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Approved Estimates of Income and ExpenditureApproved Estimates of Income and ExpenditureApproved Estimates of Income and ExpenditureApproved Estimates of Income and Expenditure

for thefor thefor thefor the Financial Year ending 31 March 1993 Financial Year ending 31 March 1993 Financial Year ending 31 March 1993 Financial Year ending 31 March 1993

Green PaperGreen PaperGreen PaperGreen Paper

Green Paper by the Working Party on Rehabilitation Policies and Services on EqualGreen Paper by the Working Party on Rehabilitation Policies and Services on EqualGreen Paper by the Working Party on Rehabilitation Policies and Services on EqualGreen Paper by the Working Party on Rehabilitation Policies and Services on Equal

Opportunities and Full Participation : A Better Tomorrow for All   March 1992Opportunities and Full Participation : A Better Tomorrow for All   March 1992Opportunities and Full Participation : A Better Tomorrow for All   March 1992Opportunities and Full Participation : A Better Tomorrow for All   March 1992

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous

White Paper on the Annual Report on Hong Kong 1991 to ParliamentWhite Paper on the Annual Report on Hong Kong 1991 to ParliamentWhite Paper on the Annual Report on Hong Kong 1991 to ParliamentWhite Paper on the Annual Report on Hong Kong 1991 to Parliament

Addresses by MembersAddresses by MembersAddresses by MembersAddresses by Members

Hong Kong Polytechnic Annual Report 1990-1991 with Balance Sheet at 30 June 1991 andHong Kong Polytechnic Annual Report 1990-1991 with Balance Sheet at 30 June 1991 andHong Kong Polytechnic Annual Report 1990-1991 with Balance Sheet at 30 June 1991 andHong Kong Polytechnic Annual Report 1990-1991 with Balance Sheet at 30 June 1991 and



Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended on that dateIncome and Expenditure Account for the year ended on that dateIncome and Expenditure Account for the year ended on that dateIncome and Expenditure Account for the year ended on that date

MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President and colleagues of the Legislative Council,MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President and colleagues of the Legislative Council,MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President and colleagues of the Legislative Council,MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President and colleagues of the Legislative Council,

as Chairman of the Hong Kong Polytechnic Council, it is both my honour and pleasureas Chairman of the Hong Kong Polytechnic Council, it is both my honour and pleasureas Chairman of the Hong Kong Polytechnic Council, it is both my honour and pleasureas Chairman of the Hong Kong Polytechnic Council, it is both my honour and pleasure

formally to present to you the 19th Annual Report of the Hong Kong Polytechnic,formally to present to you the 19th Annual Report of the Hong Kong Polytechnic,formally to present to you the 19th Annual Report of the Hong Kong Polytechnic,formally to present to you the 19th Annual Report of the Hong Kong Polytechnic,

covering the period 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991.covering the period 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991.covering the period 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991.covering the period 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991.

TheTheTheThe year under review has seen a change in top management, with the retirement year under review has seen a change in top management, with the retirement year under review has seen a change in top management, with the retirement year under review has seen a change in top management, with the retirement

of Professor John CLARK, who served as Director from early 1985 to November 1990,of Professor John CLARK, who served as Director from early 1985 to November 1990,of Professor John CLARK, who served as Director from early 1985 to November 1990,of Professor John CLARK, who served as Director from early 1985 to November 1990,

and the assumption of duty by a former colleague of this Council, Professor POONand the assumption of duty by a former colleague of this Council, Professor POONand the assumption of duty by a former colleague of this Council, Professor POONand the assumption of duty by a former colleague of this Council, Professor POON

Chung-kwong, as Director from January of 1991.  On behalf of the Polytechnic Council,Chung-kwong, as Director from January of 1991.  On behalf of the Polytechnic Council,Chung-kwong, as Director from January of 1991.  On behalf of the Polytechnic Council,Chung-kwong, as Director from January of 1991.  On behalf of the Polytechnic Council,

I am pleased to report that under Professor POON's leadership, and with the continuedI am pleased to report that under Professor POON's leadership, and with the continuedI am pleased to report that under Professor POON's leadership, and with the continuedI am pleased to report that under Professor POON's leadership, and with the continued

support of the Government, industry and the community, the Polytechnic has been ablesupport of the Government, industry and the community, the Polytechnic has been ablesupport of the Government, industry and the community, the Polytechnic has been ablesupport of the Government, industry and the community, the Polytechnic has been able

to strive ahead with vigour during the past year in meeting the challenges, in waysto strive ahead with vigour during the past year in meeting the challenges, in waysto strive ahead with vigour during the past year in meeting the challenges, in waysto strive ahead with vigour during the past year in meeting the challenges, in ways

that are totally consistent with its overall mission of training the much neededthat are totally consistent with its overall mission of training the much neededthat are totally consistent with its overall mission of training the much neededthat are totally consistent with its overall mission of training the much needed

professional manpower for the Hong Kong community.professional manpower for the Hong Kong community.professional manpower for the Hong Kong community.professional manpower for the Hong Kong community.

The year 1990-91 has again been a year of progress andThe year 1990-91 has again been a year of progress andThe year 1990-91 has again been a year of progress andThe year 1990-91 has again been a year of progress and achievement across a wide achievement across a wide achievement across a wide achievement across a wide

front, including developments in academic programmes, growth in the extent of appliedfront, including developments in academic programmes, growth in the extent of appliedfront, including developments in academic programmes, growth in the extent of appliedfront, including developments in academic programmes, growth in the extent of applied

research, a build-up of provision in continuing education, and the furtherresearch, a build-up of provision in continuing education, and the furtherresearch, a build-up of provision in continuing education, and the furtherresearch, a build-up of provision in continuing education, and the further

development of specialist centres, emphasizing at the same time the polytechnic'sdevelopment of specialist centres, emphasizing at the same time the polytechnic'sdevelopment of specialist centres, emphasizing at the same time the polytechnic'sdevelopment of specialist centres, emphasizing at the same time the polytechnic's

long-standing philosophy of partnership with industry and commerce.long-standing philosophy of partnership with industry and commerce.long-standing philosophy of partnership with industry and commerce.long-standing philosophy of partnership with industry and commerce.

In this brief address, however, I can do no more than highlight some of the moreIn this brief address, however, I can do no more than highlight some of the moreIn this brief address, however, I can do no more than highlight some of the moreIn this brief address, however, I can do no more than highlight some of the more

major events and developments during the year.  For a more comprehensive overview,major events and developments during the year.  For a more comprehensive overview,major events and developments during the year.  For a more comprehensive overview,major events and developments during the year.  For a more comprehensive overview,

I invite Members of this Council to study the published annual report.I invite Members of this Council to study the published annual report.I invite Members of this Council to study the published annual report.I invite Members of this Council to study the published annual report.

Today, the Hong Kong Polytechnic is the largest tertiary institution in Hong Kong,Today, the Hong Kong Polytechnic is the largest tertiary institution in Hong Kong,Today, the Hong Kong Polytechnic is the largest tertiary institution in Hong Kong,Today, the Hong Kong Polytechnic is the largest tertiary institution in Hong Kong,

with more than 26 000 full-time and part-time students attending a wide range ofwith more than 26 000 full-time and part-time students attending a wide range ofwith more than 26 000 full-time and part-time students attending a wide range ofwith more than 26 000 full-time and part-time students attending a wide range of

courses at various levels, from certificates to higher degrees. The success of thiscourses at various levels, from certificates to higher degrees. The success of thiscourses at various levels, from certificates to higher degrees. The success of thiscourses at various levels, from certificates to higher degrees. The success of this

institution is no doubt a source of pride to us all. It is important, however, toinstitution is no doubt a source of pride to us all. It is important, however, toinstitution is no doubt a source of pride to us all. It is important, however, toinstitution is no doubt a source of pride to us all. It is important, however, to

realize that the polytechnic cannot continue to develop to meet the changing needsrealize that the polytechnic cannot continue to develop to meet the changing needsrealize that the polytechnic cannot continue to develop to meet the changing needsrealize that the polytechnic cannot continue to develop to meet the changing needs

of Hong Kong and in particular, cannot successfully fulfil its current four-yearof Hong Kong and in particular, cannot successfully fulfil its current four-yearof Hong Kong and in particular, cannot successfully fulfil its current four-yearof Hong Kong and in particular, cannot successfully fulfil its current four-year

academic development plan which, I may add, is an integral part of the Government'sacademic development plan which, I may add, is an integral part of the Government'sacademic development plan which, I may add, is an integral part of the Government'sacademic development plan which, I may add, is an integral part of the Government's

overall plans for the expansion of degree level education. We cannot do that withoutoverall plans for the expansion of degree level education. We cannot do that withoutoverall plans for the expansion of degree level education. We cannot do that withoutoverall plans for the expansion of degree level education. We cannot do that without

the full support of the Government and the community.  In this connection, I wishthe full support of the Government and the community.  In this connection, I wishthe full support of the Government and the community.  In this connection, I wishthe full support of the Government and the community.  In this connection, I wish

to draw this Council's attention to the fact that the level of recurrent grant madeto draw this Council's attention to the fact that the level of recurrent grant madeto draw this Council's attention to the fact that the level of recurrent grant madeto draw this Council's attention to the fact that the level of recurrent grant made

available to the Polytechnic for the single interim year 1991-92 has been cutavailable to the Polytechnic for the single interim year 1991-92 has been cutavailable to the Polytechnic for the single interim year 1991-92 has been cutavailable to the Polytechnic for the single interim year 1991-92 has been cut



significantly. Nevertheless, the Polytechnic Council directed the management to drawsignificantly. Nevertheless, the Polytechnic Council directed the management to drawsignificantly. Nevertheless, the Polytechnic Council directed the management to drawsignificantly. Nevertheless, the Polytechnic Council directed the management to draw

up and implement a set of wide ranging contingency measures, and I should like toup and implement a set of wide ranging contingency measures, and I should like toup and implement a set of wide ranging contingency measures, and I should like toup and implement a set of wide ranging contingency measures, and I should like to

take this opportunity to commend the Directorate and all members of the academic andtake this opportunity to commend the Directorate and all members of the academic andtake this opportunity to commend the Directorate and all members of the academic andtake this opportunity to commend the Directorate and all members of the academic and

administrative staff for co-operating fully in this respect and for maintaining aadministrative staff for co-operating fully in this respect and for maintaining aadministrative staff for co-operating fully in this respect and for maintaining aadministrative staff for co-operating fully in this respect and for maintaining a

reasonable level of morale throughout this difficult period.reasonable level of morale throughout this difficult period.reasonable level of morale throughout this difficult period.reasonable level of morale throughout this difficult period.

Now that the recurrent grant allocation for the triennium 1992-95 is known, INow that the recurrent grant allocation for the triennium 1992-95 is known, INow that the recurrent grant allocation for the triennium 1992-95 is known, INow that the recurrent grant allocation for the triennium 1992-95 is known, I

would like to take this opportunity to assure my fellow Members of this Council thatwould like to take this opportunity to assure my fellow Members of this Council thatwould like to take this opportunity to assure my fellow Members of this Council thatwould like to take this opportunity to assure my fellow Members of this Council that

the Polytechnic Council, and the management, will as usual do all that we can to ensurethe Polytechnic Council, and the management, will as usual do all that we can to ensurethe Polytechnic Council, and the management, will as usual do all that we can to ensurethe Polytechnic Council, and the management, will as usual do all that we can to ensure

that every dollar is spent wisely and effectively in delivering the Polytechnic'sthat every dollar is spent wisely and effectively in delivering the Polytechnic'sthat every dollar is spent wisely and effectively in delivering the Polytechnic'sthat every dollar is spent wisely and effectively in delivering the Polytechnic's

triennial development plans.triennial development plans.triennial development plans.triennial development plans.

I have made reference in previous annual reports to the preI have made reference in previous annual reports to the preI have made reference in previous annual reports to the preI have made reference in previous annual reports to the pressure on thessure on thessure on thessure on the

Polytechnic's Hung Hom campus, and the need for the Polytechnic to have more spacePolytechnic's Hung Hom campus, and the need for the Polytechnic to have more spacePolytechnic's Hung Hom campus, and the need for the Polytechnic to have more spacePolytechnic's Hung Hom campus, and the need for the Polytechnic to have more space

and accommodation.  These pressures have again been manifest during the year underand accommodation.  These pressures have again been manifest during the year underand accommodation.  These pressures have again been manifest during the year underand accommodation.  These pressures have again been manifest during the year under

review and the Polytechnic has now made a formal proposal to the Government forreview and the Polytechnic has now made a formal proposal to the Government forreview and the Polytechnic has now made a formal proposal to the Government forreview and the Polytechnic has now made a formal proposal to the Government for

consideration for a secondary campus, preferably located near the present campus.consideration for a secondary campus, preferably located near the present campus.consideration for a secondary campus, preferably located near the present campus.consideration for a secondary campus, preferably located near the present campus.

It is an important and pressing matter which requires urgent attention.  I thereforeIt is an important and pressing matter which requires urgent attention.  I thereforeIt is an important and pressing matter which requires urgent attention.  I thereforeIt is an important and pressing matter which requires urgent attention.  I therefore

look forward to support from our friends in the University and Polytechnic Grantslook forward to support from our friends in the University and Polytechnic Grantslook forward to support from our friends in the University and Polytechnic Grantslook forward to support from our friends in the University and Polytechnic Grants

Committee, the Government, as well as the community at large.Committee, the Government, as well as the community at large.Committee, the Government, as well as the community at large.Committee, the Government, as well as the community at large.

Mr Deputy President, I would like to highlight: Sir Gordon MacWHINNIE, one ofMr Deputy President, I would like to highlight: Sir Gordon MacWHINNIE, one ofMr Deputy President, I would like to highlight: Sir Gordon MacWHINNIE, one ofMr Deputy President, I would like to highlight: Sir Gordon MacWHINNIE, one of

the longest serving members of the Polytechnic Council and, currently its Deputythe longest serving members of the Polytechnic Council and, currently its Deputythe longest serving members of the Polytechnic Council and, currently its Deputythe longest serving members of the Polytechnic Council and, currently its Deputy

Chairman, joined the list of the Polytechnic's honourary graduates when the DegreeChairman, joined the list of the Polytechnic's honourary graduates when the DegreeChairman, joined the list of the Polytechnic's honourary graduates when the DegreeChairman, joined the list of the Polytechnic's honourary graduates when the Degree

of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa, was conferred on him at the 18th graduationof Doctor of Letters, honoris causa, was conferred on him at the 18th graduationof Doctor of Letters, honoris causa, was conferred on him at the 18th graduationof Doctor of Letters, honoris causa, was conferred on him at the 18th graduation

ceremony. This is most certainly a well-deserved honour, in view of the greatceremony. This is most certainly a well-deserved honour, in view of the greatceremony. This is most certainly a well-deserved honour, in view of the greatceremony. This is most certainly a well-deserved honour, in view of the great

contribution which he has made, and continues to make, to the well-being of thecontribution which he has made, and continues to make, to the well-being of thecontribution which he has made, and continues to make, to the well-being of thecontribution which he has made, and continues to make, to the well-being of the

Polytechnic, and the Hong Kong community in general.Polytechnic, and the Hong Kong community in general.Polytechnic, and the Hong Kong community in general.Polytechnic, and the Hong Kong community in general.

Also at the same ceremony, academic awards were conferred on 8 100 full-time andAlso at the same ceremony, academic awards were conferred on 8 100 full-time andAlso at the same ceremony, academic awards were conferred on 8 100 full-time andAlso at the same ceremony, academic awards were conferred on 8 100 full-time and

part-time graduates, bringing the total number of award recipients since itspart-time graduates, bringing the total number of award recipients since itspart-time graduates, bringing the total number of award recipients since itspart-time graduates, bringing the total number of award recipients since its

inception in 1972 to more than 100 000.  This is truly a remarkable achievement.inception in 1972 to more than 100 000.  This is truly a remarkable achievement.inception in 1972 to more than 100 000.  This is truly a remarkable achievement.inception in 1972 to more than 100 000.  This is truly a remarkable achievement.

Fellow Members of this Council may be aware that the Polytechnic will be enteringFellow Members of this Council may be aware that the Polytechnic will be enteringFellow Members of this Council may be aware that the Polytechnic will be enteringFellow Members of this Council may be aware that the Polytechnic will be entering

its 20th year of operation.  A full range of activities is now being planned to markits 20th year of operation.  A full range of activities is now being planned to markits 20th year of operation.  A full range of activities is now being planned to markits 20th year of operation.  A full range of activities is now being planned to mark

this important milestone in the development of the institution.  I therefore believethis important milestone in the development of the institution.  I therefore believethis important milestone in the development of the institution.  I therefore believethis important milestone in the development of the institution.  I therefore believe

that it is most fitting for me to make use of this opportunity to reiterate that we,that it is most fitting for me to make use of this opportunity to reiterate that we,that it is most fitting for me to make use of this opportunity to reiterate that we,that it is most fitting for me to make use of this opportunity to reiterate that we,

at the Polytechnic, will continue to regard it as a major priority to strengthen andat the Polytechnic, will continue to regard it as a major priority to strengthen andat the Polytechnic, will continue to regard it as a major priority to strengthen andat the Polytechnic, will continue to regard it as a major priority to strengthen and



reinforce the Polytechnic as a major degree-awarding institution in Hong Kong,reinforce the Polytechnic as a major degree-awarding institution in Hong Kong,reinforce the Polytechnic as a major degree-awarding institution in Hong Kong,reinforce the Polytechnic as a major degree-awarding institution in Hong Kong,

developing it as a centre of excellence in teaching, research, and serving the needsdeveloping it as a centre of excellence in teaching, research, and serving the needsdeveloping it as a centre of excellence in teaching, research, and serving the needsdeveloping it as a centre of excellence in teaching, research, and serving the needs

of the community of Hong Kong in the years to come.of the community of Hong Kong in the years to come.of the community of Hong Kong in the years to come.of the community of Hong Kong in the years to come.

Green Paper on Rehabilitation "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A BetterGreen Paper on Rehabilitation "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A BetterGreen Paper on Rehabilitation "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A BetterGreen Paper on Rehabilitation "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A Better

Tomorrow for All"Tomorrow for All"Tomorrow for All"Tomorrow for All"

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, tabled today is a Green PaperSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, tabled today is a Green PaperSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, tabled today is a Green PaperSECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, tabled today is a Green Paper

on Rehabilitation entitled "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A Betteron Rehabilitation entitled "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A Betteron Rehabilitation entitled "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A Betteron Rehabilitation entitled "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation: A Better

Tomorrow for All".  The Green Paper is a summary of findings and recommendations ofTomorrow for All".  The Green Paper is a summary of findings and recommendations ofTomorrow for All".  The Green Paper is a summary of findings and recommendations ofTomorrow for All".  The Green Paper is a summary of findings and recommendations of

a working party appointed by the Governor, comprising mainly non-officials drawn froma working party appointed by the Governor, comprising mainly non-officials drawn froma working party appointed by the Governor, comprising mainly non-officials drawn froma working party appointed by the Governor, comprising mainly non-officials drawn from

a cross section of the community.  It was tasked to consider how rehabilitationa cross section of the community.  It was tasked to consider how rehabilitationa cross section of the community.  It was tasked to consider how rehabilitationa cross section of the community.  It was tasked to consider how rehabilitation

services should be further developed.  Here I record my thanks for their time andservices should be further developed.  Here I record my thanks for their time andservices should be further developed.  Here I record my thanks for their time andservices should be further developed.  Here I record my thanks for their time and

participation.participation.participation.participation.

The Green Paper has been the result of a true coalition of thoughts, of vision,The Green Paper has been the result of a true coalition of thoughts, of vision,The Green Paper has been the result of a true coalition of thoughts, of vision,The Green Paper has been the result of a true coalition of thoughts, of vision,

and of a shared conviction.and of a shared conviction.and of a shared conviction.and of a shared conviction.

The Green Paper Working Party has reviewed the basic principles and objectivesThe Green Paper Working Party has reviewed the basic principles and objectivesThe Green Paper Working Party has reviewed the basic principles and objectivesThe Green Paper Working Party has reviewed the basic principles and objectives

of current rehabilitation policies and services.  It has addressed the questions ofof current rehabilitation policies and services.  It has addressed the questions ofof current rehabilitation policies and services.  It has addressed the questions ofof current rehabilitation policies and services.  It has addressed the questions of

medical and social rehabilitation and special education.  It has examined importantmedical and social rehabilitation and special education.  It has examined importantmedical and social rehabilitation and special education.  It has examined importantmedical and social rehabilitation and special education.  It has examined important

issues such as access, transport, manpower planning, training, employment,issues such as access, transport, manpower planning, training, employment,issues such as access, transport, manpower planning, training, employment,issues such as access, transport, manpower planning, training, employment,

legislation and representation, community and parental participation, publiclegislation and representation, community and parental participation, publiclegislation and representation, community and parental participation, publiclegislation and representation, community and parental participation, public

education and the need to break down barriers.  It promotes the twin goals of equaleducation and the need to break down barriers.  It promotes the twin goals of equaleducation and the need to break down barriers.  It promotes the twin goals of equaleducation and the need to break down barriers.  It promotes the twin goals of equal

opportunities and full participation.opportunities and full participation.opportunities and full participation.opportunities and full participation.

Having regard to these goals, the Green Paper maps out strategies for the future.Having regard to these goals, the Green Paper maps out strategies for the future.Having regard to these goals, the Green Paper maps out strategies for the future.Having regard to these goals, the Green Paper maps out strategies for the future.

It outlines ambitious initiatives for the way forward.  It advocates the need toIt outlines ambitious initiatives for the way forward.  It advocates the need toIt outlines ambitious initiatives for the way forward.  It advocates the need toIt outlines ambitious initiatives for the way forward.  It advocates the need to

influence the broad environment.  It reaffirms the need to promote communityinfluence the broad environment.  It reaffirms the need to promote communityinfluence the broad environment.  It reaffirms the need to promote communityinfluence the broad environment.  It reaffirms the need to promote community

participation.  It reinforces the importance of positive attitudes.participation.  It reinforces the importance of positive attitudes.participation.  It reinforces the importance of positive attitudes.participation.  It reinforces the importance of positive attitudes.

Over 80 major recommendations aOver 80 major recommendations aOver 80 major recommendations aOver 80 major recommendations are contained in this Green Paper. The annuallyre contained in this Green Paper. The annuallyre contained in this Green Paper. The annuallyre contained in this Green Paper. The annually

recurrent cost of the more concrete and quantifiable ones is estimated to be $600recurrent cost of the more concrete and quantifiable ones is estimated to be $600recurrent cost of the more concrete and quantifiable ones is estimated to be $600recurrent cost of the more concrete and quantifiable ones is estimated to be $600

million at current prices.million at current prices.million at current prices.million at current prices.

I think the real triumph of any Green Paper lies not only in what is written,I think the real triumph of any Green Paper lies not only in what is written,I think the real triumph of any Green Paper lies not only in what is written,I think the real triumph of any Green Paper lies not only in what is written,

but in realizing realistically what is written.  We need to make things happen, withbut in realizing realistically what is written.  We need to make things happen, withbut in realizing realistically what is written.  We need to make things happen, withbut in realizing realistically what is written.  We need to make things happen, with



the guidance and the support of the community; only then can we, I think, celebratethe guidance and the support of the community; only then can we, I think, celebratethe guidance and the support of the community; only then can we, I think, celebratethe guidance and the support of the community; only then can we, I think, celebrate

our achievement.our achievement.our achievement.our achievement.

In the light of competing claims for limited resources, there is always a needIn the light of competing claims for limited resources, there is always a needIn the light of competing claims for limited resources, there is always a needIn the light of competing claims for limited resources, there is always a need

for prioritization, that which we consider to be the most important is given resourcesfor prioritization, that which we consider to be the most important is given resourcesfor prioritization, that which we consider to be the most important is given resourcesfor prioritization, that which we consider to be the most important is given resources

first.  Prioritization will help us to focus, particularly in the face of perhapsfirst.  Prioritization will help us to focus, particularly in the face of perhapsfirst.  Prioritization will help us to focus, particularly in the face of perhapsfirst.  Prioritization will help us to focus, particularly in the face of perhaps

a dilemma of choices.a dilemma of choices.a dilemma of choices.a dilemma of choices.

The Green Paper is now published for public consultation and comments. TThe Green Paper is now published for public consultation and comments. TThe Green Paper is now published for public consultation and comments. TThe Green Paper is now published for public consultation and comments. Thehehehe

consultation period is three months.  Here I urge the public to send in their views.consultation period is three months.  Here I urge the public to send in their views.consultation period is three months.  Here I urge the public to send in their views.consultation period is three months.  Here I urge the public to send in their views.

I specifically welcome advice on which areas covered in the Green Paper should beI specifically welcome advice on which areas covered in the Green Paper should beI specifically welcome advice on which areas covered in the Green Paper should beI specifically welcome advice on which areas covered in the Green Paper should be

accorded early priority.  Together we will set the scene for tomorrow, a betteraccorded early priority.  Together we will set the scene for tomorrow, a betteraccorded early priority.  Together we will set the scene for tomorrow, a betteraccorded early priority.  Together we will set the scene for tomorrow, a better

tomorrow for all.tomorrow for all.tomorrow for all.tomorrow for all.

MRS ELSIE TU:  Mr Deputy President, may I have your consent to move that StandingMRS ELSIE TU:  Mr Deputy President, may I have your consent to move that StandingMRS ELSIE TU:  Mr Deputy President, may I have your consent to move that StandingMRS ELSIE TU:  Mr Deputy President, may I have your consent to move that Standing

Order 16(3) be suspended?Order 16(3) be suspended?Order 16(3) be suspended?Order 16(3) be suspended?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  You have my consent.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  You have my consent.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  You have my consent.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  You have my consent.

MRS ELSIE TU: I am grateful for your consent for me to move this motion.  The purposeMRS ELSIE TU: I am grateful for your consent for me to move this motion.  The purposeMRS ELSIE TU: I am grateful for your consent for me to move this motion.  The purposeMRS ELSIE TU: I am grateful for your consent for me to move this motion.  The purpose

of the motion is to remove the restriction on the number of questions for which anof the motion is to remove the restriction on the number of questions for which anof the motion is to remove the restriction on the number of questions for which anof the motion is to remove the restriction on the number of questions for which an

oral reply may be required so that six questions on the Order Paper may receive anoral reply may be required so that six questions on the Order Paper may receive anoral reply may be required so that six questions on the Order Paper may receive anoral reply may be required so that six questions on the Order Paper may receive an

oral reply whilst limiting Question Time to approximately one hour, at youroral reply whilst limiting Question Time to approximately one hour, at youroral reply whilst limiting Question Time to approximately one hour, at youroral reply whilst limiting Question Time to approximately one hour, at your

discretion.discretion.discretion.discretion.

UndUndUndUnder Standing Order 16(3) where, in the opinion of the President, there willer Standing Order 16(3) where, in the opinion of the President, there willer Standing Order 16(3) where, in the opinion of the President, there willer Standing Order 16(3) where, in the opinion of the President, there will

be a debate on a substantive motion, no more than three questions shall require anbe a debate on a substantive motion, no more than three questions shall require anbe a debate on a substantive motion, no more than three questions shall require anbe a debate on a substantive motion, no more than three questions shall require an

oral reply.  As Members are aware, there will be debates on substantive motions atoral reply.  As Members are aware, there will be debates on substantive motions atoral reply.  As Members are aware, there will be debates on substantive motions atoral reply.  As Members are aware, there will be debates on substantive motions at

all regular Legislative Council sittings up to the end of the current Session.  Ifall regular Legislative Council sittings up to the end of the current Session.  Ifall regular Legislative Council sittings up to the end of the current Session.  Ifall regular Legislative Council sittings up to the end of the current Session.  If

the number of oral questions is limited to three, Members will have to wait for athe number of oral questions is limited to three, Members will have to wait for athe number of oral questions is limited to three, Members will have to wait for athe number of oral questions is limited to three, Members will have to wait for a

long time before they can raise an oral question in this Council.  In order to remedylong time before they can raise an oral question in this Council.  In order to remedylong time before they can raise an oral question in this Council.  In order to remedylong time before they can raise an oral question in this Council.  In order to remedy

the situation, Members agreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 28the situation, Members agreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 28the situation, Members agreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 28the situation, Members agreed at the Legislative Council In-House meeting on 28

February 1992 that Standing Order 16(3) be suspended at the Legislative CouncilFebruary 1992 that Standing Order 16(3) be suspended at the Legislative CouncilFebruary 1992 that Standing Order 16(3) be suspended at the Legislative CouncilFebruary 1992 that Standing Order 16(3) be suspended at the Legislative Council

sitting on 11 March 1992 on a trial basis to allow six oral questions on the Ordersitting on 11 March 1992 on a trial basis to allow six oral questions on the Ordersitting on 11 March 1992 on a trial basis to allow six oral questions on the Ordersitting on 11 March 1992 on a trial basis to allow six oral questions on the Order

Paper to be raised.  With the new arrangement, the Question Time will be confinedPaper to be raised.  With the new arrangement, the Question Time will be confinedPaper to be raised.  With the new arrangement, the Question Time will be confinedPaper to be raised.  With the new arrangement, the Question Time will be confined



to one hour, with each question taking not more than 10 minutes.  I sincerely hopeto one hour, with each question taking not more than 10 minutes.  I sincerely hopeto one hour, with each question taking not more than 10 minutes.  I sincerely hopeto one hour, with each question taking not more than 10 minutes.  I sincerely hope

that my colleagues will co-operate so as to make this trial a success.  If it provesthat my colleagues will co-operate so as to make this trial a success.  If it provesthat my colleagues will co-operate so as to make this trial a success.  If it provesthat my colleagues will co-operate so as to make this trial a success.  If it proves

to be successful, arrangements will have to be made for the relevant Standing Ordersto be successful, arrangements will have to be made for the relevant Standing Ordersto be successful, arrangements will have to be made for the relevant Standing Ordersto be successful, arrangements will have to be made for the relevant Standing Orders

to be amended in due course.to be amended in due course.to be amended in due course.to be amended in due course.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I beg to move.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I beg to move.

Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.Question proposed, put and agreed to.

Oral answers to questionsOral answers to questionsOral answers to questionsOral answers to questions

Labour protection to foreign domestic workersLabour protection to foreign domestic workersLabour protection to foreign domestic workersLabour protection to foreign domestic workers

1.1.1.1. MRS EMRS EMRS EMRS ELSIE TU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether considerationLSIE TU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether considerationLSIE TU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether considerationLSIE TU asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether consideration

will be given to extending the protection offered by the 1992 General Scheme onwill be given to extending the protection offered by the 1992 General Scheme onwill be given to extending the protection offered by the 1992 General Scheme onwill be given to extending the protection offered by the 1992 General Scheme on

Importation of Labour such as protection from exploitation, extension of stay to findImportation of Labour such as protection from exploitation, extension of stay to findImportation of Labour such as protection from exploitation, extension of stay to findImportation of Labour such as protection from exploitation, extension of stay to find

another job pending investigation, penalties for malpractices by employers andanother job pending investigation, penalties for malpractices by employers andanother job pending investigation, penalties for malpractices by employers andanother job pending investigation, penalties for malpractices by employers and

exclusion of such employers from participation in further contracts to cover foreignexclusion of such employers from participation in further contracts to cover foreignexclusion of such employers from participation in further contracts to cover foreignexclusion of such employers from participation in further contracts to cover foreign

domestic workers?  If not, why not?domestic workers?  If not, why not?domestic workers?  If not, why not?domestic workers?  If not, why not?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, all foreign workers areSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, all foreign workers areSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, all foreign workers areSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, all foreign workers are

subject to protection under Hong Kong law irrespective of sex, race and nationality.subject to protection under Hong Kong law irrespective of sex, race and nationality.subject to protection under Hong Kong law irrespective of sex, race and nationality.subject to protection under Hong Kong law irrespective of sex, race and nationality.

The same complaint mechanism applies to foreign domestic helpers and to workersThe same complaint mechanism applies to foreign domestic helpers and to workersThe same complaint mechanism applies to foreign domestic helpers and to workersThe same complaint mechanism applies to foreign domestic helpers and to workers

imported under the importation of labour schemes.  If they have any complaint againstimported under the importation of labour schemes.  If they have any complaint againstimported under the importation of labour schemes.  If they have any complaint againstimported under the importation of labour schemes.  If they have any complaint against

their employers, they can approach the Labour Department which will provide atheir employers, they can approach the Labour Department which will provide atheir employers, they can approach the Labour Department which will provide atheir employers, they can approach the Labour Department which will provide a

conciliation service.  If no settlement can be reached, their cases are referred toconciliation service.  If no settlement can be reached, their cases are referred toconciliation service.  If no settlement can be reached, their cases are referred toconciliation service.  If no settlement can be reached, their cases are referred to

the Labour Tribunal for adjudication.  They are subject to the "two-week  rule" onthe Labour Tribunal for adjudication.  They are subject to the "two-week  rule" onthe Labour Tribunal for adjudication.  They are subject to the "two-week  rule" onthe Labour Tribunal for adjudication.  They are subject to the "two-week  rule" on

limitation of stay: that is to say, they are required to leave Hong Kong within twolimitation of stay: that is to say, they are required to leave Hong Kong within twolimitation of stay: that is to say, they are required to leave Hong Kong within twolimitation of stay: that is to say, they are required to leave Hong Kong within two

weeks of the termination of their contract of employment.  However, they can applyweeks of the termination of their contract of employment.  However, they can applyweeks of the termination of their contract of employment.  However, they can applyweeks of the termination of their contract of employment.  However, they can apply

to the Immigration Department for extension of stay pending conciliation meetings,to the Immigration Department for extension of stay pending conciliation meetings,to the Immigration Department for extension of stay pending conciliation meetings,to the Immigration Department for extension of stay pending conciliation meetings,

complaint investigation and court hearings.  The employment of foreign domesticcomplaint investigation and court hearings.  The employment of foreign domesticcomplaint investigation and court hearings.  The employment of foreign domesticcomplaint investigation and court hearings.  The employment of foreign domestic

helpers has had a history of more than 15 years and both the foreign domestic helpershelpers has had a history of more than 15 years and both the foreign domestic helpershelpers has had a history of more than 15 years and both the foreign domestic helpershelpers has had a history of more than 15 years and both the foreign domestic helpers

and employers are well aware of their rights and obligations.and employers are well aware of their rights and obligations.and employers are well aware of their rights and obligations.and employers are well aware of their rights and obligations.

Employers of foreign domestic hEmployers of foreign domestic hEmployers of foreign domestic hEmployers of foreign domestic helpers are subject to prosecution if they haveelpers are subject to prosecution if they haveelpers are subject to prosecution if they haveelpers are subject to prosecution if they have

committed offences under the Employment Ordinance or the Immigration Ordinance. Thecommitted offences under the Employment Ordinance or the Immigration Ordinance. Thecommitted offences under the Employment Ordinance or the Immigration Ordinance. Thecommitted offences under the Employment Ordinance or the Immigration Ordinance. The



records of offences provide useful information to the Immigration Department inrecords of offences provide useful information to the Immigration Department inrecords of offences provide useful information to the Immigration Department inrecords of offences provide useful information to the Immigration Department in

deciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in future applications fordeciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in future applications fordeciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in future applications fordeciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in future applications for

employment of foreign workers.employment of foreign workers.employment of foreign workers.employment of foreign workers.

MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Secretary for Education and ManpowerMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Secretary for Education and ManpowerMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Secretary for Education and ManpowerMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Secretary for Education and Manpower

to answer my question about whether domestic workers will be given an extension ofto answer my question about whether domestic workers will be given an extension ofto answer my question about whether domestic workers will be given an extension ofto answer my question about whether domestic workers will be given an extension of

stay to find another job pending investigation?  The Secretary must be aware thatstay to find another job pending investigation?  The Secretary must be aware thatstay to find another job pending investigation?  The Secretary must be aware thatstay to find another job pending investigation?  The Secretary must be aware that

legal proceedings take from three to six months during which time the worker has tolegal proceedings take from three to six months during which time the worker has tolegal proceedings take from three to six months during which time the worker has tolegal proceedings take from three to six months during which time the worker has to

pay for renewal of visa and is not at present permitted to get another job.pay for renewal of visa and is not at present permitted to get another job.pay for renewal of visa and is not at present permitted to get another job.pay for renewal of visa and is not at present permitted to get another job.

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the circumstances in whichSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the circumstances in whichSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the circumstances in whichSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, the circumstances in which

foreign domestic helpers have their contracts terminated prematurely obviously varyforeign domestic helpers have their contracts terminated prematurely obviously varyforeign domestic helpers have their contracts terminated prematurely obviously varyforeign domestic helpers have their contracts terminated prematurely obviously vary

from case to case.  It is the Immigration Department's normal practice to allow afrom case to case.  It is the Immigration Department's normal practice to allow afrom case to case.  It is the Immigration Department's normal practice to allow afrom case to case.  It is the Immigration Department's normal practice to allow a

foreign domestic helper who has had her contract of employment terminated inforeign domestic helper who has had her contract of employment terminated inforeign domestic helper who has had her contract of employment terminated inforeign domestic helper who has had her contract of employment terminated in

exceptional circumstances -- for example the emigration of the employer, or the deathexceptional circumstances -- for example the emigration of the employer, or the deathexceptional circumstances -- for example the emigration of the employer, or the deathexceptional circumstances -- for example the emigration of the employer, or the death

of the employer, or the financial hardship of the employer -- to change to a newof the employer, or the financial hardship of the employer -- to change to a newof the employer, or the financial hardship of the employer -- to change to a newof the employer, or the financial hardship of the employer -- to change to a new

employer.  In addition, where there is evidence to show that a foreign domestic helperemployer.  In addition, where there is evidence to show that a foreign domestic helperemployer.  In addition, where there is evidence to show that a foreign domestic helperemployer.  In addition, where there is evidence to show that a foreign domestic helper

has been exploited by her employer, then the Immigration Department will also considerhas been exploited by her employer, then the Immigration Department will also considerhas been exploited by her employer, then the Immigration Department will also considerhas been exploited by her employer, then the Immigration Department will also consider

the application for change of employment sympathetically.  Generally speaking, ofthe application for change of employment sympathetically.  Generally speaking, ofthe application for change of employment sympathetically.  Generally speaking, ofthe application for change of employment sympathetically.  Generally speaking, of

course, foreign domestic helpers are brought in to work under specific contracts tocourse, foreign domestic helpers are brought in to work under specific contracts tocourse, foreign domestic helpers are brought in to work under specific contracts tocourse, foreign domestic helpers are brought in to work under specific contracts to

specific employers and they are expected to serve under the same employer for thespecific employers and they are expected to serve under the same employer for thespecific employers and they are expected to serve under the same employer for thespecific employers and they are expected to serve under the same employer for the

full length of the contract.full length of the contract.full length of the contract.full length of the contract.

MR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council how many imported foreign workers were subsequently able to find newthis Council how many imported foreign workers were subsequently able to find newthis Council how many imported foreign workers were subsequently able to find newthis Council how many imported foreign workers were subsequently able to find new

jobs after they had been dismissed because they had complained against their employers?jobs after they had been dismissed because they had complained against their employers?jobs after they had been dismissed because they had complained against their employers?jobs after they had been dismissed because they had complained against their employers?

What will be the fate of those imported foreign workers in the same position who areWhat will be the fate of those imported foreign workers in the same position who areWhat will be the fate of those imported foreign workers in the same position who areWhat will be the fate of those imported foreign workers in the same position who are

unable to find new jobs?unable to find new jobs?unable to find new jobs?unable to find new jobs?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I regret that I do notSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I regret that I do notSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I regret that I do notSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I regret that I do not

have the figures with me.   I will provide them in writing after the meeting.  (Annexhave the figures with me.   I will provide them in writing after the meeting.  (Annexhave the figures with me.   I will provide them in writing after the meeting.  (Annexhave the figures with me.   I will provide them in writing after the meeting.  (Annex

I)I)I)I)



MR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary for Education and Manpower saidMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary for Education and Manpower saidMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary for Education and Manpower saidMR HENRY TANG: Mr Deputy President, the Secretary for Education and Manpower said

in reply that the records of offences by employers provide useful information to thein reply that the records of offences by employers provide useful information to thein reply that the records of offences by employers provide useful information to thein reply that the records of offences by employers provide useful information to the

Immigration Department in deciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in theImmigration Department in deciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in theImmigration Department in deciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in theImmigration Department in deciding whether an employer is a suitable sponsor in the

future.  Now would the Secretary advise whether such past offences will categoricallyfuture.  Now would the Secretary advise whether such past offences will categoricallyfuture.  Now would the Secretary advise whether such past offences will categoricallyfuture.  Now would the Secretary advise whether such past offences will categorically

bar an employer from sponsoring any future application or whether such action is beingbar an employer from sponsoring any future application or whether such action is beingbar an employer from sponsoring any future application or whether such action is beingbar an employer from sponsoring any future application or whether such action is being

considered in this current scheme?considered in this current scheme?considered in this current scheme?considered in this current scheme?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, anySECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, anySECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, anySECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, generally speaking, any

application to import a worker, whether it is a foreign domestic helper or any otherapplication to import a worker, whether it is a foreign domestic helper or any otherapplication to import a worker, whether it is a foreign domestic helper or any otherapplication to import a worker, whether it is a foreign domestic helper or any other

worker, is considered on its merits.  Of course, if a prospective employer has aworker, is considered on its merits.  Of course, if a prospective employer has aworker, is considered on its merits.  Of course, if a prospective employer has aworker, is considered on its merits.  Of course, if a prospective employer has a

record of having committed offences against the Employment Ordinance or therecord of having committed offences against the Employment Ordinance or therecord of having committed offences against the Employment Ordinance or therecord of having committed offences against the Employment Ordinance or the

Immigration Ordinance, then this would be a consideration of substance which willImmigration Ordinance, then this would be a consideration of substance which willImmigration Ordinance, then this would be a consideration of substance which willImmigration Ordinance, then this would be a consideration of substance which will

be taken into account.be taken into account.be taken into account.be taken into account.

MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, how many domestic helpers who have breachedMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, how many domestic helpers who have breachedMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, how many domestic helpers who have breachedMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, how many domestic helpers who have breached

the two-week rule have been prosecuted, say, in the last three years?  What is thethe two-week rule have been prosecuted, say, in the last three years?  What is thethe two-week rule have been prosecuted, say, in the last three years?  What is thethe two-week rule have been prosecuted, say, in the last three years?  What is the

average length of sentence handed down on those convicted of the offence?average length of sentence handed down on those convicted of the offence?average length of sentence handed down on those convicted of the offence?average length of sentence handed down on those convicted of the offence?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Again, Mr Deputy President, I regret I do notSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Again, Mr Deputy President, I regret I do notSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Again, Mr Deputy President, I regret I do notSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Again, Mr Deputy President, I regret I do not

have the statistics with me.  I will provide them after the meeting if possible.have the statistics with me.  I will provide them after the meeting if possible.have the statistics with me.  I will provide them after the meeting if possible.have the statistics with me.  I will provide them after the meeting if possible.

(Annex II)(Annex II)(Annex II)(Annex II)

MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that foreign workers in theirMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that foreign workers in theirMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that foreign workers in theirMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, given that foreign workers in their

countries of origin have to pay a substantial amount of money to the middle-men beforecountries of origin have to pay a substantial amount of money to the middle-men beforecountries of origin have to pay a substantial amount of money to the middle-men beforecountries of origin have to pay a substantial amount of money to the middle-men before

they  come to Hong Kong, could I ask whether the Administration has in place athey  come to Hong Kong, could I ask whether the Administration has in place athey  come to Hong Kong, could I ask whether the Administration has in place athey  come to Hong Kong, could I ask whether the Administration has in place a

mechanism to protect the workers before they come here, so that they will not bemechanism to protect the workers before they come here, so that they will not bemechanism to protect the workers before they come here, so that they will not bemechanism to protect the workers before they come here, so that they will not be

exploited by the middle-men?exploited by the middle-men?exploited by the middle-men?exploited by the middle-men?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I think the requirementsSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I think the requirementsSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I think the requirementsSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, I think the requirements

of any governments or organizations situated in the country of origin of foreignof any governments or organizations situated in the country of origin of foreignof any governments or organizations situated in the country of origin of foreignof any governments or organizations situated in the country of origin of foreign

workers do not fall within the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.workers do not fall within the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.workers do not fall within the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.workers do not fall within the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.



MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, as foreign domestic workers by nature areMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, as foreign domestic workers by nature areMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, as foreign domestic workers by nature areMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, as foreign domestic workers by nature are

slightly different from workers under the Importation of Labour Scheme in the senseslightly different from workers under the Importation of Labour Scheme in the senseslightly different from workers under the Importation of Labour Scheme in the senseslightly different from workers under the Importation of Labour Scheme in the sense

that they are domestic and therefore live in the household of their employer, wouldthat they are domestic and therefore live in the household of their employer, wouldthat they are domestic and therefore live in the household of their employer, wouldthat they are domestic and therefore live in the household of their employer, would

protection by way of an extension of stay not prove awkward, if not impractical,protection by way of an extension of stay not prove awkward, if not impractical,protection by way of an extension of stay not prove awkward, if not impractical,protection by way of an extension of stay not prove awkward, if not impractical,

because they will be living at the employer's premises while trying to find a job?because they will be living at the employer's premises while trying to find a job?because they will be living at the employer's premises while trying to find a job?because they will be living at the employer's premises while trying to find a job?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, very often foreignSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, very often foreignSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, very often foreignSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, very often foreign

domestic helpers do make their own arrangements for accommodation while their staydomestic helpers do make their own arrangements for accommodation while their staydomestic helpers do make their own arrangements for accommodation while their staydomestic helpers do make their own arrangements for accommodation while their stay

is being extended.  I also understand that the Consulate General of the Philippines,is being extended.  I also understand that the Consulate General of the Philippines,is being extended.  I also understand that the Consulate General of the Philippines,is being extended.  I also understand that the Consulate General of the Philippines,

which is the country of origin of some 90% of the foreign domestic helpers workingwhich is the country of origin of some 90% of the foreign domestic helpers workingwhich is the country of origin of some 90% of the foreign domestic helpers workingwhich is the country of origin of some 90% of the foreign domestic helpers working

in Hong Kong, does provide assistance to Filipino foreign domestic helpers who needin Hong Kong, does provide assistance to Filipino foreign domestic helpers who needin Hong Kong, does provide assistance to Filipino foreign domestic helpers who needin Hong Kong, does provide assistance to Filipino foreign domestic helpers who need

such help.such help.such help.such help.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the procedure described by the SecretaryMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the procedure described by the SecretaryMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the procedure described by the SecretaryMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, does the procedure described by the Secretary

to enable foreign domestic workers to seek other jobs in Hong Kong, where the employerto enable foreign domestic workers to seek other jobs in Hong Kong, where the employerto enable foreign domestic workers to seek other jobs in Hong Kong, where the employerto enable foreign domestic workers to seek other jobs in Hong Kong, where the employer

has been at fault, also apply to workers from China?has been at fault, also apply to workers from China?has been at fault, also apply to workers from China?has been at fault, also apply to workers from China?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, under the Importation ofSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, under the Importation ofSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, under the Importation ofSECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Mr Deputy President, under the Importation of

Labour Scheme, the Labour Department will provide assistance to any foreign workerLabour Scheme, the Labour Department will provide assistance to any foreign workerLabour Scheme, the Labour Department will provide assistance to any foreign workerLabour Scheme, the Labour Department will provide assistance to any foreign worker

who has been complaining of exploitation or other unfair treatment by the employer.who has been complaining of exploitation or other unfair treatment by the employer.who has been complaining of exploitation or other unfair treatment by the employer.who has been complaining of exploitation or other unfair treatment by the employer.

In theory, the same applies to foreign domestic helpers and the local EmploymentIn theory, the same applies to foreign domestic helpers and the local EmploymentIn theory, the same applies to foreign domestic helpers and the local EmploymentIn theory, the same applies to foreign domestic helpers and the local Employment

Service is prepared to provide the same assistance to foreign domestic helpers inService is prepared to provide the same assistance to foreign domestic helpers inService is prepared to provide the same assistance to foreign domestic helpers inService is prepared to provide the same assistance to foreign domestic helpers in

a similar position.  In practice, however, foreign domestic helpers seem to havea similar position.  In practice, however, foreign domestic helpers seem to havea similar position.  In practice, however, foreign domestic helpers seem to havea similar position.  In practice, however, foreign domestic helpers seem to have

other ways in which they can deal with such situations.  Very often, I think, theyother ways in which they can deal with such situations.  Very often, I think, theyother ways in which they can deal with such situations.  Very often, I think, theyother ways in which they can deal with such situations.  Very often, I think, they

would tend to go back to the private employment agencies who arranged their initialwould tend to go back to the private employment agencies who arranged their initialwould tend to go back to the private employment agencies who arranged their initialwould tend to go back to the private employment agencies who arranged their initial

placement in the first place.placement in the first place.placement in the first place.placement in the first place.

Smuggling of unmanifested goodsSmuggling of unmanifested goodsSmuggling of unmanifested goodsSmuggling of unmanifested goods

2.2.2.2. MR ANDREW WONG asked (in Cantonese): As the smuggling of unmanifested goods intoMR ANDREW WONG asked (in Cantonese): As the smuggling of unmanifested goods intoMR ANDREW WONG asked (in Cantonese): As the smuggling of unmanifested goods intoMR ANDREW WONG asked (in Cantonese): As the smuggling of unmanifested goods into

China by land still runs rampant, will the Government inform this Council whetherChina by land still runs rampant, will the Government inform this Council whetherChina by land still runs rampant, will the Government inform this Council whetherChina by land still runs rampant, will the Government inform this Council whether

there are incidents of vehicles attempting to cross the check points along the borderthere are incidents of vehicles attempting to cross the check points along the borderthere are incidents of vehicles attempting to cross the check points along the borderthere are incidents of vehicles attempting to cross the check points along the border

by force or without undergoing inspection?by force or without undergoing inspection?by force or without undergoing inspection?by force or without undergoing inspection?



SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there is smuggling of unmanifested goodsSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there is smuggling of unmanifested goodsSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there is smuggling of unmanifested goodsSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there is smuggling of unmanifested goods

into China by land, I would not describe it as rampant.  In 1991, 63 cases wereinto China by land, I would not describe it as rampant.  In 1991, 63 cases wereinto China by land, I would not describe it as rampant.  In 1991, 63 cases wereinto China by land, I would not describe it as rampant.  In 1991, 63 cases were

detected involving goods to the value of some HK$36 million.  The types of goodsdetected involving goods to the value of some HK$36 million.  The types of goodsdetected involving goods to the value of some HK$36 million.  The types of goodsdetected involving goods to the value of some HK$36 million.  The types of goods

typically smuggled into China by land included video cassette recorders, computers,typically smuggled into China by land included video cassette recorders, computers,typically smuggled into China by land included video cassette recorders, computers,typically smuggled into China by land included video cassette recorders, computers,

cameras and air-conditioners.cameras and air-conditioners.cameras and air-conditioners.cameras and air-conditioners.

There were two incidents last year when vehiThere were two incidents last year when vehiThere were two incidents last year when vehiThere were two incidents last year when vehicles crossing into China drovecles crossing into China drovecles crossing into China drovecles crossing into China drove

straight on after being directed to the Customs inspection area in Hong Kong.  Theystraight on after being directed to the Customs inspection area in Hong Kong.  Theystraight on after being directed to the Customs inspection area in Hong Kong.  Theystraight on after being directed to the Customs inspection area in Hong Kong.  They

were directed back to Hong Kong by the Chinese authorities.  The incidents appearwere directed back to Hong Kong by the Chinese authorities.  The incidents appearwere directed back to Hong Kong by the Chinese authorities.  The incidents appearwere directed back to Hong Kong by the Chinese authorities.  The incidents appear

to have been the result of misunderstandings, as no contraband was found in eitherto have been the result of misunderstandings, as no contraband was found in eitherto have been the result of misunderstandings, as no contraband was found in eitherto have been the result of misunderstandings, as no contraband was found in either

case.  There is close co-operation between Hong Kong and Chinese Customs at thecase.  There is close co-operation between Hong Kong and Chinese Customs at thecase.  There is close co-operation between Hong Kong and Chinese Customs at thecase.  There is close co-operation between Hong Kong and Chinese Customs at the

vehicular crossing points, and I would not expect problems of the type envisaged invehicular crossing points, and I would not expect problems of the type envisaged invehicular crossing points, and I would not expect problems of the type envisaged invehicular crossing points, and I would not expect problems of the type envisaged in

the question to arise in future.the question to arise in future.the question to arise in future.the question to arise in future.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary inform thisMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary inform thisMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary inform thisMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the Secretary inform this

Council whether the issue has been discussed by the Border Liaison Group?  If yes,Council whether the issue has been discussed by the Border Liaison Group?  If yes,Council whether the issue has been discussed by the Border Liaison Group?  If yes,Council whether the issue has been discussed by the Border Liaison Group?  If yes,

does the arrangement agreed by the two sides provide for the immediate return of thedoes the arrangement agreed by the two sides provide for the immediate return of thedoes the arrangement agreed by the two sides provide for the immediate return of thedoes the arrangement agreed by the two sides provide for the immediate return of the

vehicles involved to Hong Kong in the company and under the supervision of Chinesevehicles involved to Hong Kong in the company and under the supervision of Chinesevehicles involved to Hong Kong in the company and under the supervision of Chinesevehicles involved to Hong Kong in the company and under the supervision of Chinese

border control officers?border control officers?border control officers?border control officers?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that in either caseSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that in either caseSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that in either caseSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that in either case

discussion by the Border Liaison Group was necessary.  That channel is of course opendiscussion by the Border Liaison Group was necessary.  That channel is of course opendiscussion by the Border Liaison Group was necessary.  That channel is of course opendiscussion by the Border Liaison Group was necessary.  That channel is of course open

to discuss problems if they became significant problems but, as I have said, we believeto discuss problems if they became significant problems but, as I have said, we believeto discuss problems if they became significant problems but, as I have said, we believeto discuss problems if they became significant problems but, as I have said, we believe

that these cases were simply a case of misunderstanding and they were resolved onthat these cases were simply a case of misunderstanding and they were resolved onthat these cases were simply a case of misunderstanding and they were resolved onthat these cases were simply a case of misunderstanding and they were resolved on

the spot without difficulty.the spot without difficulty.the spot without difficulty.the spot without difficulty.

