that Members have in their In-House agreed that as there are two motion debatesis that Members have in their In-House agreed that as there are two motion debatesis that Members have in their In-House agreed that as there are two motion debates

this afternoon, they will limit their speeches on each of the two motion debates tothis afternoon, they will limit their speeches on each of the two motion debates tothis afternoon, they will limit their speeches on each of the two motion debates tothis afternoon, they will limit their speeches on each of the two motion debates to

two hours exclusive of the time for government speeches.  I will for the benefit oftwo hours exclusive of the time for government speeches.  I will for the benefit oftwo hours exclusive of the time for government speeches.  I will for the benefit oftwo hours exclusive of the time for government speeches.  I will for the benefit of

all Members and as a matter of convenience arrange for the text of the letter settingall Members and as a matter of convenience arrange for the text of the letter settingall Members and as a matter of convenience arrange for the text of the letter settingall Members and as a matter of convenience arrange for the text of the letter setting

out these arrangements sent to me by the Convenor of the Legislative Council In-out these arrangements sent to me by the Convenor of the Legislative Council In-out these arrangements sent to me by the Convenor of the Legislative Council In-out these arrangements sent to me by the Convenor of the Legislative Council In-

House to be tabled.  So all these will be tabled for Members to read and for theirHouse to be tabled.  So all these will be tabled for Members to read and for theirHouse to be tabled.  So all these will be tabled for Members to read and for theirHouse to be tabled.  So all these will be tabled for Members to read and for their

benefit.  We shall take a short break of about 10 minutes.benefit.  We shall take a short break of about 10 minutes.benefit.  We shall take a short break of about 10 minutes.benefit.  We shall take a short break of about 10 minutes.

4.00 pm4.00 pm4.00 pm4.00 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will now resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will now resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will now resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will now resume.

MR HOWARD YOUNG moved the following motion:MR HOWARD YOUNG moved the following motion:MR HOWARD YOUNG moved the following motion:MR HOWARD YOUNG moved the following motion:

"In view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the subject of the appointment"In view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the subject of the appointment"In view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the subject of the appointment"In view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the subject of the appointment

of the next Governor of Hong Kong, this Council requests the Government to conveyof the next Governor of Hong Kong, this Council requests the Government to conveyof the next Governor of Hong Kong, this Council requests the Government to conveyof the next Governor of Hong Kong, this Council requests the Government to convey

the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration".the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration".the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration".the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration".

MR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing inMR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing inMR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing inMR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in

my name on the Order Paper.my name on the Order Paper.my name on the Order Paper.my name on the Order Paper.

I wish to state I wish to state I wish to state I wish to state clearly, in order to avoid illusion, that choosing a Governorclearly, in order to avoid illusion, that choosing a Governorclearly, in order to avoid illusion, that choosing a Governorclearly, in order to avoid illusion, that choosing a Governor

for Hong Kong is currently the prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  Accordingfor Hong Kong is currently the prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  Accordingfor Hong Kong is currently the prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  Accordingfor Hong Kong is currently the prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  According

to the Letters Patent and Royal Instructions, the Governor is the representative ofto the Letters Patent and Royal Instructions, the Governor is the representative ofto the Letters Patent and Royal Instructions, the Governor is the representative ofto the Letters Patent and Royal Instructions, the Governor is the representative of

the Queen to govern Hong Kong.  Therefore, constitutionally, Hong Kong people havethe Queen to govern Hong Kong.  Therefore, constitutionally, Hong Kong people havethe Queen to govern Hong Kong.  Therefore, constitutionally, Hong Kong people havethe Queen to govern Hong Kong.  Therefore, constitutionally, Hong Kong people have

no say in the matter.no say in the matter.no say in the matter.no say in the matter.

It is only when it comes to selecting the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SpecialIt is only when it comes to selecting the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SpecialIt is only when it comes to selecting the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SpecialIt is only when it comes to selecting the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special



Administrative Region that Hong Kong people will have a say in the matter.  Even then,Administrative Region that Hong Kong people will have a say in the matter.  Even then,Administrative Region that Hong Kong people will have a say in the matter.  Even then,Administrative Region that Hong Kong people will have a say in the matter.  Even then,

the Chief Executive will be appointed by Beijing.  However, according to the Basicthe Chief Executive will be appointed by Beijing.  However, according to the Basicthe Chief Executive will be appointed by Beijing.  However, according to the Basicthe Chief Executive will be appointed by Beijing.  However, according to the Basic

Law, a Selection Committee of 400 Hong Kong permanent residents shall recommend theLaw, a Selection Committee of 400 Hong Kong permanent residents shall recommend theLaw, a Selection Committee of 400 Hong Kong permanent residents shall recommend theLaw, a Selection Committee of 400 Hong Kong permanent residents shall recommend the

candidate for the first Chief Executive to the Central People's Government forcandidate for the first Chief Executive to the Central People's Government forcandidate for the first Chief Executive to the Central People's Government forcandidate for the first Chief Executive to the Central People's Government for

appointment, prior to 1997 through local consultation or through consultation,appointment, prior to 1997 through local consultation or through consultation,appointment, prior to 1997 through local consultation or through consultation,appointment, prior to 1997 through local consultation or through consultation,

nomination and election.  Constitutionally, that will be the first time Hong Kongnomination and election.  Constitutionally, that will be the first time Hong Kongnomination and election.  Constitutionally, that will be the first time Hong Kongnomination and election.  Constitutionally, that will be the first time Hong Kong

people will have the right to take part in and to decide on the choosing of thepeople will have the right to take part in and to decide on the choosing of thepeople will have the right to take part in and to decide on the choosing of thepeople will have the right to take part in and to decide on the choosing of the

candidate.  Admittedly, by that time, the power will still not be extensive as itcandidate.  Admittedly, by that time, the power will still not be extensive as itcandidate.  Admittedly, by that time, the power will still not be extensive as itcandidate.  Admittedly, by that time, the power will still not be extensive as it

will be confined to 400 Hong Kong permanent residents.  Today, we only have the rightwill be confined to 400 Hong Kong permanent residents.  Today, we only have the rightwill be confined to 400 Hong Kong permanent residents.  Today, we only have the rightwill be confined to 400 Hong Kong permanent residents.  Today, we only have the right

to exercise our freedom of speech to express whatever views we have, but no legalto exercise our freedom of speech to express whatever views we have, but no legalto exercise our freedom of speech to express whatever views we have, but no legalto exercise our freedom of speech to express whatever views we have, but no legal

right to ensure that these views will be listened to.  However, I trust decisionright to ensure that these views will be listened to.  However, I trust decisionright to ensure that these views will be listened to.  However, I trust decisionright to ensure that these views will be listened to.  However, I trust decision

makers in the United Kingdom will note the views expressed by Hong Kong people,makers in the United Kingdom will note the views expressed by Hong Kong people,makers in the United Kingdom will note the views expressed by Hong Kong people,makers in the United Kingdom will note the views expressed by Hong Kong people,

including those expressed by Members of this Council.including those expressed by Members of this Council.including those expressed by Members of this Council.including those expressed by Members of this Council.

Are we overstepping the mark in debating the subject in the Hong Kong LegislAre we overstepping the mark in debating the subject in the Hong Kong LegislAre we overstepping the mark in debating the subject in the Hong Kong LegislAre we overstepping the mark in debating the subject in the Hong Kong Legislativeativeativeative

Council when Lord CAITHNESS has made it quite clear during his last trip here inCouncil when Lord CAITHNESS has made it quite clear during his last trip here inCouncil when Lord CAITHNESS has made it quite clear during his last trip here inCouncil when Lord CAITHNESS has made it quite clear during his last trip here in

response to the Honourable Emily LAU's inquiry that neither the Legislative Councilresponse to the Honourable Emily LAU's inquiry that neither the Legislative Councilresponse to the Honourable Emily LAU's inquiry that neither the Legislative Councilresponse to the Honourable Emily LAU's inquiry that neither the Legislative Council

nor Hong Kong would be consulted and that the Governor will be appointed by the Queennor Hong Kong would be consulted and that the Governor will be appointed by the Queennor Hong Kong would be consulted and that the Governor will be appointed by the Queennor Hong Kong would be consulted and that the Governor will be appointed by the Queen

on the advice of the British Prime Minister?  Is this debate useless?on the advice of the British Prime Minister?  Is this debate useless?on the advice of the British Prime Minister?  Is this debate useless?on the advice of the British Prime Minister?  Is this debate useless?

My motion is in very broad terms, aiming at letting everyone speak his or herMy motion is in very broad terms, aiming at letting everyone speak his or herMy motion is in very broad terms, aiming at letting everyone speak his or herMy motion is in very broad terms, aiming at letting everyone speak his or her

own mind.  The scope of discussion can range from one extreme, that is the type ofown mind.  The scope of discussion can range from one extreme, that is the type ofown mind.  The scope of discussion can range from one extreme, that is the type ofown mind.  The scope of discussion can range from one extreme, that is the type of

person who you think can be the Governor, to another extreme that you think the issueperson who you think can be the Governor, to another extreme that you think the issueperson who you think can be the Governor, to another extreme that you think the issueperson who you think can be the Governor, to another extreme that you think the issue

should not be debated in this Council at all which is also a valid view.should not be debated in this Council at all which is also a valid view.should not be debated in this Council at all which is also a valid view.should not be debated in this Council at all which is also a valid view.

My constituents did not elect me because I could have a say in choosing a GovernorMy constituents did not elect me because I could have a say in choosing a GovernorMy constituents did not elect me because I could have a say in choosing a GovernorMy constituents did not elect me because I could have a say in choosing a Governor

-- in fact I do not.  They elected me so that I could reflect the views of the tourism-- in fact I do not.  They elected me so that I could reflect the views of the tourism-- in fact I do not.  They elected me so that I could reflect the views of the tourism-- in fact I do not.  They elected me so that I could reflect the views of the tourism

industry to the Government and monitor the work of the Government.  Then why shouldindustry to the Government and monitor the work of the Government.  Then why shouldindustry to the Government and monitor the work of the Government.  Then why shouldindustry to the Government and monitor the work of the Government.  Then why should

I raise the subject for debate?I raise the subject for debate?I raise the subject for debate?I raise the subject for debate?

The answer is that the retirement of the Governor and the way it was announcedThe answer is that the retirement of the Governor and the way it was announcedThe answer is that the retirement of the Governor and the way it was announcedThe answer is that the retirement of the Governor and the way it was announced

by Her Majesty's Government are so extraordinary that wide interest has been expressedby Her Majesty's Government are so extraordinary that wide interest has been expressedby Her Majesty's Government are so extraordinary that wide interest has been expressedby Her Majesty's Government are so extraordinary that wide interest has been expressed

by the public.  Questions have been asked, and I feel that they should be asked.by the public.  Questions have been asked, and I feel that they should be asked.by the public.  Questions have been asked, and I feel that they should be asked.by the public.  Questions have been asked, and I feel that they should be asked.

In carrying out the duty of reflecting public opinion, a Legislative CouncillorIn carrying out the duty of reflecting public opinion, a Legislative CouncillorIn carrying out the duty of reflecting public opinion, a Legislative CouncillorIn carrying out the duty of reflecting public opinion, a Legislative Councillor

has an obligation to speak his or her mind.  After all, "Yee" of "Yee Wui", the Chinesehas an obligation to speak his or her mind.  After all, "Yee" of "Yee Wui", the Chinesehas an obligation to speak his or her mind.  After all, "Yee" of "Yee Wui", the Chinesehas an obligation to speak his or her mind.  After all, "Yee" of "Yee Wui", the Chinese

characters for Council, contains the radical "Yin" meaning to speak.  Whether itcharacters for Council, contains the radical "Yin" meaning to speak.  Whether itcharacters for Council, contains the radical "Yin" meaning to speak.  Whether itcharacters for Council, contains the radical "Yin" meaning to speak.  Whether it

makes any difference to the decision or not, we at least have the right and duty tomakes any difference to the decision or not, we at least have the right and duty tomakes any difference to the decision or not, we at least have the right and duty tomakes any difference to the decision or not, we at least have the right and duty to



speak.  Criticisms of Her Majesty's Government's action may not be to its liking.speak.  Criticisms of Her Majesty's Government's action may not be to its liking.speak.  Criticisms of Her Majesty's Government's action may not be to its liking.speak.  Criticisms of Her Majesty's Government's action may not be to its liking.

The fact that we are speaking about it also may not be to the liking of the ChineseThe fact that we are speaking about it also may not be to the liking of the ChineseThe fact that we are speaking about it also may not be to the liking of the ChineseThe fact that we are speaking about it also may not be to the liking of the Chinese

Government.  However, we Hong Kong legislators have made oaths or affirmations thatGovernment.  However, we Hong Kong legislators have made oaths or affirmations thatGovernment.  However, we Hong Kong legislators have made oaths or affirmations thatGovernment.  However, we Hong Kong legislators have made oaths or affirmations that

we will serve the people of Hong Kong; so we have the obligation to speak our mind.we will serve the people of Hong Kong; so we have the obligation to speak our mind.we will serve the people of Hong Kong; so we have the obligation to speak our mind.we will serve the people of Hong Kong; so we have the obligation to speak our mind.

The least I can say is that I consider it most irresponsible of Her Majesty'sThe least I can say is that I consider it most irresponsible of Her Majesty'sThe least I can say is that I consider it most irresponsible of Her Majesty'sThe least I can say is that I consider it most irresponsible of Her Majesty's

Government to announce the retirement of the Governor without, as traditionally,Government to announce the retirement of the Governor without, as traditionally,Government to announce the retirement of the Governor without, as traditionally,Government to announce the retirement of the Governor without, as traditionally,

naming a successor.  This has created uncertainty for the future, and also arousednaming a successor.  This has created uncertainty for the future, and also arousednaming a successor.  This has created uncertainty for the future, and also arousednaming a successor.  This has created uncertainty for the future, and also aroused

suspicion that the United Kingdom is shirking its responsibility of administeringsuspicion that the United Kingdom is shirking its responsibility of administeringsuspicion that the United Kingdom is shirking its responsibility of administeringsuspicion that the United Kingdom is shirking its responsibility of administering

Hong Kong in the final five years before sovereignty reverts to China in 1997.Hong Kong in the final five years before sovereignty reverts to China in 1997.Hong Kong in the final five years before sovereignty reverts to China in 1997.Hong Kong in the final five years before sovereignty reverts to China in 1997.

Some might even suspect an attempt by theSome might even suspect an attempt by theSome might even suspect an attempt by theSome might even suspect an attempt by the United Kingdom to create a lame duck United Kingdom to create a lame duck United Kingdom to create a lame duck United Kingdom to create a lame duck

image for the Hong Kong Government.  Responsible people in Hong Kong do not wish toimage for the Hong Kong Government.  Responsible people in Hong Kong do not wish toimage for the Hong Kong Government.  Responsible people in Hong Kong do not wish toimage for the Hong Kong Government.  Responsible people in Hong Kong do not wish to

see this happen.see this happen.see this happen.see this happen.

Even though many of us have expressed the hope that the Governor and the UnitedEven though many of us have expressed the hope that the Governor and the UnitedEven though many of us have expressed the hope that the Governor and the UnitedEven though many of us have expressed the hope that the Governor and the United

Kingdom will treat Hong Kong's interest as a matter of priority, the statement thatKingdom will treat Hong Kong's interest as a matter of priority, the statement thatKingdom will treat Hong Kong's interest as a matter of priority, the statement thatKingdom will treat Hong Kong's interest as a matter of priority, the statement that

naming a successor will have to await the result of the election in the United Kingdomnaming a successor will have to await the result of the election in the United Kingdomnaming a successor will have to await the result of the election in the United Kingdomnaming a successor will have to await the result of the election in the United Kingdom

holds local feelings up to mockery.  Obviously Her Majesty's Government accordsholds local feelings up to mockery.  Obviously Her Majesty's Government accordsholds local feelings up to mockery.  Obviously Her Majesty's Government accordsholds local feelings up to mockery.  Obviously Her Majesty's Government accords

priority to its own politics and domestic issues, and choosing a Governor for Hongpriority to its own politics and domestic issues, and choosing a Governor for Hongpriority to its own politics and domestic issues, and choosing a Governor for Hongpriority to its own politics and domestic issues, and choosing a Governor for Hong

Kong is merely a small sideshow in comparison.Kong is merely a small sideshow in comparison.Kong is merely a small sideshow in comparison.Kong is merely a small sideshow in comparison.

Recently, there have been plenty of comments on the motives of Her Majesty'sRecently, there have been plenty of comments on the motives of Her Majesty'sRecently, there have been plenty of comments on the motives of Her Majesty'sRecently, there have been plenty of comments on the motives of Her Majesty's

Government's announcement and much speculation on the choice of candidate.  TheseGovernment's announcement and much speculation on the choice of candidate.  TheseGovernment's announcement and much speculation on the choice of candidate.  TheseGovernment's announcement and much speculation on the choice of candidate.  These

comments, to a great extent, are highly unfair to the Governor and his successor.comments, to a great extent, are highly unfair to the Governor and his successor.comments, to a great extent, are highly unfair to the Governor and his successor.comments, to a great extent, are highly unfair to the Governor and his successor.

Some even comment that the Governor has worked hard but achieved nothing.  I thinkSome even comment that the Governor has worked hard but achieved nothing.  I thinkSome even comment that the Governor has worked hard but achieved nothing.  I thinkSome even comment that the Governor has worked hard but achieved nothing.  I think

this is quite groundless.  In fact, according to a number of surveys, Hong Kong peoplethis is quite groundless.  In fact, according to a number of surveys, Hong Kong peoplethis is quite groundless.  In fact, according to a number of surveys, Hong Kong peoplethis is quite groundless.  In fact, according to a number of surveys, Hong Kong people

are well satisfied with the Governor.  These debates, however well intended andare well satisfied with the Governor.  These debates, however well intended andare well satisfied with the Governor.  These debates, however well intended andare well satisfied with the Governor.  These debates, however well intended and

interesting, are in a way quite unfair to both Sir David WILSON and his successor.interesting, are in a way quite unfair to both Sir David WILSON and his successor.interesting, are in a way quite unfair to both Sir David WILSON and his successor.interesting, are in a way quite unfair to both Sir David WILSON and his successor.

The MacLehose years saw many reforms, in particular in housing.  During SirThe MacLehose years saw many reforms, in particular in housing.  During SirThe MacLehose years saw many reforms, in particular in housing.  During SirThe MacLehose years saw many reforms, in particular in housing.  During Sir

Edward YOUDE's administration, a lot of time was spent on negotiations, resultingEdward YOUDE's administration, a lot of time was spent on negotiations, resultingEdward YOUDE's administration, a lot of time was spent on negotiations, resultingEdward YOUDE's administration, a lot of time was spent on negotiations, resulting

in the signing of the Joint Declaration.  Progress in housing and the Jointin the signing of the Joint Declaration.  Progress in housing and the Jointin the signing of the Joint Declaration.  Progress in housing and the Jointin the signing of the Joint Declaration.  Progress in housing and the Joint

Declaration are tangible achievements.  I firmly believe that after some years whenDeclaration are tangible achievements.  I firmly believe that after some years whenDeclaration are tangible achievements.  I firmly believe that after some years whenDeclaration are tangible achievements.  I firmly believe that after some years when

we look back at Sir David's performance, we will find that he has done many thingswe look back at Sir David's performance, we will find that he has done many thingswe look back at Sir David's performance, we will find that he has done many thingswe look back at Sir David's performance, we will find that he has done many things

beneficial to Hong Kong.  Investment in tertiary education and Hong Kong's relationbeneficial to Hong Kong.  Investment in tertiary education and Hong Kong's relationbeneficial to Hong Kong.  Investment in tertiary education and Hong Kong's relationbeneficial to Hong Kong.  Investment in tertiary education and Hong Kong's relation

with China are two examples.with China are two examples.with China are two examples.with China are two examples.



Manpower, I think, is the only resource we have.  Some years later, we will feelManpower, I think, is the only resource we have.  Some years later, we will feelManpower, I think, is the only resource we have.  Some years later, we will feelManpower, I think, is the only resource we have.  Some years later, we will feel

that we have been fortunate that the Government has made the decision to invest heavilythat we have been fortunate that the Government has made the decision to invest heavilythat we have been fortunate that the Government has made the decision to invest heavilythat we have been fortunate that the Government has made the decision to invest heavily

in tertiary education.in tertiary education.in tertiary education.in tertiary education.

As 1997 draws near, I believe that more and more Hong Kong people are aware ofAs 1997 draws near, I believe that more and more Hong Kong people are aware ofAs 1997 draws near, I believe that more and more Hong Kong people are aware ofAs 1997 draws near, I believe that more and more Hong Kong people are aware of

the need and the importance to strengthen our communications and liaison with Chinathe need and the importance to strengthen our communications and liaison with Chinathe need and the importance to strengthen our communications and liaison with Chinathe need and the importance to strengthen our communications and liaison with China

and to improve our relation.  In this respect, Sir David has been able to bring itand to improve our relation.  In this respect, Sir David has been able to bring itand to improve our relation.  In this respect, Sir David has been able to bring itand to improve our relation.  In this respect, Sir David has been able to bring it

to people's attention, albeit many might not always like to be reminded of this.  Ito people's attention, albeit many might not always like to be reminded of this.  Ito people's attention, albeit many might not always like to be reminded of this.  Ito people's attention, albeit many might not always like to be reminded of this.  I

am sure that in future we will realize that he is a man of foresight.am sure that in future we will realize that he is a man of foresight.am sure that in future we will realize that he is a man of foresight.am sure that in future we will realize that he is a man of foresight.

I feel thatI feel thatI feel thatI feel that the debate is focussing too much attention on guessing who or what the debate is focussing too much attention on guessing who or what the debate is focussing too much attention on guessing who or what the debate is focussing too much attention on guessing who or what

sort of person will be the next Governor.  It may not be very fruitful.  Firstly,sort of person will be the next Governor.  It may not be very fruitful.  Firstly,sort of person will be the next Governor.  It may not be very fruitful.  Firstly,sort of person will be the next Governor.  It may not be very fruitful.  Firstly,

we are not familiar with the candidates from Britain and, secondly, any speculationwe are not familiar with the candidates from Britain and, secondly, any speculationwe are not familiar with the candidates from Britain and, secondly, any speculationwe are not familiar with the candidates from Britain and, secondly, any speculation

will be unfair to the successor.  I consider that we should direct our energies towill be unfair to the successor.  I consider that we should direct our energies towill be unfair to the successor.  I consider that we should direct our energies towill be unfair to the successor.  I consider that we should direct our energies to

examining what we expect the new Governor to do for Hong Kong.  As regards what weexamining what we expect the new Governor to do for Hong Kong.  As regards what weexamining what we expect the new Governor to do for Hong Kong.  As regards what weexamining what we expect the new Governor to do for Hong Kong.  As regards what we

expect him or her to do, each one of us may hold a different view.  The findings ofexpect him or her to do, each one of us may hold a different view.  The findings ofexpect him or her to do, each one of us may hold a different view.  The findings ofexpect him or her to do, each one of us may hold a different view.  The findings of

a recent opinion poll indicate that the people of Hong Kong hope that the futurea recent opinion poll indicate that the people of Hong Kong hope that the futurea recent opinion poll indicate that the people of Hong Kong hope that the futurea recent opinion poll indicate that the people of Hong Kong hope that the future

Governor can do a good job in five areas, which in order of importance are (1) people'sGovernor can do a good job in five areas, which in order of importance are (1) people'sGovernor can do a good job in five areas, which in order of importance are (1) people'sGovernor can do a good job in five areas, which in order of importance are (1) people's

livelihood; (2) smooth transition; (3) strengthening of relation with China; (4)livelihood; (2) smooth transition; (3) strengthening of relation with China; (4)livelihood; (2) smooth transition; (3) strengthening of relation with China; (4)livelihood; (2) smooth transition; (3) strengthening of relation with China; (4)

investors' confidence and (5) democracy.  Of course, any one has the right to objectinvestors' confidence and (5) democracy.  Of course, any one has the right to objectinvestors' confidence and (5) democracy.  Of course, any one has the right to objectinvestors' confidence and (5) democracy.  Of course, any one has the right to object

to this order of importance.to this order of importance.to this order of importance.to this order of importance.

I for one pay particular attention to smooth transition.  It is because whileI for one pay particular attention to smooth transition.  It is because whileI for one pay particular attention to smooth transition.  It is because whileI for one pay particular attention to smooth transition.  It is because while

livelihood is very often the foremost concern, it is not exclusive to Hong Kong.livelihood is very often the foremost concern, it is not exclusive to Hong Kong.livelihood is very often the foremost concern, it is not exclusive to Hong Kong.livelihood is very often the foremost concern, it is not exclusive to Hong Kong.

People in all countries and territories over the world also aspire after improvementPeople in all countries and territories over the world also aspire after improvementPeople in all countries and territories over the world also aspire after improvementPeople in all countries and territories over the world also aspire after improvement

to their livelihood, including social welfare, economy, anti-inflation, housing andto their livelihood, including social welfare, economy, anti-inflation, housing andto their livelihood, including social welfare, economy, anti-inflation, housing andto their livelihood, including social welfare, economy, anti-inflation, housing and

transport.  I believe that the people of Hong Kong will have the same aspirationstransport.  I believe that the people of Hong Kong will have the same aspirationstransport.  I believe that the people of Hong Kong will have the same aspirationstransport.  I believe that the people of Hong Kong will have the same aspirations

beyond 1997.  As for investors' confidence, relation with China and democracy, theybeyond 1997.  As for investors' confidence, relation with China and democracy, theybeyond 1997.  As for investors' confidence, relation with China and democracy, theybeyond 1997.  As for investors' confidence, relation with China and democracy, they

are not subject to a definite time frame.are not subject to a definite time frame.are not subject to a definite time frame.are not subject to a definite time frame.

However, when it comes to smooth transition, there is a time frame, that is, 30However, when it comes to smooth transition, there is a time frame, that is, 30However, when it comes to smooth transition, there is a time frame, that is, 30However, when it comes to smooth transition, there is a time frame, that is, 30

June 1997.  Whether a smooth transition can be achieved then is everybody's concern.June 1997.  Whether a smooth transition can be achieved then is everybody's concern.June 1997.  Whether a smooth transition can be achieved then is everybody's concern.June 1997.  Whether a smooth transition can be achieved then is everybody's concern.

As such, I put it as my number one requirement.As such, I put it as my number one requirement.As such, I put it as my number one requirement.As such, I put it as my number one requirement.

I hope that we will be able to hear different views during this debate.  As farI hope that we will be able to hear different views during this debate.  As farI hope that we will be able to hear different views during this debate.  As farI hope that we will be able to hear different views during this debate.  As far

as I know, there are also proposed amendments to my motion.  For instance, a politicalas I know, there are also proposed amendments to my motion.  For instance, a politicalas I know, there are also proposed amendments to my motion.  For instance, a politicalas I know, there are also proposed amendments to my motion.  For instance, a political

body is going to move an amendment on the basis of their long-cherished objectives.body is going to move an amendment on the basis of their long-cherished objectives.body is going to move an amendment on the basis of their long-cherished objectives.body is going to move an amendment on the basis of their long-cherished objectives.

I do not object to the things they ask for, but I doubt whether these encompass allI do not object to the things they ask for, but I doubt whether these encompass allI do not object to the things they ask for, but I doubt whether these encompass allI do not object to the things they ask for, but I doubt whether these encompass all



our requirements.  And their priorities, are they the same as mine?  I do not thinkour requirements.  And their priorities, are they the same as mine?  I do not thinkour requirements.  And their priorities, are they the same as mine?  I do not thinkour requirements.  And their priorities, are they the same as mine?  I do not think

so.  I heard just now that the amendment will be followed by another one to be movedso.  I heard just now that the amendment will be followed by another one to be movedso.  I heard just now that the amendment will be followed by another one to be movedso.  I heard just now that the amendment will be followed by another one to be moved

by the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  I find that Mr CHIM's amendment motion also touchesby the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  I find that Mr CHIM's amendment motion also touchesby the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  I find that Mr CHIM's amendment motion also touchesby the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  I find that Mr CHIM's amendment motion also touches

on the issues of smooth transition and the Basic Law which I have mentioned just now.on the issues of smooth transition and the Basic Law which I have mentioned just now.on the issues of smooth transition and the Basic Law which I have mentioned just now.on the issues of smooth transition and the Basic Law which I have mentioned just now.

Of the two amendments, I consider Mr CHIM's more substantial.  Yet, I still maintainOf the two amendments, I consider Mr CHIM's more substantial.  Yet, I still maintainOf the two amendments, I consider Mr CHIM's more substantial.  Yet, I still maintainOf the two amendments, I consider Mr CHIM's more substantial.  Yet, I still maintain

my original motion since it is so broadly worded that people will have a chance tomy original motion since it is so broadly worded that people will have a chance tomy original motion since it is so broadly worded that people will have a chance tomy original motion since it is so broadly worded that people will have a chance to

speak out freely and express their views without constraint.speak out freely and express their views without constraint.speak out freely and express their views without constraint.speak out freely and express their views without constraint.

Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr Martin LEE has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr Martin LEE has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr Martin LEE has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr Martin LEE has given notice to move an amendment to the motion.

Mr CHIM Pui-chung has also given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE'sMr CHIM Pui-chung has also given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE'sMr CHIM Pui-chung has also given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE'sMr CHIM Pui-chung has also given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE's

proposed amendment.  Both amendments have been circulated to Members and have alsoproposed amendment.  Both amendments have been circulated to Members and have alsoproposed amendment.  Both amendments have been circulated to Members and have alsoproposed amendment.  Both amendments have been circulated to Members and have also

been tabled.  I shall first call upon Mr LEE to move his amendment to the motion.been tabled.  I shall first call upon Mr LEE to move his amendment to the motion.been tabled.  I shall first call upon Mr LEE to move his amendment to the motion.been tabled.  I shall first call upon Mr LEE to move his amendment to the motion.

After Mr LEE has moved his amendment I shall then call upon Mr CHIM to move hisAfter Mr LEE has moved his amendment I shall then call upon Mr CHIM to move hisAfter Mr LEE has moved his amendment I shall then call upon Mr CHIM to move hisAfter Mr LEE has moved his amendment I shall then call upon Mr CHIM to move his

amendment to Mr LEE's proposed amendment.  After Members have debated Mr CHIM'samendment to Mr LEE's proposed amendment.  After Members have debated Mr CHIM'samendment to Mr LEE's proposed amendment.  After Members have debated Mr CHIM'samendment to Mr LEE's proposed amendment.  After Members have debated Mr CHIM's

amendment, we will vote on his amendment first.  I now call Mr Martin LEE to speakamendment, we will vote on his amendment first.  I now call Mr Martin LEE to speakamendment, we will vote on his amendment first.  I now call Mr Martin LEE to speakamendment, we will vote on his amendment first.  I now call Mr Martin LEE to speak

and to move his amendment.and to move his amendment.and to move his amendment.and to move his amendment.

MR MARTIN LEE moved the following amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion:MR MARTIN LEE moved the following amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion:MR MARTIN LEE moved the following amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion:MR MARTIN LEE moved the following amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion:

To add after "consideration" the following:To add after "consideration" the following:To add after "consideration" the following:To add after "consideration" the following:

", and stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed", and stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed", and stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed", and stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed

to defending the Joint Declaration, establishing a  democratic political system into defending the Joint Declaration, establishing a  democratic political system into defending the Joint Declaration, establishing a  democratic political system into defending the Joint Declaration, establishing a  democratic political system in

Hong Kong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, andHong Kong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, andHong Kong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, andHong Kong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and

placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."

MR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in principle, the United DemocratsMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in principle, the United DemocratsMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in principle, the United DemocratsMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in principle, the United Democrats

of Hong Kong (UDHK) do not object to holding a motion debate on the question of theof Hong Kong (UDHK) do not object to holding a motion debate on the question of theof Hong Kong (UDHK) do not object to holding a motion debate on the question of theof Hong Kong (UDHK) do not object to holding a motion debate on the question of the

next Governor.  However, we think that the content of the debate must have anext Governor.  However, we think that the content of the debate must have anext Governor.  However, we think that the content of the debate must have anext Governor.  However, we think that the content of the debate must have a

substantive meaning.  Unfortunately, the motion which Mr Howard YOUNG moves todaysubstantive meaning.  Unfortunately, the motion which Mr Howard YOUNG moves todaysubstantive meaning.  Unfortunately, the motion which Mr Howard YOUNG moves todaysubstantive meaning.  Unfortunately, the motion which Mr Howard YOUNG moves today

does not have any concrete meaning.  It can only be regarded as an empty gesture.does not have any concrete meaning.  It can only be regarded as an empty gesture.does not have any concrete meaning.  It can only be regarded as an empty gesture.does not have any concrete meaning.  It can only be regarded as an empty gesture.



Not only that, if we pass Mr YOUNG's motion, we would give the British GovernmentNot only that, if we pass Mr YOUNG's motion, we would give the British GovernmentNot only that, if we pass Mr YOUNG's motion, we would give the British GovernmentNot only that, if we pass Mr YOUNG's motion, we would give the British Government

the wrong impression that Hong Kong's concern with the question of the next Governorthe wrong impression that Hong Kong's concern with the question of the next Governorthe wrong impression that Hong Kong's concern with the question of the next Governorthe wrong impression that Hong Kong's concern with the question of the next Governor

stops here and that the Legislative Council does not even have a stand at all exceptstops here and that the Legislative Council does not even have a stand at all exceptstops here and that the Legislative Council does not even have a stand at all exceptstops here and that the Legislative Council does not even have a stand at all except

a response out of courtesy.a response out of courtesy.a response out of courtesy.a response out of courtesy.

Basically, whBasically, whBasically, whBasically, what the colonial government is required of in Mr YOUNG's motion isat the colonial government is required of in Mr YOUNG's motion isat the colonial government is required of in Mr YOUNG's motion isat the colonial government is required of in Mr YOUNG's motion is

no more than sending some of the local press-cutting information to London.  Whatno more than sending some of the local press-cutting information to London.  Whatno more than sending some of the local press-cutting information to London.  Whatno more than sending some of the local press-cutting information to London.  What

the people of Hong Kong wish to see is certainly not this kind of perfunctory actthe people of Hong Kong wish to see is certainly not this kind of perfunctory actthe people of Hong Kong wish to see is certainly not this kind of perfunctory actthe people of Hong Kong wish to see is certainly not this kind of perfunctory act

of clipping newspapers.  Rather, they would like to see this Council convey to theof clipping newspapers.  Rather, they would like to see this Council convey to theof clipping newspapers.  Rather, they would like to see this Council convey to theof clipping newspapers.  Rather, they would like to see this Council convey to the

British Government in a responsible manner their expectations for the next GovernorBritish Government in a responsible manner their expectations for the next GovernorBritish Government in a responsible manner their expectations for the next GovernorBritish Government in a responsible manner their expectations for the next Governor

and convey to the British Government the stand of this Council clearly.  This is aand convey to the British Government the stand of this Council clearly.  This is aand convey to the British Government the stand of this Council clearly.  This is aand convey to the British Government the stand of this Council clearly.  This is a

responsibility which this Council cannot shirk.responsibility which this Council cannot shirk.responsibility which this Council cannot shirk.responsibility which this Council cannot shirk.

The Governor is the leader of the Hong Kong Government, and he is also a publicThe Governor is the leader of the Hong Kong Government, and he is also a publicThe Governor is the leader of the Hong Kong Government, and he is also a publicThe Governor is the leader of the Hong Kong Government, and he is also a public

servant of the people of Hong Kong.  In addition, the Governor's remuneration is borneservant of the people of Hong Kong.  In addition, the Governor's remuneration is borneservant of the people of Hong Kong.  In addition, the Governor's remuneration is borneservant of the people of Hong Kong.  In addition, the Governor's remuneration is borne

by Hong Kong and not British taxpayers.  While we may not decide who is to be theby Hong Kong and not British taxpayers.  While we may not decide who is to be theby Hong Kong and not British taxpayers.  While we may not decide who is to be theby Hong Kong and not British taxpayers.  While we may not decide who is to be the

next Governor, we must actively voice our opinions on the requirements for thenext Governor, we must actively voice our opinions on the requirements for thenext Governor, we must actively voice our opinions on the requirements for thenext Governor, we must actively voice our opinions on the requirements for the

governorship.  And such opinions will not constitute any restraint on Britain'sgovernorship.  And such opinions will not constitute any restraint on Britain'sgovernorship.  And such opinions will not constitute any restraint on Britain'sgovernorship.  And such opinions will not constitute any restraint on Britain's

constitutional power in appointing a colonial Governor in the capacity of a sovereignconstitutional power in appointing a colonial Governor in the capacity of a sovereignconstitutional power in appointing a colonial Governor in the capacity of a sovereignconstitutional power in appointing a colonial Governor in the capacity of a sovereign

state.state.state.state.

Members in this Council will definitely have diverse views on the requirementsMembers in this Council will definitely have diverse views on the requirementsMembers in this Council will definitely have diverse views on the requirementsMembers in this Council will definitely have diverse views on the requirements

for the next Governor of Hong Kong.  My amendment to the motion, therefore, isfor the next Governor of Hong Kong.  My amendment to the motion, therefore, isfor the next Governor of Hong Kong.  My amendment to the motion, therefore, isfor the next Governor of Hong Kong.  My amendment to the motion, therefore, is

confined to an inclusion in broad terms of the various basic principles we commonlyconfined to an inclusion in broad terms of the various basic principles we commonlyconfined to an inclusion in broad terms of the various basic principles we commonlyconfined to an inclusion in broad terms of the various basic principles we commonly

accept.  These principles are in fact nothing but the basis of many other requirements.accept.  These principles are in fact nothing but the basis of many other requirements.accept.  These principles are in fact nothing but the basis of many other requirements.accept.  These principles are in fact nothing but the basis of many other requirements.

I will briefly explain the stance of the UDHK towards these four principles.  Later,I will briefly explain the stance of the UDHK towards these four principles.  Later,I will briefly explain the stance of the UDHK towards these four principles.  Later,I will briefly explain the stance of the UDHK towards these four principles.  Later,

Dr Conrad LAM and Dr YEUNG Sum will explain these principles in greater detail.Dr Conrad LAM and Dr YEUNG Sum will explain these principles in greater detail.Dr Conrad LAM and Dr YEUNG Sum will explain these principles in greater detail.Dr Conrad LAM and Dr YEUNG Sum will explain these principles in greater detail.

The fThe fThe fThe first principle we put forward is that the new Governor must defend theirst principle we put forward is that the new Governor must defend theirst principle we put forward is that the new Governor must defend theirst principle we put forward is that the new Governor must defend the

Sino-British Joint Declaration.  I must point out with emphasis that the people ofSino-British Joint Declaration.  I must point out with emphasis that the people ofSino-British Joint Declaration.  I must point out with emphasis that the people ofSino-British Joint Declaration.  I must point out with emphasis that the people of

Hong Kong found the Joint Declaration acceptable when it was signed in 1984 becauseHong Kong found the Joint Declaration acceptable when it was signed in 1984 becauseHong Kong found the Joint Declaration acceptable when it was signed in 1984 becauseHong Kong found the Joint Declaration acceptable when it was signed in 1984 because

at that time they believed that the Joint Declaration would be strictly abided byat that time they believed that the Joint Declaration would be strictly abided byat that time they believed that the Joint Declaration would be strictly abided byat that time they believed that the Joint Declaration would be strictly abided by

and that all the undertakings for the people of Hong Kong could be realized.and that all the undertakings for the people of Hong Kong could be realized.and that all the undertakings for the people of Hong Kong could be realized.and that all the undertakings for the people of Hong Kong could be realized.

Unfortunately, the Joint Declaration has constantly been undermined ever since 1984.Unfortunately, the Joint Declaration has constantly been undermined ever since 1984.Unfortunately, the Joint Declaration has constantly been undermined ever since 1984.Unfortunately, the Joint Declaration has constantly been undermined ever since 1984.

The recent agreement on the Court of Final Appeal is an example.  It shows that theThe recent agreement on the Court of Final Appeal is an example.  It shows that theThe recent agreement on the Court of Final Appeal is an example.  It shows that theThe recent agreement on the Court of Final Appeal is an example.  It shows that the

Chinese and British Governments have failed to go strictly by the Joint DeclarationChinese and British Governments have failed to go strictly by the Joint DeclarationChinese and British Governments have failed to go strictly by the Joint DeclarationChinese and British Governments have failed to go strictly by the Joint Declaration

and yet time and again have claimed that they have fully complied with the Jointand yet time and again have claimed that they have fully complied with the Jointand yet time and again have claimed that they have fully complied with the Jointand yet time and again have claimed that they have fully complied with the Joint

Declaration in letter and in spirit.  The people of Hong Kong are caught in between,Declaration in letter and in spirit.  The people of Hong Kong are caught in between,Declaration in letter and in spirit.  The people of Hong Kong are caught in between,Declaration in letter and in spirit.  The people of Hong Kong are caught in between,



with no way to seek redress.  As Members of the Legislative Council, we indeed havewith no way to seek redress.  As Members of the Legislative Council, we indeed havewith no way to seek redress.  As Members of the Legislative Council, we indeed havewith no way to seek redress.  As Members of the Legislative Council, we indeed have

the responsibility to reflect the views of the people of Hong Kong.  Therefore, wethe responsibility to reflect the views of the people of Hong Kong.  Therefore, wethe responsibility to reflect the views of the people of Hong Kong.  Therefore, wethe responsibility to reflect the views of the people of Hong Kong.  Therefore, we

demand that the new Governor must defend the Joint Declaration.  This is the onlydemand that the new Governor must defend the Joint Declaration.  This is the onlydemand that the new Governor must defend the Joint Declaration.  This is the onlydemand that the new Governor must defend the Joint Declaration.  This is the only

way that Hong Kong can sustain its success.way that Hong Kong can sustain its success.way that Hong Kong can sustain its success.way that Hong Kong can sustain its success.

Our second principle is that the new Governor should be able to establish aOur second principle is that the new Governor should be able to establish aOur second principle is that the new Governor should be able to establish aOur second principle is that the new Governor should be able to establish a

democratic political system in Hong Kong.  In fact, the British Government promiseddemocratic political system in Hong Kong.  In fact, the British Government promiseddemocratic political system in Hong Kong.  In fact, the British Government promiseddemocratic political system in Hong Kong.  In fact, the British Government promised

the people of Hong Kong such a system as early as 1984.  This Council has repeatedlythe people of Hong Kong such a system as early as 1984.  This Council has repeatedlythe people of Hong Kong such a system as early as 1984.  This Council has repeatedlythe people of Hong Kong such a system as early as 1984.  This Council has repeatedly

urged the British Government to ensure that their promise will be honoured and inurged the British Government to ensure that their promise will be honoured and inurged the British Government to ensure that their promise will be honoured and inurged the British Government to ensure that their promise will be honoured and in

1989, an OMELCO consensus was reached regarding the democratization of Hong Kong.1989, an OMELCO consensus was reached regarding the democratization of Hong Kong.1989, an OMELCO consensus was reached regarding the democratization of Hong Kong.1989, an OMELCO consensus was reached regarding the democratization of Hong Kong.

Up to now, we still insist that we should proceed in the direction of the OMELCOUp to now, we still insist that we should proceed in the direction of the OMELCOUp to now, we still insist that we should proceed in the direction of the OMELCOUp to now, we still insist that we should proceed in the direction of the OMELCO

consensus.  The direct elections to the Legislative Council held last Septemberconsensus.  The direct elections to the Legislative Council held last Septemberconsensus.  The direct elections to the Legislative Council held last Septemberconsensus.  The direct elections to the Legislative Council held last September

clearly demonstrated the enthusiastic pursuit of democracy of the people of Hong Kong.clearly demonstrated the enthusiastic pursuit of democracy of the people of Hong Kong.clearly demonstrated the enthusiastic pursuit of democracy of the people of Hong Kong.clearly demonstrated the enthusiastic pursuit of democracy of the people of Hong Kong.

The people of Hong Kong have already made their historic choice in the realizationThe people of Hong Kong have already made their historic choice in the realizationThe people of Hong Kong have already made their historic choice in the realizationThe people of Hong Kong have already made their historic choice in the realization

of democracy.  The establishment of a democratic political system in Hong Kong isof democracy.  The establishment of a democratic political system in Hong Kong isof democracy.  The establishment of a democratic political system in Hong Kong isof democracy.  The establishment of a democratic political system in Hong Kong is

not only the honouring of promise and assumption of responsibility by the Britishnot only the honouring of promise and assumption of responsibility by the Britishnot only the honouring of promise and assumption of responsibility by the Britishnot only the honouring of promise and assumption of responsibility by the British

Government to the people of Hong Kong, but also an indisputable right of the peopleGovernment to the people of Hong Kong, but also an indisputable right of the peopleGovernment to the people of Hong Kong, but also an indisputable right of the peopleGovernment to the people of Hong Kong, but also an indisputable right of the people

of Hong Kong.  Any attempt to take away or evade establishing such political rightof Hong Kong.  Any attempt to take away or evade establishing such political rightof Hong Kong.  Any attempt to take away or evade establishing such political rightof Hong Kong.  Any attempt to take away or evade establishing such political right

is an enormous insult to those people of Hong Kong who have strived hard to fightis an enormous insult to those people of Hong Kong who have strived hard to fightis an enormous insult to those people of Hong Kong who have strived hard to fightis an enormous insult to those people of Hong Kong who have strived hard to fight

for democracy and actively participated in voting in the elections.  Therefore, wefor democracy and actively participated in voting in the elections.  Therefore, wefor democracy and actively participated in voting in the elections.  Therefore, wefor democracy and actively participated in voting in the elections.  Therefore, we

demand that the new Governor must secure a greater degree of democracy for Hong Kong.demand that the new Governor must secure a greater degree of democracy for Hong Kong.demand that the new Governor must secure a greater degree of democracy for Hong Kong.demand that the new Governor must secure a greater degree of democracy for Hong Kong.

Our third principle is that we wish the new Governor would improve the standardOur third principle is that we wish the new Governor would improve the standardOur third principle is that we wish the new Governor would improve the standardOur third principle is that we wish the new Governor would improve the standard

of living of the people of Hong Kong.  In fact, according to a recent survey mentionedof living of the people of Hong Kong.  In fact, according to a recent survey mentionedof living of the people of Hong Kong.  In fact, according to a recent survey mentionedof living of the people of Hong Kong.  In fact, according to a recent survey mentioned

by Mr Howard YOUNG just now, it has been revealed that the majority of the peopleby Mr Howard YOUNG just now, it has been revealed that the majority of the peopleby Mr Howard YOUNG just now, it has been revealed that the majority of the peopleby Mr Howard YOUNG just now, it has been revealed that the majority of the people

consider that the new Governor's top priority should be making good efforts to improveconsider that the new Governor's top priority should be making good efforts to improveconsider that the new Governor's top priority should be making good efforts to improveconsider that the new Governor's top priority should be making good efforts to improve

the people's standard of living.  Therefore, we think that the new Governor, whilstthe people's standard of living.  Therefore, we think that the new Governor, whilstthe people's standard of living.  Therefore, we think that the new Governor, whilstthe people's standard of living.  Therefore, we think that the new Governor, whilst

promoting our future economic development, should also make sure at the same timepromoting our future economic development, should also make sure at the same timepromoting our future economic development, should also make sure at the same timepromoting our future economic development, should also make sure at the same time

that improvements can be made to the standard of living of the people of Hong Kong.that improvements can be made to the standard of living of the people of Hong Kong.that improvements can be made to the standard of living of the people of Hong Kong.that improvements can be made to the standard of living of the people of Hong Kong.

Our fourth principle, which is also the most Our fourth principle, which is also the most Our fourth principle, which is also the most Our fourth principle, which is also the most important one, is that in our opinionimportant one, is that in our opinionimportant one, is that in our opinionimportant one, is that in our opinion

the new Governor should be committed to placing the interest of Hong Kong first andthe new Governor should be committed to placing the interest of Hong Kong first andthe new Governor should be committed to placing the interest of Hong Kong first andthe new Governor should be committed to placing the interest of Hong Kong first and

foremost at all times.  In the past, when dealing with issues such as the shoulderingforemost at all times.  In the past, when dealing with issues such as the shoulderingforemost at all times.  In the past, when dealing with issues such as the shoulderingforemost at all times.  In the past, when dealing with issues such as the shouldering

of financial burden in respect of the Vietnamese boat people, the new airport projectof financial burden in respect of the Vietnamese boat people, the new airport projectof financial burden in respect of the Vietnamese boat people, the new airport projectof financial burden in respect of the Vietnamese boat people, the new airport project

or the agreement on the Court of Final Appeal, there emerged a phenomenon that wheneveror the agreement on the Court of Final Appeal, there emerged a phenomenon that wheneveror the agreement on the Court of Final Appeal, there emerged a phenomenon that wheneveror the agreement on the Court of Final Appeal, there emerged a phenomenon that whenever

there was a conflict of interest between Hong Kong and Britain, the interest of Hongthere was a conflict of interest between Hong Kong and Britain, the interest of Hongthere was a conflict of interest between Hong Kong and Britain, the interest of Hongthere was a conflict of interest between Hong Kong and Britain, the interest of Hong

Kong was always sacrificed.Kong was always sacrificed.Kong was always sacrificed.Kong was always sacrificed.



In fact, this iIn fact, this iIn fact, this iIn fact, this is also a conflict we are faced with.  How can we ensure that as also a conflict we are faced with.  How can we ensure that as also a conflict we are faced with.  How can we ensure that as also a conflict we are faced with.  How can we ensure that a

colonial government -- one which is appointed by the British Government and iscolonial government -- one which is appointed by the British Government and iscolonial government -- one which is appointed by the British Government and iscolonial government -- one which is appointed by the British Government and is

required constitutionally to be accountable to the British Government only --willrequired constitutionally to be accountable to the British Government only --willrequired constitutionally to be accountable to the British Government only --willrequired constitutionally to be accountable to the British Government only --will

safeguard the interest of Hong Kong people?  Even if the British Government appointssafeguard the interest of Hong Kong people?  Even if the British Government appointssafeguard the interest of Hong Kong people?  Even if the British Government appointssafeguard the interest of Hong Kong people?  Even if the British Government appoints

a new Governor whom we deem perfect, the problem will not be resolved right awaya new Governor whom we deem perfect, the problem will not be resolved right awaya new Governor whom we deem perfect, the problem will not be resolved right awaya new Governor whom we deem perfect, the problem will not be resolved right away

because it involves the issue of acceptability and accountability of the colonialbecause it involves the issue of acceptability and accountability of the colonialbecause it involves the issue of acceptability and accountability of the colonialbecause it involves the issue of acceptability and accountability of the colonial

government as a whole.  Therefore, I hope this Council will make use of thisgovernment as a whole.  Therefore, I hope this Council will make use of thisgovernment as a whole.  Therefore, I hope this Council will make use of thisgovernment as a whole.  Therefore, I hope this Council will make use of this

opportunity to reflect clearly to the British Government our stance on this issue.opportunity to reflect clearly to the British Government our stance on this issue.opportunity to reflect clearly to the British Government our stance on this issue.opportunity to reflect clearly to the British Government our stance on this issue.

Eventually, as stated in the 1984 White Paper on Representative Government, theEventually, as stated in the 1984 White Paper on Representative Government, theEventually, as stated in the 1984 White Paper on Representative Government, theEventually, as stated in the 1984 White Paper on Representative Government, the

British Government must "develop progressively a system of government the authorityBritish Government must "develop progressively a system of government the authorityBritish Government must "develop progressively a system of government the authorityBritish Government must "develop progressively a system of government the authority

for which is firmly rooted in Hong Kong and which is able to represent authoritativelyfor which is firmly rooted in Hong Kong and which is able to represent authoritativelyfor which is firmly rooted in Hong Kong and which is able to represent authoritativelyfor which is firmly rooted in Hong Kong and which is able to represent authoritatively

the views of the people of Hong Kong and which is more directly accountable to thethe views of the people of Hong Kong and which is more directly accountable to thethe views of the people of Hong Kong and which is more directly accountable to thethe views of the people of Hong Kong and which is more directly accountable to the

people of Hong Kong".people of Hong Kong".people of Hong Kong".people of Hong Kong".

In order that the Hong Kong GoverIn order that the Hong Kong GoverIn order that the Hong Kong GoverIn order that the Hong Kong Government can administer Hong Kong effectively andnment can administer Hong Kong effectively andnment can administer Hong Kong effectively andnment can administer Hong Kong effectively and

win the support and trust of the Hong Kong people, a system must be instituted inwin the support and trust of the Hong Kong people, a system must be instituted inwin the support and trust of the Hong Kong people, a system must be instituted inwin the support and trust of the Hong Kong people, a system must be instituted in

Hong Kong under which the Government is held accountable to the people.  It is onlyHong Kong under which the Government is held accountable to the people.  It is onlyHong Kong under which the Government is held accountable to the people.  It is onlyHong Kong under which the Government is held accountable to the people.  It is only

by so doing can we ensure the smooth transition of the system of government in Hongby so doing can we ensure the smooth transition of the system of government in Hongby so doing can we ensure the smooth transition of the system of government in Hongby so doing can we ensure the smooth transition of the system of government in Hong

Kong in 1997 and beyond.  This is because the Joint Declaration has clearly statedKong in 1997 and beyond.  This is because the Joint Declaration has clearly statedKong in 1997 and beyond.  This is because the Joint Declaration has clearly statedKong in 1997 and beyond.  This is because the Joint Declaration has clearly stated

that after 1 July 1997 the executive authorities of Hong Kong shall be accountablethat after 1 July 1997 the executive authorities of Hong Kong shall be accountablethat after 1 July 1997 the executive authorities of Hong Kong shall be accountablethat after 1 July 1997 the executive authorities of Hong Kong shall be accountable

to the legislature and that "Hong Kong shall be administered by Hong Kong people andto the legislature and that "Hong Kong shall be administered by Hong Kong people andto the legislature and that "Hong Kong shall be administered by Hong Kong people andto the legislature and that "Hong Kong shall be administered by Hong Kong people and

shall enjoy a high degree of antonomy". If this system is not established in Hongshall enjoy a high degree of antonomy". If this system is not established in Hongshall enjoy a high degree of antonomy". If this system is not established in Hongshall enjoy a high degree of antonomy". If this system is not established in Hong

Kong before 1997, smooth convergence will be virtually out of the question.  In thatKong before 1997, smooth convergence will be virtually out of the question.  In thatKong before 1997, smooth convergence will be virtually out of the question.  In thatKong before 1997, smooth convergence will be virtually out of the question.  In that

event, 1997 would see chaos and instability.event, 1997 would see chaos and instability.event, 1997 would see chaos and instability.event, 1997 would see chaos and instability.

TherefTherefTherefTherefore, I hope that the British Government will take this opportunity of theore, I hope that the British Government will take this opportunity of theore, I hope that the British Government will take this opportunity of theore, I hope that the British Government will take this opportunity of the

change of governorship to review the policy towards Hong Kong and establish achange of governorship to review the policy towards Hong Kong and establish achange of governorship to review the policy towards Hong Kong and establish achange of governorship to review the policy towards Hong Kong and establish a

government which is able to better represent the people of Hong Kong and is accountablegovernment which is able to better represent the people of Hong Kong and is accountablegovernment which is able to better represent the people of Hong Kong and is accountablegovernment which is able to better represent the people of Hong Kong and is accountable

to the people of Hong Kong.  On the other hand, in order to show clearly that theto the people of Hong Kong.  On the other hand, in order to show clearly that theto the people of Hong Kong.  On the other hand, in order to show clearly that theto the people of Hong Kong.  On the other hand, in order to show clearly that the

Governor will be committed to placing the interests of the people of Hong Kong firstGovernor will be committed to placing the interests of the people of Hong Kong firstGovernor will be committed to placing the interests of the people of Hong Kong firstGovernor will be committed to placing the interests of the people of Hong Kong first

and foremost at all times, I hope that when the new Governor is sworn in, he can pledgeand foremost at all times, I hope that when the new Governor is sworn in, he can pledgeand foremost at all times, I hope that when the new Governor is sworn in, he can pledgeand foremost at all times, I hope that when the new Governor is sworn in, he can pledge

his allegiance to the people of Hong Kong instead of pledging allegiance to Her Majestyhis allegiance to the people of Hong Kong instead of pledging allegiance to Her Majestyhis allegiance to the people of Hong Kong instead of pledging allegiance to Her Majestyhis allegiance to the people of Hong Kong instead of pledging allegiance to Her Majesty

the Queen as previous governors of Hong Kong did.the Queen as previous governors of Hong Kong did.the Queen as previous governors of Hong Kong did.the Queen as previous governors of Hong Kong did.

These are my remarks (on my amendment to the motion).These are my remarks (on my amendment to the motion).These are my remarks (on my amendment to the motion).These are my remarks (on my amendment to the motion).

Regarding Mr CHIM Pui-chung's counter amendment to my amendment, the UDHK supRegarding Mr CHIM Pui-chung's counter amendment to my amendment, the UDHK supRegarding Mr CHIM Pui-chung's counter amendment to my amendment, the UDHK supRegarding Mr CHIM Pui-chung's counter amendment to my amendment, the UDHK supportportportport

his objectives of ensuring the smooth transfer of sovereignty and promoting the socialhis objectives of ensuring the smooth transfer of sovereignty and promoting the socialhis objectives of ensuring the smooth transfer of sovereignty and promoting the socialhis objectives of ensuring the smooth transfer of sovereignty and promoting the social



stability and economic prosperity of Hong Kong.  However, I find it difficult tostability and economic prosperity of Hong Kong.  However, I find it difficult tostability and economic prosperity of Hong Kong.  However, I find it difficult tostability and economic prosperity of Hong Kong.  However, I find it difficult to

understand his call for "establishing a democratic system in accord with the Basicunderstand his call for "establishing a democratic system in accord with the Basicunderstand his call for "establishing a democratic system in accord with the Basicunderstand his call for "establishing a democratic system in accord with the Basic

Law and the actual circumstances".  During the last Session of this Council, a motionLaw and the actual circumstances".  During the last Session of this Council, a motionLaw and the actual circumstances".  During the last Session of this Council, a motionLaw and the actual circumstances".  During the last Session of this Council, a motion

moved by Mr Allen LEE, which registered disappointment at the undemocratic Basic Law,moved by Mr Allen LEE, which registered disappointment at the undemocratic Basic Law,moved by Mr Allen LEE, which registered disappointment at the undemocratic Basic Law,moved by Mr Allen LEE, which registered disappointment at the undemocratic Basic Law,

was passed on 28 February 1990.  In addition, another motion moved by me which urgedwas passed on 28 February 1990.  In addition, another motion moved by me which urgedwas passed on 28 February 1990.  In addition, another motion moved by me which urgedwas passed on 28 February 1990.  In addition, another motion moved by me which urged

the Chinese and British Governments to amend, at a suitable time, the relevant clausesthe Chinese and British Governments to amend, at a suitable time, the relevant clausesthe Chinese and British Governments to amend, at a suitable time, the relevant clausesthe Chinese and British Governments to amend, at a suitable time, the relevant clauses

of the Basic Law according to the recommendations in the OMELCO "Comments on the Basicof the Basic Law according to the recommendations in the OMELCO "Comments on the Basicof the Basic Law according to the recommendations in the OMELCO "Comments on the Basicof the Basic Law according to the recommendations in the OMELCO "Comments on the Basic

Law (Draft)", was passed by this Council on 4 April 1990.  At that time, this CouncilLaw (Draft)", was passed by this Council on 4 April 1990.  At that time, this CouncilLaw (Draft)", was passed by this Council on 4 April 1990.  At that time, this CouncilLaw (Draft)", was passed by this Council on 4 April 1990.  At that time, this Council

had already reached a consensus, that is, we had to strive to amend the Basic Lawhad already reached a consensus, that is, we had to strive to amend the Basic Lawhad already reached a consensus, that is, we had to strive to amend the Basic Lawhad already reached a consensus, that is, we had to strive to amend the Basic Law

in accord with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong.in accord with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong.in accord with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong.in accord with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong.

I do not know whether the Basic Law mentioned in Mr CHIM's unexpected counterI do not know whether the Basic Law mentioned in Mr CHIM's unexpected counterI do not know whether the Basic Law mentioned in Mr CHIM's unexpected counterI do not know whether the Basic Law mentioned in Mr CHIM's unexpected counter

amendment is one which is acceptable to this Council, which is subject to amendmentamendment is one which is acceptable to this Council, which is subject to amendmentamendment is one which is acceptable to this Council, which is subject to amendmentamendment is one which is acceptable to this Council, which is subject to amendment

in accordance with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong and which would speed upin accordance with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong and which would speed upin accordance with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong and which would speed upin accordance with the wishes of the people of Hong Kong and which would speed up

the development of a democratic system in Hong Kong.  If it is so, the UDHK will givethe development of a democratic system in Hong Kong.  If it is so, the UDHK will givethe development of a democratic system in Hong Kong.  If it is so, the UDHK will givethe development of a democratic system in Hong Kong.  If it is so, the UDHK will give

their full support.  But if the Basic Law mentioned by Mr CHIM is the one which imposestheir full support.  But if the Basic Law mentioned by Mr CHIM is the one which imposestheir full support.  But if the Basic Law mentioned by Mr CHIM is the one which imposestheir full support.  But if the Basic Law mentioned by Mr CHIM is the one which imposes

restriction on the system of government in Hong Kong and which cannot be amended,restriction on the system of government in Hong Kong and which cannot be amended,restriction on the system of government in Hong Kong and which cannot be amended,restriction on the system of government in Hong Kong and which cannot be amended,

then it apparently runs counter to the consensus reached by this Council, and we cannotthen it apparently runs counter to the consensus reached by this Council, and we cannotthen it apparently runs counter to the consensus reached by this Council, and we cannotthen it apparently runs counter to the consensus reached by this Council, and we cannot

accept that.  I hope Mr CHIM could clarify this point.  I do not mean that we cannotaccept that.  I hope Mr CHIM could clarify this point.  I do not mean that we cannotaccept that.  I hope Mr CHIM could clarify this point.  I do not mean that we cannotaccept that.  I hope Mr CHIM could clarify this point.  I do not mean that we cannot

overturn the decisions made by this Council in the past, but in doing so we must beoverturn the decisions made by this Council in the past, but in doing so we must beoverturn the decisions made by this Council in the past, but in doing so we must beoverturn the decisions made by this Council in the past, but in doing so we must be

in line with the spirit of the proceedings.  Our motion debate today is on the questionin line with the spirit of the proceedings.  Our motion debate today is on the questionin line with the spirit of the proceedings.  Our motion debate today is on the questionin line with the spirit of the proceedings.  Our motion debate today is on the question

of the next Governor of Hong Kong.  Mr CHIM really should not take this opportunityof the next Governor of Hong Kong.  Mr CHIM really should not take this opportunityof the next Governor of Hong Kong.  Mr CHIM really should not take this opportunityof the next Governor of Hong Kong.  Mr CHIM really should not take this opportunity

to move a counter amendment in an attempt to overturn the decisions made by thisto move a counter amendment in an attempt to overturn the decisions made by thisto move a counter amendment in an attempt to overturn the decisions made by thisto move a counter amendment in an attempt to overturn the decisions made by this

Council in the past without giving our colleagues sufficient time for preparation.Council in the past without giving our colleagues sufficient time for preparation.Council in the past without giving our colleagues sufficient time for preparation.Council in the past without giving our colleagues sufficient time for preparation.

This is unfair to our colleagues.  If some other Councillors also take the opportunityThis is unfair to our colleagues.  If some other Councillors also take the opportunityThis is unfair to our colleagues.  If some other Councillors also take the opportunityThis is unfair to our colleagues.  If some other Councillors also take the opportunity

of today's debate on the new governorship of Hong Kong to move counter counterof today's debate on the new governorship of Hong Kong to move counter counterof today's debate on the new governorship of Hong Kong to move counter counterof today's debate on the new governorship of Hong Kong to move counter counter

amendment, demanding that the next Governor of Hong Kong .....amendment, demanding that the next Governor of Hong Kong .....amendment, demanding that the next Governor of Hong Kong .....amendment, demanding that the next Governor of Hong Kong .....

MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Martin LEE is attacking my motives of proposingMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Martin LEE is attacking my motives of proposingMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Martin LEE is attacking my motives of proposingMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Martin LEE is attacking my motives of proposing

an amendment.  I should like him to clarify, Mr Deputy President.an amendment.  I should like him to clarify, Mr Deputy President.an amendment.  I should like him to clarify, Mr Deputy President.an amendment.  I should like him to clarify, Mr Deputy President.

MR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Speaking in Cantonese as I did, I do not understandMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Speaking in Cantonese as I did, I do not understandMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Speaking in Cantonese as I did, I do not understandMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Speaking in Cantonese as I did, I do not understand

why Mr CHIM failed to understand it.  I only wanted him to clarify his point withwhy Mr CHIM failed to understand it.  I only wanted him to clarify his point withwhy Mr CHIM failed to understand it.  I only wanted him to clarify his point withwhy Mr CHIM failed to understand it.  I only wanted him to clarify his point with

regard to the Basic Law.  Which set of Basic Law was he referring to?  Was he referringregard to the Basic Law.  Which set of Basic Law was he referring to?  Was he referringregard to the Basic Law.  Which set of Basic Law was he referring to?  Was he referringregard to the Basic Law.  Which set of Basic Law was he referring to?  Was he referring

to a piece of Basic Law that can be changed?  I did not attack his motives.  I respectto a piece of Basic Law that can be changed?  I did not attack his motives.  I respectto a piece of Basic Law that can be changed?  I did not attack his motives.  I respectto a piece of Basic Law that can be changed?  I did not attack his motives.  I respect

and appreciate his humour.and appreciate his humour.and appreciate his humour.and appreciate his humour.



MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am to move an amendment inMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am to move an amendment inMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am to move an amendment inMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am to move an amendment in

accordance with Standing Orders.  As a long serving Member of this Council, Mr Martinaccordance with Standing Orders.  As a long serving Member of this Council, Mr Martinaccordance with Standing Orders.  As a long serving Member of this Council, Mr Martinaccordance with Standing Orders.  As a long serving Member of this Council, Mr Martin

LEE should be well familiar with Standing Orders; if not, he should, given his positionLEE should be well familiar with Standing Orders; if not, he should, given his positionLEE should be well familiar with Standing Orders; if not, he should, given his positionLEE should be well familiar with Standing Orders; if not, he should, given his position

as a barrister, buckle down to studying them.as a barrister, buckle down to studying them.as a barrister, buckle down to studying them.as a barrister, buckle down to studying them.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We cannot have personal remarks of that nature in this Chamber,DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We cannot have personal remarks of that nature in this Chamber,DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We cannot have personal remarks of that nature in this Chamber,DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We cannot have personal remarks of that nature in this Chamber,

Mr CHIM.  You have not taken a point of order that I can uphold and I will inviteMr CHIM.  You have not taken a point of order that I can uphold and I will inviteMr CHIM.  You have not taken a point of order that I can uphold and I will inviteMr CHIM.  You have not taken a point of order that I can uphold and I will invite

Mr Martin LEE to continue.  You will have of course your chance to reply fully toMr Martin LEE to continue.  You will have of course your chance to reply fully toMr Martin LEE to continue.  You will have of course your chance to reply fully toMr Martin LEE to continue.  You will have of course your chance to reply fully to

Mr LEE.Mr LEE.Mr LEE.Mr LEE.

MR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese):  .... should abolish the policy of importation of labourMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese):  .... should abolish the policy of importation of labourMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese):  .... should abolish the policy of importation of labourMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese):  .... should abolish the policy of importation of labour

introduced by the present Governor, then would that be regarded as fair?introduced by the present Governor, then would that be regarded as fair?introduced by the present Governor, then would that be regarded as fair?introduced by the present Governor, then would that be regarded as fair?

Therefore, if Mr CHIM does not clarify the point mentioned above, Mr DeputyTherefore, if Mr CHIM does not clarify the point mentioned above, Mr DeputyTherefore, if Mr CHIM does not clarify the point mentioned above, Mr DeputyTherefore, if Mr CHIM does not clarify the point mentioned above, Mr Deputy

President, I would call upon the colleagues in this Council to vote against the counterPresident, I would call upon the colleagues in this Council to vote against the counterPresident, I would call upon the colleagues in this Council to vote against the counterPresident, I would call upon the colleagues in this Council to vote against the counter

amendment moved by Mr CHIM.amendment moved by Mr CHIM.amendment moved by Mr CHIM.amendment moved by Mr CHIM.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I conclude my speech.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I conclude my speech.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I conclude my speech.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I conclude my speech.

Question on Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.Question on Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.Question on Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.Question on Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion proposed.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As Mr CHIM has given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE'sDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As Mr CHIM has given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE'sDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As Mr CHIM has given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE'sDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As Mr CHIM has given notice to move an amendment to Mr Martin LEE's

amendment, I now call upon Mr CHIM to move his amendment.amendment, I now call upon Mr CHIM to move his amendment.amendment, I now call upon Mr CHIM to move his amendment.amendment, I now call upon Mr CHIM to move his amendment.

MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG moved the following amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment:MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG moved the following amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment:MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG moved the following amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment:MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG moved the following amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment:

To delete all that follow "Joint Declaration" and suTo delete all that follow "Joint Declaration" and suTo delete all that follow "Joint Declaration" and suTo delete all that follow "Joint Declaration" and substitute the following:bstitute the following:bstitute the following:bstitute the following:

", ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997, promoting social stability and", ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997, promoting social stability and", ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997, promoting social stability and", ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997, promoting social stability and

economic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing a democratic political system foreconomic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing a democratic political system foreconomic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing a democratic political system foreconomic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing a democratic political system for

the territory in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, working onthe territory in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, working onthe territory in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, working onthe territory in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, working on

behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interestsbehalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interestsbehalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interestsbehalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interests

of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."



MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, first I would like to takeMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, first I would like to takeMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, first I would like to takeMR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, first I would like to take

this opportunity to thank our Governor, Sir David WILSON, for his service and devotionthis opportunity to thank our Governor, Sir David WILSON, for his service and devotionthis opportunity to thank our Governor, Sir David WILSON, for his service and devotionthis opportunity to thank our Governor, Sir David WILSON, for his service and devotion

to the territory in the last five years or so.  I am not boot-licking; it is the actualto the territory in the last five years or so.  I am not boot-licking; it is the actualto the territory in the last five years or so.  I am not boot-licking; it is the actualto the territory in the last five years or so.  I am not boot-licking; it is the actual

fact.  Given the present political circumstances, the success in maintainingfact.  Given the present political circumstances, the success in maintainingfact.  Given the present political circumstances, the success in maintainingfact.  Given the present political circumstances, the success in maintaining

stability and prosperity is already a commendable achievement.  I sincerely hope thatstability and prosperity is already a commendable achievement.  I sincerely hope thatstability and prosperity is already a commendable achievement.  I sincerely hope thatstability and prosperity is already a commendable achievement.  I sincerely hope that

our present Governor will, in the months before he leaves office, continue to leadour present Governor will, in the months before he leaves office, continue to leadour present Governor will, in the months before he leaves office, continue to leadour present Governor will, in the months before he leaves office, continue to lead

his officials in discharging their duties faithfully in the service of Hong Konghis officials in discharging their duties faithfully in the service of Hong Konghis officials in discharging their duties faithfully in the service of Hong Konghis officials in discharging their duties faithfully in the service of Hong Kong

people.people.people.people.

The Honourable HoThe Honourable HoThe Honourable HoThe Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion, which fits the trend and pays full respectward YOUNG's motion, which fits the trend and pays full respectward YOUNG's motion, which fits the trend and pays full respectward YOUNG's motion, which fits the trend and pays full respect

to public opinion, does not only embody the spirit of modern-day democracy but alsoto public opinion, does not only embody the spirit of modern-day democracy but alsoto public opinion, does not only embody the spirit of modern-day democracy but alsoto public opinion, does not only embody the spirit of modern-day democracy but also

gives full expression to the efficiency and effectiveness of our legislature.  Thegives full expression to the efficiency and effectiveness of our legislature.  Thegives full expression to the efficiency and effectiveness of our legislature.  Thegives full expression to the efficiency and effectiveness of our legislature.  The

Honourable Martin LEE however proposes in his amendment to add the following to theHonourable Martin LEE however proposes in his amendment to add the following to theHonourable Martin LEE however proposes in his amendment to add the following to theHonourable Martin LEE however proposes in his amendment to add the following to the

Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion, which he has described as without substance:Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion, which he has described as without substance:Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion, which he has described as without substance:Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion, which he has described as without substance:

"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to

defending the Joint Declaration, establishing a democratic political system in Hongdefending the Joint Declaration, establishing a democratic political system in Hongdefending the Joint Declaration, establishing a democratic political system in Hongdefending the Joint Declaration, establishing a democratic political system in Hong

Kong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placingKong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placingKong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placingKong, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of living, and placing

the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all time."the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all time."the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all time."the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all time."

I do admire the able leadership of Mr Martin LEE as head of the United Democrats butI do admire the able leadership of Mr Martin LEE as head of the United Democrats butI do admire the able leadership of Mr Martin LEE as head of the United Democrats butI do admire the able leadership of Mr Martin LEE as head of the United Democrats but

allow me to say that Mr LEE's amendment only gives full expression to the views ofallow me to say that Mr LEE's amendment only gives full expression to the views ofallow me to say that Mr LEE's amendment only gives full expression to the views ofallow me to say that Mr LEE's amendment only gives full expression to the views of

the United Democrats.  In order to reflect more accurately the full range of viewsthe United Democrats.  In order to reflect more accurately the full range of viewsthe United Democrats.  In order to reflect more accurately the full range of viewsthe United Democrats.  In order to reflect more accurately the full range of views

of the public, I am therefore proposing before this Council an amendment to Mr LEE'sof the public, I am therefore proposing before this Council an amendment to Mr LEE'sof the public, I am therefore proposing before this Council an amendment to Mr LEE'sof the public, I am therefore proposing before this Council an amendment to Mr LEE's

amendment motion which will preserve Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion yet rewordingamendment motion which will preserve Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion yet rewordingamendment motion which will preserve Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion yet rewordingamendment motion which will preserve Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion yet rewording

Mr LEE's amendment as follows:Mr LEE's amendment as follows:Mr LEE's amendment as follows:Mr LEE's amendment as follows:

"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to"stresses that it believes the next Governor should be a person who is committed to

defending the Joint Declaration, ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997,defending the Joint Declaration, ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997,defending the Joint Declaration, ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997,defending the Joint Declaration, ensuring a smooth transfer of sovereignty in 1997,

promoting social stability and economic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing apromoting social stability and economic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing apromoting social stability and economic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing apromoting social stability and economic prosperity in Hong Kong and establishing a

democratic political system for the territory in accord with the Basic Law and thedemocratic political system for the territory in accord with the Basic Law and thedemocratic political system for the territory in accord with the Basic Law and thedemocratic political system for the territory in accord with the Basic Law and the

actual circumstances, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard ofactual circumstances, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard ofactual circumstances, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard ofactual circumstances, working on behalf of all citizens to improve our standard of

living, and placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."living, and placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."living, and placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."living, and placing the interests of Hong Kong first and foremost at all times."

The four points relating to the requirements the next Governor should meet asThe four points relating to the requirements the next Governor should meet asThe four points relating to the requirements the next Governor should meet asThe four points relating to the requirements the next Governor should meet as

proposed in Mr Martin LEE's amendment essentially represent the views of the Unitedproposed in Mr Martin LEE's amendment essentially represent the views of the Unitedproposed in Mr Martin LEE's amendment essentially represent the views of the Unitedproposed in Mr Martin LEE's amendment essentially represent the views of the United

Democrats.  In this respect I would say that Mr LEE has basically fulfilled his dutyDemocrats.  In this respect I would say that Mr LEE has basically fulfilled his dutyDemocrats.  In this respect I would say that Mr LEE has basically fulfilled his dutyDemocrats.  In this respect I would say that Mr LEE has basically fulfilled his duty



towards his party.  But I am afraid that some Members will find it hard to agree totowards his party.  But I am afraid that some Members will find it hard to agree totowards his party.  But I am afraid that some Members will find it hard to agree totowards his party.  But I am afraid that some Members will find it hard to agree to

Mr LEE's amendment. What is glaringly absent from the four points, which accentuatesMr LEE's amendment. What is glaringly absent from the four points, which accentuatesMr LEE's amendment. What is glaringly absent from the four points, which accentuatesMr LEE's amendment. What is glaringly absent from the four points, which accentuates

the amendment's lack of general representativeness, is the regard to a smooth transferthe amendment's lack of general representativeness, is the regard to a smooth transferthe amendment's lack of general representativeness, is the regard to a smooth transferthe amendment's lack of general representativeness, is the regard to a smooth transfer

of sovereignty.  Members should be aware that, according to the public opinion surveyof sovereignty.  Members should be aware that, according to the public opinion surveyof sovereignty.  Members should be aware that, according to the public opinion surveyof sovereignty.  Members should be aware that, according to the public opinion survey

Mr Howard YOUNG has mentioned in his speech, ensuring a smooth transfer of soverignityMr Howard YOUNG has mentioned in his speech, ensuring a smooth transfer of soverignityMr Howard YOUNG has mentioned in his speech, ensuring a smooth transfer of soverignityMr Howard YOUNG has mentioned in his speech, ensuring a smooth transfer of soverignity

ranks second among the expectations Hong Kong people have of the next Governor.  Soranks second among the expectations Hong Kong people have of the next Governor.  Soranks second among the expectations Hong Kong people have of the next Governor.  Soranks second among the expectations Hong Kong people have of the next Governor.  So

I really do not understand why the United Democrats should leave out this point.I really do not understand why the United Democrats should leave out this point.I really do not understand why the United Democrats should leave out this point.I really do not understand why the United Democrats should leave out this point.

Moreover stability and prosperity are what make Hong Kong tick; they form also theMoreover stability and prosperity are what make Hong Kong tick; they form also theMoreover stability and prosperity are what make Hong Kong tick; they form also theMoreover stability and prosperity are what make Hong Kong tick; they form also the

hope most cherished by the Hong Kong public; why then should the United Democratshope most cherished by the Hong Kong public; why then should the United Democratshope most cherished by the Hong Kong public; why then should the United Democratshope most cherished by the Hong Kong public; why then should the United Democrats

ignore this point?  Democratic system or structure can be very wide in scope withignore this point?  Democratic system or structure can be very wide in scope withignore this point?  Democratic system or structure can be very wide in scope withignore this point?  Democratic system or structure can be very wide in scope with

no set definition as to its bounds.  The United States of America has its unique systemno set definition as to its bounds.  The United States of America has its unique systemno set definition as to its bounds.  The United States of America has its unique systemno set definition as to its bounds.  The United States of America has its unique system

of democracy; the same applies to the United Kingdom.  I believe the future Governorof democracy; the same applies to the United Kingdom.  I believe the future Governorof democracy; the same applies to the United Kingdom.  I believe the future Governorof democracy; the same applies to the United Kingdom.  I believe the future Governor

of Hong Kong will, in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, establishof Hong Kong will, in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, establishof Hong Kong will, in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, establishof Hong Kong will, in accord with the Basic Law and the actual circumstances, establish

for the territory a democratic political system which should well reflect the wishesfor the territory a democratic political system which should well reflect the wishesfor the territory a democratic political system which should well reflect the wishesfor the territory a democratic political system which should well reflect the wishes

of the people of Hong Kong.  I do hope that the United Democrats will, in a spiritof the people of Hong Kong.  I do hope that the United Democrats will, in a spiritof the people of Hong Kong.  I do hope that the United Democrats will, in a spiritof the people of Hong Kong.  I do hope that the United Democrats will, in a spirit

of resignation perhaps, support my amendment and I am looking forward also to theof resignation perhaps, support my amendment and I am looking forward also to theof resignation perhaps, support my amendment and I am looking forward also to theof resignation perhaps, support my amendment and I am looking forward also to the

substantive support of other Members of this Council.  Regarding the democraticsubstantive support of other Members of this Council.  Regarding the democraticsubstantive support of other Members of this Council.  Regarding the democraticsubstantive support of other Members of this Council.  Regarding the democratic

political structure which Mr Martin LEE mentioned a while ago, I would say that thispolitical structure which Mr Martin LEE mentioned a while ago, I would say that thispolitical structure which Mr Martin LEE mentioned a while ago, I would say that thispolitical structure which Mr Martin LEE mentioned a while ago, I would say that this

should not be the subject of today's debate.  Were it to be true that the Basic Lawshould not be the subject of today's debate.  Were it to be true that the Basic Lawshould not be the subject of today's debate.  Were it to be true that the Basic Lawshould not be the subject of today's debate.  Were it to be true that the Basic Law

would not be in the interest of the people of Hong Kong, could I ask why the Honourablewould not be in the interest of the people of Hong Kong, could I ask why the Honourablewould not be in the interest of the people of Hong Kong, could I ask why the Honourablewould not be in the interest of the people of Hong Kong, could I ask why the Honourable

Martin LEE, while he was still a member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee, did notMartin LEE, while he was still a member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee, did notMartin LEE, while he was still a member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee, did notMartin LEE, while he was still a member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee, did not

bring this to the attention of other members of the Committee?  Was there any officialbring this to the attention of other members of the Committee?  Was there any officialbring this to the attention of other members of the Committee?  Was there any officialbring this to the attention of other members of the Committee?  Was there any official

record of this point having been raised given that Mr LEE did raise it at the meetingsrecord of this point having been raised given that Mr LEE did raise it at the meetingsrecord of this point having been raised given that Mr LEE did raise it at the meetingsrecord of this point having been raised given that Mr LEE did raise it at the meetings

of the Basic Law Drafting Committee.  It would be a gross dereliction of duty if Mrof the Basic Law Drafting Committee.  It would be a gross dereliction of duty if Mrof the Basic Law Drafting Committee.  It would be a gross dereliction of duty if Mrof the Basic Law Drafting Committee.  It would be a gross dereliction of duty if Mr

LEE waited until this present moment to voice his objection to the Basic Law.  OnLEE waited until this present moment to voice his objection to the Basic Law.  OnLEE waited until this present moment to voice his objection to the Basic Law.  OnLEE waited until this present moment to voice his objection to the Basic Law.  On

the other hand, if his objection were not heeded, the rejection could well be goodthe other hand, if his objection were not heeded, the rejection could well be goodthe other hand, if his objection were not heeded, the rejection could well be goodthe other hand, if his objection were not heeded, the rejection could well be good

evidence of the impracticability of his views in the context of actual circumstances.evidence of the impracticability of his views in the context of actual circumstances.evidence of the impracticability of his views in the context of actual circumstances.evidence of the impracticability of his views in the context of actual circumstances.