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council how many vehicles reported lost were returned to Hong Kong by the Chinesethis Council how many vehicles reported lost were returned to Hong Kong by the Chinesethis Council how many vehicles reported lost were returned to Hong Kong by the Chinesethis Council how many vehicles reported lost were returned to Hong Kong by the Chinese

side last year?side last year?side last year?side last year?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that is relevant to theSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that is relevant to theSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that is relevant to theSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that is relevant to the

original question.  But I certainly cannot answer it now.  I would have to give aoriginal question.  But I certainly cannot answer it now.  I would have to give aoriginal question.  But I certainly cannot answer it now.  I would have to give aoriginal question.  But I certainly cannot answer it now.  I would have to give a

written answer.  (Annex III)written answer.  (Annex III)written answer.  (Annex III)written answer.  (Annex III)



DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  I would remind Members that the original question went toDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  I would remind Members that the original question went toDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  I would remind Members that the original question went toDEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.  I would remind Members that the original question went to

the number of vehicles crossing by force or without undergoing inspection.the number of vehicles crossing by force or without undergoing inspection.the number of vehicles crossing by force or without undergoing inspection.the number of vehicles crossing by force or without undergoing inspection.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform this Council whatMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform this Council whatMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform this Council whatMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform this Council what

the most common means are of transporting stolen passenger vehicles from Hong Kongthe most common means are of transporting stolen passenger vehicles from Hong Kongthe most common means are of transporting stolen passenger vehicles from Hong Kongthe most common means are of transporting stolen passenger vehicles from Hong Kong

to China and what steps the Administration is taking to stem this flow?to China and what steps the Administration is taking to stem this flow?to China and what steps the Administration is taking to stem this flow?to China and what steps the Administration is taking to stem this flow?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you asking a general question, Mr WONG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you asking a general question, Mr WONG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you asking a general question, Mr WONG?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you asking a general question, Mr WONG?

MR PETER WONG: I have asked what the means are by which stolen vehicles are transportedMR PETER WONG: I have asked what the means are by which stolen vehicles are transportedMR PETER WONG: I have asked what the means are by which stolen vehicles are transportedMR PETER WONG: I have asked what the means are by which stolen vehicles are transported

to China.to China.to China.to China.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is outside the ambit of the main question. The main questionDEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is outside the ambit of the main question. The main questionDEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is outside the ambit of the main question. The main questionDEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is outside the ambit of the main question. The main question

relates to smuggling by vehicles crossing the border by force or without undergoingrelates to smuggling by vehicles crossing the border by force or without undergoingrelates to smuggling by vehicles crossing the border by force or without undergoingrelates to smuggling by vehicles crossing the border by force or without undergoing

inspection.inspection.inspection.inspection.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary confirm that none of theMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary confirm that none of theMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary confirm that none of theMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary confirm that none of the

seized unmanifested goods were in fact stolen in Hong Kong and that they were properlyseized unmanifested goods were in fact stolen in Hong Kong and that they were properlyseized unmanifested goods were in fact stolen in Hong Kong and that they were properlyseized unmanifested goods were in fact stolen in Hong Kong and that they were properly

purchased here, in other words, that the only offence was the offence of not declaringpurchased here, in other words, that the only offence was the offence of not declaringpurchased here, in other words, that the only offence was the offence of not declaringpurchased here, in other words, that the only offence was the offence of not declaring

these exports under an export declaration?these exports under an export declaration?these exports under an export declaration?these exports under an export declaration?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that is the case.  In practice,SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that is the case.  In practice,SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that is the case.  In practice,SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that is the case.  In practice,

it is new electrical and electronic goods that constitute the very large proportionit is new electrical and electronic goods that constitute the very large proportionit is new electrical and electronic goods that constitute the very large proportionit is new electrical and electronic goods that constitute the very large proportion

of smuggling into China, also, in some cases, cigarettes.of smuggling into China, also, in some cases, cigarettes.of smuggling into China, also, in some cases, cigarettes.of smuggling into China, also, in some cases, cigarettes.

MR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary only mentioned inMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary only mentioned inMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary only mentioned inMR ANDREW WONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Secretary only mentioned in

his reply that there were two incidents, without specifying the number of vehicleshis reply that there were two incidents, without specifying the number of vehicleshis reply that there were two incidents, without specifying the number of vehicleshis reply that there were two incidents, without specifying the number of vehicles

involved.  Did it involve only one vehicle in each of the two cases, thus making itinvolved.  Did it involve only one vehicle in each of the two cases, thus making itinvolved.  Did it involve only one vehicle in each of the two cases, thus making itinvolved.  Did it involve only one vehicle in each of the two cases, thus making it

two in all or was the actual figure more than that?  Moreover, how long is the waitingtwo in all or was the actual figure more than that?  Moreover, how long is the waitingtwo in all or was the actual figure more than that?  Moreover, how long is the waitingtwo in all or was the actual figure more than that?  Moreover, how long is the waiting



time after the Chinese authorities have directed that the vehicles be returned totime after the Chinese authorities have directed that the vehicles be returned totime after the Chinese authorities have directed that the vehicles be returned totime after the Chinese authorities have directed that the vehicles be returned to

Hong Kong, that is, after crossing the border how long will it take before they areHong Kong, that is, after crossing the border how long will it take before they areHong Kong, that is, after crossing the border how long will it take before they areHong Kong, that is, after crossing the border how long will it take before they are

directed back to Hong Kong?directed back to Hong Kong?directed back to Hong Kong?directed back to Hong Kong?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there were two vehicles involved, oneSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there were two vehicles involved, oneSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there were two vehicles involved, oneSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, there were two vehicles involved, one

in each case.  I understand that the vehicles returned very quickly to Hong Kongin each case.  I understand that the vehicles returned very quickly to Hong Kongin each case.  I understand that the vehicles returned very quickly to Hong Kongin each case.  I understand that the vehicles returned very quickly to Hong Kong

within a matter of minutes.  I should say that in practice I envisage it is almostwithin a matter of minutes.  I should say that in practice I envisage it is almostwithin a matter of minutes.  I should say that in practice I envisage it is almostwithin a matter of minutes.  I should say that in practice I envisage it is almost

impossible that a vehicle could cross from Hong Kong into China and then disappear.impossible that a vehicle could cross from Hong Kong into China and then disappear.impossible that a vehicle could cross from Hong Kong into China and then disappear.impossible that a vehicle could cross from Hong Kong into China and then disappear.

Once a vehicle has gone through the customs and immigration checks in Hong Kong, itOnce a vehicle has gone through the customs and immigration checks in Hong Kong, itOnce a vehicle has gone through the customs and immigration checks in Hong Kong, itOnce a vehicle has gone through the customs and immigration checks in Hong Kong, it

will find itself invariably at the end of a long queue to undergo customs andwill find itself invariably at the end of a long queue to undergo customs andwill find itself invariably at the end of a long queue to undergo customs andwill find itself invariably at the end of a long queue to undergo customs and

immigration checks in China.  So, as I have said, I cannot see the sort of problemimmigration checks in China.  So, as I have said, I cannot see the sort of problemimmigration checks in China.  So, as I have said, I cannot see the sort of problemimmigration checks in China.  So, as I have said, I cannot see the sort of problem

envisaged in the question arising.envisaged in the question arising.envisaged in the question arising.envisaged in the question arising.

MR STEVEN POON: Mr Deputy President, two incidents out of many vehicles crossing theMR STEVEN POON: Mr Deputy President, two incidents out of many vehicles crossing theMR STEVEN POON: Mr Deputy President, two incidents out of many vehicles crossing theMR STEVEN POON: Mr Deputy President, two incidents out of many vehicles crossing the

border indeed form a very, very small percentage. But still it is our job to guardborder indeed form a very, very small percentage. But still it is our job to guardborder indeed form a very, very small percentage. But still it is our job to guardborder indeed form a very, very small percentage. But still it is our job to guard

our border and not rely on the Chinese authorities.  Can the Administration tell usour border and not rely on the Chinese authorities.  Can the Administration tell usour border and not rely on the Chinese authorities.  Can the Administration tell usour border and not rely on the Chinese authorities.  Can the Administration tell us

whether there will be additional facilities installed at the checkpoints so that itwhether there will be additional facilities installed at the checkpoints so that itwhether there will be additional facilities installed at the checkpoints so that itwhether there will be additional facilities installed at the checkpoints so that it

will be absolutely impossible for anybody to cross the checkpoints without first beingwill be absolutely impossible for anybody to cross the checkpoints without first beingwill be absolutely impossible for anybody to cross the checkpoints without first beingwill be absolutely impossible for anybody to cross the checkpoints without first being

cleared by an officer?cleared by an officer?cleared by an officer?cleared by an officer?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that any furtherSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that any furtherSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that any furtherSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that any further

installations are necessary.  As I said, this is not a problem.installations are necessary.  As I said, this is not a problem.installations are necessary.  As I said, this is not a problem.installations are necessary.  As I said, this is not a problem.

Supervision of banksSupervision of banksSupervision of banksSupervision of banks

3.3.3.3. DR CONRAD LAM asked (in Cantonese): In the light of the collapse of the Bank ofDR CONRAD LAM asked (in Cantonese): In the light of the collapse of the Bank ofDR CONRAD LAM asked (in Cantonese): In the light of the collapse of the Bank ofDR CONRAD LAM asked (in Cantonese): In the light of the collapse of the Bank of

Credit and Commerce Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:Credit and Commerce Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:Credit and Commerce Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:Credit and Commerce Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether consideration would be given to introducing legislation to makwhether consideration would be given to introducing legislation to makwhether consideration would be given to introducing legislation to makwhether consideration would be given to introducing legislation to make moree moree moree more

open the financial position of banks as a measure to protect the interests of theopen the financial position of banks as a measure to protect the interests of theopen the financial position of banks as a measure to protect the interests of theopen the financial position of banks as a measure to protect the interests of the

general depositors;general depositors;general depositors;general depositors;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether the Government is aware of the presence of any "unrecordedwhether the Government is aware of the presence of any "unrecordedwhether the Government is aware of the presence of any "unrecordedwhether the Government is aware of the presence of any "unrecorded

liabilities" in other banks apart from those which have surfaced in Bank of Creditliabilities" in other banks apart from those which have surfaced in Bank of Creditliabilities" in other banks apart from those which have surfaced in Bank of Creditliabilities" in other banks apart from those which have surfaced in Bank of Credit



and Commerce; andand Commerce; andand Commerce; andand Commerce; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) if not, whether any comprehensive investigation will be made to ensure thatif not, whether any comprehensive investigation will be made to ensure thatif not, whether any comprehensive investigation will be made to ensure thatif not, whether any comprehensive investigation will be made to ensure that

there will be no reoccurrence of the incident of the BCCHK?there will be no reoccurrence of the incident of the BCCHK?there will be no reoccurrence of the incident of the BCCHK?there will be no reoccurrence of the incident of the BCCHK?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, to respond to the first part of Dr LAM'sFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, to respond to the first part of Dr LAM'sFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, to respond to the first part of Dr LAM'sFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, to respond to the first part of Dr LAM's

question, it is the Government's policy to review and revise legislation relatingquestion, it is the Government's policy to review and revise legislation relatingquestion, it is the Government's policy to review and revise legislation relatingquestion, it is the Government's policy to review and revise legislation relating

to banks regularly to ensure effective supervision of authorized institutions andto banks regularly to ensure effective supervision of authorized institutions andto banks regularly to ensure effective supervision of authorized institutions andto banks regularly to ensure effective supervision of authorized institutions and

to protect the interests of depositors.  The extent to which more information shouldto protect the interests of depositors.  The extent to which more information shouldto protect the interests of depositors.  The extent to which more information shouldto protect the interests of depositors.  The extent to which more information should

be made publicly available in respect of banking operations is one of many issuesbe made publicly available in respect of banking operations is one of many issuesbe made publicly available in respect of banking operations is one of many issuesbe made publicly available in respect of banking operations is one of many issues

that will be considered as part of that on-going review; but we shall also be consciousthat will be considered as part of that on-going review; but we shall also be consciousthat will be considered as part of that on-going review; but we shall also be consciousthat will be considered as part of that on-going review; but we shall also be conscious

of the need to maintain the stability of the banking system.of the need to maintain the stability of the banking system.of the need to maintain the stability of the banking system.of the need to maintain the stability of the banking system.

With regard to the second partWith regard to the second partWith regard to the second partWith regard to the second part of Dr LAM's question, I should begin by pointing of Dr LAM's question, I should begin by pointing of Dr LAM's question, I should begin by pointing of Dr LAM's question, I should begin by pointing

out that should a bank have unrecorded liabilities, that is to say that there wereout that should a bank have unrecorded liabilities, that is to say that there wereout that should a bank have unrecorded liabilities, that is to say that there wereout that should a bank have unrecorded liabilities, that is to say that there were

claims which were not recorded in its books though in accordance with standardclaims which were not recorded in its books though in accordance with standardclaims which were not recorded in its books though in accordance with standardclaims which were not recorded in its books though in accordance with standard

accounting practices they ought to have been, it may not be possible to discover these,accounting practices they ought to have been, it may not be possible to discover these,accounting practices they ought to have been, it may not be possible to discover these,accounting practices they ought to have been, it may not be possible to discover these,

however transparent the operations of the bank were to become.  They could well onlyhowever transparent the operations of the bank were to become.  They could well onlyhowever transparent the operations of the bank were to become.  They could well onlyhowever transparent the operations of the bank were to become.  They could well only

be identified when the persons purporting to have such claims on the bank came forwardbe identified when the persons purporting to have such claims on the bank came forwardbe identified when the persons purporting to have such claims on the bank came forwardbe identified when the persons purporting to have such claims on the bank came forward

and made their claims.  Certainly it would seem that the claims which have recentlyand made their claims.  Certainly it would seem that the claims which have recentlyand made their claims.  Certainly it would seem that the claims which have recentlyand made their claims.  Certainly it would seem that the claims which have recently

been lodged with the provisional liquidator of Bank of Credit and Commerce Hong Kongbeen lodged with the provisional liquidator of Bank of Credit and Commerce Hong Kongbeen lodged with the provisional liquidator of Bank of Credit and Commerce Hong Kongbeen lodged with the provisional liquidator of Bank of Credit and Commerce Hong Kong

(BCCHK) by liquidators of other parts of the BCC Group worldwide, whether they can(BCCHK) by liquidators of other parts of the BCC Group worldwide, whether they can(BCCHK) by liquidators of other parts of the BCC Group worldwide, whether they can(BCCHK) by liquidators of other parts of the BCC Group worldwide, whether they can

be described as "recorded" or "unrecorded" liabilities, are not such as could havebe described as "recorded" or "unrecorded" liabilities, are not such as could havebe described as "recorded" or "unrecorded" liabilities, are not such as could havebe described as "recorded" or "unrecorded" liabilities, are not such as could have

been reasonably identified or anticipated by a regulator or auditor. These claims,been reasonably identified or anticipated by a regulator or auditor. These claims,been reasonably identified or anticipated by a regulator or auditor. These claims,been reasonably identified or anticipated by a regulator or auditor. These claims,

arising out of the business of BCCHK, have yet to be evaluated, and if necessary,arising out of the business of BCCHK, have yet to be evaluated, and if necessary,arising out of the business of BCCHK, have yet to be evaluated, and if necessary,arising out of the business of BCCHK, have yet to be evaluated, and if necessary,

ruled upon by the Court.ruled upon by the Court.ruled upon by the Court.ruled upon by the Court.

As to the third part of DAs to the third part of DAs to the third part of DAs to the third part of Dr LAM's question, it follows from what I have alreadyr LAM's question, it follows from what I have alreadyr LAM's question, it follows from what I have alreadyr LAM's question, it follows from what I have already

said that it would not be a practicable proposition to conduct a comprehensivesaid that it would not be a practicable proposition to conduct a comprehensivesaid that it would not be a practicable proposition to conduct a comprehensivesaid that it would not be a practicable proposition to conduct a comprehensive

investigation into possible unrecorded or potential liabilities in other authorizedinvestigation into possible unrecorded or potential liabilities in other authorizedinvestigation into possible unrecorded or potential liabilities in other authorizedinvestigation into possible unrecorded or potential liabilities in other authorized

institutions bearing in mind the large number of authorized institutions and the scaleinstitutions bearing in mind the large number of authorized institutions and the scaleinstitutions bearing in mind the large number of authorized institutions and the scaleinstitutions bearing in mind the large number of authorized institutions and the scale

and extent of their business.  The best preventive measure is to ensure that onlyand extent of their business.  The best preventive measure is to ensure that onlyand extent of their business.  The best preventive measure is to ensure that onlyand extent of their business.  The best preventive measure is to ensure that only

institutions with prudent management are authorized to operate in Hong Kong and thatinstitutions with prudent management are authorized to operate in Hong Kong and thatinstitutions with prudent management are authorized to operate in Hong Kong and thatinstitutions with prudent management are authorized to operate in Hong Kong and that

institutions have good and effective internal control systems which can guard againstinstitutions have good and effective internal control systems which can guard againstinstitutions have good and effective internal control systems which can guard againstinstitutions have good and effective internal control systems which can guard against

fraud and malpractices including failure to keep proper records of transactions.  Infraud and malpractices including failure to keep proper records of transactions.  Infraud and malpractices including failure to keep proper records of transactions.  Infraud and malpractices including failure to keep proper records of transactions.  In

this connection, the controls on bank ownership and the authorization policy havethis connection, the controls on bank ownership and the authorization policy havethis connection, the controls on bank ownership and the authorization policy havethis connection, the controls on bank ownership and the authorization policy have

been substantially improved since the entry of BCCHK in 1979.  A person proposingbeen substantially improved since the entry of BCCHK in 1979.  A person proposingbeen substantially improved since the entry of BCCHK in 1979.  A person proposingbeen substantially improved since the entry of BCCHK in 1979.  A person proposing



to become a controller of an authorized institution incorporated in Hong Kong nowto become a controller of an authorized institution incorporated in Hong Kong nowto become a controller of an authorized institution incorporated in Hong Kong nowto become a controller of an authorized institution incorporated in Hong Kong now

has to obtain the prior consent of the Commissioner of Banking.  Legislation has alsohas to obtain the prior consent of the Commissioner of Banking.  Legislation has alsohas to obtain the prior consent of the Commissioner of Banking.  Legislation has alsohas to obtain the prior consent of the Commissioner of Banking.  Legislation has also

been amended to facilitate the exchange of information between regulators, both localbeen amended to facilitate the exchange of information between regulators, both localbeen amended to facilitate the exchange of information between regulators, both localbeen amended to facilitate the exchange of information between regulators, both local

and overseas, and the reporting of fraud to the Commissioner of Banking by auditors.and overseas, and the reporting of fraud to the Commissioner of Banking by auditors.and overseas, and the reporting of fraud to the Commissioner of Banking by auditors.and overseas, and the reporting of fraud to the Commissioner of Banking by auditors.

In addition, a Banking Amendment Bill is being drafted to provide the legal frameworkIn addition, a Banking Amendment Bill is being drafted to provide the legal frameworkIn addition, a Banking Amendment Bill is being drafted to provide the legal frameworkIn addition, a Banking Amendment Bill is being drafted to provide the legal framework

for external auditors to report on the adequacy and effectiveness of authorizedfor external auditors to report on the adequacy and effectiveness of authorizedfor external auditors to report on the adequacy and effectiveness of authorizedfor external auditors to report on the adequacy and effectiveness of authorized

institutions' internal control system.institutions' internal control system.institutions' internal control system.institutions' internal control system.

Whilst we are not complacent and will continue to keep matters under review, weWhilst we are not complacent and will continue to keep matters under review, weWhilst we are not complacent and will continue to keep matters under review, weWhilst we are not complacent and will continue to keep matters under review, we

believe we have a sound and adequately supervised banking system which comparesbelieve we have a sound and adequately supervised banking system which comparesbelieve we have a sound and adequately supervised banking system which comparesbelieve we have a sound and adequately supervised banking system which compares

favourably with that in other centres around the world.favourably with that in other centres around the world.favourably with that in other centres around the world.favourably with that in other centres around the world.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration set upDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration set upDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration set upDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration set up

an independent committee to inquire into the various causes leading to the collapsean independent committee to inquire into the various causes leading to the collapsean independent committee to inquire into the various causes leading to the collapsean independent committee to inquire into the various causes leading to the collapse

of BCCHK and to see if there is any negligence of duties, and if not, why not?of BCCHK and to see if there is any negligence of duties, and if not, why not?of BCCHK and to see if there is any negligence of duties, and if not, why not?of BCCHK and to see if there is any negligence of duties, and if not, why not?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there has already been a comprehensiveFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there has already been a comprehensiveFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there has already been a comprehensiveFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there has already been a comprehensive

report by the Commissioner of Banking to the Governor in Council on the eventsreport by the Commissioner of Banking to the Governor in Council on the eventsreport by the Commissioner of Banking to the Governor in Council on the eventsreport by the Commissioner of Banking to the Governor in Council on the events

surrounding the closure of BCCHK.  And since then the Commissioner for Administrativesurrounding the closure of BCCHK.  And since then the Commissioner for Administrativesurrounding the closure of BCCHK.  And since then the Commissioner for Administrativesurrounding the closure of BCCHK.  And since then the Commissioner for Administrative

Complaints has been looking into two cases related to the BCCHK affair, and hisComplaints has been looking into two cases related to the BCCHK affair, and hisComplaints has been looking into two cases related to the BCCHK affair, and hisComplaints has been looking into two cases related to the BCCHK affair, and his

findings are likely to be made available to Members, I understand, some time today.findings are likely to be made available to Members, I understand, some time today.findings are likely to be made available to Members, I understand, some time today.findings are likely to be made available to Members, I understand, some time today.

In all the circumstances, it is the considered view of the Administration that noIn all the circumstances, it is the considered view of the Administration that noIn all the circumstances, it is the considered view of the Administration that noIn all the circumstances, it is the considered view of the Administration that no

useful purpose would be served by an inquiry into the BCCHK affair.  The priorityuseful purpose would be served by an inquiry into the BCCHK affair.  The priorityuseful purpose would be served by an inquiry into the BCCHK affair.  The priorityuseful purpose would be served by an inquiry into the BCCHK affair.  The priority

must be for the liquidation to proceed with all reasonable speed so that depositorsmust be for the liquidation to proceed with all reasonable speed so that depositorsmust be for the liquidation to proceed with all reasonable speed so that depositorsmust be for the liquidation to proceed with all reasonable speed so that depositors

can receive as early a payment as possible.can receive as early a payment as possible.can receive as early a payment as possible.can receive as early a payment as possible.

MR ERIC LI: Mr Deputy President, from the main reply of the Financial Secretary itMR ERIC LI: Mr Deputy President, from the main reply of the Financial Secretary itMR ERIC LI: Mr Deputy President, from the main reply of the Financial Secretary itMR ERIC LI: Mr Deputy President, from the main reply of the Financial Secretary it

seems that unrecorded liabilities can be clearly attributed to imprudent managementseems that unrecorded liabilities can be clearly attributed to imprudent managementseems that unrecorded liabilities can be clearly attributed to imprudent managementseems that unrecorded liabilities can be clearly attributed to imprudent management

and possibly fraud or malpractices.  Will the Government inform this Council whetherand possibly fraud or malpractices.  Will the Government inform this Council whetherand possibly fraud or malpractices.  Will the Government inform this Council whetherand possibly fraud or malpractices.  Will the Government inform this Council whether

or not Mr Noel GLEESON, the Official Liquidator, and his special managers are mindedor not Mr Noel GLEESON, the Official Liquidator, and his special managers are mindedor not Mr Noel GLEESON, the Official Liquidator, and his special managers are mindedor not Mr Noel GLEESON, the Official Liquidator, and his special managers are minded

to investigate internally as to the conduct of the BCCHK' s former management?to investigate internally as to the conduct of the BCCHK' s former management?to investigate internally as to the conduct of the BCCHK' s former management?to investigate internally as to the conduct of the BCCHK' s former management?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that we can, at this stage,FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that we can, at this stage,FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that we can, at this stage,FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I do not think that we can, at this stage,

make any judgment about the claims which have emerged; that really has to be dealtmake any judgment about the claims which have emerged; that really has to be dealtmake any judgment about the claims which have emerged; that really has to be dealtmake any judgment about the claims which have emerged; that really has to be dealt



with by the liquidator and, if necessary and appropriate, by the courts.with by the liquidator and, if necessary and appropriate, by the courts.with by the liquidator and, if necessary and appropriate, by the courts.with by the liquidator and, if necessary and appropriate, by the courts.

MR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the AdministrationMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the AdministrationMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the AdministrationMR CHEUNG MAN-KWONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration

inform this Council whether our present banking supervision is adequate?  Apart frominform this Council whether our present banking supervision is adequate?  Apart frominform this Council whether our present banking supervision is adequate?  Apart frominform this Council whether our present banking supervision is adequate?  Apart from

introducing the Banking Amendment Bill just mentioned in the reply, are there anyintroducing the Banking Amendment Bill just mentioned in the reply, are there anyintroducing the Banking Amendment Bill just mentioned in the reply, are there anyintroducing the Banking Amendment Bill just mentioned in the reply, are there any

other ways by which more protection can be provided to depositors and the public soother ways by which more protection can be provided to depositors and the public soother ways by which more protection can be provided to depositors and the public soother ways by which more protection can be provided to depositors and the public so

that confidence in our banks can be enhanced?that confidence in our banks can be enhanced?that confidence in our banks can be enhanced?that confidence in our banks can be enhanced?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, on the question of monitoring, I believeFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, on the question of monitoring, I believeFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, on the question of monitoring, I believeFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, on the question of monitoring, I believe

that we have in place a very comprehensive scheme both for deciding which banks shouldthat we have in place a very comprehensive scheme both for deciding which banks shouldthat we have in place a very comprehensive scheme both for deciding which banks shouldthat we have in place a very comprehensive scheme both for deciding which banks should

be authorized to operate in the first place and subsequently to monitor how theybe authorized to operate in the first place and subsequently to monitor how theybe authorized to operate in the first place and subsequently to monitor how theybe authorized to operate in the first place and subsequently to monitor how they

perform their functions. Banks are of course subject to the Banking Ordinance andperform their functions. Banks are of course subject to the Banking Ordinance andperform their functions. Banks are of course subject to the Banking Ordinance andperform their functions. Banks are of course subject to the Banking Ordinance and

to the Commissioner of Banking and are required to provide regular information onto the Commissioner of Banking and are required to provide regular information onto the Commissioner of Banking and are required to provide regular information onto the Commissioner of Banking and are required to provide regular information on

their operations to the Commissioner of Banking.  There are also a number oftheir operations to the Commissioner of Banking.  There are also a number oftheir operations to the Commissioner of Banking.  There are also a number oftheir operations to the Commissioner of Banking.  There are also a number of

provisions as regards capital adequacy and the like.  But it is also true, it hasprovisions as regards capital adequacy and the like.  But it is also true, it hasprovisions as regards capital adequacy and the like.  But it is also true, it hasprovisions as regards capital adequacy and the like.  But it is also true, it has

to be said, that all the monitoring in the world will not always reveal unrecordedto be said, that all the monitoring in the world will not always reveal unrecordedto be said, that all the monitoring in the world will not always reveal unrecordedto be said, that all the monitoring in the world will not always reveal unrecorded

transactions; they are difficult to find, even by the auditors of the companytransactions; they are difficult to find, even by the auditors of the companytransactions; they are difficult to find, even by the auditors of the companytransactions; they are difficult to find, even by the auditors of the company

concerned.concerned.concerned.concerned.

I think the second part of the question rI think the second part of the question rI think the second part of the question rI think the second part of the question related to what might be done forelated to what might be done forelated to what might be done forelated to what might be done for

depositors in such cases.  Apart from continuing to keep our banking system anddepositors in such cases.  Apart from continuing to keep our banking system anddepositors in such cases.  Apart from continuing to keep our banking system anddepositors in such cases.  Apart from continuing to keep our banking system and

banking legislation under review, I think we have also recently published for publicbanking legislation under review, I think we have also recently published for publicbanking legislation under review, I think we have also recently published for publicbanking legislation under review, I think we have also recently published for public

comment a paper on the question of some sort of deposit protection scheme.  Clearlycomment a paper on the question of some sort of deposit protection scheme.  Clearlycomment a paper on the question of some sort of deposit protection scheme.  Clearlycomment a paper on the question of some sort of deposit protection scheme.  Clearly

there are arguments both for and against such a scheme.  In that paper we also floatedthere are arguments both for and against such a scheme.  In that paper we also floatedthere are arguments both for and against such a scheme.  In that paper we also floatedthere are arguments both for and against such a scheme.  In that paper we also floated

the idea that there might be another option involving change to legislation whichthe idea that there might be another option involving change to legislation whichthe idea that there might be another option involving change to legislation whichthe idea that there might be another option involving change to legislation which

would give some priority to depositors in the event of a winding-up.  But in the end,would give some priority to depositors in the event of a winding-up.  But in the end,would give some priority to depositors in the event of a winding-up.  But in the end,would give some priority to depositors in the event of a winding-up.  But in the end,

the key factor is to ensure that these organizations -- organizations which becomethe key factor is to ensure that these organizations -- organizations which becomethe key factor is to ensure that these organizations -- organizations which becomethe key factor is to ensure that these organizations -- organizations which become

banks -- are proper, respectable organizations.banks -- are proper, respectable organizations.banks -- are proper, respectable organizations.banks -- are proper, respectable organizations.

DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Government about the "Blue Arrow"DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Government about the "Blue Arrow"DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Government about the "Blue Arrow"DR HUANG CHEN-YA: Mr Deputy President, may I ask the Government about the "Blue Arrow"

affair in England which suggests that the Bank of England may not have supervisedaffair in England which suggests that the Bank of England may not have supervisedaffair in England which suggests that the Bank of England may not have supervisedaffair in England which suggests that the Bank of England may not have supervised

the banks properly in England.  Has the Government studied the circumstances of thethe banks properly in England.  Has the Government studied the circumstances of thethe banks properly in England.  Has the Government studied the circumstances of thethe banks properly in England.  Has the Government studied the circumstances of the

"Blue Arrow" affair to see whether similar kinds of problems may arise in Hong Kong"Blue Arrow" affair to see whether similar kinds of problems may arise in Hong Kong"Blue Arrow" affair to see whether similar kinds of problems may arise in Hong Kong"Blue Arrow" affair to see whether similar kinds of problems may arise in Hong Kong

and give rise to a crisis in the banking industry?and give rise to a crisis in the banking industry?and give rise to a crisis in the banking industry?and give rise to a crisis in the banking industry?



DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Can you answer that, Financial Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Can you answer that, Financial Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Can you answer that, Financial Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Can you answer that, Financial Secretary?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: As far as I am aware, the "Blue Arrow" affair does not fall withinFINANCIAL SECRETARY: As far as I am aware, the "Blue Arrow" affair does not fall withinFINANCIAL SECRETARY: As far as I am aware, the "Blue Arrow" affair does not fall withinFINANCIAL SECRETARY: As far as I am aware, the "Blue Arrow" affair does not fall within

the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.the jurisdiction of the Hong Kong Government.

MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Administration has more thanMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Administration has more thanMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Administration has more thanMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the Administration has more than

once used taxpayers' money to rescue banks that were in trouble, and depositorsonce used taxpayers' money to rescue banks that were in trouble, and depositorsonce used taxpayers' money to rescue banks that were in trouble, and depositorsonce used taxpayers' money to rescue banks that were in trouble, and depositors

affected were thus protected.  But clearly this time the Administration did notaffected were thus protected.  But clearly this time the Administration did notaffected were thus protected.  But clearly this time the Administration did notaffected were thus protected.  But clearly this time the Administration did not

respond in the same way, and this has made the BCCHK depositors very infurious andrespond in the same way, and this has made the BCCHK depositors very infurious andrespond in the same way, and this has made the BCCHK depositors very infurious andrespond in the same way, and this has made the BCCHK depositors very infurious and

unhappy with the way the Administration handled the incident.  Moreover, it has alsounhappy with the way the Administration handled the incident.  Moreover, it has alsounhappy with the way the Administration handled the incident.  Moreover, it has alsounhappy with the way the Administration handled the incident.  Moreover, it has also

aroused public concern.  For the sake of giving the BCCHK depositors a fair treatmentaroused public concern.  For the sake of giving the BCCHK depositors a fair treatmentaroused public concern.  For the sake of giving the BCCHK depositors a fair treatmentaroused public concern.  For the sake of giving the BCCHK depositors a fair treatment

and allaying the anxieties of the public, will the Administration consider conductingand allaying the anxieties of the public, will the Administration consider conductingand allaying the anxieties of the public, will the Administration consider conductingand allaying the anxieties of the public, will the Administration consider conducting

an independent inquiry to see if there was neglect of duties on the part of anyan independent inquiry to see if there was neglect of duties on the part of anyan independent inquiry to see if there was neglect of duties on the part of anyan independent inquiry to see if there was neglect of duties on the part of any

officials in handling the case and, more importantly, whether there are ways toofficials in handling the case and, more importantly, whether there are ways toofficials in handling the case and, more importantly, whether there are ways toofficials in handling the case and, more importantly, whether there are ways to

prevent such sad event from happening again?prevent such sad event from happening again?prevent such sad event from happening again?prevent such sad event from happening again?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I have already answered the second partFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I have already answered the second partFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I have already answered the second partFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I have already answered the second part

of the question relating to an inquiry.  With regard to the first part that in someof the question relating to an inquiry.  With regard to the first part that in someof the question relating to an inquiry.  With regard to the first part that in someof the question relating to an inquiry.  With regard to the first part that in some

previous cases we have used public money to rescue banks, at the time that thoseprevious cases we have used public money to rescue banks, at the time that thoseprevious cases we have used public money to rescue banks, at the time that thoseprevious cases we have used public money to rescue banks, at the time that those

decisions were taken it was made very clear in this Council that there would be nodecisions were taken it was made very clear in this Council that there would be nodecisions were taken it was made very clear in this Council that there would be nodecisions were taken it was made very clear in this Council that there would be no

question of automatic rescue of banks which got into trouble and that the primequestion of automatic rescue of banks which got into trouble and that the primequestion of automatic rescue of banks which got into trouble and that the primequestion of automatic rescue of banks which got into trouble and that the prime

consideration had to be whether the monetary and banking system was at risk, and thatconsideration had to be whether the monetary and banking system was at risk, and thatconsideration had to be whether the monetary and banking system was at risk, and thatconsideration had to be whether the monetary and banking system was at risk, and that

must be the prime consideration.  And very clearly, in this case, that was not so.must be the prime consideration.  And very clearly, in this case, that was not so.must be the prime consideration.  And very clearly, in this case, that was not so.must be the prime consideration.  And very clearly, in this case, that was not so.

MR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, would the Financial Secretary inform this CouncilMR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, would the Financial Secretary inform this CouncilMR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, would the Financial Secretary inform this CouncilMR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, would the Financial Secretary inform this Council

whether the failure to record any liability in the books of a bank constitutes anwhether the failure to record any liability in the books of a bank constitutes anwhether the failure to record any liability in the books of a bank constitutes anwhether the failure to record any liability in the books of a bank constitutes an

offence or a breach of any existing regulation or legislation regulating the operationoffence or a breach of any existing regulation or legislation regulating the operationoffence or a breach of any existing regulation or legislation regulating the operationoffence or a breach of any existing regulation or legislation regulating the operation

of a bank?of a bank?of a bank?of a bank?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, it is against the law to keep false orFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, it is against the law to keep false orFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, it is against the law to keep false orFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, it is against the law to keep false or

incomplete accounting records.  Under the Theft Ordinance, persons convicted ofincomplete accounting records.  Under the Theft Ordinance, persons convicted ofincomplete accounting records.  Under the Theft Ordinance, persons convicted ofincomplete accounting records.  Under the Theft Ordinance, persons convicted of

false accounting are liable to imprisonment for 10 years.  The Companies Ordinancefalse accounting are liable to imprisonment for 10 years.  The Companies Ordinancefalse accounting are liable to imprisonment for 10 years.  The Companies Ordinancefalse accounting are liable to imprisonment for 10 years.  The Companies Ordinance

also requires every company to keep proper books of account with respect to, amongalso requires every company to keep proper books of account with respect to, amongalso requires every company to keep proper books of account with respect to, amongalso requires every company to keep proper books of account with respect to, among



other things, all assets and liabilities of the company.  Any director of a companyother things, all assets and liabilities of the company.  Any director of a companyother things, all assets and liabilities of the company.  Any director of a companyother things, all assets and liabilities of the company.  Any director of a company

who fails to take all reasonable steps to ensure this is done, or has caused thewho fails to take all reasonable steps to ensure this is done, or has caused thewho fails to take all reasonable steps to ensure this is done, or has caused thewho fails to take all reasonable steps to ensure this is done, or has caused the

company's failure to comply by his wilful act, is liable to a fine and imprisonment.company's failure to comply by his wilful act, is liable to a fine and imprisonment.company's failure to comply by his wilful act, is liable to a fine and imprisonment.company's failure to comply by his wilful act, is liable to a fine and imprisonment.

Banks are also required to file regular returns to the Commissioner of Banking showingBanks are also required to file regular returns to the Commissioner of Banking showingBanks are also required to file regular returns to the Commissioner of Banking showingBanks are also required to file regular returns to the Commissioner of Banking showing

their assets and liabilities.  Anyone signing such documents who knows, or whotheir assets and liabilities.  Anyone signing such documents who knows, or whotheir assets and liabilities.  Anyone signing such documents who knows, or whotheir assets and liabilities.  Anyone signing such documents who knows, or who

reasonably ought to have known, they contained false information is liable onreasonably ought to have known, they contained false information is liable onreasonably ought to have known, they contained false information is liable onreasonably ought to have known, they contained false information is liable on

conviction to two years' imprisonment and a fine of $500,000.conviction to two years' imprisonment and a fine of $500,000.conviction to two years' imprisonment and a fine of $500,000.conviction to two years' imprisonment and a fine of $500,000.

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council whether it will consider paying to the BCCHK depositors on recoveringthis Council whether it will consider paying to the BCCHK depositors on recoveringthis Council whether it will consider paying to the BCCHK depositors on recoveringthis Council whether it will consider paying to the BCCHK depositors on recovering

part of their deposits part of the interest on such deposits as a protection of theirpart of their deposits part of the interest on such deposits as a protection of theirpart of their deposits part of the interest on such deposits as a protection of theirpart of their deposits part of the interest on such deposits as a protection of their

right?  If not, why not?right?  If not, why not?right?  If not, why not?right?  If not, why not?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It does not really fall within the scope of the main question butDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It does not really fall within the scope of the main question butDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It does not really fall within the scope of the main question butDEPUTY PRESIDENT: It does not really fall within the scope of the main question but

are you minded to try and answer, Financial Secretary?are you minded to try and answer, Financial Secretary?are you minded to try and answer, Financial Secretary?are you minded to try and answer, Financial Secretary?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: No, Mr Deputy President.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: No, Mr Deputy President.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: No, Mr Deputy President.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: No, Mr Deputy President.

MR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR LAU CHIN-SHEK (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council up to now how much has been spent by the liquidator of BCCHK sincethis Council up to now how much has been spent by the liquidator of BCCHK sincethis Council up to now how much has been spent by the liquidator of BCCHK sincethis Council up to now how much has been spent by the liquidator of BCCHK since

winding-up?  How much more will be spent?  In view of the plight of the BCCHKwinding-up?  How much more will be spent?  In view of the plight of the BCCHKwinding-up?  How much more will be spent?  In view of the plight of the BCCHKwinding-up?  How much more will be spent?  In view of the plight of the BCCHK

depositors, can the cost incurred be borne by the Administration?depositors, can the cost incurred be borne by the Administration?depositors, can the cost incurred be borne by the Administration?depositors, can the cost incurred be borne by the Administration?

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The same comment, I would think, Financial Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The same comment, I would think, Financial Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The same comment, I would think, Financial Secretary?DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The same comment, I would think, Financial Secretary?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: I would not wish to answer, Mr Deputy President.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: I would not wish to answer, Mr Deputy President.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: I would not wish to answer, Mr Deputy President.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: I would not wish to answer, Mr Deputy President.

Provision of public servicesProvision of public servicesProvision of public servicesProvision of public services

4.4.4.4. MR FRED LI asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council of theMR FRED LI asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council of theMR FRED LI asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council of theMR FRED LI asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council of the

criteria which have been used in deciding whether a service for the public shouldcriteria which have been used in deciding whether a service for the public shouldcriteria which have been used in deciding whether a service for the public shouldcriteria which have been used in deciding whether a service for the public should



be provided:be provided:be provided:be provided:

(a)(a)(a)(a) directly by the Government; ordirectly by the Government; ordirectly by the Government; ordirectly by the Government; or

(b)(b)(b)(b) by a public corporation established through legislation; orby a public corporation established through legislation; orby a public corporation established through legislation; orby a public corporation established through legislation; or

(c)(c)(c)(c) by a private corporation operated under some form of control mechanism; orby a private corporation operated under some form of control mechanism; orby a private corporation operated under some form of control mechanism; orby a private corporation operated under some form of control mechanism; or

(d)(d)(d)(d) by a privateby a privateby a privateby a private corporation without the imposition of any control mechanism? corporation without the imposition of any control mechanism? corporation without the imposition of any control mechanism? corporation without the imposition of any control mechanism?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we are essentially pragmatic in suchFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we are essentially pragmatic in suchFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we are essentially pragmatic in suchFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we are essentially pragmatic in such

matters, but in general terms, the Government would prefer services and facilitiesmatters, but in general terms, the Government would prefer services and facilitiesmatters, but in general terms, the Government would prefer services and facilitiesmatters, but in general terms, the Government would prefer services and facilities

to be provided by the private sector where it is willing and able to do so, and whereto be provided by the private sector where it is willing and able to do so, and whereto be provided by the private sector where it is willing and able to do so, and whereto be provided by the private sector where it is willing and able to do so, and where

the public interest can be adequately safeguarded.  Thus for example, most publicthe public interest can be adequately safeguarded.  Thus for example, most publicthe public interest can be adequately safeguarded.  Thus for example, most publicthe public interest can be adequately safeguarded.  Thus for example, most public

transport, harbour crossings, broadcasting, power generation and distribution andtransport, harbour crossings, broadcasting, power generation and distribution andtransport, harbour crossings, broadcasting, power generation and distribution andtransport, harbour crossings, broadcasting, power generation and distribution and

telecommunications are provided by the private sector.  Where these businesses aretelecommunications are provided by the private sector.  Where these businesses aretelecommunications are provided by the private sector.  Where these businesses aretelecommunications are provided by the private sector.  Where these businesses are

monopolies or quasi-monopolies, the public interest is usually safeguarded throughmonopolies or quasi-monopolies, the public interest is usually safeguarded throughmonopolies or quasi-monopolies, the public interest is usually safeguarded throughmonopolies or quasi-monopolies, the public interest is usually safeguarded through

franchise and/or licensing arrangements of some sort.franchise and/or licensing arrangements of some sort.franchise and/or licensing arrangements of some sort.franchise and/or licensing arrangements of some sort.

Where a public service needs to be provided, and there is merit in givWhere a public service needs to be provided, and there is merit in givWhere a public service needs to be provided, and there is merit in givWhere a public service needs to be provided, and there is merit in giving itsing itsing itsing its

management a large degree of autonomy and in ensuring that it operates the servicemanagement a large degree of autonomy and in ensuring that it operates the servicemanagement a large degree of autonomy and in ensuring that it operates the servicemanagement a large degree of autonomy and in ensuring that it operates the service

in accordance with prudent commercial principles, we tend to seek to provide itin accordance with prudent commercial principles, we tend to seek to provide itin accordance with prudent commercial principles, we tend to seek to provide itin accordance with prudent commercial principles, we tend to seek to provide it

through the mechanism of a statutory corporation. The Mass Transit Railwaythrough the mechanism of a statutory corporation. The Mass Transit Railwaythrough the mechanism of a statutory corporation. The Mass Transit Railwaythrough the mechanism of a statutory corporation. The Mass Transit Railway

Corporation, the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation and the Hong Kong Export CreditCorporation, the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation and the Hong Kong Export CreditCorporation, the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation and the Hong Kong Export CreditCorporation, the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation and the Hong Kong Export Credit

Insurance Corporation are cases in point.Insurance Corporation are cases in point.Insurance Corporation are cases in point.Insurance Corporation are cases in point.

Where a public service is needed, but the private sector is either unable orWhere a public service is needed, but the private sector is either unable orWhere a public service is needed, but the private sector is either unable orWhere a public service is needed, but the private sector is either unable or

unwilling to do so (either because of its size or because it is not commerciallyunwilling to do so (either because of its size or because it is not commerciallyunwilling to do so (either because of its size or because it is not commerciallyunwilling to do so (either because of its size or because it is not commercially

viable), the Government would consider providing that service.  We would, however,viable), the Government would consider providing that service.  We would, however,viable), the Government would consider providing that service.  We would, however,viable), the Government would consider providing that service.  We would, however,

ask ourselves whether alternatively the service could be provided efficiently andask ourselves whether alternatively the service could be provided efficiently andask ourselves whether alternatively the service could be provided efficiently andask ourselves whether alternatively the service could be provided efficiently and

effectively through the mechanism of voluntary agencies.  Hence aided schools andeffectively through the mechanism of voluntary agencies.  Hence aided schools andeffectively through the mechanism of voluntary agencies.  Hence aided schools andeffectively through the mechanism of voluntary agencies.  Hence aided schools and

subvented hospitals and welfare agencies form the bulk of our social services. Wheresubvented hospitals and welfare agencies form the bulk of our social services. Wheresubvented hospitals and welfare agencies form the bulk of our social services. Wheresubvented hospitals and welfare agencies form the bulk of our social services. Where

the service cannot be provided in that way, the Government would assume the directthe service cannot be provided in that way, the Government would assume the directthe service cannot be provided in that way, the Government would assume the directthe service cannot be provided in that way, the Government would assume the direct

responsibility of delivering the service through a government department.responsibility of delivering the service through a government department.responsibility of delivering the service through a government department.responsibility of delivering the service through a government department.

MR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform this CouncilMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform this CouncilMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform this CouncilMR FRED LI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform this Council



what mechanism is in place to control statutory corporations that provide publicwhat mechanism is in place to control statutory corporations that provide publicwhat mechanism is in place to control statutory corporations that provide publicwhat mechanism is in place to control statutory corporations that provide public

services and operate on a commercial basis?services and operate on a commercial basis?services and operate on a commercial basis?services and operate on a commercial basis?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, in broad terms we use a number of means.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, in broad terms we use a number of means.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, in broad terms we use a number of means.FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, in broad terms we use a number of means.

We may of course sit on the board of the corporation; there is control through theWe may of course sit on the board of the corporation; there is control through theWe may of course sit on the board of the corporation; there is control through theWe may of course sit on the board of the corporation; there is control through the

provisions of the statute which governs the corporation; there are often requirementsprovisions of the statute which governs the corporation; there are often requirementsprovisions of the statute which governs the corporation; there are often requirementsprovisions of the statute which governs the corporation; there are often requirements

under the statute to provide, for instance, annual accounts and annual business plans;under the statute to provide, for instance, annual accounts and annual business plans;under the statute to provide, for instance, annual accounts and annual business plans;under the statute to provide, for instance, annual accounts and annual business plans;

there are normally regular meetings between the relevant Policy Secretary and thethere are normally regular meetings between the relevant Policy Secretary and thethere are normally regular meetings between the relevant Policy Secretary and thethere are normally regular meetings between the relevant Policy Secretary and the

corporation.  So there are a range of methods used and I do not think there is onecorporation.  So there are a range of methods used and I do not think there is onecorporation.  So there are a range of methods used and I do not think there is onecorporation.  So there are a range of methods used and I do not think there is one

single standard method which applies to all such cases.single standard method which applies to all such cases.single standard method which applies to all such cases.single standard method which applies to all such cases.

MR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council whether economies and cost recovery are the important criteria inthis Council whether economies and cost recovery are the important criteria inthis Council whether economies and cost recovery are the important criteria inthis Council whether economies and cost recovery are the important criteria in

deciding whether a public service should be provided by a government or non-governmentdeciding whether a public service should be provided by a government or non-governmentdeciding whether a public service should be provided by a government or non-governmentdeciding whether a public service should be provided by a government or non-government

organization?organization?organization?organization?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly those factors would be the onesFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly those factors would be the onesFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly those factors would be the onesFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly those factors would be the ones

close to my heart.close to my heart.close to my heart.close to my heart.

MR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up theMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up theMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up theMR TIK CHI-YUEN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to follow up the

question raised by Mr Fred LI.  There have been criticisms that some statutoryquestion raised by Mr Fred LI.  There have been criticisms that some statutoryquestion raised by Mr Fred LI.  There have been criticisms that some statutoryquestion raised by Mr Fred LI.  There have been criticisms that some statutory

corporations are not under adequate control.  Does the Administration have any plancorporations are not under adequate control.  Does the Administration have any plancorporations are not under adequate control.  Does the Administration have any plancorporations are not under adequate control.  Does the Administration have any plan

to review the control over the operation of these corporations, especially in theto review the control over the operation of these corporations, especially in theto review the control over the operation of these corporations, especially in theto review the control over the operation of these corporations, especially in the

context of enhancing public participation and monitoring, so that public interestcontext of enhancing public participation and monitoring, so that public interestcontext of enhancing public participation and monitoring, so that public interestcontext of enhancing public participation and monitoring, so that public interest

can be safeguarded?can be safeguarded?can be safeguarded?can be safeguarded?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are departing quite a long wayFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are departing quite a long wayFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are departing quite a long wayFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I think we are departing quite a long way

from criteria used in deciding whether a service to the public should be providedfrom criteria used in deciding whether a service to the public should be providedfrom criteria used in deciding whether a service to the public should be providedfrom criteria used in deciding whether a service to the public should be provided

in various ways, and I have difficulty with the generality of the question.  I doin various ways, and I have difficulty with the generality of the question.  I doin various ways, and I have difficulty with the generality of the question.  I doin various ways, and I have difficulty with the generality of the question.  I do

not think I can add to that comment.not think I can add to that comment.not think I can add to that comment.not think I can add to that comment.

PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, this question may have an indirect bearing.PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, this question may have an indirect bearing.PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, this question may have an indirect bearing.PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, this question may have an indirect bearing.

In safeguarding public interest, can the Secretary inform this Council as to theIn safeguarding public interest, can the Secretary inform this Council as to theIn safeguarding public interest, can the Secretary inform this Council as to theIn safeguarding public interest, can the Secretary inform this Council as to the

course of action to be taken by the Government when some business, because of itscourse of action to be taken by the Government when some business, because of itscourse of action to be taken by the Government when some business, because of itscourse of action to be taken by the Government when some business, because of its



size, has evolved into a quasi-monopoly?size, has evolved into a quasi-monopoly?size, has evolved into a quasi-monopoly?size, has evolved into a quasi-monopoly?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we, of course, have a number of monopoliesFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we, of course, have a number of monopoliesFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we, of course, have a number of monopoliesFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, we, of course, have a number of monopolies

or quasi-monopolies in Hong Kong, and we have a number of well-known ways of dealingor quasi-monopolies in Hong Kong, and we have a number of well-known ways of dealingor quasi-monopolies in Hong Kong, and we have a number of well-known ways of dealingor quasi-monopolies in Hong Kong, and we have a number of well-known ways of dealing

with them.  We have schemes of control, we can have franchise agreements, and we canwith them.  We have schemes of control, we can have franchise agreements, and we canwith them.  We have schemes of control, we can have franchise agreements, and we canwith them.  We have schemes of control, we can have franchise agreements, and we can

have regulating Ordinances.  If they are providing services to the public, we alsohave regulating Ordinances.  If they are providing services to the public, we alsohave regulating Ordinances.  If they are providing services to the public, we alsohave regulating Ordinances.  If they are providing services to the public, we also

very often have some reserve powers on the charges which are made to the public.  Again,very often have some reserve powers on the charges which are made to the public.  Again,very often have some reserve powers on the charges which are made to the public.  Again,very often have some reserve powers on the charges which are made to the public.  Again,

in answer to a general question, I am afraid I can only give a general answer.in answer to a general question, I am afraid I can only give a general answer.in answer to a general question, I am afraid I can only give a general answer.in answer to a general question, I am afraid I can only give a general answer.

MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given his answer that the Government prefersMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given his answer that the Government prefersMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given his answer that the Government prefersMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, given his answer that the Government prefers

services to be provided by the private sector, could the Financial Secretary explainservices to be provided by the private sector, could the Financial Secretary explainservices to be provided by the private sector, could the Financial Secretary explainservices to be provided by the private sector, could the Financial Secretary explain

why there has been so little privatization in recent years, and could he enlightenwhy there has been so little privatization in recent years, and could he enlightenwhy there has been so little privatization in recent years, and could he enlightenwhy there has been so little privatization in recent years, and could he enlighten

us as to his strategy in the future?us as to his strategy in the future?us as to his strategy in the future?us as to his strategy in the future?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there was a question in this Council onFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there was a question in this Council onFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there was a question in this Council onFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, there was a question in this Council on

26 February on privatization in which we did outline our position on privatization.26 February on privatization in which we did outline our position on privatization.26 February on privatization in which we did outline our position on privatization.26 February on privatization in which we did outline our position on privatization.

But just perhaps to elaborate on that question a little, we are not ideological inBut just perhaps to elaborate on that question a little, we are not ideological inBut just perhaps to elaborate on that question a little, we are not ideological inBut just perhaps to elaborate on that question a little, we are not ideological in

this matter; we have to be very convinced that there is a case for changing the statusthis matter; we have to be very convinced that there is a case for changing the statusthis matter; we have to be very convinced that there is a case for changing the statusthis matter; we have to be very convinced that there is a case for changing the status

of a department or a corporation. And in recent years I think it is true to say thatof a department or a corporation. And in recent years I think it is true to say thatof a department or a corporation. And in recent years I think it is true to say thatof a department or a corporation. And in recent years I think it is true to say that

although there has been some modest privatization -- and I can think, for example,although there has been some modest privatization -- and I can think, for example,although there has been some modest privatization -- and I can think, for example,although there has been some modest privatization -- and I can think, for example,

of abattoirs -- there has been more of an emphasis on corporatization and onof abattoirs -- there has been more of an emphasis on corporatization and onof abattoirs -- there has been more of an emphasis on corporatization and onof abattoirs -- there has been more of an emphasis on corporatization and on

contracting-out.contracting-out.contracting-out.contracting-out.

MR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR MICHAEL HO (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council what existing services are likely to be hived off from the public sector,this Council what existing services are likely to be hived off from the public sector,this Council what existing services are likely to be hived off from the public sector,this Council what existing services are likely to be hived off from the public sector,

and the reasons for doing so?and the reasons for doing so?and the reasons for doing so?and the reasons for doing so?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe this question has already beenFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe this question has already beenFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe this question has already beenFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe this question has already been

fully answered on 26 February.fully answered on 26 February.fully answered on 26 February.fully answered on 26 February.

DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform thisDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform thisDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform thisDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform this

Council of the reasons for establishing such bodies as the Hospital Authority, andCouncil of the reasons for establishing such bodies as the Hospital Authority, andCouncil of the reasons for establishing such bodies as the Hospital Authority, andCouncil of the reasons for establishing such bodies as the Hospital Authority, and



the ways and means the Administration can enhance the accountability of the Hospitalthe ways and means the Administration can enhance the accountability of the Hospitalthe ways and means the Administration can enhance the accountability of the Hospitalthe ways and means the Administration can enhance the accountability of the Hospital

Authority to the public?Authority to the public?Authority to the public?Authority to the public?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that the main reason was toFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that the main reason was toFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that the main reason was toFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I believe that the main reason was to

improve the efficiency of the hospitals, both public -- that is to say, government-runimprove the efficiency of the hospitals, both public -- that is to say, government-runimprove the efficiency of the hospitals, both public -- that is to say, government-runimprove the efficiency of the hospitals, both public -- that is to say, government-run

at that time -- and subvented, and thereby to provide a better service to the public.at that time -- and subvented, and thereby to provide a better service to the public.at that time -- and subvented, and thereby to provide a better service to the public.at that time -- and subvented, and thereby to provide a better service to the public.

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the second paragraphMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the second paragraphMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the second paragraphMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the second paragraph

of the Secretary's reply, will the Administration inform this Council, if publicof the Secretary's reply, will the Administration inform this Council, if publicof the Secretary's reply, will the Administration inform this Council, if publicof the Secretary's reply, will the Administration inform this Council, if public

services which are related to the interests of the community at large are to beservices which are related to the interests of the community at large are to beservices which are related to the interests of the community at large are to beservices which are related to the interests of the community at large are to be

privatized, whether the financial burden thus passed on to members of the public willprivatized, whether the financial burden thus passed on to members of the public willprivatized, whether the financial burden thus passed on to members of the public willprivatized, whether the financial burden thus passed on to members of the public will

be the prime factor considered by the Government?be the prime factor considered by the Government?be the prime factor considered by the Government?be the prime factor considered by the Government?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly one of the prime factors to beFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly one of the prime factors to beFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly one of the prime factors to beFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, certainly one of the prime factors to be

taken into account is of course the interests of the public, and I think I referredtaken into account is of course the interests of the public, and I think I referredtaken into account is of course the interests of the public, and I think I referredtaken into account is of course the interests of the public, and I think I referred

earlier in particular to the question of charging.earlier in particular to the question of charging.earlier in particular to the question of charging.earlier in particular to the question of charging.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the Financial Secretary, in the last paragraphMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the Financial Secretary, in the last paragraphMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the Financial Secretary, in the last paragraphMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, the Financial Secretary, in the last paragraph

of his reply, referred to subvented hospitals providing the bulk of our socialof his reply, referred to subvented hospitals providing the bulk of our socialof his reply, referred to subvented hospitals providing the bulk of our socialof his reply, referred to subvented hospitals providing the bulk of our social

services whereby I take it that he means the medical part of our social services.services whereby I take it that he means the medical part of our social services.services whereby I take it that he means the medical part of our social services.services whereby I take it that he means the medical part of our social services.

Would the Financial Secretary advise whether he was referring to the HospitalWould the Financial Secretary advise whether he was referring to the HospitalWould the Financial Secretary advise whether he was referring to the HospitalWould the Financial Secretary advise whether he was referring to the Hospital

Authority which comprises the ex-government as well as the ex-subvented hospitals?Authority which comprises the ex-government as well as the ex-subvented hospitals?Authority which comprises the ex-government as well as the ex-subvented hospitals?Authority which comprises the ex-government as well as the ex-subvented hospitals?

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, my understanding is that those hospitalsFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, my understanding is that those hospitalsFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, my understanding is that those hospitalsFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, my understanding is that those hospitals

are subvented hospitals whether ex-government or ex-subvented.are subvented hospitals whether ex-government or ex-subvented.are subvented hospitals whether ex-government or ex-subvented.are subvented hospitals whether ex-government or ex-subvented.

Wooden planks used in government construction projectsWooden planks used in government construction projectsWooden planks used in government construction projectsWooden planks used in government construction projects

5.5.5.5. MR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this CouncilMR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this CouncilMR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this CouncilMR MAN SAI-CHEONG asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council

of the following:of the following:of the following:of the following:

(a)(a)(a)(a) what proportion of wooden planks and boards used in government constructionwhat proportion of wooden planks and boards used in government constructionwhat proportion of wooden planks and boards used in government constructionwhat proportion of wooden planks and boards used in government construction



projects are imported from countries with tropical rain forests;projects are imported from countries with tropical rain forests;projects are imported from countries with tropical rain forests;projects are imported from countries with tropical rain forests;

(b)(b)(b)(b) how thow thow thow these wooden planks and boards are disposed of after use;hese wooden planks and boards are disposed of after use;hese wooden planks and boards are disposed of after use;hese wooden planks and boards are disposed of after use;

(c)(c)(c)(c) what measures there are to encourage the re-use or re-cycling of these woodenwhat measures there are to encourage the re-use or re-cycling of these woodenwhat measures there are to encourage the re-use or re-cycling of these woodenwhat measures there are to encourage the re-use or re-cycling of these wooden

planks and boards, and particularly, whether there is consideration to impose feesplanks and boards, and particularly, whether there is consideration to impose feesplanks and boards, and particularly, whether there is consideration to impose feesplanks and boards, and particularly, whether there is consideration to impose fees

and charges on their disposal?and charges on their disposal?and charges on their disposal?and charges on their disposal?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) Wooden planks and boards used in government construction projects in the mainWooden planks and boards used in government construction projects in the mainWooden planks and boards used in government construction projects in the mainWooden planks and boards used in government construction projects in the main

are imported from countries in Southeast Asia, and may therefore be said to be aboutare imported from countries in Southeast Asia, and may therefore be said to be aboutare imported from countries in Southeast Asia, and may therefore be said to be aboutare imported from countries in Southeast Asia, and may therefore be said to be about

95% of tropical rain forest origin.95% of tropical rain forest origin.95% of tropical rain forest origin.95% of tropical rain forest origin.

(b)(b)(b)(b) WoWoWoWooden planks and boards when no longer usable are disposed of either byoden planks and boards when no longer usable are disposed of either byoden planks and boards when no longer usable are disposed of either byoden planks and boards when no longer usable are disposed of either by

taking to landfills or by burning on site.  No figures are available as to thetaking to landfills or by burning on site.  No figures are available as to thetaking to landfills or by burning on site.  No figures are available as to thetaking to landfills or by burning on site.  No figures are available as to the

proportion disposed of by either method. However burning is now much less common sinceproportion disposed of by either method. However burning is now much less common sinceproportion disposed of by either method. However burning is now much less common sinceproportion disposed of by either method. However burning is now much less common since

air pollution control measures have become more effective.air pollution control measures have become more effective.air pollution control measures have become more effective.air pollution control measures have become more effective.

(c)(c)(c)(c) There are at present no measures to encourage the recycling of wooden planksThere are at present no measures to encourage the recycling of wooden planksThere are at present no measures to encourage the recycling of wooden planksThere are at present no measures to encourage the recycling of wooden planks

and boards, however the increasing cost of timber itself does encourage maximum use.and boards, however the increasing cost of timber itself does encourage maximum use.and boards, however the increasing cost of timber itself does encourage maximum use.and boards, however the increasing cost of timber itself does encourage maximum use.

The Administration is currently considering charging for construction waste disposal,The Administration is currently considering charging for construction waste disposal,The Administration is currently considering charging for construction waste disposal,The Administration is currently considering charging for construction waste disposal,

together with proposals to establish sorting and recycling centres for constructiontogether with proposals to establish sorting and recycling centres for constructiontogether with proposals to establish sorting and recycling centres for constructiontogether with proposals to establish sorting and recycling centres for construction

waste including timber.waste including timber.waste including timber.waste including timber.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in the replyMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in the replyMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in the replyMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it was mentioned in the reply

that about 95% of the wooden planks and boards used in government constructionthat about 95% of the wooden planks and boards used in government constructionthat about 95% of the wooden planks and boards used in government constructionthat about 95% of the wooden planks and boards used in government construction

projects were of tropical rain forest origin.  Would the Government set an exampleprojects were of tropical rain forest origin.  Would the Government set an exampleprojects were of tropical rain forest origin.  Would the Government set an exampleprojects were of tropical rain forest origin.  Would the Government set an example

by minimizing or reducing the use of wooden planks and boards of tropical rain forestby minimizing or reducing the use of wooden planks and boards of tropical rain forestby minimizing or reducing the use of wooden planks and boards of tropical rain forestby minimizing or reducing the use of wooden planks and boards of tropical rain forest

origin in public housing estates and major works projects in response to the worldwideorigin in public housing estates and major works projects in response to the worldwideorigin in public housing estates and major works projects in response to the worldwideorigin in public housing estates and major works projects in response to the worldwide

appeal for rain forest protection?  If there are difficulties, what are they?appeal for rain forest protection?  If there are difficulties, what are they?appeal for rain forest protection?  If there are difficulties, what are they?appeal for rain forest protection?  If there are difficulties, what are they?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, as the question has rightly pointed out,SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, as the question has rightly pointed out,SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, as the question has rightly pointed out,SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, as the question has rightly pointed out,

the Housing Authority, where possible, has used industrialization and standard blocks.the Housing Authority, where possible, has used industrialization and standard blocks.the Housing Authority, where possible, has used industrialization and standard blocks.the Housing Authority, where possible, has used industrialization and standard blocks.

This is done, certainly, in the building sector.  The Architectural ServicesThis is done, certainly, in the building sector.  The Architectural ServicesThis is done, certainly, in the building sector.  The Architectural ServicesThis is done, certainly, in the building sector.  The Architectural Services



Department, wherever there are standard items such as schools, is indeed ensuringDepartment, wherever there are standard items such as schools, is indeed ensuringDepartment, wherever there are standard items such as schools, is indeed ensuringDepartment, wherever there are standard items such as schools, is indeed ensuring

that elements of the structure are as standard in terms of common dimensions asthat elements of the structure are as standard in terms of common dimensions asthat elements of the structure are as standard in terms of common dimensions asthat elements of the structure are as standard in terms of common dimensions as

possible in order to encourage the use of materials other than timber for constructionpossible in order to encourage the use of materials other than timber for constructionpossible in order to encourage the use of materials other than timber for constructionpossible in order to encourage the use of materials other than timber for construction

purposes.  This is not quite so easy in the civil engineering services where the typepurposes.  This is not quite so easy in the civil engineering services where the typepurposes.  This is not quite so easy in the civil engineering services where the typepurposes.  This is not quite so easy in the civil engineering services where the type

of work requires elements of different nature to carry different forces.  However,of work requires elements of different nature to carry different forces.  However,of work requires elements of different nature to carry different forces.  However,of work requires elements of different nature to carry different forces.  However,

in major structures the Government has actively encouraged the use of systems whichin major structures the Government has actively encouraged the use of systems whichin major structures the Government has actively encouraged the use of systems whichin major structures the Government has actively encouraged the use of systems which

can employ formwork which is reusable rather than simply employing timber.can employ formwork which is reusable rather than simply employing timber.can employ formwork which is reusable rather than simply employing timber.can employ formwork which is reusable rather than simply employing timber.

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this CouncilMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this CouncilMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this CouncilMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary please inform this Council

whether the use of steel formwork has resulted in a fairly significant reduction inwhether the use of steel formwork has resulted in a fairly significant reduction inwhether the use of steel formwork has resulted in a fairly significant reduction inwhether the use of steel formwork has resulted in a fairly significant reduction in

the use of wooden planks and boards, and whether the use of such steel formwork isthe use of wooden planks and boards, and whether the use of such steel formwork isthe use of wooden planks and boards, and whether the use of such steel formwork isthe use of wooden planks and boards, and whether the use of such steel formwork is

possible in government construction projects so that it can be introduced as apossible in government construction projects so that it can be introduced as apossible in government construction projects so that it can be introduced as apossible in government construction projects so that it can be introduced as a

condition of government contracts?condition of government contracts?condition of government contracts?condition of government contracts?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is a question of economics. CertainlySECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is a question of economics. CertainlySECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is a question of economics. CertainlySECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, it is a question of economics. Certainly

steel formwork is used in government construction wherever there is significant reusesteel formwork is used in government construction wherever there is significant reusesteel formwork is used in government construction wherever there is significant reusesteel formwork is used in government construction wherever there is significant reuse

of the particular element -- the formwork in question.  However, there is a fairlyof the particular element -- the formwork in question.  However, there is a fairlyof the particular element -- the formwork in question.  However, there is a fairlyof the particular element -- the formwork in question.  However, there is a fairly

substantial amount of work that is of a one-off nature and therefore the use of steelsubstantial amount of work that is of a one-off nature and therefore the use of steelsubstantial amount of work that is of a one-off nature and therefore the use of steelsubstantial amount of work that is of a one-off nature and therefore the use of steel

formwork in those circumstances is not entirely appropriate.formwork in those circumstances is not entirely appropriate.formwork in those circumstances is not entirely appropriate.formwork in those circumstances is not entirely appropriate.

DR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, could this Council be informed when the proposalDR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, could this Council be informed when the proposalDR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, could this Council be informed when the proposalDR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, could this Council be informed when the proposal

for charging for construction waste disposal will be forthcoming?  And in view offor charging for construction waste disposal will be forthcoming?  And in view offor charging for construction waste disposal will be forthcoming?  And in view offor charging for construction waste disposal will be forthcoming?  And in view of

the shortage of both labour and land here, will the proposed sorting and recyclingthe shortage of both labour and land here, will the proposed sorting and recyclingthe shortage of both labour and land here, will the proposed sorting and recyclingthe shortage of both labour and land here, will the proposed sorting and recycling

centres for construction waste be a good proposal?centres for construction waste be a good proposal?centres for construction waste be a good proposal?centres for construction waste be a good proposal?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot give an answer on when a charging scheme will beSECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot give an answer on when a charging scheme will beSECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot give an answer on when a charging scheme will beSECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot give an answer on when a charging scheme will be

implemented, Mr Deputy President.  That is in the hands of the Environmentalimplemented, Mr Deputy President.  That is in the hands of the Environmentalimplemented, Mr Deputy President.  That is in the hands of the Environmentalimplemented, Mr Deputy President.  That is in the hands of the Environmental

Protection Department and is a matter which is under consideration.  They are nowProtection Department and is a matter which is under consideration.  They are nowProtection Department and is a matter which is under consideration.  They are nowProtection Department and is a matter which is under consideration.  They are now

undergoing a pilot consultancy study on recycling which is to begin this month andundergoing a pilot consultancy study on recycling which is to begin this month andundergoing a pilot consultancy study on recycling which is to begin this month andundergoing a pilot consultancy study on recycling which is to begin this month and

will last about six weeks.  After that a decision will be made on the feasibilitywill last about six weeks.  After that a decision will be made on the feasibilitywill last about six weeks.  After that a decision will be made on the feasibilitywill last about six weeks.  After that a decision will be made on the feasibility

of sorting construction waste for reuse.of sorting construction waste for reuse.of sorting construction waste for reuse.of sorting construction waste for reuse.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the AdministrationREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the AdministrationREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the AdministrationREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, could the Administration



inform this Council when it would actually take action to charge for constructioninform this Council when it would actually take action to charge for constructioninform this Council when it would actually take action to charge for constructioninform this Council when it would actually take action to charge for construction

waste disposal so as to meet the crisis of landfills being saturated earlier thanwaste disposal so as to meet the crisis of landfills being saturated earlier thanwaste disposal so as to meet the crisis of landfills being saturated earlier thanwaste disposal so as to meet the crisis of landfills being saturated earlier than

projected and to reduce the Government subsidies to such commercial activities whichprojected and to reduce the Government subsidies to such commercial activities whichprojected and to reduce the Government subsidies to such commercial activities whichprojected and to reduce the Government subsidies to such commercial activities which

are passed on taxpayers?are passed on taxpayers?are passed on taxpayers?are passed on taxpayers?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, the use of landfill sites for constructionSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, the use of landfill sites for constructionSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, the use of landfill sites for constructionSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, the use of landfill sites for construction

waste is under active review and the alternative of providing public dumps which couldwaste is under active review and the alternative of providing public dumps which couldwaste is under active review and the alternative of providing public dumps which couldwaste is under active review and the alternative of providing public dumps which could

receive construction waste is an area that is currently being looked at.  Togetherreceive construction waste is an area that is currently being looked at.  Togetherreceive construction waste is an area that is currently being looked at.  Togetherreceive construction waste is an area that is currently being looked at.  Together

with this, another matter to be looked at would be the control over the public dumpswith this, another matter to be looked at would be the control over the public dumpswith this, another matter to be looked at would be the control over the public dumpswith this, another matter to be looked at would be the control over the public dumps

to ensure that illegal tipping does not take place when charging for landfill coupledto ensure that illegal tipping does not take place when charging for landfill coupledto ensure that illegal tipping does not take place when charging for landfill coupledto ensure that illegal tipping does not take place when charging for landfill coupled

with a public dumps policy is introduced.with a public dumps policy is introduced.with a public dumps policy is introduced.with a public dumps policy is introduced.

DR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the 95% of the woodenDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the 95% of the woodenDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the 95% of the woodenDR CONRAD LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, referring to the 95% of the wooden

planks and boards of tropical rain forest origin, would the Secretary quantify themplanks and boards of tropical rain forest origin, would the Secretary quantify themplanks and boards of tropical rain forest origin, would the Secretary quantify themplanks and boards of tropical rain forest origin, would the Secretary quantify them

in terms of cubic meters and Hong Kong dollars?in terms of cubic meters and Hong Kong dollars?in terms of cubic meters and Hong Kong dollars?in terms of cubic meters and Hong Kong dollars?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot, Mr Deputy President, give an answer to the monetarySECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot, Mr Deputy President, give an answer to the monetarySECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot, Mr Deputy President, give an answer to the monetarySECRETARY FOR WORKS: I cannot, Mr Deputy President, give an answer to the monetary

side  but  I  can  put  it  into  perspective.  Of  the 16 000 tonnes of materialside  but  I  can  put  it  into  perspective.  Of  the 16 000 tonnes of materialside  but  I  can  put  it  into  perspective.  Of  the 16 000 tonnes of materialside  but  I  can  put  it  into  perspective.  Of  the 16 000 tonnes of material

which goes into landfill, approximately 800 tonnes on a daily basis is timber of somewhich goes into landfill, approximately 800 tonnes on a daily basis is timber of somewhich goes into landfill, approximately 800 tonnes on a daily basis is timber of somewhich goes into landfill, approximately 800 tonnes on a daily basis is timber of some

sort.  Of this timber, much of it is in fact in the form of skid-boards or boxes whichsort.  Of this timber, much of it is in fact in the form of skid-boards or boxes whichsort.  Of this timber, much of it is in fact in the form of skid-boards or boxes whichsort.  Of this timber, much of it is in fact in the form of skid-boards or boxes which

relate more to packing materials rather than construction purposes.  So in relativerelate more to packing materials rather than construction purposes.  So in relativerelate more to packing materials rather than construction purposes.  So in relativerelate more to packing materials rather than construction purposes.  So in relative

terms, I think the proportion of construction material in timber is quite small.terms, I think the proportion of construction material in timber is quite small.terms, I think the proportion of construction material in timber is quite small.terms, I think the proportion of construction material in timber is quite small.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary inform us what the pros andMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary inform us what the pros andMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary inform us what the pros andMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can the Secretary inform us what the pros and

cons are of levying a tax on the importation of tropical timber in order to enhancecons are of levying a tax on the importation of tropical timber in order to enhancecons are of levying a tax on the importation of tropical timber in order to enhancecons are of levying a tax on the importation of tropical timber in order to enhance

the recycling of such timber in the construction industry?the recycling of such timber in the construction industry?the recycling of such timber in the construction industry?the recycling of such timber in the construction industry?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I think that is rather outside of mySECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I think that is rather outside of mySECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I think that is rather outside of mySECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I think that is rather outside of my

programme area.  I would prefer not to answer.programme area.  I would prefer not to answer.programme area.  I would prefer not to answer.programme area.  I would prefer not to answer.

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform us whether theMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform us whether theMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform us whether theMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, will the Secretary inform us whether the

change of policy by the Hong Kong Government to one of using construction waste forchange of policy by the Hong Kong Government to one of using construction waste forchange of policy by the Hong Kong Government to one of using construction waste forchange of policy by the Hong Kong Government to one of using construction waste for

reclamation purposes has in fact resulted in the demand for landfill areas?reclamation purposes has in fact resulted in the demand for landfill areas?reclamation purposes has in fact resulted in the demand for landfill areas?reclamation purposes has in fact resulted in the demand for landfill areas?



SECRETARY FOR WORKS: It is too early, Mr Deputy President, to say whether there isSECRETARY FOR WORKS: It is too early, Mr Deputy President, to say whether there isSECRETARY FOR WORKS: It is too early, Mr Deputy President, to say whether there isSECRETARY FOR WORKS: It is too early, Mr Deputy President, to say whether there is

any significant change.  The question of public dumps is one which is actively underany significant change.  The question of public dumps is one which is actively underany significant change.  The question of public dumps is one which is actively underany significant change.  The question of public dumps is one which is actively under

review and it is a question of finding those areas.review and it is a question of finding those areas.review and it is a question of finding those areas.review and it is a question of finding those areas.

Financial feasibility studies on PADS projectsFinancial feasibility studies on PADS projectsFinancial feasibility studies on PADS projectsFinancial feasibility studies on PADS projects

6.6.6.6. MR ALBERT CHAN asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council:MR ALBERT CHAN asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council:MR ALBERT CHAN asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council:MR ALBERT CHAN asked (in Cantonese): Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether consultants have been commissioned to carry out financialwhether consultants have been commissioned to carry out financialwhether consultants have been commissioned to carry out financialwhether consultants have been commissioned to carry out financial

feasibility studies on the projects related to the Port and Airport Developmentfeasibility studies on the projects related to the Port and Airport Developmentfeasibility studies on the projects related to the Port and Airport Developmentfeasibility studies on the projects related to the Port and Airport Development

Strategy;Strategy;Strategy;Strategy;

(b)(b)(b)(b) which of the reports of these financial feasibility sudies can be providedwhich of the reports of these financial feasibility sudies can be providedwhich of the reports of these financial feasibility sudies can be providedwhich of the reports of these financial feasibility sudies can be provided

to Members of this Council and the general public for information; andto Members of this Council and the general public for information; andto Members of this Council and the general public for information; andto Members of this Council and the general public for information; and

(c)(c)(c)(c) what criteria have been followed by the Government in deciding whether orwhat criteria have been followed by the Government in deciding whether orwhat criteria have been followed by the Government in deciding whether orwhat criteria have been followed by the Government in deciding whether or

not to release the reports on such studies; and whether the Government will considernot to release the reports on such studies; and whether the Government will considernot to release the reports on such studies; and whether the Government will considernot to release the reports on such studies; and whether the Government will consider

releasing the reports on these studies after classified information has been removedreleasing the reports on these studies after classified information has been removedreleasing the reports on these studies after classified information has been removedreleasing the reports on these studies after classified information has been removed

therefrom?therefrom?therefrom?therefrom?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, consultants have been engaged toSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, consultants have been engaged toSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, consultants have been engaged toSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, consultants have been engaged to

carry out financial feasibility studies on some projects recommended in the Port andcarry out financial feasibility studies on some projects recommended in the Port andcarry out financial feasibility studies on some projects recommended in the Port andcarry out financial feasibility studies on some projects recommended in the Port and

Airport Development Strategy and now included in the Airport Core Programme.  TheseAirport Development Strategy and now included in the Airport Core Programme.  TheseAirport Development Strategy and now included in the Airport Core Programme.  TheseAirport Development Strategy and now included in the Airport Core Programme.  These

projects include the new airport, the Airport Railway, the Lantau Fixed Crossing andprojects include the new airport, the Airport Railway, the Lantau Fixed Crossing andprojects include the new airport, the Airport Railway, the Lantau Fixed Crossing andprojects include the new airport, the Airport Railway, the Lantau Fixed Crossing and

the Western Harbour Crossing.  They are essentially projects in which we envisagethe Western Harbour Crossing.  They are essentially projects in which we envisagethe Western Harbour Crossing.  They are essentially projects in which we envisagethe Western Harbour Crossing.  They are essentially projects in which we envisage

to a degree of private sector participation.to a degree of private sector participation.to a degree of private sector participation.to a degree of private sector participation.

The financial feasibility studies contain commercially sensitive information.The financial feasibility studies contain commercially sensitive information.The financial feasibility studies contain commercially sensitive information.The financial feasibility studies contain commercially sensitive information.

In determining whether or not to publish these studies, we have to consider whetherIn determining whether or not to publish these studies, we have to consider whetherIn determining whether or not to publish these studies, we have to consider whetherIn determining whether or not to publish these studies, we have to consider whether

the release of commercially sensitive information will prejudice tenders or offersthe release of commercially sensitive information will prejudice tenders or offersthe release of commercially sensitive information will prejudice tenders or offersthe release of commercially sensitive information will prejudice tenders or offers

of financing to the Government or the statutory corporations involved.  Moreover,of financing to the Government or the statutory corporations involved.  Moreover,of financing to the Government or the statutory corporations involved.  Moreover,of financing to the Government or the statutory corporations involved.  Moreover,

in some cases, the basic assumptions used in the earlier studies are out of date.in some cases, the basic assumptions used in the earlier studies are out of date.in some cases, the basic assumptions used in the earlier studies are out of date.in some cases, the basic assumptions used in the earlier studies are out of date.

We therefore consider these reports unsuitable for publication and that they may,We therefore consider these reports unsuitable for publication and that they may,We therefore consider these reports unsuitable for publication and that they may,We therefore consider these reports unsuitable for publication and that they may,

if released, cause more confusion than enlightenment.if released, cause more confusion than enlightenment.if released, cause more confusion than enlightenment.if released, cause more confusion than enlightenment.



We have also considered whether the reports could be released after removingWe have also considered whether the reports could be released after removingWe have also considered whether the reports could be released after removingWe have also considered whether the reports could be released after removing

sensitive information.  The fact is that, in all cases, the sensitive informationsensitive information.  The fact is that, in all cases, the sensitive informationsensitive information.  The fact is that, in all cases, the sensitive informationsensitive information.  The fact is that, in all cases, the sensitive information

constitute the most important part of the reports.  Without them, the reports wouldconstitute the most important part of the reports.  Without them, the reports wouldconstitute the most important part of the reports.  Without them, the reports wouldconstitute the most important part of the reports.  Without them, the reports would

be virtually meaningless.be virtually meaningless.be virtually meaningless.be virtually meaningless.

MR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration informMR ALBERT CHAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, will the Administration inform

this Council, in the absence of information on relevant financial feasibility studies,this Council, in the absence of information on relevant financial feasibility studies,this Council, in the absence of information on relevant financial feasibility studies,this Council, in the absence of information on relevant financial feasibility studies,

how it will ensure that Members, in handling applications for funds such as fundshow it will ensure that Members, in handling applications for funds such as fundshow it will ensure that Members, in handling applications for funds such as fundshow it will ensure that Members, in handling applications for funds such as funds

for the construction of Chek Lap Kok Airport and the Airport Railway, are providedfor the construction of Chek Lap Kok Airport and the Airport Railway, are providedfor the construction of Chek Lap Kok Airport and the Airport Railway, are providedfor the construction of Chek Lap Kok Airport and the Airport Railway, are provided

with adequate information so that a reasonable decision on the applications can bewith adequate information so that a reasonable decision on the applications can bewith adequate information so that a reasonable decision on the applications can bewith adequate information so that a reasonable decision on the applications can be

made?made?made?made?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I would have thought the answer toSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I would have thought the answer toSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I would have thought the answer toSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I would have thought the answer to

that question was self-evident: the Government will take very great care to ensurethat question was self-evident: the Government will take very great care to ensurethat question was self-evident: the Government will take very great care to ensurethat question was self-evident: the Government will take very great care to ensure

that the ad hoc group on the Airport Core Programme is fully briefed before fundsthat the ad hoc group on the Airport Core Programme is fully briefed before fundsthat the ad hoc group on the Airport Core Programme is fully briefed before fundsthat the ad hoc group on the Airport Core Programme is fully briefed before funds

are sought from Finance Committee and it would then be open to the ad hoc group toare sought from Finance Committee and it would then be open to the ad hoc group toare sought from Finance Committee and it would then be open to the ad hoc group toare sought from Finance Committee and it would then be open to the ad hoc group to

ask any questions they may wish to raise.ask any questions they may wish to raise.ask any questions they may wish to raise.ask any questions they may wish to raise.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it has been the practice inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it has been the practice inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it has been the practice inREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it has been the practice in

the past that the Administration did not release consultancy reports mainly becausethe past that the Administration did not release consultancy reports mainly becausethe past that the Administration did not release consultancy reports mainly becausethe past that the Administration did not release consultancy reports mainly because

these reports contained commercially sensitive information.  Does thethese reports contained commercially sensitive information.  Does thethese reports contained commercially sensitive information.  Does thethese reports contained commercially sensitive information.  Does the

Administration really intend to consult the views of the public and Members of thisAdministration really intend to consult the views of the public and Members of thisAdministration really intend to consult the views of the public and Members of thisAdministration really intend to consult the views of the public and Members of this

Council?  If yes, I believe there must have been some way through which the summariesCouncil?  If yes, I believe there must have been some way through which the summariesCouncil?  If yes, I believe there must have been some way through which the summariesCouncil?  If yes, I believe there must have been some way through which the summaries

of these reports can be made public.  Could I ask the Administration whether it isof these reports can be made public.  Could I ask the Administration whether it isof these reports can be made public.  Could I ask the Administration whether it isof these reports can be made public.  Could I ask the Administration whether it is

in no way possible to release the summaries of these consultancy reports so that thein no way possible to release the summaries of these consultancy reports so that thein no way possible to release the summaries of these consultancy reports so that thein no way possible to release the summaries of these consultancy reports so that the

public or Members of this Council will be informed?public or Members of this Council will be informed?public or Members of this Council will be informed?public or Members of this Council will be informed?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I think the best way of answeringSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I think the best way of answeringSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I think the best way of answeringSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I think the best way of answering

the Rev FUNG's question is to try to give an example of commercially sensitivethe Rev FUNG's question is to try to give an example of commercially sensitivethe Rev FUNG's question is to try to give an example of commercially sensitivethe Rev FUNG's question is to try to give an example of commercially sensitive

information and to explain, after giving this example, why it cannot be released.information and to explain, after giving this example, why it cannot be released.information and to explain, after giving this example, why it cannot be released.information and to explain, after giving this example, why it cannot be released.

If we take, for example, the Financial Feasibility Study on the Airport, a part ofIf we take, for example, the Financial Feasibility Study on the Airport, a part ofIf we take, for example, the Financial Feasibility Study on the Airport, a part ofIf we take, for example, the Financial Feasibility Study on the Airport, a part of

the consultants' findings and recommendations relate to the tenant facilities at thethe consultants' findings and recommendations relate to the tenant facilities at thethe consultants' findings and recommendations relate to the tenant facilities at thethe consultants' findings and recommendations relate to the tenant facilities at the

new airport -- tenant facilities such as shop spaces, cargo-handling facilities,new airport -- tenant facilities such as shop spaces, cargo-handling facilities,new airport -- tenant facilities such as shop spaces, cargo-handling facilities,new airport -- tenant facilities such as shop spaces, cargo-handling facilities,

aircraft engineering facilities -- which will be the subject of future negotiationsaircraft engineering facilities -- which will be the subject of future negotiationsaircraft engineering facilities -- which will be the subject of future negotiationsaircraft engineering facilities -- which will be the subject of future negotiations



between the Airport Authority on the one hand and the future tenants and occupantsbetween the Airport Authority on the one hand and the future tenants and occupantsbetween the Airport Authority on the one hand and the future tenants and occupantsbetween the Airport Authority on the one hand and the future tenants and occupants

of these facilities on the other.  Now, we would be willing to explain that care hasof these facilities on the other.  Now, we would be willing to explain that care hasof these facilities on the other.  Now, we would be willing to explain that care hasof these facilities on the other.  Now, we would be willing to explain that care has

gone into the way in which the consultants have constructed their recommendationsgone into the way in which the consultants have constructed their recommendationsgone into the way in which the consultants have constructed their recommendationsgone into the way in which the consultants have constructed their recommendations

but to disclose this information publicly would result in the Airport Authority beingbut to disclose this information publicly would result in the Airport Authority beingbut to disclose this information publicly would result in the Airport Authority beingbut to disclose this information publicly would result in the Airport Authority being

placed at a great disadvantage when they do negotiate.placed at a great disadvantage when they do negotiate.placed at a great disadvantage when they do negotiate.placed at a great disadvantage when they do negotiate.

CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, if I may supplement my colleague's answer.  WeCHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, if I may supplement my colleague's answer.  WeCHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, if I may supplement my colleague's answer.  WeCHIEF SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, if I may supplement my colleague's answer.  We

are not in any way unusual in this respect.  Even where there are Freedom ofare not in any way unusual in this respect.  Even where there are Freedom ofare not in any way unusual in this respect.  Even where there are Freedom ofare not in any way unusual in this respect.  Even where there are Freedom of

Information Acts, which we debated in this Council recently, and I can quote theInformation Acts, which we debated in this Council recently, and I can quote theInformation Acts, which we debated in this Council recently, and I can quote theInformation Acts, which we debated in this Council recently, and I can quote the

examples of Australia and Canada, there are provisions in those Acts for commerciallyexamples of Australia and Canada, there are provisions in those Acts for commerciallyexamples of Australia and Canada, there are provisions in those Acts for commerciallyexamples of Australia and Canada, there are provisions in those Acts for commercially

sensitive information not to be made available to the public.  So we are not in anysensitive information not to be made available to the public.  So we are not in anysensitive information not to be made available to the public.  So we are not in anysensitive information not to be made available to the public.  So we are not in any

way unique in this respect.way unique in this respect.way unique in this respect.way unique in this respect.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can some of this information be released toMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can some of this information be released toMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can some of this information be released toMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, can some of this information be released to

legislators on a confidential basis, otherwise the ad hoc group on the Airportlegislators on a confidential basis, otherwise the ad hoc group on the Airportlegislators on a confidential basis, otherwise the ad hoc group on the Airportlegislators on a confidential basis, otherwise the ad hoc group on the Airport

Projects will be reduced to resorting to fishing expeditions in order to try toProjects will be reduced to resorting to fishing expeditions in order to try toProjects will be reduced to resorting to fishing expeditions in order to try toProjects will be reduced to resorting to fishing expeditions in order to try to

ascertain what is contained in some of these reports?ascertain what is contained in some of these reports?ascertain what is contained in some of these reports?ascertain what is contained in some of these reports?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a rather difficult question. If theSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a rather difficult question. If theSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a rather difficult question. If theSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, a rather difficult question. If the

Administration can be given an absolute assurance that that confidentiality will beAdministration can be given an absolute assurance that that confidentiality will beAdministration can be given an absolute assurance that that confidentiality will beAdministration can be given an absolute assurance that that confidentiality will be

respected, then we would be prepared to provide some of that information, as longrespected, then we would be prepared to provide some of that information, as longrespected, then we would be prepared to provide some of that information, as longrespected, then we would be prepared to provide some of that information, as long

as it would not prejudice the negotiating position of the corporations involved andas it would not prejudice the negotiating position of the corporations involved andas it would not prejudice the negotiating position of the corporations involved andas it would not prejudice the negotiating position of the corporations involved and

the tendering position of the Government as far as tenders are involved.the tendering position of the Government as far as tenders are involved.the tendering position of the Government as far as tenders are involved.the tendering position of the Government as far as tenders are involved.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, speaking for myself, I am surprised at that answerMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, speaking for myself, I am surprised at that answerMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, speaking for myself, I am surprised at that answerMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, speaking for myself, I am surprised at that answer

because confidential is confidential.because confidential is confidential.because confidential is confidential.because confidential is confidential.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is there anything that you feel you ought to reply to there at all,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is there anything that you feel you ought to reply to there at all,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is there anything that you feel you ought to reply to there at all,DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is there anything that you feel you ought to reply to there at all,

Secretary for the Treasury?Secretary for the Treasury?Secretary for the Treasury?Secretary for the Treasury?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I believe Mr WONG was making aSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I believe Mr WONG was making aSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I believe Mr WONG was making aSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, I believe Mr WONG was making a

statement rather than asking a question.statement rather than asking a question.statement rather than asking a question.statement rather than asking a question.



Written answers to questionsWritten answers to questionsWritten answers to questionsWritten answers to questions

Publicity sign boards for district boards and councilsPublicity sign boards for district boards and councilsPublicity sign boards for district boards and councilsPublicity sign boards for district boards and councils

7.7.7.7. MR GILBERT LEUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether thereMR GILBERT LEUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether thereMR GILBERT LEUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether thereMR GILBERT LEUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether there

are any guidelines on applications by members of various councils and district boardsare any guidelines on applications by members of various councils and district boardsare any guidelines on applications by members of various councils and district boardsare any guidelines on applications by members of various councils and district boards

to put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within theirto put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within theirto put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within theirto put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within their

constituencies; what the application procedures are; how long it would take to processconstituencies; what the application procedures are; how long it would take to processconstituencies; what the application procedures are; how long it would take to processconstituencies; what the application procedures are; how long it would take to process

such applications; and what criteria the Administration bases on when decidingsuch applications; and what criteria the Administration bases on when decidingsuch applications; and what criteria the Administration bases on when decidingsuch applications; and what criteria the Administration bases on when deciding

whether or not an application should be approved?whether or not an application should be approved?whether or not an application should be approved?whether or not an application should be approved?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, at presentSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, at presentSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, at presentSECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Mr Deputy President, at present

applications by Members of this Council, the two municipal councils and the districtapplications by Members of this Council, the two municipal councils and the districtapplications by Members of this Council, the two municipal councils and the districtapplications by Members of this Council, the two municipal councils and the district

boards to put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within theirboards to put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within theirboards to put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within theirboards to put up publicity sign boards for their offices at public places within their

constituencies are considered and processed in the same way as other applicationsconstituencies are considered and processed in the same way as other applicationsconstituencies are considered and processed in the same way as other applicationsconstituencies are considered and processed in the same way as other applications

for putting up sign boards in public places.  Factors such as obstruction to thefor putting up sign boards in public places.  Factors such as obstruction to thefor putting up sign boards in public places.  Factors such as obstruction to thefor putting up sign boards in public places.  Factors such as obstruction to the

public, traffic safety, the commercial content of the sign boards, and so on, arepublic, traffic safety, the commercial content of the sign boards, and so on, arepublic, traffic safety, the commercial content of the sign boards, and so on, arepublic, traffic safety, the commercial content of the sign boards, and so on, are

taken into account.taken into account.taken into account.taken into account.

If the sign boards are proposed to be put on government land, an application willIf the sign boards are proposed to be put on government land, an application willIf the sign boards are proposed to be put on government land, an application willIf the sign boards are proposed to be put on government land, an application will

have to be made to the relevant District Lands Officer. However, depending on thehave to be made to the relevant District Lands Officer. However, depending on thehave to be made to the relevant District Lands Officer. However, depending on thehave to be made to the relevant District Lands Officer. However, depending on the

location, approval by the two municipal councils or the Housing Authority may alsolocation, approval by the two municipal councils or the Housing Authority may alsolocation, approval by the two municipal councils or the Housing Authority may alsolocation, approval by the two municipal councils or the Housing Authority may also

be required.be required.be required.be required.

Applications for putting up sign boards normally take some six weeks to process.Applications for putting up sign boards normally take some six weeks to process.Applications for putting up sign boards normally take some six weeks to process.Applications for putting up sign boards normally take some six weeks to process.

The District Lands Officer will only approve of non-commercial advertisingThe District Lands Officer will only approve of non-commercial advertisingThe District Lands Officer will only approve of non-commercial advertisingThe District Lands Officer will only approve of non-commercial advertising

involving the display of banners or posters on highway structures for special events,involving the display of banners or posters on highway structures for special events,involving the display of banners or posters on highway structures for special events,involving the display of banners or posters on highway structures for special events,

such as trade fairs and festivals.  If in doubt, the District Lands Officer will seeksuch as trade fairs and festivals.  If in doubt, the District Lands Officer will seeksuch as trade fairs and festivals.  If in doubt, the District Lands Officer will seeksuch as trade fairs and festivals.  If in doubt, the District Lands Officer will seek

comments from other relevant departments.  For example, in the case of an applicationcomments from other relevant departments.  For example, in the case of an applicationcomments from other relevant departments.  For example, in the case of an applicationcomments from other relevant departments.  For example, in the case of an application

by a social service voluntary agency, the Social Welfare Department will be consulted.by a social service voluntary agency, the Social Welfare Department will be consulted.by a social service voluntary agency, the Social Welfare Department will be consulted.by a social service voluntary agency, the Social Welfare Department will be consulted.

Where there may be possible obstructions to traffic or view of traffic, the policeWhere there may be possible obstructions to traffic or view of traffic, the policeWhere there may be possible obstructions to traffic or view of traffic, the policeWhere there may be possible obstructions to traffic or view of traffic, the police

and the Transport Department will be consulted.and the Transport Department will be consulted.and the Transport Department will be consulted.and the Transport Department will be consulted.



Overseas education allowances for children of civil servantsOverseas education allowances for children of civil servantsOverseas education allowances for children of civil servantsOverseas education allowances for children of civil servants

8.8.8.8. MR NG MIMR NG MIMR NG MIMR NG MING-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:NG-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:NG-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:NG-YUM asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether there are plans to review the existing policy on overseas educationwhether there are plans to review the existing policy on overseas educationwhether there are plans to review the existing policy on overseas educationwhether there are plans to review the existing policy on overseas education

allowances and school passages for the children of civil servants with a view toallowances and school passages for the children of civil servants with a view toallowances and school passages for the children of civil servants with a view toallowances and school passages for the children of civil servants with a view to

encouraging them to pursue their studies locally and assisting the Government inencouraging them to pursue their studies locally and assisting the Government inencouraging them to pursue their studies locally and assisting the Government inencouraging them to pursue their studies locally and assisting the Government in

implementing its programme to reduce expenditure;implementing its programme to reduce expenditure;implementing its programme to reduce expenditure;implementing its programme to reduce expenditure;

(b)(b)(b)(b) what amount of public money has been spent on overseas education allowanceswhat amount of public money has been spent on overseas education allowanceswhat amount of public money has been spent on overseas education allowanceswhat amount of public money has been spent on overseas education allowances

and school passages for the children of civil servants over the past three years;and school passages for the children of civil servants over the past three years;and school passages for the children of civil servants over the past three years;and school passages for the children of civil servants over the past three years;

(c)(c)(c)(c) what estimated amount of public money will be spent on overseas educationwhat estimated amount of public money will be spent on overseas educationwhat estimated amount of public money will be spent on overseas educationwhat estimated amount of public money will be spent on overseas education

allowances and school passages for such children in the next three years; andallowances and school passages for such children in the next three years; andallowances and school passages for such children in the next three years; andallowances and school passages for such children in the next three years; and

(d)(d)(d)(d) how the rates in respect of the various items of expenses covered by thehow the rates in respect of the various items of expenses covered by thehow the rates in respect of the various items of expenses covered by thehow the rates in respect of the various items of expenses covered by the

allowances are worked out?allowances are worked out?allowances are worked out?allowances are worked out?

SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) Overseas education allowances and school passages were introduced in the pastOverseas education allowances and school passages were introduced in the pastOverseas education allowances and school passages were introduced in the pastOverseas education allowances and school passages were introduced in the past

to facilitate recruitment from overseas and were later extended to local officersto facilitate recruitment from overseas and were later extended to local officersto facilitate recruitment from overseas and were later extended to local officersto facilitate recruitment from overseas and were later extended to local officers

on grounds of parity.  There are aspects of the schemes which have become outdated.on grounds of parity.  There are aspects of the schemes which have become outdated.on grounds of parity.  There are aspects of the schemes which have become outdated.on grounds of parity.  There are aspects of the schemes which have become outdated.

A review is currently underway to examine whether and, if so, how the two schemesA review is currently underway to examine whether and, if so, how the two schemesA review is currently underway to examine whether and, if so, how the two schemesA review is currently underway to examine whether and, if so, how the two schemes

should be changed.  The availability and quality of local education are among theshould be changed.  The availability and quality of local education are among theshould be changed.  The availability and quality of local education are among theshould be changed.  The availability and quality of local education are among the

considerations in carrying out the review.  It will be necessary to consult staffconsiderations in carrying out the review.  It will be necessary to consult staffconsiderations in carrying out the review.  It will be necessary to consult staffconsiderations in carrying out the review.  It will be necessary to consult staff

on any proposals to modify the overseas education allowance scheme and school passageon any proposals to modify the overseas education allowance scheme and school passageon any proposals to modify the overseas education allowance scheme and school passageon any proposals to modify the overseas education allowance scheme and school passage

scheme before any changes are introduced to the conditions of employment of servingscheme before any changes are introduced to the conditions of employment of servingscheme before any changes are introduced to the conditions of employment of servingscheme before any changes are introduced to the conditions of employment of serving

officers.officers.officers.officers.

(b)(b)(b)(b) Expenditure on oversExpenditure on oversExpenditure on oversExpenditure on overseas education allowances and school passages in the pasteas education allowances and school passages in the pasteas education allowances and school passages in the pasteas education allowances and school passages in the past

three years is as follows:three years is as follows:three years is as follows:three years is as follows:

    OEAOEAOEAOEA PassagesPassagesPassagesPassages

$ M$ M$ M$ M $ M$ M$ M$ M

1989-901989-901989-901989-90 112.6112.6112.6112.6 52.352.352.352.3



1990-911990-911990-911990-91 168.5168.5168.5168.5 66.466.466.466.4

1991-921991-921991-921991-92 211.2211.2211.2211.2 103.7103.7103.7103.7

(revised provision)(revised provision)(revised provision)(revised provision)

(c)(c)(c)(c) Forecast expenditure for the next three years is aForecast expenditure for the next three years is aForecast expenditure for the next three years is aForecast expenditure for the next three years is as follows:s follows:s follows:s follows:

OEAOEAOEAOEA PassagesPassagesPassagesPassages

$ M$ M$ M$ M $ M$ M$ M$ M

1992-931992-931992-931992-93 222.1222.1222.1222.1    84.7   84.7   84.7   84.7

1993-941993-941993-941993-94 235.4235.4235.4235.4    82.5   82.5   82.5   82.5

1994-951994-951994-951994-95 249.6249.6249.6249.6    87.4   87.4   87.4   87.4

The forecast reduction in passage expenditure in the next two years is dueThe forecast reduction in passage expenditure in the next two years is dueThe forecast reduction in passage expenditure in the next two years is dueThe forecast reduction in passage expenditure in the next two years is due

to a new ticketing arrangement with return journeys starting in Hong Kong and lowerto a new ticketing arrangement with return journeys starting in Hong Kong and lowerto a new ticketing arrangement with return journeys starting in Hong Kong and lowerto a new ticketing arrangement with return journeys starting in Hong Kong and lower

fares under a new passage agreement to be introduced in 1992-93.fares under a new passage agreement to be introduced in 1992-93.fares under a new passage agreement to be introduced in 1992-93.fares under a new passage agreement to be introduced in 1992-93.

(d)(d)(d)(d) The rates of overseas education allowance vary from country to countryThe rates of overseas education allowance vary from country to countryThe rates of overseas education allowance vary from country to countryThe rates of overseas education allowance vary from country to country

depending on the cost of education in that country.  There are different rates fordepending on the cost of education in that country.  There are different rates fordepending on the cost of education in that country.  There are different rates fordepending on the cost of education in that country.  There are different rates for

day school and boarding school. Traditionally, we have followed the rates laid downday school and boarding school. Traditionally, we have followed the rates laid downday school and boarding school. Traditionally, we have followed the rates laid downday school and boarding school. Traditionally, we have followed the rates laid down

by the United Kingdom Overseas Development Administration (ODA) for its staff workingby the United Kingdom Overseas Development Administration (ODA) for its staff workingby the United Kingdom Overseas Development Administration (ODA) for its staff workingby the United Kingdom Overseas Development Administration (ODA) for its staff working

overseas.  The ODA rates are revised from time to time based on changes in the leveloverseas.  The ODA rates are revised from time to time based on changes in the leveloverseas.  The ODA rates are revised from time to time based on changes in the leveloverseas.  The ODA rates are revised from time to time based on changes in the level

of tuition fees in various countries.of tuition fees in various countries.of tuition fees in various countries.of tuition fees in various countries.

The cost of school passages on the United Kingdom route is based on theThe cost of school passages on the United Kingdom route is based on theThe cost of school passages on the United Kingdom route is based on theThe cost of school passages on the United Kingdom route is based on the

contract fare in the air passage agreement between the Government and the twocontract fare in the air passage agreement between the Government and the twocontract fare in the air passage agreement between the Government and the twocontract fare in the air passage agreement between the Government and the two

operating airlines.  School passages on non-UK routes, which only constitute aboutoperating airlines.  School passages on non-UK routes, which only constitute aboutoperating airlines.  School passages on non-UK routes, which only constitute aboutoperating airlines.  School passages on non-UK routes, which only constitute about

4.5% of the total, are based on the published Economy Class fare or Student fare,4.5% of the total, are based on the published Economy Class fare or Student fare,4.5% of the total, are based on the published Economy Class fare or Student fare,4.5% of the total, are based on the published Economy Class fare or Student fare,

where available.where available.where available.where available.

Industrial safety arrangements for the construction of the new airportIndustrial safety arrangements for the construction of the new airportIndustrial safety arrangements for the construction of the new airportIndustrial safety arrangements for the construction of the new airport



9.9.9.9. MR TAM YIU-CHUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether specifiMR TAM YIU-CHUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether specifiMR TAM YIU-CHUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether specifiMR TAM YIU-CHUNG asked: Will the Government inform this Council whether specificccc

measures will be taken by the relevant departments to co-ordinate the efforts inmeasures will be taken by the relevant departments to co-ordinate the efforts inmeasures will be taken by the relevant departments to co-ordinate the efforts inmeasures will be taken by the relevant departments to co-ordinate the efforts in

promoting and ensuring industrial safety during the construction period of thepromoting and ensuring industrial safety during the construction period of thepromoting and ensuring industrial safety during the construction period of thepromoting and ensuring industrial safety during the construction period of the

massive infrastructural projects of the new airport?massive infrastructural projects of the new airport?massive infrastructural projects of the new airport?massive infrastructural projects of the new airport?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I am keenly aware that the scale andSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I am keenly aware that the scale andSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I am keenly aware that the scale andSECRETARY FOR WORKS: Mr Deputy President, I am keenly aware that the scale and

intensity of the Airport Core Projects demands thorough co-ordination of measuresintensity of the Airport Core Projects demands thorough co-ordination of measuresintensity of the Airport Core Projects demands thorough co-ordination of measuresintensity of the Airport Core Projects demands thorough co-ordination of measures

to promote and provide a safe working environment for all of the construction workersto promote and provide a safe working environment for all of the construction workersto promote and provide a safe working environment for all of the construction workersto promote and provide a safe working environment for all of the construction workers

and site personnel involved.and site personnel involved.and site personnel involved.and site personnel involved.

Requirements on sRequirements on sRequirements on sRequirements on safety is one aspect of the prequalification of tenderers, andafety is one aspect of the prequalification of tenderers, andafety is one aspect of the prequalification of tenderers, andafety is one aspect of the prequalification of tenderers, and

is an important initial step towards creating a positive safety environment.is an important initial step towards creating a positive safety environment.is an important initial step towards creating a positive safety environment.is an important initial step towards creating a positive safety environment.

Airport-related and indeed all government contracts include general safetyAirport-related and indeed all government contracts include general safetyAirport-related and indeed all government contracts include general safetyAirport-related and indeed all government contracts include general safety

requirements.  Work on site also has to comply with the Construction Site Safetyrequirements.  Work on site also has to comply with the Construction Site Safetyrequirements.  Work on site also has to comply with the Construction Site Safetyrequirements.  Work on site also has to comply with the Construction Site Safety

Regulations, imposed by the Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance, andRegulations, imposed by the Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance, andRegulations, imposed by the Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance, andRegulations, imposed by the Factories and Industrial Undertakings Ordinance, and

which are enforced by the Labour Department.which are enforced by the Labour Department.which are enforced by the Labour Department.which are enforced by the Labour Department.