 Mr Deputy President, the appointment of the Governor for Hong Kong is in fact Mr Deputy President, the appointment of the Governor for Hong Kong is in fact Mr Deputy President, the appointment of the Governor for Hong Kong is in fact Mr Deputy President, the appointment of the Governor for Hong Kong is in fact

the prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  We, Members of the Hong Kongthe prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  We, Members of the Hong Kongthe prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  We, Members of the Hong Kongthe prerogative of Her Majesty's Government.  We, Members of the Hong Kong

Legislative Council, should under no circumstances deprive Her Majesty's GovernmentLegislative Council, should under no circumstances deprive Her Majesty's GovernmentLegislative Council, should under no circumstances deprive Her Majesty's GovernmentLegislative Council, should under no circumstances deprive Her Majesty's Government

of its right; indeed we cannot so deprive no matter how hard we may try.  We shouldof its right; indeed we cannot so deprive no matter how hard we may try.  We shouldof its right; indeed we cannot so deprive no matter how hard we may try.  We shouldof its right; indeed we cannot so deprive no matter how hard we may try.  We should

only voice the concern, on behalf of the people of Hong Kong, that Her Majesty'sonly voice the concern, on behalf of the people of Hong Kong, that Her Majesty'sonly voice the concern, on behalf of the people of Hong Kong, that Her Majesty'sonly voice the concern, on behalf of the people of Hong Kong, that Her Majesty's

Government should fulfil its duty and obligation as a sovereign government and thatGovernment should fulfil its duty and obligation as a sovereign government and thatGovernment should fulfil its duty and obligation as a sovereign government and thatGovernment should fulfil its duty and obligation as a sovereign government and that

it will understand and be sympathetic to the needs of the people of Hong Kong.it will understand and be sympathetic to the needs of the people of Hong Kong.it will understand and be sympathetic to the needs of the people of Hong Kong.it will understand and be sympathetic to the needs of the people of Hong Kong.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move to amend the amendment proposedMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move to amend the amendment proposedMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move to amend the amendment proposedMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move to amend the amendment proposed

by Mr Martin LEE.by Mr Martin LEE.by Mr Martin LEE.by Mr Martin LEE.



Question on Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment proposed.Question on Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment proposed.Question on Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment proposed.Question on Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment proposed.

MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.

I do so because it offers me the latitude in scope to express my views freely on theI do so because it offers me the latitude in scope to express my views freely on theI do so because it offers me the latitude in scope to express my views freely on theI do so because it offers me the latitude in scope to express my views freely on the

issue without being hampered by the arbitrary selection of specifics which may notissue without being hampered by the arbitrary selection of specifics which may notissue without being hampered by the arbitrary selection of specifics which may notissue without being hampered by the arbitrary selection of specifics which may not

fully represent the sentiment of our community.fully represent the sentiment of our community.fully represent the sentiment of our community.fully represent the sentiment of our community.

Before each and every speaker in this debate launches into his or her own listBefore each and every speaker in this debate launches into his or her own listBefore each and every speaker in this debate launches into his or her own listBefore each and every speaker in this debate launches into his or her own list

of qualities which he or she may regard as essential or desirable in our next Governor,of qualities which he or she may regard as essential or desirable in our next Governor,of qualities which he or she may regard as essential or desirable in our next Governor,of qualities which he or she may regard as essential or desirable in our next Governor,

perhaps we should ask why Hong Kong is placed in such a predicament.  Have our peopleperhaps we should ask why Hong Kong is placed in such a predicament.  Have our peopleperhaps we should ask why Hong Kong is placed in such a predicament.  Have our peopleperhaps we should ask why Hong Kong is placed in such a predicament.  Have our people

called for a change of Governor at this rather critical period of our developmentcalled for a change of Governor at this rather critical period of our developmentcalled for a change of Governor at this rather critical period of our developmentcalled for a change of Governor at this rather critical period of our development

when we have just experienced our first ever direct election and are still not quitewhen we have just experienced our first ever direct election and are still not quitewhen we have just experienced our first ever direct election and are still not quitewhen we have just experienced our first ever direct election and are still not quite

settled in the workings of a new style legislature?  Have our people voiced discontentsettled in the workings of a new style legislature?  Have our people voiced discontentsettled in the workings of a new style legislature?  Have our people voiced discontentsettled in the workings of a new style legislature?  Have our people voiced discontent

over the successful conclusion of the airport talks?  Have our people complainedover the successful conclusion of the airport talks?  Have our people complainedover the successful conclusion of the airport talks?  Have our people complainedover the successful conclusion of the airport talks?  Have our people complained

about the freedom we have all enjoyed in demonstrating our anguish and sorrow forabout the freedom we have all enjoyed in demonstrating our anguish and sorrow forabout the freedom we have all enjoyed in demonstrating our anguish and sorrow forabout the freedom we have all enjoyed in demonstrating our anguish and sorrow for

the events of June 4 in spite of the extremely sensitive displeasure displayed bythe events of June 4 in spite of the extremely sensitive displeasure displayed bythe events of June 4 in spite of the extremely sensitive displeasure displayed bythe events of June 4 in spite of the extremely sensitive displeasure displayed by

Beijing?  Are our people not generally appreciative of the difficult job that theBeijing?  Are our people not generally appreciative of the difficult job that theBeijing?  Are our people not generally appreciative of the difficult job that theBeijing?  Are our people not generally appreciative of the difficult job that the

Governor had to steer Hong Kong through in the last four or so years and would haveGovernor had to steer Hong Kong through in the last four or so years and would haveGovernor had to steer Hong Kong through in the last four or so years and would haveGovernor had to steer Hong Kong through in the last four or so years and would have

been quite happy to see him continue in the job for sometime yet?been quite happy to see him continue in the job for sometime yet?been quite happy to see him continue in the job for sometime yet?been quite happy to see him continue in the job for sometime yet?

The rumour that there was a campaign staged in London to bring about a changeThe rumour that there was a campaign staged in London to bring about a changeThe rumour that there was a campaign staged in London to bring about a changeThe rumour that there was a campaign staged in London to bring about a change

of appointee has been circulated for over a year.  It was said that some Britishof appointee has been circulated for over a year.  It was said that some Britishof appointee has been circulated for over a year.  It was said that some Britishof appointee has been circulated for over a year.  It was said that some British

businessmen took the view that their interests have not been adequately looked afterbusinessmen took the view that their interests have not been adequately looked afterbusinessmen took the view that their interests have not been adequately looked afterbusinessmen took the view that their interests have not been adequately looked after

by this Governor, and pressure has been brought to bear for a replacement who mayby this Governor, and pressure has been brought to bear for a replacement who mayby this Governor, and pressure has been brought to bear for a replacement who mayby this Governor, and pressure has been brought to bear for a replacement who may

be more sympathetic to British interests in Hong Kong.  If such rumours were true,be more sympathetic to British interests in Hong Kong.  If such rumours were true,be more sympathetic to British interests in Hong Kong.  If such rumours were true,be more sympathetic to British interests in Hong Kong.  If such rumours were true,

then this speaks more loudly than anything else that this Governor has not compromisedthen this speaks more loudly than anything else that this Governor has not compromisedthen this speaks more loudly than anything else that this Governor has not compromisedthen this speaks more loudly than anything else that this Governor has not compromised

the interests of Hong Kong in favour of British interests as some critics have usthe interests of Hong Kong in favour of British interests as some critics have usthe interests of Hong Kong in favour of British interests as some critics have usthe interests of Hong Kong in favour of British interests as some critics have us

believe.believe.believe.believe.

But then in spite of all the political and financial ups and downs of Hong KongBut then in spite of all the political and financial ups and downs of Hong KongBut then in spite of all the political and financial ups and downs of Hong KongBut then in spite of all the political and financial ups and downs of Hong Kong

during his term of office, Sir David WILSON has enjoyed the support and goodwill ofduring his term of office, Sir David WILSON has enjoyed the support and goodwill ofduring his term of office, Sir David WILSON has enjoyed the support and goodwill ofduring his term of office, Sir David WILSON has enjoyed the support and goodwill of

this community.  He might have been the target of harsh criticisms both in thisthis community.  He might have been the target of harsh criticisms both in thisthis community.  He might have been the target of harsh criticisms both in thisthis community.  He might have been the target of harsh criticisms both in this

Council and in the media over a number of issues, but one could not but be impressedCouncil and in the media over a number of issues, but one could not but be impressedCouncil and in the media over a number of issues, but one could not but be impressedCouncil and in the media over a number of issues, but one could not but be impressed

by the immense popularity he enjoys wherever he visits.  It has often amazed me toby the immense popularity he enjoys wherever he visits.  It has often amazed me toby the immense popularity he enjoys wherever he visits.  It has often amazed me toby the immense popularity he enjoys wherever he visits.  It has often amazed me to

see how people here warm up to him and vice versa.  He has been accepted as one ofsee how people here warm up to him and vice versa.  He has been accepted as one ofsee how people here warm up to him and vice versa.  He has been accepted as one ofsee how people here warm up to him and vice versa.  He has been accepted as one of

us here, and the robust way he spoke for and on behalf of Hong Kong after June 4,us here, and the robust way he spoke for and on behalf of Hong Kong after June 4,us here, and the robust way he spoke for and on behalf of Hong Kong after June 4,us here, and the robust way he spoke for and on behalf of Hong Kong after June 4,



especially in fighting for British passports, travelling the world to rebuildespecially in fighting for British passports, travelling the world to rebuildespecially in fighting for British passports, travelling the world to rebuildespecially in fighting for British passports, travelling the world to rebuild

investors' confidence, and taking the initiative to re-establish a dialogue withinvestors' confidence, and taking the initiative to re-establish a dialogue withinvestors' confidence, and taking the initiative to re-establish a dialogue withinvestors' confidence, and taking the initiative to re-establish a dialogue with

Beijing, have demonstrated his integrity, courage and commitment to Hong Kong.Beijing, have demonstrated his integrity, courage and commitment to Hong Kong.Beijing, have demonstrated his integrity, courage and commitment to Hong Kong.Beijing, have demonstrated his integrity, courage and commitment to Hong Kong.

Since the announcement of his undatedSince the announcement of his undatedSince the announcement of his undatedSince the announcement of his undated departure, this community has been departure, this community has been departure, this community has been departure, this community has been

uncharacteristically vocal about its dissatisfaction with Britain over the way sheuncharacteristically vocal about its dissatisfaction with Britain over the way sheuncharacteristically vocal about its dissatisfaction with Britain over the way sheuncharacteristically vocal about its dissatisfaction with Britain over the way she

has handled the whole affair.  The announcement has been regarded to be prematurehas handled the whole affair.  The announcement has been regarded to be prematurehas handled the whole affair.  The announcement has been regarded to be prematurehas handled the whole affair.  The announcement has been regarded to be premature

since no choice of successor has been made.  Hong Kong just could not understand whysince no choice of successor has been made.  Hong Kong just could not understand whysince no choice of successor has been made.  Hong Kong just could not understand whysince no choice of successor has been made.  Hong Kong just could not understand why

it was necessary to create this kind of uncertainty by making half a decision andit was necessary to create this kind of uncertainty by making half a decision andit was necessary to create this kind of uncertainty by making half a decision andit was necessary to create this kind of uncertainty by making half a decision and

leaving the other half unsettled.  Many of us also resent the way that someone wholeaving the other half unsettled.  Many of us also resent the way that someone wholeaving the other half unsettled.  Many of us also resent the way that someone wholeaving the other half unsettled.  Many of us also resent the way that someone who

has served Hong Kong wholeheartedly has been so shabbily treated.  The confermenthas served Hong Kong wholeheartedly has been so shabbily treated.  The confermenthas served Hong Kong wholeheartedly has been so shabbily treated.  The confermenthas served Hong Kong wholeheartedly has been so shabbily treated.  The conferment

of a Peerage may be viewed as a generous gesture in the United Kingdom but it isof a Peerage may be viewed as a generous gesture in the United Kingdom but it isof a Peerage may be viewed as a generous gesture in the United Kingdom but it isof a Peerage may be viewed as a generous gesture in the United Kingdom but it is

considered, in Hong Kong, as well earned but hardly enough to make up for theconsidered, in Hong Kong, as well earned but hardly enough to make up for theconsidered, in Hong Kong, as well earned but hardly enough to make up for theconsidered, in Hong Kong, as well earned but hardly enough to make up for the

embarrassment the announcement has caused.embarrassment the announcement has caused.embarrassment the announcement has caused.embarrassment the announcement has caused.

From the wide range of views thFrom the wide range of views thFrom the wide range of views thFrom the wide range of views that have been voiced ever since the announcement,at have been voiced ever since the announcement,at have been voiced ever since the announcement,at have been voiced ever since the announcement,

it is clear that Hong Kong is not particularly keen to have a change of Governor yet.it is clear that Hong Kong is not particularly keen to have a change of Governor yet.it is clear that Hong Kong is not particularly keen to have a change of Governor yet.it is clear that Hong Kong is not particularly keen to have a change of Governor yet.

And to us, there is no relevance between the General Election in the United KingdomAnd to us, there is no relevance between the General Election in the United KingdomAnd to us, there is no relevance between the General Election in the United KingdomAnd to us, there is no relevance between the General Election in the United Kingdom

and the change of Governor in Hong Kong.  The speculation as to whether a politician,and the change of Governor in Hong Kong.  The speculation as to whether a politician,and the change of Governor in Hong Kong.  The speculation as to whether a politician,and the change of Governor in Hong Kong.  The speculation as to whether a politician,

a diplomat or a general is preferable is even more puzzling to Hong Kong.  Surely,a diplomat or a general is preferable is even more puzzling to Hong Kong.  Surely,a diplomat or a general is preferable is even more puzzling to Hong Kong.  Surely,a diplomat or a general is preferable is even more puzzling to Hong Kong.  Surely,

the starting point must be the job itself and what it requires.  The governorshipthe starting point must be the job itself and what it requires.  The governorshipthe starting point must be the job itself and what it requires.  The governorshipthe starting point must be the job itself and what it requires.  The governorship

of Hong Kong must be one of the most complex jobs of its kind, demanding tremendousof Hong Kong must be one of the most complex jobs of its kind, demanding tremendousof Hong Kong must be one of the most complex jobs of its kind, demanding tremendousof Hong Kong must be one of the most complex jobs of its kind, demanding tremendous

political and administrative skill while familiarity with Hong Kong must be apolitical and administrative skill while familiarity with Hong Kong must be apolitical and administrative skill while familiarity with Hong Kong must be apolitical and administrative skill while familiarity with Hong Kong must be a

preference, given the intricacies of circumstances and the very limited time he wouldpreference, given the intricacies of circumstances and the very limited time he wouldpreference, given the intricacies of circumstances and the very limited time he wouldpreference, given the intricacies of circumstances and the very limited time he would

have to settle into the job.  After all, the entire term, presuming he stays untilhave to settle into the job.  After all, the entire term, presuming he stays untilhave to settle into the job.  After all, the entire term, presuming he stays untilhave to settle into the job.  After all, the entire term, presuming he stays until

1997, is only five years and those five years will be highly pressurized, bearing1997, is only five years and those five years will be highly pressurized, bearing1997, is only five years and those five years will be highly pressurized, bearing1997, is only five years and those five years will be highly pressurized, bearing

in mind the constitutional changes that are likely to take place, the massivein mind the constitutional changes that are likely to take place, the massivein mind the constitutional changes that are likely to take place, the massivein mind the constitutional changes that are likely to take place, the massive

infrastructural developments that have been planned, and the internal and externalinfrastructural developments that have been planned, and the internal and externalinfrastructural developments that have been planned, and the internal and externalinfrastructural developments that have been planned, and the internal and external

forces that affect Hong Kong.forces that affect Hong Kong.forces that affect Hong Kong.forces that affect Hong Kong.

In choosing the new Governor the British Government must satisfy itself and HongIn choosing the new Governor the British Government must satisfy itself and HongIn choosing the new Governor the British Government must satisfy itself and HongIn choosing the new Governor the British Government must satisfy itself and Hong

Kong that the voice of Hong Kong will be heard, and must show its sensitivity andKong that the voice of Hong Kong will be heard, and must show its sensitivity andKong that the voice of Hong Kong will be heard, and must show its sensitivity andKong that the voice of Hong Kong will be heard, and must show its sensitivity and

responsiveness to the views of our people.  Let us hope that the next announcementresponsiveness to the views of our people.  Let us hope that the next announcementresponsiveness to the views of our people.  Let us hope that the next announcementresponsiveness to the views of our people.  Let us hope that the next announcement

that the British Government will make on the governorship will be a well consideredthat the British Government will make on the governorship will be a well consideredthat the British Government will make on the governorship will be a well consideredthat the British Government will make on the governorship will be a well considered

one that would not only eradicate some of the harm done by the last one but wouldone that would not only eradicate some of the harm done by the last one but wouldone that would not only eradicate some of the harm done by the last one but wouldone that would not only eradicate some of the harm done by the last one but would

be welcome here as a decision that would serve Hong Kong well in the next five years.be welcome here as a decision that would serve Hong Kong well in the next five years.be welcome here as a decision that would serve Hong Kong well in the next five years.be welcome here as a decision that would serve Hong Kong well in the next five years.

The key question arising out of this must be whether the final choice is goodThe key question arising out of this must be whether the final choice is goodThe key question arising out of this must be whether the final choice is goodThe key question arising out of this must be whether the final choice is good



and acceptable from the Hong Kong perspective, whether the new appointee will serveand acceptable from the Hong Kong perspective, whether the new appointee will serveand acceptable from the Hong Kong perspective, whether the new appointee will serveand acceptable from the Hong Kong perspective, whether the new appointee will serve

the entire period until 1997, and whether a local appointee, either now or furtherthe entire period until 1997, and whether a local appointee, either now or furtherthe entire period until 1997, and whether a local appointee, either now or furtherthe entire period until 1997, and whether a local appointee, either now or further

down the line, is envisaged in the scheme of things, given the advantage such andown the line, is envisaged in the scheme of things, given the advantage such andown the line, is envisaged in the scheme of things, given the advantage such andown the line, is envisaged in the scheme of things, given the advantage such an

arrangement may offer to smooth transition.arrangement may offer to smooth transition.arrangement may offer to smooth transition.arrangement may offer to smooth transition.

I am grateful to Mr Howard YOUNG for proposing the motion in the first place;I am grateful to Mr Howard YOUNG for proposing the motion in the first place;I am grateful to Mr Howard YOUNG for proposing the motion in the first place;I am grateful to Mr Howard YOUNG for proposing the motion in the first place;

it gives us an opportunity to speak our mind on the one subject which will have ait gives us an opportunity to speak our mind on the one subject which will have ait gives us an opportunity to speak our mind on the one subject which will have ait gives us an opportunity to speak our mind on the one subject which will have a

major influence on Hong Kong's future.major influence on Hong Kong's future.major influence on Hong Kong's future.major influence on Hong Kong's future.

I am also thankful for this chance to pay tribute to Sir David WILSON for hisI am also thankful for this chance to pay tribute to Sir David WILSON for hisI am also thankful for this chance to pay tribute to Sir David WILSON for hisI am also thankful for this chance to pay tribute to Sir David WILSON for his

dedication and service to Hong Kong through a very difficult period of our history.dedication and service to Hong Kong through a very difficult period of our history.dedication and service to Hong Kong through a very difficult period of our history.dedication and service to Hong Kong through a very difficult period of our history.

I hope the words of Theodore ROOSEVELT will help put his enormous contribution toI hope the words of Theodore ROOSEVELT will help put his enormous contribution toI hope the words of Theodore ROOSEVELT will help put his enormous contribution toI hope the words of Theodore ROOSEVELT will help put his enormous contribution to

Hong Kong in the right perspective:Hong Kong in the right perspective:Hong Kong in the right perspective:Hong Kong in the right perspective:

"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out where the strong man"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out where the strong man"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out where the strong man"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out where the strong man

stumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done better, the credit belongs tostumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done better, the credit belongs tostumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done better, the credit belongs tostumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done better, the credit belongs to

the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood,the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood,the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood,the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood,

who strives gallantly, who errs and comes short again and again, who knows the greatwho strives gallantly, who errs and comes short again and again, who knows the greatwho strives gallantly, who errs and comes short again and again, who knows the greatwho strives gallantly, who errs and comes short again and again, who knows the great

enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who at theenthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who at theenthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who at theenthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the

best, knows in the end the times of high achievement, and who at the worst, if hebest, knows in the end the times of high achievement, and who at the worst, if hebest, knows in the end the times of high achievement, and who at the worst, if hebest, knows in the end the times of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he

fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be withfails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be withfails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be withfails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with

those cold and timid souls who know neither defeat nor victory."those cold and timid souls who know neither defeat nor victory."those cold and timid souls who know neither defeat nor victory."those cold and timid souls who know neither defeat nor victory."

MRS RITA FAN:  Mr Deputy President, at lunch time today I thought we might not haveMRS RITA FAN:  Mr Deputy President, at lunch time today I thought we might not haveMRS RITA FAN:  Mr Deputy President, at lunch time today I thought we might not haveMRS RITA FAN:  Mr Deputy President, at lunch time today I thought we might not have

a debate after all because a former Member of the Legislative Council told me thata debate after all because a former Member of the Legislative Council told me thata debate after all because a former Member of the Legislative Council told me thata debate after all because a former Member of the Legislative Council told me that

he knew the name of the next Governor.  I asked enthusiastically for the name andhe knew the name of the next Governor.  I asked enthusiastically for the name andhe knew the name of the next Governor.  I asked enthusiastically for the name andhe knew the name of the next Governor.  I asked enthusiastically for the name and

he said the new Governor would be named "Soon".  So here I am, taking the floor andhe said the new Governor would be named "Soon".  So here I am, taking the floor andhe said the new Governor would be named "Soon".  So here I am, taking the floor andhe said the new Governor would be named "Soon".  So here I am, taking the floor and

speaking in this debate.speaking in this debate.speaking in this debate.speaking in this debate.

I had not intended to speak in this debate.  It was not until after I heard thatI had not intended to speak in this debate.  It was not until after I heard thatI had not intended to speak in this debate.  It was not until after I heard thatI had not intended to speak in this debate.  It was not until after I heard that

Mr Martin Lee would be moving an amendment and actually saw and read his amendmentMr Martin Lee would be moving an amendment and actually saw and read his amendmentMr Martin Lee would be moving an amendment and actually saw and read his amendmentMr Martin Lee would be moving an amendment and actually saw and read his amendment

that I intended to speak.  I had been prepared to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motionthat I intended to speak.  I had been prepared to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motionthat I intended to speak.  I had been prepared to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motionthat I intended to speak.  I had been prepared to support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion

because I thought that would not only give an opportunity to Members of this Councilbecause I thought that would not only give an opportunity to Members of this Councilbecause I thought that would not only give an opportunity to Members of this Councilbecause I thought that would not only give an opportunity to Members of this Council

to express their views but also allow the people of Hong Kong, who after all are theto express their views but also allow the people of Hong Kong, who after all are theto express their views but also allow the people of Hong Kong, who after all are theto express their views but also allow the people of Hong Kong, who after all are the

most important people in Hong Kong, to express their views which will be reflectedmost important people in Hong Kong, to express their views which will be reflectedmost important people in Hong Kong, to express their views which will be reflectedmost important people in Hong Kong, to express their views which will be reflected

to the British Government which is going to make the decision.  But after I had sightto the British Government which is going to make the decision.  But after I had sightto the British Government which is going to make the decision.  But after I had sightto the British Government which is going to make the decision.  But after I had sight

of Mr Martin LEE's amendment and found the wording of the amendment not sufficientlyof Mr Martin LEE's amendment and found the wording of the amendment not sufficientlyof Mr Martin LEE's amendment and found the wording of the amendment not sufficientlyof Mr Martin LEE's amendment and found the wording of the amendment not sufficiently

comprehensive, I felt obliged to speak to make a few comments.comprehensive, I felt obliged to speak to make a few comments.comprehensive, I felt obliged to speak to make a few comments.comprehensive, I felt obliged to speak to make a few comments.



My first comment is about our present Governor.  Members might have learned fromMy first comment is about our present Governor.  Members might have learned fromMy first comment is about our present Governor.  Members might have learned fromMy first comment is about our present Governor.  Members might have learned from

our recent survey that our Governor scored 67 out of one hundred percent.  To aour recent survey that our Governor scored 67 out of one hundred percent.  To aour recent survey that our Governor scored 67 out of one hundred percent.  To aour recent survey that our Governor scored 67 out of one hundred percent.  To a

schoolmaster, it is Grade B, and that means it is far better than average.  So inschoolmaster, it is Grade B, and that means it is far better than average.  So inschoolmaster, it is Grade B, and that means it is far better than average.  So inschoolmaster, it is Grade B, and that means it is far better than average.  So in

my view, if the new Governor is as good as the incumbent or can achieve even a highermy view, if the new Governor is as good as the incumbent or can achieve even a highermy view, if the new Governor is as good as the incumbent or can achieve even a highermy view, if the new Governor is as good as the incumbent or can achieve even a higher

score at the end of his service, then I think many people including myself will bescore at the end of his service, then I think many people including myself will bescore at the end of his service, then I think many people including myself will bescore at the end of his service, then I think many people including myself will be

satisfied, irrespective of whatever criteria set by politicians, commentators andsatisfied, irrespective of whatever criteria set by politicians, commentators andsatisfied, irrespective of whatever criteria set by politicians, commentators andsatisfied, irrespective of whatever criteria set by politicians, commentators and

the others.the others.the others.the others.

Secondly, I would like to comment on the survey which was conducted by a newspaperSecondly, I would like to comment on the survey which was conducted by a newspaperSecondly, I would like to comment on the survey which was conducted by a newspaperSecondly, I would like to comment on the survey which was conducted by a newspaper

on what the people of Hong Kong consider as the most important thing that the nexton what the people of Hong Kong consider as the most important thing that the nexton what the people of Hong Kong consider as the most important thing that the nexton what the people of Hong Kong consider as the most important thing that the next

Governor should do.  This survey has been referred to in the speeches of Mr HowardGovernor should do.  This survey has been referred to in the speeches of Mr HowardGovernor should do.  This survey has been referred to in the speeches of Mr HowardGovernor should do.  This survey has been referred to in the speeches of Mr Howard

YOUNG and Mr Martin LEE, and interesting enough, 59.8%, that is nearly 60%, said thatYOUNG and Mr Martin LEE, and interesting enough, 59.8%, that is nearly 60%, said thatYOUNG and Mr Martin LEE, and interesting enough, 59.8%, that is nearly 60%, said thatYOUNG and Mr Martin LEE, and interesting enough, 59.8%, that is nearly 60%, said that

they were more concerned about livelihood, law and order, housing and so on.  Ithey were more concerned about livelihood, law and order, housing and so on.  Ithey were more concerned about livelihood, law and order, housing and so on.  Ithey were more concerned about livelihood, law and order, housing and so on.  I

presume these are the standard of living and livelihood.  While 35.6% felt that itpresume these are the standard of living and livelihood.  While 35.6% felt that itpresume these are the standard of living and livelihood.  While 35.6% felt that itpresume these are the standard of living and livelihood.  While 35.6% felt that it

was important to have a smooth transition in 1997, 23.4% thought that the relationwas important to have a smooth transition in 1997, 23.4% thought that the relationwas important to have a smooth transition in 1997, 23.4% thought that the relationwas important to have a smooth transition in 1997, 23.4% thought that the relation

with China was important.  As for the pace of democracy, it had 30.2%.  Of course,with China was important.  As for the pace of democracy, it had 30.2%.  Of course,with China was important.  As for the pace of democracy, it had 30.2%.  Of course,with China was important.  As for the pace of democracy, it had 30.2%.  Of course,

the survey does not necessarily mean that it is sacrosanct.  However, it shows whatthe survey does not necessarily mean that it is sacrosanct.  However, it shows whatthe survey does not necessarily mean that it is sacrosanct.  However, it shows whatthe survey does not necessarily mean that it is sacrosanct.  However, it shows what

the people of Hong Kong are looking for and that to the people of Hong Kong, smooththe people of Hong Kong are looking for and that to the people of Hong Kong, smooththe people of Hong Kong are looking for and that to the people of Hong Kong, smooththe people of Hong Kong are looking for and that to the people of Hong Kong, smooth

transition and relation with China are matters of great weight.  I assume that smoothtransition and relation with China are matters of great weight.  I assume that smoothtransition and relation with China are matters of great weight.  I assume that smoothtransition and relation with China are matters of great weight.  I assume that smooth

transition means that there will be no confrontation and that there should be atransition means that there will be no confrontation and that there should be atransition means that there will be no confrontation and that there should be atransition means that there will be no confrontation and that there should be a

political system in accord with the Basic Law.  Yet Mr Martin LEE's amendment doespolitical system in accord with the Basic Law.  Yet Mr Martin LEE's amendment doespolitical system in accord with the Basic Law.  Yet Mr Martin LEE's amendment doespolitical system in accord with the Basic Law.  Yet Mr Martin LEE's amendment does

not incorporate such important elements as indicated by the findings of the survey.not incorporate such important elements as indicated by the findings of the survey.not incorporate such important elements as indicated by the findings of the survey.not incorporate such important elements as indicated by the findings of the survey.

However, I am glad that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment has included them.  Mr DeputyHowever, I am glad that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment has included them.  Mr DeputyHowever, I am glad that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment has included them.  Mr DeputyHowever, I am glad that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment has included them.  Mr Deputy

President, if I am to choose between the two, I would go for Mr CHIM's amendment.President, if I am to choose between the two, I would go for Mr CHIM's amendment.President, if I am to choose between the two, I would go for Mr CHIM's amendment.President, if I am to choose between the two, I would go for Mr CHIM's amendment.

And, if I am to vote, I think I would vote for Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.And, if I am to vote, I think I would vote for Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.And, if I am to vote, I think I would vote for Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.And, if I am to vote, I think I would vote for Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.

Lastly, I would like to say something aboLastly, I would like to say something aboLastly, I would like to say something aboLastly, I would like to say something about the Joint Declaration.  The Jointut the Joint Declaration.  The Jointut the Joint Declaration.  The Jointut the Joint Declaration.  The Joint

Declaration, in fact, has it clearly stated that the British Government is responsibleDeclaration, in fact, has it clearly stated that the British Government is responsibleDeclaration, in fact, has it clearly stated that the British Government is responsibleDeclaration, in fact, has it clearly stated that the British Government is responsible

for the economic prosperity and social stability of Hong Kong.  So it is thefor the economic prosperity and social stability of Hong Kong.  So it is thefor the economic prosperity and social stability of Hong Kong.  So it is thefor the economic prosperity and social stability of Hong Kong.  So it is the

responsibility of whoever appointed the next Governor to ensure that Hong Kong isresponsibility of whoever appointed the next Governor to ensure that Hong Kong isresponsibility of whoever appointed the next Governor to ensure that Hong Kong isresponsibility of whoever appointed the next Governor to ensure that Hong Kong is

economically prosperous and socially stable.  And whatever move made by the Britisheconomically prosperous and socially stable.  And whatever move made by the Britisheconomically prosperous and socially stable.  And whatever move made by the Britisheconomically prosperous and socially stable.  And whatever move made by the British

Government or the next Governor that does not meet those two basic criteria wouldGovernment or the next Governor that does not meet those two basic criteria wouldGovernment or the next Governor that does not meet those two basic criteria wouldGovernment or the next Governor that does not meet those two basic criteria would

not be in accord with the Joint Declaration.not be in accord with the Joint Declaration.not be in accord with the Joint Declaration.not be in accord with the Joint Declaration.

With these wordsWith these wordsWith these wordsWith these words, Mr Deputy President, I would support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion., Mr Deputy President, I would support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion., Mr Deputy President, I would support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion., Mr Deputy President, I would support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.

I would vote against Mr Martin LEE's amendment and I would accept Mr CHIM Pui-chung'sI would vote against Mr Martin LEE's amendment and I would accept Mr CHIM Pui-chung'sI would vote against Mr Martin LEE's amendment and I would accept Mr CHIM Pui-chung'sI would vote against Mr Martin LEE's amendment and I would accept Mr CHIM Pui-chung's

amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment.amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment.amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment.amendment to Mr Martin LEE's amendment.



MR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support the motion moved byMR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support the motion moved byMR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support the motion moved byMR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support the motion moved by

the Honourable Howard YOUNG but now would like to speak for the amendment motion bythe Honourable Howard YOUNG but now would like to speak for the amendment motion bythe Honourable Howard YOUNG but now would like to speak for the amendment motion bythe Honourable Howard YOUNG but now would like to speak for the amendment motion by

the Honourable Martin LEE as well.  I shall give my views on the appointment of thethe Honourable Martin LEE as well.  I shall give my views on the appointment of thethe Honourable Martin LEE as well.  I shall give my views on the appointment of thethe Honourable Martin LEE as well.  I shall give my views on the appointment of the

new Governor.  These views should be conveyed through the Legislative Council to thenew Governor.  These views should be conveyed through the Legislative Council to thenew Governor.  These views should be conveyed through the Legislative Council to thenew Governor.  These views should be conveyed through the Legislative Council to the

British Government.British Government.British Government.British Government.

Although I agree that we should debate on the new governorship in this Council,Although I agree that we should debate on the new governorship in this Council,Although I agree that we should debate on the new governorship in this Council,Although I agree that we should debate on the new governorship in this Council,

I believe that Members who speak do so in the hope that their views will be acceptedI believe that Members who speak do so in the hope that their views will be acceptedI believe that Members who speak do so in the hope that their views will be acceptedI believe that Members who speak do so in the hope that their views will be accepted

by the British Government.  As it is so, we must be fully aware of the objectiveby the British Government.  As it is so, we must be fully aware of the objectiveby the British Government.  As it is so, we must be fully aware of the objectiveby the British Government.  As it is so, we must be fully aware of the objective

circumstances and take a realistic point of view when we speak.  There is no pointcircumstances and take a realistic point of view when we speak.  There is no pointcircumstances and take a realistic point of view when we speak.  There is no pointcircumstances and take a realistic point of view when we speak.  There is no point

in indulging in empty talk about the qualities of the new Governor.  I trust thatin indulging in empty talk about the qualities of the new Governor.  I trust thatin indulging in empty talk about the qualities of the new Governor.  I trust thatin indulging in empty talk about the qualities of the new Governor.  I trust that

no one will speak today just for record purpose.  This will be too meaningless.  Weno one will speak today just for record purpose.  This will be too meaningless.  Weno one will speak today just for record purpose.  This will be too meaningless.  Weno one will speak today just for record purpose.  This will be too meaningless.  We

hope that our views will be fully accepted.  Therefore, we should refrain from beinghope that our views will be fully accepted.  Therefore, we should refrain from beinghope that our views will be fully accepted.  Therefore, we should refrain from beinghope that our views will be fully accepted.  Therefore, we should refrain from being

too high-sounding.too high-sounding.too high-sounding.too high-sounding.

I think all of us will subscribe to the view that the new Governor should safeguardI think all of us will subscribe to the view that the new Governor should safeguardI think all of us will subscribe to the view that the new Governor should safeguardI think all of us will subscribe to the view that the new Governor should safeguard

the interest of Hong Kong people.  But what actually is the interest of Hong Kong?the interest of Hong Kong people.  But what actually is the interest of Hong Kong?the interest of Hong Kong people.  But what actually is the interest of Hong Kong?the interest of Hong Kong people.  But what actually is the interest of Hong Kong?

Different people may have different interpretations: some may think that it meansDifferent people may have different interpretations: some may think that it meansDifferent people may have different interpretations: some may think that it meansDifferent people may have different interpretations: some may think that it means

democracy and freedom; some may take it to mean improved relation with China; thedemocracy and freedom; some may take it to mean improved relation with China; thedemocracy and freedom; some may take it to mean improved relation with China; thedemocracy and freedom; some may take it to mean improved relation with China; the

man in the street will perhaps yearn for a curb on inflation; employers will hopeman in the street will perhaps yearn for a curb on inflation; employers will hopeman in the street will perhaps yearn for a curb on inflation; employers will hopeman in the street will perhaps yearn for a curb on inflation; employers will hope

to continue doing business and making money in Hong Kong; and employees will lookto continue doing business and making money in Hong Kong; and employees will lookto continue doing business and making money in Hong Kong; and employees will lookto continue doing business and making money in Hong Kong; and employees will look

for better job opportunities and reasonable wage increases.for better job opportunities and reasonable wage increases.for better job opportunities and reasonable wage increases.for better job opportunities and reasonable wage increases.

Different people may take different stands on this issue.  But to put it bluntlyDifferent people may take different stands on this issue.  But to put it bluntlyDifferent people may take different stands on this issue.  But to put it bluntlyDifferent people may take different stands on this issue.  But to put it bluntly,,,,

I believe only when Hong Kong can maintain its prosperity and stability will everybodyI believe only when Hong Kong can maintain its prosperity and stability will everybodyI believe only when Hong Kong can maintain its prosperity and stability will everybodyI believe only when Hong Kong can maintain its prosperity and stability will everybody

be satisfied.  In other words, only when the interests of all parties concerned arebe satisfied.  In other words, only when the interests of all parties concerned arebe satisfied.  In other words, only when the interests of all parties concerned arebe satisfied.  In other words, only when the interests of all parties concerned are

taken into account and when the candidacy is acceptable to all can Hong Kong remaintaken into account and when the candidacy is acceptable to all can Hong Kong remaintaken into account and when the candidacy is acceptable to all can Hong Kong remaintaken into account and when the candidacy is acceptable to all can Hong Kong remain

stable.  The situation in Hong Kong today is such that we must balance the politicalstable.  The situation in Hong Kong today is such that we must balance the politicalstable.  The situation in Hong Kong today is such that we must balance the politicalstable.  The situation in Hong Kong today is such that we must balance the political

interests of China and Britain while at the same time ensuring that our existinginterests of China and Britain while at the same time ensuring that our existinginterests of China and Britain while at the same time ensuring that our existinginterests of China and Britain while at the same time ensuring that our existing

structure can continue to operate smoothly and effectively.  In view of this, I thinkstructure can continue to operate smoothly and effectively.  In view of this, I thinkstructure can continue to operate smoothly and effectively.  In view of this, I thinkstructure can continue to operate smoothly and effectively.  In view of this, I think

it is of paramount importance that Hong Kong should continue to maintain itsit is of paramount importance that Hong Kong should continue to maintain itsit is of paramount importance that Hong Kong should continue to maintain itsit is of paramount importance that Hong Kong should continue to maintain its

prosperity and stability.prosperity and stability.prosperity and stability.prosperity and stability.

Mr Deputy President, I am not prepared to comment on what requirements there oughtMr Deputy President, I am not prepared to comment on what requirements there oughtMr Deputy President, I am not prepared to comment on what requirements there oughtMr Deputy President, I am not prepared to comment on what requirements there ought

to be for the next Governor of Hong Kong, because these are all subjective andto be for the next Governor of Hong Kong, because these are all subjective andto be for the next Governor of Hong Kong, because these are all subjective andto be for the next Governor of Hong Kong, because these are all subjective and

parochial.  What I hold out for the new Governor is that whatever his background,parochial.  What I hold out for the new Governor is that whatever his background,parochial.  What I hold out for the new Governor is that whatever his background,parochial.  What I hold out for the new Governor is that whatever his background,



he must be able to maintain the territory's prosperity during his tenure of officehe must be able to maintain the territory's prosperity during his tenure of officehe must be able to maintain the territory's prosperity during his tenure of officehe must be able to maintain the territory's prosperity during his tenure of office

while at the same time looking after the interest of Hong Kong when this is in conflictwhile at the same time looking after the interest of Hong Kong when this is in conflictwhile at the same time looking after the interest of Hong Kong when this is in conflictwhile at the same time looking after the interest of Hong Kong when this is in conflict

with Britain's.  But I must emphasize that when talking about the interest of Hongwith Britain's.  But I must emphasize that when talking about the interest of Hongwith Britain's.  But I must emphasize that when talking about the interest of Hongwith Britain's.  But I must emphasize that when talking about the interest of Hong

Kong, one must be free from any bias and genuinely take into account the livelihoodKong, one must be free from any bias and genuinely take into account the livelihoodKong, one must be free from any bias and genuinely take into account the livelihoodKong, one must be free from any bias and genuinely take into account the livelihood

and the interest of the people of Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, the feelings and livelihoodand the interest of the people of Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, the feelings and livelihoodand the interest of the people of Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, the feelings and livelihoodand the interest of the people of Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, the feelings and livelihood

of the lower middle classes must not be treated with indifference because they areof the lower middle classes must not be treated with indifference because they areof the lower middle classes must not be treated with indifference because they areof the lower middle classes must not be treated with indifference because they are

the broad social base on which our stability can truly depend.the broad social base on which our stability can truly depend.the broad social base on which our stability can truly depend.the broad social base on which our stability can truly depend.

To be sure, one cannot entirely brush aside principles when there is prosperityTo be sure, one cannot entirely brush aside principles when there is prosperityTo be sure, one cannot entirely brush aside principles when there is prosperityTo be sure, one cannot entirely brush aside principles when there is prosperity

and stability at stake.  But principles are not just something to talk about and oneand stability at stake.  But principles are not just something to talk about and oneand stability at stake.  But principles are not just something to talk about and oneand stability at stake.  But principles are not just something to talk about and one

will certainly look to colleagues in this Chamber to bring about their gradualwill certainly look to colleagues in this Chamber to bring about their gradualwill certainly look to colleagues in this Chamber to bring about their gradualwill certainly look to colleagues in this Chamber to bring about their gradual

realization.  I trust that Honourable Members in this Council are all aware of whatrealization.  I trust that Honourable Members in this Council are all aware of whatrealization.  I trust that Honourable Members in this Council are all aware of whatrealization.  I trust that Honourable Members in this Council are all aware of what

Hong Kong people think and what they want.  Such being the case, I urge that we shouldHong Kong people think and what they want.  Such being the case, I urge that we shouldHong Kong people think and what they want.  Such being the case, I urge that we shouldHong Kong people think and what they want.  Such being the case, I urge that we should

go forward hand in hand to have this accomplished since too much empty talk will getgo forward hand in hand to have this accomplished since too much empty talk will getgo forward hand in hand to have this accomplished since too much empty talk will getgo forward hand in hand to have this accomplished since too much empty talk will get

us nowhere.us nowhere.us nowhere.us nowhere.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Howard YOUNG'sWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Howard YOUNG'sWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Howard YOUNG'sWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Honourable Howard YOUNG's

motion and also the amendment by the Honourable Martin LEE.motion and also the amendment by the Honourable Martin LEE.motion and also the amendment by the Honourable Martin LEE.motion and also the amendment by the Honourable Martin LEE.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Before I call the next speaker, I would just point out that ifDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Before I call the next speaker, I would just point out that ifDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Before I call the next speaker, I would just point out that ifDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Before I call the next speaker, I would just point out that if

we continue at this speed of delivery we shall not finish this debate in two hours.we continue at this speed of delivery we shall not finish this debate in two hours.we continue at this speed of delivery we shall not finish this debate in two hours.we continue at this speed of delivery we shall not finish this debate in two hours.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I shall try to watch my time.MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I shall try to watch my time.MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I shall try to watch my time.MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I shall try to watch my time.

I support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  Recently at a forum there were comments, andI support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  Recently at a forum there were comments, andI support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  Recently at a forum there were comments, andI support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  Recently at a forum there were comments, and

in fact I was one of the speakers, that the British Government's arrangement was notin fact I was one of the speakers, that the British Government's arrangement was notin fact I was one of the speakers, that the British Government's arrangement was notin fact I was one of the speakers, that the British Government's arrangement was not

fair to Hong Kong, nor to Sir David WILSON.  It is unfair to Hong Kong because itfair to Hong Kong, nor to Sir David WILSON.  It is unfair to Hong Kong because itfair to Hong Kong, nor to Sir David WILSON.  It is unfair to Hong Kong because itfair to Hong Kong, nor to Sir David WILSON.  It is unfair to Hong Kong because it

has been announced that the Governor is to retire and yet will remain in post forhas been announced that the Governor is to retire and yet will remain in post forhas been announced that the Governor is to retire and yet will remain in post forhas been announced that the Governor is to retire and yet will remain in post for

some time without a successor named.  In the meantime, Hong Kong will be in a statesome time without a successor named.  In the meantime, Hong Kong will be in a statesome time without a successor named.  In the meantime, Hong Kong will be in a statesome time without a successor named.  In the meantime, Hong Kong will be in a state

of vacuum, and it is not known whether such a situation will last a long time or aof vacuum, and it is not known whether such a situation will last a long time or aof vacuum, and it is not known whether such a situation will last a long time or aof vacuum, and it is not known whether such a situation will last a long time or a

short time.  The leadership may not be weakened, but there will be many conjecturesshort time.  The leadership may not be weakened, but there will be many conjecturesshort time.  The leadership may not be weakened, but there will be many conjecturesshort time.  The leadership may not be weakened, but there will be many conjectures

about the reasons for the arrangement.  What is the background?  Is it compelled byabout the reasons for the arrangement.  What is the background?  Is it compelled byabout the reasons for the arrangement.  What is the background?  Is it compelled byabout the reasons for the arrangement.  What is the background?  Is it compelled by

British commercial interests, the interests of Britain itself or the need to ensureBritish commercial interests, the interests of Britain itself or the need to ensureBritish commercial interests, the interests of Britain itself or the need to ensureBritish commercial interests, the interests of Britain itself or the need to ensure

the success of the Conservative Party at the coming General Election?  All these willthe success of the Conservative Party at the coming General Election?  All these willthe success of the Conservative Party at the coming General Election?  All these willthe success of the Conservative Party at the coming General Election?  All these will

create uncertainties and arouse unfavourable problems in Hong Kong during the period.create uncertainties and arouse unfavourable problems in Hong Kong during the period.create uncertainties and arouse unfavourable problems in Hong Kong during the period.create uncertainties and arouse unfavourable problems in Hong Kong during the period.

Then it is unfair to Sir David WILSON because people are now wondering if hisThen it is unfair to Sir David WILSON because people are now wondering if hisThen it is unfair to Sir David WILSON because people are now wondering if hisThen it is unfair to Sir David WILSON because people are now wondering if his

leadership is in doubt or if he has done something wrong.  However, from my personalleadership is in doubt or if he has done something wrong.  However, from my personalleadership is in doubt or if he has done something wrong.  However, from my personalleadership is in doubt or if he has done something wrong.  However, from my personal



analysis, from 1987 to the present time, Hong Kong has come through a lot of hardships.analysis, from 1987 to the present time, Hong Kong has come through a lot of hardships.analysis, from 1987 to the present time, Hong Kong has come through a lot of hardships.analysis, from 1987 to the present time, Hong Kong has come through a lot of hardships.

He is therefore not a Grade B Governor but a Grade B+, Grade A- or even Grade A Governor.He is therefore not a Grade B Governor but a Grade B+, Grade A- or even Grade A Governor.He is therefore not a Grade B Governor but a Grade B+, Grade A- or even Grade A Governor.He is therefore not a Grade B Governor but a Grade B+, Grade A- or even Grade A Governor.

Everyone is now talking about the requirements and qualities of the next Governor,Everyone is now talking about the requirements and qualities of the next Governor,Everyone is now talking about the requirements and qualities of the next Governor,Everyone is now talking about the requirements and qualities of the next Governor,

and our debate is also on this subject.and our debate is also on this subject.and our debate is also on this subject.and our debate is also on this subject.

I am not too pleased with the motion itself.  We are discussing the next Governor.I am not too pleased with the motion itself.  We are discussing the next Governor.I am not too pleased with the motion itself.  We are discussing the next Governor.I am not too pleased with the motion itself.  We are discussing the next Governor.

In other words, we do not trust the incumbent.  At this motion debate, I would likeIn other words, we do not trust the incumbent.  At this motion debate, I would likeIn other words, we do not trust the incumbent.  At this motion debate, I would likeIn other words, we do not trust the incumbent.  At this motion debate, I would like

to say something about the British arrangement and whether it is appropriate.  Ifto say something about the British arrangement and whether it is appropriate.  Ifto say something about the British arrangement and whether it is appropriate.  Ifto say something about the British arrangement and whether it is appropriate.  If

the arrangement is not appropriate, then we should lodge a strong protest with thethe arrangement is not appropriate, then we should lodge a strong protest with thethe arrangement is not appropriate, then we should lodge a strong protest with thethe arrangement is not appropriate, then we should lodge a strong protest with the

British Government instead of discussing the next governorship.  Today's motion, itsBritish Government instead of discussing the next governorship.  Today's motion, itsBritish Government instead of discussing the next governorship.  Today's motion, itsBritish Government instead of discussing the next governorship.  Today's motion, its

amendment, and amendment to amendment, are indeed unprecedented.  There has neveramendment, and amendment to amendment, are indeed unprecedented.  There has neveramendment, and amendment to amendment, are indeed unprecedented.  There has neveramendment, and amendment to amendment, are indeed unprecedented.  There has never

been an amendment to an amendment before.been an amendment to an amendment before.been an amendment to an amendment before.been an amendment to an amendment before.

Mr Martin LEE has been talking about counter-amendment.  But it is wrong.  ItMr Martin LEE has been talking about counter-amendment.  But it is wrong.  ItMr Martin LEE has been talking about counter-amendment.  But it is wrong.  ItMr Martin LEE has been talking about counter-amendment.  But it is wrong.  It

is only an amendment to an amendment.  This is different from counter-amendment.  Ifis only an amendment to an amendment.  This is different from counter-amendment.  Ifis only an amendment to an amendment.  This is different from counter-amendment.  Ifis only an amendment to an amendment.  This is different from counter-amendment.  If

the amendment departs from the original motion, then the Deputy President will rulethe amendment departs from the original motion, then the Deputy President will rulethe amendment departs from the original motion, then the Deputy President will rulethe amendment departs from the original motion, then the Deputy President will rule

that it is against the Standing Orders.  The right thing to do then is to cast athat it is against the Standing Orders.  The right thing to do then is to cast athat it is against the Standing Orders.  The right thing to do then is to cast athat it is against the Standing Orders.  The right thing to do then is to cast a

negative vote, and not to propose an amendment.negative vote, and not to propose an amendment.negative vote, and not to propose an amendment.negative vote, and not to propose an amendment.

An interesting issue has arisen on this occasion: an amendment to an amendmentAn interesting issue has arisen on this occasion: an amendment to an amendmentAn interesting issue has arisen on this occasion: an amendment to an amendmentAn interesting issue has arisen on this occasion: an amendment to an amendment

and where will it end?  It may not be possible because of the time limit.  Mr Deputyand where will it end?  It may not be possible because of the time limit.  Mr Deputyand where will it end?  It may not be possible because of the time limit.  Mr Deputyand where will it end?  It may not be possible because of the time limit.  Mr Deputy

President, I suppose advance notice has been given for the amendments.  But anPresident, I suppose advance notice has been given for the amendments.  But anPresident, I suppose advance notice has been given for the amendments.  But anPresident, I suppose advance notice has been given for the amendments.  But an

amendment is made to an amendment and if there are numerous amendments, a lot ofamendment is made to an amendment and if there are numerous amendments, a lot ofamendment is made to an amendment and if there are numerous amendments, a lot ofamendment is made to an amendment and if there are numerous amendments, a lot of

problems will crop up as the motion debate on this occasion.  The problem is thatproblems will crop up as the motion debate on this occasion.  The problem is thatproblems will crop up as the motion debate on this occasion.  The problem is thatproblems will crop up as the motion debate on this occasion.  The problem is that

if I cannot reject the conditions proposed by you and if you cannot reject thoseif I cannot reject the conditions proposed by you and if you cannot reject thoseif I cannot reject the conditions proposed by you and if you cannot reject thoseif I cannot reject the conditions proposed by you and if you cannot reject those

proposed by me, at the end of the day all the acceptable conditions will be includedproposed by me, at the end of the day all the acceptable conditions will be includedproposed by me, at the end of the day all the acceptable conditions will be includedproposed by me, at the end of the day all the acceptable conditions will be included

in the motion.  These will become the requirements of the future Governor of Hongin the motion.  These will become the requirements of the future Governor of Hongin the motion.  These will become the requirements of the future Governor of Hongin the motion.  These will become the requirements of the future Governor of Hong

Kong.  If there are so may conditions laid down, there will be only one candidateKong.  If there are so may conditions laid down, there will be only one candidateKong.  If there are so may conditions laid down, there will be only one candidateKong.  If there are so may conditions laid down, there will be only one candidate

who can qualify for the job, and that must be God and not a human being, or it mustwho can qualify for the job, and that must be God and not a human being, or it mustwho can qualify for the job, and that must be God and not a human being, or it mustwho can qualify for the job, and that must be God and not a human being, or it must

be a man who is tailor-made by us as our Governor.  I therefore consider that therebe a man who is tailor-made by us as our Governor.  I therefore consider that therebe a man who is tailor-made by us as our Governor.  I therefore consider that therebe a man who is tailor-made by us as our Governor.  I therefore consider that there

is not much significance in the present debate.  Even my youngest daughter, who wasis not much significance in the present debate.  Even my youngest daughter, who wasis not much significance in the present debate.  Even my youngest daughter, who wasis not much significance in the present debate.  Even my youngest daughter, who was

born in the year of the Monkey, recognizes that.  When we went to Sunday School, thereborn in the year of the Monkey, recognizes that.  When we went to Sunday School, thereborn in the year of the Monkey, recognizes that.  When we went to Sunday School, thereborn in the year of the Monkey, recognizes that.  When we went to Sunday School, there

was a story from the Bible in which Jesus said "The last would become the first andwas a story from the Bible in which Jesus said "The last would become the first andwas a story from the Bible in which Jesus said "The last would become the first andwas a story from the Bible in which Jesus said "The last would become the first and

the first, the last."  Thereupon she said: "There will be no end to this numbers game."the first, the last."  Thereupon she said: "There will be no end to this numbers game."the first, the last."  Thereupon she said: "There will be no end to this numbers game."the first, the last."  Thereupon she said: "There will be no end to this numbers game."

Is it what we wish to do now?  If it is, then it may be better for us to have aIs it what we wish to do now?  If it is, then it may be better for us to have aIs it what we wish to do now?  If it is, then it may be better for us to have aIs it what we wish to do now?  If it is, then it may be better for us to have a

mathematics lesson!mathematics lesson!mathematics lesson!mathematics lesson!

I have considered whether or not to put forward an amendment in this debate.  WithI have considered whether or not to put forward an amendment in this debate.  WithI have considered whether or not to put forward an amendment in this debate.  WithI have considered whether or not to put forward an amendment in this debate.  With



the amendment, the wording after the words "In view of" would be changed and "thethe amendment, the wording after the words "In view of" would be changed and "thethe amendment, the wording after the words "In view of" would be changed and "thethe amendment, the wording after the words "In view of" would be changed and "the

Governor ....." would be added.  It would be couched in the same terms as Mr CHIM's.Governor ....." would be added.  It would be couched in the same terms as Mr CHIM's.Governor ....." would be added.  It would be couched in the same terms as Mr CHIM's.Governor ....." would be added.  It would be couched in the same terms as Mr CHIM's.

(I am not shining his shoes).  If you consider that something is not quite right in(I am not shining his shoes).  If you consider that something is not quite right in(I am not shining his shoes).  If you consider that something is not quite right in(I am not shining his shoes).  If you consider that something is not quite right in

the present arrangement, then the motion should be amended to read "This Council,the present arrangement, then the motion should be amended to read "This Council,the present arrangement, then the motion should be amended to read "This Council,the present arrangement, then the motion should be amended to read "This Council,

being dissatisfied with the British arrangement, urges that the Governor shouldbeing dissatisfied with the British arrangement, urges that the Governor shouldbeing dissatisfied with the British arrangement, urges that the Governor shouldbeing dissatisfied with the British arrangement, urges that the Governor should

remain in office."  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.remain in office."  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.remain in office."  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.remain in office."  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, under British rule for over 150MRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, under British rule for over 150MRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, under British rule for over 150MRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, under British rule for over 150

years, Hong Kong has had many Governors, but the people of Hong Kong have never shownyears, Hong Kong has had many Governors, but the people of Hong Kong have never shownyears, Hong Kong has had many Governors, but the people of Hong Kong have never shownyears, Hong Kong has had many Governors, but the people of Hong Kong have never shown

so much concern over the appointment of Governor as is now the case.  It is becauseso much concern over the appointment of Governor as is now the case.  It is becauseso much concern over the appointment of Governor as is now the case.  It is becauseso much concern over the appointment of Governor as is now the case.  It is because

the next Governor could well be the last before sovereignty over Hong Kong revertsthe next Governor could well be the last before sovereignty over Hong Kong revertsthe next Governor could well be the last before sovereignty over Hong Kong revertsthe next Governor could well be the last before sovereignty over Hong Kong reverts

to China.  He or she will have to assume, during this latter part of the transitionalto China.  He or she will have to assume, during this latter part of the transitionalto China.  He or she will have to assume, during this latter part of the transitionalto China.  He or she will have to assume, during this latter part of the transitional

period and at a critical turning point in the history of Hong Kong, the onerous dutyperiod and at a critical turning point in the history of Hong Kong, the onerous dutyperiod and at a critical turning point in the history of Hong Kong, the onerous dutyperiod and at a critical turning point in the history of Hong Kong, the onerous duty

of bridging over from the past to the future.  He or she must ensure a smoothof bridging over from the past to the future.  He or she must ensure a smoothof bridging over from the past to the future.  He or she must ensure a smoothof bridging over from the past to the future.  He or she must ensure a smooth

transition towards 1997 for Hong Kong.  The way he/she accomplishes this historictransition towards 1997 for Hong Kong.  The way he/she accomplishes this historictransition towards 1997 for Hong Kong.  The way he/she accomplishes this historictransition towards 1997 for Hong Kong.  The way he/she accomplishes this historic

mission, with Hong Kong's interests always in the foremost of his/her consideration,mission, with Hong Kong's interests always in the foremost of his/her consideration,mission, with Hong Kong's interests always in the foremost of his/her consideration,mission, with Hong Kong's interests always in the foremost of his/her consideration,

will be of paramount importance to Hong Kong's development, both before and afterwill be of paramount importance to Hong Kong's development, both before and afterwill be of paramount importance to Hong Kong's development, both before and afterwill be of paramount importance to Hong Kong's development, both before and after

1997.1997.1997.1997.

In view of the unprecedented level of concern of members of the public over theIn view of the unprecedented level of concern of members of the public over theIn view of the unprecedented level of concern of members of the public over theIn view of the unprecedented level of concern of members of the public over the

appointment of the next Governor, I must express my unqualified support for Mr Howardappointment of the next Governor, I must express my unqualified support for Mr Howardappointment of the next Governor, I must express my unqualified support for Mr Howardappointment of the next Governor, I must express my unqualified support for Mr Howard

YOUNG's motion.  This Council should ask the Administration to relate to HerYOUNG's motion.  This Council should ask the Administration to relate to HerYOUNG's motion.  This Council should ask the Administration to relate to HerYOUNG's motion.  This Council should ask the Administration to relate to Her

Majesty's Government the views of the general public so that they will serve asMajesty's Government the views of the general public so that they will serve asMajesty's Government the views of the general public so that they will serve asMajesty's Government the views of the general public so that they will serve as

reference material for Her Majesty's Government in the process of selecting a newreference material for Her Majesty's Government in the process of selecting a newreference material for Her Majesty's Government in the process of selecting a newreference material for Her Majesty's Government in the process of selecting a new

Governor for Hong Kong.  It is true that Her Majesty's Government is not bound toGovernor for Hong Kong.  It is true that Her Majesty's Government is not bound toGovernor for Hong Kong.  It is true that Her Majesty's Government is not bound toGovernor for Hong Kong.  It is true that Her Majesty's Government is not bound to

carry out the wishes of Hong Kong people in making such a decision, but we must havecarry out the wishes of Hong Kong people in making such a decision, but we must havecarry out the wishes of Hong Kong people in making such a decision, but we must havecarry out the wishes of Hong Kong people in making such a decision, but we must have

the right to express our views, the Administration must have the responsibility tothe right to express our views, the Administration must have the responsibility tothe right to express our views, the Administration must have the responsibility tothe right to express our views, the Administration must have the responsibility to

convey them, and Her Majesty's Government must also give them careful consideration.convey them, and Her Majesty's Government must also give them careful consideration.convey them, and Her Majesty's Government must also give them careful consideration.convey them, and Her Majesty's Government must also give them careful consideration.

The advantage of Mr Howard YOUNG's motion lies in its greater capacity to accommodateThe advantage of Mr Howard YOUNG's motion lies in its greater capacity to accommodateThe advantage of Mr Howard YOUNG's motion lies in its greater capacity to accommodateThe advantage of Mr Howard YOUNG's motion lies in its greater capacity to accommodate

and reflect views from different quarters.  Only in so doing will the variedand reflect views from different quarters.  Only in so doing will the variedand reflect views from different quarters.  Only in so doing will the variedand reflect views from different quarters.  Only in so doing will the varied

requirements or expectations the public has of the new Governor be met.  Mr Martinrequirements or expectations the public has of the new Governor be met.  Mr Martinrequirements or expectations the public has of the new Governor be met.  Mr Martinrequirements or expectations the public has of the new Governor be met.  Mr Martin

LEE's amendment sets out a number of conditions the new Governor must fulfill.  ILEE's amendment sets out a number of conditions the new Governor must fulfill.  ILEE's amendment sets out a number of conditions the new Governor must fulfill.  ILEE's amendment sets out a number of conditions the new Governor must fulfill.  I

feel that it would seem to exclude other views and would fail to serve the purposefeel that it would seem to exclude other views and would fail to serve the purposefeel that it would seem to exclude other views and would fail to serve the purposefeel that it would seem to exclude other views and would fail to serve the purpose

of urging the Administration to reflect the full range of views of Hong Kong people.of urging the Administration to reflect the full range of views of Hong Kong people.of urging the Administration to reflect the full range of views of Hong Kong people.of urging the Administration to reflect the full range of views of Hong Kong people.

Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment motion Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment motion Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment motion Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment motion serves to demonstrate the restrictive,serves to demonstrate the restrictive,serves to demonstrate the restrictive,serves to demonstrate the restrictive,

narrow nature of Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion, though Mr CHIM's own amendmentnarrow nature of Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion, though Mr CHIM's own amendmentnarrow nature of Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion, though Mr CHIM's own amendmentnarrow nature of Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion, though Mr CHIM's own amendment



motion is encumbered by the same flaw.  He adds a few more conditions, but themotion is encumbered by the same flaw.  He adds a few more conditions, but themotion is encumbered by the same flaw.  He adds a few more conditions, but themotion is encumbered by the same flaw.  He adds a few more conditions, but the

accommodative spirit is still lacking. Therefore, I cannot support either Mr LEE'saccommodative spirit is still lacking. Therefore, I cannot support either Mr LEE'saccommodative spirit is still lacking. Therefore, I cannot support either Mr LEE'saccommodative spirit is still lacking. Therefore, I cannot support either Mr LEE's

or Mr CHIM's amendment motion.  I believe we should adopt a motion that imports aor Mr CHIM's amendment motion.  I believe we should adopt a motion that imports aor Mr CHIM's amendment motion.  I believe we should adopt a motion that imports aor Mr CHIM's amendment motion.  I believe we should adopt a motion that imports a

wider capacity to encompass and accommodate in order to reflect more fully the viewswider capacity to encompass and accommodate in order to reflect more fully the viewswider capacity to encompass and accommodate in order to reflect more fully the viewswider capacity to encompass and accommodate in order to reflect more fully the views

of the general public.  I support Mr YOUNG's original motion.of the general public.  I support Mr YOUNG's original motion.of the general public.  I support Mr YOUNG's original motion.of the general public.  I support Mr YOUNG's original motion.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG:  Mr Deputy President, many many years ago, as a fresh medicalDR LEONG CHE-HUNG:  Mr Deputy President, many many years ago, as a fresh medicalDR LEONG CHE-HUNG:  Mr Deputy President, many many years ago, as a fresh medicalDR LEONG CHE-HUNG:  Mr Deputy President, many many years ago, as a fresh medical

graduate I had the misfortune, or perhaps, you can say, the fortune of requiring agraduate I had the misfortune, or perhaps, you can say, the fortune of requiring agraduate I had the misfortune, or perhaps, you can say, the fortune of requiring agraduate I had the misfortune, or perhaps, you can say, the fortune of requiring a

surgical operation myself.  Whilst lying in a hospital bed, waiting as if to besurgical operation myself.  Whilst lying in a hospital bed, waiting as if to besurgical operation myself.  Whilst lying in a hospital bed, waiting as if to besurgical operation myself.  Whilst lying in a hospital bed, waiting as if to be

"slaughtered", the following thoughts did flow through my mind:"slaughtered", the following thoughts did flow through my mind:"slaughtered", the following thoughts did flow through my mind:"slaughtered", the following thoughts did flow through my mind:

To start off, I feel aggrieved that my parents brought me to this world withoutTo start off, I feel aggrieved that my parents brought me to this world withoutTo start off, I feel aggrieved that my parents brought me to this world withoutTo start off, I feel aggrieved that my parents brought me to this world without

my consent to suffer this surgical feat.  I feel frustrated that I have no say onmy consent to suffer this surgical feat.  I feel frustrated that I have no say onmy consent to suffer this surgical feat.  I feel frustrated that I have no say onmy consent to suffer this surgical feat.  I feel frustrated that I have no say on

the type of illness that I have to face.  My only hope is that the surgeon who isthe type of illness that I have to face.  My only hope is that the surgeon who isthe type of illness that I have to face.  My only hope is that the surgeon who isthe type of illness that I have to face.  My only hope is that the surgeon who is

to carve me up would only be doing it for my interest and my interest alone.to carve me up would only be doing it for my interest and my interest alone.to carve me up would only be doing it for my interest and my interest alone.to carve me up would only be doing it for my interest and my interest alone.

Many many years after, Hong Kong people are facing a similar situation: The JointMany many years after, Hong Kong people are facing a similar situation: The JointMany many years after, Hong Kong people are facing a similar situation: The JointMany many years after, Hong Kong people are facing a similar situation: The Joint

Declaration was signed without Hong Kong people's input, let alone consent.  We areDeclaration was signed without Hong Kong people's input, let alone consent.  We areDeclaration was signed without Hong Kong people's input, let alone consent.  We areDeclaration was signed without Hong Kong people's input, let alone consent.  We are

being tossed from one sovereign to another, not by choice nor by will, like an unwantedbeing tossed from one sovereign to another, not by choice nor by will, like an unwantedbeing tossed from one sovereign to another, not by choice nor by will, like an unwantedbeing tossed from one sovereign to another, not by choice nor by will, like an unwanted

pair of old shoes.pair of old shoes.pair of old shoes.pair of old shoes.

We in Hong Kong swallowed all these except for a few grumble.  Pragmatism hasWe in Hong Kong swallowed all these except for a few grumble.  Pragmatism hasWe in Hong Kong swallowed all these except for a few grumble.  Pragmatism hasWe in Hong Kong swallowed all these except for a few grumble.  Pragmatism has

always been the order of the day for Hong Kong people.  And in the last few years,always been the order of the day for Hong Kong people.  And in the last few years,always been the order of the day for Hong Kong people.  And in the last few years,always been the order of the day for Hong Kong people.  And in the last few years,

after the signing of the Joint Declaration, we have tried to make the best out ofafter the signing of the Joint Declaration, we have tried to make the best out ofafter the signing of the Joint Declaration, we have tried to make the best out ofafter the signing of the Joint Declaration, we have tried to make the best out of

a bad situation.a bad situation.a bad situation.a bad situation.

But alas at this final hour, we are told that we will have to change ourBut alas at this final hour, we are told that we will have to change ourBut alas at this final hour, we are told that we will have to change ourBut alas at this final hour, we are told that we will have to change our

commander-in-chief without so much as to be told who our next leader will be -- acommander-in-chief without so much as to be told who our next leader will be -- acommander-in-chief without so much as to be told who our next leader will be -- acommander-in-chief without so much as to be told who our next leader will be -- a

move that puts Hong Kong people in "limbo" and shows how unconcerned Her Majesty'smove that puts Hong Kong people in "limbo" and shows how unconcerned Her Majesty'smove that puts Hong Kong people in "limbo" and shows how unconcerned Her Majesty'smove that puts Hong Kong people in "limbo" and shows how unconcerned Her Majesty's

Government is towards Hong Kong.Government is towards Hong Kong.Government is towards Hong Kong.Government is towards Hong Kong.

Mr Deputy President, to the 5.5 million people who call Hong Kong their home,Mr Deputy President, to the 5.5 million people who call Hong Kong their home,Mr Deputy President, to the 5.5 million people who call Hong Kong their home,Mr Deputy President, to the 5.5 million people who call Hong Kong their home,

who have established roots here, who have built up this territory and who cannot leavewho have established roots here, who have built up this territory and who cannot leavewho have established roots here, who have built up this territory and who cannot leavewho have established roots here, who have built up this territory and who cannot leave

or rather who do not want to leave Hong Kong, their only hope which hangs on a thinor rather who do not want to leave Hong Kong, their only hope which hangs on a thinor rather who do not want to leave Hong Kong, their only hope which hangs on a thinor rather who do not want to leave Hong Kong, their only hope which hangs on a thin

string is to have a leader for the next five years who will be with them, who willstring is to have a leader for the next five years who will be with them, who willstring is to have a leader for the next five years who will be with them, who willstring is to have a leader for the next five years who will be with them, who will

only work with their interest at heart and who will help to deliver them with theironly work with their interest at heart and who will help to deliver them with theironly work with their interest at heart and who will help to deliver them with theironly work with their interest at heart and who will help to deliver them with their

rights intact as promised to 1997 and beyond.rights intact as promised to 1997 and beyond.rights intact as promised to 1997 and beyond.rights intact as promised to 1997 and beyond.



This, Mr Deputy President , then is our pledge and I do not think it is too muchThis, Mr Deputy President , then is our pledge and I do not think it is too muchThis, Mr Deputy President , then is our pledge and I do not think it is too muchThis, Mr Deputy President , then is our pledge and I do not think it is too much

to ask for from Her Majesty's Government who has been so eager to hand us over fromto ask for from Her Majesty's Government who has been so eager to hand us over fromto ask for from Her Majesty's Government who has been so eager to hand us over fromto ask for from Her Majesty's Government who has been so eager to hand us over from

a capitalist regime to a communist one.a capitalist regime to a communist one.a capitalist regime to a communist one.a capitalist regime to a communist one.

Mr Deputy President, the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law did promise "HongMr Deputy President, the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law did promise "HongMr Deputy President, the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law did promise "HongMr Deputy President, the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law did promise "Hong

Kong people ruling Hong Kong".  Surely it is not too early to start training HongKong people ruling Hong Kong".  Surely it is not too early to start training HongKong people ruling Hong Kong".  Surely it is not too early to start training HongKong people ruling Hong Kong".  Surely it is not too early to start training Hong

Kong people how to rule Hong Kong and to understand the intricacy of the wholeKong people how to rule Hong Kong and to understand the intricacy of the wholeKong people how to rule Hong Kong and to understand the intricacy of the wholeKong people how to rule Hong Kong and to understand the intricacy of the whole

government.government.government.government.

I call for the appointment of a Hong Kong citizen, at least as a Deputy Governor,I call for the appointment of a Hong Kong citizen, at least as a Deputy Governor,I call for the appointment of a Hong Kong citizen, at least as a Deputy Governor,I call for the appointment of a Hong Kong citizen, at least as a Deputy Governor,

so that he/she can in the next few years learn the art of governorship to ensure thatso that he/she can in the next few years learn the art of governorship to ensure thatso that he/she can in the next few years learn the art of governorship to ensure thatso that he/she can in the next few years learn the art of governorship to ensure that

the spirit of the Joint Declaration can be set in concrete.the spirit of the Joint Declaration can be set in concrete.the spirit of the Joint Declaration can be set in concrete.the spirit of the Joint Declaration can be set in concrete.

Mr Deputy President, I support the amendment motion put forward by the HonourableMr Deputy President, I support the amendment motion put forward by the HonourableMr Deputy President, I support the amendment motion put forward by the HonourableMr Deputy President, I support the amendment motion put forward by the Honourable

Martin LEE, but cannot and I will not be able to support the further amendment putMartin LEE, but cannot and I will not be able to support the further amendment putMartin LEE, but cannot and I will not be able to support the further amendment putMartin LEE, but cannot and I will not be able to support the further amendment put

forward by Mr CHIM.  For as a Member of this Council who has been a strong party toforward by Mr CHIM.  For as a Member of this Council who has been a strong party toforward by Mr CHIM.  For as a Member of this Council who has been a strong party toforward by Mr CHIM.  For as a Member of this Council who has been a strong party to

the OMELCO consensus I cannot agree to the pace of democratization in accord withthe OMELCO consensus I cannot agree to the pace of democratization in accord withthe OMELCO consensus I cannot agree to the pace of democratization in accord withthe OMELCO consensus I cannot agree to the pace of democratization in accord with

the Basic Law as it falls far short of the expectation of this Council and that thethe Basic Law as it falls far short of the expectation of this Council and that thethe Basic Law as it falls far short of the expectation of this Council and that thethe Basic Law as it falls far short of the expectation of this Council and that the

people of Hong Kong have endorsed.  I also urge Members of this Council, especiallypeople of Hong Kong have endorsed.  I also urge Members of this Council, especiallypeople of Hong Kong have endorsed.  I also urge Members of this Council, especiallypeople of Hong Kong have endorsed.  I also urge Members of this Council, especially

those who stood by the OMELCO consensus, to do likewise; and that is to reject Mrthose who stood by the OMELCO consensus, to do likewise; and that is to reject Mrthose who stood by the OMELCO consensus, to do likewise; and that is to reject Mrthose who stood by the OMELCO consensus, to do likewise; and that is to reject Mr

CHIM's further amendment.CHIM's further amendment.CHIM's further amendment.CHIM's further amendment.

With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion.With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion.With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion.With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment motion.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, why did the British Government choose toMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, why did the British Government choose toMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, why did the British Government choose toMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, why did the British Government choose to

announce the retirement of our present Governor when it did?  Why did the Britishannounce the retirement of our present Governor when it did?  Why did the Britishannounce the retirement of our present Governor when it did?  Why did the Britishannounce the retirement of our present Governor when it did?  Why did the British

Government not announce his successor at the same time and the approximate date ofGovernment not announce his successor at the same time and the approximate date ofGovernment not announce his successor at the same time and the approximate date ofGovernment not announce his successor at the same time and the approximate date of

the assumption of post by the new Governor?  Who, in fact, will be the new Governorthe assumption of post by the new Governor?  Who, in fact, will be the new Governorthe assumption of post by the new Governor?  Who, in fact, will be the new Governorthe assumption of post by the new Governor?  Who, in fact, will be the new Governor

and what is his background?  Does the present British Government have someone elseand what is his background?  Does the present British Government have someone elseand what is his background?  Does the present British Government have someone elseand what is his background?  Does the present British Government have someone else

in mind with both nominees having to wait until after a general election in Britain?in mind with both nominees having to wait until after a general election in Britain?in mind with both nominees having to wait until after a general election in Britain?in mind with both nominees having to wait until after a general election in Britain?

There are at present no answers to these importThere are at present no answers to these importThere are at present no answers to these importThere are at present no answers to these important questions.  The lack ofant questions.  The lack ofant questions.  The lack ofant questions.  The lack of

information is alarming and, frankly speaking, disgraceful and insulting to Sir Davidinformation is alarming and, frankly speaking, disgraceful and insulting to Sir Davidinformation is alarming and, frankly speaking, disgraceful and insulting to Sir Davidinformation is alarming and, frankly speaking, disgraceful and insulting to Sir David

WILSON and to the people of Hong Kong.  How can any British Government not understandWILSON and to the people of Hong Kong.  How can any British Government not understandWILSON and to the people of Hong Kong.  How can any British Government not understandWILSON and to the people of Hong Kong.  How can any British Government not understand

the anxiety that exists in Hong Kong about our future and the crucial role playedthe anxiety that exists in Hong Kong about our future and the crucial role playedthe anxiety that exists in Hong Kong about our future and the crucial role playedthe anxiety that exists in Hong Kong about our future and the crucial role played

by the Governor in the maintenance of public confidence?  Who on earth in the Britishby the Governor in the maintenance of public confidence?  Who on earth in the Britishby the Governor in the maintenance of public confidence?  Who on earth in the Britishby the Governor in the maintenance of public confidence?  Who on earth in the British

Government decided to announce Sir David's retirement and not his successor?  IGovernment decided to announce Sir David's retirement and not his successor?  IGovernment decided to announce Sir David's retirement and not his successor?  IGovernment decided to announce Sir David's retirement and not his successor?  I



believe that this was a real blunder and that it has seriously reduced Sir David'sbelieve that this was a real blunder and that it has seriously reduced Sir David'sbelieve that this was a real blunder and that it has seriously reduced Sir David'sbelieve that this was a real blunder and that it has seriously reduced Sir David's

standing and credibility during his remaining months of office.  It also suggestsstanding and credibility during his remaining months of office.  It also suggestsstanding and credibility during his remaining months of office.  It also suggestsstanding and credibility during his remaining months of office.  It also suggests

that the British Government is insensitive to the very delicate situation in Hongthat the British Government is insensitive to the very delicate situation in Hongthat the British Government is insensitive to the very delicate situation in Hongthat the British Government is insensitive to the very delicate situation in Hong

Kong where six million people ponder their future.  It seems clear that China hadKong where six million people ponder their future.  It seems clear that China hadKong where six million people ponder their future.  It seems clear that China hadKong where six million people ponder their future.  It seems clear that China had

nothing to do with the British decision; so it must be assumed that the Foreign andnothing to do with the British decision; so it must be assumed that the Foreign andnothing to do with the British decision; so it must be assumed that the Foreign andnothing to do with the British decision; so it must be assumed that the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office provided the impetus if not perhaps, as yet, the name of theCommonwealth Office provided the impetus if not perhaps, as yet, the name of theCommonwealth Office provided the impetus if not perhaps, as yet, the name of theCommonwealth Office provided the impetus if not perhaps, as yet, the name of the

successor.successor.successor.successor.

The guessing game has begun and Sir David must find some amusement inThe guessing game has begun and Sir David must find some amusement inThe guessing game has begun and Sir David must find some amusement inThe guessing game has begun and Sir David must find some amusement in hearing hearing hearing hearing

of the many fine qualities necessary for a Hong Kong Governor.  He can perhaps takeof the many fine qualities necessary for a Hong Kong Governor.  He can perhaps takeof the many fine qualities necessary for a Hong Kong Governor.  He can perhaps takeof the many fine qualities necessary for a Hong Kong Governor.  He can perhaps take

comfort in the fact that he has a solid record of achievement behind him and doescomfort in the fact that he has a solid record of achievement behind him and doescomfort in the fact that he has a solid record of achievement behind him and doescomfort in the fact that he has a solid record of achievement behind him and does

not have to measure himself against the God given standards of excellence that wenot have to measure himself against the God given standards of excellence that wenot have to measure himself against the God given standards of excellence that wenot have to measure himself against the God given standards of excellence that we

shall no doubt set out today for our new Governor.shall no doubt set out today for our new Governor.shall no doubt set out today for our new Governor.shall no doubt set out today for our new Governor.

I have only one criterion to suggest.  It is that the new Governor, like the oneI have only one criterion to suggest.  It is that the new Governor, like the oneI have only one criterion to suggest.  It is that the new Governor, like the oneI have only one criterion to suggest.  It is that the new Governor, like the one

we have now, shall have only the interest of Hong Kong at heart.  It does not reallywe have now, shall have only the interest of Hong Kong at heart.  It does not reallywe have now, shall have only the interest of Hong Kong at heart.  It does not reallywe have now, shall have only the interest of Hong Kong at heart.  It does not really

matter if he is a Sinologist, biologist or trapeze artist so long as he cares onlymatter if he is a Sinologist, biologist or trapeze artist so long as he cares onlymatter if he is a Sinologist, biologist or trapeze artist so long as he cares onlymatter if he is a Sinologist, biologist or trapeze artist so long as he cares only

for Hong Kong.  It would also be very helpful if he were a liberal.for Hong Kong.  It would also be very helpful if he were a liberal.for Hong Kong.  It would also be very helpful if he were a liberal.for Hong Kong.  It would also be very helpful if he were a liberal.

Mr Deputy President, with these words, I support the motion as amended by Mr MartinMr Deputy President, with these words, I support the motion as amended by Mr MartinMr Deputy President, with these words, I support the motion as amended by Mr MartinMr Deputy President, with these words, I support the motion as amended by Mr Martin

LEE.LEE.LEE.LEE.

MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, before I give my speech, IMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, before I give my speech, IMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, before I give my speech, IMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, before I give my speech, I

would like to raise two points which are related to Mr Howard YOUNG's and Mr CHIMwould like to raise two points which are related to Mr Howard YOUNG's and Mr CHIMwould like to raise two points which are related to Mr Howard YOUNG's and Mr CHIMwould like to raise two points which are related to Mr Howard YOUNG's and Mr CHIM

Pui-chung's motions.  I have always felt that it is a waste of time for Members ofPui-chung's motions.  I have always felt that it is a waste of time for Members ofPui-chung's motions.  I have always felt that it is a waste of time for Members ofPui-chung's motions.  I have always felt that it is a waste of time for Members of

this Council to spend hours giving speeches and debating on motions when such motionsthis Council to spend hours giving speeches and debating on motions when such motionsthis Council to spend hours giving speeches and debating on motions when such motionsthis Council to spend hours giving speeches and debating on motions when such motions

are noncommittal and give no guidance or advice whatsoever to the Hong Kong Government.are noncommittal and give no guidance or advice whatsoever to the Hong Kong Government.are noncommittal and give no guidance or advice whatsoever to the Hong Kong Government.are noncommittal and give no guidance or advice whatsoever to the Hong Kong Government.

Secondly, a noncommittal motion will not bring out different points of view towardsSecondly, a noncommittal motion will not bring out different points of view towardsSecondly, a noncommittal motion will not bring out different points of view towardsSecondly, a noncommittal motion will not bring out different points of view towards

an issue.  Even when such a motion is carried, the standpoint of the Council remainsan issue.  Even when such a motion is carried, the standpoint of the Council remainsan issue.  Even when such a motion is carried, the standpoint of the Council remainsan issue.  Even when such a motion is carried, the standpoint of the Council remains

obscure.  Thirdly, an adopted or unadopted motion on policy or administrationobscure.  Thirdly, an adopted or unadopted motion on policy or administrationobscure.  Thirdly, an adopted or unadopted motion on policy or administrationobscure.  Thirdly, an adopted or unadopted motion on policy or administration

unrelated to public finance or legal matters is to the central government only aunrelated to public finance or legal matters is to the central government only aunrelated to public finance or legal matters is to the central government only aunrelated to public finance or legal matters is to the central government only a

reflection of the Council's opinions.  Such a motion has of course its influence andreflection of the Council's opinions.  Such a motion has of course its influence andreflection of the Council's opinions.  Such a motion has of course its influence andreflection of the Council's opinions.  Such a motion has of course its influence and

carries weight but is not a binding decision.  So, I have always thought thatcarries weight but is not a binding decision.  So, I have always thought thatcarries weight but is not a binding decision.  So, I have always thought thatcarries weight but is not a binding decision.  So, I have always thought that

noncommittal motions are not worth debating.  Mr YOUNG's motion is to me anoncommittal motions are not worth debating.  Mr YOUNG's motion is to me anoncommittal motions are not worth debating.  Mr YOUNG's motion is to me anoncommittal motions are not worth debating.  Mr YOUNG's motion is to me a

noncommittal one for he has not mentioned anything about what we should expect innoncommittal one for he has not mentioned anything about what we should expect innoncommittal one for he has not mentioned anything about what we should expect innoncommittal one for he has not mentioned anything about what we should expect in

respect of the announcement or appointment of the new Governor of Hong Kong.  He isrespect of the announcement or appointment of the new Governor of Hong Kong.  He isrespect of the announcement or appointment of the new Governor of Hong Kong.  He isrespect of the announcement or appointment of the new Governor of Hong Kong.  He is

merely asking the Government to convey the views of the general public to the Britishmerely asking the Government to convey the views of the general public to the Britishmerely asking the Government to convey the views of the general public to the Britishmerely asking the Government to convey the views of the general public to the British



Government.  In fact, I understand that the Hong Kong Government is regularly sendingGovernment.  In fact, I understand that the Hong Kong Government is regularly sendingGovernment.  In fact, I understand that the Hong Kong Government is regularly sendingGovernment.  In fact, I understand that the Hong Kong Government is regularly sending

news clippings and commentaries to the British Government.  The Hong Kong Governmentnews clippings and commentaries to the British Government.  The Hong Kong Governmentnews clippings and commentaries to the British Government.  The Hong Kong Governmentnews clippings and commentaries to the British Government.  The Hong Kong Government

will do it anyway, whether we have this motion or not.  So, why should we spend sowill do it anyway, whether we have this motion or not.  So, why should we spend sowill do it anyway, whether we have this motion or not.  So, why should we spend sowill do it anyway, whether we have this motion or not.  So, why should we spend so

much time discussing the motion to call on the Government to convey the views of themuch time discussing the motion to call on the Government to convey the views of themuch time discussing the motion to call on the Government to convey the views of themuch time discussing the motion to call on the Government to convey the views of the

public to Britain for consideration?public to Britain for consideration?public to Britain for consideration?public to Britain for consideration?

As regards the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, I find that part of it,As regards the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, I find that part of it,As regards the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, I find that part of it,As regards the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, I find that part of it,

especially the first part, is acceptable.  However, the latter part is open toespecially the first part, is acceptable.  However, the latter part is open toespecially the first part, is acceptable.  However, the latter part is open toespecially the first part, is acceptable.  However, the latter part is open to

question; in fact, the amendment to Mr Martin LEE's motion even gives rise to morequestion; in fact, the amendment to Mr Martin LEE's motion even gives rise to morequestion; in fact, the amendment to Mr Martin LEE's motion even gives rise to morequestion; in fact, the amendment to Mr Martin LEE's motion even gives rise to more

problems.  The amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung carries the requirement ofproblems.  The amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung carries the requirement ofproblems.  The amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung carries the requirement ofproblems.  The amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung carries the requirement of

establishing a democratic political system in accord with the Basic Law and the actualestablishing a democratic political system in accord with the Basic Law and the actualestablishing a democratic political system in accord with the Basic Law and the actualestablishing a democratic political system in accord with the Basic Law and the actual

circumstances.  Basically I find that there is nothing wrong with it.  However, thecircumstances.  Basically I find that there is nothing wrong with it.  However, thecircumstances.  Basically I find that there is nothing wrong with it.  However, thecircumstances.  Basically I find that there is nothing wrong with it.  However, the

people of Hong Kong had expressed diverse views on the political system and itspeople of Hong Kong had expressed diverse views on the political system and itspeople of Hong Kong had expressed diverse views on the political system and itspeople of Hong Kong had expressed diverse views on the political system and its

development in particular during the discussion of the Basic Law; in fact I myselfdevelopment in particular during the discussion of the Basic Law; in fact I myselfdevelopment in particular during the discussion of the Basic Law; in fact I myselfdevelopment in particular during the discussion of the Basic Law; in fact I myself

hold a different view on the timetable for the development of political system.hold a different view on the timetable for the development of political system.hold a different view on the timetable for the development of political system.hold a different view on the timetable for the development of political system.

Although there is the concern that before 1997 the people of Hong Kong may not haveAlthough there is the concern that before 1997 the people of Hong Kong may not haveAlthough there is the concern that before 1997 the people of Hong Kong may not haveAlthough there is the concern that before 1997 the people of Hong Kong may not have

sufficient channels under the local legal framework to have the Basic Law revised,sufficient channels under the local legal framework to have the Basic Law revised,sufficient channels under the local legal framework to have the Basic Law revised,sufficient channels under the local legal framework to have the Basic Law revised,

no one can deny that we can still express our views on the Basic Law and pass themno one can deny that we can still express our views on the Basic Law and pass themno one can deny that we can still express our views on the Basic Law and pass themno one can deny that we can still express our views on the Basic Law and pass them

to China in the hope of having the Basic Law revised by the People's Congress or evento China in the hope of having the Basic Law revised by the People's Congress or evento China in the hope of having the Basic Law revised by the People's Congress or evento China in the hope of having the Basic Law revised by the People's Congress or even

by the Special Administrative Region Government upon its establishment in 1997.by the Special Administrative Region Government upon its establishment in 1997.by the Special Administrative Region Government upon its establishment in 1997.by the Special Administrative Region Government upon its establishment in 1997.

Originally Mr LEE's amendment mentioned the need for the new Governor to work forOriginally Mr LEE's amendment mentioned the need for the new Governor to work forOriginally Mr LEE's amendment mentioned the need for the new Governor to work forOriginally Mr LEE's amendment mentioned the need for the new Governor to work for

the people's livelihood; in other words the new Governor should be working on behalfthe people's livelihood; in other words the new Governor should be working on behalfthe people's livelihood; in other words the new Governor should be working on behalfthe people's livelihood; in other words the new Governor should be working on behalf

of all citizens to improve their living standard.  But this requirement seems to haveof all citizens to improve their living standard.  But this requirement seems to haveof all citizens to improve their living standard.  But this requirement seems to haveof all citizens to improve their living standard.  But this requirement seems to have

been omitted in the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung.  I cannot see in hisbeen omitted in the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung.  I cannot see in hisbeen omitted in the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung.  I cannot see in hisbeen omitted in the amendment moved by Mr CHIM Pui-chung.  I cannot see in his

amendment any mention of the improvement of living standard.  I feel that it is mostamendment any mention of the improvement of living standard.  I feel that it is mostamendment any mention of the improvement of living standard.  I feel that it is mostamendment any mention of the improvement of living standard.  I feel that it is most

significant for the motion to attach importance to people's livelihood and indeedsignificant for the motion to attach importance to people's livelihood and indeedsignificant for the motion to attach importance to people's livelihood and indeedsignificant for the motion to attach importance to people's livelihood and indeed

that is the kind of motion I expect to see.  Now I am going to put forward my viewsthat is the kind of motion I expect to see.  Now I am going to put forward my viewsthat is the kind of motion I expect to see.  Now I am going to put forward my viewsthat is the kind of motion I expect to see.  Now I am going to put forward my views

and state my position in respect of the appointment of the new Governor.and state my position in respect of the appointment of the new Governor.and state my position in respect of the appointment of the new Governor.and state my position in respect of the appointment of the new Governor.

If you ask now what, in my opinion, should be required of the new Governor, IIf you ask now what, in my opinion, should be required of the new Governor, IIf you ask now what, in my opinion, should be required of the new Governor, IIf you ask now what, in my opinion, should be required of the new Governor, I

would take a practical approach, trying first to find out what problems Hong Kongwould take a practical approach, trying first to find out what problems Hong Kongwould take a practical approach, trying first to find out what problems Hong Kongwould take a practical approach, trying first to find out what problems Hong Kong

is facing and in what ways the general public are being troubled.  I believe we allis facing and in what ways the general public are being troubled.  I believe we allis facing and in what ways the general public are being troubled.  I believe we allis facing and in what ways the general public are being troubled.  I believe we all

admit that Hong Kong is suffering from a high inflation rate and aggravating problemsadmit that Hong Kong is suffering from a high inflation rate and aggravating problemsadmit that Hong Kong is suffering from a high inflation rate and aggravating problemsadmit that Hong Kong is suffering from a high inflation rate and aggravating problems

associated with the uneven distribution of wealth.  The living standard of theassociated with the uneven distribution of wealth.  The living standard of theassociated with the uneven distribution of wealth.  The living standard of theassociated with the uneven distribution of wealth.  The living standard of the

general public is on the downturn.  Although Hong Kong now has the lead among thegeneral public is on the downturn.  Although Hong Kong now has the lead among thegeneral public is on the downturn.  Although Hong Kong now has the lead among thegeneral public is on the downturn.  Although Hong Kong now has the lead among the

"Four Little Dragons", when compared with western countries, we are still some way"Four Little Dragons", when compared with western countries, we are still some way"Four Little Dragons", when compared with western countries, we are still some way"Four Little Dragons", when compared with western countries, we are still some way

behind.  With the inflation rate rising to a two-digit figure, the living standardbehind.  With the inflation rate rising to a two-digit figure, the living standardbehind.  With the inflation rate rising to a two-digit figure, the living standardbehind.  With the inflation rate rising to a two-digit figure, the living standard

of the grassroots has dropped.  The Government, however, has not taken any remedialof the grassroots has dropped.  The Government, however, has not taken any remedialof the grassroots has dropped.  The Government, however, has not taken any remedialof the grassroots has dropped.  The Government, however, has not taken any remedial



measures to redress the situation.  Worse still, it has approved the importation ofmeasures to redress the situation.  Worse still, it has approved the importation ofmeasures to redress the situation.  Worse still, it has approved the importation ofmeasures to redress the situation.  Worse still, it has approved the importation of

more workers from other places, thus seriously undermining the employmentmore workers from other places, thus seriously undermining the employmentmore workers from other places, thus seriously undermining the employmentmore workers from other places, thus seriously undermining the employment

opportunities and job security of local workers.  At a time when livelihood of theopportunities and job security of local workers.  At a time when livelihood of theopportunities and job security of local workers.  At a time when livelihood of theopportunities and job security of local workers.  At a time when livelihood of the

general public is at risk, measures have been taken by the Government to protect thegeneral public is at risk, measures have been taken by the Government to protect thegeneral public is at risk, measures have been taken by the Government to protect thegeneral public is at risk, measures have been taken by the Government to protect the

interests of some British companies and large consortia so that with the richinterests of some British companies and large consortia so that with the richinterests of some British companies and large consortia so that with the richinterests of some British companies and large consortia so that with the rich

resources of the community, they could make more profits.  All these reflect thatresources of the community, they could make more profits.  All these reflect thatresources of the community, they could make more profits.  All these reflect thatresources of the community, they could make more profits.  All these reflect that

the Hong Kong Government has not reckoned with the problems concerning the livelihoodthe Hong Kong Government has not reckoned with the problems concerning the livelihoodthe Hong Kong Government has not reckoned with the problems concerning the livelihoodthe Hong Kong Government has not reckoned with the problems concerning the livelihood

of the people, so much so that in future the rich may become richer still whilst theof the people, so much so that in future the rich may become richer still whilst theof the people, so much so that in future the rich may become richer still whilst theof the people, so much so that in future the rich may become richer still whilst the

poor may become more impoverished.  Regarding the basic requirements the new Governorpoor may become more impoverished.  Regarding the basic requirements the new Governorpoor may become more impoverished.  Regarding the basic requirements the new Governorpoor may become more impoverished.  Regarding the basic requirements the new Governor

should meet, I would think that the foremost and essential thing is that he or sheshould meet, I would think that the foremost and essential thing is that he or sheshould meet, I would think that the foremost and essential thing is that he or sheshould meet, I would think that the foremost and essential thing is that he or she

must place due regard on the livelihood of the people of Hong Kong and is experiencedmust place due regard on the livelihood of the people of Hong Kong and is experiencedmust place due regard on the livelihood of the people of Hong Kong and is experiencedmust place due regard on the livelihood of the people of Hong Kong and is experienced

in solving related problems.  We strongly believe that the most senior official ofin solving related problems.  We strongly believe that the most senior official ofin solving related problems.  We strongly believe that the most senior official ofin solving related problems.  We strongly believe that the most senior official of

the territory must meet this requirement and treat the people's livelihood as anthe territory must meet this requirement and treat the people's livelihood as anthe territory must meet this requirement and treat the people's livelihood as anthe territory must meet this requirement and treat the people's livelihood as an

important issue.  If he or she cannot understand the problems of the people, cannotimportant issue.  If he or she cannot understand the problems of the people, cannotimportant issue.  If he or she cannot understand the problems of the people, cannotimportant issue.  If he or she cannot understand the problems of the people, cannot

solve the problems and has no experience in solving the problems, he or she is notsolve the problems and has no experience in solving the problems, he or she is notsolve the problems and has no experience in solving the problems, he or she is notsolve the problems and has no experience in solving the problems, he or she is not

a good Governor.  Even an excellent diplomat, a China expert or an all-rounder isa good Governor.  Even an excellent diplomat, a China expert or an all-rounder isa good Governor.  Even an excellent diplomat, a China expert or an all-rounder isa good Governor.  Even an excellent diplomat, a China expert or an all-rounder is

not comparable to somebody who can maintain a stable society and raise the standardnot comparable to somebody who can maintain a stable society and raise the standardnot comparable to somebody who can maintain a stable society and raise the standardnot comparable to somebody who can maintain a stable society and raise the standard

of living of the people.  It is believed that many people feel there is nothing theyof living of the people.  It is believed that many people feel there is nothing theyof living of the people.  It is believed that many people feel there is nothing theyof living of the people.  It is believed that many people feel there is nothing they

can do.  They feel that they have no say, but can only hope that the new Governorcan do.  They feel that they have no say, but can only hope that the new Governorcan do.  They feel that they have no say, but can only hope that the new Governorcan do.  They feel that they have no say, but can only hope that the new Governor

will turn out to be a good one.  However, as Members of the Legislative Council,will turn out to be a good one.  However, as Members of the Legislative Council,will turn out to be a good one.  However, as Members of the Legislative Council,will turn out to be a good one.  However, as Members of the Legislative Council,

especially during the transitional period in the run-up to 1997, we should take theespecially during the transitional period in the run-up to 1997, we should take theespecially during the transitional period in the run-up to 1997, we should take theespecially during the transitional period in the run-up to 1997, we should take the

initiative and help them shake off such ideas and fight for a Governor who meets ourinitiative and help them shake off such ideas and fight for a Governor who meets ourinitiative and help them shake off such ideas and fight for a Governor who meets ourinitiative and help them shake off such ideas and fight for a Governor who meets our

requirements.  It is of great importance that Hong Kong people behave positively andrequirements.  It is of great importance that Hong Kong people behave positively andrequirements.  It is of great importance that Hong Kong people behave positively andrequirements.  It is of great importance that Hong Kong people behave positively and

have initiatives during the transitional period.  I therefore would like to suggesthave initiatives during the transitional period.  I therefore would like to suggesthave initiatives during the transitional period.  I therefore would like to suggesthave initiatives during the transitional period.  I therefore would like to suggest

that the Hong Kong Government should conduct a scientific opinion survey to find outthat the Hong Kong Government should conduct a scientific opinion survey to find outthat the Hong Kong Government should conduct a scientific opinion survey to find outthat the Hong Kong Government should conduct a scientific opinion survey to find out

from the people of Hong Kong what they consider should be required of the new Governorfrom the people of Hong Kong what they consider should be required of the new Governorfrom the people of Hong Kong what they consider should be required of the new Governorfrom the people of Hong Kong what they consider should be required of the new Governor

and reflect these opinions to Britain so that the British Government knows what kindand reflect these opinions to Britain so that the British Government knows what kindand reflect these opinions to Britain so that the British Government knows what kindand reflect these opinions to Britain so that the British Government knows what kind

of Governor the people of Hong Kong want.  This will not only keep Britain informedof Governor the people of Hong Kong want.  This will not only keep Britain informedof Governor the people of Hong Kong want.  This will not only keep Britain informedof Governor the people of Hong Kong want.  This will not only keep Britain informed

of the opinions and concerns of the people of Hong Kong, but also stimulate discussionsof the opinions and concerns of the people of Hong Kong, but also stimulate discussionsof the opinions and concerns of the people of Hong Kong, but also stimulate discussionsof the opinions and concerns of the people of Hong Kong, but also stimulate discussions

among the public through the survey which will serve as a good opportunity for civicamong the public through the survey which will serve as a good opportunity for civicamong the public through the survey which will serve as a good opportunity for civicamong the public through the survey which will serve as a good opportunity for civic

education.education.education.education.

To sum up, I hTo sum up, I hTo sum up, I hTo sum up, I have two points to make on choosing our new Governor.  Firstly, theave two points to make on choosing our new Governor.  Firstly, theave two points to make on choosing our new Governor.  Firstly, theave two points to make on choosing our new Governor.  Firstly, the

Governor must be a person who places due regard on the livelihood of the people ofGovernor must be a person who places due regard on the livelihood of the people ofGovernor must be a person who places due regard on the livelihood of the people ofGovernor must be a person who places due regard on the livelihood of the people of

Hong Kong and he or she must have experience in solving problems in relation toHong Kong and he or she must have experience in solving problems in relation toHong Kong and he or she must have experience in solving problems in relation toHong Kong and he or she must have experience in solving problems in relation to

people's livelihood.  Secondly, I request the Government to conduct a scientificpeople's livelihood.  Secondly, I request the Government to conduct a scientificpeople's livelihood.  Secondly, I request the Government to conduct a scientificpeople's livelihood.  Secondly, I request the Government to conduct a scientific

opinion survey to collect the opinions of the Hong Kong people on the new Governor,opinion survey to collect the opinions of the Hong Kong people on the new Governor,opinion survey to collect the opinions of the Hong Kong people on the new Governor,opinion survey to collect the opinions of the Hong Kong people on the new Governor,

and reflect the opinions to the British Government.  With these remarks, I supportand reflect the opinions to the British Government.  With these remarks, I supportand reflect the opinions to the British Government.  With these remarks, I supportand reflect the opinions to the British Government.  With these remarks, I support



Mr Martin LEE's motion.Mr Martin LEE's motion.Mr Martin LEE's motion.Mr Martin LEE's motion.

MR SIMON IP:  Mr Deputy President, as Hong Kong approaches 1997, few issues can beMR SIMON IP:  Mr Deputy President, as Hong Kong approaches 1997, few issues can beMR SIMON IP:  Mr Deputy President, as Hong Kong approaches 1997, few issues can beMR SIMON IP:  Mr Deputy President, as Hong Kong approaches 1997, few issues can be

more important than its leadership during the next five years.more important than its leadership during the next five years.more important than its leadership during the next five years.more important than its leadership during the next five years.

Of the many responsibilities of the new Governor, none can be more important thanOf the many responsibilities of the new Governor, none can be more important thanOf the many responsibilities of the new Governor, none can be more important thanOf the many responsibilities of the new Governor, none can be more important than

continuing to encourage Hong Kong people to take responsibility for themselves andcontinuing to encourage Hong Kong people to take responsibility for themselves andcontinuing to encourage Hong Kong people to take responsibility for themselves andcontinuing to encourage Hong Kong people to take responsibility for themselves and

allowing them to govern Hong Kong.allowing them to govern Hong Kong.allowing them to govern Hong Kong.allowing them to govern Hong Kong.

The new Governor must ensure that the promise for Hong Kong's autonomy as providedThe new Governor must ensure that the promise for Hong Kong's autonomy as providedThe new Governor must ensure that the promise for Hong Kong's autonomy as providedThe new Governor must ensure that the promise for Hong Kong's autonomy as provided

in the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law is respected.  He must be a person of visionin the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law is respected.  He must be a person of visionin the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law is respected.  He must be a person of visionin the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law is respected.  He must be a person of vision

who can translate that promise into reality.who can translate that promise into reality.who can translate that promise into reality.who can translate that promise into reality.

The new Governor must promote Hong Kong's interests even though they may conflictThe new Governor must promote Hong Kong's interests even though they may conflictThe new Governor must promote Hong Kong's interests even though they may conflictThe new Governor must promote Hong Kong's interests even though they may conflict

with those of Beijing or London.  He must build a relationship between Hong Kong andwith those of Beijing or London.  He must build a relationship between Hong Kong andwith those of Beijing or London.  He must build a relationship between Hong Kong andwith those of Beijing or London.  He must build a relationship between Hong Kong and

China of mutual understanding, trust and respect.  He must remove China's doubts andChina of mutual understanding, trust and respect.  He must remove China's doubts andChina of mutual understanding, trust and respect.  He must remove China's doubts andChina of mutual understanding, trust and respect.  He must remove China's doubts and

suspicions of Hong Kong's motives and actions as Hong Kong asserts its high degreesuspicions of Hong Kong's motives and actions as Hong Kong asserts its high degreesuspicions of Hong Kong's motives and actions as Hong Kong asserts its high degreesuspicions of Hong Kong's motives and actions as Hong Kong asserts its high degree

of autonomy.of autonomy.of autonomy.of autonomy.

The new Governor must maintain the initiatives in the areas of environmentalThe new Governor must maintain the initiatives in the areas of environmentalThe new Governor must maintain the initiatives in the areas of environmentalThe new Governor must maintain the initiatives in the areas of environmental

protection, improved educational opportunities and social welfare programmes whileprotection, improved educational opportunities and social welfare programmes whileprotection, improved educational opportunities and social welfare programmes whileprotection, improved educational opportunities and social welfare programmes while

promoting the economic well being of Hong Kong.promoting the economic well being of Hong Kong.promoting the economic well being of Hong Kong.promoting the economic well being of Hong Kong.

What skills and experience must an individual possess to meet the highWhat skills and experience must an individual possess to meet the highWhat skills and experience must an individual possess to meet the highWhat skills and experience must an individual possess to meet the high

expectations of the Hong Kong people and to manage successfully the challengingexpectations of the Hong Kong people and to manage successfully the challengingexpectations of the Hong Kong people and to manage successfully the challengingexpectations of the Hong Kong people and to manage successfully the challenging

responsibilities that lie ahead?responsibilities that lie ahead?responsibilities that lie ahead?responsibilities that lie ahead?

First and foremost the new Governor must be an effective and skillful leader.First and foremost the new Governor must be an effective and skillful leader.First and foremost the new Governor must be an effective and skillful leader.First and foremost the new Governor must be an effective and skillful leader.

His leadership skills will be invaluable in gaining the trust of Hong Kong peopleHis leadership skills will be invaluable in gaining the trust of Hong Kong peopleHis leadership skills will be invaluable in gaining the trust of Hong Kong peopleHis leadership skills will be invaluable in gaining the trust of Hong Kong people

and carrying their hearts and minds across the threshold of transition to a futureand carrying their hearts and minds across the threshold of transition to a futureand carrying their hearts and minds across the threshold of transition to a futureand carrying their hearts and minds across the threshold of transition to a future

with China.  He must have influence in London and respect in Beijing.with China.  He must have influence in London and respect in Beijing.with China.  He must have influence in London and respect in Beijing.with China.  He must have influence in London and respect in Beijing.

He must possess a flair for diplomacy, politics and administration.  He mustHe must possess a flair for diplomacy, politics and administration.  He mustHe must possess a flair for diplomacy, politics and administration.  He mustHe must possess a flair for diplomacy, politics and administration.  He must

sense the changing local political landscape and know how to handle a more democraticsense the changing local political landscape and know how to handle a more democraticsense the changing local political landscape and know how to handle a more democraticsense the changing local political landscape and know how to handle a more democratic

and at times adversarial legislative body without reducing the efficiency ofand at times adversarial legislative body without reducing the efficiency ofand at times adversarial legislative body without reducing the efficiency ofand at times adversarial legislative body without reducing the efficiency of

governance.  He must be able to unite different interest groups at times of conflictgovernance.  He must be able to unite different interest groups at times of conflictgovernance.  He must be able to unite different interest groups at times of conflictgovernance.  He must be able to unite different interest groups at times of conflict

in pursuit of the common good.in pursuit of the common good.in pursuit of the common good.in pursuit of the common good.



He should possess extensive knowledge about Hong Kong, China and the He should possess extensive knowledge about Hong Kong, China and the He should possess extensive knowledge about Hong Kong, China and the He should possess extensive knowledge about Hong Kong, China and the region.region.region.region.

This will allow him to be immediately effective without a long learning curve.This will allow him to be immediately effective without a long learning curve.This will allow him to be immediately effective without a long learning curve.This will allow him to be immediately effective without a long learning curve.

The skills required to face the tasks ahead will be difficult to find in any oneThe skills required to face the tasks ahead will be difficult to find in any oneThe skills required to face the tasks ahead will be difficult to find in any oneThe skills required to face the tasks ahead will be difficult to find in any one

individual.  In choosing a new Governor, the search must be wide.  The skills areindividual.  In choosing a new Governor, the search must be wide.  The skills areindividual.  In choosing a new Governor, the search must be wide.  The skills areindividual.  In choosing a new Governor, the search must be wide.  The skills are

not just those of a career diplomat, or of a respected Sinologist, or of a politician.not just those of a career diplomat, or of a respected Sinologist, or of a politician.not just those of a career diplomat, or of a respected Sinologist, or of a politician.not just those of a career diplomat, or of a respected Sinologist, or of a politician.

The new Governor must be a convincing figure at a business conference, at a marketThe new Governor must be a convincing figure at a business conference, at a marketThe new Governor must be a convincing figure at a business conference, at a marketThe new Governor must be a convincing figure at a business conference, at a market

place or in the Great Hall of the People.place or in the Great Hall of the People.place or in the Great Hall of the People.place or in the Great Hall of the People.

Whether our new Governor be appointed from BWhether our new Governor be appointed from BWhether our new Governor be appointed from BWhether our new Governor be appointed from Britain or Hong Kong, whether he beritain or Hong Kong, whether he beritain or Hong Kong, whether he beritain or Hong Kong, whether he be

a diplomat, a politician or an administrator, he must possess the skills and qualitiesa diplomat, a politician or an administrator, he must possess the skills and qualitiesa diplomat, a politician or an administrator, he must possess the skills and qualitiesa diplomat, a politician or an administrator, he must possess the skills and qualities

required to lead Hong Kong successfully towards 1997.required to lead Hong Kong successfully towards 1997.required to lead Hong Kong successfully towards 1997.required to lead Hong Kong successfully towards 1997.

Mr Deputy President, I prefer the general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion to theMr Deputy President, I prefer the general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion to theMr Deputy President, I prefer the general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion to theMr Deputy President, I prefer the general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion to the

more specific wording of Mr LEE's or Mr CHIM's proposed amendments.  Being specificmore specific wording of Mr LEE's or Mr CHIM's proposed amendments.  Being specificmore specific wording of Mr LEE's or Mr CHIM's proposed amendments.  Being specificmore specific wording of Mr LEE's or Mr CHIM's proposed amendments.  Being specific

in wording in my view is unnecessary and has the disadvantage of being limiting atin wording in my view is unnecessary and has the disadvantage of being limiting atin wording in my view is unnecessary and has the disadvantage of being limiting atin wording in my view is unnecessary and has the disadvantage of being limiting at

the same time.  It also leads to unnecessary disagreement and debate over wording.the same time.  It also leads to unnecessary disagreement and debate over wording.the same time.  It also leads to unnecessary disagreement and debate over wording.the same time.  It also leads to unnecessary disagreement and debate over wording.

The general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion allows all Members of this Council to expressThe general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion allows all Members of this Council to expressThe general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion allows all Members of this Council to expressThe general wording of Mr YOUNG's motion allows all Members of this Council to express

their views as they wish which views will then be conveyed to Her Majesty's Governmenttheir views as they wish which views will then be conveyed to Her Majesty's Governmenttheir views as they wish which views will then be conveyed to Her Majesty's Governmenttheir views as they wish which views will then be conveyed to Her Majesty's Government

if the motion is passed.  I support Mr YOUNG's motion.if the motion is passed.  I support Mr YOUNG's motion.if the motion is passed.  I support Mr YOUNG's motion.if the motion is passed.  I support Mr YOUNG's motion.

DR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, Paragraph 1 of Article 7 of the Letters PatentDR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, Paragraph 1 of Article 7 of the Letters PatentDR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, Paragraph 1 of Article 7 of the Letters PatentDR LAM KUI-CHUN: Mr Deputy President, Paragraph 1 of Article 7 of the Letters Patent

defines the role of the Legislative Council as one of providing the Governor withdefines the role of the Legislative Council as one of providing the Governor withdefines the role of the Legislative Council as one of providing the Governor withdefines the role of the Legislative Council as one of providing the Governor with

advice and consent in making laws for the peace, order and good government of theadvice and consent in making laws for the peace, order and good government of theadvice and consent in making laws for the peace, order and good government of theadvice and consent in making laws for the peace, order and good government of the

Colony. That does not include offering advice to the Queen on the choice of personColony. That does not include offering advice to the Queen on the choice of personColony. That does not include offering advice to the Queen on the choice of personColony. That does not include offering advice to the Queen on the choice of person

to be Governor.  Therewith I believe this motion for debate including the amendmentsto be Governor.  Therewith I believe this motion for debate including the amendmentsto be Governor.  Therewith I believe this motion for debate including the amendmentsto be Governor.  Therewith I believe this motion for debate including the amendments

is outside the ambit of this Council.is outside the ambit of this Council.is outside the ambit of this Council.is outside the ambit of this Council.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, to put into effect the Sino-DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, to put into effect the Sino-DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, to put into effect the Sino-DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, to put into effect the Sino-

British Joint Declaration and to set up a democratic political system are tasks whichBritish Joint Declaration and to set up a democratic political system are tasks whichBritish Joint Declaration and to set up a democratic political system are tasks whichBritish Joint Declaration and to set up a democratic political system are tasks which

the Governor of Hong Kong should undertake.  The Communist regimes in Eastern Europethe Governor of Hong Kong should undertake.  The Communist regimes in Eastern Europethe Governor of Hong Kong should undertake.  The Communist regimes in Eastern Europethe Governor of Hong Kong should undertake.  The Communist regimes in Eastern Europe

and the Soviet Union, after decades of practice, have ultimately turned out to beand the Soviet Union, after decades of practice, have ultimately turned out to beand the Soviet Union, after decades of practice, have ultimately turned out to beand the Soviet Union, after decades of practice, have ultimately turned out to be

a failure and crumbled.  This has proved that a political system without a human basea failure and crumbled.  This has proved that a political system without a human basea failure and crumbled.  This has proved that a political system without a human basea failure and crumbled.  This has proved that a political system without a human base

is full of shortcomings and incompatible with the times.  From a nationalistic pointis full of shortcomings and incompatible with the times.  From a nationalistic pointis full of shortcomings and incompatible with the times.  From a nationalistic pointis full of shortcomings and incompatible with the times.  From a nationalistic point

of view, the return of Hong Kong to China after 1997 is an extremely happy event.of view, the return of Hong Kong to China after 1997 is an extremely happy event.of view, the return of Hong Kong to China after 1997 is an extremely happy event.of view, the return of Hong Kong to China after 1997 is an extremely happy event.

The Chinese can finally join their big family.  However, Hong Kong people, who areThe Chinese can finally join their big family.  However, Hong Kong people, who areThe Chinese can finally join their big family.  However, Hong Kong people, who areThe Chinese can finally join their big family.  However, Hong Kong people, who are

used to a capitalist way of life, will find it very difficult to accept or adapt toused to a capitalist way of life, will find it very difficult to accept or adapt toused to a capitalist way of life, will find it very difficult to accept or adapt toused to a capitalist way of life, will find it very difficult to accept or adapt to

the change if they suddenly have to live under an outdated socialist system.  It wasthe change if they suddenly have to live under an outdated socialist system.  It wasthe change if they suddenly have to live under an outdated socialist system.  It wasthe change if they suddenly have to live under an outdated socialist system.  It was



to solve this problem that the Sino-British Joint Declaration was instituted.  Into solve this problem that the Sino-British Joint Declaration was instituted.  Into solve this problem that the Sino-British Joint Declaration was instituted.  Into solve this problem that the Sino-British Joint Declaration was instituted.  In

1984, the Joint Declaration was happily accepted by the majority of Hong Kong people1984, the Joint Declaration was happily accepted by the majority of Hong Kong people1984, the Joint Declaration was happily accepted by the majority of Hong Kong people1984, the Joint Declaration was happily accepted by the majority of Hong Kong people

because they believed that the Chinese Government and the British Government wouldbecause they believed that the Chinese Government and the British Government wouldbecause they believed that the Chinese Government and the British Government wouldbecause they believed that the Chinese Government and the British Government would

implement the Joint Declaration they had jointly signed.  What happened later wasimplement the Joint Declaration they had jointly signed.  What happened later wasimplement the Joint Declaration they had jointly signed.  What happened later wasimplement the Joint Declaration they had jointly signed.  What happened later was

that we saw both Governments giving interpretations on issues touched upon in somethat we saw both Governments giving interpretations on issues touched upon in somethat we saw both Governments giving interpretations on issues touched upon in somethat we saw both Governments giving interpretations on issues touched upon in some

grey areas of the Joint Declaration and this has given us a feeling that the primarygrey areas of the Joint Declaration and this has given us a feeling that the primarygrey areas of the Joint Declaration and this has given us a feeling that the primarygrey areas of the Joint Declaration and this has given us a feeling that the primary

spirit of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, that is "one country two systems andspirit of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, that is "one country two systems andspirit of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, that is "one country two systems andspirit of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, that is "one country two systems and

Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong" is seemingly fading away.  No doubt we are allHong Kong people ruling Hong Kong" is seemingly fading away.  No doubt we are allHong Kong people ruling Hong Kong" is seemingly fading away.  No doubt we are allHong Kong people ruling Hong Kong" is seemingly fading away.  No doubt we are all

striving for the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong.  Our main aim in fightingstriving for the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong.  Our main aim in fightingstriving for the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong.  Our main aim in fightingstriving for the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong.  Our main aim in fighting

for a democratic political system is to enable the public to have greaterfor a democratic political system is to enable the public to have greaterfor a democratic political system is to enable the public to have greaterfor a democratic political system is to enable the public to have greater

participation in their own affairs under fairer circumstances.  A democraticparticipation in their own affairs under fairer circumstances.  A democraticparticipation in their own affairs under fairer circumstances.  A democraticparticipation in their own affairs under fairer circumstances.  A democratic

political system and stability and prosperity complement  rather than contradictpolitical system and stability and prosperity complement  rather than contradictpolitical system and stability and prosperity complement  rather than contradictpolitical system and stability and prosperity complement  rather than contradict

each other.  If we conduct an opinion survey, I am sure it would show that the absoluteeach other.  If we conduct an opinion survey, I am sure it would show that the absoluteeach other.  If we conduct an opinion survey, I am sure it would show that the absoluteeach other.  If we conduct an opinion survey, I am sure it would show that the absolute

majority of the citizens of Hong Kong are in favour of maintaining the capitalistmajority of the citizens of Hong Kong are in favour of maintaining the capitalistmajority of the citizens of Hong Kong are in favour of maintaining the capitalistmajority of the citizens of Hong Kong are in favour of maintaining the capitalist

lifestyle and are against a dictatorial government.  Hence, the new Governor mustlifestyle and are against a dictatorial government.  Hence, the new Governor mustlifestyle and are against a dictatorial government.  Hence, the new Governor mustlifestyle and are against a dictatorial government.  Hence, the new Governor must

be able to implement the Sino-British Joint Declaration impartially, introduce abe able to implement the Sino-British Joint Declaration impartially, introduce abe able to implement the Sino-British Joint Declaration impartially, introduce abe able to implement the Sino-British Joint Declaration impartially, introduce a

democratic political system, improve people's livelihood, enhance the transparencydemocratic political system, improve people's livelihood, enhance the transparencydemocratic political system, improve people's livelihood, enhance the transparencydemocratic political system, improve people's livelihood, enhance the transparency

of the government and strengthen the confidence of the people of Hong Kong.  I believeof the government and strengthen the confidence of the people of Hong Kong.  I believeof the government and strengthen the confidence of the people of Hong Kong.  I believeof the government and strengthen the confidence of the people of Hong Kong.  I believe

citizens expect the new Governor to be able to speak to them from the bottom of hiscitizens expect the new Governor to be able to speak to them from the bottom of hiscitizens expect the new Governor to be able to speak to them from the bottom of hiscitizens expect the new Governor to be able to speak to them from the bottom of his

heart.  This would avoid repeating history as after the Sino-British Memorandum ofheart.  This would avoid repeating history as after the Sino-British Memorandum ofheart.  This would avoid repeating history as after the Sino-British Memorandum ofheart.  This would avoid repeating history as after the Sino-British Memorandum of

Understanding was signed, the Governor still said no progress had been made on theUnderstanding was signed, the Governor still said no progress had been made on theUnderstanding was signed, the Governor still said no progress had been made on theUnderstanding was signed, the Governor still said no progress had been made on the

airport project.airport project.airport project.airport project.

Today, having heard the three motions in this Council, Today, having heard the three motions in this Council, Today, having heard the three motions in this Council, Today, having heard the three motions in this Council, I have the feeling thatI have the feeling thatI have the feeling thatI have the feeling that

we can draw a parallel between choosing a governor and choosing a wife.  Regardingwe can draw a parallel between choosing a governor and choosing a wife.  Regardingwe can draw a parallel between choosing a governor and choosing a wife.  Regardingwe can draw a parallel between choosing a governor and choosing a wife.  Regarding

Mr Howard YOUNG's motion, it seems as if any woman would do for a wife and that oneMr Howard YOUNG's motion, it seems as if any woman would do for a wife and that oneMr Howard YOUNG's motion, it seems as if any woman would do for a wife and that oneMr Howard YOUNG's motion, it seems as if any woman would do for a wife and that one

may freely choose and freely take what one likes.  For the United Democrats, the wifemay freely choose and freely take what one likes.  For the United Democrats, the wifemay freely choose and freely take what one likes.  For the United Democrats, the wifemay freely choose and freely take what one likes.  For the United Democrats, the wife

must also conform to four principles apart from the requirement that she has to bemust also conform to four principles apart from the requirement that she has to bemust also conform to four principles apart from the requirement that she has to bemust also conform to four principles apart from the requirement that she has to be

a woman.  Mr CHIM Pui-chung wants to add one more condition, and that is the consenta woman.  Mr CHIM Pui-chung wants to add one more condition, and that is the consenta woman.  Mr CHIM Pui-chung wants to add one more condition, and that is the consenta woman.  Mr CHIM Pui-chung wants to add one more condition, and that is the consent

of her rich and powerful mother.  Everyone has the freedom to express his criteriaof her rich and powerful mother.  Everyone has the freedom to express his criteriaof her rich and powerful mother.  Everyone has the freedom to express his criteriaof her rich and powerful mother.  Everyone has the freedom to express his criteria

for choosing a wife; therefore I shall not speak against any motion.  However,for choosing a wife; therefore I shall not speak against any motion.  However,for choosing a wife; therefore I shall not speak against any motion.  However,for choosing a wife; therefore I shall not speak against any motion.  However,

regarding the establishment of a democratic political system in accord with the Basicregarding the establishment of a democratic political system in accord with the Basicregarding the establishment of a democratic political system in accord with the Basicregarding the establishment of a democratic political system in accord with the Basic

Law and the actual environment as mentioned by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, there are two pointsLaw and the actual environment as mentioned by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, there are two pointsLaw and the actual environment as mentioned by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, there are two pointsLaw and the actual environment as mentioned by Mr CHIM Pui-chung, there are two points

that I would like to discuss with him.  Firstly, regarding the actual environment,that I would like to discuss with him.  Firstly, regarding the actual environment,that I would like to discuss with him.  Firstly, regarding the actual environment,that I would like to discuss with him.  Firstly, regarding the actual environment,

in the event of the recurrence of the June 4 incident with over a million citizensin the event of the recurrence of the June 4 incident with over a million citizensin the event of the recurrence of the June 4 incident with over a million citizensin the event of the recurrence of the June 4 incident with over a million citizens

going to the New China News Agency to protest and demonstrate, would there begoing to the New China News Agency to protest and demonstrate, would there begoing to the New China News Agency to protest and demonstrate, would there begoing to the New China News Agency to protest and demonstrate, would there be

suggestions that the Governor should go together with them or head them?  This issuggestions that the Governor should go together with them or head them?  This issuggestions that the Governor should go together with them or head them?  This issuggestions that the Governor should go together with them or head them?  This is

the actual environment.  Of course, when Mr LU Ping visits Hong Kong, it will bethe actual environment.  Of course, when Mr LU Ping visits Hong Kong, it will bethe actual environment.  Of course, when Mr LU Ping visits Hong Kong, it will bethe actual environment.  Of course, when Mr LU Ping visits Hong Kong, it will be



another actual environment, and in actual fact such an actual environment has becomeanother actual environment, and in actual fact such an actual environment has becomeanother actual environment, and in actual fact such an actual environment has becomeanother actual environment, and in actual fact such an actual environment has become

a reality.  The other point is the relation between the Joint Declaration and thea reality.  The other point is the relation between the Joint Declaration and thea reality.  The other point is the relation between the Joint Declaration and thea reality.  The other point is the relation between the Joint Declaration and the

Basic Law.  As a matter of fact, the Joint Declaration was made prior to the BasicBasic Law.  As a matter of fact, the Joint Declaration was made prior to the BasicBasic Law.  As a matter of fact, the Joint Declaration was made prior to the BasicBasic Law.  As a matter of fact, the Joint Declaration was made prior to the Basic

law.  The Joint Declaration is a foundation.  Therefore, I believe that we would havelaw.  The Joint Declaration is a foundation.  Therefore, I believe that we would havelaw.  The Joint Declaration is a foundation.  Therefore, I believe that we would havelaw.  The Joint Declaration is a foundation.  Therefore, I believe that we would have

attained our major principle if we require the future Governor to be able to carryattained our major principle if we require the future Governor to be able to carryattained our major principle if we require the future Governor to be able to carryattained our major principle if we require the future Governor to be able to carry

through the Joint Declaration.  A point to be noted is that the Governor is thethrough the Joint Declaration.  A point to be noted is that the Governor is thethrough the Joint Declaration.  A point to be noted is that the Governor is thethrough the Joint Declaration.  A point to be noted is that the Governor is the

representative of the Queen in Hong Kong and directs the administration of Hong Kong.representative of the Queen in Hong Kong and directs the administration of Hong Kong.representative of the Queen in Hong Kong and directs the administration of Hong Kong.representative of the Queen in Hong Kong and directs the administration of Hong Kong.

The Basic Law can be amended through the National People's Congress.  Suppose theThe Basic Law can be amended through the National People's Congress.  Suppose theThe Basic Law can be amended through the National People's Congress.  Suppose theThe Basic Law can be amended through the National People's Congress.  Suppose the

Basic Law is amended again and again, does that mean the Queen's representative willBasic Law is amended again and again, does that mean the Queen's representative willBasic Law is amended again and again, does that mean the Queen's representative willBasic Law is amended again and again, does that mean the Queen's representative will

dance  elegantly to the tune of music played by the Chinese Government?  Mr Deputydance  elegantly to the tune of music played by the Chinese Government?  Mr Deputydance  elegantly to the tune of music played by the Chinese Government?  Mr Deputydance  elegantly to the tune of music played by the Chinese Government?  Mr Deputy

President, members of the United Democrats have principles.  That is why Mr SZETOPresident, members of the United Democrats have principles.  That is why Mr SZETOPresident, members of the United Democrats have principles.  That is why Mr SZETOPresident, members of the United Democrats have principles.  That is why Mr SZETO

Wah and Dr YEUNG Sum are still single.  I believe members of the United DemocratsWah and Dr YEUNG Sum are still single.  I believe members of the United DemocratsWah and Dr YEUNG Sum are still single.  I believe members of the United DemocratsWah and Dr YEUNG Sum are still single.  I believe members of the United Democrats

will support the principled motion of our leader Mr Martin LEE.will support the principled motion of our leader Mr Martin LEE.will support the principled motion of our leader Mr Martin LEE.will support the principled motion of our leader Mr Martin LEE.

MISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to speak in support of Mr Martin LEE'sMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to speak in support of Mr Martin LEE'sMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to speak in support of Mr Martin LEE'sMISS EMILY LAU: Mr Deputy President, I rise to speak in support of Mr Martin LEE's

amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I do not support Mr YOUNG's motion becauseamendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I do not support Mr YOUNG's motion becauseamendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I do not support Mr YOUNG's motion becauseamendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I do not support Mr YOUNG's motion because

I regard it as too vague and empty.  I think we should use today's motion debate toI regard it as too vague and empty.  I think we should use today's motion debate toI regard it as too vague and empty.  I think we should use today's motion debate toI regard it as too vague and empty.  I think we should use today's motion debate to

send a clear and strong message to London of our concern and displeasure at the waysend a clear and strong message to London of our concern and displeasure at the waysend a clear and strong message to London of our concern and displeasure at the waysend a clear and strong message to London of our concern and displeasure at the way

that the whole matter has been handled.that the whole matter has been handled.that the whole matter has been handled.that the whole matter has been handled.

I do not support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment because I hope the political systemI do not support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment because I hope the political systemI do not support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment because I hope the political systemI do not support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment because I hope the political system

laid down in the Basic Law regarding the number of directly elected seats in thelaid down in the Basic Law regarding the number of directly elected seats in thelaid down in the Basic Law regarding the number of directly elected seats in thelaid down in the Basic Law regarding the number of directly elected seats in the

Legislative Council can be increased to more than 20.  I for one, Mr Deputy President,Legislative Council can be increased to more than 20.  I for one, Mr Deputy President,Legislative Council can be increased to more than 20.  I for one, Mr Deputy President,Legislative Council can be increased to more than 20.  I for one, Mr Deputy President,

have always supported one hundred percent democracy.have always supported one hundred percent democracy.have always supported one hundred percent democracy.have always supported one hundred percent democracy.

First of all, Mr Deputy President, I want to express my feeling of frustrationFirst of all, Mr Deputy President, I want to express my feeling of frustrationFirst of all, Mr Deputy President, I want to express my feeling of frustrationFirst of all, Mr Deputy President, I want to express my feeling of frustration

and concern at the way that the British Government has handled the retirement of theand concern at the way that the British Government has handled the retirement of theand concern at the way that the British Government has handled the retirement of theand concern at the way that the British Government has handled the retirement of the

present Governor.  The announcement was made by Number 10 Downing Street on New Year'spresent Governor.  The announcement was made by Number 10 Downing Street on New Year'spresent Governor.  The announcement was made by Number 10 Downing Street on New Year'spresent Governor.  The announcement was made by Number 10 Downing Street on New Year's

Eve without naming a successor.  It is difficult to imagine that a businessEve without naming a successor.  It is difficult to imagine that a businessEve without naming a successor.  It is difficult to imagine that a businessEve without naming a successor.  It is difficult to imagine that a business

corporation would handle the change of chief executive in such a cavalier andcorporation would handle the change of chief executive in such a cavalier andcorporation would handle the change of chief executive in such a cavalier andcorporation would handle the change of chief executive in such a cavalier and

thoughtless manner.  Thus it is amazing and insulting that the governorship of Hongthoughtless manner.  Thus it is amazing and insulting that the governorship of Hongthoughtless manner.  Thus it is amazing and insulting that the governorship of Hongthoughtless manner.  Thus it is amazing and insulting that the governorship of Hong

Kong should be handled in this way.  Consequently, it is not surprising that theKong should be handled in this way.  Consequently, it is not surprising that theKong should be handled in this way.  Consequently, it is not surprising that theKong should be handled in this way.  Consequently, it is not surprising that the

British Prime Minister's decision has caused confusion and dismay.British Prime Minister's decision has caused confusion and dismay.British Prime Minister's decision has caused confusion and dismay.British Prime Minister's decision has caused confusion and dismay.

I regard LI regard LI regard LI regard London's unfortunate handling of this important matter as the epitomyondon's unfortunate handling of this important matter as the epitomyondon's unfortunate handling of this important matter as the epitomyondon's unfortunate handling of this important matter as the epitomy

of the British Government's lack of concern and regard for the interests of the peopleof the British Government's lack of concern and regard for the interests of the peopleof the British Government's lack of concern and regard for the interests of the peopleof the British Government's lack of concern and regard for the interests of the people

of Hong Kong.  In cases of conflicts of interests -- and I regard this currentof Hong Kong.  In cases of conflicts of interests -- and I regard this currentof Hong Kong.  In cases of conflicts of interests -- and I regard this currentof Hong Kong.  In cases of conflicts of interests -- and I regard this current



controversy as one of them since I think Mr John MAJOR's decision was probably promptedcontroversy as one of them since I think Mr John MAJOR's decision was probably promptedcontroversy as one of them since I think Mr John MAJOR's decision was probably promptedcontroversy as one of them since I think Mr John MAJOR's decision was probably prompted

by domestic political reasons in the United Kingdom -- we can see that the Britishby domestic political reasons in the United Kingdom -- we can see that the Britishby domestic political reasons in the United Kingdom -- we can see that the Britishby domestic political reasons in the United Kingdom -- we can see that the British

Government has no hesitation in sacrificing the interests of the Hong Kong people.Government has no hesitation in sacrificing the interests of the Hong Kong people.Government has no hesitation in sacrificing the interests of the Hong Kong people.Government has no hesitation in sacrificing the interests of the Hong Kong people.

When I was in London When I was in London When I was in London When I was in London last week, Mr Deputy President, British Government officialslast week, Mr Deputy President, British Government officialslast week, Mr Deputy President, British Government officialslast week, Mr Deputy President, British Government officials

and Members of Parliament told me they were surprised by Hong Kong's negative reaction.and Members of Parliament told me they were surprised by Hong Kong's negative reaction.and Members of Parliament told me they were surprised by Hong Kong's negative reaction.and Members of Parliament told me they were surprised by Hong Kong's negative reaction.

This indicates they do not have their finger on Hong Kong's pulse, nor did they botherThis indicates they do not have their finger on Hong Kong's pulse, nor did they botherThis indicates they do not have their finger on Hong Kong's pulse, nor did they botherThis indicates they do not have their finger on Hong Kong's pulse, nor did they bother

to ascertain the local situation before they made such an important decision.to ascertain the local situation before they made such an important decision.to ascertain the local situation before they made such an important decision.to ascertain the local situation before they made such an important decision.

British Government officials and Members of Parliament also confirmed that the nextBritish Government officials and Members of Parliament also confirmed that the nextBritish Government officials and Members of Parliament also confirmed that the nextBritish Government officials and Members of Parliament also confirmed that the next

Governor will not be appointed until after the British General Election.  ThisGovernor will not be appointed until after the British General Election.  ThisGovernor will not be appointed until after the British General Election.  ThisGovernor will not be appointed until after the British General Election.  This

indicates that the political parties, and the major ones, meaning Labour and theindicates that the political parties, and the major ones, meaning Labour and theindicates that the political parties, and the major ones, meaning Labour and theindicates that the political parties, and the major ones, meaning Labour and the

Conservatives, I think have already got their own candidate in mind, and of courseConservatives, I think have already got their own candidate in mind, and of courseConservatives, I think have already got their own candidate in mind, and of courseConservatives, I think have already got their own candidate in mind, and of course

it is not the same person so that is why they cannot make the appointment now; andit is not the same person so that is why they cannot make the appointment now; andit is not the same person so that is why they cannot make the appointment now; andit is not the same person so that is why they cannot make the appointment now; and

they have agreed that whoever wins the election will make the appointment.they have agreed that whoever wins the election will make the appointment.they have agreed that whoever wins the election will make the appointment.they have agreed that whoever wins the election will make the appointment.

British Government officials and Members of Parliament told me, if we think theBritish Government officials and Members of Parliament told me, if we think theBritish Government officials and Members of Parliament told me, if we think theBritish Government officials and Members of Parliament told me, if we think the

present arrangement is unsatisfactory, we may be in for a nasty surprise because ifpresent arrangement is unsatisfactory, we may be in for a nasty surprise because ifpresent arrangement is unsatisfactory, we may be in for a nasty surprise because ifpresent arrangement is unsatisfactory, we may be in for a nasty surprise because if

the British General Election results in a hung parliament, and there is every chancethe British General Election results in a hung parliament, and there is every chancethe British General Election results in a hung parliament, and there is every chancethe British General Election results in a hung parliament, and there is every chance

of this coming about, the coalition government may want to go to the country againof this coming about, the coalition government may want to go to the country againof this coming about, the coalition government may want to go to the country againof this coming about, the coalition government may want to go to the country again

very soon in order to try to get a majority in Parliament.  Should that happen, Hongvery soon in order to try to get a majority in Parliament.  Should that happen, Hongvery soon in order to try to get a majority in Parliament.  Should that happen, Hongvery soon in order to try to get a majority in Parliament.  Should that happen, Hong

Kong will most likely remain in limbo for goodness knows how many more months untilKong will most likely remain in limbo for goodness knows how many more months untilKong will most likely remain in limbo for goodness knows how many more months untilKong will most likely remain in limbo for goodness knows how many more months until

the political scene sorts itself out.the political scene sorts itself out.the political scene sorts itself out.the political scene sorts itself out.

I also got the distinct impression in London that both major parties intend toI also got the distinct impression in London that both major parties intend toI also got the distinct impression in London that both major parties intend toI also got the distinct impression in London that both major parties intend to

use the post of the Hong Kong Governor to pension off a senior politician whom theyuse the post of the Hong Kong Governor to pension off a senior politician whom theyuse the post of the Hong Kong Governor to pension off a senior politician whom theyuse the post of the Hong Kong Governor to pension off a senior politician whom they

do not want to appoint to the Cabinet, or to an ex-politician who may have somedo not want to appoint to the Cabinet, or to an ex-politician who may have somedo not want to appoint to the Cabinet, or to an ex-politician who may have somedo not want to appoint to the Cabinet, or to an ex-politician who may have some

political advantage to offer a particular political party.  I have good reason topolitical advantage to offer a particular political party.  I have good reason topolitical advantage to offer a particular political party.  I have good reason topolitical advantage to offer a particular political party.  I have good reason to

believe that my fears are well founded and if that is the case, Hong Kong is in dangerbelieve that my fears are well founded and if that is the case, Hong Kong is in dangerbelieve that my fears are well founded and if that is the case, Hong Kong is in dangerbelieve that my fears are well founded and if that is the case, Hong Kong is in danger

of ending up with a Governor who knows little about the Colony and cares even less.of ending up with a Governor who knows little about the Colony and cares even less.of ending up with a Governor who knows little about the Colony and cares even less.of ending up with a Governor who knows little about the Colony and cares even less.

I want to use today's occasion to voice my anger and revulsion at Hong Kong beingI want to use today's occasion to voice my anger and revulsion at Hong Kong beingI want to use today's occasion to voice my anger and revulsion at Hong Kong beingI want to use today's occasion to voice my anger and revulsion at Hong Kong being

treated in such an irresponsible manner.treated in such an irresponsible manner.treated in such an irresponsible manner.treated in such an irresponsible manner.

When I was in London, Mr Deputy President, I was asked whom I would like to seeWhen I was in London, Mr Deputy President, I was asked whom I would like to seeWhen I was in London, Mr Deputy President, I was asked whom I would like to seeWhen I was in London, Mr Deputy President, I was asked whom I would like to see

as Governor.  I replied that I would like to see a local person, directly electedas Governor.  I replied that I would like to see a local person, directly electedas Governor.  I replied that I would like to see a local person, directly electedas Governor.  I replied that I would like to see a local person, directly elected

by the people of Hong Kong.  I support such an arrangement to select our Governorby the people of Hong Kong.  I support such an arrangement to select our Governorby the people of Hong Kong.  I support such an arrangement to select our Governorby the people of Hong Kong.  I support such an arrangement to select our Governor

now, and I hope that after 1997, the people of the Special Administrative Region ofnow, and I hope that after 1997, the people of the Special Administrative Region ofnow, and I hope that after 1997, the people of the Special Administrative Region ofnow, and I hope that after 1997, the people of the Special Administrative Region of

Hong Kong can elect their Chief Executive by a universal suffrage.Hong Kong can elect their Chief Executive by a universal suffrage.Hong Kong can elect their Chief Executive by a universal suffrage.Hong Kong can elect their Chief Executive by a universal suffrage.



A list of names has been reported in the British and local media and I was toldA list of names has been reported in the British and local media and I was toldA list of names has been reported in the British and local media and I was toldA list of names has been reported in the British and local media and I was told

the next Governor will most probably be chosen from this list.  Hong Kong is in suchthe next Governor will most probably be chosen from this list.  Hong Kong is in suchthe next Governor will most probably be chosen from this list.  Hong Kong is in suchthe next Governor will most probably be chosen from this list.  Hong Kong is in such

a sorry state, Mr Deputy President, that many of us know very little about the peoplea sorry state, Mr Deputy President, that many of us know very little about the peoplea sorry state, Mr Deputy President, that many of us know very little about the peoplea sorry state, Mr Deputy President, that many of us know very little about the people

on this list, let alone comment on who is suitable to be Governor.  The fact thaton this list, let alone comment on who is suitable to be Governor.  The fact thaton this list, let alone comment on who is suitable to be Governor.  The fact thaton this list, let alone comment on who is suitable to be Governor.  The fact that

the six million Hong Kong people are in this helpless state just five years beforethe six million Hong Kong people are in this helpless state just five years beforethe six million Hong Kong people are in this helpless state just five years beforethe six million Hong Kong people are in this helpless state just five years before

the Communists take over is a sad reflection of the British Government's abjectthe Communists take over is a sad reflection of the British Government's abjectthe Communists take over is a sad reflection of the British Government's abjectthe Communists take over is a sad reflection of the British Government's abject

failure to prepare the local people for a high degree of autonomy.  Successive Britishfailure to prepare the local people for a high degree of autonomy.  Successive Britishfailure to prepare the local people for a high degree of autonomy.  Successive Britishfailure to prepare the local people for a high degree of autonomy.  Successive British

Governments' failure to direct the Colonial Administration to groom local people toGovernments' failure to direct the Colonial Administration to groom local people toGovernments' failure to direct the Colonial Administration to groom local people toGovernments' failure to direct the Colonial Administration to groom local people to

take over the reins of power will no doubt be regarded as a major blemish in the historytake over the reins of power will no doubt be regarded as a major blemish in the historytake over the reins of power will no doubt be regarded as a major blemish in the historytake over the reins of power will no doubt be regarded as a major blemish in the history

of the British Empire.of the British Empire.of the British Empire.of the British Empire.

Mr Deputy President, the question of who will succeed Sir David WILSON is of courseMr Deputy President, the question of who will succeed Sir David WILSON is of courseMr Deputy President, the question of who will succeed Sir David WILSON is of courseMr Deputy President, the question of who will succeed Sir David WILSON is of course

important, but I agree with the United Democrats that a more fundamental questionimportant, but I agree with the United Democrats that a more fundamental questionimportant, but I agree with the United Democrats that a more fundamental questionimportant, but I agree with the United Democrats that a more fundamental question

is Britain's policies towards Hong Kong.  So long as Britain continues to pursue itsis Britain's policies towards Hong Kong.  So long as Britain continues to pursue itsis Britain's policies towards Hong Kong.  So long as Britain continues to pursue itsis Britain's policies towards Hong Kong.  So long as Britain continues to pursue its

policy of appeasement with China the interests of Hong Kong people will always bepolicy of appeasement with China the interests of Hong Kong people will always bepolicy of appeasement with China the interests of Hong Kong people will always bepolicy of appeasement with China the interests of Hong Kong people will always be

of marginal consequence and will continue to be sacrificed.of marginal consequence and will continue to be sacrificed.of marginal consequence and will continue to be sacrificed.of marginal consequence and will continue to be sacrificed.

Today, I hope we can send a strong message tToday, I hope we can send a strong message tToday, I hope we can send a strong message tToday, I hope we can send a strong message to London of our displeasure with itso London of our displeasure with itso London of our displeasure with itso London of our displeasure with its

policy towards Hong Kong, our anxiety about the uncertain future, and our hope, nopolicy towards Hong Kong, our anxiety about the uncertain future, and our hope, nopolicy towards Hong Kong, our anxiety about the uncertain future, and our hope, nopolicy towards Hong Kong, our anxiety about the uncertain future, and our hope, no

matter how futile, that we will have a Governor who will be directly accountable tomatter how futile, that we will have a Governor who will be directly accountable tomatter how futile, that we will have a Governor who will be directly accountable tomatter how futile, that we will have a Governor who will be directly accountable to

us and who will take our interests as his highest and only priority.us and who will take our interests as his highest and only priority.us and who will take our interests as his highest and only priority.us and who will take our interests as his highest and only priority.

With these remarks I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr YOUNG's motion.With these remarks I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr YOUNG's motion.With these remarks I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr YOUNG's motion.With these remarks I support Mr Martin LEE's amendment to Mr YOUNG's motion.

MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to use two analogiesMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to use two analogiesMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to use two analogiesMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to use two analogies

in my speech today.  I think our hands are tied with regard to the topic today, forin my speech today.  I think our hands are tied with regard to the topic today, forin my speech today.  I think our hands are tied with regard to the topic today, forin my speech today.  I think our hands are tied with regard to the topic today, for

the British Government would not attach any importance at all to whatever we say.the British Government would not attach any importance at all to whatever we say.the British Government would not attach any importance at all to whatever we say.the British Government would not attach any importance at all to whatever we say.

The first analogy is: Hong Kong works for Britain, a multi-national company, andThe first analogy is: Hong Kong works for Britain, a multi-national company, andThe first analogy is: Hong Kong works for Britain, a multi-national company, andThe first analogy is: Hong Kong works for Britain, a multi-national company, and

our general manager is to be replaced, that is to say, the head company in Britainour general manager is to be replaced, that is to say, the head company in Britainour general manager is to be replaced, that is to say, the head company in Britainour general manager is to be replaced, that is to say, the head company in Britain

has suddenly issued a memo saying that in view of the likelihood of a change in staff,has suddenly issued a memo saying that in view of the likelihood of a change in staff,has suddenly issued a memo saying that in view of the likelihood of a change in staff,has suddenly issued a memo saying that in view of the likelihood of a change in staff,

notice is given that the present general manager in Hong Kong will have to be replaced.notice is given that the present general manager in Hong Kong will have to be replaced.notice is given that the present general manager in Hong Kong will have to be replaced.notice is given that the present general manager in Hong Kong will have to be replaced.

However, during these few months, we do not know when he will leave, who will comeHowever, during these few months, we do not know when he will leave, who will comeHowever, during these few months, we do not know when he will leave, who will comeHowever, during these few months, we do not know when he will leave, who will come

to take his place, or whether speculations will come true and a local will be promotedto take his place, or whether speculations will come true and a local will be promotedto take his place, or whether speculations will come true and a local will be promotedto take his place, or whether speculations will come true and a local will be promoted

to his seat.  As a result, a lot of people make guesses and there is much specultaionto his seat.  As a result, a lot of people make guesses and there is much specultaionto his seat.  As a result, a lot of people make guesses and there is much specultaionto his seat.  As a result, a lot of people make guesses and there is much specultaion

around.  Some even worry that a number of people may get fired for this very reason.around.  Some even worry that a number of people may get fired for this very reason.around.  Some even worry that a number of people may get fired for this very reason.around.  Some even worry that a number of people may get fired for this very reason.



So I can see where the root of the problem lies.  I am in full support of my colleaguesSo I can see where the root of the problem lies.  I am in full support of my colleaguesSo I can see where the root of the problem lies.  I am in full support of my colleaguesSo I can see where the root of the problem lies.  I am in full support of my colleagues

in this Council that such an announcement by the British Government is irresponsiblein this Council that such an announcement by the British Government is irresponsiblein this Council that such an announcement by the British Government is irresponsiblein this Council that such an announcement by the British Government is irresponsible

and is unfair to the Governor, Sir David WILSON.  We would like to express our support,and is unfair to the Governor, Sir David WILSON.  We would like to express our support,and is unfair to the Governor, Sir David WILSON.  We would like to express our support,and is unfair to the Governor, Sir David WILSON.  We would like to express our support,

and we regret what the British Government has done.and we regret what the British Government has done.and we regret what the British Government has done.and we regret what the British Government has done.

The second analogy is about the amendments.  The purpose of Mr Howard YOUNG'sThe second analogy is about the amendments.  The purpose of Mr Howard YOUNG'sThe second analogy is about the amendments.  The purpose of Mr Howard YOUNG'sThe second analogy is about the amendments.  The purpose of Mr Howard YOUNG's

motion is to make it possible for the full Council to discuss this issue.  I, myself,motion is to make it possible for the full Council to discuss this issue.  I, myself,motion is to make it possible for the full Council to discuss this issue.  I, myself,motion is to make it possible for the full Council to discuss this issue.  I, myself,

also appreciate very much Mr Howard YOUNG's intention.  However, the motion itselfalso appreciate very much Mr Howard YOUNG's intention.  However, the motion itselfalso appreciate very much Mr Howard YOUNG's intention.  However, the motion itselfalso appreciate very much Mr Howard YOUNG's intention.  However, the motion itself

is a bit too light in content.  My analogy is that if I am just given a bowl of riceis a bit too light in content.  My analogy is that if I am just given a bowl of riceis a bit too light in content.  My analogy is that if I am just given a bowl of riceis a bit too light in content.  My analogy is that if I am just given a bowl of rice

and a plate of vegetables, I, of course, can take it, though I am of such a big build.and a plate of vegetables, I, of course, can take it, though I am of such a big build.and a plate of vegetables, I, of course, can take it, though I am of such a big build.and a plate of vegetables, I, of course, can take it, though I am of such a big build.

Now, Mr Martin LEE, hands me an additional plate of barbecue pork and chicken.  ItNow, Mr Martin LEE, hands me an additional plate of barbecue pork and chicken.  ItNow, Mr Martin LEE, hands me an additional plate of barbecue pork and chicken.  ItNow, Mr Martin LEE, hands me an additional plate of barbecue pork and chicken.  It

is better and it is more substantial.  That means I am now quite full.  However, Mris better and it is more substantial.  That means I am now quite full.  However, Mris better and it is more substantial.  That means I am now quite full.  However, Mris better and it is more substantial.  That means I am now quite full.  However, Mr

CHIM at this very last moment, produces another half a dozen of crystal buns.  I amCHIM at this very last moment, produces another half a dozen of crystal buns.  I amCHIM at this very last moment, produces another half a dozen of crystal buns.  I amCHIM at this very last moment, produces another half a dozen of crystal buns.  I am

unable to take any more.  Basically, this is because Mr Martin LEE's amendment hasunable to take any more.  Basically, this is because Mr Martin LEE's amendment hasunable to take any more.  Basically, this is because Mr Martin LEE's amendment hasunable to take any more.  Basically, this is because Mr Martin LEE's amendment has

already taken care of all the benefits of the Hong Kong people.  We see that it isalready taken care of all the benefits of the Hong Kong people.  We see that it isalready taken care of all the benefits of the Hong Kong people.  We see that it isalready taken care of all the benefits of the Hong Kong people.  We see that it is

for improving the standard of living of the Hong Kong people.  I think we cannot takefor improving the standard of living of the Hong Kong people.  I think we cannot takefor improving the standard of living of the Hong Kong people.  I think we cannot takefor improving the standard of living of the Hong Kong people.  I think we cannot take

it to mean only for the benefit of the lower class or anything else.  As a matterit to mean only for the benefit of the lower class or anything else.  As a matterit to mean only for the benefit of the lower class or anything else.  As a matterit to mean only for the benefit of the lower class or anything else.  As a matter

of fact, the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and the livelihood of the peopleof fact, the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and the livelihood of the peopleof fact, the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and the livelihood of the peopleof fact, the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and the livelihood of the people

are closely linked together.  If our standard of living, which basically means theare closely linked together.  If our standard of living, which basically means theare closely linked together.  If our standard of living, which basically means theare closely linked together.  If our standard of living, which basically means the

standard of living of all the people of Hong Kong, is improved, no mention need bestandard of living of all the people of Hong Kong, is improved, no mention need bestandard of living of all the people of Hong Kong, is improved, no mention need bestandard of living of all the people of Hong Kong, is improved, no mention need be

made of the question of stability and prosperity and that of transition.  What ismade of the question of stability and prosperity and that of transition.  What ismade of the question of stability and prosperity and that of transition.  What ismade of the question of stability and prosperity and that of transition.  What is

most unfortunate and most unsatisfactory is that the Basic Law has been used to imposemost unfortunate and most unsatisfactory is that the Basic Law has been used to imposemost unfortunate and most unsatisfactory is that the Basic Law has been used to imposemost unfortunate and most unsatisfactory is that the Basic Law has been used to impose

a restrictive framework.  What we members of democratic parties find mosta restrictive framework.  What we members of democratic parties find mosta restrictive framework.  What we members of democratic parties find mosta restrictive framework.  What we members of democratic parties find most

unsatisfactory in the Basic Law is the chapter on political structure because itunsatisfactory in the Basic Law is the chapter on political structure because itunsatisfactory in the Basic Law is the chapter on political structure because itunsatisfactory in the Basic Law is the chapter on political structure because it

restricts the development of democracy in Hong Kong.  For this reason, I do not agreerestricts the development of democracy in Hong Kong.  For this reason, I do not agreerestricts the development of democracy in Hong Kong.  For this reason, I do not agreerestricts the development of democracy in Hong Kong.  For this reason, I do not agree

to the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM although I quite agree with the words he usedto the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM although I quite agree with the words he usedto the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM although I quite agree with the words he usedto the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM although I quite agree with the words he used

later on.   By including the Basic Law in his amendment, he has put a "bird-cage"later on.   By including the Basic Law in his amendment, he has put a "bird-cage"later on.   By including the Basic Law in his amendment, he has put a "bird-cage"later on.   By including the Basic Law in his amendment, he has put a "bird-cage"

over Hong Kong's political system and restricts its development.  As a member of theover Hong Kong's political system and restricts its development.  As a member of theover Hong Kong's political system and restricts its development.  As a member of theover Hong Kong's political system and restricts its development.  As a member of the

Hong Kong public who has all along been fighting for democracy, I do not agree toHong Kong public who has all along been fighting for democracy, I do not agree toHong Kong public who has all along been fighting for democracy, I do not agree toHong Kong public who has all along been fighting for democracy, I do not agree to

this amendment.  Therefore I fully support Mr LEE's amendment to the motion.  Ithis amendment.  Therefore I fully support Mr LEE's amendment to the motion.  Ithis amendment.  Therefore I fully support Mr LEE's amendment to the motion.  Ithis amendment.  Therefore I fully support Mr LEE's amendment to the motion.  I

object to Mr CHIM's further amendment to the motion.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.object to Mr CHIM's further amendment to the motion.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.object to Mr CHIM's further amendment to the motion.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.object to Mr CHIM's further amendment to the motion.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in October last year in my motion of thanksPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in October last year in my motion of thanksPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in October last year in my motion of thanksPROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, in October last year in my motion of thanks

speech I brought up the question of the appointment of the next Governor.  In thatspeech I brought up the question of the appointment of the next Governor.  In thatspeech I brought up the question of the appointment of the next Governor.  In thatspeech I brought up the question of the appointment of the next Governor.  In that

context I mentioned Hong Kong should be consulted.  Since then I have become acutelycontext I mentioned Hong Kong should be consulted.  Since then I have become acutelycontext I mentioned Hong Kong should be consulted.  Since then I have become acutelycontext I mentioned Hong Kong should be consulted.  Since then I have become acutely

aware of the difficulties of consulting the divergent views expressed on what sortaware of the difficulties of consulting the divergent views expressed on what sortaware of the difficulties of consulting the divergent views expressed on what sortaware of the difficulties of consulting the divergent views expressed on what sort

of Governor Hong Kong should have.  Even if it were possible to consult the peopleof Governor Hong Kong should have.  Even if it were possible to consult the peopleof Governor Hong Kong should have.  Even if it were possible to consult the peopleof Governor Hong Kong should have.  Even if it were possible to consult the people



of Hong Kong, the lack of consensus as to who or what characteristics the Governorof Hong Kong, the lack of consensus as to who or what characteristics the Governorof Hong Kong, the lack of consensus as to who or what characteristics the Governorof Hong Kong, the lack of consensus as to who or what characteristics the Governor

should possess will force Her Majesty's Government to exercise her judgement.should possess will force Her Majesty's Government to exercise her judgement.should possess will force Her Majesty's Government to exercise her judgement.should possess will force Her Majesty's Government to exercise her judgement.

Since it is neither practical nor possible to be consulted, I support Mr HowardSince it is neither practical nor possible to be consulted, I support Mr HowardSince it is neither practical nor possible to be consulted, I support Mr HowardSince it is neither practical nor possible to be consulted, I support Mr Howard

YOUNG's motion for the Government of Hong Kong to convey the views of the generalYOUNG's motion for the Government of Hong Kong to convey the views of the generalYOUNG's motion for the Government of Hong Kong to convey the views of the generalYOUNG's motion for the Government of Hong Kong to convey the views of the general

public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration.public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration.public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration.public to Her Majesty's Government for consideration.

It is not entirely accurate to claim tIt is not entirely accurate to claim tIt is not entirely accurate to claim tIt is not entirely accurate to claim that in appointing the Governor Her Majesty'shat in appointing the Governor Her Majesty'shat in appointing the Governor Her Majesty'shat in appointing the Governor Her Majesty's

Government has never considered the needs of Hong Kong.  Towards the end of Sir DavidGovernment has never considered the needs of Hong Kong.  Towards the end of Sir DavidGovernment has never considered the needs of Hong Kong.  Towards the end of Sir DavidGovernment has never considered the needs of Hong Kong.  Towards the end of Sir David

TRENCH's first term in office there was overwhelming support from all segments ofTRENCH's first term in office there was overwhelming support from all segments ofTRENCH's first term in office there was overwhelming support from all segments ofTRENCH's first term in office there was overwhelming support from all segments of

Hong Kong's society for him to serve a further term.  This request was acceded toHong Kong's society for him to serve a further term.  This request was acceded toHong Kong's society for him to serve a further term.  This request was acceded toHong Kong's society for him to serve a further term.  This request was acceded to

by Her Majesty's Government.  Judging from public opinion and the track records ofby Her Majesty's Government.  Judging from public opinion and the track records ofby Her Majesty's Government.  Judging from public opinion and the track records ofby Her Majesty's Government.  Judging from public opinion and the track records of

Hong Kong's recent Governors, including the incumbent, they have all withoutHong Kong's recent Governors, including the incumbent, they have all withoutHong Kong's recent Governors, including the incumbent, they have all withoutHong Kong's recent Governors, including the incumbent, they have all without

exception been well loved and respected.  This is further indication that Herexception been well loved and respected.  This is further indication that Herexception been well loved and respected.  This is further indication that Herexception been well loved and respected.  This is further indication that Her

Majesty's Government, in appointing the Governor, does what she can within certainMajesty's Government, in appointing the Governor, does what she can within certainMajesty's Government, in appointing the Governor, does what she can within certainMajesty's Government, in appointing the Governor, does what she can within certain

constraints to do what is best for Hong Kong.  Instead of painting a profile of theconstraints to do what is best for Hong Kong.  Instead of painting a profile of theconstraints to do what is best for Hong Kong.  Instead of painting a profile of theconstraints to do what is best for Hong Kong.  Instead of painting a profile of the

future Governor, I would like to concentrate on the needs of Hong Kong.  Surely, Hongfuture Governor, I would like to concentrate on the needs of Hong Kong.  Surely, Hongfuture Governor, I would like to concentrate on the needs of Hong Kong.  Surely, Hongfuture Governor, I would like to concentrate on the needs of Hong Kong.  Surely, Hong

Kong needs democracy but more importantly we need to demonstrate that democracy works:Kong needs democracy but more importantly we need to demonstrate that democracy works:Kong needs democracy but more importantly we need to demonstrate that democracy works:Kong needs democracy but more importantly we need to demonstrate that democracy works:

that it does not lead to a society fractured by special interest groups, that we dothat it does not lead to a society fractured by special interest groups, that we dothat it does not lead to a society fractured by special interest groups, that we dothat it does not lead to a society fractured by special interest groups, that we do

not dissipate our energy in selfish and fruitless political bickering, that we donot dissipate our energy in selfish and fruitless political bickering, that we donot dissipate our energy in selfish and fruitless political bickering, that we donot dissipate our energy in selfish and fruitless political bickering, that we do

not squander our resources in buying votes with public funds, that we can balancenot squander our resources in buying votes with public funds, that we can balancenot squander our resources in buying votes with public funds, that we can balancenot squander our resources in buying votes with public funds, that we can balance

right and responsibility, and that we do not get carried away by populist ideologies.right and responsibility, and that we do not get carried away by populist ideologies.right and responsibility, and that we do not get carried away by populist ideologies.right and responsibility, and that we do not get carried away by populist ideologies.