Additional measures specifically for airport core programme projects willAdditional measures specifically for airport core programme projects willAdditional measures specifically for airport core programme projects willAdditional measures specifically for airport core programme projects will

include:include:include:include:

(a)(a)(a)(a) Requirements for a contractor's site safety plan to be approved. The planRequirements for a contractor's site safety plan to be approved. The planRequirements for a contractor's site safety plan to be approved. The planRequirements for a contractor's site safety plan to be approved. The plan

will then be controlled by the contractor's named and qualified site safety officer.will then be controlled by the contractor's named and qualified site safety officer.will then be controlled by the contractor's named and qualified site safety officer.will then be controlled by the contractor's named and qualified site safety officer.

The Government's Project Manager and safety audit staff in the site supervisionThe Government's Project Manager and safety audit staff in the site supervisionThe Government's Project Manager and safety audit staff in the site supervisionThe Government's Project Manager and safety audit staff in the site supervision

organization will work closely with the site safety officer to ensure that the safetyorganization will work closely with the site safety officer to ensure that the safetyorganization will work closely with the site safety officer to ensure that the safetyorganization will work closely with the site safety officer to ensure that the safety

plan is followed, and that the contractor's obligations in regard to safety are beingplan is followed, and that the contractor's obligations in regard to safety are beingplan is followed, and that the contractor's obligations in regard to safety are beingplan is followed, and that the contractor's obligations in regard to safety are being

met.  These will include promulgation of safety information to all those on site,met.  These will include promulgation of safety information to all those on site,met.  These will include promulgation of safety information to all those on site,met.  These will include promulgation of safety information to all those on site,

education on safety matters, and compliance with methods of construction which haveeducation on safety matters, and compliance with methods of construction which haveeducation on safety matters, and compliance with methods of construction which haveeducation on safety matters, and compliance with methods of construction which have

been approved with safe working in mind.been approved with safe working in mind.been approved with safe working in mind.been approved with safe working in mind.

(b)(b)(b)(b) The conditions of contract and specifications are being strengthened to giveThe conditions of contract and specifications are being strengthened to giveThe conditions of contract and specifications are being strengthened to giveThe conditions of contract and specifications are being strengthened to give

contractually binding effect to the additional safety requirements.contractually binding effect to the additional safety requirements.contractually binding effect to the additional safety requirements.contractually binding effect to the additional safety requirements.

(c)(c)(c)(c) A site safety manual is being developed which will establish a frameworkA site safety manual is being developed which will establish a frameworkA site safety manual is being developed which will establish a frameworkA site safety manual is being developed which will establish a framework

common to all airport-related contracts.  Procedures for auditing safety actions andcommon to all airport-related contracts.  Procedures for auditing safety actions andcommon to all airport-related contracts.  Procedures for auditing safety actions andcommon to all airport-related contracts.  Procedures for auditing safety actions and

for emergency support will be included in the manual.for emergency support will be included in the manual.for emergency support will be included in the manual.for emergency support will be included in the manual.

(d)(d)(d)(d) The usual quarterly reportingThe usual quarterly reportingThe usual quarterly reportingThe usual quarterly reporting on contractors, including safety performance, on contractors, including safety performance, on contractors, including safety performance, on contractors, including safety performance,



will apply, and contractors' safety records will be regularly reviewed.  If therewill apply, and contractors' safety records will be regularly reviewed.  If therewill apply, and contractors' safety records will be regularly reviewed.  If therewill apply, and contractors' safety records will be regularly reviewed.  If there

are any major site safety problems, there will be urgent high level managementare any major site safety problems, there will be urgent high level managementare any major site safety problems, there will be urgent high level managementare any major site safety problems, there will be urgent high level management

involvement to rectify the situation.  Poor site safety performance also adverselyinvolvement to rectify the situation.  Poor site safety performance also adverselyinvolvement to rectify the situation.  Poor site safety performance also adverselyinvolvement to rectify the situation.  Poor site safety performance also adversely

affects the eligibility of contractors to tender for further government contracts.affects the eligibility of contractors to tender for further government contracts.affects the eligibility of contractors to tender for further government contracts.affects the eligibility of contractors to tender for further government contracts.

(e)(e)(e)(e) As a positive encouragement a site safety award scheme is being considered.As a positive encouragement a site safety award scheme is being considered.As a positive encouragement a site safety award scheme is being considered.As a positive encouragement a site safety award scheme is being considered.

This will require further discussion with contractors involved and other relevantThis will require further discussion with contractors involved and other relevantThis will require further discussion with contractors involved and other relevantThis will require further discussion with contractors involved and other relevant

bodies.bodies.bodies.bodies.

Parking spaces for heavy vehicles on Tsing Yi IslandParking spaces for heavy vehicles on Tsing Yi IslandParking spaces for heavy vehicles on Tsing Yi IslandParking spaces for heavy vehicles on Tsing Yi Island

10.10.10.10. MR LEE WING-TAT asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR LEE WING-TAT asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR LEE WING-TAT asked: Will the Government inform this Council:MR LEE WING-TAT asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) what the statistics of night time illegal parking by container lorries andwhat the statistics of night time illegal parking by container lorries andwhat the statistics of night time illegal parking by container lorries andwhat the statistics of night time illegal parking by container lorries and

lorries on Tsing Yi Island for the past 12 months are;lorries on Tsing Yi Island for the past 12 months are;lorries on Tsing Yi Island for the past 12 months are;lorries on Tsing Yi Island for the past 12 months are;

(b)(b)(b)(b) how many container lorry parking spaces and lorry parking spaces respectivelyhow many container lorry parking spaces and lorry parking spaces respectivelyhow many container lorry parking spaces and lorry parking spaces respectivelyhow many container lorry parking spaces and lorry parking spaces respectively

are available on Tsing Yi Island;are available on Tsing Yi Island;are available on Tsing Yi Island;are available on Tsing Yi Island;

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether the provision of container lorry and lorry parking spaces on Tsingwhether the provision of container lorry and lorry parking spaces on Tsingwhether the provision of container lorry and lorry parking spaces on Tsingwhether the provision of container lorry and lorry parking spaces on Tsing

Yi Island is in compliance with stipulated planning guidelines, if not, what theYi Island is in compliance with stipulated planning guidelines, if not, what theYi Island is in compliance with stipulated planning guidelines, if not, what theYi Island is in compliance with stipulated planning guidelines, if not, what the

reasons for non-compliance are and what the remedies are;reasons for non-compliance are and what the remedies are;reasons for non-compliance are and what the remedies are;reasons for non-compliance are and what the remedies are;

(d)(d)(d)(d) whether there are planned sites for further developing spaces for containerwhether there are planned sites for further developing spaces for containerwhether there are planned sites for further developing spaces for containerwhether there are planned sites for further developing spaces for container

lorry and lorry parking on Tsing Yi Island; if yes, where and when will they belorry and lorry parking on Tsing Yi Island; if yes, where and when will they belorry and lorry parking on Tsing Yi Island; if yes, where and when will they belorry and lorry parking on Tsing Yi Island; if yes, where and when will they be

provided?provided?provided?provided?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) There are no statistics on the numbers of vehicles parking illegally in theThere are no statistics on the numbers of vehicles parking illegally in theThere are no statistics on the numbers of vehicles parking illegally in theThere are no statistics on the numbers of vehicles parking illegally in the

territory.  However, a spot check carried out by the Transport Department in lateterritory.  However, a spot check carried out by the Transport Department in lateterritory.  However, a spot check carried out by the Transport Department in lateterritory.  However, a spot check carried out by the Transport Department in late

January this year revealed about 310 container vehicles and 350 lorries illegallyJanuary this year revealed about 310 container vehicles and 350 lorries illegallyJanuary this year revealed about 310 container vehicles and 350 lorries illegallyJanuary this year revealed about 310 container vehicles and 350 lorries illegally

parked on Tsing Yi overnight.parked on Tsing Yi overnight.parked on Tsing Yi overnight.parked on Tsing Yi overnight.

(b)(b)(b)(b) There are at present about 1 150 parking spaces for container vehicles andThere are at present about 1 150 parking spaces for container vehicles andThere are at present about 1 150 parking spaces for container vehicles andThere are at present about 1 150 parking spaces for container vehicles and

about 1 800 spaces for lorries on Tsing Yi.about 1 800 spaces for lorries on Tsing Yi.about 1 800 spaces for lorries on Tsing Yi.about 1 800 spaces for lorries on Tsing Yi.

(c)(c)(c)(c) The Hong Kong PlanningThe Hong Kong PlanningThe Hong Kong PlanningThe Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines stipulate standards for Standards and Guidelines stipulate standards for Standards and Guidelines stipulate standards for Standards and Guidelines stipulate standards for



providing lorry parking spaces in new industrial developments and for public housingproviding lorry parking spaces in new industrial developments and for public housingproviding lorry parking spaces in new industrial developments and for public housingproviding lorry parking spaces in new industrial developments and for public housing

estates.  These standards are being applied in the case of new developments on Tsingestates.  These standards are being applied in the case of new developments on Tsingestates.  These standards are being applied in the case of new developments on Tsingestates.  These standards are being applied in the case of new developments on Tsing

Yi.  The actual availability of land for parking is monitored.  Where there is aYi.  The actual availability of land for parking is monitored.  Where there is aYi.  The actual availability of land for parking is monitored.  Where there is aYi.  The actual availability of land for parking is monitored.  Where there is a

shortfall, efforts are made to identify additional sites for use on a temporary orshortfall, efforts are made to identify additional sites for use on a temporary orshortfall, efforts are made to identify additional sites for use on a temporary orshortfall, efforts are made to identify additional sites for use on a temporary or

permanent basis.permanent basis.permanent basis.permanent basis.

(d)(d)(d)(d) There are plans to provide extra land to accommodate about 330 containerThere are plans to provide extra land to accommodate about 330 containerThere are plans to provide extra land to accommodate about 330 containerThere are plans to provide extra land to accommodate about 330 container

vehicles at Sai Tso Wan in the western part of Tsing Yi. This should be availablevehicles at Sai Tso Wan in the western part of Tsing Yi. This should be availablevehicles at Sai Tso Wan in the western part of Tsing Yi. This should be availablevehicles at Sai Tso Wan in the western part of Tsing Yi. This should be available

in July this year.  There are also plans to make two sites available in northeastin July this year.  There are also plans to make two sites available in northeastin July this year.  There are also plans to make two sites available in northeastin July this year.  There are also plans to make two sites available in northeast

Tsing Yi by September this year for about 400 lorries.  In the longer term, provisionTsing Yi by September this year for about 400 lorries.  In the longer term, provisionTsing Yi by September this year for about 400 lorries.  In the longer term, provisionTsing Yi by September this year for about 400 lorries.  In the longer term, provision

for vehicle parking will be included in the development of Container Terminal No.for vehicle parking will be included in the development of Container Terminal No.for vehicle parking will be included in the development of Container Terminal No.for vehicle parking will be included in the development of Container Terminal No.

9, which will have a 36 hectare back-up area.9, which will have a 36 hectare back-up area.9, which will have a 36 hectare back-up area.9, which will have a 36 hectare back-up area.

KCRC's corporate intentKCRC's corporate intentKCRC's corporate intentKCRC's corporate intent

11.11.11.11. MR LEE WING-TAT asked: In the light of the Kowloon Canton Railway CorporationMR LEE WING-TAT asked: In the light of the Kowloon Canton Railway CorporationMR LEE WING-TAT asked: In the light of the Kowloon Canton Railway CorporationMR LEE WING-TAT asked: In the light of the Kowloon Canton Railway Corporation

(KCRC)'s recent statement regarding its "Policy Objectives" agreed with the(KCRC)'s recent statement regarding its "Policy Objectives" agreed with the(KCRC)'s recent statement regarding its "Policy Objectives" agreed with the(KCRC)'s recent statement regarding its "Policy Objectives" agreed with the

Government in 1990 which include, inter alia, a target rate of return of 12% to 15%Government in 1990 which include, inter alia, a target rate of return of 12% to 15%Government in 1990 which include, inter alia, a target rate of return of 12% to 15%Government in 1990 which include, inter alia, a target rate of return of 12% to 15%

based on net fixed assets, will the Government inform this Council:based on net fixed assets, will the Government inform this Council:based on net fixed assets, will the Government inform this Council:based on net fixed assets, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) what the nature of this agreement is and whether it has been approved by thewhat the nature of this agreement is and whether it has been approved by thewhat the nature of this agreement is and whether it has been approved by thewhat the nature of this agreement is and whether it has been approved by the

Executive Council;Executive Council;Executive Council;Executive Council;

(b)(b)(b)(b) of the reasons for not announcing the agreement reached in 1990 until now;of the reasons for not announcing the agreement reached in 1990 until now;of the reasons for not announcing the agreement reached in 1990 until now;of the reasons for not announcing the agreement reached in 1990 until now;

(c)(c)(c)(c) given the public criticisms against using a percentage of net fixed assetsgiven the public criticisms against using a percentage of net fixed assetsgiven the public criticisms against using a percentage of net fixed assetsgiven the public criticisms against using a percentage of net fixed assets

as the permitted rate of return for public utilities companies, what the reasons foras the permitted rate of return for public utilities companies, what the reasons foras the permitted rate of return for public utilities companies, what the reasons foras the permitted rate of return for public utilities companies, what the reasons for

the Government reaching the above agreement with KCRC are and in what ways thisthe Government reaching the above agreement with KCRC are and in what ways thisthe Government reaching the above agreement with KCRC are and in what ways thisthe Government reaching the above agreement with KCRC are and in what ways this

agreement will benefit the public; andagreement will benefit the public; andagreement will benefit the public; andagreement will benefit the public; and

(d)(d)(d)(d) whether a similar agreement has been reached with the Mass Transit Railwaywhether a similar agreement has been reached with the Mass Transit Railwaywhether a similar agreement has been reached with the Mass Transit Railwaywhether a similar agreement has been reached with the Mass Transit Railway

Corporation?Corporation?Corporation?Corporation?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Mr Deputy President,

(a)(a)(a)(a) In late 1990, the Government and the Kowloon-Canton Railway CorporationIn late 1990, the Government and the Kowloon-Canton Railway CorporationIn late 1990, the Government and the Kowloon-Canton Railway CorporationIn late 1990, the Government and the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation



agreed on a set of broad internal guidelines for adoption as the Corporation'sagreed on a set of broad internal guidelines for adoption as the Corporation'sagreed on a set of broad internal guidelines for adoption as the Corporation'sagreed on a set of broad internal guidelines for adoption as the Corporation's

corporate intent.  One of the guidelines is that the Corporation should aim to achievecorporate intent.  One of the guidelines is that the Corporation should aim to achievecorporate intent.  One of the guidelines is that the Corporation should aim to achievecorporate intent.  One of the guidelines is that the Corporation should aim to achieve

a rate of return of between 12% and 15% on net fixed assets.  This rate is a long-terma rate of return of between 12% and 15% on net fixed assets.  This rate is a long-terma rate of return of between 12% and 15% on net fixed assets.  This rate is a long-terma rate of return of between 12% and 15% on net fixed assets.  This rate is a long-term

target which is indicative rather than definitive.  It is not to be used as the soletarget which is indicative rather than definitive.  It is not to be used as the soletarget which is indicative rather than definitive.  It is not to be used as the soletarget which is indicative rather than definitive.  It is not to be used as the sole

indicator to evaluate performance.  This rate was set by the Financial Secretaryindicator to evaluate performance.  This rate was set by the Financial Secretaryindicator to evaluate performance.  This rate was set by the Financial Secretaryindicator to evaluate performance.  This rate was set by the Financial Secretary

under section 8(2) of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation Ordinance (Cap. 372).under section 8(2) of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation Ordinance (Cap. 372).under section 8(2) of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation Ordinance (Cap. 372).under section 8(2) of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation Ordinance (Cap. 372).

Although these internal guidelines did not require the Executive Council's approval,Although these internal guidelines did not require the Executive Council's approval,Although these internal guidelines did not require the Executive Council's approval,Although these internal guidelines did not require the Executive Council's approval,

the Council was informed in March 1991.the Council was informed in March 1991.the Council was informed in March 1991.the Council was informed in March 1991.

(b)(b)(b)(b) As the guidelines are intended for internalAs the guidelines are intended for internalAs the guidelines are intended for internalAs the guidelines are intended for internal guidance within the KCRC and guidance within the KCRC and guidance within the KCRC and guidance within the KCRC and

involve commercial confidentiality, they have not been publicized.  However, in theinvolve commercial confidentiality, they have not been publicized.  However, in theinvolve commercial confidentiality, they have not been publicized.  However, in theinvolve commercial confidentiality, they have not been publicized.  However, in the

Administration's brief to the Legislative Council on 14 December 1989, Members wereAdministration's brief to the Legislative Council on 14 December 1989, Members wereAdministration's brief to the Legislative Council on 14 December 1989, Members wereAdministration's brief to the Legislative Council on 14 December 1989, Members were

advised that as part of the Administration's arrangements to strengthen theadvised that as part of the Administration's arrangements to strengthen theadvised that as part of the Administration's arrangements to strengthen theadvised that as part of the Administration's arrangements to strengthen the

Government's monitoring over the KCRC, discussion would be held with the CorporationGovernment's monitoring over the KCRC, discussion would be held with the CorporationGovernment's monitoring over the KCRC, discussion would be held with the CorporationGovernment's monitoring over the KCRC, discussion would be held with the Corporation

to determine a rate of return on assets that it was expected to achieve.  Subsequently,to determine a rate of return on assets that it was expected to achieve.  Subsequently,to determine a rate of return on assets that it was expected to achieve.  Subsequently,to determine a rate of return on assets that it was expected to achieve.  Subsequently,

during a presentation by the KCRC at the OMELCO Transport Panel meeting held on 18during a presentation by the KCRC at the OMELCO Transport Panel meeting held on 18during a presentation by the KCRC at the OMELCO Transport Panel meeting held on 18during a presentation by the KCRC at the OMELCO Transport Panel meeting held on 18

April 1991, specific reference was made to the target rate of return of 12% to 15%April 1991, specific reference was made to the target rate of return of 12% to 15%April 1991, specific reference was made to the target rate of return of 12% to 15%April 1991, specific reference was made to the target rate of return of 12% to 15%

on net fixed assets.on net fixed assets.on net fixed assets.on net fixed assets.

(c)(c)(c)(c) As stated in (a) above, the target of 12% to 15% is not a permitted orAs stated in (a) above, the target of 12% to 15% is not a permitted orAs stated in (a) above, the target of 12% to 15% is not a permitted orAs stated in (a) above, the target of 12% to 15% is not a permitted or

guaranteed return.  In 1991, KCRC's rate of return on fixed assets was 8% beforeguaranteed return.  In 1991, KCRC's rate of return on fixed assets was 8% beforeguaranteed return.  In 1991, KCRC's rate of return on fixed assets was 8% beforeguaranteed return.  In 1991, KCRC's rate of return on fixed assets was 8% before

property income and 9% after property income.  The KCRC expects that excludingproperty income and 9% after property income.  The KCRC expects that excludingproperty income and 9% after property income.  The KCRC expects that excludingproperty income and 9% after property income.  The KCRC expects that excluding

property income, the return on its net fixed assets will only be around 6%  to 7%property income, the return on its net fixed assets will only be around 6%  to 7%property income, the return on its net fixed assets will only be around 6%  to 7%property income, the return on its net fixed assets will only be around 6%  to 7%

per annum in the next five years.  The adoption of these guidelines is consideredper annum in the next five years.  The adoption of these guidelines is consideredper annum in the next five years.  The adoption of these guidelines is consideredper annum in the next five years.  The adoption of these guidelines is considered

desirable for the KCRC to ensure its operation on prudent commercial principlesdesirable for the KCRC to ensure its operation on prudent commercial principlesdesirable for the KCRC to ensure its operation on prudent commercial principlesdesirable for the KCRC to ensure its operation on prudent commercial principles

without government subsidy.  Specifically, a rate of return will ensure that thewithout government subsidy.  Specifically, a rate of return will ensure that thewithout government subsidy.  Specifically, a rate of return will ensure that thewithout government subsidy.  Specifically, a rate of return will ensure that the

Corporation will build up sufficient reserves over time to finance major developmentCorporation will build up sufficient reserves over time to finance major developmentCorporation will build up sufficient reserves over time to finance major developmentCorporation will build up sufficient reserves over time to finance major development

projects without recourse to the taxpayer.projects without recourse to the taxpayer.projects without recourse to the taxpayer.projects without recourse to the taxpayer.

(d)(d)(d)(d) No similar agreement was made with the Mass Transit Railway Corporation whichNo similar agreement was made with the Mass Transit Railway Corporation whichNo similar agreement was made with the Mass Transit Railway Corporation whichNo similar agreement was made with the Mass Transit Railway Corporation which

is governed by a separate Ordinance.is governed by a separate Ordinance.is governed by a separate Ordinance.is governed by a separate Ordinance.

Neighbourhood Level Community Development ProjectsNeighbourhood Level Community Development ProjectsNeighbourhood Level Community Development ProjectsNeighbourhood Level Community Development Projects

12.12.12.12. MR FREDERICK FUNG asked: In allMR FREDERICK FUNG asked: In allMR FREDERICK FUNG asked: In allMR FREDERICK FUNG asked: In allowing social service groups to undertakeowing social service groups to undertakeowing social service groups to undertakeowing social service groups to undertake



Neighbourhood Level Community Development Projects (NLCDP) in Mark III to VI publicNeighbourhood Level Community Development Projects (NLCDP) in Mark III to VI publicNeighbourhood Level Community Development Projects (NLCDP) in Mark III to VI publicNeighbourhood Level Community Development Projects (NLCDP) in Mark III to VI public

housing estates, will the Government inform this Council:housing estates, will the Government inform this Council:housing estates, will the Government inform this Council:housing estates, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)(a)(a)(a) whether priority will be given to reserving and allocating units aswhether priority will be given to reserving and allocating units aswhether priority will be given to reserving and allocating units aswhether priority will be given to reserving and allocating units as community community community community

development centres for use by the social service groups as office and for organizingdevelopment centres for use by the social service groups as office and for organizingdevelopment centres for use by the social service groups as office and for organizingdevelopment centres for use by the social service groups as office and for organizing

activities;activities;activities;activities;

(b)(b)(b)(b) whether consideration will be given to converting units designated forwhether consideration will be given to converting units designated forwhether consideration will be given to converting units designated forwhether consideration will be given to converting units designated for

commercial or residential use as community development centres, and if so, what thecommercial or residential use as community development centres, and if so, what thecommercial or residential use as community development centres, and if so, what thecommercial or residential use as community development centres, and if so, what the

procedures and criteria for such conversion are;procedures and criteria for such conversion are;procedures and criteria for such conversion are;procedures and criteria for such conversion are;

(c)(c)(c)(c) whether the floor areas allocated for these community development centreswhether the floor areas allocated for these community development centreswhether the floor areas allocated for these community development centreswhether the floor areas allocated for these community development centres

will comply with the standard laid down in the Operational Guidelines for NLCDP;will comply with the standard laid down in the Operational Guidelines for NLCDP;will comply with the standard laid down in the Operational Guidelines for NLCDP;will comply with the standard laid down in the Operational Guidelines for NLCDP;

(d)(d)(d)(d) whether used units will bewhether used units will bewhether used units will bewhether used units will be restored to their original condition on vacant restored to their original condition on vacant restored to their original condition on vacant restored to their original condition on vacant

possession by previous tenants before they are let to social service groups aspossession by previous tenants before they are let to social service groups aspossession by previous tenants before they are let to social service groups aspossession by previous tenants before they are let to social service groups as

community development centres; andcommunity development centres; andcommunity development centres; andcommunity development centres; and

(e)(e)(e)(e) what arrangements will be made to ensure that applications for renting vacantwhat arrangements will be made to ensure that applications for renting vacantwhat arrangements will be made to ensure that applications for renting vacantwhat arrangements will be made to ensure that applications for renting vacant

units as community development centres will be processed within the target date ofunits as community development centres will be processed within the target date ofunits as community development centres will be processed within the target date ofunits as community development centres will be processed within the target date of

four months so that the Community Development Projects can commence at an early date?four months so that the Community Development Projects can commence at an early date?four months so that the Community Development Projects can commence at an early date?four months so that the Community Development Projects can commence at an early date?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the NLCDPs are carried out bySECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the NLCDPs are carried out bySECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the NLCDPs are carried out bySECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Mr Deputy President, the NLCDPs are carried out by

subvented agencies in areas where the provision of social facilities and welfaresubvented agencies in areas where the provision of social facilities and welfaresubvented agencies in areas where the provision of social facilities and welfaresubvented agencies in areas where the provision of social facilities and welfare

services is non-existent or inadequate.  Such areas have included temporary housingservices is non-existent or inadequate.  Such areas have included temporary housingservices is non-existent or inadequate.  Such areas have included temporary housingservices is non-existent or inadequate.  Such areas have included temporary housing

areas, squatter areas, cottage areas, and Mark I to VI public housing estates thatareas, squatter areas, cottage areas, and Mark I to VI public housing estates thatareas, squatter areas, cottage areas, and Mark I to VI public housing estates thatareas, squatter areas, cottage areas, and Mark I to VI public housing estates that

are due for imminent redevelopment.are due for imminent redevelopment.are due for imminent redevelopment.are due for imminent redevelopment.

The NLCDP team is generally the main social welfare agency in the priority area,The NLCDP team is generally the main social welfare agency in the priority area,The NLCDP team is generally the main social welfare agency in the priority area,The NLCDP team is generally the main social welfare agency in the priority area,

providing a package of welfare services to the target population.providing a package of welfare services to the target population.providing a package of welfare services to the target population.providing a package of welfare services to the target population.

Since May 1989 the Committee on Neighbourhood Level Community DevelopmentSince May 1989 the Committee on Neighbourhood Level Community DevelopmentSince May 1989 the Committee on Neighbourhood Level Community DevelopmentSince May 1989 the Committee on Neighbourhood Level Community Development

Projects has approved the extension of NLCDP teams, inter alia, to Mark III to VIProjects has approved the extension of NLCDP teams, inter alia, to Mark III to VIProjects has approved the extension of NLCDP teams, inter alia, to Mark III to VIProjects has approved the extension of NLCDP teams, inter alia, to Mark III to VI

public housing estates.  A total of 51 teams have been set up, 14 serve these estates.public housing estates.  A total of 51 teams have been set up, 14 serve these estates.public housing estates.  A total of 51 teams have been set up, 14 serve these estates.public housing estates.  A total of 51 teams have been set up, 14 serve these estates.

The Social Welfare Department approves applications from agencies to provide servicesThe Social Welfare Department approves applications from agencies to provide servicesThe Social Welfare Department approves applications from agencies to provide servicesThe Social Welfare Department approves applications from agencies to provide services

in each case.  It is a matter for the agency to apply to the Housing Authority forin each case.  It is a matter for the agency to apply to the Housing Authority forin each case.  It is a matter for the agency to apply to the Housing Authority forin each case.  It is a matter for the agency to apply to the Housing Authority for

the allocation of suitable accommodation, if necessary.the allocation of suitable accommodation, if necessary.the allocation of suitable accommodation, if necessary.the allocation of suitable accommodation, if necessary.



The Housing Authority considers applications from a voluntary agency for premisesThe Housing Authority considers applications from a voluntary agency for premisesThe Housing Authority considers applications from a voluntary agency for premisesThe Housing Authority considers applications from a voluntary agency for premises

for NLCDP in the context of all other priorities and having regard to the wishes offor NLCDP in the context of all other priorities and having regard to the wishes offor NLCDP in the context of all other priorities and having regard to the wishes offor NLCDP in the context of all other priorities and having regard to the wishes of

estate residents.  To date, 13 units in Mark III to VI public housing estates thatestate residents.  To date, 13 units in Mark III to VI public housing estates thatestate residents.  To date, 13 units in Mark III to VI public housing estates thatestate residents.  To date, 13 units in Mark III to VI public housing estates that

are scheduled for redevelopment have been allocated to NLCDP teams for use as a baseare scheduled for redevelopment have been allocated to NLCDP teams for use as a baseare scheduled for redevelopment have been allocated to NLCDP teams for use as a baseare scheduled for redevelopment have been allocated to NLCDP teams for use as a base

for their work in the estate, there is one application still being processed.for their work in the estate, there is one application still being processed.for their work in the estate, there is one application still being processed.for their work in the estate, there is one application still being processed.

Under current policy, if vacant premises fail to attract commercial tenants afterUnder current policy, if vacant premises fail to attract commercial tenants afterUnder current policy, if vacant premises fail to attract commercial tenants afterUnder current policy, if vacant premises fail to attract commercial tenants after

repeated attempts to let, consideration may be given to conversion of such premisesrepeated attempts to let, consideration may be given to conversion of such premisesrepeated attempts to let, consideration may be given to conversion of such premisesrepeated attempts to let, consideration may be given to conversion of such premises

to community use, provided that such use is unlikely to affect adversely the businessto community use, provided that such use is unlikely to affect adversely the businessto community use, provided that such use is unlikely to affect adversely the businessto community use, provided that such use is unlikely to affect adversely the business

environment of nearby shops. Vacant domestic premises in blocks not due for imminentenvironment of nearby shops. Vacant domestic premises in blocks not due for imminentenvironment of nearby shops. Vacant domestic premises in blocks not due for imminentenvironment of nearby shops. Vacant domestic premises in blocks not due for imminent

redevelopment are relet to eligible applicants with a housing need.  Suitableredevelopment are relet to eligible applicants with a housing need.  Suitableredevelopment are relet to eligible applicants with a housing need.  Suitableredevelopment are relet to eligible applicants with a housing need.  Suitable

premises may be considered for conversion into community development centres if therepremises may be considered for conversion into community development centres if therepremises may be considered for conversion into community development centres if therepremises may be considered for conversion into community development centres if there

is no housing demand to be met and no objection from tenants in the block concernedis no housing demand to be met and no objection from tenants in the block concernedis no housing demand to be met and no objection from tenants in the block concernedis no housing demand to be met and no objection from tenants in the block concerned

to the proposed conversion.to the proposed conversion.to the proposed conversion.to the proposed conversion.

It is the aim to provide, as far as practicable, premises that meet the operationalIt is the aim to provide, as far as practicable, premises that meet the operationalIt is the aim to provide, as far as practicable, premises that meet the operationalIt is the aim to provide, as far as practicable, premises that meet the operational

guidelines laid down by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service.  For communityguidelines laid down by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service.  For communityguidelines laid down by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service.  For communityguidelines laid down by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service.  For community

development centres, premises between 50 sq m to 140 sq m are considered appropriatedevelopment centres, premises between 50 sq m to 140 sq m are considered appropriatedevelopment centres, premises between 50 sq m to 140 sq m are considered appropriatedevelopment centres, premises between 50 sq m to 140 sq m are considered appropriate

for allocation.  Based on operational experience, it has been possible to makefor allocation.  Based on operational experience, it has been possible to makefor allocation.  Based on operational experience, it has been possible to makefor allocation.  Based on operational experience, it has been possible to make

available premises within this range for use by these centres.available premises within this range for use by these centres.available premises within this range for use by these centres.available premises within this range for use by these centres.

It is the Housing Authority's established policy to render premises to aIt is the Housing Authority's established policy to render premises to aIt is the Housing Authority's established policy to render premises to aIt is the Housing Authority's established policy to render premises to a

tenantable condition before reletting.  The voluntary agencies nominated fortenantable condition before reletting.  The voluntary agencies nominated fortenantable condition before reletting.  The voluntary agencies nominated fortenantable condition before reletting.  The voluntary agencies nominated for

operating community development project centres are expected to meet the cost ofoperating community development project centres are expected to meet the cost ofoperating community development project centres are expected to meet the cost ofoperating community development project centres are expected to meet the cost of

special conversion since they may apply for a grant from the Social Welfare Departmentspecial conversion since they may apply for a grant from the Social Welfare Departmentspecial conversion since they may apply for a grant from the Social Welfare Departmentspecial conversion since they may apply for a grant from the Social Welfare Department

for this purpose.for this purpose.for this purpose.for this purpose.

Provided that suitable premises are available and that all supporting documentsProvided that suitable premises are available and that all supporting documentsProvided that suitable premises are available and that all supporting documentsProvided that suitable premises are available and that all supporting documents

are submitted together with the application, it has been possible to complete theare submitted together with the application, it has been possible to complete theare submitted together with the application, it has been possible to complete theare submitted together with the application, it has been possible to complete the

processing within four months from the date of submission.  Where delays have in theprocessing within four months from the date of submission.  Where delays have in theprocessing within four months from the date of submission.  Where delays have in theprocessing within four months from the date of submission.  Where delays have in the

past occurred, these are generally due to the voluntary agencies failing to providepast occurred, these are generally due to the voluntary agencies failing to providepast occurred, these are generally due to the voluntary agencies failing to providepast occurred, these are generally due to the voluntary agencies failing to provide

supporting material in time for verification.  Whenever this is likely Housingsupporting material in time for verification.  Whenever this is likely Housingsupporting material in time for verification.  Whenever this is likely Housingsupporting material in time for verification.  Whenever this is likely Housing

Department staff try to assist them.Department staff try to assist them.Department staff try to assist them.Department staff try to assist them.

MotionMotionMotionMotion



PUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCEPUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCEPUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCEPUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCE

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY moved the following motion:THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY moved the following motion:THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY moved the following motion:THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY moved the following motion:

"That -"That -"That -"That -

1.1.1.1. Authority is hereby given for a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000 to be chargedAuthority is hereby given for a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000 to be chargedAuthority is hereby given for a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000 to be chargedAuthority is hereby given for a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000 to be charged

on the general revenue in advance of an Appropriation Ordinance for expenditure onon the general revenue in advance of an Appropriation Ordinance for expenditure onon the general revenue in advance of an Appropriation Ordinance for expenditure onon the general revenue in advance of an Appropriation Ordinance for expenditure on

the services of the Government in respect of the financial year commencing on 1 Aprilthe services of the Government in respect of the financial year commencing on 1 Aprilthe services of the Government in respect of the financial year commencing on 1 Aprilthe services of the Government in respect of the financial year commencing on 1 April

1992.1992.1992.1992.

2.2.2.2. Subject to this resolution, the sum so charged may be expended against the headsSubject to this resolution, the sum so charged may be expended against the headsSubject to this resolution, the sum so charged may be expended against the headsSubject to this resolution, the sum so charged may be expended against the heads

of expenditure, and expenditure for each such head shall be arranged in accordanceof expenditure, and expenditure for each such head shall be arranged in accordanceof expenditure, and expenditure for each such head shall be arranged in accordanceof expenditure, and expenditure for each such head shall be arranged in accordance

with the subheads, shown in the draft Estimates of Expenditure 1992-93 or, where suchwith the subheads, shown in the draft Estimates of Expenditure 1992-93 or, where suchwith the subheads, shown in the draft Estimates of Expenditure 1992-93 or, where suchwith the subheads, shown in the draft Estimates of Expenditure 1992-93 or, where such

estimates are changed under the provisions of the Public Finance Ordinance as appliedestimates are changed under the provisions of the Public Finance Ordinance as appliedestimates are changed under the provisions of the Public Finance Ordinance as appliedestimates are changed under the provisions of the Public Finance Ordinance as applied

by section 7(2) of that Ordinance, in accordance with such estimates as so changed.by section 7(2) of that Ordinance, in accordance with such estimates as so changed.by section 7(2) of that Ordinance, in accordance with such estimates as so changed.by section 7(2) of that Ordinance, in accordance with such estimates as so changed.

3.3.3.3. Expenditure in respect of any head shall not exceed the aggregate of the amountsExpenditure in respect of any head shall not exceed the aggregate of the amountsExpenditure in respect of any head shall not exceed the aggregate of the amountsExpenditure in respect of any head shall not exceed the aggregate of the amounts

specified in respect of each subhead in that head, by reference to percentages, inspecified in respect of each subhead in that head, by reference to percentages, inspecified in respect of each subhead in that head, by reference to percentages, inspecified in respect of each subhead in that head, by reference to percentages, in

section 4(a) and (b).section 4(a) and (b).section 4(a) and (b).section 4(a) and (b).

4.4.4.4. Expenditure in respect of Expenditure in respect of Expenditure in respect of Expenditure in respect of each subhead in a head shall not exceed -each subhead in a head shall not exceed -each subhead in a head shall not exceed -each subhead in a head shall not exceed -

(a)(a)(a)(a) in the case of a Recurrent Account subhead, an amount in the case of a Recurrent Account subhead, an amount in the case of a Recurrent Account subhead, an amount in the case of a Recurrent Account subhead, an amount equivalent to -equivalent to -equivalent to -equivalent to -

(i)(i)(i)(i) except where the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, 20% of the provisionexcept where the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, 20% of the provisionexcept where the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, 20% of the provisionexcept where the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, 20% of the provision

shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates;shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates;shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates;shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates;

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) where the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, that percentage of thewhere the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, that percentage of thewhere the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, that percentage of thewhere the subhead is listed in the Schedule hereto, that percentage of the

provision shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates which is specified in relationprovision shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates which is specified in relationprovision shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates which is specified in relationprovision shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates which is specified in relation

to that subhead in the Schedule; andto that subhead in the Schedule; andto that subhead in the Schedule; andto that subhead in the Schedule; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) in the case of a Capital Account subhead, an amount in the case of a Capital Account subhead, an amount in the case of a Capital Account subhead, an amount in the case of a Capital Account subhead, an amount equivalent to 100% ofequivalent to 100% ofequivalent to 100% ofequivalent to 100% of

the provision shown in respect of it in the provision shown in respect of it in the provision shown in respect of it in the provision shown in respect of it in the draft Estimates,the draft Estimates,the draft Estimates,the draft Estimates,

or such other amount, not exceeding the provision shown in respect of the subheador such other amount, not exceeding the provision shown in respect of the subheador such other amount, not exceeding the provision shown in respect of the subheador such other amount, not exceeding the provision shown in respect of the subhead

in the draft Estimates, as may in any case be approved by the Financial Secretary.in the draft Estimates, as may in any case be approved by the Financial Secretary.in the draft Estimates, as may in any case be approved by the Financial Secretary.in the draft Estimates, as may in any case be approved by the Financial Secretary.



SCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULESCHEDULE

PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage

of provisionof provisionof provisionof provision

shown in draftshown in draftshown in draftshown in draft Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure SubheadSubheadSubheadSubhead EstimatesEstimatesEstimatesEstimates

22222222 Agriculture andAgriculture andAgriculture andAgriculture and 452452452452 Royal Society for theRoyal Society for theRoyal Society for theRoyal Society for the

Fisheries DepartmentFisheries DepartmentFisheries DepartmentFisheries Department Prevention of Cruelty toPrevention of Cruelty toPrevention of Cruelty toPrevention of Cruelty to

Animals (Hong Kong).............Animals (Hong Kong).............Animals (Hong Kong).............Animals (Hong Kong)............. 25252525

456456456456 World Wide Fund forWorld Wide Fund forWorld Wide Fund forWorld Wide Fund for

Nature (Hong Kong)...............Nature (Hong Kong)...............Nature (Hong Kong)...............Nature (Hong Kong)............... 25252525

PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage

of provisionof provisionof provisionof provision

shown in draftshown in draftshown in draftshown in draft Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure SubheadSubheadSubheadSubhead EstimatesEstimatesEstimatesEstimates

91919191 Buildings and LandsBuildings and LandsBuildings and LandsBuildings and Lands 221221221221 Clearance of CrownClearance of CrownClearance of CrownClearance of Crown

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment Land -- ex-gratiaLand -- ex-gratiaLand -- ex-gratiaLand -- ex-gratia

allowances..............................allowances..............................allowances..............................allowances.............................. 50505050

222259595959 Enforcement of the BuildingsEnforcement of the BuildingsEnforcement of the BuildingsEnforcement of the Buildings

Ordinance -- works onOrdinance -- works onOrdinance -- works onOrdinance -- works on

private property.....................private property.....................private property.....................private property..................... 40404040

28282828 Civil AviationCivil AviationCivil AviationCivil Aviation 170170170170 Airport insurance...................Airport insurance...................Airport insurance...................Airport insurance................... 100100100100

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment

281281281281 Air passenger departure taxAir passenger departure taxAir passenger departure taxAir passenger departure tax

administration fees..................administration fees..................administration fees..................administration fees.................. 30303030

43434343 Civil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil Engineering 255255255255 Storage of explosives...............Storage of explosives...............Storage of explosives...............Storage of explosives............... 30303030

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment

40404040 Education DepartmentEducation DepartmentEducation DepartmentEducation Department 325325325325 Direct Subsidy Scheme............Direct Subsidy Scheme............Direct Subsidy Scheme............Direct Subsidy Scheme............ 30303030

330330330330 Assistance to privateAssistance to privateAssistance to privateAssistance to private

secondary schools andsecondary schools andsecondary schools andsecondary schools and

bought places..........................bought places..........................bought places..........................bought places.......................... 30303030



350350350350 RefunRefunRefunRefund of rents and ratesd of rents and ratesd of rents and ratesd of rents and rates

to kindergartens, privateto kindergartens, privateto kindergartens, privateto kindergartens, private

schools and study rooms..........schools and study rooms..........schools and study rooms..........schools and study rooms.......... 30303030

489489489489 Miscellaneous educationalMiscellaneous educationalMiscellaneous educationalMiscellaneous educational

services..................................services..................................services..................................services.................................. 30303030

46464646 General Expenses ofGeneral Expenses ofGeneral Expenses ofGeneral Expenses of 013013013013 Personal allowances................Personal allowances................Personal allowances................Personal allowances................ 35353535

the Civil Servicthe Civil Servicthe Civil Servicthe Civil Serviceeee

50505050 Government LandGovernment LandGovernment LandGovernment Land 225225225225 Traffic accident victimsTraffic accident victimsTraffic accident victimsTraffic accident victims

Transport AgencyTransport AgencyTransport AgencyTransport Agency assistance scheme -- levies.......assistance scheme -- levies.......assistance scheme -- levies.......assistance scheme -- levies....... 100100100100

53535353 GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment 285285285285 Promotional activities onPromotional activities onPromotional activities onPromotional activities on

Secretariat: CitySecretariat: CitySecretariat: CitySecretariat: City building management..............building management..............building management..............building management.............. 23232323

and New Territoriesand New Territoriesand New Territoriesand New Territories

AdministrationAdministrationAdministrationAdministration

PPPPercentageercentageercentageercentage

of provisionof provisionof provisionof provision

shown in draftshown in draftshown in draftshown in draft Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure SubheadSubheadSubheadSubhead EstimatesEstimatesEstimatesEstimates

60606060 Highways DepartmentHighways DepartmentHighways DepartmentHighways Department 260260260260 Installation of street Installation of street Installation of street Installation of street 

lighting -- residual payments...lighting -- residual payments...lighting -- residual payments...lighting -- residual payments... 40404040

273273273273 Highways maintenance.............Highways maintenance.............Highways maintenance.............Highways maintenance............. 30303030

61616161 Hospital Services Hospital Services Hospital Services Hospital Services 001001001001 Salaries..Salaries..Salaries..Salaries.................................................................................................................................. 26262626

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment

62626262 Housing DepartmentHousing DepartmentHousing DepartmentHousing Department 228228228228 Clearance...............................Clearance...............................Clearance...............................Clearance............................... 25252525

232232232232 Squatter control......................Squatter control......................Squatter control......................Squatter control...................... 25252525

268268268268 Clearance of the KowloonClearance of the KowloonClearance of the KowloonClearance of the Kowloon



Walled City............................Walled City............................Walled City............................Walled City............................ 25252525

73737373 IndustIndustIndustIndustry Departmentry Departmentry Departmentry Department 513513513513 Hong Kong QualityHong Kong QualityHong Kong QualityHong Kong Quality

Assurance Agency...................Assurance Agency...................Assurance Agency...................Assurance Agency................... 25252525

76767676 Inland RevenueInland RevenueInland RevenueInland Revenue 002002002002 Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances............................. 25252525

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment

149149149149 General departmentalGeneral departmentalGeneral departmentalGeneral departmental

expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses................................. 25252525

189189189189 Interest on tax reInterest on tax reInterest on tax reInterest on tax reserveserveserveserve

certificates.............................certificates.............................certificates.............................certificates............................. 35353535

209209209209 Special legal expenses..............Special legal expenses..............Special legal expenses..............Special legal expenses.............. 25252525

34343434 Internal Security:Internal Security:Internal Security:Internal Security: 195195195195 Defence Costs Agreement:Defence Costs Agreement:Defence Costs Agreement:Defence Costs Agreement:

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous cash contribution....................cash contribution....................cash contribution....................cash contribution.................... 25252525

MeasuresMeasuresMeasuresMeasures

92929292 Legal DepartmentLegal DepartmentLegal DepartmentLegal Department 234234234234 Court costsCourt costsCourt costsCourt costs.................................................................................................................... 32323232

243243243243 Hire of legal services andHire of legal services andHire of legal services andHire of legal services and

related professional fees..........related professional fees..........related professional fees..........related professional fees.......... 25252525

120120120120 PensionsPensionsPensionsPensions 015015015015 Civil, judicial service andCivil, judicial service andCivil, judicial service andCivil, judicial service and

police pension benefitspolice pension benefitspolice pension benefitspolice pension benefits

and compensation....................and compensation....................and compensation....................and compensation.................... 30303030

016016016016 Gratuities for officers Gratuities for officers Gratuities for officers Gratuities for officers onononon

contract.................................contract.................................contract.................................contract................................. 30303030

PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage

of provisionof provisionof provisionof provision

shown in draftshown in draftshown in draftshown in draft Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure SubheadSubheadSubheadSubhead EstimatesEstimatesEstimatesEstimates

017017017017 Widows' and children'sWidows' and children'sWidows' and children'sWidows' and children's

pensions, widows' and orphans'pensions, widows' and orphans'pensions, widows' and orphans'pensions, widows' and orphans'

pensions and increases.............pensions and increases.............pensions and increases.............pensions and increases............. 30303030



026026026026 EmploEmploEmploEmployees' compensation........yees' compensation........yees' compensation........yees' compensation........ 50505050

118118118118 Planning DepartmentPlanning DepartmentPlanning DepartmentPlanning Department 149149149149 General departmentalGeneral departmentalGeneral departmentalGeneral departmental

expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses................................. 30303030

126126126126 Post OfficePost OfficePost OfficePost Office 002002002002 Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances............................. 25252525

130130130130 Printing DepartmentPrinting DepartmentPrinting DepartmentPrinting Department 002002002002 Allowances.........................Allowances.........................Allowances.........................Allowances......................................... 25252525

170170170170 Social WelfareSocial WelfareSocial WelfareSocial Welfare 177177177177 Emergency relief....................Emergency relief....................Emergency relief....................Emergency relief.................... 100100100100

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment

179179179179 Public assistance scheme..........Public assistance scheme..........Public assistance scheme..........Public assistance scheme.......... 25252525

180180180180 Special needs allowances..........Special needs allowances..........Special needs allowances..........Special needs allowances.......... 25252525

410410410410 Rehabilitation servicesRehabilitation servicesRehabilitation servicesRehabilitation services

(grants)..................................(grants)..................................(grants)..................................(grants).................................. 25252525

411411411411 Social welfare servicesSocial welfare servicesSocial welfare servicesSocial welfare services

(grants)..................................(grants)..................................(grants)..................................(grants).................................. 25252525

412412412412 Refunds of rates......................Refunds of rates......................Refunds of rates......................Refunds of rates...................... 25252525

176176176176 Subventions:Subventions:Subventions:Subventions: 416416416416 Commonwealth ParliamentaryCommonwealth ParliamentaryCommonwealth ParliamentaryCommonwealth Parliamentary

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous Association (Hong KongAssociation (Hong KongAssociation (Hong KongAssociation (Hong Kong

Branch)...............................Branch)...............................Branch)...............................Branch)....................................... 59595959

437437437437 Hong Kong -- Japan BusinessHong Kong -- Japan BusinessHong Kong -- Japan BusinessHong Kong -- Japan Business

Co-operation Committee..........Co-operation Committee..........Co-operation Committee..........Co-operation Committee.......... 25252525

446446446446 Law Society Legal Advice andLaw Society Legal Advice andLaw Society Legal Advice andLaw Society Legal Advice and

Duty Lawyer Schemes.............Duty Lawyer Schemes.............Duty Lawyer Schemes.............Duty Lawyer Schemes............. 25252525

475475475475 Outward Bound Trust ofOutward Bound Trust ofOutward Bound Trust ofOutward Bound Trust of

Hong Kong.............................Hong Kong.............................Hong Kong.............................Hong Kong............................. 25252525

487487487487 Subventions for perSubventions for perSubventions for perSubventions for performingformingformingforming

arts activities..........................arts activities..........................arts activities..........................arts activities.......................... 30303030



PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage

of provisionof provisionof provisionof provision

shown in draftshown in draftshown in draftshown in draft Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure SubheadSubheadSubheadSubhead EstimatesEstimatesEstimatesEstimates

502502502502 Hong Kong ArchaeologicalHong Kong ArchaeologicalHong Kong ArchaeologicalHong Kong Archaeological

Society...................................Society...................................Society...................................Society................................... 100100100100

503503503503 Subventions to voluntarSubventions to voluntarSubventions to voluntarSubventions to voluntaryyyy

agency camps.........................agency camps.........................agency camps.........................agency camps......................... 25252525

504504504504 Hong Kong Council onHong Kong Council onHong Kong Council onHong Kong Council on

Smoking and Health................Smoking and Health................Smoking and Health................Smoking and Health................ 25252525

177177177177 Subventions:Subventions:Subventions:Subventions: 429429429429 Consumer Council..................Consumer Council..................Consumer Council..................Consumer Council.................. 79797979

Non-DepartmentalNon-DepartmentalNon-DepartmentalNon-Departmental

Public BodiesPublic BodiesPublic BodiesPublic Bodies 441441441441 Hong Kong ProductivityHong Kong ProductivityHong Kong ProductivityHong Kong Productivity

Council...........Council...........Council...........Council....................................................................................................... 25252525

443443443443 Hong Kong TouristHong Kong TouristHong Kong TouristHong Kong Tourist

Association.............................Association.............................Association.............................Association............................. 25252525

444444444444 Hong Kong TradeHong Kong TradeHong Kong TradeHong Kong Trade

Development Council..............Development Council..............Development Council..............Development Council.............. 25252525

520520520520 Vocational Training Council....Vocational Training Council....Vocational Training Council....Vocational Training Council.... 25252525

178178178178 Technical EducationTechnical EducationTechnical EducationTechnical Education 001001001001 Salaries...............Salaries...............Salaries...............Salaries........................................................................................... 65656565

and Industrialand Industrialand Industrialand Industrial

Training DepartmentTraining DepartmentTraining DepartmentTraining Department

188188188188 TreasuryTreasuryTreasuryTreasury 002002002002 Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances............................. 30303030

163163163163 Write-offs..............................Write-offs..............................Write-offs..............................Write-offs.............................. 50505050

187187187187 Agents' commission andAgents' commission andAgents' commission andAgents' commission and

expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses................................. 75757575



190190190190 Other miscellaneous items.......Other miscellaneous items.......Other miscellaneous items.......Other miscellaneous items....... 100100100100

191191191191 Payment to Cross-HarbourPayment to Cross-HarbourPayment to Cross-HarbourPayment to Cross-Harbour

Tunnel Company Limited........Tunnel Company Limited........Tunnel Company Limited........Tunnel Company Limited........ 100100100100

192192192192 Refunds of revenue.................Refunds of revenue.................Refunds of revenue.................Refunds of revenue................. 100100100100

190190190190 Universities andUniversities andUniversities andUniversities and 002002002002 Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances.............................Allowances............................. 25252525

PolytechnicsPolytechnicsPolytechnicsPolytechnics

PercentagePercentagePercentagePercentage

of provisionof provisionof provisionof provision

shown in draftshown in draftshown in draftshown in draft Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure SubheadSubheadSubheadSubhead EstimatesEstimatesEstimatesEstimates

149149149149 General departmentalGeneral departmentalGeneral departmentalGeneral departmental

expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses.................................expenses................................. 40404040

169169169169 Visitation...............................Visitation...............................Visitation...............................Visitation............................... 35353535

492492492492 Grants to universities,Grants to universities,Grants to universities,Grants to universities,

polytechnics, Baptistpolytechnics, Baptistpolytechnics, Baptistpolytechnics, Baptist

College and LingnanCollege and LingnanCollege and LingnanCollege and Lingnan

College..................................College..................................College..................................College.................................. 25252525

496496496496 Refund of rates --Refund of rates --Refund of rates --Refund of rates --

universities, polytechnics,universities, polytechnics,universities, polytechnics,universities, polytechnics,

Baptist College andBaptist College andBaptist College andBaptist College and

Lingnan College..................Lingnan College..................Lingnan College..................Lingnan College.................. 25252525

194194194194 Water SuppliesWater SuppliesWater SuppliesWater Supplies 223223223223 Purchase of water...................Purchase of water...................Purchase of water...................Purchase of water................... 25252525

DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment

Explanatory NoteExplanatory NoteExplanatory NoteExplanatory Note

This resolution authorizes the expenditure of a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000This resolution authorizes the expenditure of a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000This resolution authorizes the expenditure of a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000This resolution authorizes the expenditure of a sum not exceeding $39,204,635,000

on the services of the Government prior to the enactment of an Appropriation Ordinanceon the services of the Government prior to the enactment of an Appropriation Ordinanceon the services of the Government prior to the enactment of an Appropriation Ordinanceon the services of the Government prior to the enactment of an Appropriation Ordinance

for the 1992-93 financial year.for the 1992-93 financial year.for the 1992-93 financial year.for the 1992-93 financial year.



FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name inFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name inFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name inFINANCIAL SECRETARY: Mr Deputy President, I move the motion standing in my name in

the Order Paper.the Order Paper.the Order Paper.the Order Paper.

The purpose of this motion is to seek funds on account to enable the GovernmentThe purpose of this motion is to seek funds on account to enable the GovernmentThe purpose of this motion is to seek funds on account to enable the GovernmentThe purpose of this motion is to seek funds on account to enable the Government

to carry on existing services between the start of the financial year on 1 April 1992to carry on existing services between the start of the financial year on 1 April 1992to carry on existing services between the start of the financial year on 1 April 1992to carry on existing services between the start of the financial year on 1 April 1992

and the enactment of the Appropriation Bill.and the enactment of the Appropriation Bill.and the enactment of the Appropriation Bill.and the enactment of the Appropriation Bill.

The funds on account sought under each subhead have been determined in accordanceThe funds on account sought under each subhead have been determined in accordanceThe funds on account sought under each subhead have been determined in accordanceThe funds on account sought under each subhead have been determined in accordance

with paragraph four of the resolution, by reference to percentages of the provisionwith paragraph four of the resolution, by reference to percentages of the provisionwith paragraph four of the resolution, by reference to percentages of the provisionwith paragraph four of the resolution, by reference to percentages of the provision

shown in the draft Estimates.  As the draft Estimates are changed from time to time,shown in the draft Estimates.  As the draft Estimates are changed from time to time,shown in the draft Estimates.  As the draft Estimates are changed from time to time,shown in the draft Estimates.  As the draft Estimates are changed from time to time,

by the Finance Committee or under delegated powers, the provision to which theby the Finance Committee or under delegated powers, the provision to which theby the Finance Committee or under delegated powers, the provision to which theby the Finance Committee or under delegated powers, the provision to which the

percentages are applied will also change.  Thus the provision on account under eachpercentages are applied will also change.  Thus the provision on account under eachpercentages are applied will also change.  Thus the provision on account under eachpercentages are applied will also change.  Thus the provision on account under each

head is not constant but may vary, with every increase being matched by an equalhead is not constant but may vary, with every increase being matched by an equalhead is not constant but may vary, with every increase being matched by an equalhead is not constant but may vary, with every increase being matched by an equal

decrease.  The initial provision on account under each head is shown in a footnotedecrease.  The initial provision on account under each head is shown in a footnotedecrease.  The initial provision on account under each head is shown in a footnotedecrease.  The initial provision on account under each head is shown in a footnote

to this speech. The aggregate total under all heads is fixed, however, atto this speech. The aggregate total under all heads is fixed, however, atto this speech. The aggregate total under all heads is fixed, however, atto this speech. The aggregate total under all heads is fixed, however, at

$39,204,635,000 and cannot be exceeded without the approval of this Council.$39,204,635,000 and cannot be exceeded without the approval of this Council.$39,204,635,000 and cannot be exceeded without the approval of this Council.$39,204,635,000 and cannot be exceeded without the approval of this Council.

The resolution also enables the Financial Secretary to vary the funds on accountThe resolution also enables the Financial Secretary to vary the funds on accountThe resolution also enables the Financial Secretary to vary the funds on accountThe resolution also enables the Financial Secretary to vary the funds on account

in respect of any subhead, provided that these variations do not cause an excess overin respect of any subhead, provided that these variations do not cause an excess overin respect of any subhead, provided that these variations do not cause an excess overin respect of any subhead, provided that these variations do not cause an excess over

the amount of provision entered for that subhead in the draft Estimates or an excessthe amount of provision entered for that subhead in the draft Estimates or an excessthe amount of provision entered for that subhead in the draft Estimates or an excessthe amount of provision entered for that subhead in the draft Estimates or an excess

over the amount of funds on account for the head.over the amount of funds on account for the head.over the amount of funds on account for the head.over the amount of funds on account for the head.

A vote on account warrant will be issued to the Director of Accounting ServicesA vote on account warrant will be issued to the Director of Accounting ServicesA vote on account warrant will be issued to the Director of Accounting ServicesA vote on account warrant will be issued to the Director of Accounting Services

authorizing him to make payments up to the amount specified in this motion and inauthorizing him to make payments up to the amount specified in this motion and inauthorizing him to make payments up to the amount specified in this motion and inauthorizing him to make payments up to the amount specified in this motion and in

accordance with its conditions.  The vote on account will be subsumed upon theaccordance with its conditions.  The vote on account will be subsumed upon theaccordance with its conditions.  The vote on account will be subsumed upon theaccordance with its conditions.  The vote on account will be subsumed upon the

enactment of the Appropriation Bill, and the general warrant issued after theenactment of the Appropriation Bill, and the general warrant issued after theenactment of the Appropriation Bill, and the general warrant issued after theenactment of the Appropriation Bill, and the general warrant issued after the

enactment of the Appropriation Bill will replace the vote on account warrant and willenactment of the Appropriation Bill will replace the vote on account warrant and willenactment of the Appropriation Bill will replace the vote on account warrant and willenactment of the Appropriation Bill will replace the vote on account warrant and will

be effective from 1 April 1992.be effective from 1 April 1992.be effective from 1 April 1992.be effective from 1 April 1992.

Mr Deputy President, I bMr Deputy President, I bMr Deputy President, I bMr Deputy President, I beg to move.eg to move.eg to move.eg to move.

FOOTNOTEFOOTNOTEFOOTNOTEFOOTNOTE

Initial Amount Initial Amount Initial Amount Initial Amount amount ofamount ofamount ofamount of

show in theshow in theshow in theshow in the provisionprovisionprovisionprovision

Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure draft Estimatesdraft Estimatesdraft Estimatesdraft Estimates on accounton accounton accounton account



$'000$'000$'000$'000 $'000$'000$'000$'000

21212121 His Excellency the GoverHis Excellency the GoverHis Excellency the GoverHis Excellency the Governor'snor'snor'snor's

EstablishmentEstablishmentEstablishmentEstablishment ............................................................................................................................................................ 17,05817,05817,05817,058

3,4123,4123,4123,412

22222222 Agriculture and Fisheries Department Agriculture and Fisheries Department Agriculture and Fisheries Department Agriculture and Fisheries Department ........................ 312,528312,528312,528312,528 73,23773,23773,23773,237

25252525 Architectural Services DepartmentArchitectural Services DepartmentArchitectural Services DepartmentArchitectural Services Department ................................................ 1,150,8281,150,8281,150,8281,150,828 230,216230,216230,216230,216

24242424 Audit DepartmentAudit DepartmentAudit DepartmentAudit Department ............................................................................................................................................ 63,97763,97763,97763,977 12,79612,79612,79612,796

23232323 Auxiliary Medical Services.......................Auxiliary Medical Services.......................Auxiliary Medical Services.......................Auxiliary Medical Services....................... 36,21836,21836,21836,218 7,2447,2447,2447,244

91919191 Buildings and Lands Department ..............Buildings and Lands Department ..............Buildings and Lands Department ..............Buildings and Lands Department .............. 812,047812,047812,047812,047 180,752180,752180,752180,752

26262626 Census and Statistics Department ..............Census and Statistics Department ..............Census and Statistics Department ..............Census and Statistics Department .............. 215,387215,387215,387215,387 43,45543,45543,45543,455

27272727 Civil Aid Services ........Civil Aid Services ........Civil Aid Services ........Civil Aid Services .................................................................................................................... 46,12146,12146,12146,121 9,3379,3379,3379,337

28282828 Civil Aviation DepartmentCivil Aviation DepartmentCivil Aviation DepartmentCivil Aviation Department ............................................................................................ 349,558349,558349,558349,558 80,00280,00280,00280,002

43434343 Civil Engineering Department Civil Engineering Department Civil Engineering Department Civil Engineering Department .................................................................... 388,442388,442388,442388,442 90,99090,99090,99090,990

30303030 Correctional Services Department Correctional Services Department Correctional Services Department Correctional Services Department ................................................ 1,357,1461,357,1461,357,1461,357,146 278,969278,969278,969278,969

31313131 CustomCustomCustomCustoms and Excise Department s and Excise Department s and Excise Department s and Excise Department ........................................................ 696,047696,047696,047696,047 144,937144,937144,937144,937

37373737 Department of Health Department of Health Department of Health Department of Health ........................................................................................................................ 1,437,1201,437,1201,437,1201,437,120

304,952304,952304,952304,952

39393939 Drainage Services Department Drainage Services Department Drainage Services Department Drainage Services Department .................................................................... 462,994462,994462,994462,994 100,000100,000100,000100,000

40404040 Education Department Education Department Education Department Education Department ................................................................................................................ 11111111,852,489,852,489,852,489,852,489

2,570,1682,570,1682,570,1682,570,168

42424242 Electrical and Mechanical Services Electrical and Mechanical Services Electrical and Mechanical Services Electrical and Mechanical Services 

Department Department Department Department .................................................................................................................................................................... 891,651891,651891,651891,651

198,598198,598198,598198,598

44444444 Environmental Protection Department Environmental Protection Department Environmental Protection Department Environmental Protection Department ........................ 542,366542,366542,366542,366 233,438233,438233,438233,438

45454545 Fire Services Department Fire Services Department Fire Services Department Fire Services Department ................................................................................................ 1,341,341,341,346,9386,9386,9386,938

308,366308,366308,366308,366

46464646 General Expenses of the Civil Service General Expenses of the Civil Service General Expenses of the Civil Service General Expenses of the Civil Service ........................ 3,204,2763,204,2763,204,2763,204,276 685,110685,110685,110685,110

48484848 Government Laboratory Government Laboratory Government Laboratory Government Laboratory .................................................................................................... 94,45494,45494,45494,454 27,46627,46627,46627,466

50505050 Government Land Transport Agency Government Land Transport Agency Government Land Transport Agency Government Land Transport Agency ............................ 123,776123,776123,776123,776 95,38095,38095,38095,380

51515151 Government Property Agency Government Property Agency Government Property Agency Government Property Agency .................................................................... 1,178,7321,178,7321,178,7321,178,732 236,464236,464236,464236,464

Initial Amount Initial Amount Initial Amount Initial Amount amount ofamount ofamount ofamount of

show in theshow in theshow in theshow in the provisionprovisionprovisionprovision

Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure draft Estimatesdraft Estimatesdraft Estimatesdraft Estimates on accounton accounton accounton account

$'000$'000$'000$'000 $'000$'000$'000$'000



52525252 Government Secretariat Government Secretariat Government Secretariat Government Secretariat ........................................................................................................ 665,458665,458665,458665,458 148,358148,358148,358148,358

53535353 Government Secretariat: City and NeGovernment Secretariat: City and NeGovernment Secretariat: City and NeGovernment Secretariat: City and Newwww

Territories Administration Territories Administration Territories Administration Territories Administration ................................................................................ 472,519472,519472,519472,519 107,568107,568107,568107,568

29292929 Government Secretariat: Civil ServiceGovernment Secretariat: Civil ServiceGovernment Secretariat: Civil ServiceGovernment Secretariat: Civil Service

Training Centre Training Centre Training Centre Training Centre ............................................................................................................................................ 50,74750,74750,74750,747

10,42610,42610,42610,426

96969696 Government Secretariat: OverseasGovernment Secretariat: OverseasGovernment Secretariat: OverseasGovernment Secretariat: Overseas

Offices Offices Offices Offices ................................................................................................................................................................................................

164,010164,010164,010164,010 37,88037,88037,88037,880

56565656 Government Secretariat: Planning,Government Secretariat: Planning,Government Secretariat: Planning,Government Secretariat: Planning,

Environment and Lands Branch andEnvironment and Lands Branch andEnvironment and Lands Branch andEnvironment and Lands Branch and

Works Branch Works Branch Works Branch Works Branch .................................................................................................................................................... 146,856146,856146,856146,856

37,35637,35637,35637,356

55555555 Government Secretariat: RecreationGovernment Secretariat: RecreationGovernment Secretariat: RecreationGovernment Secretariat: Recreation

and Culture Branch and Culture Branch and Culture Branch and Culture Branch ........................................................................................................................ 97,55997,55997,55997,559 41,67141,67141,67141,671

58585858 Government Supplies Department Government Supplies Department Government Supplies Department Government Supplies Department .................................................... 101,590101,590101,590101,590 20,90520,90520,90520,905

60606060 Highways Department Highways Department Highways Department Highways Department .................................................................................................................... 952,063952,063952,063952,063 251,893251,893251,893251,893

61616161 Hospital Services Department Hospital Services Department Hospital Services Department Hospital Services Department ........................................................................ 109,330109,330109,330109,330 28,34028,34028,34028,340

62626262 Housing DepHousing DepHousing DepHousing Department artment artment artment ............................................................................................................................ 366,730366,730366,730366,730 94,53394,53394,53394,533

70707070 Immigration Department Immigration Department Immigration Department Immigration Department .................................................................................................... 1,026,3551,026,3551,026,3551,026,355 207,904207,904207,904207,904

72727272 Independent CommissionIndependent CommissionIndependent CommissionIndependent Commission

Against Corruption Against Corruption Against Corruption Against Corruption ........................................................................................................................ 337,895337,895337,895337,895 67,88967,88967,88967,889

73737373 Industry Department Industry Department Industry Department Industry Department ............................................................................................................................ 105,267105,267105,267105,267 51,28651,28651,28651,286

74747474 Information Services Department Information Services Department Information Services Department Information Services Department .................................................... 140,906140,906140,906140,906 28,43828,43828,43828,438

47474747 Information Technology ServicesInformation Technology ServicesInformation Technology ServicesInformation Technology Services

Department Department Department Department .................................................................................................................................................................... 200,680200,680200,680200,680

42,70542,70542,70542,705

76767676 Inland Revenue Department Inland Revenue Department Inland Revenue Department Inland Revenue Department .................................................................................... 597,471597,471597,471597,471 124,672124,672124,672124,672

78787878 Intellectual Property Department Intellectual Property Department Intellectual Property Department Intellectual Property Department .................................................... 27,04327,04327,04327,043 5,4095,4095,4095,409

34343434 Internal Security: MiscellaneousInternal Security: MiscellaneousInternal Security: MiscellaneousInternal Security: Miscellaneous

Measures Measures Measures Measures ....................................................................................................................................................................................

1,793,4481,793,4481,793,4481,793,448 456,665456,665456,665456,665

80808080 Judiciary Judiciary Judiciary Judiciary ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 392,715392,715392,715392,715

81,93081,93081,93081,930

90909090 Labour Department Labour Department Labour Department Labour Department ................................................................................................................................ 252,873252,873252,873252,873 50,89750,89750,89750,897

94949494 Legal Aid Department Legal Aid Department Legal Aid Department Legal Aid Department ................................................................................................................ 235,853235,853235,853235,853 47,17147,17147,17147,171

92929292 Legal Department Legal Department Legal Department Legal Department ............................................................................................................................................ 428,438428,438428,438428,438 96,51496,51496,51496,514



100100100100 Marine DeMarine DeMarine DeMarine Department partment partment partment ................................................................................................................................ 479,312479,312479,312479,312 122,088122,088122,088122,088

106106106106 Miscellaneous Services Miscellaneous Services Miscellaneous Services Miscellaneous Services ................................................................................................................ 8,091,8938,091,8938,091,8938,091,893

2,514,5582,514,5582,514,5582,514,558

112112112112 Office of Members of the ExecutiveOffice of Members of the ExecutiveOffice of Members of the ExecutiveOffice of Members of the Executive

and Legislative Councils and Legislative Councils and Legislative Councils and Legislative Councils ............................................................................................ 45,34045,34045,34045,340 11,90111,90111,90111,901

114114114114 Office Office Office Office of the Commissioner forof the Commissioner forof the Commissioner forof the Commissioner for

Administrative Complaints Administrative Complaints Administrative Complaints Administrative Complaints ................................................................................ 7,4967,4967,4967,496 1,5001,5001,5001,500

120120120120 Pensions Pensions Pensions Pensions ................................................................................................................................................................................................

3,492,7343,492,7343,492,7343,492,734 1,046,7771,046,7771,046,7771,046,777

118118118118 Planning Department Planning Department Planning Department Planning Department ........................................................................................................................ 176,428176,428176,428176,428 56,30456,30456,30456,304

121121121121 Police CPolice CPolice CPolice Complaints Committee omplaints Committee omplaints Committee omplaints Committee ........................................................................ 6,4896,4896,4896,489 1,2981,2981,2981,298

122122122122 Police: Royal Hong Kong Police Force Police: Royal Hong Kong Police Force Police: Royal Hong Kong Police Force Police: Royal Hong Kong Police Force .................... 6,640,9046,640,9046,640,9046,640,904 1,576,5721,576,5721,576,5721,576,572

Initial Amount Initial Amount Initial Amount Initial Amount amount ofamount ofamount ofamount of

show in theshow in theshow in theshow in the provisionprovisionprovisionprovision

Head of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of ExpenditureHead of Expenditure draft Estimatesdraft Estimatesdraft Estimatesdraft Estimates on accounton accounton accounton account

$'000$'000$'000$'000 $'000$'000$'000$'000

126126126126 Post OPost OPost OPost Office ffice ffice ffice ................................................................................................................................................................................

1,669,3961,669,3961,669,3961,669,396 347,438347,438347,438347,438

130130130130 Printing Department Printing Department Printing Department Printing Department ............................................................................................................................ 148,132148,132148,132148,132 33,55233,55233,55233,552

136136136136 Public Service Commission Public Service Commission Public Service Commission Public Service Commission .................................................................................... 9,0359,0359,0359,035 1,8071,8071,8071,807

160160160160 Radio Television Hong Kong Radio Television Hong Kong Radio Television Hong Kong Radio Television Hong Kong ............................................................................ 275,848275,848275,848275,848 66,18466,18466,18466,184

162162162162 Rating and Valuation Department Rating and Valuation Department Rating and Valuation Department Rating and Valuation Department .................................................... 134,397134,397134,397134,397 26,88026,88026,88026,880

164164164164 Registrar General's Department Registrar General's Department Registrar General's Department Registrar General's Department ............................................................ 233,144233,144233,144233,144 46,88846,88846,88846,888

165165165165 Registry of Trade Unions Registry of Trade Unions Registry of Trade Unions Registry of Trade Unions ................................................................................................ 6,0626,0626,0626,062 1,2131,2131,2131,213

166166166166 Royal Hong Kong AuxiliaryRoyal Hong Kong AuxiliaryRoyal Hong Kong AuxiliaryRoyal Hong Kong Auxiliary

Air Force Air Force Air Force Air Force ................................................................................................................................................................................ 86,13886,13886,13886,138

34,19834,19834,19834,198

167167167167 Royal Hong Kong RegimentRoyal Hong Kong RegimentRoyal Hong Kong RegimentRoyal Hong Kong Regiment

(The Volunteers) (The Volunteers) (The Volunteers) (The Volunteers) ........................................................................................................................................ 34,53334,53334,53334,533

7,0657,0657,0657,065

168168168168 Royal Observatory Royal Observatory Royal Observatory Royal Observatory .................................................................................................................................... 91,36691,36691,36691,366 19,84419,84419,84419,844

170170170170 Social Social Social Social Welfare Department Welfare Department Welfare Department Welfare Department ........................................................................................ 6,144,0756,144,0756,144,0756,144,075

1,500,2881,500,2881,500,2881,500,288

174174174174 Standing Commission on Civil ServiceStanding Commission on Civil ServiceStanding Commission on Civil ServiceStanding Commission on Civil Service

Salaries and Conditions of Service Salaries and Conditions of Service Salaries and Conditions of Service Salaries and Conditions of Service .................................... 8,4638,4638,4638,463 1,6931,6931,6931,693



175175175175 Standing Committee on Disciplined ServicesStanding Committee on Disciplined ServicesStanding Committee on Disciplined ServicesStanding Committee on Disciplined Services

Salaries and Conditions of Service Salaries and Conditions of Service Salaries and Conditions of Service Salaries and Conditions of Service .................................... 5,3125,3125,3125,312 1,0631,0631,0631,063

173173173173 Student Financial Assistance Agency Student Financial Assistance Agency Student Financial Assistance Agency Student Financial Assistance Agency .................................... 367,482367,482367,482367,482 73,69773,69773,69773,697

176176176176 Subventions: Miscellaneous Subventions: Miscellaneous Subventions: Miscellaneous Subventions: Miscellaneous ........................................................................................ 184,579184,579184,579184,579 50,24850,24850,24850,248

177177177177 Subventions: Non-Departmental PublicSubventions: Non-Departmental PublicSubventions: Non-Departmental PublicSubventions: Non-Departmental Public

Bodies Bodies Bodies Bodies ....................................................................................................................................................................................................

12,369,84512,369,84512,369,84512,369,845 2,799,7552,799,7552,799,7552,799,755

178178178178 Technical Education and IndustrialTechnical Education and IndustrialTechnical Education and IndustrialTechnical Education and Industrial

Training Department Training Department Training Department Training Department ................................................................................................................ 1,0461,0461,0461,046 677677677677

180180180180 Television and Entertainment LicensingTelevision and Entertainment LicensingTelevision and Entertainment LicensingTelevision and Entertainment Licensing

Authority Authority Authority Authority ................................................................................................................................................................................ 22,88622,88622,88622,886

5,5315,5315,5315,531

110110110110 TerrTerrTerrTerritory Development Department itory Development Department itory Development Department itory Development Department .................................... 141,761141,761141,761141,761 28,95328,95328,95328,953

181181181181 Trade Department Trade Department Trade Department Trade Department ........................................................................................................................................ 147,276147,276147,276147,276 31,04031,04031,04031,040

186186186186 Transport Department Transport Department Transport Department Transport Department ................................................................................................................ 367,114367,114367,114367,114 93,06693,06693,06693,066

188188188188 Treasury Treasury Treasury Treasury ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 243,233243,233243,233243,233

69,84769,84769,84769,847

190190190190 Universities and Polytechnics Universities and Polytechnics Universities and Polytechnics Universities and Polytechnics ............................................................................ 5,213,9395,213,9395,213,9395,213,939

1,321,7841,321,7841,321,7841,321,784

194194194194 Water Supplies Department Water Supplies Department Water Supplies Department Water Supplies Department .................................................................................... 2,504,0282,504,0282,504,0282,504,028 565,227565,227565,227565,227

-------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------

84,595,64584,595,64584,595,64584,595,645 20,414,63520,414,63520,414,63520,414,635

184184184184 Transfers to Funds Transfers to Funds Transfers to Funds Transfers to Funds .................................................................................................................................... 18,790,00018,790,00018,790,00018,790,000

18,790,00018,790,00018,790,00018,790,000

-------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------

                       Total                        Total                        Total                        Total ........................................................................................................................

103,385,645103,385,645103,385,645103,385,645 39,204,63539,204,63539,204,63539,204,635

==================================== ====================================

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

First Reading of BillsFirst Reading of BillsFirst Reading of BillsFirst Reading of Bills

BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992

INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992



Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant toBills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant toBills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant toBills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant to

Standing Order 41(3).Standing Order 41(3).Standing Order 41(3).Standing Order 41(3).

Second Reading of BillsSecond Reading of BillsSecond Reading of BillsSecond Reading of Bills

BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992BANKRUPTCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992

THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend theTHE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend theTHE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend theTHE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend the

Bankruptcy Ordinance."Bankruptcy Ordinance."Bankruptcy Ordinance."Bankruptcy Ordinance."

He said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill l992 beHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill l992 beHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill l992 beHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill l992 be

read the Second time. The purpose of the Bill is to make provision for the settingread the Second time. The purpose of the Bill is to make provision for the settingread the Second time. The purpose of the Bill is to make provision for the settingread the Second time. The purpose of the Bill is to make provision for the setting

up of a separate Official Receiver's Office.up of a separate Official Receiver's Office.up of a separate Official Receiver's Office.up of a separate Official Receiver's Office.

As part of the reorganization programme of the Registrar General's Department,As part of the reorganization programme of the Registrar General's Department,As part of the reorganization programme of the Registrar General's Department,As part of the reorganization programme of the Registrar General's Department,

we are proposing that the Official Receiver's Office should be established as awe are proposing that the Official Receiver's Office should be established as awe are proposing that the Official Receiver's Office should be established as awe are proposing that the Official Receiver's Office should be established as a

separate legal entity.  This should both improve the management structure and, inseparate legal entity.  This should both improve the management structure and, inseparate legal entity.  This should both improve the management structure and, inseparate legal entity.  This should both improve the management structure and, in

conjunction with certain proposed changes in working practices, allow for a moreconjunction with certain proposed changes in working practices, allow for a moreconjunction with certain proposed changes in working practices, allow for a moreconjunction with certain proposed changes in working practices, allow for a more

efficient and streamlined operation.efficient and streamlined operation.efficient and streamlined operation.efficient and streamlined operation.

The Office, headed by the Official Receiver, will assume full responsThe Office, headed by the Official Receiver, will assume full responsThe Office, headed by the Official Receiver, will assume full responsThe Office, headed by the Official Receiver, will assume full responsibility foribility foribility foribility for

insolvency matters under the Bankruptcy Ordinance (Cap. 6) and compulsory winding-upinsolvency matters under the Bankruptcy Ordinance (Cap. 6) and compulsory winding-upinsolvency matters under the Bankruptcy Ordinance (Cap. 6) and compulsory winding-upinsolvency matters under the Bankruptcy Ordinance (Cap. 6) and compulsory winding-up

of companies under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) which are at present under theof companies under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) which are at present under theof companies under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) which are at present under theof companies under the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) which are at present under the

purview of the Registrar General.purview of the Registrar General.purview of the Registrar General.purview of the Registrar General.

The Bankruptcy Ordinance is the principThe Bankruptcy Ordinance is the principThe Bankruptcy Ordinance is the principThe Bankruptcy Ordinance is the principal legislation governing the operationsal legislation governing the operationsal legislation governing the operationsal legislation governing the operations

of the Official Receiver's Office.  Sections 75 and 76 provide for the appointmentof the Official Receiver's Office.  Sections 75 and 76 provide for the appointmentof the Official Receiver's Office.  Sections 75 and 76 provide for the appointmentof the Official Receiver's Office.  Sections 75 and 76 provide for the appointment

of an Official Receiver by the Governor and define his powers and status.of an Official Receiver by the Governor and define his powers and status.of an Official Receiver by the Governor and define his powers and status.of an Official Receiver by the Governor and define his powers and status.

In order that he can discharge his duties effectively, clIn order that he can discharge his duties effectively, clIn order that he can discharge his duties effectively, clIn order that he can discharge his duties effectively, clause 3 of the Bill enablesause 3 of the Bill enablesause 3 of the Bill enablesause 3 of the Bill enables

the Official Receiver to delegate his powers to certain specified officers who canthe Official Receiver to delegate his powers to certain specified officers who canthe Official Receiver to delegate his powers to certain specified officers who canthe Official Receiver to delegate his powers to certain specified officers who can

act on his behalf and carry out his statutory functions as liquidator and trusteeact on his behalf and carry out his statutory functions as liquidator and trusteeact on his behalf and carry out his statutory functions as liquidator and trusteeact on his behalf and carry out his statutory functions as liquidator and trustee

of the estates of insolvent companies and bankrupt persons.  Such delegation hasof the estates of insolvent companies and bankrupt persons.  Such delegation hasof the estates of insolvent companies and bankrupt persons.  Such delegation hasof the estates of insolvent companies and bankrupt persons.  Such delegation has

hitherto been provided for under the Registrar General (Establishment) Ordinance.hitherto been provided for under the Registrar General (Establishment) Ordinance.hitherto been provided for under the Registrar General (Establishment) Ordinance.hitherto been provided for under the Registrar General (Establishment) Ordinance.

The specified officers may also represent the Official Receiver in the Supreme CourtThe specified officers may also represent the Official Receiver in the Supreme CourtThe specified officers may also represent the Official Receiver in the Supreme CourtThe specified officers may also represent the Official Receiver in the Supreme Court

in hearings on petitions or civil litigation proceedings, and conduct prosecutionsin hearings on petitions or civil litigation proceedings, and conduct prosecutionsin hearings on petitions or civil litigation proceedings, and conduct prosecutionsin hearings on petitions or civil litigation proceedings, and conduct prosecutions



on insolvency offences in the Magistrates Courts.  It is therefore important toon insolvency offences in the Magistrates Courts.  It is therefore important toon insolvency offences in the Magistrates Courts.  It is therefore important toon insolvency offences in the Magistrates Courts.  It is therefore important to

stipulate that the incumbents of such posts should hold the appropriate legalstipulate that the incumbents of such posts should hold the appropriate legalstipulate that the incumbents of such posts should hold the appropriate legalstipulate that the incumbents of such posts should hold the appropriate legal

qualifications.  Clause 4 also authorizes them to take affidavits.qualifications.  Clause 4 also authorizes them to take affidavits.qualifications.  Clause 4 also authorizes them to take affidavits.qualifications.  Clause 4 also authorizes them to take affidavits.

Clause 6 introduceClause 6 introduceClause 6 introduceClause 6 introduces a new Schedule which specifies the officers appointed tos a new Schedule which specifies the officers appointed tos a new Schedule which specifies the officers appointed tos a new Schedule which specifies the officers appointed to

assist the Official Receiver.  The Schedule may be amended by the Governor by orderassist the Official Receiver.  The Schedule may be amended by the Governor by orderassist the Official Receiver.  The Schedule may be amended by the Governor by orderassist the Official Receiver.  The Schedule may be amended by the Governor by order

published in the Gazette.  Clause 5 contains transitional provisions to ensurepublished in the Gazette.  Clause 5 contains transitional provisions to ensurepublished in the Gazette.  Clause 5 contains transitional provisions to ensurepublished in the Gazette.  Clause 5 contains transitional provisions to ensure

continuity and certainty as to the validity of actions taken respectively by officerscontinuity and certainty as to the validity of actions taken respectively by officerscontinuity and certainty as to the validity of actions taken respectively by officerscontinuity and certainty as to the validity of actions taken respectively by officers

of Registrar General's Department and the new Official Receiver's Office before andof Registrar General's Department and the new Official Receiver's Office before andof Registrar General's Department and the new Official Receiver's Office before andof Registrar General's Department and the new Official Receiver's Office before and

after the date of transfer of functions.after the date of transfer of functions.after the date of transfer of functions.after the date of transfer of functions.

Clauses 7 to 13 contain amendments to other legislation consequent upon theClauses 7 to 13 contain amendments to other legislation consequent upon theClauses 7 to 13 contain amendments to other legislation consequent upon theClauses 7 to 13 contain amendments to other legislation consequent upon the

establishment of the new Office and the transfer of the functions of the Officialestablishment of the new Office and the transfer of the functions of the Officialestablishment of the new Office and the transfer of the functions of the Officialestablishment of the new Office and the transfer of the functions of the Official

Receiver from the Registrar General.Receiver from the Registrar General.Receiver from the Registrar General.Receiver from the Registrar General.

It is not envisaged that the introduction of these new institutional arrangements,It is not envisaged that the introduction of these new institutional arrangements,It is not envisaged that the introduction of these new institutional arrangements,It is not envisaged that the introduction of these new institutional arrangements,

which is provisionally scheduled to take place on 1 June 1992, will require anywhich is provisionally scheduled to take place on 1 June 1992, will require anywhich is provisionally scheduled to take place on 1 June 1992, will require anywhich is provisionally scheduled to take place on 1 June 1992, will require any

additional funds.additional funds.additional funds.additional funds.

Mr Deputy President, I move that the debate on this motion be now adjourned.Mr Deputy President, I move that the debate on this motion be now adjourned.Mr Deputy President, I move that the debate on this motion be now adjourned.Mr Deputy President, I move that the debate on this motion be now adjourned.

        

Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.

INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1992

THE SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend the InlandTHE SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend the InlandTHE SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend the InlandTHE SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY moved the Second Reading of: "A Bill to amend the Inland

Revenue Ordinance."Revenue Ordinance."Revenue Ordinance."Revenue Ordinance."

He said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 2) BillHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 2) BillHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 2) BillHe said: Mr Deputy President, I move that the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill

be read a Second time.  The main purpose of the Bill is to exempt from profits taxbe read a Second time.  The main purpose of the Bill is to exempt from profits taxbe read a Second time.  The main purpose of the Bill is to exempt from profits taxbe read a Second time.  The main purpose of the Bill is to exempt from profits tax

income derived from goods and passengers uplifted in Hong Kong by ships registeredincome derived from goods and passengers uplifted in Hong Kong by ships registeredincome derived from goods and passengers uplifted in Hong Kong by ships registeredincome derived from goods and passengers uplifted in Hong Kong by ships registered

on the Hong Kong shipping register.on the Hong Kong shipping register.on the Hong Kong shipping register.on the Hong Kong shipping register.

Major world ship registration centres, other than Hong Kong, do not charge taxMajor world ship registration centres, other than Hong Kong, do not charge taxMajor world ship registration centres, other than Hong Kong, do not charge taxMajor world ship registration centres, other than Hong Kong, do not charge tax

on profits made by owners of ships registered with them. Instead, they levy initialon profits made by owners of ships registered with them. Instead, they levy initialon profits made by owners of ships registered with them. Instead, they levy initialon profits made by owners of ships registered with them. Instead, they levy initial

registration fees and annual charges.  There is now a disincentive for ships to joinregistration fees and annual charges.  There is now a disincentive for ships to joinregistration fees and annual charges.  There is now a disincentive for ships to joinregistration fees and annual charges.  There is now a disincentive for ships to join

the Hong Kong register, because here they are subject both to fees and charges andthe Hong Kong register, because here they are subject both to fees and charges andthe Hong Kong register, because here they are subject both to fees and charges andthe Hong Kong register, because here they are subject both to fees and charges and

to profits tax.  By exempting them from profits tax, the Bill will encourage moreto profits tax.  By exempting them from profits tax, the Bill will encourage moreto profits tax.  By exempting them from profits tax, the Bill will encourage moreto profits tax.  By exempting them from profits tax, the Bill will encourage more



ships to join our register and so provide a large, even if unquantifiable, benefitships to join our register and so provide a large, even if unquantifiable, benefitships to join our register and so provide a large, even if unquantifiable, benefitships to join our register and so provide a large, even if unquantifiable, benefit

to the economy generally.  The revenue implications are small: the notional cost toto the economy generally.  The revenue implications are small: the notional cost toto the economy generally.  The revenue implications are small: the notional cost toto the economy generally.  The revenue implications are small: the notional cost to

revenue of the exemption would be less than $30 million a year.  And, of course, werevenue of the exemption would be less than $30 million a year.  And, of course, werevenue of the exemption would be less than $30 million a year.  And, of course, werevenue of the exemption would be less than $30 million a year.  And, of course, we

expect most of this to be made up for by fees and charges paid by new ships comingexpect most of this to be made up for by fees and charges paid by new ships comingexpect most of this to be made up for by fees and charges paid by new ships comingexpect most of this to be made up for by fees and charges paid by new ships coming

onto the register.onto the register.onto the register.onto the register.

The Bill seeks to make two other changes.  The first of these relates to charterThe Bill seeks to make two other changes.  The first of these relates to charterThe Bill seeks to make two other changes.  The first of these relates to charterThe Bill seeks to make two other changes.  The first of these relates to charter

hire.  Few operators sign charter contracts which produce income taxable under Honghire.  Few operators sign charter contracts which produce income taxable under Honghire.  Few operators sign charter contracts which produce income taxable under Honghire.  Few operators sign charter contracts which produce income taxable under Hong

Kong law.  Nevertheless, there is some disincentive for ship-owners to signKong law.  Nevertheless, there is some disincentive for ship-owners to signKong law.  Nevertheless, there is some disincentive for ship-owners to signKong law.  Nevertheless, there is some disincentive for ship-owners to sign

chartering contracts in Hong Kong, because of their potential liability to profitschartering contracts in Hong Kong, because of their potential liability to profitschartering contracts in Hong Kong, because of their potential liability to profitschartering contracts in Hong Kong, because of their potential liability to profits

tax.  The Bill seeks to remove this uncertainty by not charging profits tax on thetax.  The Bill seeks to remove this uncertainty by not charging profits tax on thetax.  The Bill seeks to remove this uncertainty by not charging profits tax on thetax.  The Bill seeks to remove this uncertainty by not charging profits tax on the

charter hire income attributable to a permanent establishment maintained in Hong Kongcharter hire income attributable to a permanent establishment maintained in Hong Kongcharter hire income attributable to a permanent establishment maintained in Hong Kongcharter hire income attributable to a permanent establishment maintained in Hong Kong

of either Hong Kong-registered or overseas registered ships.of either Hong Kong-registered or overseas registered ships.of either Hong Kong-registered or overseas registered ships.of either Hong Kong-registered or overseas registered ships.

Finally, the opportunity is taken in the Bill to clarify the liability of airlinesFinally, the opportunity is taken in the Bill to clarify the liability of airlinesFinally, the opportunity is taken in the Bill to clarify the liability of airlinesFinally, the opportunity is taken in the Bill to clarify the liability of airlines

to profits tax on their charter hire income.  As a result of this change, airlinesto profits tax on their charter hire income.  As a result of this change, airlinesto profits tax on their charter hire income.  As a result of this change, airlinesto profits tax on their charter hire income.  As a result of this change, airlines

will be able to calculate their tax liability from their own records.will be able to calculate their tax liability from their own records.will be able to calculate their tax liability from their own records.will be able to calculate their tax liability from their own records.

It is now over a year since the Government announced its intention to introduceIt is now over a year since the Government announced its intention to introduceIt is now over a year since the Government announced its intention to introduceIt is now over a year since the Government announced its intention to introduce

this legislation.  Although the principles behind the Bill are straight-forward,this legislation.  Although the principles behind the Bill are straight-forward,this legislation.  Although the principles behind the Bill are straight-forward,this legislation.  Although the principles behind the Bill are straight-forward,

protracted consultations have been necessary with the shipping and airline industriesprotracted consultations have been necessary with the shipping and airline industriesprotracted consultations have been necessary with the shipping and airline industriesprotracted consultations have been necessary with the shipping and airline industries

on matters of technical detail.  These include, in particular, an extensive rangeon matters of technical detail.  These include, in particular, an extensive rangeon matters of technical detail.  These include, in particular, an extensive rangeon matters of technical detail.  These include, in particular, an extensive range

of definitions to cover the wide variety of different circumstances that can applyof definitions to cover the wide variety of different circumstances that can applyof definitions to cover the wide variety of different circumstances that can applyof definitions to cover the wide variety of different circumstances that can apply

in determining the tax liability of shipping and airline operations.  It was partlyin determining the tax liability of shipping and airline operations.  It was partlyin determining the tax liability of shipping and airline operations.  It was partlyin determining the tax liability of shipping and airline operations.  It was partly

in anticipation of the drafting difficulties involved that the Government announcedin anticipation of the drafting difficulties involved that the Government announcedin anticipation of the drafting difficulties involved that the Government announcedin anticipation of the drafting difficulties involved that the Government announced

that the measures would be effective from 3 December 1990, the date on which the newthat the measures would be effective from 3 December 1990, the date on which the newthat the measures would be effective from 3 December 1990, the date on which the newthat the measures would be effective from 3 December 1990, the date on which the new

shipping register was established.shipping register was established.shipping register was established.shipping register was established.

Mr Deputy President, I believe that the time taken has been worthwhile, as weMr Deputy President, I believe that the time taken has been worthwhile, as weMr Deputy President, I believe that the time taken has been worthwhile, as weMr Deputy President, I believe that the time taken has been worthwhile, as we

have been able to reach agreement with the industries concerned not only on thehave been able to reach agreement with the industries concerned not only on thehave been able to reach agreement with the industries concerned not only on thehave been able to reach agreement with the industries concerned not only on the

principles behind the Bill, but also on important drafting technicalities.  Theprinciples behind the Bill, but also on important drafting technicalities.  Theprinciples behind the Bill, but also on important drafting technicalities.  Theprinciples behind the Bill, but also on important drafting technicalities.  The

result is, I hope, a comprehensive and polished Bill which will achieve its objectivesresult is, I hope, a comprehensive and polished Bill which will achieve its objectivesresult is, I hope, a comprehensive and polished Bill which will achieve its objectivesresult is, I hope, a comprehensive and polished Bill which will achieve its objectives

in a manner acceptable to all the main affected parties.in a manner acceptable to all the main affected parties.in a manner acceptable to all the main affected parties.in a manner acceptable to all the main affected parties.

Mr Deputy President, I move that the debate on thiMr Deputy President, I move that the debate on thiMr Deputy President, I move that the debate on thiMr Deputy President, I move that the debate on this motion be now adjourned.s motion be now adjourned.s motion be now adjourned.s motion be now adjourned.

Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.



INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      27 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      27 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      27 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      27 November 1991

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) BillMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) BillMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) BillMR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy President, the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) Bill

1991 is an effort to plug a number of identified tax loopholes.  It is designed to1991 is an effort to plug a number of identified tax loopholes.  It is designed to1991 is an effort to plug a number of identified tax loopholes.  It is designed to1991 is an effort to plug a number of identified tax loopholes.  It is designed to

curb tax leakages relating principally to (a) depreciation allowances drawn on shipscurb tax leakages relating principally to (a) depreciation allowances drawn on shipscurb tax leakages relating principally to (a) depreciation allowances drawn on shipscurb tax leakages relating principally to (a) depreciation allowances drawn on ships

and aircraft acquired through leveraged leasing the end user of which is not a Hongand aircraft acquired through leveraged leasing the end user of which is not a Hongand aircraft acquired through leveraged leasing the end user of which is not a Hongand aircraft acquired through leveraged leasing the end user of which is not a Hong

Kong operator, and (b) deductions in expenditures incurred on the purchase of patentKong operator, and (b) deductions in expenditures incurred on the purchase of patentKong operator, and (b) deductions in expenditures incurred on the purchase of patentKong operator, and (b) deductions in expenditures incurred on the purchase of patent

rights, trade mark or design where technology upgrade is not involved.  For the keyrights, trade mark or design where technology upgrade is not involved.  For the keyrights, trade mark or design where technology upgrade is not involved.  For the keyrights, trade mark or design where technology upgrade is not involved.  For the key

measures in the Bill, the intention to effect them through legislative amendmentsmeasures in the Bill, the intention to effect them through legislative amendmentsmeasures in the Bill, the intention to effect them through legislative amendmentsmeasures in the Bill, the intention to effect them through legislative amendments

was previously announced by the former Financial Secretary in this Council: measureswas previously announced by the former Financial Secretary in this Council: measureswas previously announced by the former Financial Secretary in this Council: measureswas previously announced by the former Financial Secretary in this Council: measures

on leveraged leasing on 14 November 1990 and measures on patent rights on       17on leveraged leasing on 14 November 1990 and measures on patent rights on       17on leveraged leasing on 14 November 1990 and measures on patent rights on       17on leveraged leasing on 14 November 1990 and measures on patent rights on       17

April 1991.  To safeguard against loss of revenue when the Bill was being preparedApril 1991.  To safeguard against loss of revenue when the Bill was being preparedApril 1991.  To safeguard against loss of revenue when the Bill was being preparedApril 1991.  To safeguard against loss of revenue when the Bill was being prepared

and scrutinized, the Bill proposes that the amendments should be applied withand scrutinized, the Bill proposes that the amendments should be applied withand scrutinized, the Bill proposes that the amendments should be applied withand scrutinized, the Bill proposes that the amendments should be applied with

retrospective effect; namely, with regard to contracts or transactions entered intoretrospective effect; namely, with regard to contracts or transactions entered intoretrospective effect; namely, with regard to contracts or transactions entered intoretrospective effect; namely, with regard to contracts or transactions entered into

following the Financial Secretary's public announcements, it should take effect fromfollowing the Financial Secretary's public announcements, it should take effect fromfollowing the Financial Secretary's public announcements, it should take effect fromfollowing the Financial Secretary's public announcements, it should take effect from

the dates of such public announcements and not on the date on which the Bill is enactedthe dates of such public announcements and not on the date on which the Bill is enactedthe dates of such public announcements and not on the date on which the Bill is enactedthe dates of such public announcements and not on the date on which the Bill is enacted

into our laws.into our laws.into our laws.into our laws.

An ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  It held a total of four meetingsAn ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  It held a total of four meetingsAn ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  It held a total of four meetingsAn ad hoc group was formed to study the Bill.  It held a total of four meetings

and received written submissions from various interested bodies. The Hong Kongand received written submissions from various interested bodies. The Hong Kongand received written submissions from various interested bodies. The Hong Kongand received written submissions from various interested bodies. The Hong Kong

Society of Accountants supports the Bill for effectively closing two existing taxSociety of Accountants supports the Bill for effectively closing two existing taxSociety of Accountants supports the Bill for effectively closing two existing taxSociety of Accountants supports the Bill for effectively closing two existing tax

avoidance loopholes.  The other submissions, namely, from the Hong Kong Associationavoidance loopholes.  The other submissions, namely, from the Hong Kong Associationavoidance loopholes.  The other submissions, namely, from the Hong Kong Associationavoidance loopholes.  The other submissions, namely, from the Hong Kong Association

of Banks, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the Hong Kong Equipment Leasingof Banks, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the Hong Kong Equipment Leasingof Banks, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the Hong Kong Equipment Leasingof Banks, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the Hong Kong Equipment Leasing

Association and the Federation of Hong Kong Industries make no special comments onAssociation and the Federation of Hong Kong Industries make no special comments onAssociation and the Federation of Hong Kong Industries make no special comments onAssociation and the Federation of Hong Kong Industries make no special comments on

the provisions regarding big ticket leasing involving ships and aircraft, or onthe provisions regarding big ticket leasing involving ships and aircraft, or onthe provisions regarding big ticket leasing involving ships and aircraft, or onthe provisions regarding big ticket leasing involving ships and aircraft, or on

provisions regarding patent rights, trade mark or design. The major point of concernprovisions regarding patent rights, trade mark or design. The major point of concernprovisions regarding patent rights, trade mark or design. The major point of concernprovisions regarding patent rights, trade mark or design. The major point of concern

they raise is about the proposal to deny depreciation allowances to Hong Kong lessorsthey raise is about the proposal to deny depreciation allowances to Hong Kong lessorsthey raise is about the proposal to deny depreciation allowances to Hong Kong lessorsthey raise is about the proposal to deny depreciation allowances to Hong Kong lessors

leasing machinery and equipment to Hong Kong based companies manufacturing in theleasing machinery and equipment to Hong Kong based companies manufacturing in theleasing machinery and equipment to Hong Kong based companies manufacturing in theleasing machinery and equipment to Hong Kong based companies manufacturing in the

People's Republic of China (PRC), mainly in the Pearl River Delta region, given thatPeople's Republic of China (PRC), mainly in the Pearl River Delta region, given thatPeople's Republic of China (PRC), mainly in the Pearl River Delta region, given thatPeople's Republic of China (PRC), mainly in the Pearl River Delta region, given that

the plant or equipment is used wholly or principally outside Hong Kong while the leasethe plant or equipment is used wholly or principally outside Hong Kong while the leasethe plant or equipment is used wholly or principally outside Hong Kong while the leasethe plant or equipment is used wholly or principally outside Hong Kong while the lease

is in force.  Most of the submissions comment that the proposal would impede suchis in force.  Most of the submissions comment that the proposal would impede suchis in force.  Most of the submissions comment that the proposal would impede suchis in force.  Most of the submissions comment that the proposal would impede such

cross-border financing.  They are particularly concerned that the Bill hascross-border financing.  They are particularly concerned that the Bill hascross-border financing.  They are particularly concerned that the Bill hascross-border financing.  They are particularly concerned that the Bill has

retrospective effect on small ticket leasing as the intention to amend the law onretrospective effect on small ticket leasing as the intention to amend the law onretrospective effect on small ticket leasing as the intention to amend the law onretrospective effect on small ticket leasing as the intention to amend the law on



such small ticket leasing was not clearly spelt out at the time of the Financialsuch small ticket leasing was not clearly spelt out at the time of the Financialsuch small ticket leasing was not clearly spelt out at the time of the Financialsuch small ticket leasing was not clearly spelt out at the time of the Financial

Secretary's statement.Secretary's statement.Secretary's statement.Secretary's statement.

In addressing the points raisedIn addressing the points raisedIn addressing the points raisedIn addressing the points raised by the submissions, the Commissioner of Inland by the submissions, the Commissioner of Inland by the submissions, the Commissioner of Inland by the submissions, the Commissioner of Inland

Revenue furnished the ad hoc group with statistics to show that equipment leasingRevenue furnished the ad hoc group with statistics to show that equipment leasingRevenue furnished the ad hoc group with statistics to show that equipment leasingRevenue furnished the ad hoc group with statistics to show that equipment leasing

in the PRC represents only a small amount of the total expenditure on plant andin the PRC represents only a small amount of the total expenditure on plant andin the PRC represents only a small amount of the total expenditure on plant andin the PRC represents only a small amount of the total expenditure on plant and

machinery by Hong Kong business.  He also confirmed that lease rentals would onlymachinery by Hong Kong business.  He also confirmed that lease rentals would onlymachinery by Hong Kong business.  He also confirmed that lease rentals would onlymachinery by Hong Kong business.  He also confirmed that lease rentals would only

be assessable to Hong Kong tax if such rentals were sourced in Hong Kong.  In thebe assessable to Hong Kong tax if such rentals were sourced in Hong Kong.  In thebe assessable to Hong Kong tax if such rentals were sourced in Hong Kong.  In thebe assessable to Hong Kong tax if such rentals were sourced in Hong Kong.  In the

recent case of Hang Seng Bank Decision (Privy Council Appeal No. 36 of 1989), thererecent case of Hang Seng Bank Decision (Privy Council Appeal No. 36 of 1989), thererecent case of Hang Seng Bank Decision (Privy Council Appeal No. 36 of 1989), thererecent case of Hang Seng Bank Decision (Privy Council Appeal No. 36 of 1989), there

was an obiter dicta supporting the tax principle of using the location of the equipmentwas an obiter dicta supporting the tax principle of using the location of the equipmentwas an obiter dicta supporting the tax principle of using the location of the equipmentwas an obiter dicta supporting the tax principle of using the location of the equipment

as the basis for profits tax.  The tax case of the Federation of Supreme Court Decisionas the basis for profits tax.  The tax case of the Federation of Supreme Court Decisionas the basis for profits tax.  The tax case of the Federation of Supreme Court Decisionas the basis for profits tax.  The tax case of the Federation of Supreme Court Decision

in Commissioner of Taxation vs the British Shoe Machinery, (South Africa), Limitedin Commissioner of Taxation vs the British Shoe Machinery, (South Africa), Limitedin Commissioner of Taxation vs the British Shoe Machinery, (South Africa), Limitedin Commissioner of Taxation vs the British Shoe Machinery, (South Africa), Limited

also stressed that "the source of the income derived from the property is where thealso stressed that "the source of the income derived from the property is where thealso stressed that "the source of the income derived from the property is where thealso stressed that "the source of the income derived from the property is where the

property is used".  In other words, for lessors who are denied depreciationproperty is used".  In other words, for lessors who are denied depreciationproperty is used".  In other words, for lessors who are denied depreciationproperty is used".  In other words, for lessors who are denied depreciation

allowances because leased equipment are used across the border, no profits tax willallowances because leased equipment are used across the border, no profits tax willallowances because leased equipment are used across the border, no profits tax willallowances because leased equipment are used across the border, no profits tax will

be charged on rentals from this type of financing.  This should, to a certain extent,be charged on rentals from this type of financing.  This should, to a certain extent,be charged on rentals from this type of financing.  This should, to a certain extent,be charged on rentals from this type of financing.  This should, to a certain extent,

compensate for the loss of initial and subsequent depreciation allowances, andcompensate for the loss of initial and subsequent depreciation allowances, andcompensate for the loss of initial and subsequent depreciation allowances, andcompensate for the loss of initial and subsequent depreciation allowances, and

balance off any pressure on increase in cost of financing arising from the loss ofbalance off any pressure on increase in cost of financing arising from the loss ofbalance off any pressure on increase in cost of financing arising from the loss ofbalance off any pressure on increase in cost of financing arising from the loss of

these allowances.these allowances.these allowances.these allowances.

The question was also put to the Administration as The question was also put to the Administration as The question was also put to the Administration as The question was also put to the Administration as to whether the proposedto whether the proposedto whether the proposedto whether the proposed

amendment which affects small ticket leasing is a departure from what was originallyamendment which affects small ticket leasing is a departure from what was originallyamendment which affects small ticket leasing is a departure from what was originallyamendment which affects small ticket leasing is a departure from what was originally

intended since it was not clearly spelt out in the Financial Secretary's statementintended since it was not clearly spelt out in the Financial Secretary's statementintended since it was not clearly spelt out in the Financial Secretary's statementintended since it was not clearly spelt out in the Financial Secretary's statement

on 14 November 1990.  The Administration clarified that although there was no prioron 14 November 1990.  The Administration clarified that although there was no prioron 14 November 1990.  The Administration clarified that although there was no prioron 14 November 1990.  The Administration clarified that although there was no prior

mention of the proposed amendment, it would like to take the opportunity of the presentmention of the proposed amendment, it would like to take the opportunity of the presentmention of the proposed amendment, it would like to take the opportunity of the presentmention of the proposed amendment, it would like to take the opportunity of the present

Bill to remove an identified anomaly in the Ordinance.  Having been satisfied on theBill to remove an identified anomaly in the Ordinance.  Having been satisfied on theBill to remove an identified anomaly in the Ordinance.  Having been satisfied on theBill to remove an identified anomaly in the Ordinance.  Having been satisfied on the

principles of taxation in relation to leased machinery and plant and of taxation basedprinciples of taxation in relation to leased machinery and plant and of taxation basedprinciples of taxation in relation to leased machinery and plant and of taxation basedprinciples of taxation in relation to leased machinery and plant and of taxation based

on source of income, the ad hoc group concluded that it is inadvisable to provideon source of income, the ad hoc group concluded that it is inadvisable to provideon source of income, the ad hoc group concluded that it is inadvisable to provideon source of income, the ad hoc group concluded that it is inadvisable to provide

for an exception on leased equipment to the PRC/Pearl River Delta Region.for an exception on leased equipment to the PRC/Pearl River Delta Region.for an exception on leased equipment to the PRC/Pearl River Delta Region.for an exception on leased equipment to the PRC/Pearl River Delta Region.