Hong Kong's only trump card is its economy.  Without economic power we Hong Kong's only trump card is its economy.  Without economic power we Hong Kong's only trump card is its economy.  Without economic power we Hong Kong's only trump card is its economy.  Without economic power we have nohave nohave nohave no

leverage, and the various buffers that we are now erecting to ensure a high degreeleverage, and the various buffers that we are now erecting to ensure a high degreeleverage, and the various buffers that we are now erecting to ensure a high degreeleverage, and the various buffers that we are now erecting to ensure a high degree

of autonomy will be but gossamer threads in a typhoon.  The requirements of anof autonomy will be but gossamer threads in a typhoon.  The requirements of anof autonomy will be but gossamer threads in a typhoon.  The requirements of anof autonomy will be but gossamer threads in a typhoon.  The requirements of an

unforgiving global economy is such that it does not give us any breathing space.  Weunforgiving global economy is such that it does not give us any breathing space.  Weunforgiving global economy is such that it does not give us any breathing space.  Weunforgiving global economy is such that it does not give us any breathing space.  We

cannot stop to divide the pie; we have to keep on working to make the pie bigger.cannot stop to divide the pie; we have to keep on working to make the pie bigger.cannot stop to divide the pie; we have to keep on working to make the pie bigger.cannot stop to divide the pie; we have to keep on working to make the pie bigger.

We need to eradicate the cancer from within our society.  Organized crime hasWe need to eradicate the cancer from within our society.  Organized crime hasWe need to eradicate the cancer from within our society.  Organized crime hasWe need to eradicate the cancer from within our society.  Organized crime has

now extended its tentacles to a wide segment of the population and as always the poornow extended its tentacles to a wide segment of the population and as always the poornow extended its tentacles to a wide segment of the population and as always the poornow extended its tentacles to a wide segment of the population and as always the poor

bear most of the burden.  Organized crime, by using proceeds from smuggling,bear most of the burden.  Organized crime, by using proceeds from smuggling,bear most of the burden.  Organized crime, by using proceeds from smuggling,bear most of the burden.  Organized crime, by using proceeds from smuggling,

extortion and drug trafficking, has the power to control society by corrupting ourextortion and drug trafficking, has the power to control society by corrupting ourextortion and drug trafficking, has the power to control society by corrupting ourextortion and drug trafficking, has the power to control society by corrupting our

young, our officials and our politicians.young, our officials and our politicians.young, our officials and our politicians.young, our officials and our politicians.

We need to work with China by putting our differences aside aWe need to work with China by putting our differences aside aWe need to work with China by putting our differences aside aWe need to work with China by putting our differences aside and focus on issuesnd focus on issuesnd focus on issuesnd focus on issues

of common interest like economic development, law and order.  By working togetherof common interest like economic development, law and order.  By working togetherof common interest like economic development, law and order.  By working togetherof common interest like economic development, law and order.  By working together

we shall come to trust and understand each other.we shall come to trust and understand each other.we shall come to trust and understand each other.we shall come to trust and understand each other.



We have to solve the "problem of meshing an administrative state with a democraticWe have to solve the "problem of meshing an administrative state with a democraticWe have to solve the "problem of meshing an administrative state with a democraticWe have to solve the "problem of meshing an administrative state with a democratic

society."  This, for the present, is our only system of Government. By attemptingsociety."  This, for the present, is our only system of Government. By attemptingsociety."  This, for the present, is our only system of Government. By attemptingsociety."  This, for the present, is our only system of Government. By attempting

to discredit it or to politicize the Civil Service we shall sow the seeds of our ownto discredit it or to politicize the Civil Service we shall sow the seeds of our ownto discredit it or to politicize the Civil Service we shall sow the seeds of our ownto discredit it or to politicize the Civil Service we shall sow the seeds of our own

destruction.destruction.destruction.destruction.

We need a vision that looks beyond 1997 in order to give hope to those who cannotWe need a vision that looks beyond 1997 in order to give hope to those who cannotWe need a vision that looks beyond 1997 in order to give hope to those who cannotWe need a vision that looks beyond 1997 in order to give hope to those who cannot

leave Hong Kong, to anchor those who have the capacity to leave and to serve as aleave Hong Kong, to anchor those who have the capacity to leave and to serve as aleave Hong Kong, to anchor those who have the capacity to leave and to serve as aleave Hong Kong, to anchor those who have the capacity to leave and to serve as a

beacon for those who want to return.beacon for those who want to return.beacon for those who want to return.beacon for those who want to return.

Her Majesty's Government has the power to translate these needs into a GovernorHer Majesty's Government has the power to translate these needs into a GovernorHer Majesty's Government has the power to translate these needs into a GovernorHer Majesty's Government has the power to translate these needs into a Governor

who will be able to help Hong Kong through these difficult times.  In exercising thatwho will be able to help Hong Kong through these difficult times.  In exercising thatwho will be able to help Hong Kong through these difficult times.  In exercising thatwho will be able to help Hong Kong through these difficult times.  In exercising that

power Her Majesty's Government must not be sidetracked by political expediency andpower Her Majesty's Government must not be sidetracked by political expediency andpower Her Majesty's Government must not be sidetracked by political expediency andpower Her Majesty's Government must not be sidetracked by political expediency and

horse-trading whether it is here or in London.horse-trading whether it is here or in London.horse-trading whether it is here or in London.horse-trading whether it is here or in London.

We in Hong Kong must not set impossible goals for the next Governor and thenWe in Hong Kong must not set impossible goals for the next Governor and thenWe in Hong Kong must not set impossible goals for the next Governor and thenWe in Hong Kong must not set impossible goals for the next Governor and then

discredit him for failure to achieve these goals.discredit him for failure to achieve these goals.discredit him for failure to achieve these goals.discredit him for failure to achieve these goals.

Mr Deputy President, with these words I support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these words I support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these words I support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these words I support Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.

DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I make my speech, I wouldDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I make my speech, I wouldDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I make my speech, I wouldDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I make my speech, I would

like to express my regret at the embarrassment caused by the British Government onlike to express my regret at the embarrassment caused by the British Government onlike to express my regret at the embarrassment caused by the British Government onlike to express my regret at the embarrassment caused by the British Government on

the issue of the new Governor.the issue of the new Governor.the issue of the new Governor.the issue of the new Governor.

The United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) has a clear stand in its expectationThe United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) has a clear stand in its expectationThe United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) has a clear stand in its expectationThe United Democrats of Hong Kong (UDHK) has a clear stand in its expectation

of the prospective Governor.  In terms of requirements, it is hoped that apart fromof the prospective Governor.  In terms of requirements, it is hoped that apart fromof the prospective Governor.  In terms of requirements, it is hoped that apart fromof the prospective Governor.  In terms of requirements, it is hoped that apart from

upholding the Sino-British Joint Declaration and building a democratic politicalupholding the Sino-British Joint Declaration and building a democratic politicalupholding the Sino-British Joint Declaration and building a democratic politicalupholding the Sino-British Joint Declaration and building a democratic political

system, he will strive for (a) improving the livelihood of the people (b) puttingsystem, he will strive for (a) improving the livelihood of the people (b) puttingsystem, he will strive for (a) improving the livelihood of the people (b) puttingsystem, he will strive for (a) improving the livelihood of the people (b) putting

the interest of the Hong Kong people in the first place.  I would like to convey thethe interest of the Hong Kong people in the first place.  I would like to convey thethe interest of the Hong Kong people in the first place.  I would like to convey thethe interest of the Hong Kong people in the first place.  I would like to convey the

wishes of the UDHK on these two points.wishes of the UDHK on these two points.wishes of the UDHK on these two points.wishes of the UDHK on these two points.

First, regarding First, regarding First, regarding First, regarding the improvement of people's livelihood, Mr Deputy President,the improvement of people's livelihood, Mr Deputy President,the improvement of people's livelihood, Mr Deputy President,the improvement of people's livelihood, Mr Deputy President,

our theoretical analysis and actual contact with the community have shown that theour theoretical analysis and actual contact with the community have shown that theour theoretical analysis and actual contact with the community have shown that theour theoretical analysis and actual contact with the community have shown that the

ordinary citizens are now having a difficult time. Given the current high rate ofordinary citizens are now having a difficult time. Given the current high rate ofordinary citizens are now having a difficult time. Given the current high rate ofordinary citizens are now having a difficult time. Given the current high rate of

inflation, the slowdown of our economy (it is generally predicted that the growthinflation, the slowdown of our economy (it is generally predicted that the growthinflation, the slowdown of our economy (it is generally predicted that the growthinflation, the slowdown of our economy (it is generally predicted that the growth

rate will be 4%), massive importation of foreign labour, soaring commodity pricesrate will be 4%), massive importation of foreign labour, soaring commodity pricesrate will be 4%), massive importation of foreign labour, soaring commodity pricesrate will be 4%), massive importation of foreign labour, soaring commodity prices

and the real income of some sectors of our community falling instead of rising, theand the real income of some sectors of our community falling instead of rising, theand the real income of some sectors of our community falling instead of rising, theand the real income of some sectors of our community falling instead of rising, the



ordinary citizens are hard-pressed in their living.  Owing to the high propertyordinary citizens are hard-pressed in their living.  Owing to the high propertyordinary citizens are hard-pressed in their living.  Owing to the high propertyordinary citizens are hard-pressed in their living.  Owing to the high property

prices, the middle and lower class people have to exercise austerity in order to saveprices, the middle and lower class people have to exercise austerity in order to saveprices, the middle and lower class people have to exercise austerity in order to saveprices, the middle and lower class people have to exercise austerity in order to save

up for their mortgage repayments.  About the well-publicized rose garden projectup for their mortgage repayments.  About the well-publicized rose garden projectup for their mortgage repayments.  About the well-publicized rose garden projectup for their mortgage repayments.  About the well-publicized rose garden project

which is said to be beneficial to the whole society, the man in the street can onlywhich is said to be beneficial to the whole society, the man in the street can onlywhich is said to be beneficial to the whole society, the man in the street can onlywhich is said to be beneficial to the whole society, the man in the street can only

respond with a forced smile.  The ordinary people are not sure whether the rose gardenrespond with a forced smile.  The ordinary people are not sure whether the rose gardenrespond with a forced smile.  The ordinary people are not sure whether the rose gardenrespond with a forced smile.  The ordinary people are not sure whether the rose garden

project is beneficial to them, but it is certain  that compared with the people inproject is beneficial to them, but it is certain  that compared with the people inproject is beneficial to them, but it is certain  that compared with the people inproject is beneficial to them, but it is certain  that compared with the people in

the commerce and industrial sector they have to sacrifice more for the project. Herethe commerce and industrial sector they have to sacrifice more for the project. Herethe commerce and industrial sector they have to sacrifice more for the project. Herethe commerce and industrial sector they have to sacrifice more for the project. Here

it shows the unfairness of our society.it shows the unfairness of our society.it shows the unfairness of our society.it shows the unfairness of our society.

Other than the pressure of inflation, the changes in government policy have alsoOther than the pressure of inflation, the changes in government policy have alsoOther than the pressure of inflation, the changes in government policy have alsoOther than the pressure of inflation, the changes in government policy have also

put additional burden to the life of the ordinary people.  For the purpose ofput additional burden to the life of the ordinary people.  For the purpose ofput additional burden to the life of the ordinary people.  For the purpose ofput additional burden to the life of the ordinary people.  For the purpose of

financing the rose garden project, the funding of many social services has been cutfinancing the rose garden project, the funding of many social services has been cutfinancing the rose garden project, the funding of many social services has been cutfinancing the rose garden project, the funding of many social services has been cut

back.  It is more worrying that the Government is gradually privatizing the socialback.  It is more worrying that the Government is gradually privatizing the socialback.  It is more worrying that the Government is gradually privatizing the socialback.  It is more worrying that the Government is gradually privatizing the social

services.  As a result of this change in policy, tenants in public housing have toservices.  As a result of this change in policy, tenants in public housing have toservices.  As a result of this change in policy, tenants in public housing have toservices.  As a result of this change in policy, tenants in public housing have to

pay double rent and they also cannot afford the purchase price of home ownership flatspay double rent and they also cannot afford the purchase price of home ownership flatspay double rent and they also cannot afford the purchase price of home ownership flatspay double rent and they also cannot afford the purchase price of home ownership flats

which is pegged to the market price.  Besides, charges in medial services are goingwhich is pegged to the market price.  Besides, charges in medial services are goingwhich is pegged to the market price.  Besides, charges in medial services are goingwhich is pegged to the market price.  Besides, charges in medial services are going

to be raised in order to adhere to the principle of users pay.  With the competitionto be raised in order to adhere to the principle of users pay.  With the competitionto be raised in order to adhere to the principle of users pay.  With the competitionto be raised in order to adhere to the principle of users pay.  With the competition

of a large number of imported workers, underemployed workers have to worry about theirof a large number of imported workers, underemployed workers have to worry about theirof a large number of imported workers, underemployed workers have to worry about theirof a large number of imported workers, underemployed workers have to worry about their

job opportunities.  Mr Deputy President, the general public are only concerned aboutjob opportunities.  Mr Deputy President, the general public are only concerned aboutjob opportunities.  Mr Deputy President, the general public are only concerned aboutjob opportunities.  Mr Deputy President, the general public are only concerned about

their livelihood.  In the face of high inflation, economic slowdown and privatizationtheir livelihood.  In the face of high inflation, economic slowdown and privatizationtheir livelihood.  In the face of high inflation, economic slowdown and privatizationtheir livelihood.  In the face of high inflation, economic slowdown and privatization

of social services, who can unravel the predicament of the ordinary people?  Whileof social services, who can unravel the predicament of the ordinary people?  Whileof social services, who can unravel the predicament of the ordinary people?  Whileof social services, who can unravel the predicament of the ordinary people?  While

extolling the stability and prosperity of our society, has the Government everextolling the stability and prosperity of our society, has the Government everextolling the stability and prosperity of our society, has the Government everextolling the stability and prosperity of our society, has the Government ever

considered that before we can have prosperity we need to have a stable society, andconsidered that before we can have prosperity we need to have a stable society, andconsidered that before we can have prosperity we need to have a stable society, andconsidered that before we can have prosperity we need to have a stable society, and

the key to social stability is to solve the problems of the people in their livelihood.the key to social stability is to solve the problems of the people in their livelihood.the key to social stability is to solve the problems of the people in their livelihood.the key to social stability is to solve the problems of the people in their livelihood.

The UDHK emphatically requests that one of the requirements for the new Governor isThe UDHK emphatically requests that one of the requirements for the new Governor isThe UDHK emphatically requests that one of the requirements for the new Governor isThe UDHK emphatically requests that one of the requirements for the new Governor is

that he should be able to improve the livelihood of the people and maintain thethat he should be able to improve the livelihood of the people and maintain thethat he should be able to improve the livelihood of the people and maintain thethat he should be able to improve the livelihood of the people and maintain the

stability of our society.stability of our society.stability of our society.stability of our society.

Ever sinEver sinEver sinEver since the beginning of the Sino-British negotiations over the future of Hongce the beginning of the Sino-British negotiations over the future of Hongce the beginning of the Sino-British negotiations over the future of Hongce the beginning of the Sino-British negotiations over the future of Hong

Kong, many of the policy decisions of the Hong Kong Government have been made withKong, many of the policy decisions of the Hong Kong Government have been made withKong, many of the policy decisions of the Hong Kong Government have been made withKong, many of the policy decisions of the Hong Kong Government have been made with

the British interest in mind.  The fact that the British Foreign Office has enteredthe British interest in mind.  The fact that the British Foreign Office has enteredthe British interest in mind.  The fact that the British Foreign Office has enteredthe British interest in mind.  The fact that the British Foreign Office has entered

into direct negotiations with China and made concessions on quite a number of issuesinto direct negotiations with China and made concessions on quite a number of issuesinto direct negotiations with China and made concessions on quite a number of issuesinto direct negotiations with China and made concessions on quite a number of issues

clearly reflects that British interest overrides the interest of the Hong Kong people.clearly reflects that British interest overrides the interest of the Hong Kong people.clearly reflects that British interest overrides the interest of the Hong Kong people.clearly reflects that British interest overrides the interest of the Hong Kong people.

Let us just take a look at the issue of the Vietnamese Boat People.  In comparisonLet us just take a look at the issue of the Vietnamese Boat People.  In comparisonLet us just take a look at the issue of the Vietnamese Boat People.  In comparisonLet us just take a look at the issue of the Vietnamese Boat People.  In comparison

with the Hong Kong people who need to take care of the expenditure involved and bearwith the Hong Kong people who need to take care of the expenditure involved and bearwith the Hong Kong people who need to take care of the expenditure involved and bearwith the Hong Kong people who need to take care of the expenditure involved and bear

the pressure of world opinion, the British Government is in a much easier position.the pressure of world opinion, the British Government is in a much easier position.the pressure of world opinion, the British Government is in a much easier position.the pressure of world opinion, the British Government is in a much easier position.

Though the British Government is the decision maker of many of Hong Kong's policiesThough the British Government is the decision maker of many of Hong Kong's policiesThough the British Government is the decision maker of many of Hong Kong's policiesThough the British Government is the decision maker of many of Hong Kong's policies

on this issue, the Hong Kong people are solely responsible for their implementationon this issue, the Hong Kong people are solely responsible for their implementationon this issue, the Hong Kong people are solely responsible for their implementationon this issue, the Hong Kong people are solely responsible for their implementation



and are the only party which needs to sustain their political implications.  Moreover,and are the only party which needs to sustain their political implications.  Moreover,and are the only party which needs to sustain their political implications.  Moreover,and are the only party which needs to sustain their political implications.  Moreover,

the decisions on the new airport, the Court of Final Appeal, and the pace ofthe decisions on the new airport, the Court of Final Appeal, and the pace ofthe decisions on the new airport, the Court of Final Appeal, and the pace ofthe decisions on the new airport, the Court of Final Appeal, and the pace of

development of representative government clearly show that Sino-British relationsdevelopment of representative government clearly show that Sino-British relationsdevelopment of representative government clearly show that Sino-British relationsdevelopment of representative government clearly show that Sino-British relations

have improved.  However, these have also led to the share of administrative powerhave improved.  However, these have also led to the share of administrative powerhave improved.  However, these have also led to the share of administrative powerhave improved.  However, these have also led to the share of administrative power

between the British and Chinese Governments over Hong Kong before 1997.  Mr Deputybetween the British and Chinese Governments over Hong Kong before 1997.  Mr Deputybetween the British and Chinese Governments over Hong Kong before 1997.  Mr Deputybetween the British and Chinese Governments over Hong Kong before 1997.  Mr Deputy

President, it may well be asked that who can or who cares to look after the interestPresident, it may well be asked that who can or who cares to look after the interestPresident, it may well be asked that who can or who cares to look after the interestPresident, it may well be asked that who can or who cares to look after the interest

of the Hong Kong people.  As many of the negotiations are carried out at the diplomaticof the Hong Kong people.  As many of the negotiations are carried out at the diplomaticof the Hong Kong people.  As many of the negotiations are carried out at the diplomaticof the Hong Kong people.  As many of the negotiations are carried out at the diplomatic

level by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group, we are shut out from these negotiationslevel by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group, we are shut out from these negotiationslevel by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group, we are shut out from these negotiationslevel by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group, we are shut out from these negotiations

even though we are the representatives of the people. We are very much unhappy abouteven though we are the representatives of the people. We are very much unhappy abouteven though we are the representatives of the people. We are very much unhappy abouteven though we are the representatives of the people. We are very much unhappy about

this situation.this situation.this situation.this situation.

Mr Deputy President, the UDHK believes that while the Hong Kong Government isMr Deputy President, the UDHK believes that while the Hong Kong Government isMr Deputy President, the UDHK believes that while the Hong Kong Government isMr Deputy President, the UDHK believes that while the Hong Kong Government is

obliged to make the British Government aware of the public views on the newobliged to make the British Government aware of the public views on the newobliged to make the British Government aware of the public views on the newobliged to make the British Government aware of the public views on the new

governorship in Hong Kong, the Legislative Council should also make known its viewsgovernorship in Hong Kong, the Legislative Council should also make known its viewsgovernorship in Hong Kong, the Legislative Council should also make known its viewsgovernorship in Hong Kong, the Legislative Council should also make known its views

and position in order to clear any possible suspicion that Members of this Counciland position in order to clear any possible suspicion that Members of this Counciland position in order to clear any possible suspicion that Members of this Counciland position in order to clear any possible suspicion that Members of this Council

are trying to avoid taking sides on this subject. We must stand together with theare trying to avoid taking sides on this subject. We must stand together with theare trying to avoid taking sides on this subject. We must stand together with theare trying to avoid taking sides on this subject. We must stand together with the

general public and express the wishes of the Hong Kong people to the British Governmentgeneral public and express the wishes of the Hong Kong people to the British Governmentgeneral public and express the wishes of the Hong Kong people to the British Governmentgeneral public and express the wishes of the Hong Kong people to the British Government

in no uncertain terms. For this reason, we oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motionin no uncertain terms. For this reason, we oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motionin no uncertain terms. For this reason, we oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motionin no uncertain terms. For this reason, we oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion

which is vague in meaning and avoids to state the general stand of the Legislativewhich is vague in meaning and avoids to state the general stand of the Legislativewhich is vague in meaning and avoids to state the general stand of the Legislativewhich is vague in meaning and avoids to state the general stand of the Legislative

Council Members.  As regards the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's views which emphasizeCouncil Members.  As regards the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's views which emphasizeCouncil Members.  As regards the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's views which emphasizeCouncil Members.  As regards the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's views which emphasize

the importance of smooth transition, I believe that the four requirements suggestedthe importance of smooth transition, I believe that the four requirements suggestedthe importance of smooth transition, I believe that the four requirements suggestedthe importance of smooth transition, I believe that the four requirements suggested

by the UDHK, if fully satisfied, will be able to ensure excellent ground work forby the UDHK, if fully satisfied, will be able to ensure excellent ground work forby the UDHK, if fully satisfied, will be able to ensure excellent ground work forby the UDHK, if fully satisfied, will be able to ensure excellent ground work for

the smooth transfer of sovereignty.  We also feel that it is necessary to amend thethe smooth transfer of sovereignty.  We also feel that it is necessary to amend thethe smooth transfer of sovereignty.  We also feel that it is necessary to amend thethe smooth transfer of sovereignty.  We also feel that it is necessary to amend the

existing Basic Law because it fails to adhere to the principle of democracy.  Inexisting Basic Law because it fails to adhere to the principle of democracy.  Inexisting Basic Law because it fails to adhere to the principle of democracy.  Inexisting Basic Law because it fails to adhere to the principle of democracy.  In

saying that, we do not mean to give neither endorsement nor support to the whole setsaying that, we do not mean to give neither endorsement nor support to the whole setsaying that, we do not mean to give neither endorsement nor support to the whole setsaying that, we do not mean to give neither endorsement nor support to the whole set

of Basic Law.  Nevertheless, the UDHK finds it impossible to accept its provisionsof Basic Law.  Nevertheless, the UDHK finds it impossible to accept its provisionsof Basic Law.  Nevertheless, the UDHK finds it impossible to accept its provisionsof Basic Law.  Nevertheless, the UDHK finds it impossible to accept its provisions

concerning political structure.  We hope that as Hong Kong moves into its future,concerning political structure.  We hope that as Hong Kong moves into its future,concerning political structure.  We hope that as Hong Kong moves into its future,concerning political structure.  We hope that as Hong Kong moves into its future,

a time will come when we can amend the Basic Law in accord with the wishes of thea time will come when we can amend the Basic Law in accord with the wishes of thea time will come when we can amend the Basic Law in accord with the wishes of thea time will come when we can amend the Basic Law in accord with the wishes of the

Hong Kong people to provide for the promotion of a more democratic Hong Kong.  Hence,Hong Kong people to provide for the promotion of a more democratic Hong Kong.  Hence,Hong Kong people to provide for the promotion of a more democratic Hong Kong.  Hence,Hong Kong people to provide for the promotion of a more democratic Hong Kong.  Hence,

we do not accept the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion either.we do not accept the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion either.we do not accept the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion either.we do not accept the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion either.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the Honourable Martin LEE'sMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the Honourable Martin LEE'sMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the Honourable Martin LEE'sMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the Honourable Martin LEE's

motion.motion.motion.motion.

MR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, like many otherMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, like many otherMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, like many otherMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, like many other

Members in this Council, I take strong exception to Her Majesty's GovernmentMembers in this Council, I take strong exception to Her Majesty's GovernmentMembers in this Council, I take strong exception to Her Majesty's GovernmentMembers in this Council, I take strong exception to Her Majesty's Government

announcing the Governor Sir David WILSON's retirement without naming a successor andannouncing the Governor Sir David WILSON's retirement without naming a successor andannouncing the Governor Sir David WILSON's retirement without naming a successor andannouncing the Governor Sir David WILSON's retirement without naming a successor and



regret the embarrassment thus caused to Sir David.  Although I feel that theregret the embarrassment thus caused to Sir David.  Although I feel that theregret the embarrassment thus caused to Sir David.  Although I feel that theregret the embarrassment thus caused to Sir David.  Although I feel that the

appointment of the Governor of Hong Kong is a matter for Her Majesty's Government,appointment of the Governor of Hong Kong is a matter for Her Majesty's Government,appointment of the Governor of Hong Kong is a matter for Her Majesty's Government,appointment of the Governor of Hong Kong is a matter for Her Majesty's Government,

I do not oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion which requests the GovernmentI do not oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion which requests the GovernmentI do not oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion which requests the GovernmentI do not oppose the Honourable Howard YOUNG's motion which requests the Government

to convey the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government forto convey the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government forto convey the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government forto convey the views of the general public to Her Majesty's Government for

consideration. The public, after all, have expressed their views.consideration. The public, after all, have expressed their views.consideration. The public, after all, have expressed their views.consideration. The public, after all, have expressed their views.

The Honourable Martin LEE is moving an amendment which adds several requirementsThe Honourable Martin LEE is moving an amendment which adds several requirementsThe Honourable Martin LEE is moving an amendment which adds several requirementsThe Honourable Martin LEE is moving an amendment which adds several requirements

to the governorship of Hong Kong.  But since these requirements are fitting andto the governorship of Hong Kong.  But since these requirements are fitting andto the governorship of Hong Kong.  But since these requirements are fitting andto the governorship of Hong Kong.  But since these requirements are fitting and

justified in themselves, I can raise no objection against them.  However, I sharejustified in themselves, I can raise no objection against them.  However, I sharejustified in themselves, I can raise no objection against them.  However, I sharejustified in themselves, I can raise no objection against them.  However, I share

the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's view that the requirements added by the Honourablethe Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's view that the requirements added by the Honourablethe Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's view that the requirements added by the Honourablethe Honourable CHIM Pui-chung's view that the requirements added by the Honourable

Martin LEE are not comprehensive enough.  On the other hand, the amendment moved byMartin LEE are not comprehensive enough.  On the other hand, the amendment moved byMartin LEE are not comprehensive enough.  On the other hand, the amendment moved byMartin LEE are not comprehensive enough.  On the other hand, the amendment moved by

the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung is adding once again several other requirements whichthe Honourable CHIM Pui-chung is adding once again several other requirements whichthe Honourable CHIM Pui-chung is adding once again several other requirements whichthe Honourable CHIM Pui-chung is adding once again several other requirements which

are similarly fitting and justified.  Therefore I can also raise no objection againstare similarly fitting and justified.  Therefore I can also raise no objection againstare similarly fitting and justified.  Therefore I can also raise no objection againstare similarly fitting and justified.  Therefore I can also raise no objection against

them.them.them.them.

But on close examination, there are still many omissions such as that the newBut on close examination, there are still many omissions such as that the newBut on close examination, there are still many omissions such as that the newBut on close examination, there are still many omissions such as that the new

Governor of Hong Kong should supervise the construction of the new airport; thatGovernor of Hong Kong should supervise the construction of the new airport; thatGovernor of Hong Kong should supervise the construction of the new airport; thatGovernor of Hong Kong should supervise the construction of the new airport; that

he/she should keep traffic congestion at the Tuen Mun Highway under keen attention,he/she should keep traffic congestion at the Tuen Mun Highway under keen attention,he/she should keep traffic congestion at the Tuen Mun Highway under keen attention,he/she should keep traffic congestion at the Tuen Mun Highway under keen attention,

improve the hospital services in the northeast New Territories, speed up theimprove the hospital services in the northeast New Territories, speed up theimprove the hospital services in the northeast New Territories, speed up theimprove the hospital services in the northeast New Territories, speed up the

repatriation of Vietnamese boat people stranded in Hong Kong, take practical measuresrepatriation of Vietnamese boat people stranded in Hong Kong, take practical measuresrepatriation of Vietnamese boat people stranded in Hong Kong, take practical measuresrepatriation of Vietnamese boat people stranded in Hong Kong, take practical measures

to protect human rights, and so on.  There is still one more requirement.  A certainto protect human rights, and so on.  There is still one more requirement.  A certainto protect human rights, and so on.  There is still one more requirement.  A certainto protect human rights, and so on.  There is still one more requirement.  A certain

newspaper is saying today that the new Governor of Hong Kong should speak Englishnewspaper is saying today that the new Governor of Hong Kong should speak Englishnewspaper is saying today that the new Governor of Hong Kong should speak Englishnewspaper is saying today that the new Governor of Hong Kong should speak English

and should not be blind.  If I should move a third amendment, the document to beand should not be blind.  If I should move a third amendment, the document to beand should not be blind.  If I should move a third amendment, the document to beand should not be blind.  If I should move a third amendment, the document to be

submitted to Her Majesty's Government in future would be as thick as an encyclopaedia.submitted to Her Majesty's Government in future would be as thick as an encyclopaedia.submitted to Her Majesty's Government in future would be as thick as an encyclopaedia.submitted to Her Majesty's Government in future would be as thick as an encyclopaedia.

Given that Hong Kong has been under British rule for 150 years and that HerGiven that Hong Kong has been under British rule for 150 years and that HerGiven that Hong Kong has been under British rule for 150 years and that HerGiven that Hong Kong has been under British rule for 150 years and that Her

Majesty's Government has signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration with China, itMajesty's Government has signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration with China, itMajesty's Government has signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration with China, itMajesty's Government has signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration with China, it

knows only too well what sort of a governor should be appointed to Hong Kong.  Isknows only too well what sort of a governor should be appointed to Hong Kong.  Isknows only too well what sort of a governor should be appointed to Hong Kong.  Isknows only too well what sort of a governor should be appointed to Hong Kong.  Is

there a need for us here in this Council to set out the requirements of the governorship?there a need for us here in this Council to set out the requirements of the governorship?there a need for us here in this Council to set out the requirements of the governorship?there a need for us here in this Council to set out the requirements of the governorship?

Are the requirements specified by us comprehensive enough?  Will Her Majesty'sAre the requirements specified by us comprehensive enough?  Will Her Majesty'sAre the requirements specified by us comprehensive enough?  Will Her Majesty'sAre the requirements specified by us comprehensive enough?  Will Her Majesty's

Government listen?Government listen?Government listen?Government listen?

Mr Deputy President, and Honourable Members, we in this Council had better notMr Deputy President, and Honourable Members, we in this Council had better notMr Deputy President, and Honourable Members, we in this Council had better notMr Deputy President, and Honourable Members, we in this Council had better not

do anything meaningless, not talk nonsense, not play-act (or as people are wont todo anything meaningless, not talk nonsense, not play-act (or as people are wont todo anything meaningless, not talk nonsense, not play-act (or as people are wont todo anything meaningless, not talk nonsense, not play-act (or as people are wont to

say: put up a show), and not create an illusion for the people of Hong Kong to dupesay: put up a show), and not create an illusion for the people of Hong Kong to dupesay: put up a show), and not create an illusion for the people of Hong Kong to dupesay: put up a show), and not create an illusion for the people of Hong Kong to dupe

them into thinking that Members of the Legislative Council are so mighty andthem into thinking that Members of the Legislative Council are so mighty andthem into thinking that Members of the Legislative Council are so mighty andthem into thinking that Members of the Legislative Council are so mighty and

authoritative as to be capable of bossing the British Prime Minister and Parliamentauthoritative as to be capable of bossing the British Prime Minister and Parliamentauthoritative as to be capable of bossing the British Prime Minister and Parliamentauthoritative as to be capable of bossing the British Prime Minister and Parliament

around.around.around.around.



In last year's policy debate, the Honourable Emily LAU said she had beIn last year's policy debate, the Honourable Emily LAU said she had beIn last year's policy debate, the Honourable Emily LAU said she had beIn last year's policy debate, the Honourable Emily LAU said she had been describeden describeden describeden described

as the little child in the story of the King's New Clothes.  And now, I feel as ifas the little child in the story of the King's New Clothes.  And now, I feel as ifas the little child in the story of the King's New Clothes.  And now, I feel as ifas the little child in the story of the King's New Clothes.  And now, I feel as if

I were her twin elder brother in pointing out that our discussions over this matterI were her twin elder brother in pointing out that our discussions over this matterI were her twin elder brother in pointing out that our discussions over this matterI were her twin elder brother in pointing out that our discussions over this matter

have reached nonsensical proportions.have reached nonsensical proportions.have reached nonsensical proportions.have reached nonsensical proportions.

I hope honourable colleagues will doI hope honourable colleagues will doI hope honourable colleagues will doI hope honourable colleagues will do more practical things for the public and more practical things for the public and more practical things for the public and more practical things for the public and

not waste energy and paper on a futile debate.not waste energy and paper on a futile debate.not waste energy and paper on a futile debate.not waste energy and paper on a futile debate.

With these remarks, I have yet to decide which motion to support.With these remarks, I have yet to decide which motion to support.With these remarks, I have yet to decide which motion to support.With these remarks, I have yet to decide which motion to support.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In addition to the Members who were originally listed as speaking,DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In addition to the Members who were originally listed as speaking,DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In addition to the Members who were originally listed as speaking,DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In addition to the Members who were originally listed as speaking,

both Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong and Mr Martin BARROW have indicated their wish to speak.both Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong and Mr Martin BARROW have indicated their wish to speak.both Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong and Mr Martin BARROW have indicated their wish to speak.both Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong and Mr Martin BARROW have indicated their wish to speak.

Before I call them, I will, in view of Members' voluntary restraint on the lengthBefore I call them, I will, in view of Members' voluntary restraint on the lengthBefore I call them, I will, in view of Members' voluntary restraint on the lengthBefore I call them, I will, in view of Members' voluntary restraint on the length

of speeches, commend to them the virtue of brevity.of speeches, commend to them the virtue of brevity.of speeches, commend to them the virtue of brevity.of speeches, commend to them the virtue of brevity.

MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you very much forMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you very much forMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you very much forMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, thank you very much for

allowing me to speak even at such short notice.  I would like to respond to theallowing me to speak even at such short notice.  I would like to respond to theallowing me to speak even at such short notice.  I would like to respond to theallowing me to speak even at such short notice.  I would like to respond to the

amendment motion moved by the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  As regards the contentsamendment motion moved by the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  As regards the contentsamendment motion moved by the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  As regards the contentsamendment motion moved by the Honourable CHIM Pui-chung.  As regards the contents

of Mr CHIM's amendment, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, as pointed out by theof Mr CHIM's amendment, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, as pointed out by theof Mr CHIM's amendment, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, as pointed out by theof Mr CHIM's amendment, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, as pointed out by the

Honourable Martin LEE, have a different view.  The part of the amendment we are takingHonourable Martin LEE, have a different view.  The part of the amendment we are takingHonourable Martin LEE, have a different view.  The part of the amendment we are takingHonourable Martin LEE, have a different view.  The part of the amendment we are taking

issue with relates to the establishment of a democratic system that would dovetailissue with relates to the establishment of a democratic system that would dovetailissue with relates to the establishment of a democratic system that would dovetailissue with relates to the establishment of a democratic system that would dovetail

with the Basic Law and would be workable in practical circumstances.with the Basic Law and would be workable in practical circumstances.with the Basic Law and would be workable in practical circumstances.with the Basic Law and would be workable in practical circumstances.

The Basic Law as a whole is supported by the United Democrats of Hong Kong, who,The Basic Law as a whole is supported by the United Democrats of Hong Kong, who,The Basic Law as a whole is supported by the United Democrats of Hong Kong, who,The Basic Law as a whole is supported by the United Democrats of Hong Kong, who,

however, find the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law undemocratic.however, find the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law undemocratic.however, find the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law undemocratic.however, find the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law undemocratic.

We believe the Chief Executive of the future Special Administrative Region GovernmentWe believe the Chief Executive of the future Special Administrative Region GovernmentWe believe the Chief Executive of the future Special Administrative Region GovernmentWe believe the Chief Executive of the future Special Administrative Region Government

should be elected by general election and at least 50% of the Members of theshould be elected by general election and at least 50% of the Members of theshould be elected by general election and at least 50% of the Members of theshould be elected by general election and at least 50% of the Members of the

legislature should be returned by direct election.  These views had gained widelegislature should be returned by direct election.  These views had gained widelegislature should be returned by direct election.  These views had gained widelegislature should be returned by direct election.  These views had gained wide

support at that time.  We also believe that the Chinese Government should listen tosupport at that time.  We also believe that the Chinese Government should listen tosupport at that time.  We also believe that the Chinese Government should listen tosupport at that time.  We also believe that the Chinese Government should listen to

the views of Hong Kong people and through a statutory procedure amend the sectionthe views of Hong Kong people and through a statutory procedure amend the sectionthe views of Hong Kong people and through a statutory procedure amend the sectionthe views of Hong Kong people and through a statutory procedure amend the section

concerning the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law, so that it willconcerning the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law, so that it willconcerning the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law, so that it willconcerning the constitutional structure provided under the Basic Law, so that it will

become more democratic and fulfil the wishes of Hong Kong people.become more democratic and fulfil the wishes of Hong Kong people.become more democratic and fulfil the wishes of Hong Kong people.become more democratic and fulfil the wishes of Hong Kong people.

Here, I would like to stress twoHere, I would like to stress twoHere, I would like to stress twoHere, I would like to stress two points, namely, Hong Kong people's wishes and points, namely, Hong Kong people's wishes and points, namely, Hong Kong people's wishes and points, namely, Hong Kong people's wishes and

statutory procedures.statutory procedures.statutory procedures.statutory procedures.



The Basic Law is the constitutional law for the future Special AdministrativeThe Basic Law is the constitutional law for the future Special AdministrativeThe Basic Law is the constitutional law for the future Special AdministrativeThe Basic Law is the constitutional law for the future Special Administrative

Region.  Like laws in other countries, it must fulfil the wishes of citizens so thatRegion.  Like laws in other countries, it must fulfil the wishes of citizens so thatRegion.  Like laws in other countries, it must fulfil the wishes of citizens so thatRegion.  Like laws in other countries, it must fulfil the wishes of citizens so that

it can keep in pace with the ever-changing world.  There is no immutable law in theit can keep in pace with the ever-changing world.  There is no immutable law in theit can keep in pace with the ever-changing world.  There is no immutable law in theit can keep in pace with the ever-changing world.  There is no immutable law in the

world because people's concepts and values are constantly changing.  We believe aworld because people's concepts and values are constantly changing.  We believe aworld because people's concepts and values are constantly changing.  We believe aworld because people's concepts and values are constantly changing.  We believe a

more democratic system will fit the global trend and fulfil the wishes and long-more democratic system will fit the global trend and fulfil the wishes and long-more democratic system will fit the global trend and fulfil the wishes and long-more democratic system will fit the global trend and fulfil the wishes and long-

term interest of Hong Kong people.term interest of Hong Kong people.term interest of Hong Kong people.term interest of Hong Kong people.

We must stress at the same time, however, that any amendment to the Basic LawWe must stress at the same time, however, that any amendment to the Basic LawWe must stress at the same time, however, that any amendment to the Basic LawWe must stress at the same time, however, that any amendment to the Basic Law

should be made in accordance with statutory procedures and be made openly.  One ofshould be made in accordance with statutory procedures and be made openly.  One ofshould be made in accordance with statutory procedures and be made openly.  One ofshould be made in accordance with statutory procedures and be made openly.  One of

the reasons for our earlier opposition to the Sino-British Joint Liaison Groupthe reasons for our earlier opposition to the Sino-British Joint Liaison Groupthe reasons for our earlier opposition to the Sino-British Joint Liaison Groupthe reasons for our earlier opposition to the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group

agreement on the Court of Final Appeal is that the two Governments concludedagreement on the Court of Final Appeal is that the two Governments concludedagreement on the Court of Final Appeal is that the two Governments concludedagreement on the Court of Final Appeal is that the two Governments concluded

arrangements that violated provisions in regard to the Court of Final Appeal as laidarrangements that violated provisions in regard to the Court of Final Appeal as laidarrangements that violated provisions in regard to the Court of Final Appeal as laidarrangements that violated provisions in regard to the Court of Final Appeal as laid

down in the Basic Law.  There had been no prior consultation with the people of Hongdown in the Basic Law.  There had been no prior consultation with the people of Hongdown in the Basic Law.  There had been no prior consultation with the people of Hongdown in the Basic Law.  There had been no prior consultation with the people of Hong

Kong nor amendment to the Basic Law made in accordance with statutory procedures.Kong nor amendment to the Basic Law made in accordance with statutory procedures.Kong nor amendment to the Basic Law made in accordance with statutory procedures.Kong nor amendment to the Basic Law made in accordance with statutory procedures.

The two Governments clinched the deal behind closed doors and thereby changed theThe two Governments clinched the deal behind closed doors and thereby changed theThe two Governments clinched the deal behind closed doors and thereby changed theThe two Governments clinched the deal behind closed doors and thereby changed the

Basic Law.  We cannot accept that.Basic Law.  We cannot accept that.Basic Law.  We cannot accept that.Basic Law.  We cannot accept that.

Therefore, the 14 Members of this Council from the United Democrats are opTherefore, the 14 Members of this Council from the United Democrats are opTherefore, the 14 Members of this Council from the United Democrats are opTherefore, the 14 Members of this Council from the United Democrats are opposedposedposedposed

to Mr CHIM's further amendment.  We are of the view that the political structureto Mr CHIM's further amendment.  We are of the view that the political structureto Mr CHIM's further amendment.  We are of the view that the political structureto Mr CHIM's further amendment.  We are of the view that the political structure

provided under the Basic Law is undemocratic and should be amended in accordance withprovided under the Basic Law is undemocratic and should be amended in accordance withprovided under the Basic Law is undemocratic and should be amended in accordance withprovided under the Basic Law is undemocratic and should be amended in accordance with

statutory procedures.statutory procedures.statutory procedures.statutory procedures.

Mr Deputy President, I fully support Mr Martin LEE's suggesMr Deputy President, I fully support Mr Martin LEE's suggesMr Deputy President, I fully support Mr Martin LEE's suggesMr Deputy President, I fully support Mr Martin LEE's suggestion that the nexttion that the nexttion that the nexttion that the next

Governor should be a person who is committed to defending the Joint Declaration,Governor should be a person who is committed to defending the Joint Declaration,Governor should be a person who is committed to defending the Joint Declaration,Governor should be a person who is committed to defending the Joint Declaration,

establishing a democratic political system in Hong Kong, working on behalf of allestablishing a democratic political system in Hong Kong, working on behalf of allestablishing a democratic political system in Hong Kong, working on behalf of allestablishing a democratic political system in Hong Kong, working on behalf of all

citizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interests of Hong Kongcitizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interests of Hong Kongcitizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interests of Hong Kongcitizens to improve our standard of living, and placing the interests of Hong Kong

first and foremost at all times.  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I supportfirst and foremost at all times.  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I supportfirst and foremost at all times.  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I supportfirst and foremost at all times.  Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support

Mr Martin LEE's amendment.Mr Martin LEE's amendment.Mr Martin LEE's amendment.Mr Martin LEE's amendment.

MR MARTIN BARROW: Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  I shall be very brief.  As I saidMR MARTIN BARROW: Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  I shall be very brief.  As I saidMR MARTIN BARROW: Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  I shall be very brief.  As I saidMR MARTIN BARROW: Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  I shall be very brief.  As I said

during the policy debate on 30 October 1991, the free play of market forces in aduring the policy debate on 30 October 1991, the free play of market forces in aduring the policy debate on 30 October 1991, the free play of market forces in aduring the policy debate on 30 October 1991, the free play of market forces in a

capitalist society and the economic prosperity which they generate is a far morecapitalist society and the economic prosperity which they generate is a far morecapitalist society and the economic prosperity which they generate is a far morecapitalist society and the economic prosperity which they generate is a far more

efficient and effective way of improving the living standard of all people thanefficient and effective way of improving the living standard of all people thanefficient and effective way of improving the living standard of all people thanefficient and effective way of improving the living standard of all people than

intervention by the Government in economic activity in an attempt to divert theseintervention by the Government in economic activity in an attempt to divert theseintervention by the Government in economic activity in an attempt to divert theseintervention by the Government in economic activity in an attempt to divert these

market forces towards particular social or political goals.market forces towards particular social or political goals.market forces towards particular social or political goals.market forces towards particular social or political goals.



It is for these reasons that I support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion as heIt is for these reasons that I support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion as heIt is for these reasons that I support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion as heIt is for these reasons that I support Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amended motion as he

has made specific reference to the criteria that the next Governor should be committedhas made specific reference to the criteria that the next Governor should be committedhas made specific reference to the criteria that the next Governor should be committedhas made specific reference to the criteria that the next Governor should be committed

to ensuring economic prosperity and a smooth transition.to ensuring economic prosperity and a smooth transition.to ensuring economic prosperity and a smooth transition.to ensuring economic prosperity and a smooth transition.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shall be putting to Members three questions, one question forDEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shall be putting to Members three questions, one question forDEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shall be putting to Members three questions, one question forDEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shall be putting to Members three questions, one question for

each of the motions of Mr CHIM, Mr LEE and Mr YOUNG in that sequence.  I now put theeach of the motions of Mr CHIM, Mr LEE and Mr YOUNG in that sequence.  I now put theeach of the motions of Mr CHIM, Mr LEE and Mr YOUNG in that sequence.  I now put theeach of the motions of Mr CHIM, Mr LEE and Mr YOUNG in that sequence.  I now put the

question to you: That the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM Pui-chung be made to Mr Martinquestion to you: That the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM Pui-chung be made to Mr Martinquestion to you: That the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM Pui-chung be made to Mr Martinquestion to you: That the amendment proposed by Mr CHIM Pui-chung be made to Mr Martin

LEE's amendment.  Do Members have any doubt as to the subject matter of this question?LEE's amendment.  Do Members have any doubt as to the subject matter of this question?LEE's amendment.  Do Members have any doubt as to the subject matter of this question?LEE's amendment.  Do Members have any doubt as to the subject matter of this question?

Voice vote takenVoice vote takenVoice vote takenVoice vote taken

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT declared that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment was negatived.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT declared that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment was negatived.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT declared that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment was negatived.THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT declared that Mr CHIM Pui-chung's amendment was negatived.

MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.MR CHIM PUI-CHUNG (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I claim a division.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr CHIM, I am afraid you are too late because the voice vote hasDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr CHIM, I am afraid you are too late because the voice vote hasDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr CHIM, I am afraid you are too late because the voice vote hasDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr CHIM, I am afraid you are too late because the voice vote has

already been concluded.  I have declared on a very strong voice vote that the "Noes"already been concluded.  I have declared on a very strong voice vote that the "Noes"already been concluded.  I have declared on a very strong voice vote that the "Noes"already been concluded.  I have declared on a very strong voice vote that the "Noes"

had it.  Now that Mr CHIM's amendment has been negatived, we will take a vote on Mrhad it.  Now that Mr CHIM's amendment has been negatived, we will take a vote on Mrhad it.  Now that Mr CHIM's amendment has been negatived, we will take a vote on Mrhad it.  Now that Mr CHIM's amendment has been negatived, we will take a vote on Mr

Martin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I now put the question to youMartin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I now put the question to youMartin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I now put the question to youMartin LEE's amendment to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.  I now put the question to you

and that is: That Mr Martin LEE's amendment be made to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.and that is: That Mr Martin LEE's amendment be made to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.and that is: That Mr Martin LEE's amendment be made to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.and that is: That Mr Martin LEE's amendment be made to Mr Howard YOUNG's motion.

Voice vote takenVoice vote takenVoice vote takenVoice vote taken

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We shall need a division.  Council will proceed to a division.  TheDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We shall need a division.  Council will proceed to a division.  TheDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We shall need a division.  Council will proceed to a division.  TheDEPUTY PRESIDENT: We shall need a division.  Council will proceed to a division.  The

division bell will ring for three minutes and the division will be held immediatelydivision bell will ring for three minutes and the division will be held immediatelydivision bell will ring for three minutes and the division will be held immediatelydivision bell will ring for three minutes and the division will be held immediately

afterwards.  This Council is still in session.  I would of course ask Members toafterwards.  This Council is still in session.  I would of course ask Members toafterwards.  This Council is still in session.  I would of course ask Members toafterwards.  This Council is still in session.  I would of course ask Members to

observe order.observe order.observe order.observe order.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The voting system has now been activated.  As has been the caseDEPUTY PRESIDENT: The voting system has now been activated.  As has been the caseDEPUTY PRESIDENT: The voting system has now been activated.  As has been the caseDEPUTY PRESIDENT: The voting system has now been activated.  As has been the case

with recent divisions, there will be no countdown.  Members are asked first towith recent divisions, there will be no countdown.  Members are asked first towith recent divisions, there will be no countdown.  Members are asked first towith recent divisions, there will be no countdown.  Members are asked first to

indicate their presence by pressing the "Present" button and when that has been done,indicate their presence by pressing the "Present" button and when that has been done,indicate their presence by pressing the "Present" button and when that has been done,indicate their presence by pressing the "Present" button and when that has been done,



to vote, if they wish to vote, by pressing either the "Yes" or "No" or "Abstain" button.to vote, if they wish to vote, by pressing either the "Yes" or "No" or "Abstain" button.to vote, if they wish to vote, by pressing either the "Yes" or "No" or "Abstain" button.to vote, if they wish to vote, by pressing either the "Yes" or "No" or "Abstain" button.

MR MARTIN LEE: Mr Deputy President, would you please repeat what we are about to voteMR MARTIN LEE: Mr Deputy President, would you please repeat what we are about to voteMR MARTIN LEE: Mr Deputy President, would you please repeat what we are about to voteMR MARTIN LEE: Mr Deputy President, would you please repeat what we are about to vote

on?on?on?on?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  We are about to vote on Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendmentDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  We are about to vote on Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendmentDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  We are about to vote on Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendmentDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  We are about to vote on Mr Martin LEE's proposed amendment

to Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.  Therefore, if you support Mr Martin LEE'sto Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.  Therefore, if you support Mr Martin LEE'sto Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.  Therefore, if you support Mr Martin LEE'sto Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.  Therefore, if you support Mr Martin LEE's

amendment you would vote "Yes"; if you do not support it you would vote "No".  Nowamendment you would vote "Yes"; if you do not support it you would vote "No".  Nowamendment you would vote "Yes"; if you do not support it you would vote "No".  Nowamendment you would vote "Yes"; if you do not support it you would vote "No".  Now

have all Members, who wish to vote, voted and is there any query?  As there is nohave all Members, who wish to vote, voted and is there any query?  As there is nohave all Members, who wish to vote, voted and is there any query?  As there is nohave all Members, who wish to vote, voted and is there any query?  As there is no

query, I will ask the Clerk to activate the results.query, I will ask the Clerk to activate the results.query, I will ask the Clerk to activate the results.query, I will ask the Clerk to activate the results.

Mr Martin LEE, Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr SZETO Wah, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR,Mr Martin LEE, Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr SZETO Wah, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR,Mr Martin LEE, Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr SZETO Wah, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR,Mr Martin LEE, Mr PANG Chun-hoi, Mr SZETO Wah, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr Jimmy McGREGOR,

Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Frederick FUNG, Mr MichaelMr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Frederick FUNG, Mr MichaelMr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Frederick FUNG, Mr MichaelMr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Rev FUNG Chi-wood, Mr Frederick FUNG, Mr Michael

HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Dr Conrad LAM, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat,

Mr Fred LI, Mr MAN Sai-cheong, Mr NG Ming-yum, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Mr James TO, Dr YEUNGMr Fred LI, Mr MAN Sai-cheong, Mr NG Ming-yum, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Mr James TO, Dr YEUNGMr Fred LI, Mr MAN Sai-cheong, Mr NG Ming-yum, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Mr James TO, Dr YEUNGMr Fred LI, Mr MAN Sai-cheong, Mr NG Ming-yum, Mr TIK Chi-yuen, Mr James TO, Dr YEUNG

Sum and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the amendment.Sum and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the amendment.Sum and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the amendment.Sum and Mr WONG Wai-yin voted for the amendment.

Mrs Selina CHOW, Mrs Rita FAN, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr Andrew WONG, MrMrs Selina CHOW, Mrs Rita FAN, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr Andrew WONG, MrMrs Selina CHOW, Mrs Rita FAN, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr Andrew WONG, MrMrs Selina CHOW, Mrs Rita FAN, Mr HUI Yin-fat, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr Andrew WONG, Mr

Edward HO, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Mr VincentEdward HO, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Mr VincentEdward HO, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Mr VincentEdward HO, Mr Martin BARROW, Mrs Peggy LAM, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr LAU Wah-sum, Mr Vincent

CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Mr Simon IP, Dr LAM Kui-chun,CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Mr Simon IP, Dr LAM Kui-chun,CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Mr Simon IP, Dr LAM Kui-chun,CHENG, Mr Moses CHENG, Mr CHIM Pui-chung, Mr Timothy HA, Mr Simon IP, Dr LAM Kui-chun,

Mr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Dr Samuel WONGMr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Dr Samuel WONGMr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Dr Samuel WONGMr Gilbert LEUNG, Mr Eric LI, Prof Felice LIEH MAK, Mr Steven POON, Dr Samuel WONG

and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.and Mr Howard YOUNG voted against the amendment.

The Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary and Mrs Elsie TUThe Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary and Mrs Elsie TUThe Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary and Mrs Elsie TUThe Chief Secretary, the Attorney General, the Financial Secretary and Mrs Elsie TU

abstained.abstained.abstained.abstained.

5.40 pm5.40 pm5.40 pm5.40 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The result of the voting is 22 "Yes", 22 "No" with four abstentions.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The result of the voting is 22 "Yes", 22 "No" with four abstentions.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The result of the voting is 22 "Yes", 22 "No" with four abstentions.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The result of the voting is 22 "Yes", 22 "No" with four abstentions.

I shall have to call a short break while I work out the solution. (Laughter)I shall have to call a short break while I work out the solution. (Laughter)I shall have to call a short break while I work out the solution. (Laughter)I shall have to call a short break while I work out the solution. (Laughter)

6.00 pm6.00 pm6.00 pm6.00 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As there is an equality of votes and Standing Orders do not provideDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As there is an equality of votes and Standing Orders do not provideDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As there is an equality of votes and Standing Orders do not provideDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  As there is an equality of votes and Standing Orders do not provide



expressly for this event, I am guided by Standing Order 69 which reads:expressly for this event, I am guided by Standing Order 69 which reads:expressly for this event, I am guided by Standing Order 69 which reads:expressly for this event, I am guided by Standing Order 69 which reads:

In any matter not provided for in these Standing Orders, the practice and procedureIn any matter not provided for in these Standing Orders, the practice and procedureIn any matter not provided for in these Standing Orders, the practice and procedureIn any matter not provided for in these Standing Orders, the practice and procedure

to be followed in the Council shall be such as may be decided by the President whoto be followed in the Council shall be such as may be decided by the President whoto be followed in the Council shall be such as may be decided by the President whoto be followed in the Council shall be such as may be decided by the President who

may, if he thinks fit, be guided by the practice and procedure of the House of Commonsmay, if he thinks fit, be guided by the practice and procedure of the House of Commonsmay, if he thinks fit, be guided by the practice and procedure of the House of Commonsmay, if he thinks fit, be guided by the practice and procedure of the House of Commons

of the United Kingdom.of the United Kingdom.of the United Kingdom.of the United Kingdom.

The practice and procedure of the House of Commons, according to Erskine May, is this:The practice and procedure of the House of Commons, according to Erskine May, is this:The practice and procedure of the House of Commons, according to Erskine May, is this:The practice and procedure of the House of Commons, according to Erskine May, is this:

"If the numbers in a division are equal, the Speaker, who otherwise does not vote,"If the numbers in a division are equal, the Speaker, who otherwise does not vote,"If the numbers in a division are equal, the Speaker, who otherwise does not vote,"If the numbers in a division are equal, the Speaker, who otherwise does not vote,

must give the casting vote.  In the performance of this duty to give a casting vote,must give the casting vote.  In the performance of this duty to give a casting vote,must give the casting vote.  In the performance of this duty to give a casting vote,must give the casting vote.  In the performance of this duty to give a casting vote,

the Speaker is at liberty to vote like any other Member, according to his conscience,the Speaker is at liberty to vote like any other Member, according to his conscience,the Speaker is at liberty to vote like any other Member, according to his conscience,the Speaker is at liberty to vote like any other Member, according to his conscience,

without assigning a reason; but in order to avoid any imputation upon his impartiality,without assigning a reason; but in order to avoid any imputation upon his impartiality,without assigning a reason; but in order to avoid any imputation upon his impartiality,without assigning a reason; but in order to avoid any imputation upon his impartiality,

it is usual for him, where practicable, to vote in such a manner as not to make theit is usual for him, where practicable, to vote in such a manner as not to make theit is usual for him, where practicable, to vote in such a manner as not to make theit is usual for him, where practicable, to vote in such a manner as not to make the

decision of the House final, and to explain his reasons, which are entered in thedecision of the House final, and to explain his reasons, which are entered in thedecision of the House final, and to explain his reasons, which are entered in thedecision of the House final, and to explain his reasons, which are entered in the

Journal".Journal".Journal".Journal".

Erskine May then sets out three principles which have emerged over the course of timeErskine May then sets out three principles which have emerged over the course of timeErskine May then sets out three principles which have emerged over the course of timeErskine May then sets out three principles which have emerged over the course of time

and the only one of these that appears relevant to this case is that a casting voteand the only one of these that appears relevant to this case is that a casting voteand the only one of these that appears relevant to this case is that a casting voteand the only one of these that appears relevant to this case is that a casting vote

on an amendment to a Bill should leave the Bill in its existing form.  So that affordson an amendment to a Bill should leave the Bill in its existing form.  So that affordson an amendment to a Bill should leave the Bill in its existing form.  So that affordson an amendment to a Bill should leave the Bill in its existing form.  So that affords

some guidance by way of analogy with the voting on a Bill.  More interestingly, insome guidance by way of analogy with the voting on a Bill.  More interestingly, insome guidance by way of analogy with the voting on a Bill.  More interestingly, insome guidance by way of analogy with the voting on a Bill.  More interestingly, in

the House of Lords the practice again is set out in Erskine May and that relevantthe House of Lords the practice again is set out in Erskine May and that relevantthe House of Lords the practice again is set out in Erskine May and that relevantthe House of Lords the practice again is set out in Erskine May and that relevant

to the present question reads as follows:to the present question reads as follows:to the present question reads as follows:to the present question reads as follows:

"In relation to all other matters, the practice of the House is governed by the"In relation to all other matters, the practice of the House is governed by the"In relation to all other matters, the practice of the House is governed by the"In relation to all other matters, the practice of the House is governed by the

principle that the question before the House shall be decided in the negative unlessprinciple that the question before the House shall be decided in the negative unlessprinciple that the question before the House shall be decided in the negative unlessprinciple that the question before the House shall be decided in the negative unless

there is a majority in its favour".there is a majority in its favour".there is a majority in its favour".there is a majority in its favour".

Now I think it is a matter of commonsense that in this case Mr Martin LEE's motionNow I think it is a matter of commonsense that in this case Mr Martin LEE's motionNow I think it is a matter of commonsense that in this case Mr Martin LEE's motionNow I think it is a matter of commonsense that in this case Mr Martin LEE's motion

has not received a majority.  There is in fact a tie.  It could be said on that basishas not received a majority.  There is in fact a tie.  It could be said on that basishas not received a majority.  There is in fact a tie.  It could be said on that basishas not received a majority.  There is in fact a tie.  It could be said on that basis

that that amendment has not been carried; but there is a tie, and I am required tothat that amendment has not been carried; but there is a tie, and I am required tothat that amendment has not been carried; but there is a tie, and I am required tothat that amendment has not been carried; but there is a tie, and I am required to

give my casting vote.  In giving my casting vote I must act impartially and I am guidedgive my casting vote.  In giving my casting vote I must act impartially and I am guidedgive my casting vote.  In giving my casting vote I must act impartially and I am guidedgive my casting vote.  In giving my casting vote I must act impartially and I am guided

by the two principles to which I have referred, that in the House of Commons and thatby the two principles to which I have referred, that in the House of Commons and thatby the two principles to which I have referred, that in the House of Commons and thatby the two principles to which I have referred, that in the House of Commons and that

in the House of Lords.  Accordingly, in the light of those conventions, I give myin the House of Lords.  Accordingly, in the light of those conventions, I give myin the House of Lords.  Accordingly, in the light of those conventions, I give myin the House of Lords.  Accordingly, in the light of those conventions, I give my

casting vote against the amendment and that means that the vote in its present statecasting vote against the amendment and that means that the vote in its present statecasting vote against the amendment and that means that the vote in its present statecasting vote against the amendment and that means that the vote in its present state

is 22 "Yes" 23 "No" and the amendment therefore is defeated.is 22 "Yes" 23 "No" and the amendment therefore is defeated.is 22 "Yes" 23 "No" and the amendment therefore is defeated.is 22 "Yes" 23 "No" and the amendment therefore is defeated.



MR MARTIN LEE:  Mr Deputy President, may I just say we accept your decision and weMR MARTIN LEE:  Mr Deputy President, may I just say we accept your decision and weMR MARTIN LEE:  Mr Deputy President, may I just say we accept your decision and weMR MARTIN LEE:  Mr Deputy President, may I just say we accept your decision and we

now support Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.now support Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.now support Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.now support Mr Howard YOUNG's original motion.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr LEE.  Mr YOUNG, I understand you do wish to reply.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr LEE.  Mr YOUNG, I understand you do wish to reply.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr LEE.  Mr YOUNG, I understand you do wish to reply.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Mr LEE.  Mr YOUNG, I understand you do wish to reply.

Do you wish to reply in the light of Mr LEE's indication?Do you wish to reply in the light of Mr LEE's indication?Do you wish to reply in the light of Mr LEE's indication?Do you wish to reply in the light of Mr LEE's indication?

MR HOWARD YOUNG:  Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR HOWARD YOUNG:  Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR HOWARD YOUNG:  Yes, Mr Deputy President.MR HOWARD YOUNG:  Yes, Mr Deputy President.

MR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion.  InMR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion.  InMR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion.  InMR YOUNG HOWARD (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, I rise to move the motion.  In

view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the change of the governorship,view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the change of the governorship,view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the change of the governorship,view of the wide interest expressed by the public on the change of the governorship,

I move this motion in the hope of providing an occasion for Members of this CouncilI move this motion in the hope of providing an occasion for Members of this CouncilI move this motion in the hope of providing an occasion for Members of this CouncilI move this motion in the hope of providing an occasion for Members of this Council

to express their views on this issue in the light of public opinion.  I think it isto express their views on this issue in the light of public opinion.  I think it isto express their views on this issue in the light of public opinion.  I think it isto express their views on this issue in the light of public opinion.  I think it is

a bit unfortunate that some people may have misunderstood my motion, or even regardeda bit unfortunate that some people may have misunderstood my motion, or even regardeda bit unfortunate that some people may have misunderstood my motion, or even regardeda bit unfortunate that some people may have misunderstood my motion, or even regarded

it as a political game.  Should it be viewed from this angle, the purpose of proposingit as a political game.  Should it be viewed from this angle, the purpose of proposingit as a political game.  Should it be viewed from this angle, the purpose of proposingit as a political game.  Should it be viewed from this angle, the purpose of proposing

the original motion as well as the amendments would be defeated.the original motion as well as the amendments would be defeated.the original motion as well as the amendments would be defeated.the original motion as well as the amendments would be defeated.

I would like to respond to the accusation that this motion is an empty gesture.I would like to respond to the accusation that this motion is an empty gesture.I would like to respond to the accusation that this motion is an empty gesture.I would like to respond to the accusation that this motion is an empty gesture.

This is not an empty gesture but a broadly-based statement.  In fact, as I see it,This is not an empty gesture but a broadly-based statement.  In fact, as I see it,This is not an empty gesture but a broadly-based statement.  In fact, as I see it,This is not an empty gesture but a broadly-based statement.  In fact, as I see it,

this motion and the proposed amendments are not mutually exclusive since my motionthis motion and the proposed amendments are not mutually exclusive since my motionthis motion and the proposed amendments are not mutually exclusive since my motionthis motion and the proposed amendments are not mutually exclusive since my motion

has also incorporated the spirit of the amendments.  The four points raised by Mrhas also incorporated the spirit of the amendments.  The four points raised by Mrhas also incorporated the spirit of the amendments.  The four points raised by Mrhas also incorporated the spirit of the amendments.  The four points raised by Mr

Martin LEE in his amendment motion and the other points put forward by Mr CHIMMartin LEE in his amendment motion and the other points put forward by Mr CHIMMartin LEE in his amendment motion and the other points put forward by Mr CHIMMartin LEE in his amendment motion and the other points put forward by Mr CHIM

Pui-chung are all acceptable.  In this connection, I do not feel that refusing toPui-chung are all acceptable.  In this connection, I do not feel that refusing toPui-chung are all acceptable.  In this connection, I do not feel that refusing toPui-chung are all acceptable.  In this connection, I do not feel that refusing to

accept the amendment motion is tantamount to opposing the one I propose.  Indeed,accept the amendment motion is tantamount to opposing the one I propose.  Indeed,accept the amendment motion is tantamount to opposing the one I propose.  Indeed,accept the amendment motion is tantamount to opposing the one I propose.  Indeed,

if my motion is voted down, even the wish of having our views on the appointment ofif my motion is voted down, even the wish of having our views on the appointment ofif my motion is voted down, even the wish of having our views on the appointment ofif my motion is voted down, even the wish of having our views on the appointment of

the next Governor be conveyed to Britain cannot be materialized.the next Governor be conveyed to Britain cannot be materialized.the next Governor be conveyed to Britain cannot be materialized.the next Governor be conveyed to Britain cannot be materialized.

As to whether tAs to whether tAs to whether tAs to whether the content of my motion is substantial, it should not be judgedhe content of my motion is substantial, it should not be judgedhe content of my motion is substantial, it should not be judgedhe content of my motion is substantial, it should not be judged

from the wording of the motion but by the speeches of my honourable colleagues.  Thefrom the wording of the motion but by the speeches of my honourable colleagues.  Thefrom the wording of the motion but by the speeches of my honourable colleagues.  Thefrom the wording of the motion but by the speeches of my honourable colleagues.  The

views expressed are like colours added to a piece of drawing paper.   Many views haveviews expressed are like colours added to a piece of drawing paper.   Many views haveviews expressed are like colours added to a piece of drawing paper.   Many views haveviews expressed are like colours added to a piece of drawing paper.   Many views have

been expressed and  I hope all the opinions put forward by Members today will bebeen expressed and  I hope all the opinions put forward by Members today will bebeen expressed and  I hope all the opinions put forward by Members today will bebeen expressed and  I hope all the opinions put forward by Members today will be

conveyed to the British Government who will then take into account views from variousconveyed to the British Government who will then take into account views from variousconveyed to the British Government who will then take into account views from variousconveyed to the British Government who will then take into account views from various

sectors, and, after careful consideration, promptly appoint a new Governor.  I dosectors, and, after careful consideration, promptly appoint a new Governor.  I dosectors, and, after careful consideration, promptly appoint a new Governor.  I dosectors, and, after careful consideration, promptly appoint a new Governor.  I do

not agree that my motion amounts to sending a pile of press clippings to the Britishnot agree that my motion amounts to sending a pile of press clippings to the Britishnot agree that my motion amounts to sending a pile of press clippings to the Britishnot agree that my motion amounts to sending a pile of press clippings to the British

Government.  If this is so, then adding a lot of requirements to my motion will meanGovernment.  If this is so, then adding a lot of requirements to my motion will meanGovernment.  If this is so, then adding a lot of requirements to my motion will meanGovernment.  If this is so, then adding a lot of requirements to my motion will mean

sending a smaller pile of press clippings, or a collection of clippings reflectingsending a smaller pile of press clippings, or a collection of clippings reflectingsending a smaller pile of press clippings, or a collection of clippings reflectingsending a smaller pile of press clippings, or a collection of clippings reflecting

the views of a certain political party, to the British Government.  I think that allthe views of a certain political party, to the British Government.  I think that allthe views of a certain political party, to the British Government.  I think that allthe views of a certain political party, to the British Government.  I think that all



the valuable comments made by Members today are worth noting, and this is exactlythe valuable comments made by Members today are worth noting, and this is exactlythe valuable comments made by Members today are worth noting, and this is exactlythe valuable comments made by Members today are worth noting, and this is exactly

what my motion aims to achieve.what my motion aims to achieve.what my motion aims to achieve.what my motion aims to achieve.

If you ask me which motion is more important, I would say mine is more important,If you ask me which motion is more important, I would say mine is more important,If you ask me which motion is more important, I would say mine is more important,If you ask me which motion is more important, I would say mine is more important,

because it represents the views of the general public and those of the variousbecause it represents the views of the general public and those of the variousbecause it represents the views of the general public and those of the variousbecause it represents the views of the general public and those of the various

community organizations.  I move this motion not for the benefit of a particularcommunity organizations.  I move this motion not for the benefit of a particularcommunity organizations.  I move this motion not for the benefit of a particularcommunity organizations.  I move this motion not for the benefit of a particular

political entity, nor for any particular political party.  If you ask me who is thepolitical entity, nor for any particular political party.  If you ask me who is thepolitical entity, nor for any particular political party.  If you ask me who is thepolitical entity, nor for any particular political party.  If you ask me who is the

greatest: the general public, the Legislative Council or a political party in thegreatest: the general public, the Legislative Council or a political party in thegreatest: the general public, the Legislative Council or a political party in thegreatest: the general public, the Legislative Council or a political party in the

Legislative Council, I would say it is the general public whose opinions I respectLegislative Council, I would say it is the general public whose opinions I respectLegislative Council, I would say it is the general public whose opinions I respectLegislative Council, I would say it is the general public whose opinions I respect

most.  I therefore hope that my honourable colleagues will support my motion whichmost.  I therefore hope that my honourable colleagues will support my motion whichmost.  I therefore hope that my honourable colleagues will support my motion whichmost.  I therefore hope that my honourable colleagues will support my motion which

requests the Government to convey the views of the general public to the Britishrequests the Government to convey the views of the general public to the Britishrequests the Government to convey the views of the general public to the Britishrequests the Government to convey the views of the general public to the British

Government for consideration.Government for consideration.Government for consideration.Government for consideration.

Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion put and agreed to.Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion put and agreed to.Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion put and agreed to.Question on Mr Howard YOUNG's motion put and agreed to.

FRANCHISED BUS SERVICES ON HONG KONG ISLANDFRANCHISED BUS SERVICES ON HONG KONG ISLANDFRANCHISED BUS SERVICES ON HONG KONG ISLANDFRANCHISED BUS SERVICES ON HONG KONG ISLAND

MR LEE WING-TAT moved the following motion:MR LEE WING-TAT moved the following motion:MR LEE WING-TAT moved the following motion:MR LEE WING-TAT moved the following motion:

"That this Council urges the Government to fully consult and consider the views of"That this Council urges the Government to fully consult and consider the views of"That this Council urges the Government to fully consult and consider the views of"That this Council urges the Government to fully consult and consider the views of

the public on matters concerning the bus services on Hong Kong Island before enteringthe public on matters concerning the bus services on Hong Kong Island before enteringthe public on matters concerning the bus services on Hong Kong Island before enteringthe public on matters concerning the bus services on Hong Kong Island before entering

into any agreement with any bus operator on franchised bus operation on the Islandinto any agreement with any bus operator on franchised bus operation on the Islandinto any agreement with any bus operator on franchised bus operation on the Islandinto any agreement with any bus operator on franchised bus operation on the Island

after August 1993, so as to ensure that such operators will provide quality servicesafter August 1993, so as to ensure that such operators will provide quality servicesafter August 1993, so as to ensure that such operators will provide quality servicesafter August 1993, so as to ensure that such operators will provide quality services

and maintain a satisfactory management system under a reasonable fare structure."and maintain a satisfactory management system under a reasonable fare structure."and maintain a satisfactory management system under a reasonable fare structure."and maintain a satisfactory management system under a reasonable fare structure."

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise of China MotorMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise of China MotorMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise of China MotorMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise of China Motor

Bus Company Limited (CMB) is due to expire on 31 August 1993.  The questions of whetherBus Company Limited (CMB) is due to expire on 31 August 1993.  The questions of whetherBus Company Limited (CMB) is due to expire on 31 August 1993.  The questions of whetherBus Company Limited (CMB) is due to expire on 31 August 1993.  The questions of whether

the Government will renew the franchise and details of the new agreement, among otherthe Government will renew the franchise and details of the new agreement, among otherthe Government will renew the franchise and details of the new agreement, among otherthe Government will renew the franchise and details of the new agreement, among other

things, will have serious implications on the quality of bus services to be providedthings, will have serious implications on the quality of bus services to be providedthings, will have serious implications on the quality of bus services to be providedthings, will have serious implications on the quality of bus services to be provided

for commuters on Hong Kong Island.  That is why I move this debate and urge thefor commuters on Hong Kong Island.  That is why I move this debate and urge thefor commuters on Hong Kong Island.  That is why I move this debate and urge thefor commuters on Hong Kong Island.  That is why I move this debate and urge the

Government to examine the details of the franchise before its expiry.  During theGovernment to examine the details of the franchise before its expiry.  During theGovernment to examine the details of the franchise before its expiry.  During theGovernment to examine the details of the franchise before its expiry.  During the

examination of such details, the Government's most important task is to revise theexamination of such details, the Government's most important task is to revise theexamination of such details, the Government's most important task is to revise theexamination of such details, the Government's most important task is to revise the

Scheme of Control.  It also needs to consider carefully to which bus company the newScheme of Control.  It also needs to consider carefully to which bus company the newScheme of Control.  It also needs to consider carefully to which bus company the newScheme of Control.  It also needs to consider carefully to which bus company the new

franchise should be granted so as to ensure provision of quality services to thefranchise should be granted so as to ensure provision of quality services to thefranchise should be granted so as to ensure provision of quality services to thefranchise should be granted so as to ensure provision of quality services to the

passengers at reasonable fare charges and that bus services should be run by anpassengers at reasonable fare charges and that bus services should be run by anpassengers at reasonable fare charges and that bus services should be run by anpassengers at reasonable fare charges and that bus services should be run by an

operator adopting a modern and sound system of management.operator adopting a modern and sound system of management.operator adopting a modern and sound system of management.operator adopting a modern and sound system of management.



Before discussing the revision of franchise details, I think we must first reviewBefore discussing the revision of franchise details, I think we must first reviewBefore discussing the revision of franchise details, I think we must first reviewBefore discussing the revision of franchise details, I think we must first review

CMB's performance.  CMB has provided franchised bus services on the Island for 60CMB's performance.  CMB has provided franchised bus services on the Island for 60CMB's performance.  CMB has provided franchised bus services on the Island for 60CMB's performance.  CMB has provided franchised bus services on the Island for 60

years.  Honourable colleagues who are well-versed in business operations certainlyyears.  Honourable colleagues who are well-versed in business operations certainlyyears.  Honourable colleagues who are well-versed in business operations certainlyyears.  Honourable colleagues who are well-versed in business operations certainly

know better than I that a company's length of existence does not necessarily haveknow better than I that a company's length of existence does not necessarily haveknow better than I that a company's length of existence does not necessarily haveknow better than I that a company's length of existence does not necessarily have

any bearing on its performance, efficiency, management and quality of service.  Forany bearing on its performance, efficiency, management and quality of service.  Forany bearing on its performance, efficiency, management and quality of service.  Forany bearing on its performance, efficiency, management and quality of service.  For

some companies, the longer they operate, the more efficient and reliable they wouldsome companies, the longer they operate, the more efficient and reliable they wouldsome companies, the longer they operate, the more efficient and reliable they wouldsome companies, the longer they operate, the more efficient and reliable they would

become.  But some others are quite to the contrary.  The longer they exist, the morebecome.  But some others are quite to the contrary.  The longer they exist, the morebecome.  But some others are quite to the contrary.  The longer they exist, the morebecome.  But some others are quite to the contrary.  The longer they exist, the more

bad habits they would acquire.  If such habits persist, then these companies arebad habits they would acquire.  If such habits persist, then these companies arebad habits they would acquire.  If such habits persist, then these companies arebad habits they would acquire.  If such habits persist, then these companies are

doomed to be knocked out.  If a company does not have a sound and proper system ofdoomed to be knocked out.  If a company does not have a sound and proper system ofdoomed to be knocked out.  If a company does not have a sound and proper system ofdoomed to be knocked out.  If a company does not have a sound and proper system of

administration as well as modernized methods of management, it will surely age andadministration as well as modernized methods of management, it will surely age andadministration as well as modernized methods of management, it will surely age andadministration as well as modernized methods of management, it will surely age and

die like any ordinary man does.  Society will demand its retirement.die like any ordinary man does.  Society will demand its retirement.die like any ordinary man does.  Society will demand its retirement.die like any ordinary man does.  Society will demand its retirement.

A close look at its performance in recent years, indeed, exposes a doddery CMBA close look at its performance in recent years, indeed, exposes a doddery CMBA close look at its performance in recent years, indeed, exposes a doddery CMBA close look at its performance in recent years, indeed, exposes a doddery CMB

with an awful lot of major and minor troubles.  In November 1989, workers of CMB,with an awful lot of major and minor troubles.  In November 1989, workers of CMB,with an awful lot of major and minor troubles.  In November 1989, workers of CMB,with an awful lot of major and minor troubles.  In November 1989, workers of CMB,

dissatisfied with their company's retirement scheme, staged a major strike whichdissatisfied with their company's retirement scheme, staged a major strike whichdissatisfied with their company's retirement scheme, staged a major strike whichdissatisfied with their company's retirement scheme, staged a major strike which

paralysed the traffic in Southern District.  It also uncovered CMB's chaotic andparalysed the traffic in Southern District.  It also uncovered CMB's chaotic andparalysed the traffic in Southern District.  It also uncovered CMB's chaotic andparalysed the traffic in Southern District.  It also uncovered CMB's chaotic and

backward system of management.  The NGAN family held fast to the ownership andbackward system of management.  The NGAN family held fast to the ownership andbackward system of management.  The NGAN family held fast to the ownership andbackward system of management.  The NGAN family held fast to the ownership and

management of CMB and had never released its management authority to the lower levels.management of CMB and had never released its management authority to the lower levels.management of CMB and had never released its management authority to the lower levels.management of CMB and had never released its management authority to the lower levels.

Each and every issue, whether big or small, had to be decided by the NGANs in theEach and every issue, whether big or small, had to be decided by the NGANs in theEach and every issue, whether big or small, had to be decided by the NGANs in theEach and every issue, whether big or small, had to be decided by the NGANs in the

Board.  Due attention was not paid to the conditions of service of the staff and theyBoard.  Due attention was not paid to the conditions of service of the staff and theyBoard.  Due attention was not paid to the conditions of service of the staff and theyBoard.  Due attention was not paid to the conditions of service of the staff and they

were exploited as far as their conditions of service and benefits were concerned.were exploited as far as their conditions of service and benefits were concerned.were exploited as far as their conditions of service and benefits were concerned.were exploited as far as their conditions of service and benefits were concerned.

This had resulted in an acute staff/management conflict.  Actually, CMB's backwardThis had resulted in an acute staff/management conflict.  Actually, CMB's backwardThis had resulted in an acute staff/management conflict.  Actually, CMB's backwardThis had resulted in an acute staff/management conflict.  Actually, CMB's backward

management and substandard services are closely related to the NGANs' inertia andmanagement and substandard services are closely related to the NGANs' inertia andmanagement and substandard services are closely related to the NGANs' inertia andmanagement and substandard services are closely related to the NGANs' inertia and

their short-sighted operating method which only takes care of their family interest.their short-sighted operating method which only takes care of their family interest.their short-sighted operating method which only takes care of their family interest.their short-sighted operating method which only takes care of their family interest.

All problems of CMB have adverse effect on the public.  In 1984, substandardAll problems of CMB have adverse effect on the public.  In 1984, substandardAll problems of CMB have adverse effect on the public.  In 1984, substandardAll problems of CMB have adverse effect on the public.  In 1984, substandard

maintenance of a CMB bus had resulted in a serious accident in Happy Valley.  Twomaintenance of a CMB bus had resulted in a serious accident in Happy Valley.  Twomaintenance of a CMB bus had resulted in a serious accident in Happy Valley.  Twomaintenance of a CMB bus had resulted in a serious accident in Happy Valley.  Two

years ago, money was stolen from fare boxes by CMB staff.  Just like elderly peopleyears ago, money was stolen from fare boxes by CMB staff.  Just like elderly peopleyears ago, money was stolen from fare boxes by CMB staff.  Just like elderly peopleyears ago, money was stolen from fare boxes by CMB staff.  Just like elderly people

suffering from physical infirmity, instances of CMB buses not running to schedulesuffering from physical infirmity, instances of CMB buses not running to schedulesuffering from physical infirmity, instances of CMB buses not running to schedulesuffering from physical infirmity, instances of CMB buses not running to schedule

occur everyday.  While these "geriatric troubles" are just minor problems to majoroccur everyday.  While these "geriatric troubles" are just minor problems to majoroccur everyday.  While these "geriatric troubles" are just minor problems to majoroccur everyday.  While these "geriatric troubles" are just minor problems to major

shareholders of CMB, they are really big problems to the Island's commuters.shareholders of CMB, they are really big problems to the Island's commuters.shareholders of CMB, they are really big problems to the Island's commuters.shareholders of CMB, they are really big problems to the Island's commuters.

Whenever there is a fare increase, the lowly citizens cannot help saying, "The fareWhenever there is a fare increase, the lowly citizens cannot help saying, "The fareWhenever there is a fare increase, the lowly citizens cannot help saying, "The fareWhenever there is a fare increase, the lowly citizens cannot help saying, "The fare

is getting higher but the service is getting worse." As bus services are a primaryis getting higher but the service is getting worse." As bus services are a primaryis getting higher but the service is getting worse." As bus services are a primaryis getting higher but the service is getting worse." As bus services are a primary

mode of public transport, are the present fares charged at a reasonable level?  Ismode of public transport, are the present fares charged at a reasonable level?  Ismode of public transport, are the present fares charged at a reasonable level?  Ismode of public transport, are the present fares charged at a reasonable level?  Is

there any direct link between fare increase and improvement in quality of service?there any direct link between fare increase and improvement in quality of service?there any direct link between fare increase and improvement in quality of service?there any direct link between fare increase and improvement in quality of service?

In the 12 years from 1980 to 1991, CMB has raised its fares eight times.  ThisIn the 12 years from 1980 to 1991, CMB has raised its fares eight times.  ThisIn the 12 years from 1980 to 1991, CMB has raised its fares eight times.  ThisIn the 12 years from 1980 to 1991, CMB has raised its fares eight times.  This

high frequency reached its peak between 1989 and 1991.  During these three years,high frequency reached its peak between 1989 and 1991.  During these three years,high frequency reached its peak between 1989 and 1991.  During these three years,high frequency reached its peak between 1989 and 1991.  During these three years,

CMB increased its fares annually with the maximum increase being 20% and the minimumCMB increased its fares annually with the maximum increase being 20% and the minimumCMB increased its fares annually with the maximum increase being 20% and the minimumCMB increased its fares annually with the maximum increase being 20% and the minimum



11%.  The average increase was 17%.  All these figures were higher than the11%.  The average increase was 17%.  All these figures were higher than the11%.  The average increase was 17%.  All these figures were higher than the11%.  The average increase was 17%.  All these figures were higher than the

respective inflation rates and wage increases in real terms in that period.  As busrespective inflation rates and wage increases in real terms in that period.  As busrespective inflation rates and wage increases in real terms in that period.  As busrespective inflation rates and wage increases in real terms in that period.  As bus

services are a most fundamental mode of public transport, any increase in bus faresservices are a most fundamental mode of public transport, any increase in bus faresservices are a most fundamental mode of public transport, any increase in bus faresservices are a most fundamental mode of public transport, any increase in bus fares

would not only add to the burden of its users but also push up fares of other modeswould not only add to the burden of its users but also push up fares of other modeswould not only add to the burden of its users but also push up fares of other modeswould not only add to the burden of its users but also push up fares of other modes

of transport, which in turn would increase people's travelling expenses.  In the end,of transport, which in turn would increase people's travelling expenses.  In the end,of transport, which in turn would increase people's travelling expenses.  In the end,of transport, which in turn would increase people's travelling expenses.  In the end,

the general public have to bear a higher cost of living.  The Government oftenthe general public have to bear a higher cost of living.  The Government oftenthe general public have to bear a higher cost of living.  The Government oftenthe general public have to bear a higher cost of living.  The Government often

stresses that wage increase is the No. l culprit for inflation.  But is it not truestresses that wage increase is the No. l culprit for inflation.  But is it not truestresses that wage increase is the No. l culprit for inflation.  But is it not truestresses that wage increase is the No. l culprit for inflation.  But is it not true

that wage increase is the result of high cost of living?  Indeed, curbing pricethat wage increase is the result of high cost of living?  Indeed, curbing pricethat wage increase is the result of high cost of living?  Indeed, curbing pricethat wage increase is the result of high cost of living?  Indeed, curbing price

increase of public utilities is a practical way to relieve inflation.  CMB's fareincrease of public utilities is a practical way to relieve inflation.  CMB's fareincrease of public utilities is a practical way to relieve inflation.  CMB's fareincrease of public utilities is a practical way to relieve inflation.  CMB's fare

increases, which far exceeded the inflation rate, were not driven by higher operatingincreases, which far exceeded the inflation rate, were not driven by higher operatingincreases, which far exceeded the inflation rate, were not driven by higher operatingincreases, which far exceeded the inflation rate, were not driven by higher operating

costs alone.  In fact, the increases were pegged to the permitted rate of return undercosts alone.  In fact, the increases were pegged to the permitted rate of return undercosts alone.  In fact, the increases were pegged to the permitted rate of return undercosts alone.  In fact, the increases were pegged to the permitted rate of return under

the Scheme of Control governing the franchise granted to CMB by the Government.the Scheme of Control governing the franchise granted to CMB by the Government.the Scheme of Control governing the franchise granted to CMB by the Government.the Scheme of Control governing the franchise granted to CMB by the Government.

The Scheme of Control allows CMB to enjoy a permitted return equivalent to 15%The Scheme of Control allows CMB to enjoy a permitted return equivalent to 15%The Scheme of Control allows CMB to enjoy a permitted return equivalent to 15%The Scheme of Control allows CMB to enjoy a permitted return equivalent to 15%

of its net fixed assets.  When the operating costs have been deducted from the fareof its net fixed assets.  When the operating costs have been deducted from the fareof its net fixed assets.  When the operating costs have been deducted from the fareof its net fixed assets.  When the operating costs have been deducted from the fare

income and the balance still falls short of the permitted level, the company may drawincome and the balance still falls short of the permitted level, the company may drawincome and the balance still falls short of the permitted level, the company may drawincome and the balance still falls short of the permitted level, the company may draw

on the CMB Development Fund to make up the difference.  If it is still not enough,on the CMB Development Fund to make up the difference.  If it is still not enough,on the CMB Development Fund to make up the difference.  If it is still not enough,on the CMB Development Fund to make up the difference.  If it is still not enough,

CMB may request for a fare increase. Generally, the increase not only restores theCMB may request for a fare increase. Generally, the increase not only restores theCMB may request for a fare increase. Generally, the increase not only restores theCMB may request for a fare increase. Generally, the increase not only restores the

permitted return to the operator, but also provides an injection to its Developmentpermitted return to the operator, but also provides an injection to its Developmentpermitted return to the operator, but also provides an injection to its Developmentpermitted return to the operator, but also provides an injection to its Development

Fund.  However, while the passenger figures of CMB have continued to fall since 1986,Fund.  However, while the passenger figures of CMB have continued to fall since 1986,Fund.  However, while the passenger figures of CMB have continued to fall since 1986,Fund.  However, while the passenger figures of CMB have continued to fall since 1986,

its net assets have steadily grown over the same period.  Naturally, the amount ofits net assets have steadily grown over the same period.  Naturally, the amount ofits net assets have steadily grown over the same period.  Naturally, the amount ofits net assets have steadily grown over the same period.  Naturally, the amount of

permitted return has gone up too.  As a result, the burden of each and every passengerpermitted return has gone up too.  As a result, the burden of each and every passengerpermitted return has gone up too.  As a result, the burden of each and every passengerpermitted return has gone up too.  As a result, the burden of each and every passenger

has become heavier.  There are many reasons for the decrease in patronage, the majorhas become heavier.  There are many reasons for the decrease in patronage, the majorhas become heavier.  There are many reasons for the decrease in patronage, the majorhas become heavier.  There are many reasons for the decrease in patronage, the major

reason undoubtedly being a decline in quality of service.  Nevertheless, thereason undoubtedly being a decline in quality of service.  Nevertheless, thereason undoubtedly being a decline in quality of service.  Nevertheless, thereason undoubtedly being a decline in quality of service.  Nevertheless, the

frequencies of MTR, minibuses and estate buses are indeed more reliable and theirfrequencies of MTR, minibuses and estate buses are indeed more reliable and theirfrequencies of MTR, minibuses and estate buses are indeed more reliable and theirfrequencies of MTR, minibuses and estate buses are indeed more reliable and their

services are more efficient than those of the buses.  At present, the general usersservices are more efficient than those of the buses.  At present, the general usersservices are more efficient than those of the buses.  At present, the general usersservices are more efficient than those of the buses.  At present, the general users

travel by bus partly because it provides the only direct service and partly becausetravel by bus partly because it provides the only direct service and partly becausetravel by bus partly because it provides the only direct service and partly becausetravel by bus partly because it provides the only direct service and partly because

bus fares are cheaper.  After all, bus service is the main choice for the lower incomebus fares are cheaper.  After all, bus service is the main choice for the lower incomebus fares are cheaper.  After all, bus service is the main choice for the lower incomebus fares are cheaper.  After all, bus service is the main choice for the lower income

people.  In the long term, however, it will only be marginally cheaper than otherpeople.  In the long term, however, it will only be marginally cheaper than otherpeople.  In the long term, however, it will only be marginally cheaper than otherpeople.  In the long term, however, it will only be marginally cheaper than other

modes of transport.  The frequent increases in bus fares in recent years have indeedmodes of transport.  The frequent increases in bus fares in recent years have indeedmodes of transport.  The frequent increases in bus fares in recent years have indeedmodes of transport.  The frequent increases in bus fares in recent years have indeed

narrowed the fare difference between the bus and other modes of transport.  I mustnarrowed the fare difference between the bus and other modes of transport.  I mustnarrowed the fare difference between the bus and other modes of transport.  I mustnarrowed the fare difference between the bus and other modes of transport.  I must

add that as CMB's accumulative Development Fund is getting smaller and smaller, itadd that as CMB's accumulative Development Fund is getting smaller and smaller, itadd that as CMB's accumulative Development Fund is getting smaller and smaller, itadd that as CMB's accumulative Development Fund is getting smaller and smaller, it

would not be possible to rely on the Fund alone to make up the permitted return.  So,would not be possible to rely on the Fund alone to make up the permitted return.  So,would not be possible to rely on the Fund alone to make up the permitted return.  So,would not be possible to rely on the Fund alone to make up the permitted return.  So,

it is necessary to effect substantial and frequent fare increases.  This will causeit is necessary to effect substantial and frequent fare increases.  This will causeit is necessary to effect substantial and frequent fare increases.  This will causeit is necessary to effect substantial and frequent fare increases.  This will cause

hardship to those commuters who have to count on bus services.hardship to those commuters who have to count on bus services.hardship to those commuters who have to count on bus services.hardship to those commuters who have to count on bus services.

Is there any direct relationship between fare increases and improvement to theIs there any direct relationship between fare increases and improvement to theIs there any direct relationship between fare increases and improvement to theIs there any direct relationship between fare increases and improvement to the

quality of bus service?  Under the existing policy, the annual profit of CMB almostquality of bus service?  Under the existing policy, the annual profit of CMB almostquality of bus service?  Under the existing policy, the annual profit of CMB almostquality of bus service?  Under the existing policy, the annual profit of CMB almost



amounts to 15% of its net fixed assets.  This has nothing to do with the standardamounts to 15% of its net fixed assets.  This has nothing to do with the standardamounts to 15% of its net fixed assets.  This has nothing to do with the standardamounts to 15% of its net fixed assets.  This has nothing to do with the standard

and quality of service provided and the change in patronage.  This ridiculousand quality of service provided and the change in patronage.  This ridiculousand quality of service provided and the change in patronage.  This ridiculousand quality of service provided and the change in patronage.  This ridiculous

phenomenon is entirely the result of the profits protection clause under the Schemephenomenon is entirely the result of the profits protection clause under the Schemephenomenon is entirely the result of the profits protection clause under the Schemephenomenon is entirely the result of the profits protection clause under the Scheme

of Control and the failure of the Government to impose strict and decisive measuresof Control and the failure of the Government to impose strict and decisive measuresof Control and the failure of the Government to impose strict and decisive measuresof Control and the failure of the Government to impose strict and decisive measures

in monitoring the public utility companies.in monitoring the public utility companies.in monitoring the public utility companies.in monitoring the public utility companies.

In approving an application for fare increase from CMB, the Administration In approving an application for fare increase from CMB, the Administration In approving an application for fare increase from CMB, the Administration In approving an application for fare increase from CMB, the Administration simplysimplysimplysimply

acts in accordance with the Scheme of Control Agreement (SCA).  In this connection,acts in accordance with the Scheme of Control Agreement (SCA).  In this connection,acts in accordance with the Scheme of Control Agreement (SCA).  In this connection,acts in accordance with the Scheme of Control Agreement (SCA).  In this connection,

quality of service is not a factor that has any effect on the annual permitted returnquality of service is not a factor that has any effect on the annual permitted returnquality of service is not a factor that has any effect on the annual permitted returnquality of service is not a factor that has any effect on the annual permitted return

of the company.  Unlike the mode of operation in the free market, there is no needof the company.  Unlike the mode of operation in the free market, there is no needof the company.  Unlike the mode of operation in the free market, there is no needof the company.  Unlike the mode of operation in the free market, there is no need

for CMB to improve its service, change its obsolete management to boost patronagefor CMB to improve its service, change its obsolete management to boost patronagefor CMB to improve its service, change its obsolete management to boost patronagefor CMB to improve its service, change its obsolete management to boost patronage

and enhance efficiency in order to go after maximum profit.  As a result, passengersand enhance efficiency in order to go after maximum profit.  As a result, passengersand enhance efficiency in order to go after maximum profit.  As a result, passengersand enhance efficiency in order to go after maximum profit.  As a result, passengers

are required to pay a higher fare and yet not provided with a better service in return.are required to pay a higher fare and yet not provided with a better service in return.are required to pay a higher fare and yet not provided with a better service in return.are required to pay a higher fare and yet not provided with a better service in return.

On the other hand, the Administration's supervision over public utility companiesOn the other hand, the Administration's supervision over public utility companiesOn the other hand, the Administration's supervision over public utility companiesOn the other hand, the Administration's supervision over public utility companies

has neither been tight nor thorough enough.  When there is a crisis, thehas neither been tight nor thorough enough.  When there is a crisis, thehas neither been tight nor thorough enough.  When there is a crisis, thehas neither been tight nor thorough enough.  When there is a crisis, the

Administration cannot intervene to protect the interest of the public.  Its powerAdministration cannot intervene to protect the interest of the public.  Its powerAdministration cannot intervene to protect the interest of the public.  Its powerAdministration cannot intervene to protect the interest of the public.  Its power

to monitor the bus companies is extremely limited.  At the policy-making level, theto monitor the bus companies is extremely limited.  At the policy-making level, theto monitor the bus companies is extremely limited.  At the policy-making level, theto monitor the bus companies is extremely limited.  At the policy-making level, the

Executive Council may veto any application for fare increase submitted by CMB andExecutive Council may veto any application for fare increase submitted by CMB andExecutive Council may veto any application for fare increase submitted by CMB andExecutive Council may veto any application for fare increase submitted by CMB and

the Governor may appoint two government representatives to the company's Board ofthe Governor may appoint two government representatives to the company's Board ofthe Governor may appoint two government representatives to the company's Board ofthe Governor may appoint two government representatives to the company's Board of

Directors.  Apparently, the power of the Executive Council seems very great in thisDirectors.  Apparently, the power of the Executive Council seems very great in thisDirectors.  Apparently, the power of the Executive Council seems very great in thisDirectors.  Apparently, the power of the Executive Council seems very great in this

respect; nevertheless, this power of veto has never been used.  As in the latter case,respect; nevertheless, this power of veto has never been used.  As in the latter case,respect; nevertheless, this power of veto has never been used.  As in the latter case,respect; nevertheless, this power of veto has never been used.  As in the latter case,

only two out of nine members of the Board are government representatives.  Moreover,only two out of nine members of the Board are government representatives.  Moreover,only two out of nine members of the Board are government representatives.  Moreover,only two out of nine members of the Board are government representatives.  Moreover,

they have to play two conflicting roles at the same time, that is, to act as CMBthey have to play two conflicting roles at the same time, that is, to act as CMBthey have to play two conflicting roles at the same time, that is, to act as CMBthey have to play two conflicting roles at the same time, that is, to act as CMB

directors on the one hand and representatives of the public on the other.  Althoughdirectors on the one hand and representatives of the public on the other.  Althoughdirectors on the one hand and representatives of the public on the other.  Althoughdirectors on the one hand and representatives of the public on the other.  Although

the OMELCO Standing Panel on Transport, Transport Advisory Committee and Transportthe OMELCO Standing Panel on Transport, Transport Advisory Committee and Transportthe OMELCO Standing Panel on Transport, Transport Advisory Committee and Transportthe OMELCO Standing Panel on Transport, Transport Advisory Committee and Transport

Department may offer advice to CMB, they are nonetheless regarded as advisory bodiesDepartment may offer advice to CMB, they are nonetheless regarded as advisory bodiesDepartment may offer advice to CMB, they are nonetheless regarded as advisory bodiesDepartment may offer advice to CMB, they are nonetheless regarded as advisory bodies

only by the company.  Whether such advice will be taken or implemented is entirelyonly by the company.  Whether such advice will be taken or implemented is entirelyonly by the company.  Whether such advice will be taken or implemented is entirelyonly by the company.  Whether such advice will be taken or implemented is entirely

up to CMB to decide.  Outside bodies do not have much influence on these internalup to CMB to decide.  Outside bodies do not have much influence on these internalup to CMB to decide.  Outside bodies do not have much influence on these internalup to CMB to decide.  Outside bodies do not have much influence on these internal

matters of the company.  A most vivid example is the CMB driver strike in 1989.  Aftermatters of the company.  A most vivid example is the CMB driver strike in 1989.  Aftermatters of the company.  A most vivid example is the CMB driver strike in 1989.  Aftermatters of the company.  A most vivid example is the CMB driver strike in 1989.  After

that incident, the OMELCO Transport Panel and Transport Department successfullythat incident, the OMELCO Transport Panel and Transport Department successfullythat incident, the OMELCO Transport Panel and Transport Department successfullythat incident, the OMELCO Transport Panel and Transport Department successfully

pressed CMB to employ the service of a consultant agency to look into the company'spressed CMB to employ the service of a consultant agency to look into the company'spressed CMB to employ the service of a consultant agency to look into the company'spressed CMB to employ the service of a consultant agency to look into the company's

management problems accumulated over past years.  Regrettably, CMB repeatedlymanagement problems accumulated over past years.  Regrettably, CMB repeatedlymanagement problems accumulated over past years.  Regrettably, CMB repeatedlymanagement problems accumulated over past years.  Regrettably, CMB repeatedly

deferred implementing the proposals of the report, including, for example, structuraldeferred implementing the proposals of the report, including, for example, structuraldeferred implementing the proposals of the report, including, for example, structuraldeferred implementing the proposals of the report, including, for example, structural

reform of its management, creation of the post of general manager, gradual transferreform of its management, creation of the post of general manager, gradual transferreform of its management, creation of the post of general manager, gradual transferreform of its management, creation of the post of general manager, gradual transfer

of power to lower levels and step-by-step detachment from the backward family-styleof power to lower levels and step-by-step detachment from the backward family-styleof power to lower levels and step-by-step detachment from the backward family-styleof power to lower levels and step-by-step detachment from the backward family-style

operation.  At first the NGAN family carried out a superficial reform in accordanceoperation.  At first the NGAN family carried out a superficial reform in accordanceoperation.  At first the NGAN family carried out a superficial reform in accordanceoperation.  At first the NGAN family carried out a superficial reform in accordance

with the consultancy report; yet they resumed day to day management only after a briefwith the consultancy report; yet they resumed day to day management only after a briefwith the consultancy report; yet they resumed day to day management only after a briefwith the consultancy report; yet they resumed day to day management only after a brief



period of time.  During the past two years, the Transport Department, OMELCOperiod of time.  During the past two years, the Transport Department, OMELCOperiod of time.  During the past two years, the Transport Department, OMELCOperiod of time.  During the past two years, the Transport Department, OMELCO

Transport Panel and Transport Advisory Committee have put in considerable effortsTransport Panel and Transport Advisory Committee have put in considerable effortsTransport Panel and Transport Advisory Committee have put in considerable effortsTransport Panel and Transport Advisory Committee have put in considerable efforts

with a view to improving the situation, but to no avail.  The most irritating thingwith a view to improving the situation, but to no avail.  The most irritating thingwith a view to improving the situation, but to no avail.  The most irritating thingwith a view to improving the situation, but to no avail.  The most irritating thing

is that, despite their awareness of the forthcoming expiry of the CMB franchise, theis that, despite their awareness of the forthcoming expiry of the CMB franchise, theis that, despite their awareness of the forthcoming expiry of the CMB franchise, theis that, despite their awareness of the forthcoming expiry of the CMB franchise, the

NGAN family are audacious enough to confront the Government and the public.  ThisNGAN family are audacious enough to confront the Government and the public.  ThisNGAN family are audacious enough to confront the Government and the public.  ThisNGAN family are audacious enough to confront the Government and the public.  This

situation reflects the Administration's ineffectiveness in monitoring CMB.  Undersituation reflects the Administration's ineffectiveness in monitoring CMB.  Undersituation reflects the Administration's ineffectiveness in monitoring CMB.  Undersituation reflects the Administration's ineffectiveness in monitoring CMB.  Under

such circumstances, how can the interest of the public be safeguarded?  CMB certainlysuch circumstances, how can the interest of the public be safeguarded?  CMB certainlysuch circumstances, how can the interest of the public be safeguarded?  CMB certainlysuch circumstances, how can the interest of the public be safeguarded?  CMB certainly

has its trump card -- the fleet of 1 000 buses.  Is it because of this that thehas its trump card -- the fleet of 1 000 buses.  Is it because of this that thehas its trump card -- the fleet of 1 000 buses.  Is it because of this that thehas its trump card -- the fleet of 1 000 buses.  Is it because of this that the

Government holds back from taking drastic action?  If CMB thinks so and thus triesGovernment holds back from taking drastic action?  If CMB thinks so and thus triesGovernment holds back from taking drastic action?  If CMB thinks so and thus triesGovernment holds back from taking drastic action?  If CMB thinks so and thus tries

to antagonize the Government and the public, and if the Government gives in and agreesto antagonize the Government and the public, and if the Government gives in and agreesto antagonize the Government and the public, and if the Government gives in and agreesto antagonize the Government and the public, and if the Government gives in and agrees

to extend the franchise for CMB under the terms of the 1975 agreement, then I am notto extend the franchise for CMB under the terms of the 1975 agreement, then I am notto extend the franchise for CMB under the terms of the 1975 agreement, then I am notto extend the franchise for CMB under the terms of the 1975 agreement, then I am not

at all optimistic about the quality of service and the fare level of CMB in future.at all optimistic about the quality of service and the fare level of CMB in future.at all optimistic about the quality of service and the fare level of CMB in future.at all optimistic about the quality of service and the fare level of CMB in future.

Regarding the management problems of CMB, I consider that it is necessary fRegarding the management problems of CMB, I consider that it is necessary fRegarding the management problems of CMB, I consider that it is necessary fRegarding the management problems of CMB, I consider that it is necessary forororor

me to listen to the views of various parties concerned, including those of the CMBme to listen to the views of various parties concerned, including those of the CMBme to listen to the views of various parties concerned, including those of the CMBme to listen to the views of various parties concerned, including those of the CMB

Board of Directors.  So I requested to have a meeting with Mr NGAN Shing-kwan butBoard of Directors.  So I requested to have a meeting with Mr NGAN Shing-kwan butBoard of Directors.  So I requested to have a meeting with Mr NGAN Shing-kwan butBoard of Directors.  So I requested to have a meeting with Mr NGAN Shing-kwan but

was advised by the Public Relations Manager of the company that Mr NGAN was away fromwas advised by the Public Relations Manager of the company that Mr NGAN was away fromwas advised by the Public Relations Manager of the company that Mr NGAN was away fromwas advised by the Public Relations Manager of the company that Mr NGAN was away from

Hong Kong. I then asked to meet other board members from the NGAN family but theyHong Kong. I then asked to meet other board members from the NGAN family but theyHong Kong. I then asked to meet other board members from the NGAN family but theyHong Kong. I then asked to meet other board members from the NGAN family but they

turned down my request.  This situation can only reflect one thing, that is, in theturned down my request.  This situation can only reflect one thing, that is, in theturned down my request.  This situation can only reflect one thing, that is, in theturned down my request.  This situation can only reflect one thing, that is, in the

eyes of the NGAN family, CMB is a "private family business" rather than aeyes of the NGAN family, CMB is a "private family business" rather than aeyes of the NGAN family, CMB is a "private family business" rather than aeyes of the NGAN family, CMB is a "private family business" rather than a

service-oriented public utility company.service-oriented public utility company.service-oriented public utility company.service-oriented public utility company.

The Hong Kong economic environment in the 1990s is obviously quite different fromThe Hong Kong economic environment in the 1990s is obviously quite different fromThe Hong Kong economic environment in the 1990s is obviously quite different fromThe Hong Kong economic environment in the 1990s is obviously quite different from

that in the 1970s.  Today, we need not concern too much about inadequate investment.that in the 1970s.  Today, we need not concern too much about inadequate investment.that in the 1970s.  Today, we need not concern too much about inadequate investment.that in the 1970s.  Today, we need not concern too much about inadequate investment.

As a matter of fact, Hong Kong is an international city where businessmen are alwaysAs a matter of fact, Hong Kong is an international city where businessmen are alwaysAs a matter of fact, Hong Kong is an international city where businessmen are alwaysAs a matter of fact, Hong Kong is an international city where businessmen are always

rather handsomely awarded for their investments.  It is therefore my view that therather handsomely awarded for their investments.  It is therefore my view that therather handsomely awarded for their investments.  It is therefore my view that therather handsomely awarded for their investments.  It is therefore my view that the

way of thinking of CMB is extremely naive.  I am convinced that with the agreementway of thinking of CMB is extremely naive.  I am convinced that with the agreementway of thinking of CMB is extremely naive.  I am convinced that with the agreementway of thinking of CMB is extremely naive.  I am convinced that with the agreement

on bus franchise suitably amended, people on Hong Kong Island could enjoy a betteron bus franchise suitably amended, people on Hong Kong Island could enjoy a betteron bus franchise suitably amended, people on Hong Kong Island could enjoy a betteron bus franchise suitably amended, people on Hong Kong Island could enjoy a better

provision of bus services.provision of bus services.provision of bus services.provision of bus services.

Inflation has always been our number one enemy.  But on the other hand, with aInflation has always been our number one enemy.  But on the other hand, with aInflation has always been our number one enemy.  But on the other hand, with aInflation has always been our number one enemy.  But on the other hand, with a

more and more open system of government and a gradual upsurge of civil rights, wemore and more open system of government and a gradual upsurge of civil rights, wemore and more open system of government and a gradual upsurge of civil rights, wemore and more open system of government and a gradual upsurge of civil rights, we

must embody the right of the public to monitor the performance of public utilitymust embody the right of the public to monitor the performance of public utilitymust embody the right of the public to monitor the performance of public utilitymust embody the right of the public to monitor the performance of public utility

companies.  As such, I believe that the terms and conditions governing the franchisecompanies.  As such, I believe that the terms and conditions governing the franchisecompanies.  As such, I believe that the terms and conditions governing the franchisecompanies.  As such, I believe that the terms and conditions governing the franchise

must be amended to facilitate developments in:must be amended to facilitate developments in:must be amended to facilitate developments in:must be amended to facilitate developments in:

(i)(i)(i)(i) curbing fare increase;curbing fare increase;curbing fare increase;curbing fare increase;



(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) establishing a tie between the company's profit margin andestablishing a tie between the company's profit margin andestablishing a tie between the company's profit margin andestablishing a tie between the company's profit margin and its business its business its business its business

condition;condition;condition;condition;

(iii)(iii)(iii)(iii) introducing an element of competition; andintroducing an element of competition; andintroducing an element of competition; andintroducing an element of competition; and

(iv)(iv)(iv)(iv) enhancing public and government monitoring of the company.enhancing public and government monitoring of the company.enhancing public and government monitoring of the company.enhancing public and government monitoring of the company.

My specific proposals are as follows:My specific proposals are as follows:My specific proposals are as follows:My specific proposals are as follows:

First, regarding the Scheme of Control, consideration could be given to First, regarding the Scheme of Control, consideration could be given to First, regarding the Scheme of Control, consideration could be given to First, regarding the Scheme of Control, consideration could be given to a totala totala totala total

deletion of all profit protection clauses in the SCA.  Another alternative is to amenddeletion of all profit protection clauses in the SCA.  Another alternative is to amenddeletion of all profit protection clauses in the SCA.  Another alternative is to amenddeletion of all profit protection clauses in the SCA.  Another alternative is to amend

the Scheme of Control such that the permitted return (15% of the net fixed assetsthe Scheme of Control such that the permitted return (15% of the net fixed assetsthe Scheme of Control such that the permitted return (15% of the net fixed assetsthe Scheme of Control such that the permitted return (15% of the net fixed assets

of the company) is replaced by a reasonable margin with upper and lower limits.  Theof the company) is replaced by a reasonable margin with upper and lower limits.  Theof the company) is replaced by a reasonable margin with upper and lower limits.  Theof the company) is replaced by a reasonable margin with upper and lower limits.  The

lower limit should be set at a return rate payable as if the shareholder capital islower limit should be set at a return rate payable as if the shareholder capital islower limit should be set at a return rate payable as if the shareholder capital islower limit should be set at a return rate payable as if the shareholder capital is

used for no-risk investments.  If the annual revenue derived from fare chargesused for no-risk investments.  If the annual revenue derived from fare chargesused for no-risk investments.  If the annual revenue derived from fare chargesused for no-risk investments.  If the annual revenue derived from fare charges

reaches the lower limit after deduction from it the profit for operating cost andreaches the lower limit after deduction from it the profit for operating cost andreaches the lower limit after deduction from it the profit for operating cost andreaches the lower limit after deduction from it the profit for operating cost and

the reserve for the Development Fund, no fare increase should be allowed.  If thethe reserve for the Development Fund, no fare increase should be allowed.  If thethe reserve for the Development Fund, no fare increase should be allowed.  If thethe reserve for the Development Fund, no fare increase should be allowed.  If the

profit exceeds the upper limit, then the amount exceeding the limit should go to theprofit exceeds the upper limit, then the amount exceeding the limit should go to theprofit exceeds the upper limit, then the amount exceeding the limit should go to theprofit exceeds the upper limit, then the amount exceeding the limit should go to the

Development Fund.  This method of calculation could, on the one hand, reduce the rateDevelopment Fund.  This method of calculation could, on the one hand, reduce the rateDevelopment Fund.  This method of calculation could, on the one hand, reduce the rateDevelopment Fund.  This method of calculation could, on the one hand, reduce the rate

of fare increase and on the other hand, establish a tie between the profit marginof fare increase and on the other hand, establish a tie between the profit marginof fare increase and on the other hand, establish a tie between the profit marginof fare increase and on the other hand, establish a tie between the profit margin

and the company's business condition, encourage shareholder investments, improveand the company's business condition, encourage shareholder investments, improveand the company's business condition, encourage shareholder investments, improveand the company's business condition, encourage shareholder investments, improve

operational efficiency, help provide better services, increase patronage and alsooperational efficiency, help provide better services, increase patronage and alsooperational efficiency, help provide better services, increase patronage and alsooperational efficiency, help provide better services, increase patronage and also

guarantee a certain profit to the shareholders.guarantee a certain profit to the shareholders.guarantee a certain profit to the shareholders.guarantee a certain profit to the shareholders.

Secondly, I am in favour of introducing an element of competition to end marketSecondly, I am in favour of introducing an element of competition to end marketSecondly, I am in favour of introducing an element of competition to end marketSecondly, I am in favour of introducing an element of competition to end market

monopoly by a particular operator.  Operational efficiency and provision of bettermonopoly by a particular operator.  Operational efficiency and provision of bettermonopoly by a particular operator.  Operational efficiency and provision of bettermonopoly by a particular operator.  Operational efficiency and provision of better

services could be achieved through competition.  A more fundamental reform is toservices could be achieved through competition.  A more fundamental reform is toservices could be achieved through competition.  A more fundamental reform is toservices could be achieved through competition.  A more fundamental reform is to

divide all franchised bus routes into certain route groups.  Each group shoulddivide all franchised bus routes into certain route groups.  Each group shoulddivide all franchised bus routes into certain route groups.  Each group shoulddivide all franchised bus routes into certain route groups.  Each group should

comprise some busy and more profitable routes and some less busy and hence lesscomprise some busy and more profitable routes and some less busy and hence lesscomprise some busy and more profitable routes and some less busy and hence lesscomprise some busy and more profitable routes and some less busy and hence less

profitable or may be even loss-incurring routes so that the operator may operate underprofitable or may be even loss-incurring routes so that the operator may operate underprofitable or may be even loss-incurring routes so that the operator may operate underprofitable or may be even loss-incurring routes so that the operator may operate under

a viable condition.  All route groups should be granted through open bidding.  Therea viable condition.  All route groups should be granted through open bidding.  Therea viable condition.  All route groups should be granted through open bidding.  Therea viable condition.  All route groups should be granted through open bidding.  There

should not be any guarantee on profit, as in the case of the existing franchised busshould not be any guarantee on profit, as in the case of the existing franchised busshould not be any guarantee on profit, as in the case of the existing franchised busshould not be any guarantee on profit, as in the case of the existing franchised bus

route 12A to McDonnell Road.  If the approach of "introducing competition to endroute 12A to McDonnell Road.  If the approach of "introducing competition to endroute 12A to McDonnell Road.  If the approach of "introducing competition to endroute 12A to McDonnell Road.  If the approach of "introducing competition to end

monopolization" is adopted, then the monitoring organization can be more thoroughmonopolization" is adopted, then the monitoring organization can be more thoroughmonopolization" is adopted, then the monitoring organization can be more thoroughmonopolization" is adopted, then the monitoring organization can be more thorough

in exercising its power and push the operators to conduct necessary reforms.  Letin exercising its power and push the operators to conduct necessary reforms.  Letin exercising its power and push the operators to conduct necessary reforms.  Letin exercising its power and push the operators to conduct necessary reforms.  Let

us imagine, if there are already a number of franchised bus companies of considerableus imagine, if there are already a number of franchised bus companies of considerableus imagine, if there are already a number of franchised bus companies of considerableus imagine, if there are already a number of franchised bus companies of considerable

size on Hong Kong Island which may readily substitute CMB, can the latter still insistsize on Hong Kong Island which may readily substitute CMB, can the latter still insistsize on Hong Kong Island which may readily substitute CMB, can the latter still insistsize on Hong Kong Island which may readily substitute CMB, can the latter still insist

on running contrary to the views of the public?on running contrary to the views of the public?on running contrary to the views of the public?on running contrary to the views of the public?



Thirdly, as CMB has often been complained in recent years (for example, busesThirdly, as CMB has often been complained in recent years (for example, busesThirdly, as CMB has often been complained in recent years (for example, busesThirdly, as CMB has often been complained in recent years (for example, buses

not running to schedules), Transport Department has to conduct investigationsnot running to schedules), Transport Department has to conduct investigationsnot running to schedules), Transport Department has to conduct investigationsnot running to schedules), Transport Department has to conduct investigations

frequently to monitor the standard of its services.  It is quite unreasonable, Ifrequently to monitor the standard of its services.  It is quite unreasonable, Ifrequently to monitor the standard of its services.  It is quite unreasonable, Ifrequently to monitor the standard of its services.  It is quite unreasonable, I

should say, that the substantial government resources involved in such monitoringshould say, that the substantial government resources involved in such monitoringshould say, that the substantial government resources involved in such monitoringshould say, that the substantial government resources involved in such monitoring

have to be paid from public moneys.  Therefore, I suggest that reference should behave to be paid from public moneys.  Therefore, I suggest that reference should behave to be paid from public moneys.  Therefore, I suggest that reference should behave to be paid from public moneys.  Therefore, I suggest that reference should be

made to the practice adopted by the Housing Authority in the "Private Sectormade to the practice adopted by the Housing Authority in the "Private Sectormade to the practice adopted by the Housing Authority in the "Private Sectormade to the practice adopted by the Housing Authority in the "Private Sector

Participation Scheme", under which the cost of engaging site surveyors is borne byParticipation Scheme", under which the cost of engaging site surveyors is borne byParticipation Scheme", under which the cost of engaging site surveyors is borne byParticipation Scheme", under which the cost of engaging site surveyors is borne by

developers.  This means that franchised bus companies, under the new franchiseddevelopers.  This means that franchised bus companies, under the new franchiseddevelopers.  This means that franchised bus companies, under the new franchiseddevelopers.  This means that franchised bus companies, under the new franchised

agreement, will have to pay an annual levy to the Transport Department to coveragreement, will have to pay an annual levy to the Transport Department to coveragreement, will have to pay an annual levy to the Transport Department to coveragreement, will have to pay an annual levy to the Transport Department to cover

expenses incurred from monitoring bus services.expenses incurred from monitoring bus services.expenses incurred from monitoring bus services.expenses incurred from monitoring bus services.

Fourthly, in case the general public are affected as a result of the franchisedFourthly, in case the general public are affected as a result of the franchisedFourthly, in case the general public are affected as a result of the franchisedFourthly, in case the general public are affected as a result of the franchised

bus companies' maladministration and their failure to provide services in accordancebus companies' maladministration and their failure to provide services in accordancebus companies' maladministration and their failure to provide services in accordancebus companies' maladministration and their failure to provide services in accordance

with the franchise agreement, (for example, the strike in 1989 and CMB's mismanagementwith the franchise agreement, (for example, the strike in 1989 and CMB's mismanagementwith the franchise agreement, (for example, the strike in 1989 and CMB's mismanagementwith the franchise agreement, (for example, the strike in 1989 and CMB's mismanagement

of its provident fund scheme) the companies should be penalized.  The loophole inof its provident fund scheme) the companies should be penalized.  The loophole inof its provident fund scheme) the companies should be penalized.  The loophole inof its provident fund scheme) the companies should be penalized.  The loophole in

the existing legislation is that any fine imposed on a bus company may add to thethe existing legislation is that any fine imposed on a bus company may add to thethe existing legislation is that any fine imposed on a bus company may add to thethe existing legislation is that any fine imposed on a bus company may add to the

operating costs of the company; so in the end it will still be the public who areoperating costs of the company; so in the end it will still be the public who areoperating costs of the company; so in the end it will still be the public who areoperating costs of the company; so in the end it will still be the public who are

to bear the burden.  I suggest that a penalty clause should be included in theto bear the burden.  I suggest that a penalty clause should be included in theto bear the burden.  I suggest that a penalty clause should be included in theto bear the burden.  I suggest that a penalty clause should be included in the

agreement, specifically providing for the situations under which franchised busagreement, specifically providing for the situations under which franchised busagreement, specifically providing for the situations under which franchised busagreement, specifically providing for the situations under which franchised bus

companies should pay the penalty.  As for enforcement, Transport Department may takecompanies should pay the penalty.  As for enforcement, Transport Department may takecompanies should pay the penalty.  As for enforcement, Transport Department may takecompanies should pay the penalty.  As for enforcement, Transport Department may take

up the responsibility.  Also, the fine should not be included in the operating costsup the responsibility.  Also, the fine should not be included in the operating costsup the responsibility.  Also, the fine should not be included in the operating costsup the responsibility.  Also, the fine should not be included in the operating costs

but should be deducted from the profits for shareholders.but should be deducted from the profits for shareholders.but should be deducted from the profits for shareholders.but should be deducted from the profits for shareholders.

Fifthly, to ensure that the public are provided with reliable and better busFifthly, to ensure that the public are provided with reliable and better busFifthly, to ensure that the public are provided with reliable and better busFifthly, to ensure that the public are provided with reliable and better bus

services, the Government should carefully and critically select those bus companiesservices, the Government should carefully and critically select those bus companiesservices, the Government should carefully and critically select those bus companiesservices, the Government should carefully and critically select those bus companies

that have proper systems of management and modernized methods of operation beforethat have proper systems of management and modernized methods of operation beforethat have proper systems of management and modernized methods of operation beforethat have proper systems of management and modernized methods of operation before

entering into any new franchise agreement.entering into any new franchise agreement.entering into any new franchise agreement.entering into any new franchise agreement.

Sixthly, there exists another loophole in the present bus franchise agreementSixthly, there exists another loophole in the present bus franchise agreementSixthly, there exists another loophole in the present bus franchise agreementSixthly, there exists another loophole in the present bus franchise agreement

which provides that the Government should not grant any two substantially overlappingwhich provides that the Government should not grant any two substantially overlappingwhich provides that the Government should not grant any two substantially overlappingwhich provides that the Government should not grant any two substantially overlapping

routes to different companies.  This has limited the capability of the Transportroutes to different companies.  This has limited the capability of the Transportroutes to different companies.  This has limited the capability of the Transportroutes to different companies.  This has limited the capability of the Transport

Branch or the Transport Department in inviting more companies to operate a new route,Branch or the Transport Department in inviting more companies to operate a new route,Branch or the Transport Department in inviting more companies to operate a new route,Branch or the Transport Department in inviting more companies to operate a new route,

thus denying the public of the quality service which they should have enjoyed in athus denying the public of the quality service which they should have enjoyed in athus denying the public of the quality service which they should have enjoyed in athus denying the public of the quality service which they should have enjoyed in a

competitive market.  I am therefore of the view that review should be taken in thiscompetitive market.  I am therefore of the view that review should be taken in thiscompetitive market.  I am therefore of the view that review should be taken in thiscompetitive market.  I am therefore of the view that review should be taken in this

regard before new agreements are entered into by the Government.regard before new agreements are entered into by the Government.regard before new agreements are entered into by the Government.regard before new agreements are entered into by the Government.

All these are just my initial proposals.  I suggest that their feasibility andAll these are just my initial proposals.  I suggest that their feasibility andAll these are just my initial proposals.  I suggest that their feasibility andAll these are just my initial proposals.  I suggest that their feasibility and

possible consequences should be examined in detail.  Since over 1 million people willpossible consequences should be examined in detail.  Since over 1 million people willpossible consequences should be examined in detail.  Since over 1 million people willpossible consequences should be examined in detail.  Since over 1 million people will



be affected by the bus service on the Island, and despite the expiry date for thebe affected by the bus service on the Island, and despite the expiry date for thebe affected by the bus service on the Island, and despite the expiry date for thebe affected by the bus service on the Island, and despite the expiry date for the

bus franchise on the Island being 31 August 1993, we have in fact very little timebus franchise on the Island being 31 August 1993, we have in fact very little timebus franchise on the Island being 31 August 1993, we have in fact very little timebus franchise on the Island being 31 August 1993, we have in fact very little time

left because any change or improvement to the franchise agreement has to be made beforeleft because any change or improvement to the franchise agreement has to be made beforeleft because any change or improvement to the franchise agreement has to be made beforeleft because any change or improvement to the franchise agreement has to be made before

31 August 1992.31 August 1992.31 August 1992.31 August 1992.

I hope that the Transport Branch, after consulting this Council and the public,I hope that the Transport Branch, after consulting this Council and the public,I hope that the Transport Branch, after consulting this Council and the public,I hope that the Transport Branch, after consulting this Council and the public,

will, as soon as possible, negotiate with the CMB and any other interested companieswill, as soon as possible, negotiate with the CMB and any other interested companieswill, as soon as possible, negotiate with the CMB and any other interested companieswill, as soon as possible, negotiate with the CMB and any other interested companies

regarding the provision of franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  I also hoperegarding the provision of franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  I also hoperegarding the provision of franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  I also hoperegarding the provision of franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  I also hope

that this Council and the public will be consulted and their views taken into fullthat this Council and the public will be consulted and their views taken into fullthat this Council and the public will be consulted and their views taken into fullthat this Council and the public will be consulted and their views taken into full

account before the Government embarks on the negotiation.account before the Government embarks on the negotiation.account before the Government embarks on the negotiation.account before the Government embarks on the negotiation.

Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.

MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, ever since the massive strike by China MotorMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, ever since the massive strike by China MotorMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, ever since the massive strike by China MotorMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, ever since the massive strike by China Motor

Bus drivers in November 1989, the sound management of that company has been calledBus drivers in November 1989, the sound management of that company has been calledBus drivers in November 1989, the sound management of that company has been calledBus drivers in November 1989, the sound management of that company has been called

to question and has come under increasing public scrutiny.  As a result, public andto question and has come under increasing public scrutiny.  As a result, public andto question and has come under increasing public scrutiny.  As a result, public andto question and has come under increasing public scrutiny.  As a result, public and

media pressure have built up on the Government, represented in person by themedia pressure have built up on the Government, represented in person by themedia pressure have built up on the Government, represented in person by themedia pressure have built up on the Government, represented in person by the

Commissioner for Transport on the company's board, to increase its supervision ofCommissioner for Transport on the company's board, to increase its supervision ofCommissioner for Transport on the company's board, to increase its supervision ofCommissioner for Transport on the company's board, to increase its supervision of

the running of the company so that the public interest can be adequately protected.the running of the company so that the public interest can be adequately protected.the running of the company so that the public interest can be adequately protected.the running of the company so that the public interest can be adequately protected.

As a member of the OMELCO Transport Panel, I and my colleagues have been regularlyAs a member of the OMELCO Transport Panel, I and my colleagues have been regularlyAs a member of the OMELCO Transport Panel, I and my colleagues have been regularlyAs a member of the OMELCO Transport Panel, I and my colleagues have been regularly

briefed on the progress of the company, in particular the management review conductedbriefed on the progress of the company, in particular the management review conductedbriefed on the progress of the company, in particular the management review conductedbriefed on the progress of the company, in particular the management review conducted

by Peat Marwick with detailed recommendations as to how the management can be andby Peat Marwick with detailed recommendations as to how the management can be andby Peat Marwick with detailed recommendations as to how the management can be andby Peat Marwick with detailed recommendations as to how the management can be and

should be improved in such a way as to bring its service up to a standard in lineshould be improved in such a way as to bring its service up to a standard in lineshould be improved in such a way as to bring its service up to a standard in lineshould be improved in such a way as to bring its service up to a standard in line

with public expectations.  Up to now I understand that in spite of the fact that somewith public expectations.  Up to now I understand that in spite of the fact that somewith public expectations.  Up to now I understand that in spite of the fact that somewith public expectations.  Up to now I understand that in spite of the fact that some

of the recommendations have been adopted, the out-dated and stubborn attitude thatof the recommendations have been adopted, the out-dated and stubborn attitude thatof the recommendations have been adopted, the out-dated and stubborn attitude thatof the recommendations have been adopted, the out-dated and stubborn attitude that

has characterized the senior management of the company has remained, and improvementshas characterized the senior management of the company has remained, and improvementshas characterized the senior management of the company has remained, and improvementshas characterized the senior management of the company has remained, and improvements

that are long overdue are yet to be realized.that are long overdue are yet to be realized.that are long overdue are yet to be realized.that are long overdue are yet to be realized.

Figures over the last four years on staff shortage, staff per licensed bus, busFigures over the last four years on staff shortage, staff per licensed bus, busFigures over the last four years on staff shortage, staff per licensed bus, busFigures over the last four years on staff shortage, staff per licensed bus, bus

defects per bus examination, bus accidents per million vehicle-km, and customerdefects per bus examination, bus accidents per million vehicle-km, and customerdefects per bus examination, bus accidents per million vehicle-km, and customerdefects per bus examination, bus accidents per million vehicle-km, and customer

complaints, have consistently illustrated that CMB's performance lags far behind KMBcomplaints, have consistently illustrated that CMB's performance lags far behind KMBcomplaints, have consistently illustrated that CMB's performance lags far behind KMBcomplaints, have consistently illustrated that CMB's performance lags far behind KMB

(appendix).  My personal view is that in the  last  few  years  far  too much public(appendix).  My personal view is that in the  last  few  years  far  too much public(appendix).  My personal view is that in the  last  few  years  far  too much public(appendix).  My personal view is that in the  last  few  years  far  too much public

resources have been spent on the monitoring of the China Motor Bus Company.  In factresources have been spent on the monitoring of the China Motor Bus Company.  In factresources have been spent on the monitoring of the China Motor Bus Company.  In factresources have been spent on the monitoring of the China Motor Bus Company.  In fact

efforts spent have strayed beyond simply monitoring. The Administration, theefforts spent have strayed beyond simply monitoring. The Administration, theefforts spent have strayed beyond simply monitoring. The Administration, theefforts spent have strayed beyond simply monitoring. The Administration, the

Transport Advisory Committee, and the OMELCO Transport Panel and the district boardsTransport Advisory Committee, and the OMELCO Transport Panel and the district boardsTransport Advisory Committee, and the OMELCO Transport Panel and the district boardsTransport Advisory Committee, and the OMELCO Transport Panel and the district boards

of Hong Kong Island have all contributed ideas and suggestions, which they all hopeof Hong Kong Island have all contributed ideas and suggestions, which they all hopeof Hong Kong Island have all contributed ideas and suggestions, which they all hopeof Hong Kong Island have all contributed ideas and suggestions, which they all hope



would help to improve the various unsatisfactory aspects of the company.  CMB is awould help to improve the various unsatisfactory aspects of the company.  CMB is awould help to improve the various unsatisfactory aspects of the company.  CMB is awould help to improve the various unsatisfactory aspects of the company.  CMB is a

commercial enterprise, albeit with a very wide consumer base, and it is nobody else'scommercial enterprise, albeit with a very wide consumer base, and it is nobody else'scommercial enterprise, albeit with a very wide consumer base, and it is nobody else'scommercial enterprise, albeit with a very wide consumer base, and it is nobody else's

business but its own to come up with measures to meet the demands and requirementsbusiness but its own to come up with measures to meet the demands and requirementsbusiness but its own to come up with measures to meet the demands and requirementsbusiness but its own to come up with measures to meet the demands and requirements

of its customers within the realms of viability.  The problem is that the existingof its customers within the realms of viability.  The problem is that the existingof its customers within the realms of viability.  The problem is that the existingof its customers within the realms of viability.  The problem is that the existing

franchise does not offer for the usual market mechanisms to work as check and balance.franchise does not offer for the usual market mechanisms to work as check and balance.franchise does not offer for the usual market mechanisms to work as check and balance.franchise does not offer for the usual market mechanisms to work as check and balance.

Its de facto exclusivity has become a shield to protect the operator from competitionIts de facto exclusivity has become a shield to protect the operator from competitionIts de facto exclusivity has become a shield to protect the operator from competitionIts de facto exclusivity has become a shield to protect the operator from competition

and comparison, while the Scheme of Control is perceived and criticized as a guaranteeand comparison, while the Scheme of Control is perceived and criticized as a guaranteeand comparison, while the Scheme of Control is perceived and criticized as a guaranteeand comparison, while the Scheme of Control is perceived and criticized as a guarantee

of profits against the interest of the passengers.of profits against the interest of the passengers.of profits against the interest of the passengers.of profits against the interest of the passengers.

The expiry of the present franchise in 1993 is the earliest available opportunityThe expiry of the present franchise in 1993 is the earliest available opportunityThe expiry of the present franchise in 1993 is the earliest available opportunityThe expiry of the present franchise in 1993 is the earliest available opportunity

that the present situation can be changed, and the public would expect thethat the present situation can be changed, and the public would expect thethat the present situation can be changed, and the public would expect thethat the present situation can be changed, and the public would expect the

Administration to use this opportunity well, by taking into consideration all theAdministration to use this opportunity well, by taking into consideration all theAdministration to use this opportunity well, by taking into consideration all theAdministration to use this opportunity well, by taking into consideration all the

views that have been put forward by the various channels of consultation availableviews that have been put forward by the various channels of consultation availableviews that have been put forward by the various channels of consultation availableviews that have been put forward by the various channels of consultation available

to it so far, and to examine closely the many useful and positive suggestions voicedto it so far, and to examine closely the many useful and positive suggestions voicedto it so far, and to examine closely the many useful and positive suggestions voicedto it so far, and to examine closely the many useful and positive suggestions voiced

in this debate before deciding on the policy of bus franchise for Hong Kong Islandin this debate before deciding on the policy of bus franchise for Hong Kong Islandin this debate before deciding on the policy of bus franchise for Hong Kong Islandin this debate before deciding on the policy of bus franchise for Hong Kong Island

beyond September 1993.beyond September 1993.beyond September 1993.beyond September 1993.

I believe the solution lies in the introduction of competitive tendering for someI believe the solution lies in the introduction of competitive tendering for someI believe the solution lies in the introduction of competitive tendering for someI believe the solution lies in the introduction of competitive tendering for some

of the routes, so that a second operator can be allowed onto the market to pose theof the routes, so that a second operator can be allowed onto the market to pose theof the routes, so that a second operator can be allowed onto the market to pose theof the routes, so that a second operator can be allowed onto the market to pose the

competition that is needed to stimulate performance of the existing franchisee.  Incompetition that is needed to stimulate performance of the existing franchisee.  Incompetition that is needed to stimulate performance of the existing franchisee.  Incompetition that is needed to stimulate performance of the existing franchisee.  In

removing the exclusivity, the need for a Scheme of Control is also removed, and theremoving the exclusivity, the need for a Scheme of Control is also removed, and theremoving the exclusivity, the need for a Scheme of Control is also removed, and theremoving the exclusivity, the need for a Scheme of Control is also removed, and the

question of guarantee profit no longer applies.  While a lot of thought has to goquestion of guarantee profit no longer applies.  While a lot of thought has to goquestion of guarantee profit no longer applies.  While a lot of thought has to goquestion of guarantee profit no longer applies.  While a lot of thought has to go

into how the packages of routes should be designed to enable both operators to makeinto how the packages of routes should be designed to enable both operators to makeinto how the packages of routes should be designed to enable both operators to makeinto how the packages of routes should be designed to enable both operators to make

a profit, it is important to ensure that approval of fare increase remains in thea profit, it is important to ensure that approval of fare increase remains in thea profit, it is important to ensure that approval of fare increase remains in thea profit, it is important to ensure that approval of fare increase remains in the

hands of the Government.  This is consistent with prevailing practice.hands of the Government.  This is consistent with prevailing practice.hands of the Government.  This is consistent with prevailing practice.hands of the Government.  This is consistent with prevailing practice.

In addition, monitoring by the Government must bIn addition, monitoring by the Government must bIn addition, monitoring by the Government must bIn addition, monitoring by the Government must be improved by imposing more ofe improved by imposing more ofe improved by imposing more ofe improved by imposing more of

the task of reporting on the franchisees.  In other words regulatory supervision onthe task of reporting on the franchisees.  In other words regulatory supervision onthe task of reporting on the franchisees.  In other words regulatory supervision onthe task of reporting on the franchisees.  In other words regulatory supervision on

operational matters such as with other forms of public transport operating withoperational matters such as with other forms of public transport operating withoperational matters such as with other forms of public transport operating withoperational matters such as with other forms of public transport operating with

non-exclusive franchise has to be done on the initiative and at the cost of thenon-exclusive franchise has to be done on the initiative and at the cost of thenon-exclusive franchise has to be done on the initiative and at the cost of thenon-exclusive franchise has to be done on the initiative and at the cost of the

franchisees, and undertaken or audited by a third party that can be relied upon tofranchisees, and undertaken or audited by a third party that can be relied upon tofranchisees, and undertaken or audited by a third party that can be relied upon tofranchisees, and undertaken or audited by a third party that can be relied upon to

ensure the accuracy and integrity of the reports.  Such arrangement can saveensure the accuracy and integrity of the reports.  Such arrangement can saveensure the accuracy and integrity of the reports.  Such arrangement can saveensure the accuracy and integrity of the reports.  Such arrangement can save

considerable public resources which are currently employed to do the job.  It couldconsiderable public resources which are currently employed to do the job.  It couldconsiderable public resources which are currently employed to do the job.  It couldconsiderable public resources which are currently employed to do the job.  It could

mean quite substantial saving on surveys conducted by the Transport Department, whichmean quite substantial saving on surveys conducted by the Transport Department, whichmean quite substantial saving on surveys conducted by the Transport Department, whichmean quite substantial saving on surveys conducted by the Transport Department, which

has been deploying much manpower and resources to this task, particularly in thesehas been deploying much manpower and resources to this task, particularly in thesehas been deploying much manpower and resources to this task, particularly in thesehas been deploying much manpower and resources to this task, particularly in these

last few years when public accountability has placed an increasing burden on thelast few years when public accountability has placed an increasing burden on thelast few years when public accountability has placed an increasing burden on thelast few years when public accountability has placed an increasing burden on the

responsible officials.responsible officials.responsible officials.responsible officials.



Further, the Administration should take this opportunity to abolish officialFurther, the Administration should take this opportunity to abolish officialFurther, the Administration should take this opportunity to abolish officialFurther, the Administration should take this opportunity to abolish official

representation on the boards of these franchised companies so that its authority andrepresentation on the boards of these franchised companies so that its authority andrepresentation on the boards of these franchised companies so that its authority andrepresentation on the boards of these franchised companies so that its authority and

responsibility as a monitor of public interest is not seen to be compromised in anyresponsibility as a monitor of public interest is not seen to be compromised in anyresponsibility as a monitor of public interest is not seen to be compromised in anyresponsibility as a monitor of public interest is not seen to be compromised in any

way.way.way.way.

Mr Deputy President, I support Mr LEE's motion.Mr Deputy President, I support Mr LEE's motion.Mr Deputy President, I support Mr LEE's motion.Mr Deputy President, I support Mr LEE's motion.

AppendixAppendixAppendixAppendix

CMB and KMBCMB and KMBCMB and KMBCMB and KMB

Some comparisonsSome comparisonsSome comparisonsSome comparisons

CMBCMBCMBCMB KMBKMBKMBKMB

Oct - DecOct - DecOct - DecOct - Dec Jan - JunJan - JunJan - JunJan - Jun Oct - DecOct - DecOct - DecOct - Dec Jan - JunJan - JunJan - JunJan - Jun

1990199019901990 1991199119911991 1990199019901990 1991199119911991

1.1.1.1. Staff shortageStaff shortageStaff shortageStaff shortage

---- driversdriversdriversdrivers 57575757 68686868 186186186186 330330330330

(establishment)(establishment)(establishment)(establishment) (1 45(1 45(1 45(1 450)0)0)0) (1 450)(1 450)(1 450)(1 450) (5 762)(5 762)(5 762)(5 762) (5 920)(5 920)(5 920)(5 920)

---- maintenance staffmaintenance staffmaintenance staffmaintenance staff 113113113113 121121121121 23232323 46464646

(establishment)(establishment)(establishment)(establishment) (1 135)(1 135)(1 135)(1 135) (1 135)(1 135)(1 135)(1 135) (2 753)(2 753)(2 753)(2 753) (2 643)(2 643)(2 643)(2 643)

---- management staffmanagement staffmanagement staffmanagement staff 14141414 11111111 18181818 28282828

(establishment)(establishment)(establishment)(establishment) (195)(195)(195)(195) (195)(195)(195)(195) (2 316)(2 316)(2 316)(2 316) (2 282)(2 282)(2 282)(2 282)

2.2.2.2. Staff per licensed busStaff per licensed busStaff per licensed busStaff per licensed bus

---- driversdriversdriversdrivers 1.481.481.481.48 1.511.511.511.51 1.941.941.941.94 1.901.901.901.90

---- maintemaintemaintemaintenance staffnance staffnance staffnance staff 1.061.061.061.06 1.101.101.101.10 0.950.950.950.95 0.880.880.880.88

---- management staffmanagement staffmanagement staffmanagement staff 0.190.190.190.19 0.200.200.200.20 0.770.770.770.77 0.770.770.770.77

    CMB    CMB    CMB    CMB     KMB    KMB    KMB    KMB

Jan - JunJan - JunJan - JunJan - Jun Jan - JunJan - JunJan - JunJan - Jun

1988198819881988 1989198919891989 1990199019901990 1991199119911991 1988198819881988 1989198919891989 1990199019901990 1991199119911991



3.3.3.3. Bus defectsBus defectsBus defectsBus defects

no. of defects perno. of defects perno. of defects perno. of defects per 7.097.097.097.09 5.965.965.965.96 6.286.286.286.28 5.525.525.525.52 5.835.835.835.83 4.564.564.564.56 4.914.914.914.91

5.185.185.185.18

bus examinatiobus examinatiobus examinatiobus examinationnnn

4.4.4.4. Bus accidentsBus accidentsBus accidentsBus accidents

per millionper millionper millionper million 8.808.808.808.80 7.407.407.407.40 7.507.507.507.50 6.706.706.706.70 4.964.964.964.96 4.694.694.694.69 4.554.554.554.55 4.304.304.304.30

vehicle-kmvehicle-kmvehicle-kmvehicle-km

5.5.5.5. Customer complaintsCustomer complaintsCustomer complaintsCustomer complaints

no. of complaintsno. of complaintsno. of complaintsno. of complaints 2.342.342.342.34 2.332.332.332.33 1.971.971.971.97 2.032.032.032.03 0.930.930.930.93 1.451.451.451.45 1.251.251.251.25

1.351.351.351.35

per million passengersper million passengersper million passengersper million passengers

MR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the old days, businessmen usedMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the old days, businessmen usedMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the old days, businessmen usedMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the old days, businessmen used

to talk about "making a small investment to bring a ten-thousand-fold profit".  Thisto talk about "making a small investment to bring a ten-thousand-fold profit".  Thisto talk about "making a small investment to bring a ten-thousand-fold profit".  Thisto talk about "making a small investment to bring a ten-thousand-fold profit".  This

was particularly true in the case of major public utility companies which were awardedwas particularly true in the case of major public utility companies which were awardedwas particularly true in the case of major public utility companies which were awardedwas particularly true in the case of major public utility companies which were awarded

renewable franchise agreements and promised an annual profit by the Government whorenewable franchise agreements and promised an annual profit by the Government whorenewable franchise agreements and promised an annual profit by the Government whorenewable franchise agreements and promised an annual profit by the Government who

feared that no one would be interested in operating the utilities.  However, timefeared that no one would be interested in operating the utilities.  However, timefeared that no one would be interested in operating the utilities.  However, timefeared that no one would be interested in operating the utilities.  However, time

has changed.  As Hong Kong's economy flourishes, more and more consortia preparedhas changed.  As Hong Kong's economy flourishes, more and more consortia preparedhas changed.  As Hong Kong's economy flourishes, more and more consortia preparedhas changed.  As Hong Kong's economy flourishes, more and more consortia prepared

to bear the risk of investment have emerged.  Coupled with heightened publicto bear the risk of investment have emerged.  Coupled with heightened publicto bear the risk of investment have emerged.  Coupled with heightened publicto bear the risk of investment have emerged.  Coupled with heightened public

consciousness of consumer rights, "making a small investment to bring a ten-consciousness of consumer rights, "making a small investment to bring a ten-consciousness of consumer rights, "making a small investment to bring a ten-consciousness of consumer rights, "making a small investment to bring a ten-

thousand-fold profit" is no longer the order of the day.  Taking its place is thethousand-fold profit" is no longer the order of the day.  Taking its place is thethousand-fold profit" is no longer the order of the day.  Taking its place is thethousand-fold profit" is no longer the order of the day.  Taking its place is the

principle of "survival of the fittest".  If investors are not prepared to beprinciple of "survival of the fittest".  If investors are not prepared to beprinciple of "survival of the fittest".  If investors are not prepared to beprinciple of "survival of the fittest".  If investors are not prepared to be

progressive to keep abreast of the development of society, they can hardly evade theprogressive to keep abreast of the development of society, they can hardly evade theprogressive to keep abreast of the development of society, they can hardly evade theprogressive to keep abreast of the development of society, they can hardly evade the

fate of elimination.fate of elimination.fate of elimination.fate of elimination.

The above theory is applicable to our motion debate today on the bus franchiseThe above theory is applicable to our motion debate today on the bus franchiseThe above theory is applicable to our motion debate today on the bus franchiseThe above theory is applicable to our motion debate today on the bus franchise

for Hong Kong Island.  The China Motor Bus Company has been holding the franchisefor Hong Kong Island.  The China Motor Bus Company has been holding the franchisefor Hong Kong Island.  The China Motor Bus Company has been holding the franchisefor Hong Kong Island.  The China Motor Bus Company has been holding the franchise

for operating bus service on Hong Kong Island since 1933. It was only in 1975 thatfor operating bus service on Hong Kong Island since 1933. It was only in 1975 thatfor operating bus service on Hong Kong Island since 1933. It was only in 1975 thatfor operating bus service on Hong Kong Island since 1933. It was only in 1975 that

the franchise was modified into a route-based one. However, negotiation on thethe franchise was modified into a route-based one. However, negotiation on thethe franchise was modified into a route-based one. However, negotiation on thethe franchise was modified into a route-based one. However, negotiation on the

extension of the franchise for the CMB in recent years has given rise to criticismsextension of the franchise for the CMB in recent years has given rise to criticismsextension of the franchise for the CMB in recent years has given rise to criticismsextension of the franchise for the CMB in recent years has given rise to criticisms

from the public.  It is generally thought that the CMB should not be granted a renewalfrom the public.  It is generally thought that the CMB should not be granted a renewalfrom the public.  It is generally thought that the CMB should not be granted a renewalfrom the public.  It is generally thought that the CMB should not be granted a renewal

because the company leaves much to be desired in terms of its operation policies,because the company leaves much to be desired in terms of its operation policies,because the company leaves much to be desired in terms of its operation policies,because the company leaves much to be desired in terms of its operation policies,

its attitude towards long-term investments and the quality of service.  Had it notits attitude towards long-term investments and the quality of service.  Had it notits attitude towards long-term investments and the quality of service.  Had it notits attitude towards long-term investments and the quality of service.  Had it not

been the repeated warnings from the Transport Department and the Transport Advisorybeen the repeated warnings from the Transport Department and the Transport Advisorybeen the repeated warnings from the Transport Department and the Transport Advisorybeen the repeated warnings from the Transport Department and the Transport Advisory



Committee and the unprecedented move by the Government to tender out one of the routesCommittee and the unprecedented move by the Government to tender out one of the routesCommittee and the unprecedented move by the Government to tender out one of the routesCommittee and the unprecedented move by the Government to tender out one of the routes

last year, followed by repetitive efforts urging the company to implement thelast year, followed by repetitive efforts urging the company to implement thelast year, followed by repetitive efforts urging the company to implement thelast year, followed by repetitive efforts urging the company to implement the

recommendations of the consultants' report, it would be hard to imagine what wouldrecommendations of the consultants' report, it would be hard to imagine what wouldrecommendations of the consultants' report, it would be hard to imagine what wouldrecommendations of the consultants' report, it would be hard to imagine what would

have become of the CMB's service today.have become of the CMB's service today.have become of the CMB's service today.have become of the CMB's service today.

Despite marginal improvements, CMB services still fall short of publicDespite marginal improvements, CMB services still fall short of publicDespite marginal improvements, CMB services still fall short of publicDespite marginal improvements, CMB services still fall short of public

expectation.  According to Transport Department statistics, the Transportexpectation.  According to Transport Department statistics, the Transportexpectation.  According to Transport Department statistics, the Transportexpectation.  According to Transport Department statistics, the Transport

Complaints Unit received a total of 664 complaints lodged against the CMB in the yearComplaints Unit received a total of 664 complaints lodged against the CMB in the yearComplaints Unit received a total of 664 complaints lodged against the CMB in the yearComplaints Unit received a total of 664 complaints lodged against the CMB in the year

ending 30 September 1991, relating mainly to inadequate runs, impunctuality,ending 30 September 1991, relating mainly to inadequate runs, impunctuality,ending 30 September 1991, relating mainly to inadequate runs, impunctuality,ending 30 September 1991, relating mainly to inadequate runs, impunctuality,

time-worn buses, excessive fares and impolite drivers, and so on.time-worn buses, excessive fares and impolite drivers, and so on.time-worn buses, excessive fares and impolite drivers, and so on.time-worn buses, excessive fares and impolite drivers, and so on.

In view of the above, I think tIn view of the above, I think tIn view of the above, I think tIn view of the above, I think the Government can hardly make a good account tohe Government can hardly make a good account tohe Government can hardly make a good account tohe Government can hardly make a good account to

the public if it should go ahead with extending the franchise unconditionally forthe public if it should go ahead with extending the franchise unconditionally forthe public if it should go ahead with extending the franchise unconditionally forthe public if it should go ahead with extending the franchise unconditionally for

CMB.  As a number of consortia have indicated interest in operating bus routes onCMB.  As a number of consortia have indicated interest in operating bus routes onCMB.  As a number of consortia have indicated interest in operating bus routes onCMB.  As a number of consortia have indicated interest in operating bus routes on

Hong Kong Island despite the fact that the only tendered out bus route is now operatingHong Kong Island despite the fact that the only tendered out bus route is now operatingHong Kong Island despite the fact that the only tendered out bus route is now operatingHong Kong Island despite the fact that the only tendered out bus route is now operating

at a loss, it demonstrates that public utilities do have good business potentials.at a loss, it demonstrates that public utilities do have good business potentials.at a loss, it demonstrates that public utilities do have good business potentials.at a loss, it demonstrates that public utilities do have good business potentials.

Therefore, the Government should gradually open up bus routes on Hong Kong IslandTherefore, the Government should gradually open up bus routes on Hong Kong IslandTherefore, the Government should gradually open up bus routes on Hong Kong IslandTherefore, the Government should gradually open up bus routes on Hong Kong Island

for tender by interested parties.  I believe that competition will bring improvementfor tender by interested parties.  I believe that competition will bring improvementfor tender by interested parties.  I believe that competition will bring improvementfor tender by interested parties.  I believe that competition will bring improvement

and reasonable fares and quality service can thus be guaranteed.and reasonable fares and quality service can thus be guaranteed.and reasonable fares and quality service can thus be guaranteed.and reasonable fares and quality service can thus be guaranteed.

Finally, I would like to appeal to the Government to take fully into account theFinally, I would like to appeal to the Government to take fully into account theFinally, I would like to appeal to the Government to take fully into account theFinally, I would like to appeal to the Government to take fully into account the

views of the public in formulating policies regarding bus routing and fares becauseviews of the public in formulating policies regarding bus routing and fares becauseviews of the public in formulating policies regarding bus routing and fares becauseviews of the public in formulating policies regarding bus routing and fares because

only the end users will know best what they need.  The Government should keep busonly the end users will know best what they need.  The Government should keep busonly the end users will know best what they need.  The Government should keep busonly the end users will know best what they need.  The Government should keep bus

service under regular review and make available relevant information for publicservice under regular review and make available relevant information for publicservice under regular review and make available relevant information for publicservice under regular review and make available relevant information for public

scrutiny to allow the public a role to play in monitoring the bus service.scrutiny to allow the public a role to play in monitoring the bus service.scrutiny to allow the public a role to play in monitoring the bus service.scrutiny to allow the public a role to play in monitoring the bus service.

MrMrMrMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion. Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion. Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion. Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a motion debate was held by theMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a motion debate was held by theMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a motion debate was held by theMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, a motion debate was held by the

Council on 13 November last year on the Profit Control Scheme relating to publicCouncil on 13 November last year on the Profit Control Scheme relating to publicCouncil on 13 November last year on the Profit Control Scheme relating to publicCouncil on 13 November last year on the Profit Control Scheme relating to public

utility companies.  Earlier on, an adjournment debate was also held on 13 Marchutility companies.  Earlier on, an adjournment debate was also held on 13 Marchutility companies.  Earlier on, an adjournment debate was also held on 13 Marchutility companies.  Earlier on, an adjournment debate was also held on 13 March

regarding the franchised public transport services of Hong Kong.  Today, I would onlyregarding the franchised public transport services of Hong Kong.  Today, I would onlyregarding the franchised public transport services of Hong Kong.  Today, I would onlyregarding the franchised public transport services of Hong Kong.  Today, I would only

reiterate my long standing suggestion, for example, all bus routes should be put upreiterate my long standing suggestion, for example, all bus routes should be put upreiterate my long standing suggestion, for example, all bus routes should be put upreiterate my long standing suggestion, for example, all bus routes should be put up

for public tender so that the public can enjoy a cheap and quality bus service.for public tender so that the public can enjoy a cheap and quality bus service.for public tender so that the public can enjoy a cheap and quality bus service.for public tender so that the public can enjoy a cheap and quality bus service.

At present, the Profit Control Scheme relating to bus companies has in fact beenAt present, the Profit Control Scheme relating to bus companies has in fact beenAt present, the Profit Control Scheme relating to bus companies has in fact beenAt present, the Profit Control Scheme relating to bus companies has in fact been

reduced to becoming a Profit Guarantee Scheme.  With a high level of permitted ratereduced to becoming a Profit Guarantee Scheme.  With a high level of permitted ratereduced to becoming a Profit Guarantee Scheme.  With a high level of permitted ratereduced to becoming a Profit Guarantee Scheme.  With a high level of permitted rate



of return, it can even be said that the scheme is a guarantee of huge profit return.of return, it can even be said that the scheme is a guarantee of huge profit return.of return, it can even be said that the scheme is a guarantee of huge profit return.of return, it can even be said that the scheme is a guarantee of huge profit return.

How come the bus companies can enjoy such a "preferential treatment"?  We must lookHow come the bus companies can enjoy such a "preferential treatment"?  We must lookHow come the bus companies can enjoy such a "preferential treatment"?  We must lookHow come the bus companies can enjoy such a "preferential treatment"?  We must look

back on the past to examine the formulation of the present Ordinance on public busback on the past to examine the formulation of the present Ordinance on public busback on the past to examine the formulation of the present Ordinance on public busback on the past to examine the formulation of the present Ordinance on public bus

services in 1975.services in 1975.services in 1975.services in 1975.

When the Bill was then intWhen the Bill was then intWhen the Bill was then intWhen the Bill was then introduced into the Legislative Council, it carried threeroduced into the Legislative Council, it carried threeroduced into the Legislative Council, it carried threeroduced into the Legislative Council, it carried three

main features which could be regarded as good ideas.  Firstly, regional franchisesmain features which could be regarded as good ideas.  Firstly, regional franchisesmain features which could be regarded as good ideas.  Firstly, regional franchisesmain features which could be regarded as good ideas.  Firstly, regional franchises

held by bus companies in the past were to be replaced by a franchise on a route-held by bus companies in the past were to be replaced by a franchise on a route-held by bus companies in the past were to be replaced by a franchise on a route-held by bus companies in the past were to be replaced by a franchise on a route-

by-route basis.  Secondly, bus routes were to be put up for tender. Lastly and theby-route basis.  Secondly, bus routes were to be put up for tender. Lastly and theby-route basis.  Secondly, bus routes were to be put up for tender. Lastly and theby-route basis.  Secondly, bus routes were to be put up for tender. Lastly and the

most important of all, it was originally suggested in the Bill that the Governmentmost important of all, it was originally suggested in the Bill that the Governmentmost important of all, it was originally suggested in the Bill that the Governmentmost important of all, it was originally suggested in the Bill that the Government

had the right to levy extra taxes on excess profits.  This, in my view, is veryhad the right to levy extra taxes on excess profits.  This, in my view, is veryhad the right to levy extra taxes on excess profits.  This, in my view, is veryhad the right to levy extra taxes on excess profits.  This, in my view, is very

important because, under the extra tax arrangement, bus companies will normallyimportant because, under the extra tax arrangement, bus companies will normallyimportant because, under the extra tax arrangement, bus companies will normallyimportant because, under the extra tax arrangement, bus companies will normally

plough back the excess profits for improvement of service, and any improvement toplough back the excess profits for improvement of service, and any improvement toplough back the excess profits for improvement of service, and any improvement toplough back the excess profits for improvement of service, and any improvement to

the service will eventually benefit the travelling public.  Regrettably, the thenthe service will eventually benefit the travelling public.  Regrettably, the thenthe service will eventually benefit the travelling public.  Regrettably, the thenthe service will eventually benefit the travelling public.  Regrettably, the then

Legislative Council ad hoc group to study the Bill voted against this proposal whichLegislative Council ad hoc group to study the Bill voted against this proposal whichLegislative Council ad hoc group to study the Bill voted against this proposal whichLegislative Council ad hoc group to study the Bill voted against this proposal which

was later replaced by the Profit Control Scheme.  The permitted returns for CMB andwas later replaced by the Profit Control Scheme.  The permitted returns for CMB andwas later replaced by the Profit Control Scheme.  The permitted returns for CMB andwas later replaced by the Profit Control Scheme.  The permitted returns for CMB and

KMB were fixed respectively at 15% and 16% of the net fixed assets of the company.KMB were fixed respectively at 15% and 16% of the net fixed assets of the company.KMB were fixed respectively at 15% and 16% of the net fixed assets of the company.KMB were fixed respectively at 15% and 16% of the net fixed assets of the company.

Such a difference in rates was due to different base year for property valuation.Such a difference in rates was due to different base year for property valuation.Such a difference in rates was due to different base year for property valuation.Such a difference in rates was due to different base year for property valuation.

The situation today is caused by this amendment.The situation today is caused by this amendment.The situation today is caused by this amendment.The situation today is caused by this amendment.

It is worthy of mention that the original spirit of the Bill has not been realizedIt is worthy of mention that the original spirit of the Bill has not been realizedIt is worthy of mention that the original spirit of the Bill has not been realizedIt is worthy of mention that the original spirit of the Bill has not been realized

since its promulgation in 1975.  Although it has been stipulated in the Ordinancesince its promulgation in 1975.  Although it has been stipulated in the Ordinancesince its promulgation in 1975.  Although it has been stipulated in the Ordinancesince its promulgation in 1975.  Although it has been stipulated in the Ordinance

that bus routes can be put up for tender, it seems that the Government has reachedthat bus routes can be put up for tender, it seems that the Government has reachedthat bus routes can be put up for tender, it seems that the Government has reachedthat bus routes can be put up for tender, it seems that the Government has reached

an understanding, sort of tacit agreement, with the two bus companies to grant theman understanding, sort of tacit agreement, with the two bus companies to grant theman understanding, sort of tacit agreement, with the two bus companies to grant theman understanding, sort of tacit agreement, with the two bus companies to grant them

the priority to operate new routes.  Thus bus routes or route franchises have inthe priority to operate new routes.  Thus bus routes or route franchises have inthe priority to operate new routes.  Thus bus routes or route franchises have inthe priority to operate new routes.  Thus bus routes or route franchises have in

reality become regional franchises.  It was not until 29 January last year that thereality become regional franchises.  It was not until 29 January last year that thereality become regional franchises.  It was not until 29 January last year that thereality become regional franchises.  It was not until 29 January last year that the

Executive Council decided on a new approach in which certain new routes are to beExecutive Council decided on a new approach in which certain new routes are to beExecutive Council decided on a new approach in which certain new routes are to beExecutive Council decided on a new approach in which certain new routes are to be

granted by tendering.  Only then can the original spirit of the Ordinance be realized.granted by tendering.  Only then can the original spirit of the Ordinance be realized.granted by tendering.  Only then can the original spirit of the Ordinance be realized.granted by tendering.  Only then can the original spirit of the Ordinance be realized.

To be fair, I would say that this change in nature of bus franchise has had differentTo be fair, I would say that this change in nature of bus franchise has had differentTo be fair, I would say that this change in nature of bus franchise has had differentTo be fair, I would say that this change in nature of bus franchise has had different

impacts on the two bus companies.  In the past ten years or so, a number of new routesimpacts on the two bus companies.  In the past ten years or so, a number of new routesimpacts on the two bus companies.  In the past ten years or so, a number of new routesimpacts on the two bus companies.  In the past ten years or so, a number of new routes

have been granted to KMB because of the rapid development of new towns.  On the otherhave been granted to KMB because of the rapid development of new towns.  On the otherhave been granted to KMB because of the rapid development of new towns.  On the otherhave been granted to KMB because of the rapid development of new towns.  On the other

hand, given the geographical constraints of Hong Kong Island, CMB has been left withhand, given the geographical constraints of Hong Kong Island, CMB has been left withhand, given the geographical constraints of Hong Kong Island, CMB has been left withhand, given the geographical constraints of Hong Kong Island, CMB has been left with

no room for development.  If the service of CMB is considered to be substandard, thatno room for development.  If the service of CMB is considered to be substandard, thatno room for development.  If the service of CMB is considered to be substandard, thatno room for development.  If the service of CMB is considered to be substandard, that

will be, to a certain extent, the result of this change of route franchise to regionalwill be, to a certain extent, the result of this change of route franchise to regionalwill be, to a certain extent, the result of this change of route franchise to regionalwill be, to a certain extent, the result of this change of route franchise to regional

franchise.franchise.franchise.franchise.