The point made by the submissions concerning retrospective effect of the BThe point made by the submissions concerning retrospective effect of the BThe point made by the submissions concerning retrospective effect of the BThe point made by the submissions concerning retrospective effect of the Billillillill

is, however, well taken.  In response to this point, the Secretary for the Treasuryis, however, well taken.  In response to this point, the Secretary for the Treasuryis, however, well taken.  In response to this point, the Secretary for the Treasuryis, however, well taken.  In response to this point, the Secretary for the Treasury

will, at the Committee stage, move an amendment so that the new law will not applywill, at the Committee stage, move an amendment so that the new law will not applywill, at the Committee stage, move an amendment so that the new law will not applywill, at the Committee stage, move an amendment so that the new law will not apply

to small ticket leasing with effect from 15 November 1990 but on enactment.  Theto small ticket leasing with effect from 15 November 1990 but on enactment.  Theto small ticket leasing with effect from 15 November 1990 but on enactment.  Theto small ticket leasing with effect from 15 November 1990 but on enactment.  The

Administration also confirmed to the ad hoc group that the provisions relating toAdministration also confirmed to the ad hoc group that the provisions relating toAdministration also confirmed to the ad hoc group that the provisions relating toAdministration also confirmed to the ad hoc group that the provisions relating to

small ticket leasing would not apply retrospectively to arrangements concluded beforesmall ticket leasing would not apply retrospectively to arrangements concluded beforesmall ticket leasing would not apply retrospectively to arrangements concluded beforesmall ticket leasing would not apply retrospectively to arrangements concluded before

the Bill's enactment.the Bill's enactment.the Bill's enactment.the Bill's enactment.



Mr Deputy President, in his Budget speech last week, the Financial SMr Deputy President, in his Budget speech last week, the Financial SMr Deputy President, in his Budget speech last week, the Financial SMr Deputy President, in his Budget speech last week, the Financial Secretary saidecretary saidecretary saidecretary said

that "he had very much in mind the need to plug tax loopholes whenever they appear".that "he had very much in mind the need to plug tax loopholes whenever they appear".that "he had very much in mind the need to plug tax loopholes whenever they appear".that "he had very much in mind the need to plug tax loopholes whenever they appear".

While we have yet to debate on his various budgetary strategies and proposals forWhile we have yet to debate on his various budgetary strategies and proposals forWhile we have yet to debate on his various budgetary strategies and proposals forWhile we have yet to debate on his various budgetary strategies and proposals for

1992-93, I think the Financial Secretary can count on this Council for support on1992-93, I think the Financial Secretary can count on this Council for support on1992-93, I think the Financial Secretary can count on this Council for support on1992-93, I think the Financial Secretary can count on this Council for support on

at least this particular score, namely, his pledge about closing tax loopholes.at least this particular score, namely, his pledge about closing tax loopholes.at least this particular score, namely, his pledge about closing tax loopholes.at least this particular score, namely, his pledge about closing tax loopholes.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to theWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to theWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to theWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to the

amendments at the Committee stage.amendments at the Committee stage.amendments at the Committee stage.amendments at the Committee stage.

MR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the resumption of the SecondMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the resumption of the SecondMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the resumption of the SecondMR PETER WONG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the resumption of the Second

Reading of the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) Bill 1991.  The convenor of theReading of the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) Bill 1991.  The convenor of theReading of the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) Bill 1991.  The convenor of theReading of the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (No. 5) Bill 1991.  The convenor of the

ad hoc group, the Honourable Ronald ARCULLI, has already gone over the major aspectsad hoc group, the Honourable Ronald ARCULLI, has already gone over the major aspectsad hoc group, the Honourable Ronald ARCULLI, has already gone over the major aspectsad hoc group, the Honourable Ronald ARCULLI, has already gone over the major aspects

of this Bill and I shall not repeat them.of this Bill and I shall not repeat them.of this Bill and I shall not repeat them.of this Bill and I shall not repeat them.

I do wish to raI do wish to raI do wish to raI do wish to raise three points on the so-called "small ticket leasing".  I feelise three points on the so-called "small ticket leasing".  I feelise three points on the so-called "small ticket leasing".  I feelise three points on the so-called "small ticket leasing".  I feel

it will be useful to have the Administration's views clearly on this aspect to assistit will be useful to have the Administration's views clearly on this aspect to assistit will be useful to have the Administration's views clearly on this aspect to assistit will be useful to have the Administration's views clearly on this aspect to assist

both the leasing businesses as well as tax practitioners.both the leasing businesses as well as tax practitioners.both the leasing businesses as well as tax practitioners.both the leasing businesses as well as tax practitioners.

The Commissioner of Inland Revenue has stateThe Commissioner of Inland Revenue has stateThe Commissioner of Inland Revenue has stateThe Commissioner of Inland Revenue has stated that if an asset is not used ind that if an asset is not used ind that if an asset is not used ind that if an asset is not used in

Hong Kong, the lease rentals will not be sourced in Hong Kong, and lease rentals paidHong Kong, the lease rentals will not be sourced in Hong Kong, and lease rentals paidHong Kong, the lease rentals will not be sourced in Hong Kong, and lease rentals paidHong Kong, the lease rentals will not be sourced in Hong Kong, and lease rentals paid

to the Hong Kong lessor will not be taxed in Hong Kong nor will depreciation allowancesto the Hong Kong lessor will not be taxed in Hong Kong nor will depreciation allowancesto the Hong Kong lessor will not be taxed in Hong Kong nor will depreciation allowancesto the Hong Kong lessor will not be taxed in Hong Kong nor will depreciation allowances

be granted.  However, there are assets under lease used wholly or principally outsidebe granted.  However, there are assets under lease used wholly or principally outsidebe granted.  However, there are assets under lease used wholly or principally outsidebe granted.  However, there are assets under lease used wholly or principally outside

Hong Kong but also frequently in Hong Kong.  Many leased vehicles fall into thisHong Kong but also frequently in Hong Kong.  Many leased vehicles fall into thisHong Kong but also frequently in Hong Kong.  Many leased vehicles fall into thisHong Kong but also frequently in Hong Kong.  Many leased vehicles fall into this

category. Doubts have been raised as to whether rentals should be apportioned, andcategory. Doubts have been raised as to whether rentals should be apportioned, andcategory. Doubts have been raised as to whether rentals should be apportioned, andcategory. Doubts have been raised as to whether rentals should be apportioned, and

if so on what basis.if so on what basis.if so on what basis.if so on what basis.

It would be helpful if the AdmiIt would be helpful if the AdmiIt would be helpful if the AdmiIt would be helpful if the Administration can confirm that the lease rentals innistration can confirm that the lease rentals innistration can confirm that the lease rentals innistration can confirm that the lease rentals in

such a case would be regarded as arising outside Hong Kong and hence not chargeablesuch a case would be regarded as arising outside Hong Kong and hence not chargeablesuch a case would be regarded as arising outside Hong Kong and hence not chargeablesuch a case would be regarded as arising outside Hong Kong and hence not chargeable

to profits tax, and correspondingly, the entitlement to depreciation allowances doesto profits tax, and correspondingly, the entitlement to depreciation allowances doesto profits tax, and correspondingly, the entitlement to depreciation allowances doesto profits tax, and correspondingly, the entitlement to depreciation allowances does

not arise.not arise.not arise.not arise.

In relation to leasing, tIn relation to leasing, tIn relation to leasing, tIn relation to leasing, there have also been doubts cast over the wording inhere have also been doubts cast over the wording inhere have also been doubts cast over the wording inhere have also been doubts cast over the wording in

section 15(1)(d) as to whether the Commissioner would be looking at the actual usagesection 15(1)(d) as to whether the Commissioner would be looking at the actual usagesection 15(1)(d) as to whether the Commissioner would be looking at the actual usagesection 15(1)(d) as to whether the Commissioner would be looking at the actual usage

of moveable property in Hong Kong to determine the taxability of rentals or the "rightof moveable property in Hong Kong to determine the taxability of rentals or the "rightof moveable property in Hong Kong to determine the taxability of rentals or the "rightof moveable property in Hong Kong to determine the taxability of rentals or the "right

to use".  For example, would the "right to use" without actual usage bring it intoto use".  For example, would the "right to use" without actual usage bring it intoto use".  For example, would the "right to use" without actual usage bring it intoto use".  For example, would the "right to use" without actual usage bring it into

the tax net? Again, would the Secretary confirm that the revenue would only look tothe tax net? Again, would the Secretary confirm that the revenue would only look tothe tax net? Again, would the Secretary confirm that the revenue would only look tothe tax net? Again, would the Secretary confirm that the revenue would only look to

actual usage?actual usage?actual usage?actual usage?



Lastly, what will happen if a lessee makes certain representations to the lessorLastly, what will happen if a lessee makes certain representations to the lessorLastly, what will happen if a lessee makes certain representations to the lessorLastly, what will happen if a lessee makes certain representations to the lessor

about the usage of the leased assets and subsequently change the location of thoseabout the usage of the leased assets and subsequently change the location of thoseabout the usage of the leased assets and subsequently change the location of thoseabout the usage of the leased assets and subsequently change the location of those

assets without informing the lessor?  Strictly speaking, this could bring the rentalsassets without informing the lessor?  Strictly speaking, this could bring the rentalsassets without informing the lessor?  Strictly speaking, this could bring the rentalsassets without informing the lessor?  Strictly speaking, this could bring the rentals

outside the scope of Hong Kong profits tax and the lessor should keep constant trackoutside the scope of Hong Kong profits tax and the lessor should keep constant trackoutside the scope of Hong Kong profits tax and the lessor should keep constant trackoutside the scope of Hong Kong profits tax and the lessor should keep constant track

of the whereabouts of his assets under lease.  However, this is unlikely to beof the whereabouts of his assets under lease.  However, this is unlikely to beof the whereabouts of his assets under lease.  However, this is unlikely to beof the whereabouts of his assets under lease.  However, this is unlikely to be

practical and would be rather wasteful of resources.  Would it not be more practicalpractical and would be rather wasteful of resources.  Would it not be more practicalpractical and would be rather wasteful of resources.  Would it not be more practicalpractical and would be rather wasteful of resources.  Would it not be more practical

to ascertain the location of the assets at the end of the Basis Period in questionto ascertain the location of the assets at the end of the Basis Period in questionto ascertain the location of the assets at the end of the Basis Period in questionto ascertain the location of the assets at the end of the Basis Period in question

instead of throughout the Basis Period?instead of throughout the Basis Period?instead of throughout the Basis Period?instead of throughout the Basis Period?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, since it was introduced into thisSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, since it was introduced into thisSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, since it was introduced into thisSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Deputy President, since it was introduced into this

Council on 27 November 1991, this somewhat technical but important piece ofCouncil on 27 November 1991, this somewhat technical but important piece ofCouncil on 27 November 1991, this somewhat technical but important piece ofCouncil on 27 November 1991, this somewhat technical but important piece of

legislation has benefitted considerably from the advice and suggestions of the adlegislation has benefitted considerably from the advice and suggestions of the adlegislation has benefitted considerably from the advice and suggestions of the adlegislation has benefitted considerably from the advice and suggestions of the ad

hoc group led by Mr ARCULLI.  Apart from holding three formal meetings with thehoc group led by Mr ARCULLI.  Apart from holding three formal meetings with thehoc group led by Mr ARCULLI.  Apart from holding three formal meetings with thehoc group led by Mr ARCULLI.  Apart from holding three formal meetings with the

government team, the group received formal representations from a number ofgovernment team, the group received formal representations from a number ofgovernment team, the group received formal representations from a number ofgovernment team, the group received formal representations from a number of

professional organizations, including the Hong Kong Association of Banks, the Hongprofessional organizations, including the Hong Kong Association of Banks, the Hongprofessional organizations, including the Hong Kong Association of Banks, the Hongprofessional organizations, including the Hong Kong Association of Banks, the Hong

Kong General Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Hong Kong Industries and the HongKong General Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Hong Kong Industries and the HongKong General Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Hong Kong Industries and the HongKong General Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Hong Kong Industries and the Hong

Kong Equipment Leasing Association.  As a result of these various discussions, theKong Equipment Leasing Association.  As a result of these various discussions, theKong Equipment Leasing Association.  As a result of these various discussions, theKong Equipment Leasing Association.  As a result of these various discussions, the

way in which the Bill would operate in practice was clarified, and two usefulway in which the Bill would operate in practice was clarified, and two usefulway in which the Bill would operate in practice was clarified, and two usefulway in which the Bill would operate in practice was clarified, and two useful

amendments, which I shall be moving later this afternoon, were agreed.  I should likeamendments, which I shall be moving later this afternoon, were agreed.  I should likeamendments, which I shall be moving later this afternoon, were agreed.  I should likeamendments, which I shall be moving later this afternoon, were agreed.  I should like

to put on record my sincere appreciation of the ad hoc group's efforts.to put on record my sincere appreciation of the ad hoc group's efforts.to put on record my sincere appreciation of the ad hoc group's efforts.to put on record my sincere appreciation of the ad hoc group's efforts.

Mr ARCULLI and Mr Peter WONG have referred to a number of problems addressed byMr ARCULLI and Mr Peter WONG have referred to a number of problems addressed byMr ARCULLI and Mr Peter WONG have referred to a number of problems addressed byMr ARCULLI and Mr Peter WONG have referred to a number of problems addressed by

the ad hoc group.  I shall confine my remarks to two areas.  One important concernthe ad hoc group.  I shall confine my remarks to two areas.  One important concernthe ad hoc group.  I shall confine my remarks to two areas.  One important concernthe ad hoc group.  I shall confine my remarks to two areas.  One important concern

which emerged in discussion was the possible implications of the Bill for personswhich emerged in discussion was the possible implications of the Bill for personswhich emerged in discussion was the possible implications of the Bill for personswhich emerged in discussion was the possible implications of the Bill for persons

who lease plant and machinery to factories in China under the so-called "small-ticket"who lease plant and machinery to factories in China under the so-called "small-ticket"who lease plant and machinery to factories in China under the so-called "small-ticket"who lease plant and machinery to factories in China under the so-called "small-ticket"

leasing arrangements. The Bill will in fact have little impact on such lessors. Leaseleasing arrangements. The Bill will in fact have little impact on such lessors. Leaseleasing arrangements. The Bill will in fact have little impact on such lessors. Leaseleasing arrangements. The Bill will in fact have little impact on such lessors. Lease

rentals from plant and machinery operated in China will, under Hong Kong tax law,rentals from plant and machinery operated in China will, under Hong Kong tax law,rentals from plant and machinery operated in China will, under Hong Kong tax law,rentals from plant and machinery operated in China will, under Hong Kong tax law,

continue to be regarded generally as having their source outside Hong Kong, andcontinue to be regarded generally as having their source outside Hong Kong, andcontinue to be regarded generally as having their source outside Hong Kong, andcontinue to be regarded generally as having their source outside Hong Kong, and

therefore as not being subject to Hong Kong tax.  By the same token they will not,therefore as not being subject to Hong Kong tax.  By the same token they will not,therefore as not being subject to Hong Kong tax.  By the same token they will not,therefore as not being subject to Hong Kong tax.  By the same token they will not,

of course, be eligible for the generous depreciation allowances which are availableof course, be eligible for the generous depreciation allowances which are availableof course, be eligible for the generous depreciation allowances which are availableof course, be eligible for the generous depreciation allowances which are available

for plant and machinery used to produce profits which are assessable for tax in Hongfor plant and machinery used to produce profits which are assessable for tax in Hongfor plant and machinery used to produce profits which are assessable for tax in Hongfor plant and machinery used to produce profits which are assessable for tax in Hong

Kong.Kong.Kong.Kong.

Mr Peter WONG has asked three questions in relation to hMr Peter WONG has asked three questions in relation to hMr Peter WONG has asked three questions in relation to hMr Peter WONG has asked three questions in relation to how this principle wouldow this principle wouldow this principle wouldow this principle would

apply in certain specific cases.  I do not propose to respond to these points of detailapply in certain specific cases.  I do not propose to respond to these points of detailapply in certain specific cases.  I do not propose to respond to these points of detailapply in certain specific cases.  I do not propose to respond to these points of detail

this afternoon, as I understand that the Commissioner of Inland Revenue has receivedthis afternoon, as I understand that the Commissioner of Inland Revenue has receivedthis afternoon, as I understand that the Commissioner of Inland Revenue has receivedthis afternoon, as I understand that the Commissioner of Inland Revenue has received



and responded in writing to the OMELCO clarifying the technical issues involved.and responded in writing to the OMELCO clarifying the technical issues involved.and responded in writing to the OMELCO clarifying the technical issues involved.and responded in writing to the OMELCO clarifying the technical issues involved.

A second area of concern was that of retrospectivity.  As previously announcedA second area of concern was that of retrospectivity.  As previously announcedA second area of concern was that of retrospectivity.  As previously announcedA second area of concern was that of retrospectivity.  As previously announced

by the Financial Secretary, the first part of the Bill, dealing with tax allowancesby the Financial Secretary, the first part of the Bill, dealing with tax allowancesby the Financial Secretary, the first part of the Bill, dealing with tax allowancesby the Financial Secretary, the first part of the Bill, dealing with tax allowances

in respect of the upgrading of technology, will apply to contracts entered into onin respect of the upgrading of technology, will apply to contracts entered into onin respect of the upgrading of technology, will apply to contracts entered into onin respect of the upgrading of technology, will apply to contracts entered into on

or after 18 April 1991.  The second part of the Bill, dealing with leveraged leasing,or after 18 April 1991.  The second part of the Bill, dealing with leveraged leasing,or after 18 April 1991.  The second part of the Bill, dealing with leveraged leasing,or after 18 April 1991.  The second part of the Bill, dealing with leveraged leasing,

will apply to transactions entered into on or after        15 November 1990.  Thewill apply to transactions entered into on or after        15 November 1990.  Thewill apply to transactions entered into on or after        15 November 1990.  Thewill apply to transactions entered into on or after        15 November 1990.  The

decision to bring the Bill into effect in advance of its enactment was taken in orderdecision to bring the Bill into effect in advance of its enactment was taken in orderdecision to bring the Bill into effect in advance of its enactment was taken in orderdecision to bring the Bill into effect in advance of its enactment was taken in order

to protect the large sums of public revenue which would otherwise have been at risk.to protect the large sums of public revenue which would otherwise have been at risk.to protect the large sums of public revenue which would otherwise have been at risk.to protect the large sums of public revenue which would otherwise have been at risk.

The Government nevertheless accepts that this element of retrospectivity wasThe Government nevertheless accepts that this element of retrospectivity wasThe Government nevertheless accepts that this element of retrospectivity wasThe Government nevertheless accepts that this element of retrospectivity was

neither announced nor intended in respect of "small ticket" leasing of plant andneither announced nor intended in respect of "small ticket" leasing of plant andneither announced nor intended in respect of "small ticket" leasing of plant andneither announced nor intended in respect of "small ticket" leasing of plant and

machinery.  One of the amendments which I will shortly be proposing to the Bill willmachinery.  One of the amendments which I will shortly be proposing to the Bill willmachinery.  One of the amendments which I will shortly be proposing to the Bill willmachinery.  One of the amendments which I will shortly be proposing to the Bill will

therefore make it clear that the November 1990 effective date for the leveragedtherefore make it clear that the November 1990 effective date for the leveragedtherefore make it clear that the November 1990 effective date for the leveragedtherefore make it clear that the November 1990 effective date for the leveraged

leasing provisions applies to ships and aircraft only.leasing provisions applies to ships and aircraft only.leasing provisions applies to ships and aircraft only.leasing provisions applies to ships and aircraft only.

Mr Deputy President, I commend thMr Deputy President, I commend thMr Deputy President, I commend thMr Deputy President, I commend this Bill to the Council, subject to the amendmentsis Bill to the Council, subject to the amendmentsis Bill to the Council, subject to the amendmentsis Bill to the Council, subject to the amendments

which I shall shortly move.which I shall shortly move.which I shall shortly move.which I shall shortly move.

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 November 1991Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on      20 November 1991

Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.Question on Second Reading proposed.

MR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration (Amendment) (No. 2)MR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration (Amendment) (No. 2)MR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration (Amendment) (No. 2)MR MOSES CHENG: Mr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration (Amendment) (No. 2)

Bill 1991 seeks to expand the range of disciplinary orders available to the DentalBill 1991 seeks to expand the range of disciplinary orders available to the DentalBill 1991 seeks to expand the range of disciplinary orders available to the DentalBill 1991 seeks to expand the range of disciplinary orders available to the Dental

Council by giving it the additional powers of making no order, suspending theCouncil by giving it the additional powers of making no order, suspending theCouncil by giving it the additional powers of making no order, suspending theCouncil by giving it the additional powers of making no order, suspending the

application of any order made and deciding whether or not a reprimand is to beapplication of any order made and deciding whether or not a reprimand is to beapplication of any order made and deciding whether or not a reprimand is to beapplication of any order made and deciding whether or not a reprimand is to be

published in the Gazette, in place of an existing power of postponing judgment forpublished in the Gazette, in place of an existing power of postponing judgment forpublished in the Gazette, in place of an existing power of postponing judgment forpublished in the Gazette, in place of an existing power of postponing judgment for

two years.two years.two years.two years.



A Legislative Council ad hoc group consisting of eight members was formed to studyA Legislative Council ad hoc group consisting of eight members was formed to studyA Legislative Council ad hoc group consisting of eight members was formed to studyA Legislative Council ad hoc group consisting of eight members was formed to study

the Bill.  The group has held two meetings and has met with the Administration asthe Bill.  The group has held two meetings and has met with the Administration asthe Bill.  The group has held two meetings and has met with the Administration asthe Bill.  The group has held two meetings and has met with the Administration as

well as representatives of the Hong Kong Dental Association.well as representatives of the Hong Kong Dental Association.well as representatives of the Hong Kong Dental Association.well as representatives of the Hong Kong Dental Association.

Having regard to the views of the Administration and the Dental Association, theHaving regard to the views of the Administration and the Dental Association, theHaving regard to the views of the Administration and the Dental Association, theHaving regard to the views of the Administration and the Dental Association, the

ad hoc group accepted in principle that there should be greater flexibility in thead hoc group accepted in principle that there should be greater flexibility in thead hoc group accepted in principle that there should be greater flexibility in thead hoc group accepted in principle that there should be greater flexibility in the

powers of the Dental Council to make disciplinary orders, especially on minor cases.powers of the Dental Council to make disciplinary orders, especially on minor cases.powers of the Dental Council to make disciplinary orders, especially on minor cases.powers of the Dental Council to make disciplinary orders, especially on minor cases.

As regards the specific additional powers proposed by the Bill, members were agreeableAs regards the specific additional powers proposed by the Bill, members were agreeableAs regards the specific additional powers proposed by the Bill, members were agreeableAs regards the specific additional powers proposed by the Bill, members were agreeable

to the power to suspend the application of any order made but had reservations onto the power to suspend the application of any order made but had reservations onto the power to suspend the application of any order made but had reservations onto the power to suspend the application of any order made but had reservations on

the power to make no order.  They considered that it would be difficult to explainthe power to make no order.  They considered that it would be difficult to explainthe power to make no order.  They considered that it would be difficult to explainthe power to make no order.  They considered that it would be difficult to explain

to members of the public if a dentist convicted of an offence punishable withto members of the public if a dentist convicted of an offence punishable withto members of the public if a dentist convicted of an offence punishable withto members of the public if a dentist convicted of an offence punishable with

imprisonment or found guilty of unprofessional conduct was not disciplined at allimprisonment or found guilty of unprofessional conduct was not disciplined at allimprisonment or found guilty of unprofessional conduct was not disciplined at allimprisonment or found guilty of unprofessional conduct was not disciplined at all

by the Dental Council.  Some members also made the point that in many cases, it couldby the Dental Council.  Some members also made the point that in many cases, it couldby the Dental Council.  Some members also made the point that in many cases, it couldby the Dental Council.  Some members also made the point that in many cases, it could

be difficult to determine whether or not an offence by a professional was relatedbe difficult to determine whether or not an offence by a professional was relatedbe difficult to determine whether or not an offence by a professional was relatedbe difficult to determine whether or not an offence by a professional was related

to his profession.to his profession.to his profession.to his profession.

The ad hoc group therefore proposed that the power to make no order by the DentalThe ad hoc group therefore proposed that the power to make no order by the DentalThe ad hoc group therefore proposed that the power to make no order by the DentalThe ad hoc group therefore proposed that the power to make no order by the Dental

Council should be replaced by a power to make any order it considered appropriate,Council should be replaced by a power to make any order it considered appropriate,Council should be replaced by a power to make any order it considered appropriate,Council should be replaced by a power to make any order it considered appropriate,

provided that no such order was of greater severity than those permitted under theprovided that no such order was of greater severity than those permitted under theprovided that no such order was of greater severity than those permitted under theprovided that no such order was of greater severity than those permitted under the

existing legislation.  If this proposal was taken on board, the other proposed powerexisting legislation.  If this proposal was taken on board, the other proposed powerexisting legislation.  If this proposal was taken on board, the other proposed powerexisting legislation.  If this proposal was taken on board, the other proposed power

to decide whether or not a reprimand should be gazetted would no longer be necessary.to decide whether or not a reprimand should be gazetted would no longer be necessary.to decide whether or not a reprimand should be gazetted would no longer be necessary.to decide whether or not a reprimand should be gazetted would no longer be necessary.

The Administration has been informed of and agreed with this recommendation.The Administration has been informed of and agreed with this recommendation.The Administration has been informed of and agreed with this recommendation.The Administration has been informed of and agreed with this recommendation.

Accordingly, I shall be moving an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.Accordingly, I shall be moving an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.Accordingly, I shall be moving an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.Accordingly, I shall be moving an amendment to this effect at the Committee stage.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I supporMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I supporMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I supporMr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the Bill.t the Bill.t the Bill.t the Bill.

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the Dentists RegistrationDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the Dentists RegistrationDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the Dentists RegistrationDR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Deputy President, I rise to support the Dentists Registration

(Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1991 subject to the amendment to be proposed at the Committee(Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1991 subject to the amendment to be proposed at the Committee(Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1991 subject to the amendment to be proposed at the Committee(Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 1991 subject to the amendment to be proposed at the Committee

stage.stage.stage.stage.

In rising to support the Bill, I am expressing the feelings ofIn rising to support the Bill, I am expressing the feelings ofIn rising to support the Bill, I am expressing the feelings ofIn rising to support the Bill, I am expressing the feelings of the dental the dental the dental the dental

profession which I represent.  At the same time, I am instructed by them to urge theprofession which I represent.  At the same time, I am instructed by them to urge theprofession which I represent.  At the same time, I am instructed by them to urge theprofession which I represent.  At the same time, I am instructed by them to urge the

Government to make an overall review of the Dentists Registration Ordinance and makeGovernment to make an overall review of the Dentists Registration Ordinance and makeGovernment to make an overall review of the Dentists Registration Ordinance and makeGovernment to make an overall review of the Dentists Registration Ordinance and make

necessary amendments in line with the recommendations and views of the Hong Kongnecessary amendments in line with the recommendations and views of the Hong Kongnecessary amendments in line with the recommendations and views of the Hong Kongnecessary amendments in line with the recommendations and views of the Hong Kong

dental profession without delay.dental profession without delay.dental profession without delay.dental profession without delay.



Mr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration Ordinance governs theMr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration Ordinance governs theMr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration Ordinance governs theMr Deputy President, the Dentists Registration Ordinance governs the

registration, the examination and the professional discipline of practising dentistsregistration, the examination and the professional discipline of practising dentistsregistration, the examination and the professional discipline of practising dentistsregistration, the examination and the professional discipline of practising dentists

through the Dental Council as its executive arm.  Since the role of registration,through the Dental Council as its executive arm.  Since the role of registration,through the Dental Council as its executive arm.  Since the role of registration,through the Dental Council as its executive arm.  Since the role of registration,

examination and professional discipline concern with standards of dental practice,examination and professional discipline concern with standards of dental practice,examination and professional discipline concern with standards of dental practice,examination and professional discipline concern with standards of dental practice,

the Dental Council should be an autonomous body of the dental profession.the Dental Council should be an autonomous body of the dental profession.the Dental Council should be an autonomous body of the dental profession.the Dental Council should be an autonomous body of the dental profession.

There are, Mr Deputy President, basically three areas where the DentistsThere are, Mr Deputy President, basically three areas where the DentistsThere are, Mr Deputy President, basically three areas where the DentistsThere are, Mr Deputy President, basically three areas where the Dentists

Registration Ordinance requires imminent amendments. They are: composition of theRegistration Ordinance requires imminent amendments. They are: composition of theRegistration Ordinance requires imminent amendments. They are: composition of theRegistration Ordinance requires imminent amendments. They are: composition of the

Dental Council, the status of the examination body, and the Chinese name of theDental Council, the status of the examination body, and the Chinese name of theDental Council, the status of the examination body, and the Chinese name of theDental Council, the status of the examination body, and the Chinese name of the

Council.Council.Council.Council.

Composition of the Dental CouncilComposition of the Dental CouncilComposition of the Dental CouncilComposition of the Dental Council

The current Dental Council is composed of 12 memberThe current Dental Council is composed of 12 memberThe current Dental Council is composed of 12 memberThe current Dental Council is composed of 12 members.  Section 4(2)(d) of thes.  Section 4(2)(d) of thes.  Section 4(2)(d) of thes.  Section 4(2)(d) of the

current Dentists Registration Ordinance states that the composition of the Dentalcurrent Dentists Registration Ordinance states that the composition of the Dentalcurrent Dentists Registration Ordinance states that the composition of the Dentalcurrent Dentists Registration Ordinance states that the composition of the Dental

Council should consist of, amongst other members, "six registered dentists" chosenCouncil should consist of, amongst other members, "six registered dentists" chosenCouncil should consist of, amongst other members, "six registered dentists" chosenCouncil should consist of, amongst other members, "six registered dentists" chosen

from a panel of not less than 12 registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dentalfrom a panel of not less than 12 registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dentalfrom a panel of not less than 12 registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dentalfrom a panel of not less than 12 registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dental

Association.Association.Association.Association.

These nominees are directly appointed to sit in the Council by the Governor.  ItThese nominees are directly appointed to sit in the Council by the Governor.  ItThese nominees are directly appointed to sit in the Council by the Governor.  ItThese nominees are directly appointed to sit in the Council by the Governor.  It

is obvious therefore there is no direct linkage between the Dental Council and theis obvious therefore there is no direct linkage between the Dental Council and theis obvious therefore there is no direct linkage between the Dental Council and theis obvious therefore there is no direct linkage between the Dental Council and the

Hong Kong Dental Association which represents the profession.Hong Kong Dental Association which represents the profession.Hong Kong Dental Association which represents the profession.Hong Kong Dental Association which represents the profession.

Furthermore as these members are appointed by the Governor and not elected byFurthermore as these members are appointed by the Governor and not elected byFurthermore as these members are appointed by the Governor and not elected byFurthermore as these members are appointed by the Governor and not elected by

members of the profession, they do not have to be accountable to the profession.members of the profession, they do not have to be accountable to the profession.members of the profession, they do not have to be accountable to the profession.members of the profession, they do not have to be accountable to the profession.

The status of the examination bodyThe status of the examination bodyThe status of the examination bodyThe status of the examination body

Section 8(2) of the current Dentists RegistrationSection 8(2) of the current Dentists RegistrationSection 8(2) of the current Dentists RegistrationSection 8(2) of the current Dentists Registration Ordinance states that the Ordinance states that the Ordinance states that the Ordinance states that the

Dental Council may require any applicant for registration to pass such examinationDental Council may require any applicant for registration to pass such examinationDental Council may require any applicant for registration to pass such examinationDental Council may require any applicant for registration to pass such examination

as it may determine.as it may determine.as it may determine.as it may determine.

This would have to be done through an Examination Board of the Dental Council.This would have to be done through an Examination Board of the Dental Council.This would have to be done through an Examination Board of the Dental Council.This would have to be done through an Examination Board of the Dental Council.

But unfortunately, the membership, the power and the duties of this Board is currentlyBut unfortunately, the membership, the power and the duties of this Board is currentlyBut unfortunately, the membership, the power and the duties of this Board is currentlyBut unfortunately, the membership, the power and the duties of this Board is currently

not governed by statute, unlike the equivalent Licentiate Committee of the Medicalnot governed by statute, unlike the equivalent Licentiate Committee of the Medicalnot governed by statute, unlike the equivalent Licentiate Committee of the Medicalnot governed by statute, unlike the equivalent Licentiate Committee of the Medical

Council where all these are specified by law under section 20(c) of the MedicalCouncil where all these are specified by law under section 20(c) of the MedicalCouncil where all these are specified by law under section 20(c) of the MedicalCouncil where all these are specified by law under section 20(c) of the Medical

Registration Ordinance.  Imminent amendments, Mr Deputy President, are thereforeRegistration Ordinance.  Imminent amendments, Mr Deputy President, are thereforeRegistration Ordinance.  Imminent amendments, Mr Deputy President, are thereforeRegistration Ordinance.  Imminent amendments, Mr Deputy President, are therefore

needed to bring this in line.needed to bring this in line.needed to bring this in line.needed to bring this in line.



The Chinese name of the CouncilThe Chinese name of the CouncilThe Chinese name of the CouncilThe Chinese name of the Council

The Chinese translation of the Dental Council currently �  does not appear toThe Chinese translation of the Dental Council currently �  does not appear toThe Chinese translation of the Dental Council currently �  does not appear toThe Chinese translation of the Dental Council currently �  does not appear to

reflect all the functions and role of the Council nor does it do justice to thereflect all the functions and role of the Council nor does it do justice to thereflect all the functions and role of the Council nor does it do justice to thereflect all the functions and role of the Council nor does it do justice to the

responsibilities of this particular Council.  A more appropriate translation suchresponsibilities of this particular Council.  A more appropriate translation suchresponsibilities of this particular Council.  A more appropriate translation suchresponsibilities of this particular Council.  A more appropriate translation such

as �  is therefore also wanting.as �  is therefore also wanting.as �  is therefore also wanting.as �  is therefore also wanting.

Mr Deputy President, these and others are not covered by this amendment Bill,Mr Deputy President, these and others are not covered by this amendment Bill,Mr Deputy President, these and others are not covered by this amendment Bill,Mr Deputy President, these and others are not covered by this amendment Bill,

but would need to be looked at with urgency to ensure that the Dentists Registrationbut would need to be looked at with urgency to ensure that the Dentists Registrationbut would need to be looked at with urgency to ensure that the Dentists Registrationbut would need to be looked at with urgency to ensure that the Dentists Registration

Ordinance will function smoothly to 1997 and beyond.Ordinance will function smoothly to 1997 and beyond.Ordinance will function smoothly to 1997 and beyond.Ordinance will function smoothly to 1997 and beyond.

With these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to theWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to theWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to theWith these remarks, Mr Deputy President, I support the Bill subject to the

amendments to be raised during the Committee stage.amendments to be raised during the Committee stage.amendments to be raised during the Committee stage.amendments to be raised during the Committee stage.

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to the convenor,SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to the convenor,SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to the convenor,SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to the convenor,

the Honourable Moses CHENG, and members of the ad hoc group for their scrutiny ofthe Honourable Moses CHENG, and members of the ad hoc group for their scrutiny ofthe Honourable Moses CHENG, and members of the ad hoc group for their scrutiny ofthe Honourable Moses CHENG, and members of the ad hoc group for their scrutiny of

this Bill.  The proposed amendments will make for greater flexibility and enhancethis Bill.  The proposed amendments will make for greater flexibility and enhancethis Bill.  The proposed amendments will make for greater flexibility and enhancethis Bill.  The proposed amendments will make for greater flexibility and enhance

transparency in the Dental Council's administration of internal discipline.transparency in the Dental Council's administration of internal discipline.transparency in the Dental Council's administration of internal discipline.transparency in the Dental Council's administration of internal discipline.

Mr Deputy President, if I may, I would like to respond to the concern expressedMr Deputy President, if I may, I would like to respond to the concern expressedMr Deputy President, if I may, I would like to respond to the concern expressedMr Deputy President, if I may, I would like to respond to the concern expressed

by Dr the Honourable C H LEONG on the composition of the Council and also regardingby Dr the Honourable C H LEONG on the composition of the Council and also regardingby Dr the Honourable C H LEONG on the composition of the Council and also regardingby Dr the Honourable C H LEONG on the composition of the Council and also regarding

consultation with the Hong Kong Dental Association as distinct from the Dental Councilconsultation with the Hong Kong Dental Association as distinct from the Dental Councilconsultation with the Hong Kong Dental Association as distinct from the Dental Councilconsultation with the Hong Kong Dental Association as distinct from the Dental Council

in this exercise.  I would like to put the record straight.  The fact is that sixin this exercise.  I would like to put the record straight.  The fact is that sixin this exercise.  I would like to put the record straight.  The fact is that sixin this exercise.  I would like to put the record straight.  The fact is that six

of the 12 members, that is half of the membership of the Dental Council, are appointedof the 12 members, that is half of the membership of the Dental Council, are appointedof the 12 members, that is half of the membership of the Dental Council, are appointedof the 12 members, that is half of the membership of the Dental Council, are appointed

from registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dental Association.  This is afrom registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dental Association.  This is afrom registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dental Association.  This is afrom registered dentists nominated by the Hong Kong Dental Association.  This is a

statutory requirement under section 4(2)(d) of the Ordinance specifically to ensurestatutory requirement under section 4(2)(d) of the Ordinance specifically to ensurestatutory requirement under section 4(2)(d) of the Ordinance specifically to ensurestatutory requirement under section 4(2)(d) of the Ordinance specifically to ensure

a close link between the Dental Council and the Association.  The members who area close link between the Dental Council and the Association.  The members who area close link between the Dental Council and the Association.  The members who area close link between the Dental Council and the Association.  The members who are

appointed on the Association's nomination have presumably a role, if not a duty, toappointed on the Association's nomination have presumably a role, if not a duty, toappointed on the Association's nomination have presumably a role, if not a duty, toappointed on the Association's nomination have presumably a role, if not a duty, to

act as a bridge to keep the Association informed of developments and to reflect theact as a bridge to keep the Association informed of developments and to reflect theact as a bridge to keep the Association informed of developments and to reflect theact as a bridge to keep the Association informed of developments and to reflect the

Association's views to the Dental Council.  There should theoretically therefore beAssociation's views to the Dental Council.  There should theoretically therefore beAssociation's views to the Dental Council.  There should theoretically therefore beAssociation's views to the Dental Council.  There should theoretically therefore be

no question of a lack of consultation with the Dental Association.  If there wereno question of a lack of consultation with the Dental Association.  If there wereno question of a lack of consultation with the Dental Association.  If there wereno question of a lack of consultation with the Dental Association.  If there were

a communications gap, I would respectfully suggest that this would be a matter fora communications gap, I would respectfully suggest that this would be a matter fora communications gap, I would respectfully suggest that this would be a matter fora communications gap, I would respectfully suggest that this would be a matter for

the Association to address and to redress as appropriate, jointly with the Dentalthe Association to address and to redress as appropriate, jointly with the Dentalthe Association to address and to redress as appropriate, jointly with the Dentalthe Association to address and to redress as appropriate, jointly with the Dental

Council if needs be.Council if needs be.Council if needs be.Council if needs be.

                                

Mr Deputy President, I am grateful for all the remarks made eMr Deputy President, I am grateful for all the remarks made eMr Deputy President, I am grateful for all the remarks made eMr Deputy President, I am grateful for all the remarks made either within theither within theither within theither within the



context of the Bill or outside its immediate context.context of the Bill or outside its immediate context.context of the Bill or outside its immediate context.context of the Bill or outside its immediate context.

I commend to this Council the Bill as amended.I commend to this Council the Bill as amended.I commend to this Council the Bill as amended.I commend to this Council the Bill as amended.

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.

Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.Bill read the Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order 43(1).

Committee stage of BillsCommittee stage of BillsCommittee stage of BillsCommittee stage of Bills

Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.Council went into Committee.

INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991

Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.

Clauses 3 and 4Clauses 3 and 4Clauses 3 and 4Clauses 3 and 4

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Chairman, I propose that clauses 3 and 4 be amendedSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Chairman, I propose that clauses 3 and 4 be amendedSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Chairman, I propose that clauses 3 and 4 be amendedSECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Mr Chairman, I propose that clauses 3 and 4 be amended

as set out in my name in the paper circulated to Members.as set out in my name in the paper circulated to Members.as set out in my name in the paper circulated to Members.as set out in my name in the paper circulated to Members.

The minor amendment proposed to clause 3 is a drafting amendment for clarity.The minor amendment proposed to clause 3 is a drafting amendment for clarity.The minor amendment proposed to clause 3 is a drafting amendment for clarity.The minor amendment proposed to clause 3 is a drafting amendment for clarity.

Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to add a new section 22B to the Ordinance, in order toClause 3 of the Bill seeks to add a new section 22B to the Ordinance, in order toClause 3 of the Bill seeks to add a new section 22B to the Ordinance, in order toClause 3 of the Bill seeks to add a new section 22B to the Ordinance, in order to

limit the share of loss that a limited partner can set off against other income forlimit the share of loss that a limited partner can set off against other income forlimit the share of loss that a limited partner can set off against other income forlimit the share of loss that a limited partner can set off against other income for

the purposes of tax deduction, either to his share of the partnership loss or to thethe purposes of tax deduction, either to his share of the partnership loss or to thethe purposes of tax deduction, either to his share of the partnership loss or to thethe purposes of tax deduction, either to his share of the partnership loss or to the

amount of his capital contribution to the partnership, whichever is the less.  Theamount of his capital contribution to the partnership, whichever is the less.  Theamount of his capital contribution to the partnership, whichever is the less.  Theamount of his capital contribution to the partnership, whichever is the less.  The

proposed amendment clarifies the way in which the amount of a limited partner'sproposed amendment clarifies the way in which the amount of a limited partner'sproposed amendment clarifies the way in which the amount of a limited partner'sproposed amendment clarifies the way in which the amount of a limited partner's

capital contribution should be calculated for the purposes of the new section.capital contribution should be calculated for the purposes of the new section.capital contribution should be calculated for the purposes of the new section.capital contribution should be calculated for the purposes of the new section.

The proposed amendment to clause 4 of the Bill makes it clear that the denialThe proposed amendment to clause 4 of the Bill makes it clear that the denialThe proposed amendment to clause 4 of the Bill makes it clear that the denialThe proposed amendment to clause 4 of the Bill makes it clear that the denial

of depreciation allowances to lessors of plant and equipment used wholly orof depreciation allowances to lessors of plant and equipment used wholly orof depreciation allowances to lessors of plant and equipment used wholly orof depreciation allowances to lessors of plant and equipment used wholly or

principally outside Hong Kong shall not apply with retrospective effect.  As Iprincipally outside Hong Kong shall not apply with retrospective effect.  As Iprincipally outside Hong Kong shall not apply with retrospective effect.  As Iprincipally outside Hong Kong shall not apply with retrospective effect.  As I

mentioned earlier, the Government's intention is to apply the new provisions relatingmentioned earlier, the Government's intention is to apply the new provisions relatingmentioned earlier, the Government's intention is to apply the new provisions relatingmentioned earlier, the Government's intention is to apply the new provisions relating

to leveraged leasing to transactions entered into on or after                15to leveraged leasing to transactions entered into on or after                15to leveraged leasing to transactions entered into on or after                15to leveraged leasing to transactions entered into on or after                15

November 1990 only in respect of ships and aircraft.  The effect of the proposedNovember 1990 only in respect of ships and aircraft.  The effect of the proposedNovember 1990 only in respect of ships and aircraft.  The effect of the proposedNovember 1990 only in respect of ships and aircraft.  The effect of the proposed



amendment is to put this beyond doubt.amendment is to put this beyond doubt.amendment is to put this beyond doubt.amendment is to put this beyond doubt.

Mr Chairman, I beg to move.Mr Chairman, I beg to move.Mr Chairman, I beg to move.Mr Chairman, I beg to move.

Proposed amendmentsProposed amendmentsProposed amendmentsProposed amendments

Clause 3Clause 3Clause 3Clause 3

That clause 3 be amended by deleting the proposed section 22B(2)(a) and substitutingThat clause 3 be amended by deleting the proposed section 22B(2)(a) and substitutingThat clause 3 be amended by deleting the proposed section 22B(2)(a) and substitutingThat clause 3 be amended by deleting the proposed section 22B(2)(a) and substituting

----

"(a)"(a)"(a)"(a) the amount which he has contributed to it as capital less the sum of -the amount which he has contributed to it as capital less the sum of -the amount which he has contributed to it as capital less the sum of -the amount which he has contributed to it as capital less the sum of -

(i)(i)(i)(i) the amounts of capital that he has directly or indirectly drawn out or receivedthe amounts of capital that he has directly or indirectly drawn out or receivedthe amounts of capital that he has directly or indirectly drawn out or receivedthe amounts of capital that he has directly or indirectly drawn out or received

back; andback; andback; andback; and

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) anything that he is or may be entanything that he is or may be entanything that he is or may be entanything that he is or may be entitled at any time while the partnershipitled at any time while the partnershipitled at any time while the partnershipitled at any time while the partnership

carries on the trade, profession or business to draw out, receive back or be reimbursedcarries on the trade, profession or business to draw out, receive back or be reimbursedcarries on the trade, profession or business to draw out, receive back or be reimbursedcarries on the trade, profession or business to draw out, receive back or be reimbursed

from another person, whether or not the entitlement is enforceable or is pursuantfrom another person, whether or not the entitlement is enforceable or is pursuantfrom another person, whether or not the entitlement is enforceable or is pursuantfrom another person, whether or not the entitlement is enforceable or is pursuant

to an unenforceable undertaking or practice; and".to an unenforceable undertaking or practice; and".to an unenforceable undertaking or practice; and".to an unenforceable undertaking or practice; and".

Clause 4(e)Clause 4(e)Clause 4(e)Clause 4(e)

That clause 4(e) be amended by deleting "section 4(a), (b)" and substituting "sectionThat clause 4(e) be amended by deleting "section 4(a), (b)" and substituting "sectionThat clause 4(e) be amended by deleting "section 4(a), (b)" and substituting "sectionThat clause 4(e) be amended by deleting "section 4(a), (b)" and substituting "section

4(b)" in the proposed subsection (6).4(b)" in the proposed subsection (6).4(b)" in the proposed subsection (6).4(b)" in the proposed subsection (6).

Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.

Question on clauses 3 and 4,  as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clauses 3 and 4,  as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clauses 3 and 4,  as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clauses 3 and 4,  as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.

DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991

Clause 1 was agreed to.Clause 1 was agreed to.Clause 1 was agreed to.Clause 1 was agreed to.

Clause 2Clause 2Clause 2Clause 2



MR MOSES CHENG:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out in the paperMR MOSES CHENG:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out in the paperMR MOSES CHENG:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out in the paperMR MOSES CHENG:  Mr Chairman, I move that clause 2 be amended as set out in the paper

circulated to Members.circulated to Members.circulated to Members.circulated to Members.

Proposed amendmentsProposed amendmentsProposed amendmentsProposed amendments

Clause 2(a)Clause 2(a)Clause 2(a)Clause 2(a)

That clause 2(a) be amended, in the proposed paragraph (iv), by deleting "make noThat clause 2(a) be amended, in the proposed paragraph (iv), by deleting "make noThat clause 2(a) be amended, in the proposed paragraph (iv), by deleting "make noThat clause 2(a) be amended, in the proposed paragraph (iv), by deleting "make no

order" and substituting "make any other order as it thinks fit, but no such orderorder" and substituting "make any other order as it thinks fit, but no such orderorder" and substituting "make any other order as it thinks fit, but no such orderorder" and substituting "make any other order as it thinks fit, but no such order

shall be of greater severity than those in paragraphs (i) to (iii)".shall be of greater severity than those in paragraphs (i) to (iii)".shall be of greater severity than those in paragraphs (i) to (iii)".shall be of greater severity than those in paragraphs (i) to (iii)".

Clause 2(c)Clause 2(c)Clause 2(c)Clause 2(c)

That clause 2(c) be amended --That clause 2(c) be amended --That clause 2(c) be amended --That clause 2(c) be amended --

(a)(a)(a)(a) by deleting "subsection (1)(i) or (ii)" and substituting "subsection by deleting "subsection (1)(i) or (ii)" and substituting "subsection by deleting "subsection (1)(i) or (ii)" and substituting "subsection by deleting "subsection (1)(i) or (ii)" and substituting "subsection 

(1)(i) to (iii)"; and(1)(i) to (iii)"; and(1)(i) to (iii)"; and(1)(i) to (iii)"; and

(b)(b)(b)(b) by deleting "subsection (1)(iii)" and substituting "subsection (1)(iv)".by deleting "subsection (1)(iii)" and substituting "subsection (1)(iv)".by deleting "subsection (1)(iii)" and substituting "subsection (1)(iv)".by deleting "subsection (1)(iii)" and substituting "subsection (1)(iv)".

Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the amendments proposed, put and agreed to.

Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.Question on clause 2, as amended, proposed, put and agreed to.

Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.Council then resumed.

Third Reading of BillsThird Reading of BillsThird Reading of BillsThird Reading of Bills

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that theTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that the

INLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991 and theINLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991 and theINLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991 and theINLAND REVENUE (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) BILL 1991 and the

DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991DENTISTS REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1991

had passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of thehad passed through Committee with amendments.  He moved the Third Reading of the



Bills.Bills.Bills.Bills.

Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the Third Reading of the Bills proposed, put and agreed to.

Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.Bills read the Third time and passed.

Member's motionMember's motionMember's motionMember's motion

LAW AND ORDERLAW AND ORDERLAW AND ORDERLAW AND ORDER

MRS PEGGY LAM moved the following motion:MRS PEGGY LAM moved the following motion:MRS PEGGY LAM moved the following motion:MRS PEGGY LAM moved the following motion:

"In view of the community's strong concern over violent crimes and gang activities,"In view of the community's strong concern over violent crimes and gang activities,"In view of the community's strong concern over violent crimes and gang activities,"In view of the community's strong concern over violent crimes and gang activities,

this Council urges the Government to take immediate and appropriate measures,this Council urges the Government to take immediate and appropriate measures,this Council urges the Government to take immediate and appropriate measures,this Council urges the Government to take immediate and appropriate measures,

including those to improve the efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force,including those to improve the efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force,including those to improve the efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force,including those to improve the efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force,

so as to protect the lives and property of the people, maintain law and order andso as to protect the lives and property of the people, maintain law and order andso as to protect the lives and property of the people, maintain law and order andso as to protect the lives and property of the people, maintain law and order and

reduce the crime rate in Hong Kong."reduce the crime rate in Hong Kong."reduce the crime rate in Hong Kong."reduce the crime rate in Hong Kong."

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to move the motionMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to move the motionMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to move the motionMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I would like to move the motion

standing in my name on the Order Paper.  The motion is "In view of the community'sstanding in my name on the Order Paper.  The motion is "In view of the community'sstanding in my name on the Order Paper.  The motion is "In view of the community'sstanding in my name on the Order Paper.  The motion is "In view of the community's

strong concern over violent crimes and gang activities, this Council urges thestrong concern over violent crimes and gang activities, this Council urges thestrong concern over violent crimes and gang activities, this Council urges thestrong concern over violent crimes and gang activities, this Council urges the

Government to take immediate and appropriate measures, including those to improveGovernment to take immediate and appropriate measures, including those to improveGovernment to take immediate and appropriate measures, including those to improveGovernment to take immediate and appropriate measures, including those to improve

the efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force, so as to protect the livesthe efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force, so as to protect the livesthe efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force, so as to protect the livesthe efficiency, equipment and morale of the Police Force, so as to protect the lives

and property of the people, maintain law and order and reduce the crime rate in Hongand property of the people, maintain law and order and reduce the crime rate in Hongand property of the people, maintain law and order and reduce the crime rate in Hongand property of the people, maintain law and order and reduce the crime rate in Hong

Kong."Kong."Kong."Kong."

Mr Deputy President, the law and order situation in Hong Kong has reached a veryMr Deputy President, the law and order situation in Hong Kong has reached a veryMr Deputy President, the law and order situation in Hong Kong has reached a veryMr Deputy President, the law and order situation in Hong Kong has reached a very

critical state.  In the past few years, this Council has asked various questions andcritical state.  In the past few years, this Council has asked various questions andcritical state.  In the past few years, this Council has asked various questions andcritical state.  In the past few years, this Council has asked various questions and

held debates on this issue.  However, violent crimes and gang activities are stillheld debates on this issue.  However, violent crimes and gang activities are stillheld debates on this issue.  However, violent crimes and gang activities are stillheld debates on this issue.  However, violent crimes and gang activities are still

on the increase.  Only a couple of days ago, a goldsmith shop on Ma Tau Wai Road wason the increase.  Only a couple of days ago, a goldsmith shop on Ma Tau Wai Road wason the increase.  Only a couple of days ago, a goldsmith shop on Ma Tau Wai Road wason the increase.  Only a couple of days ago, a goldsmith shop on Ma Tau Wai Road was

held up in which staff of the shop and policemen were shot and injured.  Yesterdayheld up in which staff of the shop and policemen were shot and injured.  Yesterdayheld up in which staff of the shop and policemen were shot and injured.  Yesterdayheld up in which staff of the shop and policemen were shot and injured.  Yesterday

evening, over 40 shots were fired by armed robbers during a double goldsmith shopevening, over 40 shots were fired by armed robbers during a double goldsmith shopevening, over 40 shots were fired by armed robbers during a double goldsmith shopevening, over 40 shots were fired by armed robbers during a double goldsmith shop

robbery in Sham Shui Po.  For car thefts, the number of cases also shoots up monthlyrobbery in Sham Shui Po.  For car thefts, the number of cases also shoots up monthlyrobbery in Sham Shui Po.  For car thefts, the number of cases also shoots up monthlyrobbery in Sham Shui Po.  For car thefts, the number of cases also shoots up monthly

and the cars of three of our colleagues in this Council were stolen but up to now,and the cars of three of our colleagues in this Council were stolen but up to now,and the cars of three of our colleagues in this Council were stolen but up to now,and the cars of three of our colleagues in this Council were stolen but up to now,

only one car has been found.  These ruthless violent crimes, in which the policeonly one car has been found.  These ruthless violent crimes, in which the policeonly one car has been found.  These ruthless violent crimes, in which the policeonly one car has been found.  These ruthless violent crimes, in which the police

officers are regarded as mere nothing and the people's lives are ignored, are aroundofficers are regarded as mere nothing and the people's lives are ignored, are aroundofficers are regarded as mere nothing and the people's lives are ignored, are aroundofficers are regarded as mere nothing and the people's lives are ignored, are around

us every day at an increasing frequency.us every day at an increasing frequency.us every day at an increasing frequency.us every day at an increasing frequency.