Mr Deputy PrMr Deputy PrMr Deputy PrMr Deputy President, Mrs Anson CHAN, the Secretary for Economic Services, onceesident, Mrs Anson CHAN, the Secretary for Economic Services, onceesident, Mrs Anson CHAN, the Secretary for Economic Services, onceesident, Mrs Anson CHAN, the Secretary for Economic Services, once

pointed out the two main principles in connexion with the operation of the Profitpointed out the two main principles in connexion with the operation of the Profitpointed out the two main principles in connexion with the operation of the Profitpointed out the two main principles in connexion with the operation of the Profit



Control Scheme.  Firstly, to ensure that users can obtain effective and reliableControl Scheme.  Firstly, to ensure that users can obtain effective and reliableControl Scheme.  Firstly, to ensure that users can obtain effective and reliableControl Scheme.  Firstly, to ensure that users can obtain effective and reliable

services from the service operators at a reasonable fare. Secondly, to ensure thatservices from the service operators at a reasonable fare. Secondly, to ensure thatservices from the service operators at a reasonable fare. Secondly, to ensure thatservices from the service operators at a reasonable fare. Secondly, to ensure that

people investing in public utility companies can get reasonable return.  In this way,people investing in public utility companies can get reasonable return.  In this way,people investing in public utility companies can get reasonable return.  In this way,people investing in public utility companies can get reasonable return.  In this way,

further investments would then be made and the companies would have the necessaryfurther investments would then be made and the companies would have the necessaryfurther investments would then be made and the companies would have the necessaryfurther investments would then be made and the companies would have the necessary

funds to meet the incessant demands and improve their services.funds to meet the incessant demands and improve their services.funds to meet the incessant demands and improve their services.funds to meet the incessant demands and improve their services.

However, these two principles are to the liking of neither the operators nor theHowever, these two principles are to the liking of neither the operators nor theHowever, these two principles are to the liking of neither the operators nor theHowever, these two principles are to the liking of neither the operators nor the

consumers.  Consumers consider the bus fares unreasonable and servicesconsumers.  Consumers consider the bus fares unreasonable and servicesconsumers.  Consumers consider the bus fares unreasonable and servicesconsumers.  Consumers consider the bus fares unreasonable and services

unsatisfactory, whereas the bus operators think that their returns are not at aunsatisfactory, whereas the bus operators think that their returns are not at aunsatisfactory, whereas the bus operators think that their returns are not at aunsatisfactory, whereas the bus operators think that their returns are not at a

reasonable level.  Some public utilities, such as the supply of electricity, arereasonable level.  Some public utilities, such as the supply of electricity, arereasonable level.  Some public utilities, such as the supply of electricity, arereasonable level.  Some public utilities, such as the supply of electricity, are

considered to be a natural monopoly, but what about bus services?  Should it beconsidered to be a natural monopoly, but what about bus services?  Should it beconsidered to be a natural monopoly, but what about bus services?  Should it beconsidered to be a natural monopoly, but what about bus services?  Should it be

considered as a natural monopoly as well?  Must we grant them a regional franchise?considered as a natural monopoly as well?  Must we grant them a regional franchise?considered as a natural monopoly as well?  Must we grant them a regional franchise?considered as a natural monopoly as well?  Must we grant them a regional franchise?

Mr Deputy President, the franchise of CMB will expire on 31 August next year.Mr Deputy President, the franchise of CMB will expire on 31 August next year.Mr Deputy President, the franchise of CMB will expire on 31 August next year.Mr Deputy President, the franchise of CMB will expire on 31 August next year.

It is high time to review the franchise and conduct a comprehensive review on theIt is high time to review the franchise and conduct a comprehensive review on theIt is high time to review the franchise and conduct a comprehensive review on theIt is high time to review the franchise and conduct a comprehensive review on the

relations between bus services and Profit Control Scheme.  Should the scheme berelations between bus services and Profit Control Scheme.  Should the scheme berelations between bus services and Profit Control Scheme.  Should the scheme berelations between bus services and Profit Control Scheme.  Should the scheme be

retained?  Is it appropriate to monitor public utilities by this scheme?  If theretained?  Is it appropriate to monitor public utilities by this scheme?  If theretained?  Is it appropriate to monitor public utilities by this scheme?  If theretained?  Is it appropriate to monitor public utilities by this scheme?  If the

scheme is to be retained, should the permitted rate of return be fixed in accordancescheme is to be retained, should the permitted rate of return be fixed in accordancescheme is to be retained, should the permitted rate of return be fixed in accordancescheme is to be retained, should the permitted rate of return be fixed in accordance

to average net fixed assets or the shareholders' capital or a combination of bothto average net fixed assets or the shareholders' capital or a combination of bothto average net fixed assets or the shareholders' capital or a combination of bothto average net fixed assets or the shareholders' capital or a combination of both

factors at a certain ratio?  Is the maximum permitted rate of return at 15% or 16%factors at a certain ratio?  Is the maximum permitted rate of return at 15% or 16%factors at a certain ratio?  Is the maximum permitted rate of return at 15% or 16%factors at a certain ratio?  Is the maximum permitted rate of return at 15% or 16%

too high?too high?too high?too high?

Mr Deputy President, in my view the Profit Control Scheme need not be retainedMr Deputy President, in my view the Profit Control Scheme need not be retainedMr Deputy President, in my view the Profit Control Scheme need not be retainedMr Deputy President, in my view the Profit Control Scheme need not be retained

for the provision of bus services.for the provision of bus services.for the provision of bus services.for the provision of bus services.

Hong Kong is a free economic society.  In the long run, all bus roHong Kong is a free economic society.  In the long run, all bus roHong Kong is a free economic society.  In the long run, all bus roHong Kong is a free economic society.  In the long run, all bus routes shouldutes shouldutes shouldutes should

be put up for public tender.  A number of bus companies should be invited to competebe put up for public tender.  A number of bus companies should be invited to competebe put up for public tender.  A number of bus companies should be invited to competebe put up for public tender.  A number of bus companies should be invited to compete

freely and bus routes should be granted to the lowest bidder. In this way, there isfreely and bus routes should be granted to the lowest bidder. In this way, there isfreely and bus routes should be granted to the lowest bidder. In this way, there isfreely and bus routes should be granted to the lowest bidder. In this way, there is

no need to have the Profit Control Scheme and the public can benefit from the freeno need to have the Profit Control Scheme and the public can benefit from the freeno need to have the Profit Control Scheme and the public can benefit from the freeno need to have the Profit Control Scheme and the public can benefit from the free

competition of bus service.  I thus appeal to the Executive and the Legislativecompetition of bus service.  I thus appeal to the Executive and the Legislativecompetition of bus service.  I thus appeal to the Executive and the Legislativecompetition of bus service.  I thus appeal to the Executive and the Legislative

Councils to have the courage to make right their wrongs.  No longer should the schemeCouncils to have the courage to make right their wrongs.  No longer should the schemeCouncils to have the courage to make right their wrongs.  No longer should the schemeCouncils to have the courage to make right their wrongs.  No longer should the scheme

of profit control a condition for the provision of bus services.of profit control a condition for the provision of bus services.of profit control a condition for the provision of bus services.of profit control a condition for the provision of bus services.

Mr Deputy PresiMr Deputy PresiMr Deputy PresiMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.dent, with these remarks, I support the motion.dent, with these remarks, I support the motion.dent, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President,MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President,MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President,MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President,



A review to be co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district levelA review to be co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district levelA review to be co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district levelA review to be co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district level

The franchise for China Motor Bus Company (CMB) will expire in August next yeaThe franchise for China Motor Bus Company (CMB) will expire in August next yeaThe franchise for China Motor Bus Company (CMB) will expire in August next yeaThe franchise for China Motor Bus Company (CMB) will expire in August next year.r.r.r.

Members of the public are very concerned about whether its franchise will be renewed.Members of the public are very concerned about whether its franchise will be renewed.Members of the public are very concerned about whether its franchise will be renewed.Members of the public are very concerned about whether its franchise will be renewed.

For the Government, it is indeed suitable time for conducting a comprehensive reviewFor the Government, it is indeed suitable time for conducting a comprehensive reviewFor the Government, it is indeed suitable time for conducting a comprehensive reviewFor the Government, it is indeed suitable time for conducting a comprehensive review

and extensive consultation on the overall service provided by the CMB, including theand extensive consultation on the overall service provided by the CMB, including theand extensive consultation on the overall service provided by the CMB, including theand extensive consultation on the overall service provided by the CMB, including the

professional ethics and driving skills of its drivers, bus frequencies and fareprofessional ethics and driving skills of its drivers, bus frequencies and fareprofessional ethics and driving skills of its drivers, bus frequencies and fareprofessional ethics and driving skills of its drivers, bus frequencies and fare

policies, so as to come up with an agreement with the company reflecting fully thepolicies, so as to come up with an agreement with the company reflecting fully thepolicies, so as to come up with an agreement with the company reflecting fully thepolicies, so as to come up with an agreement with the company reflecting fully the

opinions of the passengers and the interests of the public.opinions of the passengers and the interests of the public.opinions of the passengers and the interests of the public.opinions of the passengers and the interests of the public.

The CMB management said reThe CMB management said reThe CMB management said reThe CMB management said recently that it would install additional telephonecently that it would install additional telephonecently that it would install additional telephonecently that it would install additional telephone

hotlines for members of the public to lodge enquiries and express opinions.  Thishotlines for members of the public to lodge enquiries and express opinions.  Thishotlines for members of the public to lodge enquiries and express opinions.  Thishotlines for members of the public to lodge enquiries and express opinions.  This

is an encouraging development.  However, to gauge public opinions on the serviceis an encouraging development.  However, to gauge public opinions on the serviceis an encouraging development.  However, to gauge public opinions on the serviceis an encouraging development.  However, to gauge public opinions on the service

fairly, objectively and comprehensively, the Government must attend to the jobfairly, objectively and comprehensively, the Government must attend to the jobfairly, objectively and comprehensively, the Government must attend to the jobfairly, objectively and comprehensively, the Government must attend to the job

through independent and effective consultation on a wide basis.  Since there are manythrough independent and effective consultation on a wide basis.  Since there are manythrough independent and effective consultation on a wide basis.  Since there are manythrough independent and effective consultation on a wide basis.  Since there are many

CMB bus routes covering a large geographical area, the consultation exercise involvesCMB bus routes covering a large geographical area, the consultation exercise involvesCMB bus routes covering a large geographical area, the consultation exercise involvesCMB bus routes covering a large geographical area, the consultation exercise involves

much administrative work and local contacts.  Therefore, the exercise is bestmuch administrative work and local contacts.  Therefore, the exercise is bestmuch administrative work and local contacts.  Therefore, the exercise is bestmuch administrative work and local contacts.  Therefore, the exercise is best

co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district level.co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district level.co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district level.co-ordinated centrally and conducted at the district level.

I therefore propose that the Transport Department be held responsible for theI therefore propose that the Transport Department be held responsible for theI therefore propose that the Transport Department be held responsible for theI therefore propose that the Transport Department be held responsible for the

co-ordination work while traffic and transport committees of the four district boardsco-ordination work while traffic and transport committees of the four district boardsco-ordination work while traffic and transport committees of the four district boardsco-ordination work while traffic and transport committees of the four district boards

on Hong Kong Island will gauge the views of the residents by conducting consultationon Hong Kong Island will gauge the views of the residents by conducting consultationon Hong Kong Island will gauge the views of the residents by conducting consultationon Hong Kong Island will gauge the views of the residents by conducting consultation

on a wide basis.  In fact, residents of different districts have their uniqueon a wide basis.  In fact, residents of different districts have their uniqueon a wide basis.  In fact, residents of different districts have their uniqueon a wide basis.  In fact, residents of different districts have their unique

transport needs and traffic problems.  The traffic and transport committees oftransport needs and traffic problems.  The traffic and transport committees oftransport needs and traffic problems.  The traffic and transport committees oftransport needs and traffic problems.  The traffic and transport committees of

district boards are well informed of the traffic condition of their own districts;district boards are well informed of the traffic condition of their own districts;district boards are well informed of the traffic condition of their own districts;district boards are well informed of the traffic condition of their own districts;

thus they are in the best position to communicate with and consult the residents andthus they are in the best position to communicate with and consult the residents andthus they are in the best position to communicate with and consult the residents andthus they are in the best position to communicate with and consult the residents and

bus passengers concerned.  After collation, the district-based opinions can form anbus passengers concerned.  After collation, the district-based opinions can form anbus passengers concerned.  After collation, the district-based opinions can form anbus passengers concerned.  After collation, the district-based opinions can form an

effective foundation upon which the Government can make decisions and formulateeffective foundation upon which the Government can make decisions and formulateeffective foundation upon which the Government can make decisions and formulateeffective foundation upon which the Government can make decisions and formulate

agreements.agreements.agreements.agreements.

Discontent of the district boardsDiscontent of the district boardsDiscontent of the district boardsDiscontent of the district boards

In fact, the four district boards on Hong Kong Island, namely, Wan Chai, Eastern,In fact, the four district boards on Hong Kong Island, namely, Wan Chai, Eastern,In fact, the four district boards on Hong Kong Island, namely, Wan Chai, Eastern,In fact, the four district boards on Hong Kong Island, namely, Wan Chai, Eastern,

Southern and Central and Western District Boards have been very concerned about theirSouthern and Central and Western District Boards have been very concerned about theirSouthern and Central and Western District Boards have been very concerned about theirSouthern and Central and Western District Boards have been very concerned about their

local bus service.  I will perhaps summarize the discontent the four district boardslocal bus service.  I will perhaps summarize the discontent the four district boardslocal bus service.  I will perhaps summarize the discontent the four district boardslocal bus service.  I will perhaps summarize the discontent the four district boards

felt with the Island bus service into three points:felt with the Island bus service into three points:felt with the Island bus service into three points:felt with the Island bus service into three points:

Firstly, buses are not operated according to schedule.  There are always lostFirstly, buses are not operated according to schedule.  There are always lostFirstly, buses are not operated according to schedule.  There are always lostFirstly, buses are not operated according to schedule.  There are always lost



journeys, making passengers late in their commitments and creating long queues atjourneys, making passengers late in their commitments and creating long queues atjourneys, making passengers late in their commitments and creating long queues atjourneys, making passengers late in their commitments and creating long queues at

bus stops.bus stops.bus stops.bus stops.

Besides, more and more district board members and residents are concerned aboutBesides, more and more district board members and residents are concerned aboutBesides, more and more district board members and residents are concerned aboutBesides, more and more district board members and residents are concerned about

the air-conditioned bus service on Hong Kong Island.  It was reported that the CMBthe air-conditioned bus service on Hong Kong Island.  It was reported that the CMBthe air-conditioned bus service on Hong Kong Island.  It was reported that the CMBthe air-conditioned bus service on Hong Kong Island.  It was reported that the CMB

had acquired a total of 63 air-conditioned buses costing $85 million.  While mosthad acquired a total of 63 air-conditioned buses costing $85 million.  While mosthad acquired a total of 63 air-conditioned buses costing $85 million.  While mosthad acquired a total of 63 air-conditioned buses costing $85 million.  While most

of the buses have been deployed to established routes, the rest are serving five trialof the buses have been deployed to established routes, the rest are serving five trialof the buses have been deployed to established routes, the rest are serving five trialof the buses have been deployed to established routes, the rest are serving five trial

routes, namely,  Braemar Hill to Central, Kennedy Town to Happy Valley, Lei Tungroutes, namely,  Braemar Hill to Central, Kennedy Town to Happy Valley, Lei Tungroutes, namely,  Braemar Hill to Central, Kennedy Town to Happy Valley, Lei Tungroutes, namely,  Braemar Hill to Central, Kennedy Town to Happy Valley, Lei Tung

Estate to Central, Ap Lei Chau to Central and Chi Fu to Causeway Bay.  Though theEstate to Central, Ap Lei Chau to Central and Chi Fu to Causeway Bay.  Though theEstate to Central, Ap Lei Chau to Central and Chi Fu to Causeway Bay.  Though theEstate to Central, Ap Lei Chau to Central and Chi Fu to Causeway Bay.  Though the

replacement of ordinary buses by air-conditioned buses means an improvement ofreplacement of ordinary buses by air-conditioned buses means an improvement ofreplacement of ordinary buses by air-conditioned buses means an improvement ofreplacement of ordinary buses by air-conditioned buses means an improvement of

service, the costs of purchasing and operating air-conditioned buses are relativelyservice, the costs of purchasing and operating air-conditioned buses are relativelyservice, the costs of purchasing and operating air-conditioned buses are relativelyservice, the costs of purchasing and operating air-conditioned buses are relatively

high.  On top of this, the Government rules that bus routes operated by air-high.  On top of this, the Government rules that bus routes operated by air-high.  On top of this, the Government rules that bus routes operated by air-high.  On top of this, the Government rules that bus routes operated by air-

conditioned buses must be self-financed, that is, they cannot be cross-subsidizedconditioned buses must be self-financed, that is, they cannot be cross-subsidizedconditioned buses must be self-financed, that is, they cannot be cross-subsidizedconditioned buses must be self-financed, that is, they cannot be cross-subsidized

by parallel routes operated by ordinary buses.  As such, bus fares of air-conditionedby parallel routes operated by ordinary buses.  As such, bus fares of air-conditionedby parallel routes operated by ordinary buses.  As such, bus fares of air-conditionedby parallel routes operated by ordinary buses.  As such, bus fares of air-conditioned

buses are much higher than those of ordinary buses running parallel routes, and mostbuses are much higher than those of ordinary buses running parallel routes, and mostbuses are much higher than those of ordinary buses running parallel routes, and mostbuses are much higher than those of ordinary buses running parallel routes, and most

residents do not wish, or cannot afford, to take the former in the long term.residents do not wish, or cannot afford, to take the former in the long term.residents do not wish, or cannot afford, to take the former in the long term.residents do not wish, or cannot afford, to take the former in the long term.

Some district board members opine that the 85% to 100% additional fare imposedSome district board members opine that the 85% to 100% additional fare imposedSome district board members opine that the 85% to 100% additional fare imposedSome district board members opine that the 85% to 100% additional fare imposed

by air-conditioned buses is unreasonable.  It is especially so in respect of certainby air-conditioned buses is unreasonable.  It is especially so in respect of certainby air-conditioned buses is unreasonable.  It is especially so in respect of certainby air-conditioned buses is unreasonable.  It is especially so in respect of certain

routes with most of their passengers being students because it is indeed illogicalroutes with most of their passengers being students because it is indeed illogicalroutes with most of their passengers being students because it is indeed illogicalroutes with most of their passengers being students because it is indeed illogical

to make the students pay for such high fares.to make the students pay for such high fares.to make the students pay for such high fares.to make the students pay for such high fares.

Some district board members are also very concerned about whether the air-Some district board members are also very concerned about whether the air-Some district board members are also very concerned about whether the air-Some district board members are also very concerned about whether the air-

conditioned buses will affect the schedules of ordinary buses.  Since the CMB intendsconditioned buses will affect the schedules of ordinary buses.  Since the CMB intendsconditioned buses will affect the schedules of ordinary buses.  Since the CMB intendsconditioned buses will affect the schedules of ordinary buses.  Since the CMB intends

to turn 50% of its fleet into air-conditioned buses which will definitely reduce theto turn 50% of its fleet into air-conditioned buses which will definitely reduce theto turn 50% of its fleet into air-conditioned buses which will definitely reduce theto turn 50% of its fleet into air-conditioned buses which will definitely reduce the

frequencies of ordinary buses, passengers will undoubtedly be given no alternativesfrequencies of ordinary buses, passengers will undoubtedly be given no alternativesfrequencies of ordinary buses, passengers will undoubtedly be given no alternativesfrequencies of ordinary buses, passengers will undoubtedly be given no alternatives

but have to board the more expensive air-conditioned buses.but have to board the more expensive air-conditioned buses.but have to board the more expensive air-conditioned buses.but have to board the more expensive air-conditioned buses.

Many district board members also criticize the fare policy of the CMB.  A caseMany district board members also criticize the fare policy of the CMB.  A caseMany district board members also criticize the fare policy of the CMB.  A caseMany district board members also criticize the fare policy of the CMB.  A case

in point is the Southern District Board members who generally feel there is anin point is the Southern District Board members who generally feel there is anin point is the Southern District Board members who generally feel there is anin point is the Southern District Board members who generally feel there is an

excessive difference in fares between bus routes serving the Southern District andexcessive difference in fares between bus routes serving the Southern District andexcessive difference in fares between bus routes serving the Southern District andexcessive difference in fares between bus routes serving the Southern District and

other districts, which is an injustice to the Southern District residents.  Theother districts, which is an injustice to the Southern District residents.  Theother districts, which is an injustice to the Southern District residents.  Theother districts, which is an injustice to the Southern District residents.  The

district board members demand that bus fares for the routes serving the Southerndistrict board members demand that bus fares for the routes serving the Southerndistrict board members demand that bus fares for the routes serving the Southerndistrict board members demand that bus fares for the routes serving the Southern

District be calculated on the same basis as those serving other districts. That is,District be calculated on the same basis as those serving other districts. That is,District be calculated on the same basis as those serving other districts. That is,District be calculated on the same basis as those serving other districts. That is,

bus fares should be levied in proportion to the length of the bus journey in kilometres,bus fares should be levied in proportion to the length of the bus journey in kilometres,bus fares should be levied in proportion to the length of the bus journey in kilometres,bus fares should be levied in proportion to the length of the bus journey in kilometres,

rather than differentiating the routes on Hong Kong Island into the Southern Districtrather than differentiating the routes on Hong Kong Island into the Southern Districtrather than differentiating the routes on Hong Kong Island into the Southern Districtrather than differentiating the routes on Hong Kong Island into the Southern District

and non-Southern District ones.and non-Southern District ones.and non-Southern District ones.and non-Southern District ones.



Heeding public opinionsHeeding public opinionsHeeding public opinionsHeeding public opinions

I hope tI hope tI hope tI hope the Government will not only consult public opinions on a wide basis buthe Government will not only consult public opinions on a wide basis buthe Government will not only consult public opinions on a wide basis buthe Government will not only consult public opinions on a wide basis but

also incorporate the opinions into the final agreement signed with the bus company.also incorporate the opinions into the final agreement signed with the bus company.also incorporate the opinions into the final agreement signed with the bus company.also incorporate the opinions into the final agreement signed with the bus company.

Otherwise, passengers will become increasingly discontented and monitoring work willOtherwise, passengers will become increasingly discontented and monitoring work willOtherwise, passengers will become increasingly discontented and monitoring work willOtherwise, passengers will become increasingly discontented and monitoring work will

turn increasingly difficult, while the Government will be criticized for failing toturn increasingly difficult, while the Government will be criticized for failing toturn increasingly difficult, while the Government will be criticized for failing toturn increasingly difficult, while the Government will be criticized for failing to

fulfil its obligations.fulfil its obligations.fulfil its obligations.fulfil its obligations.

In fact, the Government does encourage public transport organizations to set upIn fact, the Government does encourage public transport organizations to set upIn fact, the Government does encourage public transport organizations to set upIn fact, the Government does encourage public transport organizations to set up

passenger consultative groups to collect passenger opinions on a regular basis.passenger consultative groups to collect passenger opinions on a regular basis.passenger consultative groups to collect passenger opinions on a regular basis.passenger consultative groups to collect passenger opinions on a regular basis.

While the KMB, KCRC and MTR have heeded the advice of the Government, the CMB isWhile the KMB, KCRC and MTR have heeded the advice of the Government, the CMB isWhile the KMB, KCRC and MTR have heeded the advice of the Government, the CMB isWhile the KMB, KCRC and MTR have heeded the advice of the Government, the CMB is

hesitant to follow.  I heard that the Government had written to the CMB managementhesitant to follow.  I heard that the Government had written to the CMB managementhesitant to follow.  I heard that the Government had written to the CMB managementhesitant to follow.  I heard that the Government had written to the CMB management

recently on the proposal, but to no avail.  It is indeed regrettable if the case isrecently on the proposal, but to no avail.  It is indeed regrettable if the case isrecently on the proposal, but to no avail.  It is indeed regrettable if the case isrecently on the proposal, but to no avail.  It is indeed regrettable if the case is

true.  Though the CMB undertook to set up additional telephone hotlines and deployedtrue.  Though the CMB undertook to set up additional telephone hotlines and deployedtrue.  Though the CMB undertook to set up additional telephone hotlines and deployedtrue.  Though the CMB undertook to set up additional telephone hotlines and deployed

its "good-will buses" on several occasions to solicit the views of the public, theits "good-will buses" on several occasions to solicit the views of the public, theits "good-will buses" on several occasions to solicit the views of the public, theits "good-will buses" on several occasions to solicit the views of the public, the

gesture is far less effective than the setting up of a passenger consultative group.gesture is far less effective than the setting up of a passenger consultative group.gesture is far less effective than the setting up of a passenger consultative group.gesture is far less effective than the setting up of a passenger consultative group.

Open competitionOpen competitionOpen competitionOpen competition

As the bus service on Hong Kong Island has been much criticized, it is indeedAs the bus service on Hong Kong Island has been much criticized, it is indeedAs the bus service on Hong Kong Island has been much criticized, it is indeedAs the bus service on Hong Kong Island has been much criticized, it is indeed

necessary for the Government to review the whole concept of "franchised operation"necessary for the Government to review the whole concept of "franchised operation"necessary for the Government to review the whole concept of "franchised operation"necessary for the Government to review the whole concept of "franchised operation"

What worths deliberation is whether the Government is providing excessive protectionWhat worths deliberation is whether the Government is providing excessive protectionWhat worths deliberation is whether the Government is providing excessive protectionWhat worths deliberation is whether the Government is providing excessive protection

for the CMB to strip it of the professional spirit of "serving the customers firstfor the CMB to strip it of the professional spirit of "serving the customers firstfor the CMB to strip it of the professional spirit of "serving the customers firstfor the CMB to strip it of the professional spirit of "serving the customers first

and foremost".  And, will a comparatively commercial setting created by openand foremost".  And, will a comparatively commercial setting created by openand foremost".  And, will a comparatively commercial setting created by openand foremost".  And, will a comparatively commercial setting created by open

competition facilitate the operation of bus service on Hong Kong Island?competition facilitate the operation of bus service on Hong Kong Island?competition facilitate the operation of bus service on Hong Kong Island?competition facilitate the operation of bus service on Hong Kong Island?

I firmly believe thaI firmly believe thaI firmly believe thaI firmly believe that introducing competition will effectively improve the bust introducing competition will effectively improve the bust introducing competition will effectively improve the bust introducing competition will effectively improve the bus

service.  Take the example of our neighbouring Singapore.  With open competition,service.  Take the example of our neighbouring Singapore.  With open competition,service.  Take the example of our neighbouring Singapore.  With open competition,service.  Take the example of our neighbouring Singapore.  With open competition,

the bus service provided for the public is of a high standard and the public are muchthe bus service provided for the public is of a high standard and the public are muchthe bus service provided for the public is of a high standard and the public are muchthe bus service provided for the public is of a high standard and the public are much

contented.  At present, the CMB is operating about 120 franchised routes.  I thinkcontented.  At present, the CMB is operating about 120 franchised routes.  I thinkcontented.  At present, the CMB is operating about 120 franchised routes.  I thinkcontented.  At present, the CMB is operating about 120 franchised routes.  I think

the Government should seriously consider releasing some of the routes for publicthe Government should seriously consider releasing some of the routes for publicthe Government should seriously consider releasing some of the routes for publicthe Government should seriously consider releasing some of the routes for public

tender.  Perhaps some people think that the daily ridership of buses is on thetender.  Perhaps some people think that the daily ridership of buses is on thetender.  Perhaps some people think that the daily ridership of buses is on thetender.  Perhaps some people think that the daily ridership of buses is on the

decrease and it is unrealistic to open the market for competition.  However, withdecrease and it is unrealistic to open the market for competition.  However, withdecrease and it is unrealistic to open the market for competition.  However, withdecrease and it is unrealistic to open the market for competition.  However, with

social prosperity and economic development in Hong Kong, the overall market for oursocial prosperity and economic development in Hong Kong, the overall market for oursocial prosperity and economic development in Hong Kong, the overall market for oursocial prosperity and economic development in Hong Kong, the overall market for our

mass transportation system is expanding. In the five years between 1985 and 1990,mass transportation system is expanding. In the five years between 1985 and 1990,mass transportation system is expanding. In the five years between 1985 and 1990,mass transportation system is expanding. In the five years between 1985 and 1990,

there was a total increase of 371 million passenger trips for the transportationthere was a total increase of 371 million passenger trips for the transportationthere was a total increase of 371 million passenger trips for the transportationthere was a total increase of 371 million passenger trips for the transportation

system.  The bus company yet failed to benefit from this increase.  Does it reflectsystem.  The bus company yet failed to benefit from this increase.  Does it reflectsystem.  The bus company yet failed to benefit from this increase.  Does it reflectsystem.  The bus company yet failed to benefit from this increase.  Does it reflect

mal-management on the part of the company?  In fact, while the MTR has inadequatemal-management on the part of the company?  In fact, while the MTR has inadequatemal-management on the part of the company?  In fact, while the MTR has inadequatemal-management on the part of the company?  In fact, while the MTR has inadequate



capacity to cope with passenger demand during rush hours, many residents prefer tocapacity to cope with passenger demand during rush hours, many residents prefer tocapacity to cope with passenger demand during rush hours, many residents prefer tocapacity to cope with passenger demand during rush hours, many residents prefer to

take buses which are cheaper in fares and can penetrate various far away places.  Thustake buses which are cheaper in fares and can penetrate various far away places.  Thustake buses which are cheaper in fares and can penetrate various far away places.  Thustake buses which are cheaper in fares and can penetrate various far away places.  Thus

with effective management, there is not only ample space for the bus service to operatewith effective management, there is not only ample space for the bus service to operatewith effective management, there is not only ample space for the bus service to operatewith effective management, there is not only ample space for the bus service to operate

but also great potential for it to develop.  From the market point of view, it isbut also great potential for it to develop.  From the market point of view, it isbut also great potential for it to develop.  From the market point of view, it isbut also great potential for it to develop.  From the market point of view, it is

absolutely feasible to release the bus routes for open competition.absolutely feasible to release the bus routes for open competition.absolutely feasible to release the bus routes for open competition.absolutely feasible to release the bus routes for open competition.

For the operators of franchised bus service on Hong Kong Island, the prime issueFor the operators of franchised bus service on Hong Kong Island, the prime issueFor the operators of franchised bus service on Hong Kong Island, the prime issueFor the operators of franchised bus service on Hong Kong Island, the prime issue

for them is to strike a proper balance between commercial interests and socialfor them is to strike a proper balance between commercial interests and socialfor them is to strike a proper balance between commercial interests and socialfor them is to strike a proper balance between commercial interests and social

responsibilities.  That is to say, they are held responsible to the public and theresponsibilities.  That is to say, they are held responsible to the public and theresponsibilities.  That is to say, they are held responsible to the public and theresponsibilities.  That is to say, they are held responsible to the public and the

Government in addition to being accountable to their company shareholders.Government in addition to being accountable to their company shareholders.Government in addition to being accountable to their company shareholders.Government in addition to being accountable to their company shareholders.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public bus is the basic form ofMRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public bus is the basic form ofMRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public bus is the basic form ofMRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public bus is the basic form of

mass transport.  Public buses carry an average of 3.5 million passenger boardingsmass transport.  Public buses carry an average of 3.5 million passenger boardingsmass transport.  Public buses carry an average of 3.5 million passenger boardingsmass transport.  Public buses carry an average of 3.5 million passenger boardings

a day, representing a 35% share of total ridership carried by all modes of transport.a day, representing a 35% share of total ridership carried by all modes of transport.a day, representing a 35% share of total ridership carried by all modes of transport.a day, representing a 35% share of total ridership carried by all modes of transport.

The quality of bus services is thus closely related to the everyday life of the generalThe quality of bus services is thus closely related to the everyday life of the generalThe quality of bus services is thus closely related to the everyday life of the generalThe quality of bus services is thus closely related to the everyday life of the general

public. The Government has all along adopted a franchised bus policy to monitorpublic. The Government has all along adopted a franchised bus policy to monitorpublic. The Government has all along adopted a franchised bus policy to monitorpublic. The Government has all along adopted a franchised bus policy to monitor

private bus operators through franchises and Profit Control Scheme.  The policy aimsprivate bus operators through franchises and Profit Control Scheme.  The policy aimsprivate bus operators through franchises and Profit Control Scheme.  The policy aimsprivate bus operators through franchises and Profit Control Scheme.  The policy aims

at ensuring that consumers can be provided with an adequate and quality bus serviceat ensuring that consumers can be provided with an adequate and quality bus serviceat ensuring that consumers can be provided with an adequate and quality bus serviceat ensuring that consumers can be provided with an adequate and quality bus service

at a reasonable price, while bus operators and investors can get a reasonable profitat a reasonable price, while bus operators and investors can get a reasonable profitat a reasonable price, while bus operators and investors can get a reasonable profitat a reasonable price, while bus operators and investors can get a reasonable profit

return.  Recently, the franchised bus policy and the two franchised bus companiesreturn.  Recently, the franchised bus policy and the two franchised bus companiesreturn.  Recently, the franchised bus policy and the two franchised bus companiesreturn.  Recently, the franchised bus policy and the two franchised bus companies

have frequently drawn a lot of criticisms.  In the past, the Government always saidhave frequently drawn a lot of criticisms.  In the past, the Government always saidhave frequently drawn a lot of criticisms.  In the past, the Government always saidhave frequently drawn a lot of criticisms.  In the past, the Government always said

that the franchise agreement cannot be amended unilaterally and hence its inactionthat the franchise agreement cannot be amended unilaterally and hence its inactionthat the franchise agreement cannot be amended unilaterally and hence its inactionthat the franchise agreement cannot be amended unilaterally and hence its inaction

to amend the policy. However, as the franchise of the China Motor Bus Company (CMB)to amend the policy. However, as the franchise of the China Motor Bus Company (CMB)to amend the policy. However, as the franchise of the China Motor Bus Company (CMB)to amend the policy. However, as the franchise of the China Motor Bus Company (CMB)

is due to expire in August next year, the Government must face the problem squarelyis due to expire in August next year, the Government must face the problem squarelyis due to expire in August next year, the Government must face the problem squarelyis due to expire in August next year, the Government must face the problem squarely

before making a decision on extending the franchise to CMB.  It must seriously conductbefore making a decision on extending the franchise to CMB.  It must seriously conductbefore making a decision on extending the franchise to CMB.  It must seriously conductbefore making a decision on extending the franchise to CMB.  It must seriously conduct

a comprehensive and critical review on the implementation of the franchised bus policya comprehensive and critical review on the implementation of the franchised bus policya comprehensive and critical review on the implementation of the franchised bus policya comprehensive and critical review on the implementation of the franchised bus policy

over the years and practically monitor the bus companies to ensure that the interestover the years and practically monitor the bus companies to ensure that the interestover the years and practically monitor the bus companies to ensure that the interestover the years and practically monitor the bus companies to ensure that the interest

of bus passengers, operators and investors can be well served.of bus passengers, operators and investors can be well served.of bus passengers, operators and investors can be well served.of bus passengers, operators and investors can be well served.

As is commonly known, the Profit Control Scheme is that part of the franchisedAs is commonly known, the Profit Control Scheme is that part of the franchisedAs is commonly known, the Profit Control Scheme is that part of the franchisedAs is commonly known, the Profit Control Scheme is that part of the franchised

bus policy mostly criticized and queried.  The scheme stipulates that the annualbus policy mostly criticized and queried.  The scheme stipulates that the annualbus policy mostly criticized and queried.  The scheme stipulates that the annualbus policy mostly criticized and queried.  The scheme stipulates that the annual

profit of the franchised bus company must not exceed a specified percentage of itsprofit of the franchised bus company must not exceed a specified percentage of itsprofit of the franchised bus company must not exceed a specified percentage of itsprofit of the franchised bus company must not exceed a specified percentage of its

net fixed assets (15% for CMB).  Despite this percentage as an upper limit for thenet fixed assets (15% for CMB).  Despite this percentage as an upper limit for thenet fixed assets (15% for CMB).  Despite this percentage as an upper limit for thenet fixed assets (15% for CMB).  Despite this percentage as an upper limit for the

profit of the bus company, for the five years between   1985-90, CMB has managed toprofit of the bus company, for the five years between   1985-90, CMB has managed toprofit of the bus company, for the five years between   1985-90, CMB has managed toprofit of the bus company, for the five years between   1985-90, CMB has managed to

obtain the permitted return (before the deduction of interests).  In a bid to improveobtain the permitted return (before the deduction of interests).  In a bid to improveobtain the permitted return (before the deduction of interests).  In a bid to improveobtain the permitted return (before the deduction of interests).  In a bid to improve



services, franchised bus companies have recently started to purchase air-conditionedservices, franchised bus companies have recently started to purchase air-conditionedservices, franchised bus companies have recently started to purchase air-conditionedservices, franchised bus companies have recently started to purchase air-conditioned

buses.  This would increase the company's net fixed assets and in turn, its permittedbuses.  This would increase the company's net fixed assets and in turn, its permittedbuses.  This would increase the company's net fixed assets and in turn, its permittedbuses.  This would increase the company's net fixed assets and in turn, its permitted

return.  Bus fares will inevitably be on the increase.  This will be the case evenreturn.  Bus fares will inevitably be on the increase.  This will be the case evenreturn.  Bus fares will inevitably be on the increase.  This will be the case evenreturn.  Bus fares will inevitably be on the increase.  This will be the case even

if the bus company is providing substandard service, though the increase in bus faresif the bus company is providing substandard service, though the increase in bus faresif the bus company is providing substandard service, though the increase in bus faresif the bus company is providing substandard service, though the increase in bus fares

does not guarantee a corresponding rise in the standard of service.  In thisdoes not guarantee a corresponding rise in the standard of service.  In thisdoes not guarantee a corresponding rise in the standard of service.  In thisdoes not guarantee a corresponding rise in the standard of service.  In this

connection, I think it is time for the Government to review the need of pegging theconnection, I think it is time for the Government to review the need of pegging theconnection, I think it is time for the Government to review the need of pegging theconnection, I think it is time for the Government to review the need of pegging the

permitted return to the net fixed assets.  I understand that the purpose of fixingpermitted return to the net fixed assets.  I understand that the purpose of fixingpermitted return to the net fixed assets.  I understand that the purpose of fixingpermitted return to the net fixed assets.  I understand that the purpose of fixing

the permitted return on the basis of assets is to encourage the franchised companythe permitted return on the basis of assets is to encourage the franchised companythe permitted return on the basis of assets is to encourage the franchised companythe permitted return on the basis of assets is to encourage the franchised company

to reinvest its profits in its assets so as to improve services.  However, theto reinvest its profits in its assets so as to improve services.  However, theto reinvest its profits in its assets so as to improve services.  However, theto reinvest its profits in its assets so as to improve services.  However, the

realization of this well-intended motive depends, to a large extent, on whether therealization of this well-intended motive depends, to a large extent, on whether therealization of this well-intended motive depends, to a large extent, on whether therealization of this well-intended motive depends, to a large extent, on whether the

franchised bus companies are conscientious enough to put into effect this goal throughfranchised bus companies are conscientious enough to put into effect this goal throughfranchised bus companies are conscientious enough to put into effect this goal throughfranchised bus companies are conscientious enough to put into effect this goal through

their management and operation.  Are bus companies committed to providing good andtheir management and operation.  Are bus companies committed to providing good andtheir management and operation.  Are bus companies committed to providing good andtheir management and operation.  Are bus companies committed to providing good and

worthy services to the public given the guarantee of the Profit Control Scheme?worthy services to the public given the guarantee of the Profit Control Scheme?worthy services to the public given the guarantee of the Profit Control Scheme?worthy services to the public given the guarantee of the Profit Control Scheme?

Regrettably, the performances of franchised bus companies and the Government inRegrettably, the performances of franchised bus companies and the Government inRegrettably, the performances of franchised bus companies and the Government inRegrettably, the performances of franchised bus companies and the Government in

implementing the franchised policy are not to the satisfaction of taxpayers.  Forimplementing the franchised policy are not to the satisfaction of taxpayers.  Forimplementing the franchised policy are not to the satisfaction of taxpayers.  Forimplementing the franchised policy are not to the satisfaction of taxpayers.  For

example, despite the fact that bus fares of CMB has gone up threefold over the pastexample, despite the fact that bus fares of CMB has gone up threefold over the pastexample, despite the fact that bus fares of CMB has gone up threefold over the pastexample, despite the fact that bus fares of CMB has gone up threefold over the past

ten years, its services have not been improved.  In fact, the services of CMB isten years, its services have not been improved.  In fact, the services of CMB isten years, its services have not been improved.  In fact, the services of CMB isten years, its services have not been improved.  In fact, the services of CMB is

inferior to that of KMB.  From April 1990 to the end of March 1991, the number ofinferior to that of KMB.  From April 1990 to the end of March 1991, the number ofinferior to that of KMB.  From April 1990 to the end of March 1991, the number ofinferior to that of KMB.  From April 1990 to the end of March 1991, the number of

complaints against CMB and KMB stood at 494 and 1 167 respectively.  Bearing in mindcomplaints against CMB and KMB stood at 494 and 1 167 respectively.  Bearing in mindcomplaints against CMB and KMB stood at 494 and 1 167 respectively.  Bearing in mindcomplaints against CMB and KMB stood at 494 and 1 167 respectively.  Bearing in mind

that the fleet of KMB is about three times as large as that of CMB and the annualthat the fleet of KMB is about three times as large as that of CMB and the annualthat the fleet of KMB is about three times as large as that of CMB and the annualthat the fleet of KMB is about three times as large as that of CMB and the annual

ridership of KMB is about 3.5 times more, CMB in fact draws more complaints than KMB.ridership of KMB is about 3.5 times more, CMB in fact draws more complaints than KMB.ridership of KMB is about 3.5 times more, CMB in fact draws more complaints than KMB.ridership of KMB is about 3.5 times more, CMB in fact draws more complaints than KMB.

I must point out that the number of complaints against the two bus companies farI must point out that the number of complaints against the two bus companies farI must point out that the number of complaints against the two bus companies farI must point out that the number of complaints against the two bus companies far

exceeds that against other major modes of public transport.  This phenomenon is worthexceeds that against other major modes of public transport.  This phenomenon is worthexceeds that against other major modes of public transport.  This phenomenon is worthexceeds that against other major modes of public transport.  This phenomenon is worth

paying attention to.paying attention to.paying attention to.paying attention to.

Complaints against CMB arComplaints against CMB arComplaints against CMB arComplaints against CMB are mainly on inadequate bus service, non-adherence toe mainly on inadequate bus service, non-adherence toe mainly on inadequate bus service, non-adherence toe mainly on inadequate bus service, non-adherence to

scheduled frequency, long waiting time, poor attitudes of bus drivers, ageing of busscheduled frequency, long waiting time, poor attitudes of bus drivers, ageing of busscheduled frequency, long waiting time, poor attitudes of bus drivers, ageing of busscheduled frequency, long waiting time, poor attitudes of bus drivers, ageing of bus

fleet and high accident rate, and so on.  These are long standing problems of CMB.fleet and high accident rate, and so on.  These are long standing problems of CMB.fleet and high accident rate, and so on.  These are long standing problems of CMB.fleet and high accident rate, and so on.  These are long standing problems of CMB.

According to the information provided by CMB to the Transport Department, the numberAccording to the information provided by CMB to the Transport Department, the numberAccording to the information provided by CMB to the Transport Department, the numberAccording to the information provided by CMB to the Transport Department, the number

of buses deployed are double that as stipulated.  Yet, the public complain of grossof buses deployed are double that as stipulated.  Yet, the public complain of grossof buses deployed are double that as stipulated.  Yet, the public complain of grossof buses deployed are double that as stipulated.  Yet, the public complain of gross

underdeployment of buses on certain routes, particularly the ones which incur lossesunderdeployment of buses on certain routes, particularly the ones which incur lossesunderdeployment of buses on certain routes, particularly the ones which incur lossesunderdeployment of buses on certain routes, particularly the ones which incur losses

due to low patronage.  According to a special survey conducted by the Transportdue to low patronage.  According to a special survey conducted by the Transportdue to low patronage.  According to a special survey conducted by the Transportdue to low patronage.  According to a special survey conducted by the Transport

Department in December, the number of buses deployed to run on certain routes is lowerDepartment in December, the number of buses deployed to run on certain routes is lowerDepartment in December, the number of buses deployed to run on certain routes is lowerDepartment in December, the number of buses deployed to run on certain routes is lower

than that stipulated.  At the annual general meeting of CMB held at the end of lastthan that stipulated.  At the annual general meeting of CMB held at the end of lastthan that stipulated.  At the annual general meeting of CMB held at the end of lastthan that stipulated.  At the annual general meeting of CMB held at the end of last

year, the Chairman of the Board, Mr NGAN Shing-kun, said that there was an obviousyear, the Chairman of the Board, Mr NGAN Shing-kun, said that there was an obviousyear, the Chairman of the Board, Mr NGAN Shing-kun, said that there was an obviousyear, the Chairman of the Board, Mr NGAN Shing-kun, said that there was an obvious

drop of passengers on the Hong Kong Island.  In order to attain the best economicdrop of passengers on the Hong Kong Island.  In order to attain the best economicdrop of passengers on the Hong Kong Island.  In order to attain the best economicdrop of passengers on the Hong Kong Island.  In order to attain the best economic

benefits, the company planned to reschedule all bus routes.  According to ourbenefits, the company planned to reschedule all bus routes.  According to ourbenefits, the company planned to reschedule all bus routes.  According to ourbenefits, the company planned to reschedule all bus routes.  According to our



understanding, the company would cut the frequency of bus services on routes withoutunderstanding, the company would cut the frequency of bus services on routes withoutunderstanding, the company would cut the frequency of bus services on routes withoutunderstanding, the company would cut the frequency of bus services on routes without

an satisfactory increase of passengers.an satisfactory increase of passengers.an satisfactory increase of passengers.an satisfactory increase of passengers.

To cut the frequency of bus services on the pretext of insufficient passengerTo cut the frequency of bus services on the pretext of insufficient passengerTo cut the frequency of bus services on the pretext of insufficient passengerTo cut the frequency of bus services on the pretext of insufficient passenger

is unacceptable.  As a public utility which has all along enjoyed a franchise, ifis unacceptable.  As a public utility which has all along enjoyed a franchise, ifis unacceptable.  As a public utility which has all along enjoyed a franchise, ifis unacceptable.  As a public utility which has all along enjoyed a franchise, if

CMB would like to have its franchise extended in August next year, it should adoptCMB would like to have its franchise extended in August next year, it should adoptCMB would like to have its franchise extended in August next year, it should adoptCMB would like to have its franchise extended in August next year, it should adopt

active and positive measures to improve its management and upgrade its services soactive and positive measures to improve its management and upgrade its services soactive and positive measures to improve its management and upgrade its services soactive and positive measures to improve its management and upgrade its services so

as to attract more passengers.  To respond to falling patronage by cuttingas to attract more passengers.  To respond to falling patronage by cuttingas to attract more passengers.  To respond to falling patronage by cuttingas to attract more passengers.  To respond to falling patronage by cutting

administrative cost is a retrogressive business approach which would lead to moreadministrative cost is a retrogressive business approach which would lead to moreadministrative cost is a retrogressive business approach which would lead to moreadministrative cost is a retrogressive business approach which would lead to more

public discontent.public discontent.public discontent.public discontent.

In the past, CMB has always been criticized for its outdated management style.In the past, CMB has always been criticized for its outdated management style.In the past, CMB has always been criticized for its outdated management style.In the past, CMB has always been criticized for its outdated management style.

At the strong request of the Government, CMB had commissioned a consultant to studyAt the strong request of the Government, CMB had commissioned a consultant to studyAt the strong request of the Government, CMB had commissioned a consultant to studyAt the strong request of the Government, CMB had commissioned a consultant to study

the problem.  Although some administrative improvements have been made in the pastthe problem.  Although some administrative improvements have been made in the pastthe problem.  Although some administrative improvements have been made in the pastthe problem.  Although some administrative improvements have been made in the past

one or two years, the centralized management style still prevails.  Hence, theone or two years, the centralized management style still prevails.  Hence, theone or two years, the centralized management style still prevails.  Hence, theone or two years, the centralized management style still prevails.  Hence, the

Government must examine critically whether the administrative improvements areGovernment must examine critically whether the administrative improvements areGovernment must examine critically whether the administrative improvements areGovernment must examine critically whether the administrative improvements are

superficial or substantial in nature.  Furthermore, it is also important to considersuperficial or substantial in nature.  Furthermore, it is also important to considersuperficial or substantial in nature.  Furthermore, it is also important to considersuperficial or substantial in nature.  Furthermore, it is also important to consider

if these measures can be sustained and if they can actually bring about better services.if these measures can be sustained and if they can actually bring about better services.if these measures can be sustained and if they can actually bring about better services.if these measures can be sustained and if they can actually bring about better services.

As a matter of fact, the OMELCO Panel on Transport has, over the past year, paid closeAs a matter of fact, the OMELCO Panel on Transport has, over the past year, paid closeAs a matter of fact, the OMELCO Panel on Transport has, over the past year, paid closeAs a matter of fact, the OMELCO Panel on Transport has, over the past year, paid close

attention to whether or not CMB has actually implemented the recommendations of theattention to whether or not CMB has actually implemented the recommendations of theattention to whether or not CMB has actually implemented the recommendations of theattention to whether or not CMB has actually implemented the recommendations of the

consultant.  The Panel has noted the slow progress of the improvement and the lackconsultant.  The Panel has noted the slow progress of the improvement and the lackconsultant.  The Panel has noted the slow progress of the improvement and the lackconsultant.  The Panel has noted the slow progress of the improvement and the lack

of transparency of CMB's operation.  It is still sceptical about the ability of CMBof transparency of CMB's operation.  It is still sceptical about the ability of CMBof transparency of CMB's operation.  It is still sceptical about the ability of CMBof transparency of CMB's operation.  It is still sceptical about the ability of CMB

to bring about an actual improvement of its services.to bring about an actual improvement of its services.to bring about an actual improvement of its services.to bring about an actual improvement of its services.

I believe a responsible public transport company should be directly accountableI believe a responsible public transport company should be directly accountableI believe a responsible public transport company should be directly accountableI believe a responsible public transport company should be directly accountable

to the public and should communicate with the public to bring about a better service.to the public and should communicate with the public to bring about a better service.to the public and should communicate with the public to bring about a better service.to the public and should communicate with the public to bring about a better service.

The company should also take the initiative to strengthen its consultation channelThe company should also take the initiative to strengthen its consultation channelThe company should also take the initiative to strengthen its consultation channelThe company should also take the initiative to strengthen its consultation channel

so that the public can have a better understanding of the operation of the company,so that the public can have a better understanding of the operation of the company,so that the public can have a better understanding of the operation of the company,so that the public can have a better understanding of the operation of the company,

its development schemes, the policy on charges, the background for fare increases,its development schemes, the policy on charges, the background for fare increases,its development schemes, the policy on charges, the background for fare increases,its development schemes, the policy on charges, the background for fare increases,

and so on.  This will definitely help to avoid unnecessary confrontations betweenand so on.  This will definitely help to avoid unnecessary confrontations betweenand so on.  This will definitely help to avoid unnecessary confrontations betweenand so on.  This will definitely help to avoid unnecessary confrontations between

the public and the company. I am aware that the Administration has urged CMB to setthe public and the company. I am aware that the Administration has urged CMB to setthe public and the company. I am aware that the Administration has urged CMB to setthe public and the company. I am aware that the Administration has urged CMB to set

up a Passenger Liaison Group (at present only KCRC and KMB have set up similarup a Passenger Liaison Group (at present only KCRC and KMB have set up similarup a Passenger Liaison Group (at present only KCRC and KMB have set up similarup a Passenger Liaison Group (at present only KCRC and KMB have set up similar

organizations), but this suggestion was rejected by CMB.  As a window-dressingorganizations), but this suggestion was rejected by CMB.  As a window-dressingorganizations), but this suggestion was rejected by CMB.  As a window-dressingorganizations), but this suggestion was rejected by CMB.  As a window-dressing

gesture, CMB set up a good will bus. CMB's obstinacy is indeed disappointing.gesture, CMB set up a good will bus. CMB's obstinacy is indeed disappointing.gesture, CMB set up a good will bus. CMB's obstinacy is indeed disappointing.gesture, CMB set up a good will bus. CMB's obstinacy is indeed disappointing.

Furthermore, I understand that in the past, CMB is very unco-operative in sendingFurthermore, I understand that in the past, CMB is very unco-operative in sendingFurthermore, I understand that in the past, CMB is very unco-operative in sendingFurthermore, I understand that in the past, CMB is very unco-operative in sending

its staff to attend district board meetings to explain its route development plan.its staff to attend district board meetings to explain its route development plan.its staff to attend district board meetings to explain its route development plan.its staff to attend district board meetings to explain its route development plan.

Such an attitude has led to local resentment.  I believe CMB ought to review itsSuch an attitude has led to local resentment.  I believe CMB ought to review itsSuch an attitude has led to local resentment.  I believe CMB ought to review itsSuch an attitude has led to local resentment.  I believe CMB ought to review its

attitude.attitude.attitude.attitude.



I hope that the Government, in its deliberation of granting the new franchise,I hope that the Government, in its deliberation of granting the new franchise,I hope that the Government, in its deliberation of granting the new franchise,I hope that the Government, in its deliberation of granting the new franchise,

should find ways to change its present image of being a passive and ineffectiveshould find ways to change its present image of being a passive and ineffectiveshould find ways to change its present image of being a passive and ineffectiveshould find ways to change its present image of being a passive and ineffective

monitoring body.  It should instead actively monitor CMB and other franchisedmonitoring body.  It should instead actively monitor CMB and other franchisedmonitoring body.  It should instead actively monitor CMB and other franchisedmonitoring body.  It should instead actively monitor CMB and other franchised

transport utilities.  Yet, in reality, we can hardly expect the Government to acttransport utilities.  Yet, in reality, we can hardly expect the Government to acttransport utilities.  Yet, in reality, we can hardly expect the Government to acttransport utilities.  Yet, in reality, we can hardly expect the Government to act

like a child minder to supervise these organizations all the time.  The utilitieslike a child minder to supervise these organizations all the time.  The utilitieslike a child minder to supervise these organizations all the time.  The utilitieslike a child minder to supervise these organizations all the time.  The utilities

concerned must consciously operate in a self-perfecting way.  This is the bestconcerned must consciously operate in a self-perfecting way.  This is the bestconcerned must consciously operate in a self-perfecting way.  This is the bestconcerned must consciously operate in a self-perfecting way.  This is the best

durable solution.  How can the utilities concerned be made to operate actively indurable solution.  How can the utilities concerned be made to operate actively indurable solution.  How can the utilities concerned be made to operate actively indurable solution.  How can the utilities concerned be made to operate actively in

a self-perfecting way?  In my opinion, the Government should consider introducinga self-perfecting way?  In my opinion, the Government should consider introducinga self-perfecting way?  In my opinion, the Government should consider introducinga self-perfecting way?  In my opinion, the Government should consider introducing

an element of competition in the bus franchise mechanism.  The MacDonnell Road Routean element of competition in the bus franchise mechanism.  The MacDonnell Road Routean element of competition in the bus franchise mechanism.  The MacDonnell Road Routean element of competition in the bus franchise mechanism.  The MacDonnell Road Route

is a start.  I hope the Government will gradually grant, in package, some profitableis a start.  I hope the Government will gradually grant, in package, some profitableis a start.  I hope the Government will gradually grant, in package, some profitableis a start.  I hope the Government will gradually grant, in package, some profitable

and loss-incurring routes to competent bidders so as to stimulate healthy competitionand loss-incurring routes to competent bidders so as to stimulate healthy competitionand loss-incurring routes to competent bidders so as to stimulate healthy competitionand loss-incurring routes to competent bidders so as to stimulate healthy competition

among operators to provide better bus services.  For those utilities with a historyamong operators to provide better bus services.  For those utilities with a historyamong operators to provide better bus services.  For those utilities with a historyamong operators to provide better bus services.  For those utilities with a history

of poor management, the introduction of competition is a punishment as well as a trial.of poor management, the introduction of competition is a punishment as well as a trial.of poor management, the introduction of competition is a punishment as well as a trial.of poor management, the introduction of competition is a punishment as well as a trial.

Whether the utility can survive the trial or not depends on the sincerity of theWhether the utility can survive the trial or not depends on the sincerity of theWhether the utility can survive the trial or not depends on the sincerity of theWhether the utility can survive the trial or not depends on the sincerity of the

utility to overhaul its management style.utility to overhaul its management style.utility to overhaul its management style.utility to overhaul its management style.

Mr Deputy PrMr Deputy PrMr Deputy PrMr Deputy President, before the expiry of CMB's franchise, the Government hasesident, before the expiry of CMB's franchise, the Government hasesident, before the expiry of CMB's franchise, the Government hasesident, before the expiry of CMB's franchise, the Government has

the urgent task to fully consult and consider the public's opinion and comments onthe urgent task to fully consult and consider the public's opinion and comments onthe urgent task to fully consult and consider the public's opinion and comments onthe urgent task to fully consult and consider the public's opinion and comments on

the services of CMB.  It can then decide whether CMB should be granted the franchisethe services of CMB.  It can then decide whether CMB should be granted the franchisethe services of CMB.  It can then decide whether CMB should be granted the franchisethe services of CMB.  It can then decide whether CMB should be granted the franchise

to run all or some of the routes, so as to bring better services to the public duringto run all or some of the routes, so as to bring better services to the public duringto run all or some of the routes, so as to bring better services to the public duringto run all or some of the routes, so as to bring better services to the public during

the period covered by the new franchise.the period covered by the new franchise.the period covered by the new franchise.the period covered by the new franchise.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have only a few words to say on this subject.MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have only a few words to say on this subject.MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have only a few words to say on this subject.MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have only a few words to say on this subject.

During the 40 years I have worked in Hong Kong, I have listened to continualDuring the 40 years I have worked in Hong Kong, I have listened to continualDuring the 40 years I have worked in Hong Kong, I have listened to continualDuring the 40 years I have worked in Hong Kong, I have listened to continual

complaint about the two bus companies under discussion today. During the years ofcomplaint about the two bus companies under discussion today. During the years ofcomplaint about the two bus companies under discussion today. During the years ofcomplaint about the two bus companies under discussion today. During the years of

rapid expansion of our population from immigration and natural growth and with anrapid expansion of our population from immigration and natural growth and with anrapid expansion of our population from immigration and natural growth and with anrapid expansion of our population from immigration and natural growth and with an

economy always short of funds for improvement of services, there were perhaps goodeconomy always short of funds for improvement of services, there were perhaps goodeconomy always short of funds for improvement of services, there were perhaps goodeconomy always short of funds for improvement of services, there were perhaps good

reasons for the failure of these two major bus companies to provide the quality ofreasons for the failure of these two major bus companies to provide the quality ofreasons for the failure of these two major bus companies to provide the quality ofreasons for the failure of these two major bus companies to provide the quality of

service at that time that the people deserved.  Bad maintenance, an appalling recordservice at that time that the people deserved.  Bad maintenance, an appalling recordservice at that time that the people deserved.  Bad maintenance, an appalling recordservice at that time that the people deserved.  Bad maintenance, an appalling record

of breakdowns, the purchase of second-hand buses which had already run their lifeof breakdowns, the purchase of second-hand buses which had already run their lifeof breakdowns, the purchase of second-hand buses which had already run their lifeof breakdowns, the purchase of second-hand buses which had already run their life

course in Britain, filthy interiors, poor drivers and an overall lack of concerncourse in Britain, filthy interiors, poor drivers and an overall lack of concerncourse in Britain, filthy interiors, poor drivers and an overall lack of concerncourse in Britain, filthy interiors, poor drivers and an overall lack of concern

within the companies for the public they were supposed to serve.  These were a fewwithin the companies for the public they were supposed to serve.  These were a fewwithin the companies for the public they were supposed to serve.  These were a fewwithin the companies for the public they were supposed to serve.  These were a few

of the complaints.  I used the buses a lot in my earlier years and the complaints,of the complaints.  I used the buses a lot in my earlier years and the complaints,of the complaints.  I used the buses a lot in my earlier years and the complaints,of the complaints.  I used the buses a lot in my earlier years and the complaints,



I felt, were justified.I felt, were justified.I felt, were justified.I felt, were justified.

During the last 15 to 20 years however there has been much less justificationDuring the last 15 to 20 years however there has been much less justificationDuring the last 15 to 20 years however there has been much less justificationDuring the last 15 to 20 years however there has been much less justification

in answering the litany of complaints directed at both bus companies and particularlyin answering the litany of complaints directed at both bus companies and particularlyin answering the litany of complaints directed at both bus companies and particularlyin answering the litany of complaints directed at both bus companies and particularly

at CMB.  The needs of the Hong Kong public for transport services are much betterat CMB.  The needs of the Hong Kong public for transport services are much betterat CMB.  The needs of the Hong Kong public for transport services are much betterat CMB.  The needs of the Hong Kong public for transport services are much better

known than ever before.  Our transport system is under organized scrutiny and bothknown than ever before.  Our transport system is under organized scrutiny and bothknown than ever before.  Our transport system is under organized scrutiny and bothknown than ever before.  Our transport system is under organized scrutiny and both

bus companies have had the benefit of continual government co-operation in settingbus companies have had the benefit of continual government co-operation in settingbus companies have had the benefit of continual government co-operation in settingbus companies have had the benefit of continual government co-operation in setting

their targets and improving the quality of their service.  It is also a fact thattheir targets and improving the quality of their service.  It is also a fact thattheir targets and improving the quality of their service.  It is also a fact thattheir targets and improving the quality of their service.  It is also a fact that

both these companies have been consistently profitable and the financial arrangementsboth these companies have been consistently profitable and the financial arrangementsboth these companies have been consistently profitable and the financial arrangementsboth these companies have been consistently profitable and the financial arrangements

negotiated by them with the Government ensure that they will enjoy a good level ofnegotiated by them with the Government ensure that they will enjoy a good level ofnegotiated by them with the Government ensure that they will enjoy a good level ofnegotiated by them with the Government ensure that they will enjoy a good level of

profitability for many years to come.profitability for many years to come.profitability for many years to come.profitability for many years to come.

The system by which the bus companies buy spare parts may also provide the meansThe system by which the bus companies buy spare parts may also provide the meansThe system by which the bus companies buy spare parts may also provide the meansThe system by which the bus companies buy spare parts may also provide the means

for further profit.for further profit.for further profit.for further profit.

That, I think, is part of the trouble.  When a company is given a monopoly andThat, I think, is part of the trouble.  When a company is given a monopoly andThat, I think, is part of the trouble.  When a company is given a monopoly andThat, I think, is part of the trouble.  When a company is given a monopoly and

a guaranteed return on investment and when it does not have to face competition ita guaranteed return on investment and when it does not have to face competition ita guaranteed return on investment and when it does not have to face competition ita guaranteed return on investment and when it does not have to face competition it

may well become complacent, lazy and uncaring about its public obligations.  Itsmay well become complacent, lazy and uncaring about its public obligations.  Itsmay well become complacent, lazy and uncaring about its public obligations.  Itsmay well become complacent, lazy and uncaring about its public obligations.  Its

management may have little real incentive to improve.  In a harsh commercialmanagement may have little real incentive to improve.  In a harsh commercialmanagement may have little real incentive to improve.  In a harsh commercialmanagement may have little real incentive to improve.  In a harsh commercial

competitive environment such a company would probably go down.  In a protectedcompetitive environment such a company would probably go down.  In a protectedcompetitive environment such a company would probably go down.  In a protectedcompetitive environment such a company would probably go down.  In a protected

environment, both bus companies have continued to reward their shareholdersenvironment, both bus companies have continued to reward their shareholdersenvironment, both bus companies have continued to reward their shareholdersenvironment, both bus companies have continued to reward their shareholders

handsomely.  I cannot say the same for their staff and workers, especially for theirhandsomely.  I cannot say the same for their staff and workers, especially for theirhandsomely.  I cannot say the same for their staff and workers, especially for theirhandsomely.  I cannot say the same for their staff and workers, especially for their

drivers. Neither company is noted for the quality of its labour/management relationsdrivers. Neither company is noted for the quality of its labour/management relationsdrivers. Neither company is noted for the quality of its labour/management relationsdrivers. Neither company is noted for the quality of its labour/management relations

nor for the generosity of its retirement benefits.  The complaints I hear now arenor for the generosity of its retirement benefits.  The complaints I hear now arenor for the generosity of its retirement benefits.  The complaints I hear now arenor for the generosity of its retirement benefits.  The complaints I hear now are

almost the same as those I heard many years ago.  I feel that the Government has beenalmost the same as those I heard many years ago.  I feel that the Government has beenalmost the same as those I heard many years ago.  I feel that the Government has beenalmost the same as those I heard many years ago.  I feel that the Government has been

rather too helpful and generally too soft with these companies in ensuring that theyrather too helpful and generally too soft with these companies in ensuring that theyrather too helpful and generally too soft with these companies in ensuring that theyrather too helpful and generally too soft with these companies in ensuring that they

met the highest standards of management efficiency.  I am told that the Governmentmet the highest standards of management efficiency.  I am told that the Governmentmet the highest standards of management efficiency.  I am told that the Governmentmet the highest standards of management efficiency.  I am told that the Government

does not have the right to interfere with the management of either company.  If thatdoes not have the right to interfere with the management of either company.  If thatdoes not have the right to interfere with the management of either company.  If thatdoes not have the right to interfere with the management of either company.  If that

is the case then I think the Schemes of Control which apply to these companies shouldis the case then I think the Schemes of Control which apply to these companies shouldis the case then I think the Schemes of Control which apply to these companies shouldis the case then I think the Schemes of Control which apply to these companies should

be modified at the earlier opportunity.be modified at the earlier opportunity.be modified at the earlier opportunity.be modified at the earlier opportunity.

Above all, both companies should face the pressures of competition.  I have notAbove all, both companies should face the pressures of competition.  I have notAbove all, both companies should face the pressures of competition.  I have notAbove all, both companies should face the pressures of competition.  I have not

the slightest doubt that this would bring about a radical improvement in the attitudesthe slightest doubt that this would bring about a radical improvement in the attitudesthe slightest doubt that this would bring about a radical improvement in the attitudesthe slightest doubt that this would bring about a radical improvement in the attitudes

of the companies and in the overhaul of their management systems.  The public wouldof the companies and in the overhaul of their management systems.  The public wouldof the companies and in the overhaul of their management systems.  The public wouldof the companies and in the overhaul of their management systems.  The public would

surely benefit.surely benefit.surely benefit.surely benefit.

The proof is already before us.  Citibus and its provision of new high qualityThe proof is already before us.  Citibus and its provision of new high qualityThe proof is already before us.  Citibus and its provision of new high qualityThe proof is already before us.  Citibus and its provision of new high quality

services has galvanized CMB into competitive improvement.  A company which wasservices has galvanized CMB into competitive improvement.  A company which wasservices has galvanized CMB into competitive improvement.  A company which wasservices has galvanized CMB into competitive improvement.  A company which was



managerially dead has begun to show signs that it can compete or at least that itmanagerially dead has begun to show signs that it can compete or at least that itmanagerially dead has begun to show signs that it can compete or at least that itmanagerially dead has begun to show signs that it can compete or at least that it

will try to do so.will try to do so.will try to do so.will try to do so.

Hong Kong is itself a prime example of market driven competition. Our transportHong Kong is itself a prime example of market driven competition. Our transportHong Kong is itself a prime example of market driven competition. Our transportHong Kong is itself a prime example of market driven competition. Our transport

systems are essential to our economic livelihood.  The best way to keep them efficientsystems are essential to our economic livelihood.  The best way to keep them efficientsystems are essential to our economic livelihood.  The best way to keep them efficientsystems are essential to our economic livelihood.  The best way to keep them efficient

is to provide good quality competition.is to provide good quality competition.is to provide good quality competition.is to provide good quality competition.

I therefore propose that the Government, as a matter of policy, opens up as manyI therefore propose that the Government, as a matter of policy, opens up as manyI therefore propose that the Government, as a matter of policy, opens up as manyI therefore propose that the Government, as a matter of policy, opens up as many

bus routes as possible and progressively to competition. Citibus, I am sure, is readybus routes as possible and progressively to competition. Citibus, I am sure, is readybus routes as possible and progressively to competition. Citibus, I am sure, is readybus routes as possible and progressively to competition. Citibus, I am sure, is ready

and willing to take up the challenge.  Other companies may also do so.and willing to take up the challenge.  Other companies may also do so.and willing to take up the challenge.  Other companies may also do so.and willing to take up the challenge.  Other companies may also do so.

I repeaI repeaI repeaI repeat that it is the Hong Kong public that will eventually benefit.t that it is the Hong Kong public that will eventually benefit.t that it is the Hong Kong public that will eventually benefit.t that it is the Hong Kong public that will eventually benefit.

Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

MR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I only want to make some comments on one highlyMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I only want to make some comments on one highlyMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I only want to make some comments on one highlyMR VINCENT CHENG: Mr Deputy President, I only want to make some comments on one highly

neglected area in Hong Kong's bus services, which is transport for the disabled.neglected area in Hong Kong's bus services, which is transport for the disabled.neglected area in Hong Kong's bus services, which is transport for the disabled.neglected area in Hong Kong's bus services, which is transport for the disabled.

Despite the high level of development of Hong Kong in many areas over the last years,Despite the high level of development of Hong Kong in many areas over the last years,Despite the high level of development of Hong Kong in many areas over the last years,Despite the high level of development of Hong Kong in many areas over the last years,

transportation for the disabled has made little progress, especially bustransportation for the disabled has made little progress, especially bustransportation for the disabled has made little progress, especially bustransportation for the disabled has made little progress, especially bus

transportation.  The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Personstransportation.  The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Personstransportation.  The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Personstransportation.  The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons

makes it clear that disabled persons, whatever the origin, nature and seriousnessmakes it clear that disabled persons, whatever the origin, nature and seriousnessmakes it clear that disabled persons, whatever the origin, nature and seriousnessmakes it clear that disabled persons, whatever the origin, nature and seriousness

of their handicaps and disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their fellowof their handicaps and disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their fellowof their handicaps and disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their fellowof their handicaps and disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their fellow

citizens of the same age.  And paragraph 8 of the same Declaration stresses thatcitizens of the same age.  And paragraph 8 of the same Declaration stresses thatcitizens of the same age.  And paragraph 8 of the same Declaration stresses thatcitizens of the same age.  And paragraph 8 of the same Declaration stresses that

disabled persons are entitled to have their special needs taken into considerationdisabled persons are entitled to have their special needs taken into considerationdisabled persons are entitled to have their special needs taken into considerationdisabled persons are entitled to have their special needs taken into consideration

at all stages of economic and social planning.at all stages of economic and social planning.at all stages of economic and social planning.at all stages of economic and social planning.

Mr Deputy President, without proper transportation facilities, the disabled inMr Deputy President, without proper transportation facilities, the disabled inMr Deputy President, without proper transportation facilities, the disabled inMr Deputy President, without proper transportation facilities, the disabled in

our community cannot exercise the human rights so clearly expressed in the Declaration.our community cannot exercise the human rights so clearly expressed in the Declaration.our community cannot exercise the human rights so clearly expressed in the Declaration.our community cannot exercise the human rights so clearly expressed in the Declaration.

If persons with disabilities cannot travel or can only do so to a limited degree,If persons with disabilities cannot travel or can only do so to a limited degree,If persons with disabilities cannot travel or can only do so to a limited degree,If persons with disabilities cannot travel or can only do so to a limited degree,

they will find it difficult to secure and retain employment, cannot enjoy economicthey will find it difficult to secure and retain employment, cannot enjoy economicthey will find it difficult to secure and retain employment, cannot enjoy economicthey will find it difficult to secure and retain employment, cannot enjoy economic

and social security nor can they integrate with the community around them.  Withoutand social security nor can they integrate with the community around them.  Withoutand social security nor can they integrate with the community around them.  Withoutand social security nor can they integrate with the community around them.  Without

transport, they are segregated.  It is high time the Hong Kong Government faced uptransport, they are segregated.  It is high time the Hong Kong Government faced uptransport, they are segregated.  It is high time the Hong Kong Government faced uptransport, they are segregated.  It is high time the Hong Kong Government faced up

to this problem.  At present there are only 34 specially equipped Rehabuses run byto this problem.  At present there are only 34 specially equipped Rehabuses run byto this problem.  At present there are only 34 specially equipped Rehabuses run byto this problem.  At present there are only 34 specially equipped Rehabuses run by

a voluntary group which bring 400 handicapped persons daily to and from their placesa voluntary group which bring 400 handicapped persons daily to and from their placesa voluntary group which bring 400 handicapped persons daily to and from their placesa voluntary group which bring 400 handicapped persons daily to and from their places

of employment.  But there are more than 100 on the waiting list which remains constantof employment.  But there are more than 100 on the waiting list which remains constantof employment.  But there are more than 100 on the waiting list which remains constantof employment.  But there are more than 100 on the waiting list which remains constant

despite the increase in the number of Rehabuses.  I am sure the latent demand is muchdespite the increase in the number of Rehabuses.  I am sure the latent demand is muchdespite the increase in the number of Rehabuses.  I am sure the latent demand is muchdespite the increase in the number of Rehabuses.  I am sure the latent demand is much

higher.  With an estimate of Hong Kong people with serious disabilities ranging fromhigher.  With an estimate of Hong Kong people with serious disabilities ranging fromhigher.  With an estimate of Hong Kong people with serious disabilities ranging fromhigher.  With an estimate of Hong Kong people with serious disabilities ranging from



78 000 to over 100 000, it is clear that we are only seeing the tip of the iceberg.78 000 to over 100 000, it is clear that we are only seeing the tip of the iceberg.78 000 to over 100 000, it is clear that we are only seeing the tip of the iceberg.78 000 to over 100 000, it is clear that we are only seeing the tip of the iceberg.

It is not always realized that the number of the physically handicapped increasesIt is not always realized that the number of the physically handicapped increasesIt is not always realized that the number of the physically handicapped increasesIt is not always realized that the number of the physically handicapped increases

from year to year although we do not have good official statistics.from year to year although we do not have good official statistics.from year to year although we do not have good official statistics.from year to year although we do not have good official statistics.

Last year about 300 people died in traffic accidents and 20 000 were injured andLast year about 300 people died in traffic accidents and 20 000 were injured andLast year about 300 people died in traffic accidents and 20 000 were injured andLast year about 300 people died in traffic accidents and 20 000 were injured and

it is estimated that on the average for every one person killed in traffic accidentit is estimated that on the average for every one person killed in traffic accidentit is estimated that on the average for every one person killed in traffic accidentit is estimated that on the average for every one person killed in traffic accident

eight will suffer serious injuries.  Over the last nine months 60 people died ineight will suffer serious injuries.  Over the last nine months 60 people died ineight will suffer serious injuries.  Over the last nine months 60 people died ineight will suffer serious injuries.  Over the last nine months 60 people died in

industrial accidents and over 30 000 were injured. Therefore the number of physicallyindustrial accidents and over 30 000 were injured. Therefore the number of physicallyindustrial accidents and over 30 000 were injured. Therefore the number of physicallyindustrial accidents and over 30 000 were injured. Therefore the number of physically

handicapped must be increasing in Hong Kong.  It must be obvious that the Rehabushandicapped must be increasing in Hong Kong.  It must be obvious that the Rehabushandicapped must be increasing in Hong Kong.  It must be obvious that the Rehabushandicapped must be increasing in Hong Kong.  It must be obvious that the Rehabus

is not and can never be the total solution.is not and can never be the total solution.is not and can never be the total solution.is not and can never be the total solution.

I will go further and say that thisI will go further and say that thisI will go further and say that thisI will go further and say that this problem, which is a question of the basic problem, which is a question of the basic problem, which is a question of the basic problem, which is a question of the basic

right of disabled persons, will never be solved until public transport is accessibleright of disabled persons, will never be solved until public transport is accessibleright of disabled persons, will never be solved until public transport is accessibleright of disabled persons, will never be solved until public transport is accessible

to people with physical handicaps.to people with physical handicaps.to people with physical handicaps.to people with physical handicaps.

As regards the bus companies, these companies are already operating subsidizedAs regards the bus companies, these companies are already operating subsidizedAs regards the bus companies, these companies are already operating subsidizedAs regards the bus companies, these companies are already operating subsidized

routes.  I wonder whether it is feasible for them to have specially equipped buses,routes.  I wonder whether it is feasible for them to have specially equipped buses,routes.  I wonder whether it is feasible for them to have specially equipped buses,routes.  I wonder whether it is feasible for them to have specially equipped buses,

maybe 24-seaters, which are accessible to the disabled so that they can use publicmaybe 24-seaters, which are accessible to the disabled so that they can use publicmaybe 24-seaters, which are accessible to the disabled so that they can use publicmaybe 24-seaters, which are accessible to the disabled so that they can use public

transportation to a greater degree. Would it be possible for the Government to maketransportation to a greater degree. Would it be possible for the Government to maketransportation to a greater degree. Would it be possible for the Government to maketransportation to a greater degree. Would it be possible for the Government to make

this a condition for the bus companies' franchises?  I do not think it is unreasonablethis a condition for the bus companies' franchises?  I do not think it is unreasonablethis a condition for the bus companies' franchises?  I do not think it is unreasonablethis a condition for the bus companies' franchises?  I do not think it is unreasonable

to do so.  I together with my friends in the Rehabilitation Society have beento do so.  I together with my friends in the Rehabilitation Society have beento do so.  I together with my friends in the Rehabilitation Society have beento do so.  I together with my friends in the Rehabilitation Society have been

operating buses for the physically handicapped for a number of years.  I can assureoperating buses for the physically handicapped for a number of years.  I can assureoperating buses for the physically handicapped for a number of years.  I can assureoperating buses for the physically handicapped for a number of years.  I can assure

the bus companies that it can be done and we would be very happy to take this ideathe bus companies that it can be done and we would be very happy to take this ideathe bus companies that it can be done and we would be very happy to take this ideathe bus companies that it can be done and we would be very happy to take this idea

forward and help the bus companies if they are willing to fulfill their moralforward and help the bus companies if they are willing to fulfill their moralforward and help the bus companies if they are willing to fulfill their moralforward and help the bus companies if they are willing to fulfill their moral

obligations.obligations.obligations.obligations.

With these comments, I gladly support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these comments, I gladly support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these comments, I gladly support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these comments, I gladly support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.