To the general public, thTo the general public, thTo the general public, thTo the general public, the rampant violent crimes and gang activities are noe rampant violent crimes and gang activities are noe rampant violent crimes and gang activities are noe rampant violent crimes and gang activities are no



longer abstract statistical figures or "cops and robbers" games but pose an actuallonger abstract statistical figures or "cops and robbers" games but pose an actuallonger abstract statistical figures or "cops and robbers" games but pose an actuallonger abstract statistical figures or "cops and robbers" games but pose an actual

intimidating threat to their existing way of life and personal safety.  As a matterintimidating threat to their existing way of life and personal safety.  As a matterintimidating threat to their existing way of life and personal safety.  As a matterintimidating threat to their existing way of life and personal safety.  As a matter

of fact, the worries and anxieties of the public warrant our concern and attention.of fact, the worries and anxieties of the public warrant our concern and attention.of fact, the worries and anxieties of the public warrant our concern and attention.of fact, the worries and anxieties of the public warrant our concern and attention.

According to the latest statistical figures, reported cases of violent crime in theAccording to the latest statistical figures, reported cases of violent crime in theAccording to the latest statistical figures, reported cases of violent crime in theAccording to the latest statistical figures, reported cases of violent crime in the

last quarter of 1991 amounted to 4 842, representing an increase of 6% compared withlast quarter of 1991 amounted to 4 842, representing an increase of 6% compared withlast quarter of 1991 amounted to 4 842, representing an increase of 6% compared withlast quarter of 1991 amounted to 4 842, representing an increase of 6% compared with

the corresponding period in 1990.  Let us look at the figures for the past four years.the corresponding period in 1990.  Let us look at the figures for the past four years.the corresponding period in 1990.  Let us look at the figures for the past four years.the corresponding period in 1990.  Let us look at the figures for the past four years.

There were 15 724 cases of violent crime in 1988,     17 721 in 1989, 18 820 in 1990There were 15 724 cases of violent crime in 1988,     17 721 in 1989, 18 820 in 1990There were 15 724 cases of violent crime in 1988,     17 721 in 1989, 18 820 in 1990There were 15 724 cases of violent crime in 1988,     17 721 in 1989, 18 820 in 1990

and 19 558 in 1991.  The increase within these four years amounted to 24%.  We haveand 19 558 in 1991.  The increase within these four years amounted to 24%.  We haveand 19 558 in 1991.  The increase within these four years amounted to 24%.  We haveand 19 558 in 1991.  The increase within these four years amounted to 24%.  We have

to face squarely the serious consequences brought about by such an upward trend.to face squarely the serious consequences brought about by such an upward trend.to face squarely the serious consequences brought about by such an upward trend.to face squarely the serious consequences brought about by such an upward trend.

Mr Deputy President, increasing violent crimes have posed a serious threat toMr Deputy President, increasing violent crimes have posed a serious threat toMr Deputy President, increasing violent crimes have posed a serious threat toMr Deputy President, increasing violent crimes have posed a serious threat to

the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.  They have jeopardized our livingthe prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.  They have jeopardized our livingthe prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.  They have jeopardized our livingthe prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.  They have jeopardized our living

environment, political stability and international image to a great extent.environment, political stability and international image to a great extent.environment, political stability and international image to a great extent.environment, political stability and international image to a great extent.

There is a western saying that "the most severe penalty for crimes is fear."  ButThere is a western saying that "the most severe penalty for crimes is fear."  ButThere is a western saying that "the most severe penalty for crimes is fear."  ButThere is a western saying that "the most severe penalty for crimes is fear."  But

the situation in Hong Kong is peculiar.  Those who live in fear are the law-abidingthe situation in Hong Kong is peculiar.  Those who live in fear are the law-abidingthe situation in Hong Kong is peculiar.  Those who live in fear are the law-abidingthe situation in Hong Kong is peculiar.  Those who live in fear are the law-abiding

citizens instead of the law-breaking criminals.  In fact, violent crimes and gangcitizens instead of the law-breaking criminals.  In fact, violent crimes and gangcitizens instead of the law-breaking criminals.  In fact, violent crimes and gangcitizens instead of the law-breaking criminals.  In fact, violent crimes and gang

activities have become the routine of the day penetrating every sector of our society.activities have become the routine of the day penetrating every sector of our society.activities have become the routine of the day penetrating every sector of our society.activities have become the routine of the day penetrating every sector of our society.

More and more Hong Kong people are resigning to their fate, taking such exploitation,More and more Hong Kong people are resigning to their fate, taking such exploitation,More and more Hong Kong people are resigning to their fate, taking such exploitation,More and more Hong Kong people are resigning to their fate, taking such exploitation,

intimidation and oppression as things which they have to experience every day in Hongintimidation and oppression as things which they have to experience every day in Hongintimidation and oppression as things which they have to experience every day in Hongintimidation and oppression as things which they have to experience every day in Hong

Kong.  Since Hong Kong is densely populated, geographically and psychologicallyKong.  Since Hong Kong is densely populated, geographically and psychologicallyKong.  Since Hong Kong is densely populated, geographically and psychologicallyKong.  Since Hong Kong is densely populated, geographically and psychologically

speaking, there is close proximity between people and between places.  In other words,speaking, there is close proximity between people and between places.  In other words,speaking, there is close proximity between people and between places.  In other words,speaking, there is close proximity between people and between places.  In other words,

when crimes happen the panic caused and the potential danger to the public shouldwhen crimes happen the panic caused and the potential danger to the public shouldwhen crimes happen the panic caused and the potential danger to the public shouldwhen crimes happen the panic caused and the potential danger to the public should

not be under-estimated.  A member of the public told me recently, "The scenes which,not be under-estimated.  A member of the public told me recently, "The scenes which,not be under-estimated.  A member of the public told me recently, "The scenes which,not be under-estimated.  A member of the public told me recently, "The scenes which,

I thought, only appear on films can now be seen anywhere at any time."  It is reallyI thought, only appear on films can now be seen anywhere at any time."  It is reallyI thought, only appear on films can now be seen anywhere at any time."  It is reallyI thought, only appear on films can now be seen anywhere at any time."  It is really

unimaginable that the Wild West lawless scene would appear here in Hong Kong today.unimaginable that the Wild West lawless scene would appear here in Hong Kong today.unimaginable that the Wild West lawless scene would appear here in Hong Kong today.unimaginable that the Wild West lawless scene would appear here in Hong Kong today.

Hong Kong is striding into the latter half of the transition period and some peopleHong Kong is striding into the latter half of the transition period and some peopleHong Kong is striding into the latter half of the transition period and some peopleHong Kong is striding into the latter half of the transition period and some people

are thinking of changes.  If our law and order situation continues to deteriorate,are thinking of changes.  If our law and order situation continues to deteriorate,are thinking of changes.  If our law and order situation continues to deteriorate,are thinking of changes.  If our law and order situation continues to deteriorate,

the confidence of the public and investors would be undermined, the Government's powerthe confidence of the public and investors would be undermined, the Government's powerthe confidence of the public and investors would be undermined, the Government's powerthe confidence of the public and investors would be undermined, the Government's power

of administration would be weakened and massive turmoil might also occur in ourof administration would be weakened and massive turmoil might also occur in ourof administration would be weakened and massive turmoil might also occur in ourof administration would be weakened and massive turmoil might also occur in our

society.society.society.society.

On the other hand, the international image of Hong Kong has been tarnished asOn the other hand, the international image of Hong Kong has been tarnished asOn the other hand, the international image of Hong Kong has been tarnished asOn the other hand, the international image of Hong Kong has been tarnished as

a result of its deteriorating law and order situation.  Visiting travellers werea result of its deteriorating law and order situation.  Visiting travellers werea result of its deteriorating law and order situation.  Visiting travellers werea result of its deteriorating law and order situation.  Visiting travellers were

repeatedly victimized by violent crimes in Hong Kong.  Some of them experienced massrepeatedly victimized by violent crimes in Hong Kong.  Some of them experienced massrepeatedly victimized by violent crimes in Hong Kong.  Some of them experienced massrepeatedly victimized by violent crimes in Hong Kong.  Some of them experienced mass

robberies on tourist coaches and were held as hostages by the criminals.  Recently,robberies on tourist coaches and were held as hostages by the criminals.  Recently,robberies on tourist coaches and were held as hostages by the criminals.  Recently,robberies on tourist coaches and were held as hostages by the criminals.  Recently,

an anti-triad parade by the show-business personalties in Hong Kong was widely coveredan anti-triad parade by the show-business personalties in Hong Kong was widely coveredan anti-triad parade by the show-business personalties in Hong Kong was widely coveredan anti-triad parade by the show-business personalties in Hong Kong was widely covered



in the media, including international magazines like Newsweek, Far Eastern Economicin the media, including international magazines like Newsweek, Far Eastern Economicin the media, including international magazines like Newsweek, Far Eastern Economicin the media, including international magazines like Newsweek, Far Eastern Economic

Review and other major news agencies round the world.  Such has rendered Hong KongReview and other major news agencies round the world.  Such has rendered Hong KongReview and other major news agencies round the world.  Such has rendered Hong KongReview and other major news agencies round the world.  Such has rendered Hong Kong

into a dangerous city in the eyes of the foreigners.into a dangerous city in the eyes of the foreigners.into a dangerous city in the eyes of the foreigners.into a dangerous city in the eyes of the foreigners.

All in all, good law and order All in all, good law and order All in all, good law and order All in all, good law and order situation is the basis for stability and prosperitysituation is the basis for stability and prosperitysituation is the basis for stability and prosperitysituation is the basis for stability and prosperity

in Hong Kong.  As such, I would like to spend the rest of my speech on the means toin Hong Kong.  As such, I would like to spend the rest of my speech on the means toin Hong Kong.  As such, I would like to spend the rest of my speech on the means toin Hong Kong.  As such, I would like to spend the rest of my speech on the means to

improve our law and order situation, by focusing on law enforcement, judicial andimprove our law and order situation, by focusing on law enforcement, judicial andimprove our law and order situation, by focusing on law enforcement, judicial andimprove our law and order situation, by focusing on law enforcement, judicial and

legislative aspects, China/Hong Kong co-operation as well as civic education.legislative aspects, China/Hong Kong co-operation as well as civic education.legislative aspects, China/Hong Kong co-operation as well as civic education.legislative aspects, China/Hong Kong co-operation as well as civic education.

Law enforcementLaw enforcementLaw enforcementLaw enforcement

As the law enforcer, the Police Force is the guardian of law and order in HongAs the law enforcer, the Police Force is the guardian of law and order in HongAs the law enforcer, the Police Force is the guardian of law and order in HongAs the law enforcer, the Police Force is the guardian of law and order in Hong

Kong.  However, whether the police could function effectively to prevent, deter andKong.  However, whether the police could function effectively to prevent, deter andKong.  However, whether the police could function effectively to prevent, deter andKong.  However, whether the police could function effectively to prevent, deter and

curb or eradicate crimes would depend on a number of factors.  The major factors are:curb or eradicate crimes would depend on a number of factors.  The major factors are:curb or eradicate crimes would depend on a number of factors.  The major factors are:curb or eradicate crimes would depend on a number of factors.  The major factors are:

(I)(I)(I)(I) Management of the Force and police moraleManagement of the Force and police moraleManagement of the Force and police moraleManagement of the Force and police morale

All along, discussions on police morale have been focused on the pay andAll along, discussions on police morale have been focused on the pay andAll along, discussions on police morale have been focused on the pay andAll along, discussions on police morale have been focused on the pay and

conditions of service of the police.  Nevertheless, human factors includingconditions of service of the police.  Nevertheless, human factors includingconditions of service of the police.  Nevertheless, human factors includingconditions of service of the police.  Nevertheless, human factors including

management of the Police Force are also very important.management of the Police Force are also very important.management of the Police Force are also very important.management of the Police Force are also very important.

It is beyond doubt that the Police Force at present is in critical need of strongIt is beyond doubt that the Police Force at present is in critical need of strongIt is beyond doubt that the Police Force at present is in critical need of strongIt is beyond doubt that the Police Force at present is in critical need of strong

and powerful leadership.  The Commissioner of Police must have experience and abilityand powerful leadership.  The Commissioner of Police must have experience and abilityand powerful leadership.  The Commissioner of Police must have experience and abilityand powerful leadership.  The Commissioner of Police must have experience and ability

in management and administration, as well as considerable expertise in the field.in management and administration, as well as considerable expertise in the field.in management and administration, as well as considerable expertise in the field.in management and administration, as well as considerable expertise in the field.

On top of these, he must be able to communicate effectively with his colleagues andOn top of these, he must be able to communicate effectively with his colleagues andOn top of these, he must be able to communicate effectively with his colleagues andOn top of these, he must be able to communicate effectively with his colleagues and

subordinates, commanding their respect and obedience.  I am not questioning thesubordinates, commanding their respect and obedience.  I am not questioning thesubordinates, commanding their respect and obedience.  I am not questioning thesubordinates, commanding their respect and obedience.  I am not questioning the

leadership of the incumbent Commissioner of Police.  But it is worrying that theleadership of the incumbent Commissioner of Police.  But it is worrying that theleadership of the incumbent Commissioner of Police.  But it is worrying that theleadership of the incumbent Commissioner of Police.  But it is worrying that the

conflicts between the police management and the associations of police officers haveconflicts between the police management and the associations of police officers haveconflicts between the police management and the associations of police officers haveconflicts between the police management and the associations of police officers have

been intensified and surfaced recently.  It is believed that this has certainly dealtbeen intensified and surfaced recently.  It is believed that this has certainly dealtbeen intensified and surfaced recently.  It is believed that this has certainly dealtbeen intensified and surfaced recently.  It is believed that this has certainly dealt

a blow to the police morale and the reputable image of the police.  The conflicts,a blow to the police morale and the reputable image of the police.  The conflicts,a blow to the police morale and the reputable image of the police.  The conflicts,a blow to the police morale and the reputable image of the police.  The conflicts,

widely covered by the press, came as a shock to various strata of our society.  Whatwidely covered by the press, came as a shock to various strata of our society.  Whatwidely covered by the press, came as a shock to various strata of our society.  Whatwidely covered by the press, came as a shock to various strata of our society.  What

makes me worry most is that the unruly elements may think the Police Force have exposedmakes me worry most is that the unruly elements may think the Police Force have exposedmakes me worry most is that the unruly elements may think the Police Force have exposedmakes me worry most is that the unruly elements may think the Police Force have exposed

their weaknesses and would take the opportunity to cause greater damage to the lawtheir weaknesses and would take the opportunity to cause greater damage to the lawtheir weaknesses and would take the opportunity to cause greater damage to the lawtheir weaknesses and would take the opportunity to cause greater damage to the law

and order of Hong Kong.and order of Hong Kong.and order of Hong Kong.and order of Hong Kong.

Therefore, the immediate task for the Government is to thoroughly understand theTherefore, the immediate task for the Government is to thoroughly understand theTherefore, the immediate task for the Government is to thoroughly understand theTherefore, the immediate task for the Government is to thoroughly understand the

facts of the case and explain to the public so as to dispel their doubts.  In thefacts of the case and explain to the public so as to dispel their doubts.  In thefacts of the case and explain to the public so as to dispel their doubts.  In thefacts of the case and explain to the public so as to dispel their doubts.  In the

long term, the Government should conduct an overall review on the management of thelong term, the Government should conduct an overall review on the management of thelong term, the Government should conduct an overall review on the management of thelong term, the Government should conduct an overall review on the management of the



Police Force, strengthen the communications between the police management and thePolice Force, strengthen the communications between the police management and thePolice Force, strengthen the communications between the police management and thePolice Force, strengthen the communications between the police management and the

officers and do the best to settle the differences between them.officers and do the best to settle the differences between them.officers and do the best to settle the differences between them.officers and do the best to settle the differences between them.

(II)(II)(II)(II) Police equipment and manpowerPolice equipment and manpowerPolice equipment and manpowerPolice equipment and manpower

During a debate on lDuring a debate on lDuring a debate on lDuring a debate on law and order in this Council in February last year, I pointedaw and order in this Council in February last year, I pointedaw and order in this Council in February last year, I pointedaw and order in this Council in February last year, I pointed

out clearly that, as the saying goes "what is a workman without his tools", policeout clearly that, as the saying goes "what is a workman without his tools", policeout clearly that, as the saying goes "what is a workman without his tools", policeout clearly that, as the saying goes "what is a workman without his tools", police

equipment had to be improved on all fronts, in particular firearms and marine policeequipment had to be improved on all fronts, in particular firearms and marine policeequipment had to be improved on all fronts, in particular firearms and marine policeequipment had to be improved on all fronts, in particular firearms and marine police

speedboats, if we were to combat crimes effectively.speedboats, if we were to combat crimes effectively.speedboats, if we were to combat crimes effectively.speedboats, if we were to combat crimes effectively.

Nevertheless, some people, probably including the Secretary for Security, stillNevertheless, some people, probably including the Secretary for Security, stillNevertheless, some people, probably including the Secretary for Security, stillNevertheless, some people, probably including the Secretary for Security, still

wonder if this is a prudent approach to the problem.  May I stress that I have nowonder if this is a prudent approach to the problem.  May I stress that I have nowonder if this is a prudent approach to the problem.  May I stress that I have nowonder if this is a prudent approach to the problem.  May I stress that I have no

intention to promote an endless weaponry race between the Police Force and theintention to promote an endless weaponry race between the Police Force and theintention to promote an endless weaponry race between the Police Force and theintention to promote an endless weaponry race between the Police Force and the

criminals, nor to turn the streets or territorial waters in Hong Kong into acriminals, nor to turn the streets or territorial waters in Hong Kong into acriminals, nor to turn the streets or territorial waters in Hong Kong into acriminals, nor to turn the streets or territorial waters in Hong Kong into a

battlefield of dashing bullets.  On the contrary, I am confident if the armoury ofbattlefield of dashing bullets.  On the contrary, I am confident if the armoury ofbattlefield of dashing bullets.  On the contrary, I am confident if the armoury ofbattlefield of dashing bullets.  On the contrary, I am confident if the armoury of

the police is improved so that they are no longer inferior to those of the criminals,the police is improved so that they are no longer inferior to those of the criminals,the police is improved so that they are no longer inferior to those of the criminals,the police is improved so that they are no longer inferior to those of the criminals,

violent crimes and cases of criminals employing firearms would likely decrease.  Itviolent crimes and cases of criminals employing firearms would likely decrease.  Itviolent crimes and cases of criminals employing firearms would likely decrease.  Itviolent crimes and cases of criminals employing firearms would likely decrease.  It

is because except a few desperadoes, most criminals would not dare to commit armedis because except a few desperadoes, most criminals would not dare to commit armedis because except a few desperadoes, most criminals would not dare to commit armedis because except a few desperadoes, most criminals would not dare to commit armed

robberies causally if they know they would surely suffer in fighting with the police.robberies causally if they know they would surely suffer in fighting with the police.robberies causally if they know they would surely suffer in fighting with the police.robberies causally if they know they would surely suffer in fighting with the police.

Unfortunately, the armoury for the police at present does not enable policemen toUnfortunately, the armoury for the police at present does not enable policemen toUnfortunately, the armoury for the police at present does not enable policemen toUnfortunately, the armoury for the police at present does not enable policemen to

hold their own, not to mention their ability to hit back.  An ex-policeman commentedhold their own, not to mention their ability to hit back.  An ex-policeman commentedhold their own, not to mention their ability to hit back.  An ex-policeman commentedhold their own, not to mention their ability to hit back.  An ex-policeman commented

today at Talkabout, a radio programme on Radio Television Hong Kong, that "Thetoday at Talkabout, a radio programme on Radio Television Hong Kong, that "Thetoday at Talkabout, a radio programme on Radio Television Hong Kong, that "Thetoday at Talkabout, a radio programme on Radio Television Hong Kong, that "The

firearms now carried by a policeman cannot even protect the policeman himself, howfirearms now carried by a policeman cannot even protect the policeman himself, howfirearms now carried by a policeman cannot even protect the policeman himself, howfirearms now carried by a policeman cannot even protect the policeman himself, how

can he protect members of the public?" This comment warrants the Government's seriouscan he protect members of the public?" This comment warrants the Government's seriouscan he protect members of the public?" This comment warrants the Government's seriouscan he protect members of the public?" This comment warrants the Government's serious

consideration.  As a matter of fact, advanced and sophisticated weaponry would notconsideration.  As a matter of fact, advanced and sophisticated weaponry would notconsideration.  As a matter of fact, advanced and sophisticated weaponry would notconsideration.  As a matter of fact, advanced and sophisticated weaponry would not

only protect the public and boost the morale and confidence of the police, they wouldonly protect the public and boost the morale and confidence of the police, they wouldonly protect the public and boost the morale and confidence of the police, they wouldonly protect the public and boost the morale and confidence of the police, they would

also serve as a deterrent to the criminals.  In other words, deterrence is morealso serve as a deterrent to the criminals.  In other words, deterrence is morealso serve as a deterrent to the criminals.  In other words, deterrence is morealso serve as a deterrent to the criminals.  In other words, deterrence is more

important than weaponry.  Under certain circumstances, it is likely that the moreimportant than weaponry.  Under certain circumstances, it is likely that the moreimportant than weaponry.  Under certain circumstances, it is likely that the moreimportant than weaponry.  Under certain circumstances, it is likely that the more

sophisticated the equipment is, the less occasions would such equipment be put intosophisticated the equipment is, the less occasions would such equipment be put intosophisticated the equipment is, the less occasions would such equipment be put intosophisticated the equipment is, the less occasions would such equipment be put into

use.  This logic is the same as that of the Cold War when the United States and theuse.  This logic is the same as that of the Cold War when the United States and theuse.  This logic is the same as that of the Cold War when the United States and theuse.  This logic is the same as that of the Cold War when the United States and the

then USSR relied on "nuclear deterrence" to prevent an outbreak of war.  In addition,then USSR relied on "nuclear deterrence" to prevent an outbreak of war.  In addition,then USSR relied on "nuclear deterrence" to prevent an outbreak of war.  In addition,then USSR relied on "nuclear deterrence" to prevent an outbreak of war.  In addition,

the Gulf war last year ended quickly and casualties among the Allied Forces were keptthe Gulf war last year ended quickly and casualties among the Allied Forces were keptthe Gulf war last year ended quickly and casualties among the Allied Forces were keptthe Gulf war last year ended quickly and casualties among the Allied Forces were kept

to the minimum due to the advanced and sophisticated equipment.  Although theto the minimum due to the advanced and sophisticated equipment.  Although theto the minimum due to the advanced and sophisticated equipment.  Although theto the minimum due to the advanced and sophisticated equipment.  Although the

management of the police said recently that police bullet-proof vests would bemanagement of the police said recently that police bullet-proof vests would bemanagement of the police said recently that police bullet-proof vests would bemanagement of the police said recently that police bullet-proof vests would be

improved and six extra bullets would be carried by policemen, I still think suchimproved and six extra bullets would be carried by policemen, I still think suchimproved and six extra bullets would be carried by policemen, I still think suchimproved and six extra bullets would be carried by policemen, I still think such

improvements are inadequate.  Our Police Force needs hi-tech and advanced equipmentimprovements are inadequate.  Our Police Force needs hi-tech and advanced equipmentimprovements are inadequate.  Our Police Force needs hi-tech and advanced equipmentimprovements are inadequate.  Our Police Force needs hi-tech and advanced equipment

to protect the lives and property of the public.  Last year, the Government recordedto protect the lives and property of the public.  Last year, the Government recordedto protect the lives and property of the public.  Last year, the Government recordedto protect the lives and property of the public.  Last year, the Government recorded

an overall Budget surplus of over $10 billion, and it is justified to spend part ofan overall Budget surplus of over $10 billion, and it is justified to spend part ofan overall Budget surplus of over $10 billion, and it is justified to spend part ofan overall Budget surplus of over $10 billion, and it is justified to spend part of



the surplus to upgrade the police equipment.the surplus to upgrade the police equipment.the surplus to upgrade the police equipment.the surplus to upgrade the police equipment.

Moreover, there should be a review on the restrictions upon policemen in firingMoreover, there should be a review on the restrictions upon policemen in firingMoreover, there should be a review on the restrictions upon policemen in firingMoreover, there should be a review on the restrictions upon policemen in firing

shots.  What warrants our consideration is whether such restrictions are appropriateshots.  What warrants our consideration is whether such restrictions are appropriateshots.  What warrants our consideration is whether such restrictions are appropriateshots.  What warrants our consideration is whether such restrictions are appropriate

for the present situation or whether they are too stringent; otherwise, the mostfor the present situation or whether they are too stringent; otherwise, the mostfor the present situation or whether they are too stringent; otherwise, the mostfor the present situation or whether they are too stringent; otherwise, the most

sophisticated police equipment would still serve no purpose.sophisticated police equipment would still serve no purpose.sophisticated police equipment would still serve no purpose.sophisticated police equipment would still serve no purpose.

On the recruitment of policemen, I agree that their starting salaries need toOn the recruitment of policemen, I agree that their starting salaries need toOn the recruitment of policemen, I agree that their starting salaries need toOn the recruitment of policemen, I agree that their starting salaries need to

be increased so as to attract more people to join the Police Force.  I also agreebe increased so as to attract more people to join the Police Force.  I also agreebe increased so as to attract more people to join the Police Force.  I also agreebe increased so as to attract more people to join the Police Force.  I also agree

that policemen performing dangerous duties (including those on the beat) should bethat policemen performing dangerous duties (including those on the beat) should bethat policemen performing dangerous duties (including those on the beat) should bethat policemen performing dangerous duties (including those on the beat) should be

awarded special allowances.  This would be more justified and cost-effective thanawarded special allowances.  This would be more justified and cost-effective thanawarded special allowances.  This would be more justified and cost-effective thanawarded special allowances.  This would be more justified and cost-effective than

an overall salary increase for the whole Force.an overall salary increase for the whole Force.an overall salary increase for the whole Force.an overall salary increase for the whole Force.

In addition, the management could re-deploy its manpower more effectively by,In addition, the management could re-deploy its manpower more effectively by,In addition, the management could re-deploy its manpower more effectively by,In addition, the management could re-deploy its manpower more effectively by,

for example, deploying civilian staff to undertake non-operative duties such asfor example, deploying civilian staff to undertake non-operative duties such asfor example, deploying civilian staff to undertake non-operative duties such asfor example, deploying civilian staff to undertake non-operative duties such as

taking finger prints, recording statements for reported cases and fosteringtaking finger prints, recording statements for reported cases and fosteringtaking finger prints, recording statements for reported cases and fosteringtaking finger prints, recording statements for reported cases and fostering

relationship between the public and the Force, thereby releasing the policemen whorelationship between the public and the Force, thereby releasing the policemen whorelationship between the public and the Force, thereby releasing the policemen whorelationship between the public and the Force, thereby releasing the policemen who

are engaged in civilian work for patrol duties.  This is similar to deploying trafficare engaged in civilian work for patrol duties.  This is similar to deploying trafficare engaged in civilian work for patrol duties.  This is similar to deploying trafficare engaged in civilian work for patrol duties.  This is similar to deploying traffic

wardens to issue penalty tickets to drivers.  As the Police Force is facing seriouswardens to issue penalty tickets to drivers.  As the Police Force is facing seriouswardens to issue penalty tickets to drivers.  As the Police Force is facing seriouswardens to issue penalty tickets to drivers.  As the Police Force is facing serious

shortage of manpower, policemen should be asked to concentrate on their work ofshortage of manpower, policemen should be asked to concentrate on their work ofshortage of manpower, policemen should be asked to concentrate on their work ofshortage of manpower, policemen should be asked to concentrate on their work of

maintaining law and order.maintaining law and order.maintaining law and order.maintaining law and order.

I hope the Government would spare the Force from the tightening budgetary strategyI hope the Government would spare the Force from the tightening budgetary strategyI hope the Government would spare the Force from the tightening budgetary strategyI hope the Government would spare the Force from the tightening budgetary strategy

intended for all government departments.  Moreover, I do not hope that the proposedintended for all government departments.  Moreover, I do not hope that the proposedintended for all government departments.  Moreover, I do not hope that the proposedintended for all government departments.  Moreover, I do not hope that the proposed

deletion of 770 permanent posts of the Police Force (from its existing establishmentdeletion of 770 permanent posts of the Police Force (from its existing establishmentdeletion of 770 permanent posts of the Police Force (from its existing establishmentdeletion of 770 permanent posts of the Police Force (from its existing establishment

of 33 881), as suggested in this year's Budget, will become true.  Otherwise,of 33 881), as suggested in this year's Budget, will become true.  Otherwise,of 33 881), as suggested in this year's Budget, will become true.  Otherwise,of 33 881), as suggested in this year's Budget, will become true.  Otherwise,

gangsters would treat that as good news and commit more crimes, bringing more seriousgangsters would treat that as good news and commit more crimes, bringing more seriousgangsters would treat that as good news and commit more crimes, bringing more seriousgangsters would treat that as good news and commit more crimes, bringing more serious

and disastrous damage to Hong Kong.and disastrous damage to Hong Kong.and disastrous damage to Hong Kong.and disastrous damage to Hong Kong.

I think the Government should conduct a detailed review on whether the staffI think the Government should conduct a detailed review on whether the staffI think the Government should conduct a detailed review on whether the staffI think the Government should conduct a detailed review on whether the staff

establishment for each police district is adequate; and fill all vacancies in theestablishment for each police district is adequate; and fill all vacancies in theestablishment for each police district is adequate; and fill all vacancies in theestablishment for each police district is adequate; and fill all vacancies in the

Force as soon as possible.  In fact, police manpower must be adequate and the overallForce as soon as possible.  In fact, police manpower must be adequate and the overallForce as soon as possible.  In fact, police manpower must be adequate and the overallForce as soon as possible.  In fact, police manpower must be adequate and the overall

funds allocated to the Force must be increased.  There must be enough police officersfunds allocated to the Force must be increased.  There must be enough police officersfunds allocated to the Force must be increased.  There must be enough police officersfunds allocated to the Force must be increased.  There must be enough police officers

to carry out operations against triad, smuggling and violent activities, and to stepto carry out operations against triad, smuggling and violent activities, and to stepto carry out operations against triad, smuggling and violent activities, and to stepto carry out operations against triad, smuggling and violent activities, and to step

up patrol duties.  Besides, hi-tech and effective equipment should be acquired forup patrol duties.  Besides, hi-tech and effective equipment should be acquired forup patrol duties.  Besides, hi-tech and effective equipment should be acquired forup patrol duties.  Besides, hi-tech and effective equipment should be acquired for

the police in order to boost their confidence in discharging their duties.the police in order to boost their confidence in discharging their duties.the police in order to boost their confidence in discharging their duties.the police in order to boost their confidence in discharging their duties.

(III)(III)(III)(III) Police powerPolice powerPolice powerPolice power



Human rights have been more and more recognized in Hong Kong recently.  This isHuman rights have been more and more recognized in Hong Kong recently.  This isHuman rights have been more and more recognized in Hong Kong recently.  This isHuman rights have been more and more recognized in Hong Kong recently.  This is

an encouraging phenomenon for a civilized society ruled by law.  However, inan encouraging phenomenon for a civilized society ruled by law.  However, inan encouraging phenomenon for a civilized society ruled by law.  However, inan encouraging phenomenon for a civilized society ruled by law.  However, in

maintaining human rights we should not hastily weaken the police power.  Actually,maintaining human rights we should not hastily weaken the police power.  Actually,maintaining human rights we should not hastily weaken the police power.  Actually,maintaining human rights we should not hastily weaken the police power.  Actually,

the effective and proper use of police power could help to safeguard our fundamentalthe effective and proper use of police power could help to safeguard our fundamentalthe effective and proper use of police power could help to safeguard our fundamentalthe effective and proper use of police power could help to safeguard our fundamental

right, that is, the right to live and work in peace and contentment.  Of course, byright, that is, the right to live and work in peace and contentment.  Of course, byright, that is, the right to live and work in peace and contentment.  Of course, byright, that is, the right to live and work in peace and contentment.  Of course, by

the proper use of police power I mean the police power is not to be abused.the proper use of police power I mean the police power is not to be abused.the proper use of police power I mean the police power is not to be abused.the proper use of police power I mean the police power is not to be abused.

In this context, the police power to stop and search and to deal with loiteringIn this context, the police power to stop and search and to deal with loiteringIn this context, the police power to stop and search and to deal with loiteringIn this context, the police power to stop and search and to deal with loitering

is a quite effective means to prevent crimes.  It would not be in the public interestis a quite effective means to prevent crimes.  It would not be in the public interestis a quite effective means to prevent crimes.  It would not be in the public interestis a quite effective means to prevent crimes.  It would not be in the public interest

to strip the police of such powers.  In fact, such powers are not unique to the Forceto strip the police of such powers.  In fact, such powers are not unique to the Forceto strip the police of such powers.  In fact, such powers are not unique to the Forceto strip the police of such powers.  In fact, such powers are not unique to the Force

in Hong Kong.  Policemen in many major cities round the world also possess such powersin Hong Kong.  Policemen in many major cities round the world also possess such powersin Hong Kong.  Policemen in many major cities round the world also possess such powersin Hong Kong.  Policemen in many major cities round the world also possess such powers

for crime prevention.  Moreover, during their training, policemen have fullyfor crime prevention.  Moreover, during their training, policemen have fullyfor crime prevention.  Moreover, during their training, policemen have fullyfor crime prevention.  Moreover, during their training, policemen have fully

comprehended the ways to use such powers prudently and properly.  On the contrary,comprehended the ways to use such powers prudently and properly.  On the contrary,comprehended the ways to use such powers prudently and properly.  On the contrary,comprehended the ways to use such powers prudently and properly.  On the contrary,

if there are enough justifications to suspect that someone has the intention to commitif there are enough justifications to suspect that someone has the intention to commitif there are enough justifications to suspect that someone has the intention to commitif there are enough justifications to suspect that someone has the intention to commit

crime but the police are not given the power to stop and search, the case would becrime but the police are not given the power to stop and search, the case would becrime but the police are not given the power to stop and search, the case would becrime but the police are not given the power to stop and search, the case would be

like "letting the tiger return to the mountain" and would surely bring badlike "letting the tiger return to the mountain" and would surely bring badlike "letting the tiger return to the mountain" and would surely bring badlike "letting the tiger return to the mountain" and would surely bring bad

consequences.consequences.consequences.consequences.

In fact, cases of abuse of police power are much infrequent than most peopleIn fact, cases of abuse of police power are much infrequent than most peopleIn fact, cases of abuse of police power are much infrequent than most peopleIn fact, cases of abuse of police power are much infrequent than most people

imagine.  According to statistics from the Complaint Against Police Office, of theimagine.  According to statistics from the Complaint Against Police Office, of theimagine.  According to statistics from the Complaint Against Police Office, of theimagine.  According to statistics from the Complaint Against Police Office, of the

4 580 cases received by the Office in 1991, only 105 were found substantiated and4 580 cases received by the Office in 1991, only 105 were found substantiated and4 580 cases received by the Office in 1991, only 105 were found substantiated and4 580 cases received by the Office in 1991, only 105 were found substantiated and

nearly 3 000 were subsequently withdrawn by the complainants.  This reflects thatnearly 3 000 were subsequently withdrawn by the complainants.  This reflects thatnearly 3 000 were subsequently withdrawn by the complainants.  This reflects thatnearly 3 000 were subsequently withdrawn by the complainants.  This reflects that

police officers have exercised self-discipline and maintained their code of practicepolice officers have exercised self-discipline and maintained their code of practicepolice officers have exercised self-discipline and maintained their code of practicepolice officers have exercised self-discipline and maintained their code of practice

in execution of their duties.  On the other hand, it is unfair to the police thatin execution of their duties.  On the other hand, it is unfair to the police thatin execution of their duties.  On the other hand, it is unfair to the police thatin execution of their duties.  On the other hand, it is unfair to the police that

those who lodge false accusations against them are seldom prosecuted.those who lodge false accusations against them are seldom prosecuted.those who lodge false accusations against them are seldom prosecuted.those who lodge false accusations against them are seldom prosecuted.

Judicial and legislative aspectsJudicial and legislative aspectsJudicial and legislative aspectsJudicial and legislative aspects

In my opinion, punishment meted out by the court on serious crime offenders isIn my opinion, punishment meted out by the court on serious crime offenders isIn my opinion, punishment meted out by the court on serious crime offenders isIn my opinion, punishment meted out by the court on serious crime offenders is

often too lenient.  While the maximum penalties stipulated in some Ordinances areoften too lenient.  While the maximum penalties stipulated in some Ordinances areoften too lenient.  While the maximum penalties stipulated in some Ordinances areoften too lenient.  While the maximum penalties stipulated in some Ordinances are

quite severe, judges, however, prefer to mete out relatively light sentences insteadquite severe, judges, however, prefer to mete out relatively light sentences insteadquite severe, judges, however, prefer to mete out relatively light sentences insteadquite severe, judges, however, prefer to mete out relatively light sentences instead

of long imprisonment terms.  Such cases then become precedences for reference byof long imprisonment terms.  Such cases then become precedences for reference byof long imprisonment terms.  Such cases then become precedences for reference byof long imprisonment terms.  Such cases then become precedences for reference by

other judges, setting off a "vicious cycle" in which serious crime offenders areother judges, setting off a "vicious cycle" in which serious crime offenders areother judges, setting off a "vicious cycle" in which serious crime offenders areother judges, setting off a "vicious cycle" in which serious crime offenders are

leniently punished.  This has been a serious blow to the morale of the police officersleniently punished.  This has been a serious blow to the morale of the police officersleniently punished.  This has been a serious blow to the morale of the police officersleniently punished.  This has been a serious blow to the morale of the police officers

because they have made much effort to arrest the criminals, but the criminals werebecause they have made much effort to arrest the criminals, but the criminals werebecause they have made much effort to arrest the criminals, but the criminals werebecause they have made much effort to arrest the criminals, but the criminals were

not duly punished.  All long, I think that armed robbers should be severely punished.not duly punished.  All long, I think that armed robbers should be severely punished.not duly punished.  All long, I think that armed robbers should be severely punished.not duly punished.  All long, I think that armed robbers should be severely punished.

Armed robbers who have inflicted injuries on others should be sentenced to lifeArmed robbers who have inflicted injuries on others should be sentenced to lifeArmed robbers who have inflicted injuries on others should be sentenced to lifeArmed robbers who have inflicted injuries on others should be sentenced to life



imprisonment and those who killed should be sentenced to death.  Only by such doingimprisonment and those who killed should be sentenced to death.  Only by such doingimprisonment and those who killed should be sentenced to death.  Only by such doingimprisonment and those who killed should be sentenced to death.  Only by such doing

could the criminals be deterred and public confidence be restored.could the criminals be deterred and public confidence be restored.could the criminals be deterred and public confidence be restored.could the criminals be deterred and public confidence be restored.

Although judicial independence is one of our most treasured assets, the judges,Although judicial independence is one of our most treasured assets, the judges,Although judicial independence is one of our most treasured assets, the judges,Although judicial independence is one of our most treasured assets, the judges,

in meting out sentences, should not disregard the needs of our society, our viewsin meting out sentences, should not disregard the needs of our society, our viewsin meting out sentences, should not disregard the needs of our society, our viewsin meting out sentences, should not disregard the needs of our society, our views

on crimes and the wish of the public.  If ruthless criminals who killed are noton crimes and the wish of the public.  If ruthless criminals who killed are noton crimes and the wish of the public.  If ruthless criminals who killed are noton crimes and the wish of the public.  If ruthless criminals who killed are not

sentenced to death, and over-lenient penalties are meted out repeatedly, Hong Kongsentenced to death, and over-lenient penalties are meted out repeatedly, Hong Kongsentenced to death, and over-lenient penalties are meted out repeatedly, Hong Kongsentenced to death, and over-lenient penalties are meted out repeatedly, Hong Kong

would soon turn into the crime haven in Asia.would soon turn into the crime haven in Asia.would soon turn into the crime haven in Asia.would soon turn into the crime haven in Asia.

Besides, statistics show that it takes three to six months for a case to be heardBesides, statistics show that it takes three to six months for a case to be heardBesides, statistics show that it takes three to six months for a case to be heardBesides, statistics show that it takes three to six months for a case to be heard

in a magistracy, six to nine months in a district court and nine to 12 months in thein a magistracy, six to nine months in a district court and nine to 12 months in thein a magistracy, six to nine months in a district court and nine to 12 months in thein a magistracy, six to nine months in a district court and nine to 12 months in the

High Court.  Statistics also show that of the two armed robbery cases causing injuriesHigh Court.  Statistics also show that of the two armed robbery cases causing injuriesHigh Court.  Statistics also show that of the two armed robbery cases causing injuriesHigh Court.  Statistics also show that of the two armed robbery cases causing injuries

to policemen last year, two suspects were arrested.  One of the suspects died beforeto policemen last year, two suspects were arrested.  One of the suspects died beforeto policemen last year, two suspects were arrested.  One of the suspects died beforeto policemen last year, two suspects were arrested.  One of the suspects died before

his case was due for hearing and the other is still waiting for a trial in the Highhis case was due for hearing and the other is still waiting for a trial in the Highhis case was due for hearing and the other is still waiting for a trial in the Highhis case was due for hearing and the other is still waiting for a trial in the High

Court.Court.Court.Court.

Due to the time lag for hearing, sometimes suspects are released on bail thusDue to the time lag for hearing, sometimes suspects are released on bail thusDue to the time lag for hearing, sometimes suspects are released on bail thusDue to the time lag for hearing, sometimes suspects are released on bail thus

giving them an opportunity to jump bail and abscond, intimidate the witnesses orgiving them an opportunity to jump bail and abscond, intimidate the witnesses orgiving them an opportunity to jump bail and abscond, intimidate the witnesses orgiving them an opportunity to jump bail and abscond, intimidate the witnesses or

commit crimes again.  Moreover, with the passage of time, prosecution work becomescommit crimes again.  Moreover, with the passage of time, prosecution work becomescommit crimes again.  Moreover, with the passage of time, prosecution work becomescommit crimes again.  Moreover, with the passage of time, prosecution work becomes

more difficult and witnesses concerned may have left Hong Kong or forgotten themore difficult and witnesses concerned may have left Hong Kong or forgotten themore difficult and witnesses concerned may have left Hong Kong or forgotten themore difficult and witnesses concerned may have left Hong Kong or forgotten the

details of the incidents.details of the incidents.details of the incidents.details of the incidents.

I therefore urge the Government to conduct thorough investigations to find outI therefore urge the Government to conduct thorough investigations to find outI therefore urge the Government to conduct thorough investigations to find outI therefore urge the Government to conduct thorough investigations to find out

whether the situation is due to a shortage of judges or other factors, and to takewhether the situation is due to a shortage of judges or other factors, and to takewhether the situation is due to a shortage of judges or other factors, and to takewhether the situation is due to a shortage of judges or other factors, and to take

remedial measures as soon as possible.remedial measures as soon as possible.remedial measures as soon as possible.remedial measures as soon as possible.

On legislation, we have to formulate a set of comprehensive Ordinances cateringOn legislation, we have to formulate a set of comprehensive Ordinances cateringOn legislation, we have to formulate a set of comprehensive Ordinances cateringOn legislation, we have to formulate a set of comprehensive Ordinances catering

to the needs of Hong Kong and effective in preventing and combatting crime.  Theseto the needs of Hong Kong and effective in preventing and combatting crime.  Theseto the needs of Hong Kong and effective in preventing and combatting crime.  Theseto the needs of Hong Kong and effective in preventing and combatting crime.  These

Ordinances should not only deal with the criminals and their ringleaders but alsoOrdinances should not only deal with the criminals and their ringleaders but alsoOrdinances should not only deal with the criminals and their ringleaders but alsoOrdinances should not only deal with the criminals and their ringleaders but also

serve to protect the witnesses.  The Organized Crime Bill introduced in August lastserve to protect the witnesses.  The Organized Crime Bill introduced in August lastserve to protect the witnesses.  The Organized Crime Bill introduced in August lastserve to protect the witnesses.  The Organized Crime Bill introduced in August last

year marks a forward step towards the right direction, though there is still roomyear marks a forward step towards the right direction, though there is still roomyear marks a forward step towards the right direction, though there is still roomyear marks a forward step towards the right direction, though there is still room

for improvement in its contents.  I sincerely hope that the Bill would be passed byfor improvement in its contents.  I sincerely hope that the Bill would be passed byfor improvement in its contents.  I sincerely hope that the Bill would be passed byfor improvement in its contents.  I sincerely hope that the Bill would be passed by

this Council as early as possible.  The most important thing is, though, whilethis Council as early as possible.  The most important thing is, though, whilethis Council as early as possible.  The most important thing is, though, whilethis Council as early as possible.  The most important thing is, though, while

necessary amendments should be incorporated to avoid contravention of the Bill ofnecessary amendments should be incorporated to avoid contravention of the Bill ofnecessary amendments should be incorporated to avoid contravention of the Bill ofnecessary amendments should be incorporated to avoid contravention of the Bill of

Rights Ordinance, the former should be kept effective and counteracting againstRights Ordinance, the former should be kept effective and counteracting againstRights Ordinance, the former should be kept effective and counteracting againstRights Ordinance, the former should be kept effective and counteracting against

crimes.  Otherwise, the Bill would become a "toothless tiger" serving no realcrimes.  Otherwise, the Bill would become a "toothless tiger" serving no realcrimes.  Otherwise, the Bill would become a "toothless tiger" serving no realcrimes.  Otherwise, the Bill would become a "toothless tiger" serving no real

purposes.  As regards the protection of witnesses, I think if the law would stipulatepurposes.  As regards the protection of witnesses, I think if the law would stipulatepurposes.  As regards the protection of witnesses, I think if the law would stipulatepurposes.  As regards the protection of witnesses, I think if the law would stipulate

that those who attempt to harass or attack the witnesses would be further punished,that those who attempt to harass or attack the witnesses would be further punished,that those who attempt to harass or attack the witnesses would be further punished,that those who attempt to harass or attack the witnesses would be further punished,



then more members of the public would stand up to bear witness against the criminals.then more members of the public would stand up to bear witness against the criminals.then more members of the public would stand up to bear witness against the criminals.then more members of the public would stand up to bear witness against the criminals.

China/Hong Kong co-operationChina/Hong Kong co-operationChina/Hong Kong co-operationChina/Hong Kong co-operation

Every one knows that co-operation from the Chinese authoriEvery one knows that co-operation from the Chinese authoriEvery one knows that co-operation from the Chinese authoriEvery one knows that co-operation from the Chinese authorities plays a crucialties plays a crucialties plays a crucialties plays a crucial

part in dealing with the smuggling of firearms and other smuggling activities betweenpart in dealing with the smuggling of firearms and other smuggling activities betweenpart in dealing with the smuggling of firearms and other smuggling activities betweenpart in dealing with the smuggling of firearms and other smuggling activities between

China and Hong Kong.  In his recent visit to Guangdong, Lord WILSON, the Governor,China and Hong Kong.  In his recent visit to Guangdong, Lord WILSON, the Governor,China and Hong Kong.  In his recent visit to Guangdong, Lord WILSON, the Governor,China and Hong Kong.  In his recent visit to Guangdong, Lord WILSON, the Governor,

has had in-depth discussion with the Governor of Guangdong and the Mayor of Shenzhen.has had in-depth discussion with the Governor of Guangdong and the Mayor of Shenzhen.has had in-depth discussion with the Governor of Guangdong and the Mayor of Shenzhen.has had in-depth discussion with the Governor of Guangdong and the Mayor of Shenzhen.

This shows that both China and Hong Kong attach much importance to the matter.This shows that both China and Hong Kong attach much importance to the matter.This shows that both China and Hong Kong attach much importance to the matter.This shows that both China and Hong Kong attach much importance to the matter.

As the Governor said, the resolution of the smuggling problem requires long-As the Governor said, the resolution of the smuggling problem requires long-As the Governor said, the resolution of the smuggling problem requires long-As the Governor said, the resolution of the smuggling problem requires long-

term efforts and co-operation of both China and Hong Kong.  However, I also firmlyterm efforts and co-operation of both China and Hong Kong.  However, I also firmlyterm efforts and co-operation of both China and Hong Kong.  However, I also firmlyterm efforts and co-operation of both China and Hong Kong.  However, I also firmly

believe that in order to make a breakthrough within a short period of time, the matterbelieve that in order to make a breakthrough within a short period of time, the matterbelieve that in order to make a breakthrough within a short period of time, the matterbelieve that in order to make a breakthrough within a short period of time, the matter

must be upgraded to a higher political level.  Smuggling and crimes should be includedmust be upgraded to a higher political level.  Smuggling and crimes should be includedmust be upgraded to a higher political level.  Smuggling and crimes should be includedmust be upgraded to a higher political level.  Smuggling and crimes should be included

in the discussions by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group and even at the regularin the discussions by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group and even at the regularin the discussions by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group and even at the regularin the discussions by the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group and even at the regular

meetings between the foreign ministers of China and United Kingdom.  This is not ameetings between the foreign ministers of China and United Kingdom.  This is not ameetings between the foreign ministers of China and United Kingdom.  This is not ameetings between the foreign ministers of China and United Kingdom.  This is not a

fuss at all but reflects the seriousness of these problems according to the actualfuss at all but reflects the seriousness of these problems according to the actualfuss at all but reflects the seriousness of these problems according to the actualfuss at all but reflects the seriousness of these problems according to the actual

situation.  Moreover, the matter involves Sino-British co-operation, which is beyondsituation.  Moreover, the matter involves Sino-British co-operation, which is beyondsituation.  Moreover, the matter involves Sino-British co-operation, which is beyondsituation.  Moreover, the matter involves Sino-British co-operation, which is beyond

Hong Kong's jurisdiction, therefore, to let China and the United Kingdom resolve theHong Kong's jurisdiction, therefore, to let China and the United Kingdom resolve theHong Kong's jurisdiction, therefore, to let China and the United Kingdom resolve theHong Kong's jurisdiction, therefore, to let China and the United Kingdom resolve the

problem through higher political level will not undermine the authority andproblem through higher political level will not undermine the authority andproblem through higher political level will not undermine the authority andproblem through higher political level will not undermine the authority and

administrative power of Hong Kong Government.administrative power of Hong Kong Government.administrative power of Hong Kong Government.administrative power of Hong Kong Government.

So far, China has attached much importance to So far, China has attached much importance to So far, China has attached much importance to So far, China has attached much importance to the stability and prosperity ofthe stability and prosperity ofthe stability and prosperity ofthe stability and prosperity of

Hong Kong and has been prepared to make efforts in this respect.  Law and order isHong Kong and has been prepared to make efforts in this respect.  Law and order isHong Kong and has been prepared to make efforts in this respect.  Law and order isHong Kong and has been prepared to make efforts in this respect.  Law and order is

obviously related to stability and prosperity.  China's failure to provide greaterobviously related to stability and prosperity.  China's failure to provide greaterobviously related to stability and prosperity.  China's failure to provide greaterobviously related to stability and prosperity.  China's failure to provide greater

assistance reflects that the issue is not only "very complicated", but also has wideassistance reflects that the issue is not only "very complicated", but also has wideassistance reflects that the issue is not only "very complicated", but also has wideassistance reflects that the issue is not only "very complicated", but also has wide

implications.  I hope China will face up to the situation and jointly resolve theimplications.  I hope China will face up to the situation and jointly resolve theimplications.  I hope China will face up to the situation and jointly resolve theimplications.  I hope China will face up to the situation and jointly resolve the

problems of smuggling, stolen cars and firearms.problems of smuggling, stolen cars and firearms.problems of smuggling, stolen cars and firearms.problems of smuggling, stolen cars and firearms.

Civic education -- every one is responsible for combatting crimesCivic education -- every one is responsible for combatting crimesCivic education -- every one is responsible for combatting crimesCivic education -- every one is responsible for combatting crimes

In the end, the collective inIn the end, the collective inIn the end, the collective inIn the end, the collective intention of the local people has a bearing on thetention of the local people has a bearing on thetention of the local people has a bearing on thetention of the local people has a bearing on the

law and order situation in Hong Kong.  In order to reduce the crime rate, the policelaw and order situation in Hong Kong.  In order to reduce the crime rate, the policelaw and order situation in Hong Kong.  In order to reduce the crime rate, the policelaw and order situation in Hong Kong.  In order to reduce the crime rate, the police

should of course do their best to arrest the criminals.  But on the other hand, theshould of course do their best to arrest the criminals.  But on the other hand, theshould of course do their best to arrest the criminals.  But on the other hand, theshould of course do their best to arrest the criminals.  But on the other hand, the

procedure for reporting crimes should also be simplified to provide greaterprocedure for reporting crimes should also be simplified to provide greaterprocedure for reporting crimes should also be simplified to provide greaterprocedure for reporting crimes should also be simplified to provide greater

protection for the witnesses so as to encourage public co-operation with the police.protection for the witnesses so as to encourage public co-operation with the police.protection for the witnesses so as to encourage public co-operation with the police.protection for the witnesses so as to encourage public co-operation with the police.