MR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise awarded to ChinaMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise awarded to ChinaMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise awarded to ChinaMR FREDERICK FUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the franchise awarded to China

Motor Bus Company Limited (CMB) to operate bus services will expire at the end ofMotor Bus Company Limited (CMB) to operate bus services will expire at the end ofMotor Bus Company Limited (CMB) to operate bus services will expire at the end ofMotor Bus Company Limited (CMB) to operate bus services will expire at the end of

1993.  For many years in the past, the services provided by CMB have always been1993.  For many years in the past, the services provided by CMB have always been1993.  For many years in the past, the services provided by CMB have always been1993.  For many years in the past, the services provided by CMB have always been

unsatisfactory.  Last year, complaints from the public against CMB outnumbered thoseunsatisfactory.  Last year, complaints from the public against CMB outnumbered thoseunsatisfactory.  Last year, complaints from the public against CMB outnumbered thoseunsatisfactory.  Last year, complaints from the public against CMB outnumbered those

against the Kowloon Motor Bus Company (KMB).  I think both the Government and CMBagainst the Kowloon Motor Bus Company (KMB).  I think both the Government and CMBagainst the Kowloon Motor Bus Company (KMB).  I think both the Government and CMBagainst the Kowloon Motor Bus Company (KMB).  I think both the Government and CMB

have to share the blame for this situation.  The Government, in order to protect thehave to share the blame for this situation.  The Government, in order to protect thehave to share the blame for this situation.  The Government, in order to protect thehave to share the blame for this situation.  The Government, in order to protect the

interests of public utilities, has drawn up the profit control scheme.  I think thisinterests of public utilities, has drawn up the profit control scheme.  I think thisinterests of public utilities, has drawn up the profit control scheme.  I think thisinterests of public utilities, has drawn up the profit control scheme.  I think this

scheme is outdated, and that the public interest and public demands are not beingscheme is outdated, and that the public interest and public demands are not beingscheme is outdated, and that the public interest and public demands are not beingscheme is outdated, and that the public interest and public demands are not being

reasonably safeguarded.  The method adopted by many public utilities to increasereasonably safeguarded.  The method adopted by many public utilities to increasereasonably safeguarded.  The method adopted by many public utilities to increasereasonably safeguarded.  The method adopted by many public utilities to increase

their profits is to continuously expand the net value of their fixed assets, and thentheir profits is to continuously expand the net value of their fixed assets, and thentheir profits is to continuously expand the net value of their fixed assets, and thentheir profits is to continuously expand the net value of their fixed assets, and then



apply in succession to raise their charges in order to protect their profits.  KMBapply in succession to raise their charges in order to protect their profits.  KMBapply in succession to raise their charges in order to protect their profits.  KMBapply in succession to raise their charges in order to protect their profits.  KMB

is an obvious example, which went on to purchase new buses and expand its fleet, andis an obvious example, which went on to purchase new buses and expand its fleet, andis an obvious example, which went on to purchase new buses and expand its fleet, andis an obvious example, which went on to purchase new buses and expand its fleet, and

the rate of increase of its fares was also astonishing.  The KMB fare index rose fromthe rate of increase of its fares was also astonishing.  The KMB fare index rose fromthe rate of increase of its fares was also astonishing.  The KMB fare index rose fromthe rate of increase of its fares was also astonishing.  The KMB fare index rose from

100 in 1980 to 291 in 1988, which far outpaced other modes of public transport.  What100 in 1980 to 291 in 1988, which far outpaced other modes of public transport.  What100 in 1980 to 291 in 1988, which far outpaced other modes of public transport.  What100 in 1980 to 291 in 1988, which far outpaced other modes of public transport.  What

is more important is that the KMB fares were higher than the nominal wages index foris more important is that the KMB fares were higher than the nominal wages index foris more important is that the KMB fares were higher than the nominal wages index foris more important is that the KMB fares were higher than the nominal wages index for

the same period.  In other words, the money members of the public spend on bus faresthe same period.  In other words, the money members of the public spend on bus faresthe same period.  In other words, the money members of the public spend on bus faresthe same period.  In other words, the money members of the public spend on bus fares

is taking up a greater and greater proportion of their income.  And with the profitis taking up a greater and greater proportion of their income.  And with the profitis taking up a greater and greater proportion of their income.  And with the profitis taking up a greater and greater proportion of their income.  And with the profit

control scheme, the burden of the public continues to grow.control scheme, the burden of the public continues to grow.control scheme, the burden of the public continues to grow.control scheme, the burden of the public continues to grow.

To CMB, the profit control scheme has brought about a different state of affairsTo CMB, the profit control scheme has brought about a different state of affairsTo CMB, the profit control scheme has brought about a different state of affairsTo CMB, the profit control scheme has brought about a different state of affairs

and effect.  CMB faces more competition and the population on the Hong Kong Islandand effect.  CMB faces more competition and the population on the Hong Kong Islandand effect.  CMB faces more competition and the population on the Hong Kong Islandand effect.  CMB faces more competition and the population on the Hong Kong Island

is declining; yet under the protection of the profit control scheme, CMB does notis declining; yet under the protection of the profit control scheme, CMB does notis declining; yet under the protection of the profit control scheme, CMB does notis declining; yet under the protection of the profit control scheme, CMB does not

try to improve its development, but reduces maintenance and refuses to expand itstry to improve its development, but reduces maintenance and refuses to expand itstry to improve its development, but reduces maintenance and refuses to expand itstry to improve its development, but reduces maintenance and refuses to expand its

fleet, in order to maintain a balance between its net asset value and return onfleet, in order to maintain a balance between its net asset value and return onfleet, in order to maintain a balance between its net asset value and return onfleet, in order to maintain a balance between its net asset value and return on

investment.  Consequently, the public have to put up with a declining level of service.investment.  Consequently, the public have to put up with a declining level of service.investment.  Consequently, the public have to put up with a declining level of service.investment.  Consequently, the public have to put up with a declining level of service.

Even though the services of CMB have been a subject of public complaints (particularlyEven though the services of CMB have been a subject of public complaints (particularlyEven though the services of CMB have been a subject of public complaints (particularlyEven though the services of CMB have been a subject of public complaints (particularly

in respect of services in the Southern District), yet as the public have no otherin respect of services in the Southern District), yet as the public have no otherin respect of services in the Southern District), yet as the public have no otherin respect of services in the Southern District), yet as the public have no other

choice, they have to continue to use the services of CMB.  One of the reasons forchoice, they have to continue to use the services of CMB.  One of the reasons forchoice, they have to continue to use the services of CMB.  One of the reasons forchoice, they have to continue to use the services of CMB.  One of the reasons for

CMB's declining level of service to the public and continuous rise of fares is theCMB's declining level of service to the public and continuous rise of fares is theCMB's declining level of service to the public and continuous rise of fares is theCMB's declining level of service to the public and continuous rise of fares is the

Hong Kong Government's policy of applying the profit control scheme.  I feel thatHong Kong Government's policy of applying the profit control scheme.  I feel thatHong Kong Government's policy of applying the profit control scheme.  I feel thatHong Kong Government's policy of applying the profit control scheme.  I feel that

the Government can hardly avoid the blame.the Government can hardly avoid the blame.the Government can hardly avoid the blame.the Government can hardly avoid the blame.

Furthermore, many problems of CMB cropped up because of external causes or badFurthermore, many problems of CMB cropped up because of external causes or badFurthermore, many problems of CMB cropped up because of external causes or badFurthermore, many problems of CMB cropped up because of external causes or bad

internal management; for instance, in the face of strong competition on the northinternal management; for instance, in the face of strong competition on the northinternal management; for instance, in the face of strong competition on the northinternal management; for instance, in the face of strong competition on the north

of the Island from Mass Transit Railway, minibuses, trams and taxis, the number ofof the Island from Mass Transit Railway, minibuses, trams and taxis, the number ofof the Island from Mass Transit Railway, minibuses, trams and taxis, the number ofof the Island from Mass Transit Railway, minibuses, trams and taxis, the number of

CMB passengers has been dropping.  Moreover, as routes capable of development on theCMB passengers has been dropping.  Moreover, as routes capable of development on theCMB passengers has been dropping.  Moreover, as routes capable of development on theCMB passengers has been dropping.  Moreover, as routes capable of development on the

Island are limited, CMB has no incentive to expand its fleet.  At present, CMB hasIsland are limited, CMB has no incentive to expand its fleet.  At present, CMB hasIsland are limited, CMB has no incentive to expand its fleet.  At present, CMB hasIsland are limited, CMB has no incentive to expand its fleet.  At present, CMB has

more money-losing routes than profitable ones.  The latest measure of CMB is to reducemore money-losing routes than profitable ones.  The latest measure of CMB is to reducemore money-losing routes than profitable ones.  The latest measure of CMB is to reducemore money-losing routes than profitable ones.  The latest measure of CMB is to reduce

the operational frequencies of the money-losing routes and install air conditioningthe operational frequencies of the money-losing routes and install air conditioningthe operational frequencies of the money-losing routes and install air conditioningthe operational frequencies of the money-losing routes and install air conditioning

on buses plying some of the popular routes.  At the end, it is still the public whoon buses plying some of the popular routes.  At the end, it is still the public whoon buses plying some of the popular routes.  At the end, it is still the public whoon buses plying some of the popular routes.  At the end, it is still the public who

have to bear the brunt.  On some routes the frequencies are widely spaced and somehave to bear the brunt.  On some routes the frequencies are widely spaced and somehave to bear the brunt.  On some routes the frequencies are widely spaced and somehave to bear the brunt.  On some routes the frequencies are widely spaced and some

people have to pay more though not without reluctance; for instance air-conditionedpeople have to pay more though not without reluctance; for instance air-conditionedpeople have to pay more though not without reluctance; for instance air-conditionedpeople have to pay more though not without reluctance; for instance air-conditioned

buses run as usual in winter, but their fares are on the average $1.50 above thebuses run as usual in winter, but their fares are on the average $1.50 above thebuses run as usual in winter, but their fares are on the average $1.50 above thebuses run as usual in winter, but their fares are on the average $1.50 above the

ordinary buses.  To the general public, CMB's methods are very unfair.  The disputeordinary buses.  To the general public, CMB's methods are very unfair.  The disputeordinary buses.  To the general public, CMB's methods are very unfair.  The disputeordinary buses.  To the general public, CMB's methods are very unfair.  The dispute

between CMB and its staff which started from December 1989 has compelled CMB to paybetween CMB and its staff which started from December 1989 has compelled CMB to paybetween CMB and its staff which started from December 1989 has compelled CMB to paybetween CMB and its staff which started from December 1989 has compelled CMB to pay

pensions, but CMB passes the extra expenditure on to the consumers.  Since CMB ispensions, but CMB passes the extra expenditure on to the consumers.  Since CMB ispensions, but CMB passes the extra expenditure on to the consumers.  Since CMB ispensions, but CMB passes the extra expenditure on to the consumers.  Since CMB is

not prepared to bear the commitment which it should, I feel that the public arenot prepared to bear the commitment which it should, I feel that the public arenot prepared to bear the commitment which it should, I feel that the public arenot prepared to bear the commitment which it should, I feel that the public are

entitled to express their views on the services provided by CMB and force it to improve.entitled to express their views on the services provided by CMB and force it to improve.entitled to express their views on the services provided by CMB and force it to improve.entitled to express their views on the services provided by CMB and force it to improve.

When considering the renewal of the franchise for CMB, the Government should carefullyWhen considering the renewal of the franchise for CMB, the Government should carefullyWhen considering the renewal of the franchise for CMB, the Government should carefullyWhen considering the renewal of the franchise for CMB, the Government should carefully



think whether the services provided by CMB are up to the standard, whether thethink whether the services provided by CMB are up to the standard, whether thethink whether the services provided by CMB are up to the standard, whether thethink whether the services provided by CMB are up to the standard, whether the

management is sound, and whether the fares are reasonable.  The present supervisionmanagement is sound, and whether the fares are reasonable.  The present supervisionmanagement is sound, and whether the fares are reasonable.  The present supervisionmanagement is sound, and whether the fares are reasonable.  The present supervision

of CMB by the Government is obviously inadequate, which has made it possible for CMBof CMB by the Government is obviously inadequate, which has made it possible for CMBof CMB by the Government is obviously inadequate, which has made it possible for CMBof CMB by the Government is obviously inadequate, which has made it possible for CMB

to disregard the proposals of the Government; for example, CMB has withheld theto disregard the proposals of the Government; for example, CMB has withheld theto disregard the proposals of the Government; for example, CMB has withheld theto disregard the proposals of the Government; for example, CMB has withheld the

consultants' report on improving the management of the company, and is reluctant toconsultants' report on improving the management of the company, and is reluctant toconsultants' report on improving the management of the company, and is reluctant toconsultants' report on improving the management of the company, and is reluctant to

set up a consultative body to communicate with the public.set up a consultative body to communicate with the public.set up a consultative body to communicate with the public.set up a consultative body to communicate with the public.

On this question, I think the Government should On this question, I think the Government should On this question, I think the Government should On this question, I think the Government should carefully consider again whethercarefully consider again whethercarefully consider again whethercarefully consider again whether

the criterion of 15% of the net value of fixed assets is the only feasible one tothe criterion of 15% of the net value of fixed assets is the only feasible one tothe criterion of 15% of the net value of fixed assets is the only feasible one tothe criterion of 15% of the net value of fixed assets is the only feasible one to

control profits?  I would like to put forward some other points to the Government.control profits?  I would like to put forward some other points to the Government.control profits?  I would like to put forward some other points to the Government.control profits?  I would like to put forward some other points to the Government.

First, the Government should consider the United KingdomFirst, the Government should consider the United KingdomFirst, the Government should consider the United KingdomFirst, the Government should consider the United Kingdom's experience in applying's experience in applying's experience in applying's experience in applying

price control instead of profits control.  The so-called price control is that whenprice control instead of profits control.  The so-called price control is that whenprice control instead of profits control.  The so-called price control is that whenprice control instead of profits control.  The so-called price control is that when

a public bus company applies for a fare increase the range of the increase will bea public bus company applies for a fare increase the range of the increase will bea public bus company applies for a fare increase the range of the increase will bea public bus company applies for a fare increase the range of the increase will be

the rate of inflation minus a percentage, so as to limit the fare increase and lessenthe rate of inflation minus a percentage, so as to limit the fare increase and lessenthe rate of inflation minus a percentage, so as to limit the fare increase and lessenthe rate of inflation minus a percentage, so as to limit the fare increase and lessen

the impact on the public.  This method would encourage the two bus companies to lowerthe impact on the public.  This method would encourage the two bus companies to lowerthe impact on the public.  This method would encourage the two bus companies to lowerthe impact on the public.  This method would encourage the two bus companies to lower

their production cost, and compel them to seek ways and means to increase theirtheir production cost, and compel them to seek ways and means to increase theirtheir production cost, and compel them to seek ways and means to increase theirtheir production cost, and compel them to seek ways and means to increase their

productivity, thus to raise their own profits.productivity, thus to raise their own profits.productivity, thus to raise their own profits.productivity, thus to raise their own profits.

Secondly, the GoveSecondly, the GoveSecondly, the GoveSecondly, the Government should introduce competition by considering withdrawingrnment should introduce competition by considering withdrawingrnment should introduce competition by considering withdrawingrnment should introduce competition by considering withdrawing

the bus franchise and divide the present routes into a number of groupings and putthe bus franchise and divide the present routes into a number of groupings and putthe bus franchise and divide the present routes into a number of groupings and putthe bus franchise and divide the present routes into a number of groupings and put

them out to tender to different bus companies.  These routes must include boththem out to tender to different bus companies.  These routes must include boththem out to tender to different bus companies.  These routes must include boththem out to tender to different bus companies.  These routes must include both

profitable and money-losing routes.  The Government should also regularly monitorprofitable and money-losing routes.  The Government should also regularly monitorprofitable and money-losing routes.  The Government should also regularly monitorprofitable and money-losing routes.  The Government should also regularly monitor

the services of the bus companies which are awarded the tenders.  The Governmentthe services of the bus companies which are awarded the tenders.  The Governmentthe services of the bus companies which are awarded the tenders.  The Governmentthe services of the bus companies which are awarded the tenders.  The Government

should be entitled to terminate the contract with companies which provide sub-should be entitled to terminate the contract with companies which provide sub-should be entitled to terminate the contract with companies which provide sub-should be entitled to terminate the contract with companies which provide sub-

standard services even before the contract expires.  Only in so doing can it bestandard services even before the contract expires.  Only in so doing can it bestandard services even before the contract expires.  Only in so doing can it bestandard services even before the contract expires.  Only in so doing can it be

ensured that different bus companies, in mutual competition and under governmentensured that different bus companies, in mutual competition and under governmentensured that different bus companies, in mutual competition and under governmentensured that different bus companies, in mutual competition and under government

supervision, will provide satisfactory services at reasonable fares to consumers.supervision, will provide satisfactory services at reasonable fares to consumers.supervision, will provide satisfactory services at reasonable fares to consumers.supervision, will provide satisfactory services at reasonable fares to consumers.

With these proposals, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these proposals, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these proposals, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these proposals, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, economists know well that theDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, economists know well that theDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, economists know well that theDR HUANG CHEN-YA (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, economists know well that the

abuses likely to arise in operations by franchised institutions are excessive prices,abuses likely to arise in operations by franchised institutions are excessive prices,abuses likely to arise in operations by franchised institutions are excessive prices,abuses likely to arise in operations by franchised institutions are excessive prices,

low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution and utilization of resources,low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution and utilization of resources,low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution and utilization of resources,low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution and utilization of resources,

which lead to loss of benefit to society.  China Motor Bus (CMB) is a gripping andwhich lead to loss of benefit to society.  China Motor Bus (CMB) is a gripping andwhich lead to loss of benefit to society.  China Motor Bus (CMB) is a gripping andwhich lead to loss of benefit to society.  China Motor Bus (CMB) is a gripping and

graphic example.graphic example.graphic example.graphic example.



According to the present profit control scheme, CMB's annual permitted profitAccording to the present profit control scheme, CMB's annual permitted profitAccording to the present profit control scheme, CMB's annual permitted profitAccording to the present profit control scheme, CMB's annual permitted profit

is 15% of the net value of its fixed assets during the current year.  Such a methodis 15% of the net value of its fixed assets during the current year.  Such a methodis 15% of the net value of its fixed assets during the current year.  Such a methodis 15% of the net value of its fixed assets during the current year.  Such a method

of calculation of profit has no regard at all to the operating efficiency and qualityof calculation of profit has no regard at all to the operating efficiency and qualityof calculation of profit has no regard at all to the operating efficiency and qualityof calculation of profit has no regard at all to the operating efficiency and quality

of service, and therefore does not encourage CMB to improve its management andof service, and therefore does not encourage CMB to improve its management andof service, and therefore does not encourage CMB to improve its management andof service, and therefore does not encourage CMB to improve its management and

services.  The link between profit and asset value distorts investment intention andservices.  The link between profit and asset value distorts investment intention andservices.  The link between profit and asset value distorts investment intention andservices.  The link between profit and asset value distorts investment intention and

encourages the inflation of assets but discourages the efficient utilization ofencourages the inflation of assets but discourages the efficient utilization ofencourages the inflation of assets but discourages the efficient utilization ofencourages the inflation of assets but discourages the efficient utilization of

assets.assets.assets.assets.

First let us look at the quality of CMB's service.  CMB owns close to       1First let us look at the quality of CMB's service.  CMB owns close to       1First let us look at the quality of CMB's service.  CMB owns close to       1First let us look at the quality of CMB's service.  CMB owns close to       1

000 buses.  The average age of the fleet is 12 years, mostly second-hand British000 buses.  The average age of the fleet is 12 years, mostly second-hand British000 buses.  The average age of the fleet is 12 years, mostly second-hand British000 buses.  The average age of the fleet is 12 years, mostly second-hand British

vehicles and they have been involved in more traffic accidents than buses of Kowloonvehicles and they have been involved in more traffic accidents than buses of Kowloonvehicles and they have been involved in more traffic accidents than buses of Kowloonvehicles and they have been involved in more traffic accidents than buses of Kowloon

Motor Bus (KMB).  In 1990-91, there were 375 complaints against CMB's level of service,Motor Bus (KMB).  In 1990-91, there were 375 complaints against CMB's level of service,Motor Bus (KMB).  In 1990-91, there were 375 complaints against CMB's level of service,Motor Bus (KMB).  In 1990-91, there were 375 complaints against CMB's level of service,

including employee attitude, vehicle conditions and passenger facilities.  Ifincluding employee attitude, vehicle conditions and passenger facilities.  Ifincluding employee attitude, vehicle conditions and passenger facilities.  Ifincluding employee attitude, vehicle conditions and passenger facilities.  If

complaints against frequencies and routes were added, the total number of complaintscomplaints against frequencies and routes were added, the total number of complaintscomplaints against frequencies and routes were added, the total number of complaintscomplaints against frequencies and routes were added, the total number of complaints

would relate to 51.6% of the vehicles.  What a frightening figure this is.  No wonderwould relate to 51.6% of the vehicles.  What a frightening figure this is.  No wonderwould relate to 51.6% of the vehicles.  What a frightening figure this is.  No wonderwould relate to 51.6% of the vehicles.  What a frightening figure this is.  No wonder

that whilst the number of passengers in Hong Kong increases every year, the numberthat whilst the number of passengers in Hong Kong increases every year, the numberthat whilst the number of passengers in Hong Kong increases every year, the numberthat whilst the number of passengers in Hong Kong increases every year, the number

of CMB passengers is dropping every year!of CMB passengers is dropping every year!of CMB passengers is dropping every year!of CMB passengers is dropping every year!

However CMB may remain insensitive to quality of service and managementHowever CMB may remain insensitive to quality of service and managementHowever CMB may remain insensitive to quality of service and managementHowever CMB may remain insensitive to quality of service and management

efficiency, because with price control, there is no incentive for franchisedefficiency, because with price control, there is no incentive for franchisedefficiency, because with price control, there is no incentive for franchisedefficiency, because with price control, there is no incentive for franchised

institutions with a monopoly to raise their quality of service.  Even wheninstitutions with a monopoly to raise their quality of service.  Even wheninstitutions with a monopoly to raise their quality of service.  Even wheninstitutions with a monopoly to raise their quality of service.  Even when

mismanagement resulted in large amounts of money being stolen and unsatisfactorymismanagement resulted in large amounts of money being stolen and unsatisfactorymismanagement resulted in large amounts of money being stolen and unsatisfactorymismanagement resulted in large amounts of money being stolen and unsatisfactory

retirement arrangements have precipitated the need for large amounts of funds, theretirement arrangements have precipitated the need for large amounts of funds, theretirement arrangements have precipitated the need for large amounts of funds, theretirement arrangements have precipitated the need for large amounts of funds, the

consequences could be passed wholly on to the public.  Furthermore, if to provideconsequences could be passed wholly on to the public.  Furthermore, if to provideconsequences could be passed wholly on to the public.  Furthermore, if to provideconsequences could be passed wholly on to the public.  Furthermore, if to provide

better service would require higher cost, franchised institutions couldbetter service would require higher cost, franchised institutions couldbetter service would require higher cost, franchised institutions couldbetter service would require higher cost, franchised institutions could

intentionally maintain low quality of service in order to obtain greater profit,intentionally maintain low quality of service in order to obtain greater profit,intentionally maintain low quality of service in order to obtain greater profit,intentionally maintain low quality of service in order to obtain greater profit,

because although this could reduce the number of customers, they could earn higherbecause although this could reduce the number of customers, they could earn higherbecause although this could reduce the number of customers, they could earn higherbecause although this could reduce the number of customers, they could earn higher

profits because of lower cost.  Also, one important point is that remunerations forprofits because of lower cost.  Also, one important point is that remunerations forprofits because of lower cost.  Also, one important point is that remunerations forprofits because of lower cost.  Also, one important point is that remunerations for

the directors are bearing no relationship whatever to the quality of service,the directors are bearing no relationship whatever to the quality of service,the directors are bearing no relationship whatever to the quality of service,the directors are bearing no relationship whatever to the quality of service,

management efficiency or even the company's profits.  Although CMB makes less profitmanagement efficiency or even the company's profits.  Although CMB makes less profitmanagement efficiency or even the company's profits.  Although CMB makes less profitmanagement efficiency or even the company's profits.  Although CMB makes less profit

than KMB and the Cross Harbour Tunnel Company, it pays far more to the directors.than KMB and the Cross Harbour Tunnel Company, it pays far more to the directors.than KMB and the Cross Harbour Tunnel Company, it pays far more to the directors.than KMB and the Cross Harbour Tunnel Company, it pays far more to the directors.

Even in 1986, when profits dropped drastically, the directors could still get $3Even in 1986, when profits dropped drastically, the directors could still get $3Even in 1986, when profits dropped drastically, the directors could still get $3Even in 1986, when profits dropped drastically, the directors could still get $3

million in remuneration, equivalent to 16% of the profit of that year.million in remuneration, equivalent to 16% of the profit of that year.million in remuneration, equivalent to 16% of the profit of that year.million in remuneration, equivalent to 16% of the profit of that year.

Let us look again at the effects of franchises on priceLet us look again at the effects of franchises on priceLet us look again at the effects of franchises on priceLet us look again at the effects of franchises on prices.  Bus fares in thes.  Bus fares in thes.  Bus fares in thes.  Bus fares in the

Southern District are the highest in Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New Territories.  ThisSouthern District are the highest in Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New Territories.  ThisSouthern District are the highest in Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New Territories.  ThisSouthern District are the highest in Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New Territories.  This

has been criticized for years by the residents, and also unfair to the senior citizens.has been criticized for years by the residents, and also unfair to the senior citizens.has been criticized for years by the residents, and also unfair to the senior citizens.has been criticized for years by the residents, and also unfair to the senior citizens.

Due to the quality of service, CMB suffers a loss in the operation of its routes alongDue to the quality of service, CMB suffers a loss in the operation of its routes alongDue to the quality of service, CMB suffers a loss in the operation of its routes alongDue to the quality of service, CMB suffers a loss in the operation of its routes along



the northern shore of Hong Kong Island where it has to face competition with manythe northern shore of Hong Kong Island where it has to face competition with manythe northern shore of Hong Kong Island where it has to face competition with manythe northern shore of Hong Kong Island where it has to face competition with many

other transport modes available.  However, since it has been awarded the franchise,other transport modes available.  However, since it has been awarded the franchise,other transport modes available.  However, since it has been awarded the franchise,other transport modes available.  However, since it has been awarded the franchise,

CMB could keep raising the fares on cross-harbour and Southern District routes whereCMB could keep raising the fares on cross-harbour and Southern District routes whereCMB could keep raising the fares on cross-harbour and Southern District routes whereCMB could keep raising the fares on cross-harbour and Southern District routes where

competition is less keen to such a level as to cause widespread discontent.  Also,competition is less keen to such a level as to cause widespread discontent.  Also,competition is less keen to such a level as to cause widespread discontent.  Also,competition is less keen to such a level as to cause widespread discontent.  Also,

by introducing air-conditioned buses, it could make use of the insufficientby introducing air-conditioned buses, it could make use of the insufficientby introducing air-conditioned buses, it could make use of the insufficientby introducing air-conditioned buses, it could make use of the insufficient

frequencies of ordinary buses to gradually force the public to travel in morefrequencies of ordinary buses to gradually force the public to travel in morefrequencies of ordinary buses to gradually force the public to travel in morefrequencies of ordinary buses to gradually force the public to travel in more

expensive air-conditioned buses.expensive air-conditioned buses.expensive air-conditioned buses.expensive air-conditioned buses.

To sum up, CMB is a typical example of franchised institutions charging excessiveTo sum up, CMB is a typical example of franchised institutions charging excessiveTo sum up, CMB is a typical example of franchised institutions charging excessiveTo sum up, CMB is a typical example of franchised institutions charging excessive

prices, and showing low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution andprices, and showing low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution andprices, and showing low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution andprices, and showing low productivity and low efficiency in the distribution and

utilization of resources, thus increasing the inconvenience and economic burden ofutilization of resources, thus increasing the inconvenience and economic burden ofutilization of resources, thus increasing the inconvenience and economic burden ofutilization of resources, thus increasing the inconvenience and economic burden of

the public.  Although there are personal problems affecting CMB's Board of Directors,the public.  Although there are personal problems affecting CMB's Board of Directors,the public.  Although there are personal problems affecting CMB's Board of Directors,the public.  Although there are personal problems affecting CMB's Board of Directors,

the crux of the matter is the failure of the franchise system.  Even though we arethe crux of the matter is the failure of the franchise system.  Even though we arethe crux of the matter is the failure of the franchise system.  Even though we arethe crux of the matter is the failure of the franchise system.  Even though we are

debating on CMB and no other today and many colleagues have criticized thedebating on CMB and no other today and many colleagues have criticized thedebating on CMB and no other today and many colleagues have criticized thedebating on CMB and no other today and many colleagues have criticized the

shortcomings of CMB, what we have to understand in fact is that, no matter whethershortcomings of CMB, what we have to understand in fact is that, no matter whethershortcomings of CMB, what we have to understand in fact is that, no matter whethershortcomings of CMB, what we have to understand in fact is that, no matter whether

it be CMB or other bus companies, their services would never be satisfactory in ait be CMB or other bus companies, their services would never be satisfactory in ait be CMB or other bus companies, their services would never be satisfactory in ait be CMB or other bus companies, their services would never be satisfactory in a

situation of monopoly.  Therefore apart from the profit control regulations whichsituation of monopoly.  Therefore apart from the profit control regulations whichsituation of monopoly.  Therefore apart from the profit control regulations whichsituation of monopoly.  Therefore apart from the profit control regulations which

need changing, for instance, to introduce the "inflation minus X" method as proposedneed changing, for instance, to introduce the "inflation minus X" method as proposedneed changing, for instance, to introduce the "inflation minus X" method as proposedneed changing, for instance, to introduce the "inflation minus X" method as proposed

by the Honourable Frederick FUNG, we should consider doing away with the profitby the Honourable Frederick FUNG, we should consider doing away with the profitby the Honourable Frederick FUNG, we should consider doing away with the profitby the Honourable Frederick FUNG, we should consider doing away with the profit

control schemes and increasing competition as well as choosing not to let one companycontrol schemes and increasing competition as well as choosing not to let one companycontrol schemes and increasing competition as well as choosing not to let one companycontrol schemes and increasing competition as well as choosing not to let one company

to enjoy the franchise as a matter of course.  Yet as the number of transport companiesto enjoy the franchise as a matter of course.  Yet as the number of transport companiesto enjoy the franchise as a matter of course.  Yet as the number of transport companiesto enjoy the franchise as a matter of course.  Yet as the number of transport companies

is limited, we could only change "oligarchical" monopoly to monopolistic competition,is limited, we could only change "oligarchical" monopoly to monopolistic competition,is limited, we could only change "oligarchical" monopoly to monopolistic competition,is limited, we could only change "oligarchical" monopoly to monopolistic competition,

and thus improvement would also be limited.  Consequently the Government shouldand thus improvement would also be limited.  Consequently the Government shouldand thus improvement would also be limited.  Consequently the Government shouldand thus improvement would also be limited.  Consequently the Government should

consider the following two measures:consider the following two measures:consider the following two measures:consider the following two measures:

1.1.1.1. To lay down quality of service standards against which to examine whetherTo lay down quality of service standards against which to examine whetherTo lay down quality of service standards against which to examine whetherTo lay down quality of service standards against which to examine whether

fare increase or the range of increase should be approved.fare increase or the range of increase should be approved.fare increase or the range of increase should be approved.fare increase or the range of increase should be approved.

2.2.2.2. To peg the percentage of directors' remuneration to the profit and qualityTo peg the percentage of directors' remuneration to the profit and qualityTo peg the percentage of directors' remuneration to the profit and qualityTo peg the percentage of directors' remuneration to the profit and quality

of service standards mentioned above in order to stimulate the efficiency of theof service standards mentioned above in order to stimulate the efficiency of theof service standards mentioned above in order to stimulate the efficiency of theof service standards mentioned above in order to stimulate the efficiency of the

directors and to ensure that their work conforms with the interests of the generaldirectors and to ensure that their work conforms with the interests of the generaldirectors and to ensure that their work conforms with the interests of the generaldirectors and to ensure that their work conforms with the interests of the general

public.public.public.public.

Mr Deputy President, with these words, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these words, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these words, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these words, I support Mr LEE Wing-tat's motion.

MR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when this Council debated theMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when this Council debated theMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when this Council debated theMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, when this Council debated the

Control Schemes and Franchise Agreements with Public Utility and Public TransportControl Schemes and Franchise Agreements with Public Utility and Public TransportControl Schemes and Franchise Agreements with Public Utility and Public TransportControl Schemes and Franchise Agreements with Public Utility and Public Transport



Companies in November last year, I spoke from a wider perspective in identifying theCompanies in November last year, I spoke from a wider perspective in identifying theCompanies in November last year, I spoke from a wider perspective in identifying theCompanies in November last year, I spoke from a wider perspective in identifying the

problems of franchised companies now subjected to schemes of control.  Today, I shallproblems of franchised companies now subjected to schemes of control.  Today, I shallproblems of franchised companies now subjected to schemes of control.  Today, I shallproblems of franchised companies now subjected to schemes of control.  Today, I shall

concentrate on discussing the quality of the China Motor Bus Company's services asconcentrate on discussing the quality of the China Motor Bus Company's services asconcentrate on discussing the quality of the China Motor Bus Company's services asconcentrate on discussing the quality of the China Motor Bus Company's services as

well as the company's relations with the staff.  Then I shall give my views on thewell as the company's relations with the staff.  Then I shall give my views on thewell as the company's relations with the staff.  Then I shall give my views on thewell as the company's relations with the staff.  Then I shall give my views on the

extension of CMB's franchise.extension of CMB's franchise.extension of CMB's franchise.extension of CMB's franchise.

I believe that members of the public and even the relevant governmentI believe that members of the public and even the relevant governmentI believe that members of the public and even the relevant governmentI believe that members of the public and even the relevant government

departments are not satisfied with the quality of CMB bus services.  For all thesedepartments are not satisfied with the quality of CMB bus services.  For all thesedepartments are not satisfied with the quality of CMB bus services.  For all thesedepartments are not satisfied with the quality of CMB bus services.  For all these

years, not only has there been no major improvement to problems such as the pooryears, not only has there been no major improvement to problems such as the pooryears, not only has there been no major improvement to problems such as the pooryears, not only has there been no major improvement to problems such as the poor

physical condition of CMB's fleet of buses with 13 years in service on average, busesphysical condition of CMB's fleet of buses with 13 years in service on average, busesphysical condition of CMB's fleet of buses with 13 years in service on average, busesphysical condition of CMB's fleet of buses with 13 years in service on average, buses

not running according to schedule, and unsatisfactory services being provided by itsnot running according to schedule, and unsatisfactory services being provided by itsnot running according to schedule, and unsatisfactory services being provided by itsnot running according to schedule, and unsatisfactory services being provided by its

staff, but there are signs that some of the problems, notably the company's fleetstaff, but there are signs that some of the problems, notably the company's fleetstaff, but there are signs that some of the problems, notably the company's fleetstaff, but there are signs that some of the problems, notably the company's fleet

of overage buses, are becoming more serious.  According to reports released by theof overage buses, are becoming more serious.  According to reports released by theof overage buses, are becoming more serious.  According to reports released by theof overage buses, are becoming more serious.  According to reports released by the

Transport Complaints Unit of the Transport Advisory Committee in the past two years,Transport Complaints Unit of the Transport Advisory Committee in the past two years,Transport Complaints Unit of the Transport Advisory Committee in the past two years,Transport Complaints Unit of the Transport Advisory Committee in the past two years,

public complaints on KMB's "adequacy of service" (for example, frequency, routes,public complaints on KMB's "adequacy of service" (for example, frequency, routes,public complaints on KMB's "adequacy of service" (for example, frequency, routes,public complaints on KMB's "adequacy of service" (for example, frequency, routes,

hours of operation and so on) and those on "standard of service" (for example,hours of operation and so on) and those on "standard of service" (for example,hours of operation and so on) and those on "standard of service" (for example,hours of operation and so on) and those on "standard of service" (for example,

overloading, staff conduct and performance, vehicles' physical condition and so on)overloading, staff conduct and performance, vehicles' physical condition and so on)overloading, staff conduct and performance, vehicles' physical condition and so on)overloading, staff conduct and performance, vehicles' physical condition and so on)

are roughly similar in proportion whereas in the case of CMB, public complaintsare roughly similar in proportion whereas in the case of CMB, public complaintsare roughly similar in proportion whereas in the case of CMB, public complaintsare roughly similar in proportion whereas in the case of CMB, public complaints

concerning "standard of service" are more than two times those targetted at "adequacyconcerning "standard of service" are more than two times those targetted at "adequacyconcerning "standard of service" are more than two times those targetted at "adequacyconcerning "standard of service" are more than two times those targetted at "adequacy

of service".  It can thus be seen that the public outcry against CMB operations hasof service".  It can thus be seen that the public outcry against CMB operations hasof service".  It can thus be seen that the public outcry against CMB operations hasof service".  It can thus be seen that the public outcry against CMB operations has

to a great extent been directed at the quality of service provided, and not quantityto a great extent been directed at the quality of service provided, and not quantityto a great extent been directed at the quality of service provided, and not quantityto a great extent been directed at the quality of service provided, and not quantity

alone.  To serve as an illustration, there were more complaints against "staffalone.  To serve as an illustration, there were more complaints against "staffalone.  To serve as an illustration, there were more complaints against "staffalone.  To serve as an illustration, there were more complaints against "staff

conduct and performance" and "vehicles' physical condition" at CMB than at KMB betweenconduct and performance" and "vehicles' physical condition" at CMB than at KMB betweenconduct and performance" and "vehicles' physical condition" at CMB than at KMB betweenconduct and performance" and "vehicles' physical condition" at CMB than at KMB between

April 1990 and March 1991.  Considering KMB's larger scale of operation, the severityApril 1990 and March 1991.  Considering KMB's larger scale of operation, the severityApril 1990 and March 1991.  Considering KMB's larger scale of operation, the severityApril 1990 and March 1991.  Considering KMB's larger scale of operation, the severity

of the problem pertaining to CMB's quality of service is quite evident.of the problem pertaining to CMB's quality of service is quite evident.of the problem pertaining to CMB's quality of service is quite evident.of the problem pertaining to CMB's quality of service is quite evident.

While members of the community are undoubtedly dissatisfied with CMB services,While members of the community are undoubtedly dissatisfied with CMB services,While members of the community are undoubtedly dissatisfied with CMB services,While members of the community are undoubtedly dissatisfied with CMB services,

it is more regrettable that CMB staff have expressed much discontent with theit is more regrettable that CMB staff have expressed much discontent with theit is more regrettable that CMB staff have expressed much discontent with theit is more regrettable that CMB staff have expressed much discontent with the

management's handling of staff relations.  In fact, many problems relating tomanagement's handling of staff relations.  In fact, many problems relating tomanagement's handling of staff relations.  In fact, many problems relating tomanagement's handling of staff relations.  In fact, many problems relating to

unsatisfactory CMB services have stemmed from the poor labour-managementunsatisfactory CMB services have stemmed from the poor labour-managementunsatisfactory CMB services have stemmed from the poor labour-managementunsatisfactory CMB services have stemmed from the poor labour-management

relationship now affecting the company.  The CMB workers' strike in 1989 has clearlyrelationship now affecting the company.  The CMB workers' strike in 1989 has clearlyrelationship now affecting the company.  The CMB workers' strike in 1989 has clearlyrelationship now affecting the company.  The CMB workers' strike in 1989 has clearly

revealed the company's disregard for workers' rights and underlined the improprietyrevealed the company's disregard for workers' rights and underlined the improprietyrevealed the company's disregard for workers' rights and underlined the improprietyrevealed the company's disregard for workers' rights and underlined the impropriety

with which labour disputes are being handled.  Take pension payment as an example.with which labour disputes are being handled.  Take pension payment as an example.with which labour disputes are being handled.  Take pension payment as an example.with which labour disputes are being handled.  Take pension payment as an example.

In 1989, a CMB employee with over 40 years' service would be entitled to pensionIn 1989, a CMB employee with over 40 years' service would be entitled to pensionIn 1989, a CMB employee with over 40 years' service would be entitled to pensionIn 1989, a CMB employee with over 40 years' service would be entitled to pension

payment of just $30,000-plus upon retirement.  Following the strike action, thepayment of just $30,000-plus upon retirement.  Following the strike action, thepayment of just $30,000-plus upon retirement.  Following the strike action, thepayment of just $30,000-plus upon retirement.  Following the strike action, the

amount of pension payment was increased to some $95,000 whereas in 1989 a KMB employeeamount of pension payment was increased to some $95,000 whereas in 1989 a KMB employeeamount of pension payment was increased to some $95,000 whereas in 1989 a KMB employeeamount of pension payment was increased to some $95,000 whereas in 1989 a KMB employee

with 40 years' service would receive pension payment amounting to $140,000.with 40 years' service would receive pension payment amounting to $140,000.with 40 years' service would receive pension payment amounting to $140,000.with 40 years' service would receive pension payment amounting to $140,000.

Furthermore, the CMB management's delay in processing tax exemption applications hasFurthermore, the CMB management's delay in processing tax exemption applications hasFurthermore, the CMB management's delay in processing tax exemption applications hasFurthermore, the CMB management's delay in processing tax exemption applications has



made an employee who receives pension payment liable to pay tax for no reason at all.made an employee who receives pension payment liable to pay tax for no reason at all.made an employee who receives pension payment liable to pay tax for no reason at all.made an employee who receives pension payment liable to pay tax for no reason at all.

As a result, the petty retirement pay is almost cut by half after deducting tax.  IAs a result, the petty retirement pay is almost cut by half after deducting tax.  IAs a result, the petty retirement pay is almost cut by half after deducting tax.  IAs a result, the petty retirement pay is almost cut by half after deducting tax.  I

wonder whether this company has ever given any thought to staff welfare.wonder whether this company has ever given any thought to staff welfare.wonder whether this company has ever given any thought to staff welfare.wonder whether this company has ever given any thought to staff welfare.

The CMB's lack of coThe CMB's lack of coThe CMB's lack of coThe CMB's lack of consideration for its staff can also be reflected in some othernsideration for its staff can also be reflected in some othernsideration for its staff can also be reflected in some othernsideration for its staff can also be reflected in some other

aspects.  Since CMB buses have on average been put to service for 13 years, someaspects.  Since CMB buses have on average been put to service for 13 years, someaspects.  Since CMB buses have on average been put to service for 13 years, someaspects.  Since CMB buses have on average been put to service for 13 years, some

"overage" buses which have been running for over 20 years are still operating on our"overage" buses which have been running for over 20 years are still operating on our"overage" buses which have been running for over 20 years are still operating on our"overage" buses which have been running for over 20 years are still operating on our

roads.  Just imagine how an employee can be expected to have a sense of belongingroads.  Just imagine how an employee can be expected to have a sense of belongingroads.  Just imagine how an employee can be expected to have a sense of belongingroads.  Just imagine how an employee can be expected to have a sense of belonging

to the company if he has to drive old buses that are in poor condition every day!to the company if he has to drive old buses that are in poor condition every day!to the company if he has to drive old buses that are in poor condition every day!to the company if he has to drive old buses that are in poor condition every day!

And will he take pride in his work?  Besides, many CMB staff are faced with appallingAnd will he take pride in his work?  Besides, many CMB staff are faced with appallingAnd will he take pride in his work?  Besides, many CMB staff are faced with appallingAnd will he take pride in his work?  Besides, many CMB staff are faced with appalling

living conditions in their quarters.  Conditions in the CMB staff quarters at Northliving conditions in their quarters.  Conditions in the CMB staff quarters at Northliving conditions in their quarters.  Conditions in the CMB staff quarters at Northliving conditions in their quarters.  Conditions in the CMB staff quarters at North

Point are even worse than old-fashioned public housing as no maintenance work hasPoint are even worse than old-fashioned public housing as no maintenance work hasPoint are even worse than old-fashioned public housing as no maintenance work hasPoint are even worse than old-fashioned public housing as no maintenance work has

been carried out for many years.  Here, I would like to show Honourable Members abeen carried out for many years.  Here, I would like to show Honourable Members abeen carried out for many years.  Here, I would like to show Honourable Members abeen carried out for many years.  Here, I would like to show Honourable Members a

photograph depicting the true state of affairs in the CMB staff quarters.  As I havephotograph depicting the true state of affairs in the CMB staff quarters.  As I havephotograph depicting the true state of affairs in the CMB staff quarters.  As I havephotograph depicting the true state of affairs in the CMB staff quarters.  As I have

been involved in union affairs for many years, I am sure that harmonious labour-been involved in union affairs for many years, I am sure that harmonious labour-been involved in union affairs for many years, I am sure that harmonious labour-been involved in union affairs for many years, I am sure that harmonious labour-

management relations on the basis of equality, as well as reasonable treatment formanagement relations on the basis of equality, as well as reasonable treatment formanagement relations on the basis of equality, as well as reasonable treatment formanagement relations on the basis of equality, as well as reasonable treatment for

staff can serve as added incentives to work hard.  While all sorts of unreasonablestaff can serve as added incentives to work hard.  While all sorts of unreasonablestaff can serve as added incentives to work hard.  While all sorts of unreasonablestaff can serve as added incentives to work hard.  While all sorts of unreasonable

practices are being adopted by the CMB management, it is indeed hard to conceive thatpractices are being adopted by the CMB management, it is indeed hard to conceive thatpractices are being adopted by the CMB management, it is indeed hard to conceive thatpractices are being adopted by the CMB management, it is indeed hard to conceive that

CMB staff can work with enthusiasm and serve the passengers effectively under theseCMB staff can work with enthusiasm and serve the passengers effectively under theseCMB staff can work with enthusiasm and serve the passengers effectively under theseCMB staff can work with enthusiasm and serve the passengers effectively under these

circumstances.circumstances.circumstances.circumstances.

Mismanagement and poor quality of sMismanagement and poor quality of sMismanagement and poor quality of sMismanagement and poor quality of service at CMB have existed for years and itervice at CMB have existed for years and itervice at CMB have existed for years and itervice at CMB have existed for years and it

appears that even the relevant government departments can do nothing to help improveappears that even the relevant government departments can do nothing to help improveappears that even the relevant government departments can do nothing to help improveappears that even the relevant government departments can do nothing to help improve

the situation.  It is only after the Government has awarded some bus routes on Hongthe situation.  It is only after the Government has awarded some bus routes on Hongthe situation.  It is only after the Government has awarded some bus routes on Hongthe situation.  It is only after the Government has awarded some bus routes on Hong

Kong Island to Citybus that CMB shows readiness to purchase new air-conditioned buses.Kong Island to Citybus that CMB shows readiness to purchase new air-conditioned buses.Kong Island to Citybus that CMB shows readiness to purchase new air-conditioned buses.Kong Island to Citybus that CMB shows readiness to purchase new air-conditioned buses.

In its development plan for the next five years, CMB has proposed to gradually increaseIn its development plan for the next five years, CMB has proposed to gradually increaseIn its development plan for the next five years, CMB has proposed to gradually increaseIn its development plan for the next five years, CMB has proposed to gradually increase

the proportion of air-conditioned buses to one-fifth or one-fourth of its entire fleet.the proportion of air-conditioned buses to one-fifth or one-fourth of its entire fleet.the proportion of air-conditioned buses to one-fifth or one-fourth of its entire fleet.the proportion of air-conditioned buses to one-fifth or one-fourth of its entire fleet.

However, one point worthy of note is that the new air-conditioned buses will mainlyHowever, one point worthy of note is that the new air-conditioned buses will mainlyHowever, one point worthy of note is that the new air-conditioned buses will mainlyHowever, one point worthy of note is that the new air-conditioned buses will mainly

serve profit-making routes while routes with little patronage will continue to beserve profit-making routes while routes with little patronage will continue to beserve profit-making routes while routes with little patronage will continue to beserve profit-making routes while routes with little patronage will continue to be

served by old buses.  This is unfair to passengers in some districts.  Moreover,served by old buses.  This is unfair to passengers in some districts.  Moreover,served by old buses.  This is unfair to passengers in some districts.  Moreover,served by old buses.  This is unfair to passengers in some districts.  Moreover,

air-conditioned buses are still charging the usual "high fares" in winter.  As itair-conditioned buses are still charging the usual "high fares" in winter.  As itair-conditioned buses are still charging the usual "high fares" in winter.  As itair-conditioned buses are still charging the usual "high fares" in winter.  As it

stands, passengers travelling on air-conditioned buses in winter when no air-stands, passengers travelling on air-conditioned buses in winter when no air-stands, passengers travelling on air-conditioned buses in winter when no air-stands, passengers travelling on air-conditioned buses in winter when no air-

conditioning is necessary are like "drinking cold water during the cold weather".conditioning is necessary are like "drinking cold water during the cold weather".conditioning is necessary are like "drinking cold water during the cold weather".conditioning is necessary are like "drinking cold water during the cold weather".

As it is grossly unfair to ask them to pay 60% to 70% above normal fares, the busAs it is grossly unfair to ask them to pay 60% to 70% above normal fares, the busAs it is grossly unfair to ask them to pay 60% to 70% above normal fares, the busAs it is grossly unfair to ask them to pay 60% to 70% above normal fares, the bus

company should reduce the fares for air-conditioned buses during winter.company should reduce the fares for air-conditioned buses during winter.company should reduce the fares for air-conditioned buses during winter.company should reduce the fares for air-conditioned buses during winter.

In view of the foregoing, we cannot but cast a vote of non-confidence on CMBIn view of the foregoing, we cannot but cast a vote of non-confidence on CMBIn view of the foregoing, we cannot but cast a vote of non-confidence on CMBIn view of the foregoing, we cannot but cast a vote of non-confidence on CMB

operations.  Ironically, owing to the Profits Control Scheme, while a great manyoperations.  Ironically, owing to the Profits Control Scheme, while a great manyoperations.  Ironically, owing to the Profits Control Scheme, while a great manyoperations.  Ironically, owing to the Profits Control Scheme, while a great many



people are pointing accusing fingers at CMB, it can still be assured of profitspeople are pointing accusing fingers at CMB, it can still be assured of profitspeople are pointing accusing fingers at CMB, it can still be assured of profitspeople are pointing accusing fingers at CMB, it can still be assured of profits

equivalent to 15% of fixed assets, and all losses incurred as a result of mismanagementequivalent to 15% of fixed assets, and all losses incurred as a result of mismanagementequivalent to 15% of fixed assets, and all losses incurred as a result of mismanagementequivalent to 15% of fixed assets, and all losses incurred as a result of mismanagement

are ultimately borne by passengers.  In other words, there is absolute guarantee ofare ultimately borne by passengers.  In other words, there is absolute guarantee ofare ultimately borne by passengers.  In other words, there is absolute guarantee ofare ultimately borne by passengers.  In other words, there is absolute guarantee of

profit by CMB passengers under any circumstances.  In the financial year ending Juneprofit by CMB passengers under any circumstances.  In the financial year ending Juneprofit by CMB passengers under any circumstances.  In the financial year ending Juneprofit by CMB passengers under any circumstances.  In the financial year ending June

1991, CMB has expended its development fund and it is foreseeable that under the1991, CMB has expended its development fund and it is foreseeable that under the1991, CMB has expended its development fund and it is foreseeable that under the1991, CMB has expended its development fund and it is foreseeable that under the

existing schemes of control agreements there will be enormous pressure for CMB toexisting schemes of control agreements there will be enormous pressure for CMB toexisting schemes of control agreements there will be enormous pressure for CMB toexisting schemes of control agreements there will be enormous pressure for CMB to

increase its fares in the next couple of years or so.  That only goes to illustrateincrease its fares in the next couple of years or so.  That only goes to illustrateincrease its fares in the next couple of years or so.  That only goes to illustrateincrease its fares in the next couple of years or so.  That only goes to illustrate

the ludicrousness of the existing schemes of control.  Therefore, I sincerely urgethe ludicrousness of the existing schemes of control.  Therefore, I sincerely urgethe ludicrousness of the existing schemes of control.  Therefore, I sincerely urgethe ludicrousness of the existing schemes of control.  Therefore, I sincerely urge

that the Administration, in examining the renewal of its franchise agreement withthat the Administration, in examining the renewal of its franchise agreement withthat the Administration, in examining the renewal of its franchise agreement withthat the Administration, in examining the renewal of its franchise agreement with

CMB or considering entering into such agreements with other companies, should amendCMB or considering entering into such agreements with other companies, should amendCMB or considering entering into such agreements with other companies, should amendCMB or considering entering into such agreements with other companies, should amend

present provisions that offer absolute guarantee of profit while ensuring that thepresent provisions that offer absolute guarantee of profit while ensuring that thepresent provisions that offer absolute guarantee of profit while ensuring that thepresent provisions that offer absolute guarantee of profit while ensuring that the

company will be effectively monitored by the Government and the public and thatcompany will be effectively monitored by the Government and the public and thatcompany will be effectively monitored by the Government and the public and thatcompany will be effectively monitored by the Government and the public and that

consumers get a reliable service at a reasonable price.  Meanwhile, between now andconsumers get a reliable service at a reasonable price.  Meanwhile, between now andconsumers get a reliable service at a reasonable price.  Meanwhile, between now andconsumers get a reliable service at a reasonable price.  Meanwhile, between now and

the expiry of the agreement in 1993, the Government should endeavour to ensure thatthe expiry of the agreement in 1993, the Government should endeavour to ensure thatthe expiry of the agreement in 1993, the Government should endeavour to ensure thatthe expiry of the agreement in 1993, the Government should endeavour to ensure that

CMB will improve its quality of service and refrain from indiscriminate fare increases.CMB will improve its quality of service and refrain from indiscriminate fare increases.CMB will improve its quality of service and refrain from indiscriminate fare increases.CMB will improve its quality of service and refrain from indiscriminate fare increases.

At present, CMB's North Point depot is being turned into a commercial/residentialAt present, CMB's North Point depot is being turned into a commercial/residentialAt present, CMB's North Point depot is being turned into a commercial/residentialAt present, CMB's North Point depot is being turned into a commercial/residential

development project.  With regard to this issue, the Government is duty-bound todevelopment project.  With regard to this issue, the Government is duty-bound todevelopment project.  With regard to this issue, the Government is duty-bound todevelopment project.  With regard to this issue, the Government is duty-bound to

secure an undertaking from CMB that proceeds from the development project will helpsecure an undertaking from CMB that proceeds from the development project will helpsecure an undertaking from CMB that proceeds from the development project will helpsecure an undertaking from CMB that proceeds from the development project will help

defer and cut down fare increases to such an extent as to benefit the ordinarydefer and cut down fare increases to such an extent as to benefit the ordinarydefer and cut down fare increases to such an extent as to benefit the ordinarydefer and cut down fare increases to such an extent as to benefit the ordinary

citizens.citizens.citizens.citizens.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the quality and fare levelsMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the quality and fare levelsMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the quality and fare levelsMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the quality and fare levels

of our public transport services have always been the subjects of heated debates amongof our public transport services have always been the subjects of heated debates amongof our public transport services have always been the subjects of heated debates amongof our public transport services have always been the subjects of heated debates among

members of the public.  Every year the public transport operators would apply formembers of the public.  Every year the public transport operators would apply formembers of the public.  Every year the public transport operators would apply formembers of the public.  Every year the public transport operators would apply for

fare increase, and on each occasion it would stimulate different voices of discontent.fare increase, and on each occasion it would stimulate different voices of discontent.fare increase, and on each occasion it would stimulate different voices of discontent.fare increase, and on each occasion it would stimulate different voices of discontent.

For a long time, the schemes of control agreed between the Government and variousFor a long time, the schemes of control agreed between the Government and variousFor a long time, the schemes of control agreed between the Government and variousFor a long time, the schemes of control agreed between the Government and various

public franchised organizations have been satirized as some profit guarantee schemespublic franchised organizations have been satirized as some profit guarantee schemespublic franchised organizations have been satirized as some profit guarantee schemespublic franchised organizations have been satirized as some profit guarantee schemes

which would only assure "reasonable" profits to the public utilities and publicwhich would only assure "reasonable" profits to the public utilities and publicwhich would only assure "reasonable" profits to the public utilities and publicwhich would only assure "reasonable" profits to the public utilities and public

transport companies but cannot protect the general public in obtaining reasonabletransport companies but cannot protect the general public in obtaining reasonabletransport companies but cannot protect the general public in obtaining reasonabletransport companies but cannot protect the general public in obtaining reasonable

services and fare levels.  As regards the services provided by the China Motor Busservices and fare levels.  As regards the services provided by the China Motor Busservices and fare levels.  As regards the services provided by the China Motor Busservices and fare levels.  As regards the services provided by the China Motor Bus

Limited (CMB), they have always been under criticism.  Now the franchise of the CMBLimited (CMB), they have always been under criticism.  Now the franchise of the CMBLimited (CMB), they have always been under criticism.  Now the franchise of the CMBLimited (CMB), they have always been under criticism.  Now the franchise of the CMB

is going to expire soon.  I submit that the Government should grasp this opportunityis going to expire soon.  I submit that the Government should grasp this opportunityis going to expire soon.  I submit that the Government should grasp this opportunityis going to expire soon.  I submit that the Government should grasp this opportunity

to conduct a comprehensive review on its monitoring policy towards the publicto conduct a comprehensive review on its monitoring policy towards the publicto conduct a comprehensive review on its monitoring policy towards the publicto conduct a comprehensive review on its monitoring policy towards the public

utilities.  Before coming to any fundamental decisions concerning the future busutilities.  Before coming to any fundamental decisions concerning the future busutilities.  Before coming to any fundamental decisions concerning the future busutilities.  Before coming to any fundamental decisions concerning the future bus

services on the Hong Kong Island, the Government should actually consult the publicservices on the Hong Kong Island, the Government should actually consult the publicservices on the Hong Kong Island, the Government should actually consult the publicservices on the Hong Kong Island, the Government should actually consult the public



and fully consider their views.and fully consider their views.and fully consider their views.and fully consider their views.

Public tender to promote competitionPublic tender to promote competitionPublic tender to promote competitionPublic tender to promote competition

In this competitive world, only those who can adapt to the environment willIn this competitive world, only those who can adapt to the environment willIn this competitive world, only those who can adapt to the environment willIn this competitive world, only those who can adapt to the environment will

survive.  The old rules of competition in the market are the best guarantee for thesurvive.  The old rules of competition in the market are the best guarantee for thesurvive.  The old rules of competition in the market are the best guarantee for thesurvive.  The old rules of competition in the market are the best guarantee for the

optimal utilization of resources.  I suggest the Government should alter its presentoptimal utilization of resources.  I suggest the Government should alter its presentoptimal utilization of resources.  I suggest the Government should alter its presentoptimal utilization of resources.  I suggest the Government should alter its present

policy which tends to discourage competition within the trade.  In future, all newpolicy which tends to discourage competition within the trade.  In future, all newpolicy which tends to discourage competition within the trade.  In future, all newpolicy which tends to discourage competition within the trade.  In future, all new

routes of public bus services should be granted by public tender. Furthermore, whenroutes of public bus services should be granted by public tender. Furthermore, whenroutes of public bus services should be granted by public tender. Furthermore, whenroutes of public bus services should be granted by public tender. Furthermore, when

the present franchise of CMB expires, consideration should also be given to dividingthe present franchise of CMB expires, consideration should also be given to dividingthe present franchise of CMB expires, consideration should also be given to dividingthe present franchise of CMB expires, consideration should also be given to dividing

the existing routes for tendering by batches.  By applying the ever lasting principlethe existing routes for tendering by batches.  By applying the ever lasting principlethe existing routes for tendering by batches.  By applying the ever lasting principlethe existing routes for tendering by batches.  By applying the ever lasting principle

of competitions in the market, inefficient operators will be knocked out by efficientof competitions in the market, inefficient operators will be knocked out by efficientof competitions in the market, inefficient operators will be knocked out by efficientof competitions in the market, inefficient operators will be knocked out by efficient

ones.  The bus operators will have to reduce their operating costs and improve theirones.  The bus operators will have to reduce their operating costs and improve theirones.  The bus operators will have to reduce their operating costs and improve theirones.  The bus operators will have to reduce their operating costs and improve their

services.  Last year, the Government put a mid-level franchised bus route to openservices.  Last year, the Government put a mid-level franchised bus route to openservices.  Last year, the Government put a mid-level franchised bus route to openservices.  Last year, the Government put a mid-level franchised bus route to open

tender and it was a very good example.  I hope the Government will fully introducetender and it was a very good example.  I hope the Government will fully introducetender and it was a very good example.  I hope the Government will fully introducetender and it was a very good example.  I hope the Government will fully introduce

competition in a systematic and well-planned manner so as to vitalize the bus servicescompetition in a systematic and well-planned manner so as to vitalize the bus servicescompetition in a systematic and well-planned manner so as to vitalize the bus servicescompetition in a systematic and well-planned manner so as to vitalize the bus services

on the Island and provide better bus services to the general public.on the Island and provide better bus services to the general public.on the Island and provide better bus services to the general public.on the Island and provide better bus services to the general public.

Reducing the age of the busesReducing the age of the busesReducing the age of the busesReducing the age of the buses

On the average, CMB buses have already been under service for 13 years, almostOn the average, CMB buses have already been under service for 13 years, almostOn the average, CMB buses have already been under service for 13 years, almostOn the average, CMB buses have already been under service for 13 years, almost

double that of the Kowloon Motor Bus of which the figure is only seven years.  Thisdouble that of the Kowloon Motor Bus of which the figure is only seven years.  Thisdouble that of the Kowloon Motor Bus of which the figure is only seven years.  Thisdouble that of the Kowloon Motor Bus of which the figure is only seven years.  This

has aroused great concern to the safety and quality of the CMB bus services.has aroused great concern to the safety and quality of the CMB bus services.has aroused great concern to the safety and quality of the CMB bus services.has aroused great concern to the safety and quality of the CMB bus services.

Furthermore, CMB has indicated in its five-year route development plan submittedFurthermore, CMB has indicated in its five-year route development plan submittedFurthermore, CMB has indicated in its five-year route development plan submittedFurthermore, CMB has indicated in its five-year route development plan submitted

lately that it will only acquire 40-odd air-conditioned buses. There is no informationlately that it will only acquire 40-odd air-conditioned buses. There is no informationlately that it will only acquire 40-odd air-conditioned buses. There is no informationlately that it will only acquire 40-odd air-conditioned buses. There is no information

given that the CMB will step up measures in reducing the age of its fleet in the nextgiven that the CMB will step up measures in reducing the age of its fleet in the nextgiven that the CMB will step up measures in reducing the age of its fleet in the nextgiven that the CMB will step up measures in reducing the age of its fleet in the next

few years.  The Government should step up to urge the CMB to replace its buses, orfew years.  The Government should step up to urge the CMB to replace its buses, orfew years.  The Government should step up to urge the CMB to replace its buses, orfew years.  The Government should step up to urge the CMB to replace its buses, or

to require CMB to achieve the objective of lowering the age of its fleet.  In theto require CMB to achieve the objective of lowering the age of its fleet.  In theto require CMB to achieve the objective of lowering the age of its fleet.  In theto require CMB to achieve the objective of lowering the age of its fleet.  In the

mean time, strict control measures should be imposed on the repair work of the CMBmean time, strict control measures should be imposed on the repair work of the CMBmean time, strict control measures should be imposed on the repair work of the CMBmean time, strict control measures should be imposed on the repair work of the CMB

to ensure the provision of safe and reliable bus services.to ensure the provision of safe and reliable bus services.to ensure the provision of safe and reliable bus services.to ensure the provision of safe and reliable bus services.

Half fares for children and elderlyHalf fares for children and elderlyHalf fares for children and elderlyHalf fares for children and elderly

On the other hand, theOn the other hand, theOn the other hand, theOn the other hand, the Government should urge the CMB to provide half-fare Government should urge the CMB to provide half-fare Government should urge the CMB to provide half-fare Government should urge the CMB to provide half-fare

concession to children and all people over the age of 60.  At present the bulk ofconcession to children and all people over the age of 60.  At present the bulk ofconcession to children and all people over the age of 60.  At present the bulk ofconcession to children and all people over the age of 60.  At present the bulk of

the CMB routes including the cross harbour routes do provide half-fare concessionthe CMB routes including the cross harbour routes do provide half-fare concessionthe CMB routes including the cross harbour routes do provide half-fare concessionthe CMB routes including the cross harbour routes do provide half-fare concession

to children.  This concession should be extended to cover the remaining routes.  Asto children.  This concession should be extended to cover the remaining routes.  Asto children.  This concession should be extended to cover the remaining routes.  Asto children.  This concession should be extended to cover the remaining routes.  As

regards half-fare concession offered to the elderly, I think this practice, whichregards half-fare concession offered to the elderly, I think this practice, whichregards half-fare concession offered to the elderly, I think this practice, whichregards half-fare concession offered to the elderly, I think this practice, which



is already very common in other western countries, is the most practical and simpleis already very common in other western countries, is the most practical and simpleis already very common in other western countries, is the most practical and simpleis already very common in other western countries, is the most practical and simple

way to show our respect towards the elderly who have toiled hard for the communityway to show our respect towards the elderly who have toiled hard for the communityway to show our respect towards the elderly who have toiled hard for the communityway to show our respect towards the elderly who have toiled hard for the community

of Hong Kong.  It was suggested in a proposal put forward in the Legislative Councilof Hong Kong.  It was suggested in a proposal put forward in the Legislative Councilof Hong Kong.  It was suggested in a proposal put forward in the Legislative Councilof Hong Kong.  It was suggested in a proposal put forward in the Legislative Council

debate on the care for the elderly last year that the Government could issue somedebate on the care for the elderly last year that the Government could issue somedebate on the care for the elderly last year that the Government could issue somedebate on the care for the elderly last year that the Government could issue some

"senior citizen cards" to the elderly by which concessionary fares in public transport"senior citizen cards" to the elderly by which concessionary fares in public transport"senior citizen cards" to the elderly by which concessionary fares in public transport"senior citizen cards" to the elderly by which concessionary fares in public transport

or other privileges would be granted to the holders.  In my view, this condition oror other privileges would be granted to the holders.  In my view, this condition oror other privileges would be granted to the holders.  In my view, this condition oror other privileges would be granted to the holders.  In my view, this condition or

requirement should be included in the negotiation between the bus operators and therequirement should be included in the negotiation between the bus operators and therequirement should be included in the negotiation between the bus operators and therequirement should be included in the negotiation between the bus operators and the

Government.Government.Government.Government.

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion

Finally, I believe if imprFinally, I believe if imprFinally, I believe if imprFinally, I believe if improvement is to be made on our public bus services, thereovement is to be made on our public bus services, thereovement is to be made on our public bus services, thereovement is to be made on our public bus services, there

should be more competition in the market and the persistent monopolized situationshould be more competition in the market and the persistent monopolized situationshould be more competition in the market and the persistent monopolized situationshould be more competition in the market and the persistent monopolized situation

of public bus services should be eliminated.  We have to open up bus routes to publicof public bus services should be eliminated.  We have to open up bus routes to publicof public bus services should be eliminated.  We have to open up bus routes to publicof public bus services should be eliminated.  We have to open up bus routes to public

tender widely and allow the efficient operators to eliminate the inefficient ones.tender widely and allow the efficient operators to eliminate the inefficient ones.tender widely and allow the efficient operators to eliminate the inefficient ones.tender widely and allow the efficient operators to eliminate the inefficient ones.

I am fully aware of the complexities within this community and that governmentI am fully aware of the complexities within this community and that governmentI am fully aware of the complexities within this community and that governmentI am fully aware of the complexities within this community and that government

intervention is both unavoidable and necessary.  However, any governmentintervention is both unavoidable and necessary.  However, any governmentintervention is both unavoidable and necessary.  However, any governmentintervention is both unavoidable and necessary.  However, any government

intervention should be made in line with the principle of enhancing and facilitatingintervention should be made in line with the principle of enhancing and facilitatingintervention should be made in line with the principle of enhancing and facilitatingintervention should be made in line with the principle of enhancing and facilitating

market competition.  This has been a well tried principle by human society in themarket competition.  This has been a well tried principle by human society in themarket competition.  This has been a well tried principle by human society in themarket competition.  This has been a well tried principle by human society in the

recent 200 years and I firmly believe it is the right direction of improving our publicrecent 200 years and I firmly believe it is the right direction of improving our publicrecent 200 years and I firmly believe it is the right direction of improving our publicrecent 200 years and I firmly believe it is the right direction of improving our public

bus services in Hong Kong.bus services in Hong Kong.bus services in Hong Kong.bus services in Hong Kong.

Mr Deputy President, witMr Deputy President, witMr Deputy President, witMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.h these remarks, I support the motion.h these remarks, I support the motion.h these remarks, I support the motion.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as a Legislative CouncillorMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as a Legislative CouncillorMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as a Legislative CouncillorMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as a Legislative Councillor

elected by the Hong Kong Island East Constituency, I am obliged to reflect theelected by the Hong Kong Island East Constituency, I am obliged to reflect theelected by the Hong Kong Island East Constituency, I am obliged to reflect theelected by the Hong Kong Island East Constituency, I am obliged to reflect the

discontents of Eastern District residents towards the China Motor Bus (CMB) service.discontents of Eastern District residents towards the China Motor Bus (CMB) service.discontents of Eastern District residents towards the China Motor Bus (CMB) service.discontents of Eastern District residents towards the China Motor Bus (CMB) service.

All along, the CMB has been the major means of transport in the Hong Kong Island East.All along, the CMB has been the major means of transport in the Hong Kong Island East.All along, the CMB has been the major means of transport in the Hong Kong Island East.All along, the CMB has been the major means of transport in the Hong Kong Island East.

Even after the advent of the MTR, the importance of CMB as the major means of transportEven after the advent of the MTR, the importance of CMB as the major means of transportEven after the advent of the MTR, the importance of CMB as the major means of transportEven after the advent of the MTR, the importance of CMB as the major means of transport

has not been reduced.  However, the CMB service is getting worse and every one canhas not been reduced.  However, the CMB service is getting worse and every one canhas not been reduced.  However, the CMB service is getting worse and every one canhas not been reduced.  However, the CMB service is getting worse and every one can

bear witness that there has not been any significant improvement.  There are groundsbear witness that there has not been any significant improvement.  There are groundsbear witness that there has not been any significant improvement.  There are groundsbear witness that there has not been any significant improvement.  There are grounds

and evidence to support this assertion.  Between the 15th and the 20th of this month,and evidence to support this assertion.  Between the 15th and the 20th of this month,and evidence to support this assertion.  Between the 15th and the 20th of this month,and evidence to support this assertion.  Between the 15th and the 20th of this month,

a telephone survey on randomly selected samples was conducted by my ward office.  Thea telephone survey on randomly selected samples was conducted by my ward office.  Thea telephone survey on randomly selected samples was conducted by my ward office.  Thea telephone survey on randomly selected samples was conducted by my ward office.  The

Eastern District was roughly divided into ten areas (that is, Chai Wan, Shau Kei Wan,Eastern District was roughly divided into ten areas (that is, Chai Wan, Shau Kei Wan,Eastern District was roughly divided into ten areas (that is, Chai Wan, Shau Kei Wan,Eastern District was roughly divided into ten areas (that is, Chai Wan, Shau Kei Wan,

Sai Wan Ho, North Point, Quarry Bay, Causeway Bay, Happy Valley, Tai Hang, Wan Chai,Sai Wan Ho, North Point, Quarry Bay, Causeway Bay, Happy Valley, Tai Hang, Wan Chai,Sai Wan Ho, North Point, Quarry Bay, Causeway Bay, Happy Valley, Tai Hang, Wan Chai,Sai Wan Ho, North Point, Quarry Bay, Causeway Bay, Happy Valley, Tai Hang, Wan Chai,

and so on) and 500 telephone numbers were randomly selected for asking the views onand so on) and 500 telephone numbers were randomly selected for asking the views onand so on) and 500 telephone numbers were randomly selected for asking the views onand so on) and 500 telephone numbers were randomly selected for asking the views on

the CMB service.  321 questionnaires were completed successfully in the telephonethe CMB service.  321 questionnaires were completed successfully in the telephonethe CMB service.  321 questionnaires were completed successfully in the telephonethe CMB service.  321 questionnaires were completed successfully in the telephone



survey.  Can you guess how many out of these 321 persons were satisfied with the CMBsurvey.  Can you guess how many out of these 321 persons were satisfied with the CMBsurvey.  Can you guess how many out of these 321 persons were satisfied with the CMBsurvey.  Can you guess how many out of these 321 persons were satisfied with the CMB

service?  Six persons.  Only six. 127 persons said that they were dissatisfied andservice?  Six persons.  Only six. 127 persons said that they were dissatisfied andservice?  Six persons.  Only six. 127 persons said that they were dissatisfied andservice?  Six persons.  Only six. 127 persons said that they were dissatisfied and

35 persons said that they were extremely dissatisfied.  What does this reflect?  This35 persons said that they were extremely dissatisfied.  What does this reflect?  This35 persons said that they were extremely dissatisfied.  What does this reflect?  This35 persons said that they were extremely dissatisfied.  What does this reflect?  This

reflects the fact that for a long time, the Eastern District residents have generallyreflects the fact that for a long time, the Eastern District residents have generallyreflects the fact that for a long time, the Eastern District residents have generallyreflects the fact that for a long time, the Eastern District residents have generally

been discontented with the CMB service.  Then, what are their discontents?  Let mebeen discontented with the CMB service.  Then, what are their discontents?  Let mebeen discontented with the CMB service.  Then, what are their discontents?  Let mebeen discontented with the CMB service.  Then, what are their discontents?  Let me

repeat the discontents voiced by the interviewees.  They include unreliablerepeat the discontents voiced by the interviewees.  They include unreliablerepeat the discontents voiced by the interviewees.  They include unreliablerepeat the discontents voiced by the interviewees.  They include unreliable

schedules, unduly long waiting time, overcrowded carriages, underprovision of routesschedules, unduly long waiting time, overcrowded carriages, underprovision of routesschedules, unduly long waiting time, overcrowded carriages, underprovision of routesschedules, unduly long waiting time, overcrowded carriages, underprovision of routes

in certain areas (for example, Happy Valley), short duration of service in certainin certain areas (for example, Happy Valley), short duration of service in certainin certain areas (for example, Happy Valley), short duration of service in certainin certain areas (for example, Happy Valley), short duration of service in certain

areas (for example, Siu Sai Wan), reduced frequencies on holidays, poor attitudesareas (for example, Siu Sai Wan), reduced frequencies on holidays, poor attitudesareas (for example, Siu Sai Wan), reduced frequencies on holidays, poor attitudesareas (for example, Siu Sai Wan), reduced frequencies on holidays, poor attitudes

of drivers, unsheltered bus stops, too many old buses, nuisances caused by exhaustof drivers, unsheltered bus stops, too many old buses, nuisances caused by exhaustof drivers, unsheltered bus stops, too many old buses, nuisances caused by exhaustof drivers, unsheltered bus stops, too many old buses, nuisances caused by exhaust

fumes and noise, the lack of air-conditioned bus service in some areas, and so on.fumes and noise, the lack of air-conditioned bus service in some areas, and so on.fumes and noise, the lack of air-conditioned bus service in some areas, and so on.fumes and noise, the lack of air-conditioned bus service in some areas, and so on.

I cannot help asking why the long-established CMB, which will be celebrating its 60thI cannot help asking why the long-established CMB, which will be celebrating its 60thI cannot help asking why the long-established CMB, which will be celebrating its 60thI cannot help asking why the long-established CMB, which will be celebrating its 60th

anniversary, has become the subject of discontents of so many commuters.  Is itanniversary, has become the subject of discontents of so many commuters.  Is itanniversary, has become the subject of discontents of so many commuters.  Is itanniversary, has become the subject of discontents of so many commuters.  Is it

because the ageing CMB management has been plagued with the infirmities of old age?because the ageing CMB management has been plagued with the infirmities of old age?because the ageing CMB management has been plagued with the infirmities of old age?because the ageing CMB management has been plagued with the infirmities of old age?

In fact, the numerous complaints and discontents are but a tip of the iceberg,In fact, the numerous complaints and discontents are but a tip of the iceberg,In fact, the numerous complaints and discontents are but a tip of the iceberg,In fact, the numerous complaints and discontents are but a tip of the iceberg,

which serve to reflect only a small part of the true picture.  The problem may actuallywhich serve to reflect only a small part of the true picture.  The problem may actuallywhich serve to reflect only a small part of the true picture.  The problem may actuallywhich serve to reflect only a small part of the true picture.  The problem may actually

resemble an iceberg immersed in water and its scale is much larger than the tip weresemble an iceberg immersed in water and its scale is much larger than the tip weresemble an iceberg immersed in water and its scale is much larger than the tip weresemble an iceberg immersed in water and its scale is much larger than the tip we

can see.  Obviously, one of the main causes for the many problems is poor management.can see.  Obviously, one of the main causes for the many problems is poor management.can see.  Obviously, one of the main causes for the many problems is poor management.can see.  Obviously, one of the main causes for the many problems is poor management.

First of all, vitality is lacking in the CMB management.  Just look at the compositionFirst of all, vitality is lacking in the CMB management.  Just look at the compositionFirst of all, vitality is lacking in the CMB management.  Just look at the compositionFirst of all, vitality is lacking in the CMB management.  Just look at the composition

of the board of directors of the CMB.  While the NGAN family occupies four seats,of the board of directors of the CMB.  While the NGAN family occupies four seats,of the board of directors of the CMB.  While the NGAN family occupies four seats,of the board of directors of the CMB.  While the NGAN family occupies four seats,

the Government as the monitoring authority occupies only two seats which are takenthe Government as the monitoring authority occupies only two seats which are takenthe Government as the monitoring authority occupies only two seats which are takenthe Government as the monitoring authority occupies only two seats which are taken

up by the Deputy Secretary for Transport and the Commissioner for Transport, the otherup by the Deputy Secretary for Transport and the Commissioner for Transport, the otherup by the Deputy Secretary for Transport and the Commissioner for Transport, the otherup by the Deputy Secretary for Transport and the Commissioner for Transport, the other

directors are friends of the NGAN family with whom the NGANs have business contact.directors are friends of the NGAN family with whom the NGANs have business contact.directors are friends of the NGAN family with whom the NGANs have business contact.directors are friends of the NGAN family with whom the NGANs have business contact.

With this line-up, even the Government has very little say.  How can it spur the CMBWith this line-up, even the Government has very little say.  How can it spur the CMBWith this line-up, even the Government has very little say.  How can it spur the CMBWith this line-up, even the Government has very little say.  How can it spur the CMB

management for improvement of the service?  Meanwhile, the CMB looks upon themanagement for improvement of the service?  Meanwhile, the CMB looks upon themanagement for improvement of the service?  Meanwhile, the CMB looks upon themanagement for improvement of the service?  Meanwhile, the CMB looks upon the

franchise and the profit control scheme as its trump cards.  With its monopoly infranchise and the profit control scheme as its trump cards.  With its monopoly infranchise and the profit control scheme as its trump cards.  With its monopoly infranchise and the profit control scheme as its trump cards.  With its monopoly in

hand, it turns a deaf ear to the complaints of the public.  While the public keephand, it turns a deaf ear to the complaints of the public.  While the public keephand, it turns a deaf ear to the complaints of the public.  While the public keephand, it turns a deaf ear to the complaints of the public.  While the public keep

on complaining, the CMB continues with its family management style.  As such, if theon complaining, the CMB continues with its family management style.  As such, if theon complaining, the CMB continues with its family management style.  As such, if theon complaining, the CMB continues with its family management style.  As such, if the

Government does not change the composition of the CMB board of directors throughGovernment does not change the composition of the CMB board of directors throughGovernment does not change the composition of the CMB board of directors throughGovernment does not change the composition of the CMB board of directors through

amendment to the Public Omnibus Services Ordinance when the CMB franchise is due foramendment to the Public Omnibus Services Ordinance when the CMB franchise is due foramendment to the Public Omnibus Services Ordinance when the CMB franchise is due foramendment to the Public Omnibus Services Ordinance when the CMB franchise is due for

renewal in 1993, in a bid to exercise closer monitoring and improve the service, werenewal in 1993, in a bid to exercise closer monitoring and improve the service, werenewal in 1993, in a bid to exercise closer monitoring and improve the service, werenewal in 1993, in a bid to exercise closer monitoring and improve the service, we

may not be able to see substantial improvement of the CMB service.may not be able to see substantial improvement of the CMB service.may not be able to see substantial improvement of the CMB service.may not be able to see substantial improvement of the CMB service.

The lack of initiatives on the part of thThe lack of initiatives on the part of thThe lack of initiatives on the part of thThe lack of initiatives on the part of the CMB management to improve its servicee CMB management to improve its servicee CMB management to improve its servicee CMB management to improve its service

is attributed to the problematic structure of the CMB senior management and theis attributed to the problematic structure of the CMB senior management and theis attributed to the problematic structure of the CMB senior management and theis attributed to the problematic structure of the CMB senior management and the

protection offered by its franchise.  On the other hand, the elasticity of demandprotection offered by its franchise.  On the other hand, the elasticity of demandprotection offered by its franchise.  On the other hand, the elasticity of demandprotection offered by its franchise.  On the other hand, the elasticity of demand

of the public is very low.  Hence while the CMB failed to improve its service it couldof the public is very low.  Hence while the CMB failed to improve its service it couldof the public is very low.  Hence while the CMB failed to improve its service it couldof the public is very low.  Hence while the CMB failed to improve its service it could



still increase bus fares.  Besides, the poor condition of service offered to the CMBstill increase bus fares.  Besides, the poor condition of service offered to the CMBstill increase bus fares.  Besides, the poor condition of service offered to the CMBstill increase bus fares.  Besides, the poor condition of service offered to the CMB

staff is also an important factor affecting the service quality.  In December 1989,staff is also an important factor affecting the service quality.  In December 1989,staff is also an important factor affecting the service quality.  In December 1989,staff is also an important factor affecting the service quality.  In December 1989,

CMB drivers staged a strike in protest of the meagre retirement lumpsum the companyCMB drivers staged a strike in protest of the meagre retirement lumpsum the companyCMB drivers staged a strike in protest of the meagre retirement lumpsum the companyCMB drivers staged a strike in protest of the meagre retirement lumpsum the company

provided for them, bringing the traffic on Hong Kong Island nearly to a standstill.provided for them, bringing the traffic on Hong Kong Island nearly to a standstill.provided for them, bringing the traffic on Hong Kong Island nearly to a standstill.provided for them, bringing the traffic on Hong Kong Island nearly to a standstill.

Many passengers also complained about the poor manners of the drivers.  It was notMany passengers also complained about the poor manners of the drivers.  It was notMany passengers also complained about the poor manners of the drivers.  It was notMany passengers also complained about the poor manners of the drivers.  It was not

surprising because many of the drivers worked long hours with little rest andsurprising because many of the drivers worked long hours with little rest andsurprising because many of the drivers worked long hours with little rest andsurprising because many of the drivers worked long hours with little rest and

sometimes they were to keep on driving in hunger.  Getting low pay, they could onlysometimes they were to keep on driving in hunger.  Getting low pay, they could onlysometimes they were to keep on driving in hunger.  Getting low pay, they could onlysometimes they were to keep on driving in hunger.  Getting low pay, they could only

receive a modest lumpsum upon retirement.  However, the company was still of the viewreceive a modest lumpsum upon retirement.  However, the company was still of the viewreceive a modest lumpsum upon retirement.  However, the company was still of the viewreceive a modest lumpsum upon retirement.  However, the company was still of the view

that the lumpsum should be taxable.  It was indeed ludicrous. If the CMB managementthat the lumpsum should be taxable.  It was indeed ludicrous. If the CMB managementthat the lumpsum should be taxable.  It was indeed ludicrous. If the CMB managementthat the lumpsum should be taxable.  It was indeed ludicrous. If the CMB management

had offered better condition of service to its employees to foster a better labourhad offered better condition of service to its employees to foster a better labourhad offered better condition of service to its employees to foster a better labourhad offered better condition of service to its employees to foster a better labour

relationship, the strike by the CMB drivers which affected the public greatly wouldrelationship, the strike by the CMB drivers which affected the public greatly wouldrelationship, the strike by the CMB drivers which affected the public greatly wouldrelationship, the strike by the CMB drivers which affected the public greatly would

not have happened.  However, it seems that the CMB management fails to learn anynot have happened.  However, it seems that the CMB management fails to learn anynot have happened.  However, it seems that the CMB management fails to learn anynot have happened.  However, it seems that the CMB management fails to learn any

lesson from the incident.lesson from the incident.lesson from the incident.lesson from the incident.

Another serious weakness of the CMB management is its failure to improve the busAnother serious weakness of the CMB management is its failure to improve the busAnother serious weakness of the CMB management is its failure to improve the busAnother serious weakness of the CMB management is its failure to improve the bus

service in response to the needs of the commuters.  The needs of the public are veryservice in response to the needs of the commuters.  The needs of the public are veryservice in response to the needs of the commuters.  The needs of the public are veryservice in response to the needs of the commuters.  The needs of the public are very

obvious and simple.  They would like to have a public transport service which savesobvious and simple.  They would like to have a public transport service which savesobvious and simple.  They would like to have a public transport service which savesobvious and simple.  They would like to have a public transport service which saves

their time, is comfortable and runs at high frequencies.  The CMB management, however,their time, is comfortable and runs at high frequencies.  The CMB management, however,their time, is comfortable and runs at high frequencies.  The CMB management, however,their time, is comfortable and runs at high frequencies.  The CMB management, however,

has not responded to such needs because it failed to take the initiative to collecthas not responded to such needs because it failed to take the initiative to collecthas not responded to such needs because it failed to take the initiative to collecthas not responded to such needs because it failed to take the initiative to collect

public opinions and, more importantly, its senior management has never travelled bypublic opinions and, more importantly, its senior management has never travelled bypublic opinions and, more importantly, its senior management has never travelled bypublic opinions and, more importantly, its senior management has never travelled by

bus.  Only after the management people have suffered bumping on board an old CMB busbus.  Only after the management people have suffered bumping on board an old CMB busbus.  Only after the management people have suffered bumping on board an old CMB busbus.  Only after the management people have suffered bumping on board an old CMB bus

would they share the experience of the general public who take the buses.  From thewould they share the experience of the general public who take the buses.  From thewould they share the experience of the general public who take the buses.  From thewould they share the experience of the general public who take the buses.  From the

questionnaire survey I conducted in the Eastern District, a quarter of thequestionnaire survey I conducted in the Eastern District, a quarter of thequestionnaire survey I conducted in the Eastern District, a quarter of thequestionnaire survey I conducted in the Eastern District, a quarter of the

interviewees deemed the style of management of the company obsolete and the CMB busesinterviewees deemed the style of management of the company obsolete and the CMB busesinterviewees deemed the style of management of the company obsolete and the CMB busesinterviewees deemed the style of management of the company obsolete and the CMB buses

too old, emitting exhaust fumes and causing noise nuisance.  These reflected thattoo old, emitting exhaust fumes and causing noise nuisance.  These reflected thattoo old, emitting exhaust fumes and causing noise nuisance.  These reflected thattoo old, emitting exhaust fumes and causing noise nuisance.  These reflected that

the company has followed the beaten path perfunctorily. While the average bus agethe company has followed the beaten path perfunctorily. While the average bus agethe company has followed the beaten path perfunctorily. While the average bus agethe company has followed the beaten path perfunctorily. While the average bus age

of the CMB fleet is 13 years, do we have to wait until these buses come to the veryof the CMB fleet is 13 years, do we have to wait until these buses come to the veryof the CMB fleet is 13 years, do we have to wait until these buses come to the veryof the CMB fleet is 13 years, do we have to wait until these buses come to the very

last day of their usable life so as to have them disposed of?  I propose the Secretarylast day of their usable life so as to have them disposed of?  I propose the Secretarylast day of their usable life so as to have them disposed of?  I propose the Secretarylast day of their usable life so as to have them disposed of?  I propose the Secretary

for Transport to find out whether the CMB has acquired new buses at a rate in linefor Transport to find out whether the CMB has acquired new buses at a rate in linefor Transport to find out whether the CMB has acquired new buses at a rate in linefor Transport to find out whether the CMB has acquired new buses at a rate in line

with its five-year plan submitted for the years between 1987 and 1993.  Otherwise,with its five-year plan submitted for the years between 1987 and 1993.  Otherwise,with its five-year plan submitted for the years between 1987 and 1993.  Otherwise,with its five-year plan submitted for the years between 1987 and 1993.  Otherwise,

officials of the Transport Branch will have to exercise closer monitoring over theofficials of the Transport Branch will have to exercise closer monitoring over theofficials of the Transport Branch will have to exercise closer monitoring over theofficials of the Transport Branch will have to exercise closer monitoring over the

CMB.CMB.CMB.CMB.

All in all, the problematic management and conservative style of the CMBAll in all, the problematic management and conservative style of the CMBAll in all, the problematic management and conservative style of the CMBAll in all, the problematic management and conservative style of the CMB arise arise arise arise

mainly from the franchise it possesses.  Owing to the lack of competition, the CMBmainly from the franchise it possesses.  Owing to the lack of competition, the CMBmainly from the franchise it possesses.  Owing to the lack of competition, the CMBmainly from the franchise it possesses.  Owing to the lack of competition, the CMB

management is not motivated to improve its service.  According to the questionnairemanagement is not motivated to improve its service.  According to the questionnairemanagement is not motivated to improve its service.  According to the questionnairemanagement is not motivated to improve its service.  According to the questionnaire

survey I conducted in the district, 58.88% of the interviewees supported the ideasurvey I conducted in the district, 58.88% of the interviewees supported the ideasurvey I conducted in the district, 58.88% of the interviewees supported the ideasurvey I conducted in the district, 58.88% of the interviewees supported the idea

of introducing another bus company in a bid to improve the bus service throughof introducing another bus company in a bid to improve the bus service throughof introducing another bus company in a bid to improve the bus service throughof introducing another bus company in a bid to improve the bus service through



competition.  Last Saturday, on 18 January, the United Democrats of Hong Kongcompetition.  Last Saturday, on 18 January, the United Democrats of Hong Kongcompetition.  Last Saturday, on 18 January, the United Democrats of Hong Kongcompetition.  Last Saturday, on 18 January, the United Democrats of Hong Kong

organized a public hearing in Victoria Park when many residents also mentioned thisorganized a public hearing in Victoria Park when many residents also mentioned thisorganized a public hearing in Victoria Park when many residents also mentioned thisorganized a public hearing in Victoria Park when many residents also mentioned this

point.  With regard to the introduction of a second bus company, we are notpoint.  With regard to the introduction of a second bus company, we are notpoint.  With regard to the introduction of a second bus company, we are notpoint.  With regard to the introduction of a second bus company, we are not

instigating vicious competition.  Rather, under government supervision and publicinstigating vicious competition.  Rather, under government supervision and publicinstigating vicious competition.  Rather, under government supervision and publicinstigating vicious competition.  Rather, under government supervision and public

monitoring, the operation of some bus routes should be opened up immediately to themonitoring, the operation of some bus routes should be opened up immediately to themonitoring, the operation of some bus routes should be opened up immediately to themonitoring, the operation of some bus routes should be opened up immediately to the

second bus company, so as to introduce constructive competition for the improvementsecond bus company, so as to introduce constructive competition for the improvementsecond bus company, so as to introduce constructive competition for the improvementsecond bus company, so as to introduce constructive competition for the improvement

of the transport system.  In case the CMB still sticks to its own ways and refusesof the transport system.  In case the CMB still sticks to its own ways and refusesof the transport system.  In case the CMB still sticks to its own ways and refusesof the transport system.  In case the CMB still sticks to its own ways and refuses

to make progress, the Government should consider whether it would renew its contractto make progress, the Government should consider whether it would renew its contractto make progress, the Government should consider whether it would renew its contractto make progress, the Government should consider whether it would renew its contract

with the CMB upon expiration of its franchise in 1993 or introduce the second buswith the CMB upon expiration of its franchise in 1993 or introduce the second buswith the CMB upon expiration of its franchise in 1993 or introduce the second buswith the CMB upon expiration of its franchise in 1993 or introduce the second bus

company.company.company.company.

With these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.With these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.

8.00 pm8.00 pm8.00 pm8.00 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now 8 o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) this CouncilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now 8 o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) this CouncilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now 8 o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) this CouncilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  It is now 8 o'clock and under Standing Order 8(2) this Council

should now adjourn.should now adjourn.should now adjourn.should now adjourn.

ATTORNEY GENERAL:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent I now move that StandingATTORNEY GENERAL:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent I now move that StandingATTORNEY GENERAL:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent I now move that StandingATTORNEY GENERAL:  Mr Deputy President, with your consent I now move that Standing

Order 8(2) should be suspended so as to allow this Council's business this afternoonOrder 8(2) should be suspended so as to allow this Council's business this afternoonOrder 8(2) should be suspended so as to allow this Council's business this afternoonOrder 8(2) should be suspended so as to allow this Council's business this afternoon

to be concluded.to be concluded.to be concluded.to be concluded.

Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.

MR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first I am glad that Mr LEEMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first I am glad that Mr LEEMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first I am glad that Mr LEEMR STEVEN POON (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first I am glad that Mr LEE

Wing-tat has raised this motion, and also I thank him for letting me and otherWing-tat has raised this motion, and also I thank him for letting me and otherWing-tat has raised this motion, and also I thank him for letting me and otherWing-tat has raised this motion, and also I thank him for letting me and other

Honourable Members have the opportunity to give our views on how best to revise theHonourable Members have the opportunity to give our views on how best to revise theHonourable Members have the opportunity to give our views on how best to revise theHonourable Members have the opportunity to give our views on how best to revise the

original wording of his draft motion before it was finally endorsed and co-signedoriginal wording of his draft motion before it was finally endorsed and co-signedoriginal wording of his draft motion before it was finally endorsed and co-signedoriginal wording of his draft motion before it was finally endorsed and co-signed

by Mrs Miriam LAU.by Mrs Miriam LAU.by Mrs Miriam LAU.by Mrs Miriam LAU.

We debate today in the Legislative Council the franchised bus services on HongWe debate today in the Legislative Council the franchised bus services on HongWe debate today in the Legislative Council the franchised bus services on HongWe debate today in the Legislative Council the franchised bus services on Hong

Kong Island because the franchise of China Motor Bus Company Limited (CMB) will expireKong Island because the franchise of China Motor Bus Company Limited (CMB) will expireKong Island because the franchise of China Motor Bus Company Limited (CMB) will expireKong Island because the franchise of China Motor Bus Company Limited (CMB) will expire

in 1993.  We have often heard complaints relating to the services of CMB.in 1993.  We have often heard complaints relating to the services of CMB.in 1993.  We have often heard complaints relating to the services of CMB.in 1993.  We have often heard complaints relating to the services of CMB.

In 1991, the average fare of CMB on a journey under 10 km was $1.80, and in 1981,In 1991, the average fare of CMB on a journey under 10 km was $1.80, and in 1981,In 1991, the average fare of CMB on a journey under 10 km was $1.80, and in 1981,In 1991, the average fare of CMB on a journey under 10 km was $1.80, and in 1981,



it had been $0.60, a range of increase of 200% in 10 years; during the same periodit had been $0.60, a range of increase of 200% in 10 years; during the same periodit had been $0.60, a range of increase of 200% in 10 years; during the same periodit had been $0.60, a range of increase of 200% in 10 years; during the same period

the consumer price index had risen only about 100%.  Therefore CMB's range of increasethe consumer price index had risen only about 100%.  Therefore CMB's range of increasethe consumer price index had risen only about 100%.  Therefore CMB's range of increasethe consumer price index had risen only about 100%.  Therefore CMB's range of increase

in fares has been much higher than that in consumer prices.in fares has been much higher than that in consumer prices.in fares has been much higher than that in consumer prices.in fares has been much higher than that in consumer prices.

As regards the quality of service, although there is no measurement by a "serviceAs regards the quality of service, although there is no measurement by a "serviceAs regards the quality of service, although there is no measurement by a "serviceAs regards the quality of service, although there is no measurement by a "service

satisfaction index", yet from the number of complaints, CMB has been receiving moresatisfaction index", yet from the number of complaints, CMB has been receiving moresatisfaction index", yet from the number of complaints, CMB has been receiving moresatisfaction index", yet from the number of complaints, CMB has been receiving more

complaints than Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB).  For every 10 000 KMB passengers, there arecomplaints than Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB).  For every 10 000 KMB passengers, there arecomplaints than Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB).  For every 10 000 KMB passengers, there arecomplaints than Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB).  For every 10 000 KMB passengers, there are

five complaints.  The rate of complaint against CMB is 10 complaints every 10 000five complaints.  The rate of complaint against CMB is 10 complaints every 10 000five complaints.  The rate of complaint against CMB is 10 complaints every 10 000five complaints.  The rate of complaint against CMB is 10 complaints every 10 000

passengers, double that of KMB.passengers, double that of KMB.passengers, double that of KMB.passengers, double that of KMB.

Regarding treatment of staff, many Members have saidRegarding treatment of staff, many Members have saidRegarding treatment of staff, many Members have saidRegarding treatment of staff, many Members have said today that it is a known today that it is a known today that it is a known today that it is a known

fact that the CMB staff were not satisfied with the pension system; this fact reflectsfact that the CMB staff were not satisfied with the pension system; this fact reflectsfact that the CMB staff were not satisfied with the pension system; this fact reflectsfact that the CMB staff were not satisfied with the pension system; this fact reflects

that CMB's treatment of staff is outmoded.that CMB's treatment of staff is outmoded.that CMB's treatment of staff is outmoded.that CMB's treatment of staff is outmoded.

With regard to profit, CMB can earn on average 17 cents by carrying one passengerWith regard to profit, CMB can earn on average 17 cents by carrying one passengerWith regard to profit, CMB can earn on average 17 cents by carrying one passengerWith regard to profit, CMB can earn on average 17 cents by carrying one passenger

which is lower than KMB's 25 cents.  For every kilometre travelled, CMB can producewhich is lower than KMB's 25 cents.  For every kilometre travelled, CMB can producewhich is lower than KMB's 25 cents.  For every kilometre travelled, CMB can producewhich is lower than KMB's 25 cents.  For every kilometre travelled, CMB can produce

a profit of about 90 cents, which is also lower than the $1.20 of KMB.a profit of about 90 cents, which is also lower than the $1.20 of KMB.a profit of about 90 cents, which is also lower than the $1.20 of KMB.a profit of about 90 cents, which is also lower than the $1.20 of KMB.

Looking at these figures, we cannot say that CMB is a well managed companyLooking at these figures, we cannot say that CMB is a well managed companyLooking at these figures, we cannot say that CMB is a well managed companyLooking at these figures, we cannot say that CMB is a well managed company

providing good service.providing good service.providing good service.providing good service.

Under these ciUnder these ciUnder these ciUnder these circumstances, the Government needs to reconsider its policy onrcumstances, the Government needs to reconsider its policy onrcumstances, the Government needs to reconsider its policy onrcumstances, the Government needs to reconsider its policy on

franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island after 1993.franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island after 1993.franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island after 1993.franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island after 1993.

In the present social and economic situation, it is arguable if there exists aIn the present social and economic situation, it is arguable if there exists aIn the present social and economic situation, it is arguable if there exists aIn the present social and economic situation, it is arguable if there exists a

basic necessity to allow one bus company to operate under an exclusive franchise busbasic necessity to allow one bus company to operate under an exclusive franchise busbasic necessity to allow one bus company to operate under an exclusive franchise busbasic necessity to allow one bus company to operate under an exclusive franchise bus

services on the whole of Hong Kong Island.  This form of franchise is in fact quiteservices on the whole of Hong Kong Island.  This form of franchise is in fact quiteservices on the whole of Hong Kong Island.  This form of franchise is in fact quiteservices on the whole of Hong Kong Island.  This form of franchise is in fact quite

out of date.  I suggest that the Government should consider opening up the marketout of date.  I suggest that the Government should consider opening up the marketout of date.  I suggest that the Government should consider opening up the marketout of date.  I suggest that the Government should consider opening up the market

for bus services on the Hong Kong Island.  Bus services on the Island should befor bus services on the Hong Kong Island.  Bus services on the Island should befor bus services on the Hong Kong Island.  Bus services on the Island should befor bus services on the Hong Kong Island.  Bus services on the Island should be

provided by about three bus companies, and each bus route is to be tendered for byprovided by about three bus companies, and each bus route is to be tendered for byprovided by about three bus companies, and each bus route is to be tendered for byprovided by about three bus companies, and each bus route is to be tendered for by

all three companies.  This will upgrade competition among bus service operators.all three companies.  This will upgrade competition among bus service operators.all three companies.  This will upgrade competition among bus service operators.all three companies.  This will upgrade competition among bus service operators.

Moreover, the bus company which tenders successfully for a bus route should be givenMoreover, the bus company which tenders successfully for a bus route should be givenMoreover, the bus company which tenders successfully for a bus route should be givenMoreover, the bus company which tenders successfully for a bus route should be given

the operational right for not more than three years, after which that bus route shouldthe operational right for not more than three years, after which that bus route shouldthe operational right for not more than three years, after which that bus route shouldthe operational right for not more than three years, after which that bus route should

be re-tendered for.  In this way the quality of bus companies may be constantlybe re-tendered for.  In this way the quality of bus companies may be constantlybe re-tendered for.  In this way the quality of bus companies may be constantlybe re-tendered for.  In this way the quality of bus companies may be constantly

maintained at a high level, and fares of bus routes may be adjusted according to themaintained at a high level, and fares of bus routes may be adjusted according to themaintained at a high level, and fares of bus routes may be adjusted according to themaintained at a high level, and fares of bus routes may be adjusted according to the

development of the district served.development of the district served.development of the district served.development of the district served.

The motion today is to request the Government to consult the public on bus servicesThe motion today is to request the Government to consult the public on bus servicesThe motion today is to request the Government to consult the public on bus servicesThe motion today is to request the Government to consult the public on bus services



on Hong Kong Island.  As a matter of fact, consultation on transport services is nowon Hong Kong Island.  As a matter of fact, consultation on transport services is nowon Hong Kong Island.  As a matter of fact, consultation on transport services is nowon Hong Kong Island.  As a matter of fact, consultation on transport services is now

conducted in the Transport Advisory Committee (TAC).  Why then, with such aconducted in the Transport Advisory Committee (TAC).  Why then, with such aconducted in the Transport Advisory Committee (TAC).  Why then, with such aconducted in the Transport Advisory Committee (TAC).  Why then, with such a

consultative machinery, bus services are still so unsatisfactory?  The Governmentconsultative machinery, bus services are still so unsatisfactory?  The Governmentconsultative machinery, bus services are still so unsatisfactory?  The Governmentconsultative machinery, bus services are still so unsatisfactory?  The Government

should review this question.  We always emphasize the representativeness of advisoryshould review this question.  We always emphasize the representativeness of advisoryshould review this question.  We always emphasize the representativeness of advisoryshould review this question.  We always emphasize the representativeness of advisory

bodies, but we often ignore the professionalism that should exist in advisory bodies.bodies, but we often ignore the professionalism that should exist in advisory bodies.bodies, but we often ignore the professionalism that should exist in advisory bodies.bodies, but we often ignore the professionalism that should exist in advisory bodies.

Whether the TAC has enough management experts in its membership is an important issue.Whether the TAC has enough management experts in its membership is an important issue.Whether the TAC has enough management experts in its membership is an important issue.Whether the TAC has enough management experts in its membership is an important issue.

In a debate last November, I had queried the effectiveness of public utilityIn a debate last November, I had queried the effectiveness of public utilityIn a debate last November, I had queried the effectiveness of public utilityIn a debate last November, I had queried the effectiveness of public utility

consultative bodies.  Consultative bodies have frequently been the institutions forconsultative bodies.  Consultative bodies have frequently been the institutions forconsultative bodies.  Consultative bodies have frequently been the institutions forconsultative bodies.  Consultative bodies have frequently been the institutions for

the Government and public utility companies "to pass the buck" to, giving governmentthe Government and public utility companies "to pass the buck" to, giving governmentthe Government and public utility companies "to pass the buck" to, giving governmentthe Government and public utility companies "to pass the buck" to, giving government

officials and responsible officers of the companies the pretext to evadeofficials and responsible officers of the companies the pretext to evadeofficials and responsible officers of the companies the pretext to evadeofficials and responsible officers of the companies the pretext to evade

responsibility.responsibility.responsibility.responsibility.

Now, we are emphasizing that the public should be concNow, we are emphasizing that the public should be concNow, we are emphasizing that the public should be concNow, we are emphasizing that the public should be concerned with how publicerned with how publicerned with how publicerned with how public

utilities are operated, but the public has no means of access to definite statisticsutilities are operated, but the public has no means of access to definite statisticsutilities are operated, but the public has no means of access to definite statisticsutilities are operated, but the public has no means of access to definite statistics

relating to bus services.  The contents of the annual reports of CMB are so destituterelating to bus services.  The contents of the annual reports of CMB are so destituterelating to bus services.  The contents of the annual reports of CMB are so destituterelating to bus services.  The contents of the annual reports of CMB are so destitute

of material information that even I -- who have had a long service with a public utilityof material information that even I -- who have had a long service with a public utilityof material information that even I -- who have had a long service with a public utilityof material information that even I -- who have had a long service with a public utility

company as a manager -- after spending much time scratching my head and burning thecompany as a manager -- after spending much time scratching my head and burning thecompany as a manager -- after spending much time scratching my head and burning thecompany as a manager -- after spending much time scratching my head and burning the

midnight oil, felt like no better than a blind man trying to size up an elephant andmidnight oil, felt like no better than a blind man trying to size up an elephant andmidnight oil, felt like no better than a blind man trying to size up an elephant andmidnight oil, felt like no better than a blind man trying to size up an elephant and

had to acknowledge failure to find sufficient data from this company's annual reportshad to acknowledge failure to find sufficient data from this company's annual reportshad to acknowledge failure to find sufficient data from this company's annual reportshad to acknowledge failure to find sufficient data from this company's annual reports

to understand its operations.  We could imagine how the ordinary citizen, like a ratto understand its operations.  We could imagine how the ordinary citizen, like a ratto understand its operations.  We could imagine how the ordinary citizen, like a ratto understand its operations.  We could imagine how the ordinary citizen, like a rat

trying to attack a tortoise, would be baffled by it and unable to make any meaningfultrying to attack a tortoise, would be baffled by it and unable to make any meaningfultrying to attack a tortoise, would be baffled by it and unable to make any meaningfultrying to attack a tortoise, would be baffled by it and unable to make any meaningful

analysis.  The bus company often applied for increase of fares on the ground of highanalysis.  The bus company often applied for increase of fares on the ground of highanalysis.  The bus company often applied for increase of fares on the ground of highanalysis.  The bus company often applied for increase of fares on the ground of high

fuel prices or high wages, but the annual report does not list respective figuresfuel prices or high wages, but the annual report does not list respective figuresfuel prices or high wages, but the annual report does not list respective figuresfuel prices or high wages, but the annual report does not list respective figures

of these two items.  How then could it convince the public?  At the same time, thereof these two items.  How then could it convince the public?  At the same time, thereof these two items.  How then could it convince the public?  At the same time, thereof these two items.  How then could it convince the public?  At the same time, there

are also no definite figures in the annual report to explain the company's otherare also no definite figures in the annual report to explain the company's otherare also no definite figures in the annual report to explain the company's otherare also no definite figures in the annual report to explain the company's other

business activities not covered by the profit control scheme.  I urge the Governmentbusiness activities not covered by the profit control scheme.  I urge the Governmentbusiness activities not covered by the profit control scheme.  I urge the Governmentbusiness activities not covered by the profit control scheme.  I urge the Government

to ask the two bus companies, as long as it does not affect commercial secrets, toto ask the two bus companies, as long as it does not affect commercial secrets, toto ask the two bus companies, as long as it does not affect commercial secrets, toto ask the two bus companies, as long as it does not affect commercial secrets, to

publish as much as possible detailed data of operation in their annual reports.publish as much as possible detailed data of operation in their annual reports.publish as much as possible detailed data of operation in their annual reports.publish as much as possible detailed data of operation in their annual reports.

With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.

DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I will focus my remarks on theDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I will focus my remarks on theDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I will focus my remarks on theDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I will focus my remarks on the

standard of bus services provided by the China Motor Bus Company, its impacts onstandard of bus services provided by the China Motor Bus Company, its impacts onstandard of bus services provided by the China Motor Bus Company, its impacts onstandard of bus services provided by the China Motor Bus Company, its impacts on

people's livelihood, public participation and the degree of transparency operatedpeople's livelihood, public participation and the degree of transparency operatedpeople's livelihood, public participation and the degree of transparency operatedpeople's livelihood, public participation and the degree of transparency operated

by the Company.  I will be brief in view of the time constraint.by the Company.  I will be brief in view of the time constraint.by the Company.  I will be brief in view of the time constraint.by the Company.  I will be brief in view of the time constraint.

Regarding the public's views on the service of CMB, they are based on the 1990-91Regarding the public's views on the service of CMB, they are based on the 1990-91Regarding the public's views on the service of CMB, they are based on the 1990-91Regarding the public's views on the service of CMB, they are based on the 1990-91



Report of the Transport Complaints Unit and the public hearing held by the UnitedReport of the Transport Complaints Unit and the public hearing held by the UnitedReport of the Transport Complaints Unit and the public hearing held by the UnitedReport of the Transport Complaints Unit and the public hearing held by the United

Democrats of Hong Kong in Victoria Park.  According to the 1990-91 report, there wereDemocrats of Hong Kong in Victoria Park.  According to the 1990-91 report, there wereDemocrats of Hong Kong in Victoria Park.  According to the 1990-91 report, there wereDemocrats of Hong Kong in Victoria Park.  According to the 1990-91 report, there were

494 complaints against the CMB, accounting for 24.8% of all the complaints for the494 complaints against the CMB, accounting for 24.8% of all the complaints for the494 complaints against the CMB, accounting for 24.8% of all the complaints for the494 complaints against the CMB, accounting for 24.8% of all the complaints for the

year.  The complaints fell under two main categories: (A) the level of bus servicesyear.  The complaints fell under two main categories: (A) the level of bus servicesyear.  The complaints fell under two main categories: (A) the level of bus servicesyear.  The complaints fell under two main categories: (A) the level of bus services

(including frequency of operation, bus routes and so on) and (B) the standard of bus(including frequency of operation, bus routes and so on) and (B) the standard of bus(including frequency of operation, bus routes and so on) and (B) the standard of bus(including frequency of operation, bus routes and so on) and (B) the standard of bus

services (including conduct of bus drivers, non-compliance of bus schedules, busservices (including conduct of bus drivers, non-compliance of bus schedules, busservices (including conduct of bus drivers, non-compliance of bus schedules, busservices (including conduct of bus drivers, non-compliance of bus schedules, bus

fares and so on).  There were also 375 complaints against the standard of servicesfares and so on).  There were also 375 complaints against the standard of servicesfares and so on).  There were also 375 complaints against the standard of servicesfares and so on).  There were also 375 complaints against the standard of services

provided by the CMB last year.  Of the 43 complaints against inadequacies of busprovided by the CMB last year.  Of the 43 complaints against inadequacies of busprovided by the CMB last year.  Of the 43 complaints against inadequacies of busprovided by the CMB last year.  Of the 43 complaints against inadequacies of bus

frequencies and passenger capabilities, 32 were related to the Southern bus routes.frequencies and passenger capabilities, 32 were related to the Southern bus routes.frequencies and passenger capabilities, 32 were related to the Southern bus routes.frequencies and passenger capabilities, 32 were related to the Southern bus routes.

As regards bus fares, during the recent public hearing organized by the UnitedAs regards bus fares, during the recent public hearing organized by the UnitedAs regards bus fares, during the recent public hearing organized by the UnitedAs regards bus fares, during the recent public hearing organized by the United

Democrats, it was learnt that many people were unhappy about the higher bus faresDemocrats, it was learnt that many people were unhappy about the higher bus faresDemocrats, it was learnt that many people were unhappy about the higher bus faresDemocrats, it was learnt that many people were unhappy about the higher bus fares

of routes serving the Southern District.  With regard to the condition of buses (forof routes serving the Southern District.  With regard to the condition of buses (forof routes serving the Southern District.  With regard to the condition of buses (forof routes serving the Southern District.  With regard to the condition of buses (for

example, cleanliness and age of vehicles), it was pointed out in the report that 51.6%example, cleanliness and age of vehicles), it was pointed out in the report that 51.6%example, cleanliness and age of vehicles), it was pointed out in the report that 51.6%example, cleanliness and age of vehicles), it was pointed out in the report that 51.6%

of the complaints were directed against the CMB, which was obviously higher than theof the complaints were directed against the CMB, which was obviously higher than theof the complaints were directed against the CMB, which was obviously higher than theof the complaints were directed against the CMB, which was obviously higher than the

40% against the KMB.  To sum up, according to last year's report compiled by the40% against the KMB.  To sum up, according to last year's report compiled by the40% against the KMB.  To sum up, according to last year's report compiled by the40% against the KMB.  To sum up, according to last year's report compiled by the

Transport Complaints Unit and the information collated by the United democrats duringTransport Complaints Unit and the information collated by the United democrats duringTransport Complaints Unit and the information collated by the United democrats duringTransport Complaints Unit and the information collated by the United democrats during

the public hearing, the level and standard of services provided by the CMB left muchthe public hearing, the level and standard of services provided by the CMB left muchthe public hearing, the level and standard of services provided by the CMB left muchthe public hearing, the level and standard of services provided by the CMB left much

to be desired.  Frequencies of operation, routing, manner of service, bus fares andto be desired.  Frequencies of operation, routing, manner of service, bus fares andto be desired.  Frequencies of operation, routing, manner of service, bus fares andto be desired.  Frequencies of operation, routing, manner of service, bus fares and

non-compliance of bus schedules were some of the problems identified.  It could thusnon-compliance of bus schedules were some of the problems identified.  It could thusnon-compliance of bus schedules were some of the problems identified.  It could thusnon-compliance of bus schedules were some of the problems identified.  It could thus

be seen that the CMB was inadequately monitored by the Government.  As the CMB wasbe seen that the CMB was inadequately monitored by the Government.  As the CMB wasbe seen that the CMB was inadequately monitored by the Government.  As the CMB wasbe seen that the CMB was inadequately monitored by the Government.  As the CMB was

a franchised company and was entitled to the preferential treatment under the Profita franchised company and was entitled to the preferential treatment under the Profita franchised company and was entitled to the preferential treatment under the Profita franchised company and was entitled to the preferential treatment under the Profit

Control Scheme, the Government should supervise and monitor the services provided,Control Scheme, the Government should supervise and monitor the services provided,Control Scheme, the Government should supervise and monitor the services provided,Control Scheme, the Government should supervise and monitor the services provided,

so as to be accountable to the public.so as to be accountable to the public.so as to be accountable to the public.so as to be accountable to the public.

With regard to the impact on people's livelihood, loopholes of the Profit ControlWith regard to the impact on people's livelihood, loopholes of the Profit ControlWith regard to the impact on people's livelihood, loopholes of the Profit ControlWith regard to the impact on people's livelihood, loopholes of the Profit Control

Scheme made it possible for the CMB to obtain the Government's approval to increaseScheme made it possible for the CMB to obtain the Government's approval to increaseScheme made it possible for the CMB to obtain the Government's approval to increaseScheme made it possible for the CMB to obtain the Government's approval to increase

its fares so long as its net asset value was on the rise.  Standard of services,its fares so long as its net asset value was on the rise.  Standard of services,its fares so long as its net asset value was on the rise.  Standard of services,its fares so long as its net asset value was on the rise.  Standard of services,

profits gained or loss incurred were not factors for consideration.  At a time whenprofits gained or loss incurred were not factors for consideration.  At a time whenprofits gained or loss incurred were not factors for consideration.  At a time whenprofits gained or loss incurred were not factors for consideration.  At a time when

government departments were asked to freeze its fares and charges in the face of agovernment departments were asked to freeze its fares and charges in the face of agovernment departments were asked to freeze its fares and charges in the face of agovernment departments were asked to freeze its fares and charges in the face of a

high inflation rate, the CMB can still increase its fares in accordance with thehigh inflation rate, the CMB can still increase its fares in accordance with thehigh inflation rate, the CMB can still increase its fares in accordance with thehigh inflation rate, the CMB can still increase its fares in accordance with the

provisions of the Profit Control Scheme.  Hence, the increase of fares by publicprovisions of the Profit Control Scheme.  Hence, the increase of fares by publicprovisions of the Profit Control Scheme.  Hence, the increase of fares by publicprovisions of the Profit Control Scheme.  Hence, the increase of fares by public

utility companies further fuels inflation and the public is laden with more pressures.utility companies further fuels inflation and the public is laden with more pressures.utility companies further fuels inflation and the public is laden with more pressures.utility companies further fuels inflation and the public is laden with more pressures.

More to it, the CMB has neglected the service which caters for those people withMore to it, the CMB has neglected the service which caters for those people withMore to it, the CMB has neglected the service which caters for those people withMore to it, the CMB has neglected the service which caters for those people with

special transport needs, for example, the disabled and the elderly.  A while ago thespecial transport needs, for example, the disabled and the elderly.  A while ago thespecial transport needs, for example, the disabled and the elderly.  A while ago thespecial transport needs, for example, the disabled and the elderly.  A while ago the

Honourable Vincent CHENG expressed his views on the transport service for the disabled.Honourable Vincent CHENG expressed his views on the transport service for the disabled.Honourable Vincent CHENG expressed his views on the transport service for the disabled.Honourable Vincent CHENG expressed his views on the transport service for the disabled.

It is regrettable that the CMB still fails to provide half price concessionary fareIt is regrettable that the CMB still fails to provide half price concessionary fareIt is regrettable that the CMB still fails to provide half price concessionary fareIt is regrettable that the CMB still fails to provide half price concessionary fare

services to those over 60 years of age.  I would suggest that the Government should,services to those over 60 years of age.  I would suggest that the Government should,services to those over 60 years of age.  I would suggest that the Government should,services to those over 60 years of age.  I would suggest that the Government should,

as a condition to the renewal of franchise, require CMB to provide concessionary busas a condition to the renewal of franchise, require CMB to provide concessionary busas a condition to the renewal of franchise, require CMB to provide concessionary busas a condition to the renewal of franchise, require CMB to provide concessionary bus



service for the disabled and the elderly.service for the disabled and the elderly.service for the disabled and the elderly.service for the disabled and the elderly.

On the question of public participation,On the question of public participation,On the question of public participation,On the question of public participation, as the CMB still refuses to set up a as the CMB still refuses to set up a as the CMB still refuses to set up a as the CMB still refuses to set up a

passenger liaison group, there is no avenue for the consumers to voice their opinions.passenger liaison group, there is no avenue for the consumers to voice their opinions.passenger liaison group, there is no avenue for the consumers to voice their opinions.passenger liaison group, there is no avenue for the consumers to voice their opinions.

The fact that the CMB also refused to send representatives to attend the public hearingThe fact that the CMB also refused to send representatives to attend the public hearingThe fact that the CMB also refused to send representatives to attend the public hearingThe fact that the CMB also refused to send representatives to attend the public hearing

on bus franchise recently organized by the United Democrats -- which, I think, shouldon bus franchise recently organized by the United Democrats -- which, I think, shouldon bus franchise recently organized by the United Democrats -- which, I think, shouldon bus franchise recently organized by the United Democrats -- which, I think, should

provide a good opportunity for CMB to express its views to the public -- reflectsprovide a good opportunity for CMB to express its views to the public -- reflectsprovide a good opportunity for CMB to express its views to the public -- reflectsprovide a good opportunity for CMB to express its views to the public -- reflects

that the CMB is operating with a very low degree of transparency.  Even smallthat the CMB is operating with a very low degree of transparency.  Even smallthat the CMB is operating with a very low degree of transparency.  Even smallthat the CMB is operating with a very low degree of transparency.  Even small

shareholders of the CMB are unhappy with such an arrangement.shareholders of the CMB are unhappy with such an arrangement.shareholders of the CMB are unhappy with such an arrangement.shareholders of the CMB are unhappy with such an arrangement.

Mr Deputy President, to conclude, I think that the Government must conduct aMr Deputy President, to conclude, I think that the Government must conduct aMr Deputy President, to conclude, I think that the Government must conduct aMr Deputy President, to conclude, I think that the Government must conduct a

comprehensive review on the franchise of the CMB and the Profit Control Scheme.  Withcomprehensive review on the franchise of the CMB and the Profit Control Scheme.  Withcomprehensive review on the franchise of the CMB and the Profit Control Scheme.  Withcomprehensive review on the franchise of the CMB and the Profit Control Scheme.  With

these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.these remarks, I support the Honourable LEE Wing-tat's motion.

MR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, basically, the general publicMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, basically, the general publicMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, basically, the general publicMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, basically, the general public

demands two things in respect of bus services: first, quality service, and second,demands two things in respect of bus services: first, quality service, and second,demands two things in respect of bus services: first, quality service, and second,demands two things in respect of bus services: first, quality service, and second,

reasonable fares.  In order to meet the reasonable demands of the public, we should,reasonable fares.  In order to meet the reasonable demands of the public, we should,reasonable fares.  In order to meet the reasonable demands of the public, we should,reasonable fares.  In order to meet the reasonable demands of the public, we should,

when formulating policies, address a few questions with due care.  These will includewhen formulating policies, address a few questions with due care.  These will includewhen formulating policies, address a few questions with due care.  These will includewhen formulating policies, address a few questions with due care.  These will include

the company's profit, franchise, government supervision and consumers'the company's profit, franchise, government supervision and consumers'the company's profit, franchise, government supervision and consumers'the company's profit, franchise, government supervision and consumers'

participation.participation.participation.participation.

In respect of profit, the profit control scheme of China Motor Bus (CMB) was signedIn respect of profit, the profit control scheme of China Motor Bus (CMB) was signedIn respect of profit, the profit control scheme of China Motor Bus (CMB) was signedIn respect of profit, the profit control scheme of China Motor Bus (CMB) was signed

in the mid-1970s.  The Government permitted CMB's profit at 15% of the net value ofin the mid-1970s.  The Government permitted CMB's profit at 15% of the net value ofin the mid-1970s.  The Government permitted CMB's profit at 15% of the net value ofin the mid-1970s.  The Government permitted CMB's profit at 15% of the net value of

its fixed assets.  In the 1970s, economic growth in real terms was about 9.3%, inits fixed assets.  In the 1970s, economic growth in real terms was about 9.3%, inits fixed assets.  In the 1970s, economic growth in real terms was about 9.3%, inits fixed assets.  In the 1970s, economic growth in real terms was about 9.3%, in

the 1980s, the average growth rate was 7%, and in the 1990s, the estimated growththe 1980s, the average growth rate was 7%, and in the 1990s, the estimated growththe 1980s, the average growth rate was 7%, and in the 1990s, the estimated growththe 1980s, the average growth rate was 7%, and in the 1990s, the estimated growth

rate is about 5%.  Therefore with the slowing down of the economy, it would berate is about 5%.  Therefore with the slowing down of the economy, it would berate is about 5%.  Therefore with the slowing down of the economy, it would berate is about 5%.  Therefore with the slowing down of the economy, it would be

unacceptable that the permitted profit of CMB would still be maintained at a two-digitunacceptable that the permitted profit of CMB would still be maintained at a two-digitunacceptable that the permitted profit of CMB would still be maintained at a two-digitunacceptable that the permitted profit of CMB would still be maintained at a two-digit

percentage upon renewal of the franchise.  Of course taking the net value of the fixedpercentage upon renewal of the franchise.  Of course taking the net value of the fixedpercentage upon renewal of the franchise.  Of course taking the net value of the fixedpercentage upon renewal of the franchise.  Of course taking the net value of the fixed

assets as the basis of calculation also calls for rethinking.assets as the basis of calculation also calls for rethinking.assets as the basis of calculation also calls for rethinking.assets as the basis of calculation also calls for rethinking.

As far as the question of franchise is concerned, there are advantages for busAs far as the question of franchise is concerned, there are advantages for busAs far as the question of franchise is concerned, there are advantages for busAs far as the question of franchise is concerned, there are advantages for bus

services to be operated by franchised companies.  For instance, this would encourageservices to be operated by franchised companies.  For instance, this would encourageservices to be operated by franchised companies.  For instance, this would encourageservices to be operated by franchised companies.  For instance, this would encourage

bus companies to make long-term investments to expand the network of routes, so thatbus companies to make long-term investments to expand the network of routes, so thatbus companies to make long-term investments to expand the network of routes, so thatbus companies to make long-term investments to expand the network of routes, so that

some less used and remote routes could still be maintained.  However, the franchisesome less used and remote routes could still be maintained.  However, the franchisesome less used and remote routes could still be maintained.  However, the franchisesome less used and remote routes could still be maintained.  However, the franchise

system also brings low efficiency and lack of choice for the consumers.  Thereforesystem also brings low efficiency and lack of choice for the consumers.  Thereforesystem also brings low efficiency and lack of choice for the consumers.  Thereforesystem also brings low efficiency and lack of choice for the consumers.  Therefore

to introduce a limited and reasonable measure of competition would strengthen theto introduce a limited and reasonable measure of competition would strengthen theto introduce a limited and reasonable measure of competition would strengthen theto introduce a limited and reasonable measure of competition would strengthen the

quality of service and management efficiency.  Yet total opening of the door toquality of service and management efficiency.  Yet total opening of the door toquality of service and management efficiency.  Yet total opening of the door toquality of service and management efficiency.  Yet total opening of the door to



competition could also lead to neglect of passenger service on less used routes.  Acompetition could also lead to neglect of passenger service on less used routes.  Acompetition could also lead to neglect of passenger service on less used routes.  Acompetition could also lead to neglect of passenger service on less used routes.  A

balance therefore must be struck between franchise and opening of the door tobalance therefore must be struck between franchise and opening of the door tobalance therefore must be struck between franchise and opening of the door tobalance therefore must be struck between franchise and opening of the door to

competition.  This point should be adequately discussed by the general public andcompetition.  This point should be adequately discussed by the general public andcompetition.  This point should be adequately discussed by the general public andcompetition.  This point should be adequately discussed by the general public and

consultation must be conducted, and the choice must be left to the consumers.  Thisconsultation must be conducted, and the choice must be left to the consumers.  Thisconsultation must be conducted, and the choice must be left to the consumers.  Thisconsultation must be conducted, and the choice must be left to the consumers.  This

is the only reasonable way of going about it and not the imposition of a decisionis the only reasonable way of going about it and not the imposition of a decisionis the only reasonable way of going about it and not the imposition of a decisionis the only reasonable way of going about it and not the imposition of a decision

by top officials.by top officials.by top officials.by top officials.

As far as supervision is concerned, the quality of service and managementAs far as supervision is concerned, the quality of service and managementAs far as supervision is concerned, the quality of service and managementAs far as supervision is concerned, the quality of service and management

efficiency of CMB have long been the subjects of public criticism.  The Hong Kongefficiency of CMB have long been the subjects of public criticism.  The Hong Kongefficiency of CMB have long been the subjects of public criticism.  The Hong Kongefficiency of CMB have long been the subjects of public criticism.  The Hong Kong

Government should conduct a thorough review of its supervision not only on CMB, butGovernment should conduct a thorough review of its supervision not only on CMB, butGovernment should conduct a thorough review of its supervision not only on CMB, butGovernment should conduct a thorough review of its supervision not only on CMB, but

also on all other public utilities.  We understand that most public utilities arealso on all other public utilities.  We understand that most public utilities arealso on all other public utilities.  We understand that most public utilities arealso on all other public utilities.  We understand that most public utilities are

run by the private sector, and no excessive interference or restrictions should berun by the private sector, and no excessive interference or restrictions should berun by the private sector, and no excessive interference or restrictions should berun by the private sector, and no excessive interference or restrictions should be

imposed.  However, not to impose excessive restrictions does not mean imposing noimposed.  However, not to impose excessive restrictions does not mean imposing noimposed.  However, not to impose excessive restrictions does not mean imposing noimposed.  However, not to impose excessive restrictions does not mean imposing no

appropriate supervision.  When the Government awards a franchise to a public utility,appropriate supervision.  When the Government awards a franchise to a public utility,appropriate supervision.  When the Government awards a franchise to a public utility,appropriate supervision.  When the Government awards a franchise to a public utility,

the latter has to pay a price, that is, to accept a certain measure of control.the latter has to pay a price, that is, to accept a certain measure of control.the latter has to pay a price, that is, to accept a certain measure of control.the latter has to pay a price, that is, to accept a certain measure of control.

Therefore there is a need for the Government to strengthen the control over CMB andTherefore there is a need for the Government to strengthen the control over CMB andTherefore there is a need for the Government to strengthen the control over CMB andTherefore there is a need for the Government to strengthen the control over CMB and

to help this company to raise its operational efficiency.  Apart from supervisingto help this company to raise its operational efficiency.  Apart from supervisingto help this company to raise its operational efficiency.  Apart from supervisingto help this company to raise its operational efficiency.  Apart from supervising

the quality of service and operational efficiency, the Government has thethe quality of service and operational efficiency, the Government has thethe quality of service and operational efficiency, the Government has thethe quality of service and operational efficiency, the Government has the

responsibility to ensure that a franchised company can provide a full spectrum ofresponsibility to ensure that a franchised company can provide a full spectrum ofresponsibility to ensure that a franchised company can provide a full spectrum ofresponsibility to ensure that a franchised company can provide a full spectrum of

bus services with long-term development potential in order to satisfy the demandsbus services with long-term development potential in order to satisfy the demandsbus services with long-term development potential in order to satisfy the demandsbus services with long-term development potential in order to satisfy the demands

of different people.of different people.of different people.of different people.

In respect of consumer participation, many citizens had given their views toIn respect of consumer participation, many citizens had given their views toIn respect of consumer participation, many citizens had given their views toIn respect of consumer participation, many citizens had given their views to

public utility companies or organizations, particularly when these organizationspublic utility companies or organizations, particularly when these organizationspublic utility companies or organizations, particularly when these organizationspublic utility companies or organizations, particularly when these organizations

applied for price or fare increases.  However, only little information is availableapplied for price or fare increases.  However, only little information is availableapplied for price or fare increases.  However, only little information is availableapplied for price or fare increases.  However, only little information is available

to the public, and there is no sufficient transparency of public utility companiesto the public, and there is no sufficient transparency of public utility companiesto the public, and there is no sufficient transparency of public utility companiesto the public, and there is no sufficient transparency of public utility companies

or organizations.  Therefore the citizens' monitoring function is subject toor organizations.  Therefore the citizens' monitoring function is subject toor organizations.  Therefore the citizens' monitoring function is subject toor organizations.  Therefore the citizens' monitoring function is subject to

limitations.  Yet, as consumers, the members of the public know best what they need,limitations.  Yet, as consumers, the members of the public know best what they need,limitations.  Yet, as consumers, the members of the public know best what they need,limitations.  Yet, as consumers, the members of the public know best what they need,

and are absolutely entitled to safeguard their own interests as consumers.and are absolutely entitled to safeguard their own interests as consumers.and are absolutely entitled to safeguard their own interests as consumers.and are absolutely entitled to safeguard their own interests as consumers.

Regrettably, until now there is no channel for the public to participate in theRegrettably, until now there is no channel for the public to participate in theRegrettably, until now there is no channel for the public to participate in theRegrettably, until now there is no channel for the public to participate in the

operation of public utilities.  We suggest that the Government should establish aoperation of public utilities.  We suggest that the Government should establish aoperation of public utilities.  We suggest that the Government should establish aoperation of public utilities.  We suggest that the Government should establish a

statutory organization to enable consumers using bus services to have substantialstatutory organization to enable consumers using bus services to have substantialstatutory organization to enable consumers using bus services to have substantialstatutory organization to enable consumers using bus services to have substantial

rights of participation and influence over the making of some decisions.rights of participation and influence over the making of some decisions.rights of participation and influence over the making of some decisions.rights of participation and influence over the making of some decisions.

Mr Deputy President, with these words, and on behalf of several MeMr Deputy President, with these words, and on behalf of several MeMr Deputy President, with these words, and on behalf of several MeMr Deputy President, with these words, and on behalf of several Members in thismbers in thismbers in thismbers in this

Council who are from Meeting Point, I support the motion.  Thank you.Council who are from Meeting Point, I support the motion.  Thank you.Council who are from Meeting Point, I support the motion.  Thank you.Council who are from Meeting Point, I support the motion.  Thank you.



SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to all Members whoSECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to all Members whoSECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to all Members whoSECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President, I am most grateful to all Members who

have spoken this afternoon for their constructive views and helpful suggestions onhave spoken this afternoon for their constructive views and helpful suggestions onhave spoken this afternoon for their constructive views and helpful suggestions onhave spoken this afternoon for their constructive views and helpful suggestions on

franchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  We will consider them most carefullyfranchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  We will consider them most carefullyfranchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  We will consider them most carefullyfranchised bus services on Hong Kong Island.  We will consider them most carefully

before reaching any new franchise agreement with any bus operators on the Island.before reaching any new franchise agreement with any bus operators on the Island.before reaching any new franchise agreement with any bus operators on the Island.before reaching any new franchise agreement with any bus operators on the Island.

The two-year franchise extension sought by CMB is now under examination.  TheThe two-year franchise extension sought by CMB is now under examination.  TheThe two-year franchise extension sought by CMB is now under examination.  TheThe two-year franchise extension sought by CMB is now under examination.  The

key factors being considered include:key factors being considered include:key factors being considered include:key factors being considered include:

                (1)(1)(1)(1) CMB's overall performance;CMB's overall performance;CMB's overall performance;CMB's overall performance;

                (2)(2)(2)(2) the public's desire for more efficient and higher quality services;the public's desire for more efficient and higher quality services;the public's desire for more efficient and higher quality services;the public's desire for more efficient and higher quality services;

                (3)(3)(3)(3) CMB's commitment towards further improvement in services;CMB's commitment towards further improvement in services;CMB's commitment towards further improvement in services;CMB's commitment towards further improvement in services;

                (4)(4)(4)(4) future prospects for patronage growth afuture prospects for patronage growth afuture prospects for patronage growth afuture prospects for patronage growth and competition from other modes;nd competition from other modes;nd competition from other modes;nd competition from other modes;

                (5)(5)(5)(5) the benefits that may be derived from more competition; andthe benefits that may be derived from more competition; andthe benefits that may be derived from more competition; andthe benefits that may be derived from more competition; and

                (6)(6)(6)(6) the need to strengthen monitoring including more active publicthe need to strengthen monitoring including more active publicthe need to strengthen monitoring including more active publicthe need to strengthen monitoring including more active public

participation.participation.participation.participation.

As negotiations on franchise renewals or new franchises must neAs negotiations on franchise renewals or new franchises must neAs negotiations on franchise renewals or new franchises must neAs negotiations on franchise renewals or new franchises must necessarily involvecessarily involvecessarily involvecessarily involve

commercially sensitive information, it would not be appropriate or practicable, norcommercially sensitive information, it would not be appropriate or practicable, norcommercially sensitive information, it would not be appropriate or practicable, norcommercially sensitive information, it would not be appropriate or practicable, nor

would it be in the public interest, to consult the public.  However, on the broadwould it be in the public interest, to consult the public.  However, on the broadwould it be in the public interest, to consult the public.  However, on the broadwould it be in the public interest, to consult the public.  However, on the broad

terms and directions of future development of franchised bus services, the Governmentterms and directions of future development of franchised bus services, the Governmentterms and directions of future development of franchised bus services, the Governmentterms and directions of future development of franchised bus services, the Government

welcomes and is alive to public views and suggestions.welcomes and is alive to public views and suggestions.welcomes and is alive to public views and suggestions.welcomes and is alive to public views and suggestions.

We need public advice and comments, for example, on some of the following keyWe need public advice and comments, for example, on some of the following keyWe need public advice and comments, for example, on some of the following keyWe need public advice and comments, for example, on some of the following key

questions.questions.questions.questions.

(1)(1)(1)(1) Should we continue to promote competition between different modes of publicShould we continue to promote competition between different modes of publicShould we continue to promote competition between different modes of publicShould we continue to promote competition between different modes of public

transport, and between different bus operators through the tendering out of selectedtransport, and between different bus operators through the tendering out of selectedtransport, and between different bus operators through the tendering out of selectedtransport, and between different bus operators through the tendering out of selected

routes?routes?routes?routes?

(2)(2)(2)(2) What steps should be taken to make the public transport operators moreWhat steps should be taken to make the public transport operators moreWhat steps should be taken to make the public transport operators moreWhat steps should be taken to make the public transport operators more

responsive to customer needs and the demand for good quality services?responsive to customer needs and the demand for good quality services?responsive to customer needs and the demand for good quality services?responsive to customer needs and the demand for good quality services?

(3)(3)(3)(3) Whether and how the eWhether and how the eWhether and how the eWhether and how the existing monitoring arrangements should be furtherxisting monitoring arrangements should be furtherxisting monitoring arrangements should be furtherxisting monitoring arrangements should be further



strengthened?strengthened?strengthened?strengthened?

(4)(4)(4)(4) Should the profit control scheme be abolished or changed and if so, how?Should the profit control scheme be abolished or changed and if so, how?Should the profit control scheme be abolished or changed and if so, how?Should the profit control scheme be abolished or changed and if so, how?

(5)(5)(5)(5) Should the franchisees be given some assurance on the rate of return, as anShould the franchisees be given some assurance on the rate of return, as anShould the franchisees be given some assurance on the rate of return, as anShould the franchisees be given some assurance on the rate of return, as an

incentive for continued investments commensurate with changing demand?incentive for continued investments commensurate with changing demand?incentive for continued investments commensurate with changing demand?incentive for continued investments commensurate with changing demand?

The debate today provides us with very useful indicators.  We hope to consultThe debate today provides us with very useful indicators.  We hope to consultThe debate today provides us with very useful indicators.  We hope to consultThe debate today provides us with very useful indicators.  We hope to consult

more fully before the main terms are finalized.more fully before the main terms are finalized.more fully before the main terms are finalized.more fully before the main terms are finalized.

De-regulationDe-regulationDe-regulationDe-regulation

It seems to me, Mr Deputy President, that the majority view It seems to me, Mr Deputy President, that the majority view It seems to me, Mr Deputy President, that the majority view It seems to me, Mr Deputy President, that the majority view supports a franchisesupports a franchisesupports a franchisesupports a franchise

system and does not favour radical changes such as de-regulation.  For public bussystem and does not favour radical changes such as de-regulation.  For public bussystem and does not favour radical changes such as de-regulation.  For public bussystem and does not favour radical changes such as de-regulation.  For public bus

services, our present policy is to stay with the franchise system.  The benefitsservices, our present policy is to stay with the franchise system.  The benefitsservices, our present policy is to stay with the franchise system.  The benefitsservices, our present policy is to stay with the franchise system.  The benefits

include economies of scale, effective co-ordination by the Government to ensureinclude economies of scale, effective co-ordination by the Government to ensureinclude economies of scale, effective co-ordination by the Government to ensureinclude economies of scale, effective co-ordination by the Government to ensure

economic use of our transport infrastructure, and a stable environment for operatorseconomic use of our transport infrastructure, and a stable environment for operatorseconomic use of our transport infrastructure, and a stable environment for operatorseconomic use of our transport infrastructure, and a stable environment for operators

to raise capital and to continue with investments necessary for meeting demandsto raise capital and to continue with investments necessary for meeting demandsto raise capital and to continue with investments necessary for meeting demandsto raise capital and to continue with investments necessary for meeting demands

without public subsidy.  These contribute towards the provision of a balanced networkwithout public subsidy.  These contribute towards the provision of a balanced networkwithout public subsidy.  These contribute towards the provision of a balanced networkwithout public subsidy.  These contribute towards the provision of a balanced network

under which more remote areas are also well served by public transport. Without theunder which more remote areas are also well served by public transport. Without theunder which more remote areas are also well served by public transport. Without theunder which more remote areas are also well served by public transport. Without the

cross-subsidization made possible by a franchise system, socially needed butcross-subsidization made possible by a franchise system, socially needed butcross-subsidization made possible by a franchise system, socially needed butcross-subsidization made possible by a franchise system, socially needed but

loss-making services could not be maintained.loss-making services could not be maintained.loss-making services could not be maintained.loss-making services could not be maintained.

Total de-regulation is simply not practicablTotal de-regulation is simply not practicablTotal de-regulation is simply not practicablTotal de-regulation is simply not practicable in Hong Kong.  Given our severee in Hong Kong.  Given our severee in Hong Kong.  Given our severee in Hong Kong.  Given our severe

land constraints and high density of population, we cannot allow large numbers ofland constraints and high density of population, we cannot allow large numbers ofland constraints and high density of population, we cannot allow large numbers ofland constraints and high density of population, we cannot allow large numbers of

double-deck buses to operate on busy streets like red minibuses without causingdouble-deck buses to operate on busy streets like red minibuses without causingdouble-deck buses to operate on busy streets like red minibuses without causingdouble-deck buses to operate on busy streets like red minibuses without causing

traffic chaos.  Furthermore, complete de-regulation would inevitably attract alltraffic chaos.  Furthermore, complete de-regulation would inevitably attract alltraffic chaos.  Furthermore, complete de-regulation would inevitably attract alltraffic chaos.  Furthermore, complete de-regulation would inevitably attract all

operators to the profitable routes in the urban centre, with no services providedoperators to the profitable routes in the urban centre, with no services providedoperators to the profitable routes in the urban centre, with no services providedoperators to the profitable routes in the urban centre, with no services provided

to the loss-making routes in many other areas.to the loss-making routes in many other areas.to the loss-making routes in many other areas.to the loss-making routes in many other areas.

CompetitionCompetitionCompetitionCompetition

In many parts of the territory, the franchised transport companies already haveIn many parts of the territory, the franchised transport companies already haveIn many parts of the territory, the franchised transport companies already haveIn many parts of the territory, the franchised transport companies already have

to compete with other public transport modes including the railways, trams and publicto compete with other public transport modes including the railways, trams and publicto compete with other public transport modes including the railways, trams and publicto compete with other public transport modes including the railways, trams and public

light buses.  Franchised companies now carry only about 37% of the public transportlight buses.  Franchised companies now carry only about 37% of the public transportlight buses.  Franchised companies now carry only about 37% of the public transportlight buses.  Franchised companies now carry only about 37% of the public transport

trips made each day.  CMB's share is only 7.6%.  Their exposure to market forces istrips made each day.  CMB's share is only 7.6%.  Their exposure to market forces istrips made each day.  CMB's share is only 7.6%.  Their exposure to market forces istrips made each day.  CMB's share is only 7.6%.  Their exposure to market forces is

in fact much wider than commonly assumed.in fact much wider than commonly assumed.in fact much wider than commonly assumed.in fact much wider than commonly assumed.



Having said that, we fully recognize the benefits of more healthy competitionHaving said that, we fully recognize the benefits of more healthy competitionHaving said that, we fully recognize the benefits of more healthy competitionHaving said that, we fully recognize the benefits of more healthy competition

between different bus operators.  Many residential coach services were added in thebetween different bus operators.  Many residential coach services were added in thebetween different bus operators.  Many residential coach services were added in thebetween different bus operators.  Many residential coach services were added in the

past few years.  The first franchised bus route awarded through open tender startedpast few years.  The first franchised bus route awarded through open tender startedpast few years.  The first franchised bus route awarded through open tender startedpast few years.  The first franchised bus route awarded through open tender started

operation in September 1991.  We can see signs of CMB responding to the pressure.operation in September 1991.  We can see signs of CMB responding to the pressure.operation in September 1991.  We can see signs of CMB responding to the pressure.operation in September 1991.  We can see signs of CMB responding to the pressure.

It reinforces our belief that wider exposure to market forces would have moreIt reinforces our belief that wider exposure to market forces would have moreIt reinforces our belief that wider exposure to market forces would have moreIt reinforces our belief that wider exposure to market forces would have more

sustained positive effect on bus services than closer and more detailed governmentsustained positive effect on bus services than closer and more detailed governmentsustained positive effect on bus services than closer and more detailed governmentsustained positive effect on bus services than closer and more detailed government

involvement in managing bus operations.  There remains room for further competition.involvement in managing bus operations.  There remains room for further competition.involvement in managing bus operations.  There remains room for further competition.involvement in managing bus operations.  There remains room for further competition.

Opportunities for tendering out more bus routes will be pursued.Opportunities for tendering out more bus routes will be pursued.Opportunities for tendering out more bus routes will be pursued.Opportunities for tendering out more bus routes will be pursued.

Service qualityService qualityService qualityService quality

At present, the service development plans of franchised transport companies arAt present, the service development plans of franchised transport companies arAt present, the service development plans of franchised transport companies arAt present, the service development plans of franchised transport companies areeee

the subject of an annual district board consultation.  Matters of direct concern tothe subject of an annual district board consultation.  Matters of direct concern tothe subject of an annual district board consultation.  Matters of direct concern tothe subject of an annual district board consultation.  Matters of direct concern to

commuters are covered, including the use of more modern and comfortable buses,commuters are covered, including the use of more modern and comfortable buses,commuters are covered, including the use of more modern and comfortable buses,commuters are covered, including the use of more modern and comfortable buses,

improved routeing and service frequency.improved routeing and service frequency.improved routeing and service frequency.improved routeing and service frequency.

We are sensitive to the growing aspirations of ouWe are sensitive to the growing aspirations of ouWe are sensitive to the growing aspirations of ouWe are sensitive to the growing aspirations of our people towards more publicr people towards more publicr people towards more publicr people towards more public

direct participation in shaping the level and quality of services. To meet thesedirect participation in shaping the level and quality of services. To meet thesedirect participation in shaping the level and quality of services. To meet thesedirect participation in shaping the level and quality of services. To meet these

aspirations, the public transport companies have been asked to introduce moreaspirations, the public transport companies have been asked to introduce moreaspirations, the public transport companies have been asked to introduce moreaspirations, the public transport companies have been asked to introduce more

consultative machinery which allow face-to-face and active interaction with theirconsultative machinery which allow face-to-face and active interaction with theirconsultative machinery which allow face-to-face and active interaction with theirconsultative machinery which allow face-to-face and active interaction with their

customers.  Most companies have responded positively but much more can be done tocustomers.  Most companies have responded positively but much more can be done tocustomers.  Most companies have responded positively but much more can be done tocustomers.  Most companies have responded positively but much more can be done to

improve customer relations.improve customer relations.improve customer relations.improve customer relations.

On the development of air-conditioned bus services, about which some Members haveOn the development of air-conditioned bus services, about which some Members haveOn the development of air-conditioned bus services, about which some Members haveOn the development of air-conditioned bus services, about which some Members have

expressed concern, it is, Mr Deputy President, our policy to maintain a reasonableexpressed concern, it is, Mr Deputy President, our policy to maintain a reasonableexpressed concern, it is, Mr Deputy President, our policy to maintain a reasonableexpressed concern, it is, Mr Deputy President, our policy to maintain a reasonable

choice for passengers.  Air-conditioned buses now account for only about 6% of CMB'schoice for passengers.  Air-conditioned buses now account for only about 6% of CMB'schoice for passengers.  Air-conditioned buses now account for only about 6% of CMB'schoice for passengers.  Air-conditioned buses now account for only about 6% of CMB's

fleet.fleet.fleet.fleet.

Monitoring arrangementsMonitoring arrangementsMonitoring arrangementsMonitoring arrangements

An effective monitoring system helps ensure that commuters' interest, in termsAn effective monitoring system helps ensure that commuters' interest, in termsAn effective monitoring system helps ensure that commuters' interest, in termsAn effective monitoring system helps ensure that commuters' interest, in terms

of fares and service quality, will continue to be looked after.of fares and service quality, will continue to be looked after.of fares and service quality, will continue to be looked after.of fares and service quality, will continue to be looked after.

A range of safeguards have been built into the franchising arrangements to protectA range of safeguards have been built into the franchising arrangements to protectA range of safeguards have been built into the franchising arrangements to protectA range of safeguards have been built into the franchising arrangements to protect

the public interest.  These include control of fares by the Governor in Council, closethe public interest.  These include control of fares by the Governor in Council, closethe public interest.  These include control of fares by the Governor in Council, closethe public interest.  These include control of fares by the Governor in Council, close

monitoring of transport services by the Legislative Council and the independentmonitoring of transport services by the Legislative Council and the independentmonitoring of transport services by the Legislative Council and the independentmonitoring of transport services by the Legislative Council and the independent

Transport Advisory Committee, active district board involvement in monitoringTransport Advisory Committee, active district board involvement in monitoringTransport Advisory Committee, active district board involvement in monitoringTransport Advisory Committee, active district board involvement in monitoring

service provision and route development, the submission of five-year plans forservice provision and route development, the submission of five-year plans forservice provision and route development, the submission of five-year plans forservice provision and route development, the submission of five-year plans for

government approval, express legal provisions which require the two governmentgovernment approval, express legal provisions which require the two governmentgovernment approval, express legal provisions which require the two governmentgovernment approval, express legal provisions which require the two government



directors on the boards of bus companies to represent the government interest, anddirectors on the boards of bus companies to represent the government interest, anddirectors on the boards of bus companies to represent the government interest, anddirectors on the boards of bus companies to represent the government interest, and

inspections and random checks by the Transport Department.inspections and random checks by the Transport Department.inspections and random checks by the Transport Department.inspections and random checks by the Transport Department.

To strengthen further the monitoring arrangements, we plan to make moreTo strengthen further the monitoring arrangements, we plan to make moreTo strengthen further the monitoring arrangements, we plan to make moreTo strengthen further the monitoring arrangements, we plan to make more

transparent the way in which the performance of franchised companies is appraised.transparent the way in which the performance of franchised companies is appraised.transparent the way in which the performance of franchised companies is appraised.transparent the way in which the performance of franchised companies is appraised.

Consideration is now being given to releasing, for public information and scrutiny,Consideration is now being given to releasing, for public information and scrutiny,Consideration is now being given to releasing, for public information and scrutiny,Consideration is now being given to releasing, for public information and scrutiny,

the results of our regular appraisals covering service availability, safety, servicethe results of our regular appraisals covering service availability, safety, servicethe results of our regular appraisals covering service availability, safety, servicethe results of our regular appraisals covering service availability, safety, service

development and general management.  Other changes being considered includedevelopment and general management.  Other changes being considered includedevelopment and general management.  Other changes being considered includedevelopment and general management.  Other changes being considered include

legislative changes designed to strengthen the penalty provisons against servicelegislative changes designed to strengthen the penalty provisons against servicelegislative changes designed to strengthen the penalty provisons against servicelegislative changes designed to strengthen the penalty provisons against service

deficiencies.deficiencies.deficiencies.deficiencies.

Profit control schemeProfit control schemeProfit control schemeProfit control scheme

Before any new franchise agreement is entered into with CMB, we will also reviewBefore any new franchise agreement is entered into with CMB, we will also reviewBefore any new franchise agreement is entered into with CMB, we will also reviewBefore any new franchise agreement is entered into with CMB, we will also review

whether the profit control scheme should continue to apply, and if so, in what form.whether the profit control scheme should continue to apply, and if so, in what form.whether the profit control scheme should continue to apply, and if so, in what form.whether the profit control scheme should continue to apply, and if so, in what form.

I welcome Members' useful suggestions on the scheme, either on its modification orI welcome Members' useful suggestions on the scheme, either on its modification orI welcome Members' useful suggestions on the scheme, either on its modification orI welcome Members' useful suggestions on the scheme, either on its modification or

abolition.  We shall pursue these very carefully.  But in the final analysis, we mustabolition.  We shall pursue these very carefully.  But in the final analysis, we mustabolition.  We shall pursue these very carefully.  But in the final analysis, we mustabolition.  We shall pursue these very carefully.  But in the final analysis, we must

bear in mind that the interests of both the travelling public and the investors shouldbear in mind that the interests of both the travelling public and the investors shouldbear in mind that the interests of both the travelling public and the investors shouldbear in mind that the interests of both the travelling public and the investors should

be taken into account.be taken into account.be taken into account.be taken into account.

Concluding remarksConcluding remarksConcluding remarksConcluding remarks

The advice given by Members today has given us very useful indicators for policyThe advice given by Members today has given us very useful indicators for policyThe advice given by Members today has given us very useful indicators for policyThe advice given by Members today has given us very useful indicators for policy

formulation.  On the further development of bus services on Hong Kong Island, membersformulation.  On the further development of bus services on Hong Kong Island, membersformulation.  On the further development of bus services on Hong Kong Island, membersformulation.  On the further development of bus services on Hong Kong Island, members

of the public are welcome to present their opinions to the Government direct or toof the public are welcome to present their opinions to the Government direct or toof the public are welcome to present their opinions to the Government direct or toof the public are welcome to present their opinions to the Government direct or to

the Transport Advisory Committee or express them through the district boards and thethe Transport Advisory Committee or express them through the district boards and thethe Transport Advisory Committee or express them through the district boards and thethe Transport Advisory Committee or express them through the district boards and the

mass media.mass media.mass media.mass media.

It is of course the established policIt is of course the established policIt is of course the established policIt is of course the established policy for the Transport Advisory Committee toy for the Transport Advisory Committee toy for the Transport Advisory Committee toy for the Transport Advisory Committee to

be consulted on all franchises related to public transport. When seeking TAC's advicebe consulted on all franchises related to public transport. When seeking TAC's advicebe consulted on all franchises related to public transport. When seeking TAC's advicebe consulted on all franchises related to public transport. When seeking TAC's advice

on the future of CMB's franchise, we will ensure that the Committee is given the fullon the future of CMB's franchise, we will ensure that the Committee is given the fullon the future of CMB's franchise, we will ensure that the Committee is given the fullon the future of CMB's franchise, we will ensure that the Committee is given the full

range of public views on the subject.  Thank you.range of public views on the subject.  Thank you.range of public views on the subject.  Thank you.range of public views on the subject.  Thank you.

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I shall only make a brief response.MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I shall only make a brief response.MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I shall only make a brief response.MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I shall only make a brief response.

In the debate today, comments by my colleagues on the services of China Motor BusIn the debate today, comments by my colleagues on the services of China Motor BusIn the debate today, comments by my colleagues on the services of China Motor BusIn the debate today, comments by my colleagues on the services of China Motor Bus

(CMB) are of a high degree of unanimity.  I seem to have heard no praise or(CMB) are of a high degree of unanimity.  I seem to have heard no praise or(CMB) are of a high degree of unanimity.  I seem to have heard no praise or(CMB) are of a high degree of unanimity.  I seem to have heard no praise or

commendation, but only criticisms, and strong criticisms into the bargain.  One pointcommendation, but only criticisms, and strong criticisms into the bargain.  One pointcommendation, but only criticisms, and strong criticisms into the bargain.  One pointcommendation, but only criticisms, and strong criticisms into the bargain.  One point



I would like to add is the question of putting the routes to open tender.  AccordingI would like to add is the question of putting the routes to open tender.  AccordingI would like to add is the question of putting the routes to open tender.  AccordingI would like to add is the question of putting the routes to open tender.  According

to the present franchise arrangements, if either side (that is, the Government orto the present franchise arrangements, if either side (that is, the Government orto the present franchise arrangements, if either side (that is, the Government orto the present franchise arrangements, if either side (that is, the Government or

CMB) wants to revise the franchise, an agreement must be reached one year in advance,CMB) wants to revise the franchise, an agreement must be reached one year in advance,CMB) wants to revise the franchise, an agreement must be reached one year in advance,CMB) wants to revise the franchise, an agreement must be reached one year in advance,

that is, before 31 August 1992, which is only seven months away.  Work during thethat is, before 31 August 1992, which is only seven months away.  Work during thethat is, before 31 August 1992, which is only seven months away.  Work during thethat is, before 31 August 1992, which is only seven months away.  Work during the

seven months will be important and fully packed, because the Transport Branch willseven months will be important and fully packed, because the Transport Branch willseven months will be important and fully packed, because the Transport Branch willseven months will be important and fully packed, because the Transport Branch will

not only have to consult different companies or organizations as well as the public,not only have to consult different companies or organizations as well as the public,not only have to consult different companies or organizations as well as the public,not only have to consult different companies or organizations as well as the public,

but will also have to endeavour to reach a new agreement or revise the current termsbut will also have to endeavour to reach a new agreement or revise the current termsbut will also have to endeavour to reach a new agreement or revise the current termsbut will also have to endeavour to reach a new agreement or revise the current terms

of the agreement with CMB so that other companies may proceed to tender for new busof the agreement with CMB so that other companies may proceed to tender for new busof the agreement with CMB so that other companies may proceed to tender for new busof the agreement with CMB so that other companies may proceed to tender for new bus

routes.  To my understanding an investor or operator must be given sufficient timeroutes.  To my understanding an investor or operator must be given sufficient timeroutes.  To my understanding an investor or operator must be given sufficient timeroutes.  To my understanding an investor or operator must be given sufficient time

to arrange for future development of his business.  In other words, if no adequateto arrange for future development of his business.  In other words, if no adequateto arrange for future development of his business.  In other words, if no adequateto arrange for future development of his business.  In other words, if no adequate

time is allowed to some well-managed bus companies to tender for the bus routes nexttime is allowed to some well-managed bus companies to tender for the bus routes nexttime is allowed to some well-managed bus companies to tender for the bus routes nexttime is allowed to some well-managed bus companies to tender for the bus routes next

year (that is, 1993), then there will be only very limited room for competition.year (that is, 1993), then there will be only very limited room for competition.year (that is, 1993), then there will be only very limited room for competition.year (that is, 1993), then there will be only very limited room for competition.

Therefore the Transport Branch will have to consider the submitted views and alsoTherefore the Transport Branch will have to consider the submitted views and alsoTherefore the Transport Branch will have to consider the submitted views and alsoTherefore the Transport Branch will have to consider the submitted views and also

to conduct all the work within a very tight timetable.  If we cannot arrive at ato conduct all the work within a very tight timetable.  If we cannot arrive at ato conduct all the work within a very tight timetable.  If we cannot arrive at ato conduct all the work within a very tight timetable.  If we cannot arrive at a

decision as to the various arrangements for 1993 until the summer holidays of thisdecision as to the various arrangements for 1993 until the summer holidays of thisdecision as to the various arrangements for 1993 until the summer holidays of thisdecision as to the various arrangements for 1993 until the summer holidays of this

year, then it would probably lead to the situation where not too many companies wouldyear, then it would probably lead to the situation where not too many companies wouldyear, then it would probably lead to the situation where not too many companies wouldyear, then it would probably lead to the situation where not too many companies would

think they have sufficient time to arrange for tendering for bus services under thethink they have sufficient time to arrange for tendering for bus services under thethink they have sufficient time to arrange for tendering for bus services under thethink they have sufficient time to arrange for tendering for bus services under the

new franchise agreement.new franchise agreement.new franchise agreement.new franchise agreement.

As regards management reform and supervision which have been mentioned duringAs regards management reform and supervision which have been mentioned duringAs regards management reform and supervision which have been mentioned duringAs regards management reform and supervision which have been mentioned during

the debate, many colleagues have given their views.  However, the suggestion thatthe debate, many colleagues have given their views.  However, the suggestion thatthe debate, many colleagues have given their views.  However, the suggestion thatthe debate, many colleagues have given their views.  However, the suggestion that

the Government is to continuously input resources to supervise a public utility whichthe Government is to continuously input resources to supervise a public utility whichthe Government is to continuously input resources to supervise a public utility whichthe Government is to continuously input resources to supervise a public utility which

is basically privately run is, to my way of thinking, something which must be carefullyis basically privately run is, to my way of thinking, something which must be carefullyis basically privately run is, to my way of thinking, something which must be carefullyis basically privately run is, to my way of thinking, something which must be carefully

considered.  This is because if there is sufficient competition in a market, theconsidered.  This is because if there is sufficient competition in a market, theconsidered.  This is because if there is sufficient competition in a market, theconsidered.  This is because if there is sufficient competition in a market, the

competition by itself is already an external force which would ensure that the companycompetition by itself is already an external force which would ensure that the companycompetition by itself is already an external force which would ensure that the companycompetition by itself is already an external force which would ensure that the company

concerned would not go against the will and expectation of the consumers.  Comparedconcerned would not go against the will and expectation of the consumers.  Comparedconcerned would not go against the will and expectation of the consumers.  Comparedconcerned would not go against the will and expectation of the consumers.  Compared

with appointing more officials to the Board of Directors by the Government, this modewith appointing more officials to the Board of Directors by the Government, this modewith appointing more officials to the Board of Directors by the Government, this modewith appointing more officials to the Board of Directors by the Government, this mode

of supervision would be more effective; even more effective than opening more channelsof supervision would be more effective; even more effective than opening more channelsof supervision would be more effective; even more effective than opening more channelsof supervision would be more effective; even more effective than opening more channels

to collect views.  Only with vigorous competition introduced and the ultimate powerto collect views.  Only with vigorous competition introduced and the ultimate powerto collect views.  Only with vigorous competition introduced and the ultimate powerto collect views.  Only with vigorous competition introduced and the ultimate power

to terminate the franchise of some badly operated companies in place will the bestto terminate the franchise of some badly operated companies in place will the bestto terminate the franchise of some badly operated companies in place will the bestto terminate the franchise of some badly operated companies in place will the best

method of supervision be ensured and excess expenditure on the supervision saved.method of supervision be ensured and excess expenditure on the supervision saved.method of supervision be ensured and excess expenditure on the supervision saved.method of supervision be ensured and excess expenditure on the supervision saved.

I hope the TranI hope the TranI hope the TranI hope the Transport Branch will listen to the various opinions raised today.sport Branch will listen to the various opinions raised today.sport Branch will listen to the various opinions raised today.sport Branch will listen to the various opinions raised today.

I am sure Mrs Miriam LAU, as the convener of two traffic panels, will continue toI am sure Mrs Miriam LAU, as the convener of two traffic panels, will continue toI am sure Mrs Miriam LAU, as the convener of two traffic panels, will continue toI am sure Mrs Miriam LAU, as the convener of two traffic panels, will continue to

follow up on this matter with colleagues, and I shall also be happy to continue tofollow up on this matter with colleagues, and I shall also be happy to continue tofollow up on this matter with colleagues, and I shall also be happy to continue tofollow up on this matter with colleagues, and I shall also be happy to continue to

provide my own views.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.provide my own views.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.provide my own views.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.provide my own views.  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.



Adjournment and next sittingAdjournment and next sittingAdjournment and next sittingAdjournment and next sitting

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council until

2.30 pm on Wednesday 29 January.2.30 pm on Wednesday 29 January.2.30 pm on Wednesday 29 January.2.30 pm on Wednesday 29 January.

Adjourned accordingly at half past Eight o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at half past Eight o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at half past Eight o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at half past Eight o'clock.

Note:Note:Note:Note: The short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with theThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with theThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with theThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard, with the

exception of the Pensions (Special Provisions) (Hospital Authority) Bill, have beenexception of the Pensions (Special Provisions) (Hospital Authority) Bill, have beenexception of the Pensions (Special Provisions) (Hospital Authority) Bill, have beenexception of the Pensions (Special Provisions) (Hospital Authority) Bill, have been

translated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havetranslated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havetranslated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havetranslated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not have

authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.