In fact, while assisting the police in cracking criminal cases, members of the publicIn fact, while assisting the police in cracking criminal cases, members of the publicIn fact, while assisting the police in cracking criminal cases, members of the publicIn fact, while assisting the police in cracking criminal cases, members of the public

are protecting their lives and property and, after all, it will be wise to do so.are protecting their lives and property and, after all, it will be wise to do so.are protecting their lives and property and, after all, it will be wise to do so.are protecting their lives and property and, after all, it will be wise to do so.



Coming out to be witness would be more risky than being submissive and there mightComing out to be witness would be more risky than being submissive and there mightComing out to be witness would be more risky than being submissive and there mightComing out to be witness would be more risky than being submissive and there might

be a bit of trouble.  But we have to bear in mind that everyone might become a victimbe a bit of trouble.  But we have to bear in mind that everyone might become a victimbe a bit of trouble.  But we have to bear in mind that everyone might become a victimbe a bit of trouble.  But we have to bear in mind that everyone might become a victim

of this battle against crime and if we fail to discharge our civic responsibilities,of this battle against crime and if we fail to discharge our civic responsibilities,of this battle against crime and if we fail to discharge our civic responsibilities,of this battle against crime and if we fail to discharge our civic responsibilities,

it will not be easy to win this battle by solely relying on the Government.it will not be easy to win this battle by solely relying on the Government.it will not be easy to win this battle by solely relying on the Government.it will not be easy to win this battle by solely relying on the Government.

Members of the public are concerned about the law and order situation.  In fact,Members of the public are concerned about the law and order situation.  In fact,Members of the public are concerned about the law and order situation.  In fact,Members of the public are concerned about the law and order situation.  In fact,

this provides a very good chance for the Government to impart civic education.  Onthis provides a very good chance for the Government to impart civic education.  Onthis provides a very good chance for the Government to impart civic education.  Onthis provides a very good chance for the Government to impart civic education.  On

one hand, the Government should promote public awareness of a citizen'sone hand, the Government should promote public awareness of a citizen'sone hand, the Government should promote public awareness of a citizen'sone hand, the Government should promote public awareness of a citizen's

responsibilities and make members of the public realize that while assisting theresponsibilities and make members of the public realize that while assisting theresponsibilities and make members of the public realize that while assisting theresponsibilities and make members of the public realize that while assisting the

police to combat crime, they are the ones who are benefited most.  On the other hand,police to combat crime, they are the ones who are benefited most.  On the other hand,police to combat crime, they are the ones who are benefited most.  On the other hand,police to combat crime, they are the ones who are benefited most.  On the other hand,

through publicity and education, the police should make the triad crime groups showthrough publicity and education, the police should make the triad crime groups showthrough publicity and education, the police should make the triad crime groups showthrough publicity and education, the police should make the triad crime groups show

their colours.  The legends about the prowess of the triad members and their sensetheir colours.  The legends about the prowess of the triad members and their sensetheir colours.  The legends about the prowess of the triad members and their sensetheir colours.  The legends about the prowess of the triad members and their sense

of brotherhood are a pack of lies which deceive and mislead the public.  The triadof brotherhood are a pack of lies which deceive and mislead the public.  The triadof brotherhood are a pack of lies which deceive and mislead the public.  The triadof brotherhood are a pack of lies which deceive and mislead the public.  The triad

members should be the ones who are really haunted by fears because eventually theymembers should be the ones who are really haunted by fears because eventually theymembers should be the ones who are really haunted by fears because eventually theymembers should be the ones who are really haunted by fears because eventually they

will be punished by law.  The mass media should exercise their self-discipline andwill be punished by law.  The mass media should exercise their self-discipline andwill be punished by law.  The mass media should exercise their self-discipline andwill be punished by law.  The mass media should exercise their self-discipline and

should not play up violence or embellish crimes.should not play up violence or embellish crimes.should not play up violence or embellish crimes.should not play up violence or embellish crimes.

In addition, I am of the view that the bIn addition, I am of the view that the bIn addition, I am of the view that the bIn addition, I am of the view that the bravery of the police should be commended.ravery of the police should be commended.ravery of the police should be commended.ravery of the police should be commended.

Community organizations and district boards should not fail to express theirCommunity organizations and district boards should not fail to express theirCommunity organizations and district boards should not fail to express theirCommunity organizations and district boards should not fail to express their

appreciation and thanks.  Some police officers said to me that they joined the Forceappreciation and thanks.  Some police officers said to me that they joined the Forceappreciation and thanks.  Some police officers said to me that they joined the Forceappreciation and thanks.  Some police officers said to me that they joined the Force

not only because they were interested in the job but also because the work enablednot only because they were interested in the job but also because the work enablednot only because they were interested in the job but also because the work enablednot only because they were interested in the job but also because the work enabled

them to protect the public and maintain law and order directly.  They also said thatthem to protect the public and maintain law and order directly.  They also said thatthem to protect the public and maintain law and order directly.  They also said thatthem to protect the public and maintain law and order directly.  They also said that

they required support from their superiors and the Government as well as understandingthey required support from their superiors and the Government as well as understandingthey required support from their superiors and the Government as well as understandingthey required support from their superiors and the Government as well as understanding

and encouragement from the public.and encouragement from the public.and encouragement from the public.and encouragement from the public.

Finally, I hopeFinally, I hopeFinally, I hopeFinally, I hope the Hong Kong people will co-operate with the police officers the Hong Kong people will co-operate with the police officers the Hong Kong people will co-operate with the police officers the Hong Kong people will co-operate with the police officers

more often and assist them to maintain law and order and combat crimes.  Themore often and assist them to maintain law and order and combat crimes.  Themore often and assist them to maintain law and order and combat crimes.  Themore often and assist them to maintain law and order and combat crimes.  The

Government should immediately adopt all appropriate measures to ensure the safetyGovernment should immediately adopt all appropriate measures to ensure the safetyGovernment should immediately adopt all appropriate measures to ensure the safetyGovernment should immediately adopt all appropriate measures to ensure the safety

of the people and their property so that Hong Kong's image as a place with low crimeof the people and their property so that Hong Kong's image as a place with low crimeof the people and their property so that Hong Kong's image as a place with low crimeof the people and their property so that Hong Kong's image as a place with low crime

rate can be restored and Hong Kong can be made again a place for people to live andrate can be restored and Hong Kong can be made again a place for people to live andrate can be restored and Hong Kong can be made again a place for people to live andrate can be restored and Hong Kong can be made again a place for people to live and

work in peace and contentment.work in peace and contentment.work in peace and contentment.work in peace and contentment.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I move the motion.

Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.Question on the motion proposed.



MR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President, for the past few days we have had a tremendousMR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President, for the past few days we have had a tremendousMR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President, for the past few days we have had a tremendousMR STEPHEN CHEONG: Mr Deputy President, for the past few days we have had a tremendous

indication of prosperity:  the Government has had a windfall of surpluses, Hongkongindication of prosperity:  the Government has had a windfall of surpluses, Hongkongindication of prosperity:  the Government has had a windfall of surpluses, Hongkongindication of prosperity:  the Government has had a windfall of surpluses, Hongkong

Bank has made an 80% increase in profit, the stock market has run wild.  Amidst allBank has made an 80% increase in profit, the stock market has run wild.  Amidst allBank has made an 80% increase in profit, the stock market has run wild.  Amidst allBank has made an 80% increase in profit, the stock market has run wild.  Amidst all

such good signs, what are the issues that are really concerning the public and thissuch good signs, what are the issues that are really concerning the public and thissuch good signs, what are the issues that are really concerning the public and thissuch good signs, what are the issues that are really concerning the public and this

particular community?  In my mind, in my view, there are two burning issues that meritparticular community?  In my mind, in my view, there are two burning issues that meritparticular community?  In my mind, in my view, there are two burning issues that meritparticular community?  In my mind, in my view, there are two burning issues that merit

the Administration's as well as this Council's consideration.the Administration's as well as this Council's consideration.the Administration's as well as this Council's consideration.the Administration's as well as this Council's consideration.

The first one The first one The first one The first one is the frustration felt by our "sandwich class" over their inabilityis the frustration felt by our "sandwich class" over their inabilityis the frustration felt by our "sandwich class" over their inabilityis the frustration felt by our "sandwich class" over their inability

to cope with the ever runaway cost of owning their own home. This issue I will notto cope with the ever runaway cost of owning their own home. This issue I will notto cope with the ever runaway cost of owning their own home. This issue I will notto cope with the ever runaway cost of owning their own home. This issue I will not

touch upon today; I will tackle it in our Budget debate.touch upon today; I will tackle it in our Budget debate.touch upon today; I will tackle it in our Budget debate.touch upon today; I will tackle it in our Budget debate.

The second issue is the unease generated by aThe second issue is the unease generated by aThe second issue is the unease generated by aThe second issue is the unease generated by a deteriorating situation in law and deteriorating situation in law and deteriorating situation in law and deteriorating situation in law and

order, especially the dramatic increase in the violent crime rate involving firearms.order, especially the dramatic increase in the violent crime rate involving firearms.order, especially the dramatic increase in the violent crime rate involving firearms.order, especially the dramatic increase in the violent crime rate involving firearms.

It does not need me, Mr Deputy President, to tell our colleagues, as well as theIt does not need me, Mr Deputy President, to tell our colleagues, as well as theIt does not need me, Mr Deputy President, to tell our colleagues, as well as theIt does not need me, Mr Deputy President, to tell our colleagues, as well as the

Administration, that these are the two burning issues.  Especially in relation toAdministration, that these are the two burning issues.  Especially in relation toAdministration, that these are the two burning issues.  Especially in relation toAdministration, that these are the two burning issues.  Especially in relation to

the second one, I am sure over dinner parties, cocktail circuits, even approachesthe second one, I am sure over dinner parties, cocktail circuits, even approachesthe second one, I am sure over dinner parties, cocktail circuits, even approachesthe second one, I am sure over dinner parties, cocktail circuits, even approaches

by citizens walking around the streets, you sense that there is that concern.by citizens walking around the streets, you sense that there is that concern.by citizens walking around the streets, you sense that there is that concern.by citizens walking around the streets, you sense that there is that concern.

Now how do we deal with those concerns?  A lot of people point tNow how do we deal with those concerns?  A lot of people point tNow how do we deal with those concerns?  A lot of people point tNow how do we deal with those concerns?  A lot of people point their fingers atheir fingers atheir fingers atheir fingers at

the inability of the police force to cope with that problem.  That is unfair, becausethe inability of the police force to cope with that problem.  That is unfair, becausethe inability of the police force to cope with that problem.  That is unfair, becausethe inability of the police force to cope with that problem.  That is unfair, because

I do not think that the police force have not done their job; they have done theirI do not think that the police force have not done their job; they have done theirI do not think that the police force have not done their job; they have done theirI do not think that the police force have not done their job; they have done their

job within the constraints that they have.  Are they effective, on the other hand?job within the constraints that they have.  Are they effective, on the other hand?job within the constraints that they have.  Are they effective, on the other hand?job within the constraints that they have.  Are they effective, on the other hand?

Statistics certainly do not show that they are effective.  Why are they not effective?Statistics certainly do not show that they are effective.  Why are they not effective?Statistics certainly do not show that they are effective.  Why are they not effective?Statistics certainly do not show that they are effective.  Why are they not effective?

Part of the motion, as proposed by Mrs LAM, touched upon the equipment.  Now therePart of the motion, as proposed by Mrs LAM, touched upon the equipment.  Now therePart of the motion, as proposed by Mrs LAM, touched upon the equipment.  Now therePart of the motion, as proposed by Mrs LAM, touched upon the equipment.  Now there

is certainly a case to review the need for more modern equipment to be used by ouris certainly a case to review the need for more modern equipment to be used by ouris certainly a case to review the need for more modern equipment to be used by ouris certainly a case to review the need for more modern equipment to be used by our

police force very, very carefully.police force very, very carefully.police force very, very carefully.police force very, very carefully.

The second effectiveness, I must say, is that, as I already cautioned during theThe second effectiveness, I must say, is that, as I already cautioned during theThe second effectiveness, I must say, is that, as I already cautioned during theThe second effectiveness, I must say, is that, as I already cautioned during the

debate on the Bill of Rights last year, the police force, in order to carry out theirdebate on the Bill of Rights last year, the police force, in order to carry out theirdebate on the Bill of Rights last year, the police force, in order to carry out theirdebate on the Bill of Rights last year, the police force, in order to carry out their

work, must have the effective tools.  And if some of the laws which in some people'swork, must have the effective tools.  And if some of the laws which in some people'swork, must have the effective tools.  And if some of the laws which in some people'swork, must have the effective tools.  And if some of the laws which in some people's

mind are against the rights but which have been proven to be effective in preventingmind are against the rights but which have been proven to be effective in preventingmind are against the rights but which have been proven to be effective in preventingmind are against the rights but which have been proven to be effective in preventing

crime, then we should seriously consider whether or not we should discard such lawscrime, then we should seriously consider whether or not we should discard such lawscrime, then we should seriously consider whether or not we should discard such lawscrime, then we should seriously consider whether or not we should discard such laws

automatically.  Quite honestly, Mr Deputy President, the Bill of Rights wasautomatically.  Quite honestly, Mr Deputy President, the Bill of Rights wasautomatically.  Quite honestly, Mr Deputy President, the Bill of Rights wasautomatically.  Quite honestly, Mr Deputy President, the Bill of Rights was

introduced into this Council with a lot of noise and a lot of voices to the effectintroduced into this Council with a lot of noise and a lot of voices to the effectintroduced into this Council with a lot of noise and a lot of voices to the effectintroduced into this Council with a lot of noise and a lot of voices to the effect

that if police powers were not curtailed, that come 1997, those powers will be abusedthat if police powers were not curtailed, that come 1997, those powers will be abusedthat if police powers were not curtailed, that come 1997, those powers will be abusedthat if police powers were not curtailed, that come 1997, those powers will be abused

to the detriment of the citizens in Hong Kong.  The assumption underlying that fearto the detriment of the citizens in Hong Kong.  The assumption underlying that fearto the detriment of the citizens in Hong Kong.  The assumption underlying that fearto the detriment of the citizens in Hong Kong.  The assumption underlying that fear

is that the future SAR will definitely abuse those powers.  I question thoseis that the future SAR will definitely abuse those powers.  I question thoseis that the future SAR will definitely abuse those powers.  I question thoseis that the future SAR will definitely abuse those powers.  I question those

assumptions, and not only do I question those assumptions, or the validity of thoseassumptions, and not only do I question those assumptions, or the validity of thoseassumptions, and not only do I question those assumptions, or the validity of thoseassumptions, and not only do I question those assumptions, or the validity of those



assumptions, I would also put it to Members that we also have to consider what effectassumptions, I would also put it to Members that we also have to consider what effectassumptions, I would also put it to Members that we also have to consider what effectassumptions, I would also put it to Members that we also have to consider what effect

the curtailing of police powers will have between now and 1997 on the situation ofthe curtailing of police powers will have between now and 1997 on the situation ofthe curtailing of police powers will have between now and 1997 on the situation ofthe curtailing of police powers will have between now and 1997 on the situation of

security and law and order in the territory.security and law and order in the territory.security and law and order in the territory.security and law and order in the territory.

It would be foolish if we were to lose our lives between now and 1997 becauseIt would be foolish if we were to lose our lives between now and 1997 becauseIt would be foolish if we were to lose our lives between now and 1997 becauseIt would be foolish if we were to lose our lives between now and 1997 because

of the repeal of certain laws, thereby reducing drastically the effectiveness of ourof the repeal of certain laws, thereby reducing drastically the effectiveness of ourof the repeal of certain laws, thereby reducing drastically the effectiveness of ourof the repeal of certain laws, thereby reducing drastically the effectiveness of our

police force.  One of the laws I am referring to is the loitering law which in thepolice force.  One of the laws I am referring to is the loitering law which in thepolice force.  One of the laws I am referring to is the loitering law which in thepolice force.  One of the laws I am referring to is the loitering law which in the

past has been proven to be extremely effective in the prevention of crime; but therepast has been proven to be extremely effective in the prevention of crime; but therepast has been proven to be extremely effective in the prevention of crime; but therepast has been proven to be extremely effective in the prevention of crime; but there

are loud voices and noises being made about the need to remove this particular laware loud voices and noises being made about the need to remove this particular laware loud voices and noises being made about the need to remove this particular laware loud voices and noises being made about the need to remove this particular law

immediately.immediately.immediately.immediately.

In so far as effectiveness is concerned I would, Mr Deputy President, also drawIn so far as effectiveness is concerned I would, Mr Deputy President, also drawIn so far as effectiveness is concerned I would, Mr Deputy President, also drawIn so far as effectiveness is concerned I would, Mr Deputy President, also draw

the Administration's attention to the fact that the salary levels and the conditionsthe Administration's attention to the fact that the salary levels and the conditionsthe Administration's attention to the fact that the salary levels and the conditionsthe Administration's attention to the fact that the salary levels and the conditions

of service of the police force need to be constantly reviewed. According to a simpleof service of the police force need to be constantly reviewed. According to a simpleof service of the police force need to be constantly reviewed. According to a simpleof service of the police force need to be constantly reviewed. According to a simple

research that I have done, I believe that even at the Assistant Commissioner level,research that I have done, I believe that even at the Assistant Commissioner level,research that I have done, I believe that even at the Assistant Commissioner level,research that I have done, I believe that even at the Assistant Commissioner level,

the conditions of service and salary level are nowhere near the Administrative Officerthe conditions of service and salary level are nowhere near the Administrative Officerthe conditions of service and salary level are nowhere near the Administrative Officerthe conditions of service and salary level are nowhere near the Administrative Officer

grade.  Now, true or not, I cannot vouch for it, but I am sure the Secretary forgrade.  Now, true or not, I cannot vouch for it, but I am sure the Secretary forgrade.  Now, true or not, I cannot vouch for it, but I am sure the Secretary forgrade.  Now, true or not, I cannot vouch for it, but I am sure the Secretary for

Security is going to say something about that.  But in any case, what I am tryingSecurity is going to say something about that.  But in any case, what I am tryingSecurity is going to say something about that.  But in any case, what I am tryingSecurity is going to say something about that.  But in any case, what I am trying

to bring out in the point that I am making is that there is this particularly importantto bring out in the point that I am making is that there is this particularly importantto bring out in the point that I am making is that there is this particularly importantto bring out in the point that I am making is that there is this particularly important

matter that need to be addressed by the Administration.matter that need to be addressed by the Administration.matter that need to be addressed by the Administration.matter that need to be addressed by the Administration.

If we ask our police force to do their best -- and I have the firm belief thatIf we ask our police force to do their best -- and I have the firm belief thatIf we ask our police force to do their best -- and I have the firm belief thatIf we ask our police force to do their best -- and I have the firm belief that

they have done their best -- I think their conditions of service and salary levelsthey have done their best -- I think their conditions of service and salary levelsthey have done their best -- I think their conditions of service and salary levelsthey have done their best -- I think their conditions of service and salary levels

have got to be reviewed objectively and comparatively with the spheres ofhave got to be reviewed objectively and comparatively with the spheres ofhave got to be reviewed objectively and comparatively with the spheres ofhave got to be reviewed objectively and comparatively with the spheres of

responsibility and work done by the Administrative Officer grade.responsibility and work done by the Administrative Officer grade.responsibility and work done by the Administrative Officer grade.responsibility and work done by the Administrative Officer grade.

In so far as police morale is concerned, there have been quite a lot of pressIn so far as police morale is concerned, there have been quite a lot of pressIn so far as police morale is concerned, there have been quite a lot of pressIn so far as police morale is concerned, there have been quite a lot of press

reports about the morale being bad.  There has been quite a lot of criticism levelledreports about the morale being bad.  There has been quite a lot of criticism levelledreports about the morale being bad.  There has been quite a lot of criticism levelledreports about the morale being bad.  There has been quite a lot of criticism levelled

against the top management of the police force.  All I can say is that perhaps allagainst the top management of the police force.  All I can say is that perhaps allagainst the top management of the police force.  All I can say is that perhaps allagainst the top management of the police force.  All I can say is that perhaps all

these frustrations have arisen from the inability of the police force to convey theirthese frustrations have arisen from the inability of the police force to convey theirthese frustrations have arisen from the inability of the police force to convey theirthese frustrations have arisen from the inability of the police force to convey their

message to the Administration that they need better equipment, that in order to bemessage to the Administration that they need better equipment, that in order to bemessage to the Administration that they need better equipment, that in order to bemessage to the Administration that they need better equipment, that in order to be

effective they should not be stripped of the powers they need to have, and that theyeffective they should not be stripped of the powers they need to have, and that theyeffective they should not be stripped of the powers they need to have, and that theyeffective they should not be stripped of the powers they need to have, and that they

also need conditions of service that are comparable to the Administrative Officeralso need conditions of service that are comparable to the Administrative Officeralso need conditions of service that are comparable to the Administrative Officeralso need conditions of service that are comparable to the Administrative Officer

grade.grade.grade.grade.

With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.



MRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, during the period between Christmas and ChineseMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, during the period between Christmas and ChineseMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, during the period between Christmas and ChineseMRS SELINA CHOW: Mr Deputy President, during the period between Christmas and Chinese

New Year, as a result of increased police presence on the street, there is a distinctNew Year, as a result of increased police presence on the street, there is a distinctNew Year, as a result of increased police presence on the street, there is a distinctNew Year, as a result of increased police presence on the street, there is a distinct

improvement in the law and order situation. Apart from positive feedback from theimprovement in the law and order situation. Apart from positive feedback from theimprovement in the law and order situation. Apart from positive feedback from theimprovement in the law and order situation. Apart from positive feedback from the

public through bodies such as the District Fight Crime Committees, statistics showpublic through bodies such as the District Fight Crime Committees, statistics showpublic through bodies such as the District Fight Crime Committees, statistics showpublic through bodies such as the District Fight Crime Committees, statistics show

that there is a decrease in the number of violent crimes.  Such upgrading of thethat there is a decrease in the number of violent crimes.  Such upgrading of thethat there is a decrease in the number of violent crimes.  Such upgrading of thethat there is a decrease in the number of violent crimes.  Such upgrading of the

visibility of police presence is clearly welcome and has a definitely helpful effectvisibility of police presence is clearly welcome and has a definitely helpful effectvisibility of police presence is clearly welcome and has a definitely helpful effectvisibility of police presence is clearly welcome and has a definitely helpful effect

on crime prevention, but can this measure be sustained as a permanent one given theon crime prevention, but can this measure be sustained as a permanent one given theon crime prevention, but can this measure be sustained as a permanent one given theon crime prevention, but can this measure be sustained as a permanent one given the

shortage in our police force?shortage in our police force?shortage in our police force?shortage in our police force?

I am aware that this assertion of mine will probably lead to official challengeI am aware that this assertion of mine will probably lead to official challengeI am aware that this assertion of mine will probably lead to official challengeI am aware that this assertion of mine will probably lead to official challenge

or even denial.  If one is presented with the deficiency figures for the last threeor even denial.  If one is presented with the deficiency figures for the last threeor even denial.  If one is presented with the deficiency figures for the last threeor even denial.  If one is presented with the deficiency figures for the last three

years, there seems, at first glance, to be little cause for concern.  At the end ofyears, there seems, at first glance, to be little cause for concern.  At the end ofyears, there seems, at first glance, to be little cause for concern.  At the end ofyears, there seems, at first glance, to be little cause for concern.  At the end of

1989 the establishment stood at 27 450 while the strength stood at   26 980.  The1989 the establishment stood at 27 450 while the strength stood at   26 980.  The1989 the establishment stood at 27 450 while the strength stood at   26 980.  The1989 the establishment stood at 27 450 while the strength stood at   26 980.  The

deficiency was therefore a very tolerable 1.71%.  At the end of 1990 the establishmentdeficiency was therefore a very tolerable 1.71%.  At the end of 1990 the establishmentdeficiency was therefore a very tolerable 1.71%.  At the end of 1990 the establishmentdeficiency was therefore a very tolerable 1.71%.  At the end of 1990 the establishment

was increased to 27 578 while the strength dwindled to 26 403 with a deficiency ofwas increased to 27 578 while the strength dwindled to 26 403 with a deficiency ofwas increased to 27 578 while the strength dwindled to 26 403 with a deficiency ofwas increased to 27 578 while the strength dwindled to 26 403 with a deficiency of

4.26%.  These figures reflect an increasing demand but a falling supply.  At the end4.26%.  These figures reflect an increasing demand but a falling supply.  At the end4.26%.  These figures reflect an increasing demand but a falling supply.  At the end4.26%.  These figures reflect an increasing demand but a falling supply.  At the end

of 1991, in spite of heavier loading on the police, there is a cut in the establishmentof 1991, in spite of heavier loading on the police, there is a cut in the establishmentof 1991, in spite of heavier loading on the police, there is a cut in the establishmentof 1991, in spite of heavier loading on the police, there is a cut in the establishment

to 27 245 while the strength stood at 26 430.  The deficiency was 2.99% which, takento 27 245 while the strength stood at 26 430.  The deficiency was 2.99% which, takento 27 245 while the strength stood at 26 430.  The deficiency was 2.99% which, takento 27 245 while the strength stood at 26 430.  The deficiency was 2.99% which, taken

on its own, might create the rather misleading impression that the shortage ofon its own, might create the rather misleading impression that the shortage ofon its own, might create the rather misleading impression that the shortage ofon its own, might create the rather misleading impression that the shortage of

manpower in the force had improved over the previous year.  In fact the drop in themanpower in the force had improved over the previous year.  In fact the drop in themanpower in the force had improved over the previous year.  In fact the drop in themanpower in the force had improved over the previous year.  In fact the drop in the

deficiency figure is the result of the cut of 333 posts in the establishment ratherdeficiency figure is the result of the cut of 333 posts in the establishment ratherdeficiency figure is the result of the cut of 333 posts in the establishment ratherdeficiency figure is the result of the cut of 333 posts in the establishment rather

than a boost in the strength to meet requirement.  We are now aware that there isthan a boost in the strength to meet requirement.  We are now aware that there isthan a boost in the strength to meet requirement.  We are now aware that there isthan a boost in the strength to meet requirement.  We are now aware that there is

to be a further cut in the establishment of another 700 posts by the end of Marchto be a further cut in the establishment of another 700 posts by the end of Marchto be a further cut in the establishment of another 700 posts by the end of Marchto be a further cut in the establishment of another 700 posts by the end of March

this year.  As a result of this cut, the picture may very easily be interpreted tothis year.  As a result of this cut, the picture may very easily be interpreted tothis year.  As a result of this cut, the picture may very easily be interpreted tothis year.  As a result of this cut, the picture may very easily be interpreted to

mean that there is no deficiency at all in the staffing of the police force.  Butmean that there is no deficiency at all in the staffing of the police force.  Butmean that there is no deficiency at all in the staffing of the police force.  Butmean that there is no deficiency at all in the staffing of the police force.  But

are we really dispensing with the unnecessary in this exercise, or are we sacrificingare we really dispensing with the unnecessary in this exercise, or are we sacrificingare we really dispensing with the unnecessary in this exercise, or are we sacrificingare we really dispensing with the unnecessary in this exercise, or are we sacrificing

essential police power in this process?  And overall, is there a real problem ofessential police power in this process?  And overall, is there a real problem ofessential police power in this process?  And overall, is there a real problem ofessential police power in this process?  And overall, is there a real problem of

manpower deficiency, and how is it affecting the quality of service and the peoplemanpower deficiency, and how is it affecting the quality of service and the peoplemanpower deficiency, and how is it affecting the quality of service and the peoplemanpower deficiency, and how is it affecting the quality of service and the people

offering that service?offering that service?offering that service?offering that service?

First of all, where are the men who manned the Vietnamese boat people duty andFirst of all, where are the men who manned the Vietnamese boat people duty andFirst of all, where are the men who manned the Vietnamese boat people duty andFirst of all, where are the men who manned the Vietnamese boat people duty and

the Anti-Smuggling Task Force to be drawn from, if not from the districts? With thethe Anti-Smuggling Task Force to be drawn from, if not from the districts? With thethe Anti-Smuggling Task Force to be drawn from, if not from the districts? With thethe Anti-Smuggling Task Force to be drawn from, if not from the districts? With the

increase in volume and intensity of the latter, has additional provision and postsincrease in volume and intensity of the latter, has additional provision and postsincrease in volume and intensity of the latter, has additional provision and postsincrease in volume and intensity of the latter, has additional provision and posts

been fought for to tackle it?  With the additional demands from the new towns in thebeen fought for to tackle it?  With the additional demands from the new towns in thebeen fought for to tackle it?  With the additional demands from the new towns in thebeen fought for to tackle it?  With the additional demands from the new towns in the

New Territories where new police stations are built to serve new communities, whereNew Territories where new police stations are built to serve new communities, whereNew Territories where new police stations are built to serve new communities, whereNew Territories where new police stations are built to serve new communities, where

are the bodies to be deployed from, if not from the existing command?  With theare the bodies to be deployed from, if not from the existing command?  With theare the bodies to be deployed from, if not from the existing command?  With theare the bodies to be deployed from, if not from the existing command?  With the

increasing geographical network of criminals and their links across the border, theincreasing geographical network of criminals and their links across the border, theincreasing geographical network of criminals and their links across the border, theincreasing geographical network of criminals and their links across the border, the

coverage of the activities by our own police force must necessarily expand to cope.coverage of the activities by our own police force must necessarily expand to cope.coverage of the activities by our own police force must necessarily expand to cope.coverage of the activities by our own police force must necessarily expand to cope.



The penetration and sophistication of organized crime with its ever increasingThe penetration and sophistication of organized crime with its ever increasingThe penetration and sophistication of organized crime with its ever increasingThe penetration and sophistication of organized crime with its ever increasing

ingenuity into new areas of activity require an alertness of a well managed andingenuity into new areas of activity require an alertness of a well managed andingenuity into new areas of activity require an alertness of a well managed andingenuity into new areas of activity require an alertness of a well managed and

adequately staffed team of professionals.adequately staffed team of professionals.adequately staffed team of professionals.adequately staffed team of professionals.

To aggravate matters, the taking To aggravate matters, the taking To aggravate matters, the taking To aggravate matters, the taking over of border duties by the police from theover of border duties by the police from theover of border duties by the police from theover of border duties by the police from the

garrison is taking its toll too, as these border duties have to maintain full strengthgarrison is taking its toll too, as these border duties have to maintain full strengthgarrison is taking its toll too, as these border duties have to maintain full strengthgarrison is taking its toll too, as these border duties have to maintain full strength

and, as such, would not share the average deficiency ratio with the rest of the force,and, as such, would not share the average deficiency ratio with the rest of the force,and, as such, would not share the average deficiency ratio with the rest of the force,and, as such, would not share the average deficiency ratio with the rest of the force,

thus creating a greater burden of under-staffing on them.thus creating a greater burden of under-staffing on them.thus creating a greater burden of under-staffing on them.thus creating a greater burden of under-staffing on them.

Underlying all the above is the deteriorating law and order situation which wouldUnderlying all the above is the deteriorating law and order situation which wouldUnderlying all the above is the deteriorating law and order situation which wouldUnderlying all the above is the deteriorating law and order situation which would

in itself require more operational frontline men.  All these demands on the force,in itself require more operational frontline men.  All these demands on the force,in itself require more operational frontline men.  All these demands on the force,in itself require more operational frontline men.  All these demands on the force,

temporary or permanent, have to be managed by a force that has in fact thinned outtemporary or permanent, have to be managed by a force that has in fact thinned outtemporary or permanent, have to be managed by a force that has in fact thinned outtemporary or permanent, have to be managed by a force that has in fact thinned out

from about 27 000 to about 26 400 over the last two years.  Quite obviously,from about 27 000 to about 26 400 over the last two years.  Quite obviously,from about 27 000 to about 26 400 over the last two years.  Quite obviously,from about 27 000 to about 26 400 over the last two years.  Quite obviously,

recruitment cannot catch up with wastage.recruitment cannot catch up with wastage.recruitment cannot catch up with wastage.recruitment cannot catch up with wastage.

What kind of manpower shortage are they facing in the force on the ground?  TakeWhat kind of manpower shortage are they facing in the force on the ground?  TakeWhat kind of manpower shortage are they facing in the force on the ground?  TakeWhat kind of manpower shortage are they facing in the force on the ground?  Take

the four commands on Hong Kong Island -- the shortage of sergeants ranges from 20%the four commands on Hong Kong Island -- the shortage of sergeants ranges from 20%the four commands on Hong Kong Island -- the shortage of sergeants ranges from 20%the four commands on Hong Kong Island -- the shortage of sergeants ranges from 20%

to 23.5%, and at constable level from 11% to 18%.  Whichever way one looks at theseto 23.5%, and at constable level from 11% to 18%.  Whichever way one looks at theseto 23.5%, and at constable level from 11% to 18%.  Whichever way one looks at theseto 23.5%, and at constable level from 11% to 18%.  Whichever way one looks at these

figures, they cannot be regarded as satisfactory.figures, they cannot be regarded as satisfactory.figures, they cannot be regarded as satisfactory.figures, they cannot be regarded as satisfactory.

May I now briefly comment on the 700 posts which have recently been deleted.May I now briefly comment on the 700 posts which have recently been deleted.May I now briefly comment on the 700 posts which have recently been deleted.May I now briefly comment on the 700 posts which have recently been deleted.  It  It  It  It

is true that quite a substantial proportion of these have no direct effect on theis true that quite a substantial proportion of these have no direct effect on theis true that quite a substantial proportion of these have no direct effect on theis true that quite a substantial proportion of these have no direct effect on the

day to day operations.  But of these, 150 posts belong to the action squads underday to day operations.  But of these, 150 posts belong to the action squads underday to day operations.  But of these, 150 posts belong to the action squads underday to day operations.  But of these, 150 posts belong to the action squads under

the CID which assume the special tasks of policing black spots of crime.  I realizethe CID which assume the special tasks of policing black spots of crime.  I realizethe CID which assume the special tasks of policing black spots of crime.  I realizethe CID which assume the special tasks of policing black spots of crime.  I realize

there is some controversy, even within the force itself, as to whether these squadsthere is some controversy, even within the force itself, as to whether these squadsthere is some controversy, even within the force itself, as to whether these squadsthere is some controversy, even within the force itself, as to whether these squads

should be retained as their mode of operation has been quite aggressive and hasshould be retained as their mode of operation has been quite aggressive and hasshould be retained as their mode of operation has been quite aggressive and hasshould be retained as their mode of operation has been quite aggressive and has

therefore given rise to complaint.  I am the last person who is qualified to judgetherefore given rise to complaint.  I am the last person who is qualified to judgetherefore given rise to complaint.  I am the last person who is qualified to judgetherefore given rise to complaint.  I am the last person who is qualified to judge

whether they should or should not be kept.  However, their disbandment should notwhether they should or should not be kept.  However, their disbandment should notwhether they should or should not be kept.  However, their disbandment should notwhether they should or should not be kept.  However, their disbandment should not

mean the total abandonment of the duties they have assumed and that void must be filledmean the total abandonment of the duties they have assumed and that void must be filledmean the total abandonment of the duties they have assumed and that void must be filledmean the total abandonment of the duties they have assumed and that void must be filled

by others and not by existing officers who are already fully occupied, or perhapsby others and not by existing officers who are already fully occupied, or perhapsby others and not by existing officers who are already fully occupied, or perhapsby others and not by existing officers who are already fully occupied, or perhaps

even more than fully occupied, by their original assignments.even more than fully occupied, by their original assignments.even more than fully occupied, by their original assignments.even more than fully occupied, by their original assignments.

Then who are to take these important duties over, if the posts are to be deletedThen who are to take these important duties over, if the posts are to be deletedThen who are to take these important duties over, if the posts are to be deletedThen who are to take these important duties over, if the posts are to be deleted

with no prospect of replacements here or elsewhere?  Judging from comments made bywith no prospect of replacements here or elsewhere?  Judging from comments made bywith no prospect of replacements here or elsewhere?  Judging from comments made bywith no prospect of replacements here or elsewhere?  Judging from comments made by

members of the public, representatives of local communities, District Fight Crimemembers of the public, representatives of local communities, District Fight Crimemembers of the public, representatives of local communities, District Fight Crimemembers of the public, representatives of local communities, District Fight Crime

Committees, as well as police officers themselves, there is no doubt that there isCommittees, as well as police officers themselves, there is no doubt that there isCommittees, as well as police officers themselves, there is no doubt that there isCommittees, as well as police officers themselves, there is no doubt that there is

a serious problem of manpower shortage.  I ask the Government to face up to it anda serious problem of manpower shortage.  I ask the Government to face up to it anda serious problem of manpower shortage.  I ask the Government to face up to it anda serious problem of manpower shortage.  I ask the Government to face up to it and

to act on it.  I, for one, will give it the fullest support and I call upon colleaguesto act on it.  I, for one, will give it the fullest support and I call upon colleaguesto act on it.  I, for one, will give it the fullest support and I call upon colleaguesto act on it.  I, for one, will give it the fullest support and I call upon colleagues



in this Council to urge for action and offer assistance.in this Council to urge for action and offer assistance.in this Council to urge for action and offer assistance.in this Council to urge for action and offer assistance.

During a Security Panel meeting of the OMELCO some months ago, we posed theDuring a Security Panel meeting of the OMELCO some months ago, we posed theDuring a Security Panel meeting of the OMELCO some months ago, we posed theDuring a Security Panel meeting of the OMELCO some months ago, we posed the

question to the police officer attending the session as to whether the morale of thequestion to the police officer attending the session as to whether the morale of thequestion to the police officer attending the session as to whether the morale of thequestion to the police officer attending the session as to whether the morale of the

police force was really as bad as we had heard it to be.  His answer was mostpolice force was really as bad as we had heard it to be.  His answer was mostpolice force was really as bad as we had heard it to be.  His answer was mostpolice force was really as bad as we had heard it to be.  His answer was most

interesting.  He said that morale was one thing, and efficiency was quite another;interesting.  He said that morale was one thing, and efficiency was quite another;interesting.  He said that morale was one thing, and efficiency was quite another;interesting.  He said that morale was one thing, and efficiency was quite another;

and given the professionalism of the force he believed Hong Kong was well served byand given the professionalism of the force he believed Hong Kong was well served byand given the professionalism of the force he believed Hong Kong was well served byand given the professionalism of the force he believed Hong Kong was well served by

a dedicated and effective police. I happen to be one of those who have great faitha dedicated and effective police. I happen to be one of those who have great faitha dedicated and effective police. I happen to be one of those who have great faitha dedicated and effective police. I happen to be one of those who have great faith

and confidence in our police force.  They may not be perfect but they are certainlyand confidence in our police force.  They may not be perfect but they are certainlyand confidence in our police force.  They may not be perfect but they are certainlyand confidence in our police force.  They may not be perfect but they are certainly

one of the best forces around.  However, I also happen to believe that they areone of the best forces around.  However, I also happen to believe that they areone of the best forces around.  However, I also happen to believe that they areone of the best forces around.  However, I also happen to believe that they are

suffering from a problem of low morale which the senior management of the force cansuffering from a problem of low morale which the senior management of the force cansuffering from a problem of low morale which the senior management of the force cansuffering from a problem of low morale which the senior management of the force can

ill afford to ignore.  Those at the very top need to ask themselves whether staffill afford to ignore.  Those at the very top need to ask themselves whether staffill afford to ignore.  Those at the very top need to ask themselves whether staffill afford to ignore.  Those at the very top need to ask themselves whether staff

relations are as good as they should be; and whether real and regular dialogue betweenrelations are as good as they should be; and whether real and regular dialogue betweenrelations are as good as they should be; and whether real and regular dialogue betweenrelations are as good as they should be; and whether real and regular dialogue between

central and district commands is open; and whether opportunities and channels forcentral and district commands is open; and whether opportunities and channels forcentral and district commands is open; and whether opportunities and channels forcentral and district commands is open; and whether opportunities and channels for

a frank exchange of views and ideas exist between the top and middle management, anda frank exchange of views and ideas exist between the top and middle management, anda frank exchange of views and ideas exist between the top and middle management, anda frank exchange of views and ideas exist between the top and middle management, and

between management and the rank and file.  Should senior management not askbetween management and the rank and file.  Should senior management not askbetween management and the rank and file.  Should senior management not askbetween management and the rank and file.  Should senior management not ask

themselves why the heaviest wastage rate occurs between the first and third year ofthemselves why the heaviest wastage rate occurs between the first and third year ofthemselves why the heaviest wastage rate occurs between the first and third year ofthemselves why the heaviest wastage rate occurs between the first and third year of

young recruits who joined the force with the ideals of a young person fresh from school,young recruits who joined the force with the ideals of a young person fresh from school,young recruits who joined the force with the ideals of a young person fresh from school,young recruits who joined the force with the ideals of a young person fresh from school,

who were then trained by the force itself and were offered good terms of employmentwho were then trained by the force itself and were offered good terms of employmentwho were then trained by the force itself and were offered good terms of employmentwho were then trained by the force itself and were offered good terms of employment

and a clear career path of professional development?  Should top management notand a clear career path of professional development?  Should top management notand a clear career path of professional development?  Should top management notand a clear career path of professional development?  Should top management not

listen more when the various staff associations speak out publicly to voice discontentlisten more when the various staff associations speak out publicly to voice discontentlisten more when the various staff associations speak out publicly to voice discontentlisten more when the various staff associations speak out publicly to voice discontent

and ask themselves why their own men are not talking to them direct but would ratherand ask themselves why their own men are not talking to them direct but would ratherand ask themselves why their own men are not talking to them direct but would ratherand ask themselves why their own men are not talking to them direct but would rather

do it in such a way which must affect the good image of the force and themselves?do it in such a way which must affect the good image of the force and themselves?do it in such a way which must affect the good image of the force and themselves?do it in such a way which must affect the good image of the force and themselves?

Should they not create proper internal lines of communication to enable problems toShould they not create proper internal lines of communication to enable problems toShould they not create proper internal lines of communication to enable problems toShould they not create proper internal lines of communication to enable problems to

be solved through discussion? Maybe the problems are real after all and will not justbe solved through discussion? Maybe the problems are real after all and will not justbe solved through discussion? Maybe the problems are real after all and will not justbe solved through discussion? Maybe the problems are real after all and will not just

go away. Something has to be done about them and we look to those responsible forgo away. Something has to be done about them and we look to those responsible forgo away. Something has to be done about them and we look to those responsible forgo away. Something has to be done about them and we look to those responsible for

the answers.the answers.the answers.the answers.

4.58 pm4.58 pm4.58 pm4.58 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We shall take a short break and resume in 20 minutes.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We shall take a short break and resume in 20 minutes.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We shall take a short break and resume in 20 minutes.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  We shall take a short break and resume in 20 minutes.

5.20 pm5.20 pm5.20 pm5.20 pm

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will resume.DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Council will resume.



MRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Mrs Peggy LAM forMRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Mrs Peggy LAM forMRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Mrs Peggy LAM forMRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I am grateful to Mrs Peggy LAM for

moving the motion debate on law and order because in so doing she has given me a chancemoving the motion debate on law and order because in so doing she has given me a chancemoving the motion debate on law and order because in so doing she has given me a chancemoving the motion debate on law and order because in so doing she has given me a chance

to raise some points on the morale of the police.to raise some points on the morale of the police.to raise some points on the morale of the police.to raise some points on the morale of the police.

The community has been much concerned about the morale of the Police Force.  AsThe community has been much concerned about the morale of the Police Force.  AsThe community has been much concerned about the morale of the Police Force.  AsThe community has been much concerned about the morale of the Police Force.  As

we all understand the difficulties encountered in police work, we cannot help worrywe all understand the difficulties encountered in police work, we cannot help worrywe all understand the difficulties encountered in police work, we cannot help worrywe all understand the difficulties encountered in police work, we cannot help worry

about the impacts on the protection of lives and property of citizens if the moraleabout the impacts on the protection of lives and property of citizens if the moraleabout the impacts on the protection of lives and property of citizens if the moraleabout the impacts on the protection of lives and property of citizens if the morale

of police is low.  I also share such sentiments.  On several occasions, I asked theof police is low.  I also share such sentiments.  On several occasions, I asked theof police is low.  I also share such sentiments.  On several occasions, I asked theof police is low.  I also share such sentiments.  On several occasions, I asked the

Security Branch and police officers whether the Police Force was suffering from lowSecurity Branch and police officers whether the Police Force was suffering from lowSecurity Branch and police officers whether the Police Force was suffering from lowSecurity Branch and police officers whether the Police Force was suffering from low

morale.  At first, the reply was that there was no problem of morale in the police.morale.  At first, the reply was that there was no problem of morale in the police.morale.  At first, the reply was that there was no problem of morale in the police.morale.  At first, the reply was that there was no problem of morale in the police.

Recently, the reply given is that the Police Force possesses professionalism and itsRecently, the reply given is that the Police Force possesses professionalism and itsRecently, the reply given is that the Police Force possesses professionalism and itsRecently, the reply given is that the Police Force possesses professionalism and its

efficiency will not be affected by morale even though the latter is not high.  Iefficiency will not be affected by morale even though the latter is not high.  Iefficiency will not be affected by morale even though the latter is not high.  Iefficiency will not be affected by morale even though the latter is not high.  I

believe that the reply does reflect the facts.  When we see how brave police officersbelieve that the reply does reflect the facts.  When we see how brave police officersbelieve that the reply does reflect the facts.  When we see how brave police officersbelieve that the reply does reflect the facts.  When we see how brave police officers

have been in performing their work without regarding to their own safety, we shallhave been in performing their work without regarding to their own safety, we shallhave been in performing their work without regarding to their own safety, we shallhave been in performing their work without regarding to their own safety, we shall

be convinced that despite the problem of morale they have never neglected their duties.be convinced that despite the problem of morale they have never neglected their duties.be convinced that despite the problem of morale they have never neglected their duties.be convinced that despite the problem of morale they have never neglected their duties.

Recently, however, a police officer complained to me and said, "We are like orphans.Recently, however, a police officer complained to me and said, "We are like orphans.Recently, however, a police officer complained to me and said, "We are like orphans.Recently, however, a police officer complained to me and said, "We are like orphans.

Our superiors do not care about us.  When there are problems, we have to cope withOur superiors do not care about us.  When there are problems, we have to cope withOur superiors do not care about us.  When there are problems, we have to cope withOur superiors do not care about us.  When there are problems, we have to cope with

them ourselves.  If there are complaints against us we can only put the blame on badthem ourselves.  If there are complaints against us we can only put the blame on badthem ourselves.  If there are complaints against us we can only put the blame on badthem ourselves.  If there are complaints against us we can only put the blame on bad

luck.  In a word, we must do our best and deal with problems on our own."  These wordsluck.  In a word, we must do our best and deal with problems on our own."  These wordsluck.  In a word, we must do our best and deal with problems on our own."  These wordsluck.  In a word, we must do our best and deal with problems on our own."  These words

are brief but they have been ringing in my ears.  Have we given adequate support toare brief but they have been ringing in my ears.  Have we given adequate support toare brief but they have been ringing in my ears.  Have we given adequate support toare brief but they have been ringing in my ears.  Have we given adequate support to

police officers who maintain law and order and protect public safety?police officers who maintain law and order and protect public safety?police officers who maintain law and order and protect public safety?police officers who maintain law and order and protect public safety?

If we really want to boost the morale of the Police Force, I think we must haveIf we really want to boost the morale of the Police Force, I think we must haveIf we really want to boost the morale of the Police Force, I think we must haveIf we really want to boost the morale of the Police Force, I think we must have

support from four fronts.support from four fronts.support from four fronts.support from four fronts.

Firstly, the support of the management of the police.  I believe that, under theFirstly, the support of the management of the police.  I believe that, under theFirstly, the support of the management of the police.  I believe that, under theFirstly, the support of the management of the police.  I believe that, under the

leadership of the Commissioner of Police, senior police officers are in support ofleadership of the Commissioner of Police, senior police officers are in support ofleadership of the Commissioner of Police, senior police officers are in support ofleadership of the Commissioner of Police, senior police officers are in support of

their subordinates.  However, the problem is whether there are adequatetheir subordinates.  However, the problem is whether there are adequatetheir subordinates.  However, the problem is whether there are adequatetheir subordinates.  However, the problem is whether there are adequate

opportunities for conveying views at the bottom to the top and mutual communication.opportunities for conveying views at the bottom to the top and mutual communication.opportunities for conveying views at the bottom to the top and mutual communication.opportunities for conveying views at the bottom to the top and mutual communication.

For those subordinates, especially those inspectorate officers at the middle rank,For those subordinates, especially those inspectorate officers at the middle rank,For those subordinates, especially those inspectorate officers at the middle rank,For those subordinates, especially those inspectorate officers at the middle rank,

the problem is whether they know and understand that their superiors have made a lotthe problem is whether they know and understand that their superiors have made a lotthe problem is whether they know and understand that their superiors have made a lotthe problem is whether they know and understand that their superiors have made a lot

of efforts for them.  Such problem is adequately reflected when recently an Englishof efforts for them.  Such problem is adequately reflected when recently an Englishof efforts for them.  Such problem is adequately reflected when recently an Englishof efforts for them.  Such problem is adequately reflected when recently an English

newspaper reports that some middle ranking police officers are dissatisfied with thenewspaper reports that some middle ranking police officers are dissatisfied with thenewspaper reports that some middle ranking police officers are dissatisfied with thenewspaper reports that some middle ranking police officers are dissatisfied with the

Commissioner of Police.  Police officers think that the Commissioner of Police doesCommissioner of Police.  Police officers think that the Commissioner of Police doesCommissioner of Police.  Police officers think that the Commissioner of Police doesCommissioner of Police.  Police officers think that the Commissioner of Police does

not care about and support his subordinates because on some occasions when their livesnot care about and support his subordinates because on some occasions when their livesnot care about and support his subordinates because on some occasions when their livesnot care about and support his subordinates because on some occasions when their lives

are jeopardized the Commissioner fails to give open support in the first instanceare jeopardized the Commissioner fails to give open support in the first instanceare jeopardized the Commissioner fails to give open support in the first instanceare jeopardized the Commissioner fails to give open support in the first instance

or denounce a certain party for foul play.  As a matter of fact, it may be out ofor denounce a certain party for foul play.  As a matter of fact, it may be out ofor denounce a certain party for foul play.  As a matter of fact, it may be out ofor denounce a certain party for foul play.  As a matter of fact, it may be out of



prudence or political consideration that open support is not given in the firstprudence or political consideration that open support is not given in the firstprudence or political consideration that open support is not given in the firstprudence or political consideration that open support is not given in the first

instance.  However, when it is difficult to take an open stand, internal pacificationinstance.  However, when it is difficult to take an open stand, internal pacificationinstance.  However, when it is difficult to take an open stand, internal pacificationinstance.  However, when it is difficult to take an open stand, internal pacification

is, in my view, practicable to make police officers in question feel the concern fromis, in my view, practicable to make police officers in question feel the concern fromis, in my view, practicable to make police officers in question feel the concern fromis, in my view, practicable to make police officers in question feel the concern from

above.  I do not intend to criticize anybody.  Nor am I in a position to advise seniorabove.  I do not intend to criticize anybody.  Nor am I in a position to advise seniorabove.  I do not intend to criticize anybody.  Nor am I in a position to advise seniorabove.  I do not intend to criticize anybody.  Nor am I in a position to advise senior

police officers on how to boost the morale.  As a citizen, however, I hope there willpolice officers on how to boost the morale.  As a citizen, however, I hope there willpolice officers on how to boost the morale.  As a citizen, however, I hope there willpolice officers on how to boost the morale.  As a citizen, however, I hope there will

be mutual concern, support and co-operation in the family of the police.  The parentsbe mutual concern, support and co-operation in the family of the police.  The parentsbe mutual concern, support and co-operation in the family of the police.  The parentsbe mutual concern, support and co-operation in the family of the police.  The parents

should be impartial and should not spoil their children.  But when their childrenshould be impartial and should not spoil their children.  But when their childrenshould be impartial and should not spoil their children.  But when their childrenshould be impartial and should not spoil their children.  But when their children

have grounds, they should have no fear of high power and stand firm in accordancehave grounds, they should have no fear of high power and stand firm in accordancehave grounds, they should have no fear of high power and stand firm in accordancehave grounds, they should have no fear of high power and stand firm in accordance

with reason.  I believe what those low and middle ranking police officers ask forwith reason.  I believe what those low and middle ranking police officers ask forwith reason.  I believe what those low and middle ranking police officers ask forwith reason.  I believe what those low and middle ranking police officers ask for

is not a general who can "always win", but an understanding and sincere superior.is not a general who can "always win", but an understanding and sincere superior.is not a general who can "always win", but an understanding and sincere superior.is not a general who can "always win", but an understanding and sincere superior.

Secondly, the support of the Legal Department and the JudiciaSecondly, the support of the Legal Department and the JudiciaSecondly, the support of the Legal Department and the JudiciaSecondly, the support of the Legal Department and the Judiciary to the police.ry to the police.ry to the police.ry to the police.

It is commonplace that police officers spend a lot of time and efforts in detectingIt is commonplace that police officers spend a lot of time and efforts in detectingIt is commonplace that police officers spend a lot of time and efforts in detectingIt is commonplace that police officers spend a lot of time and efforts in detecting

a case.  With ample evidence, the Legal Department successfully brings about thea case.  With ample evidence, the Legal Department successfully brings about thea case.  With ample evidence, the Legal Department successfully brings about thea case.  With ample evidence, the Legal Department successfully brings about the

conviction of the defendant.  The criminal, however, will become complacent over theconviction of the defendant.  The criminal, however, will become complacent over theconviction of the defendant.  The criminal, however, will become complacent over theconviction of the defendant.  The criminal, however, will become complacent over the

lenient sentence and even mock at police officers for wasting efforts.  Suchlenient sentence and even mock at police officers for wasting efforts.  Suchlenient sentence and even mock at police officers for wasting efforts.  Suchlenient sentence and even mock at police officers for wasting efforts.  Such

frustration often occurs to the police and is a serious blow to their morale.  Thoughfrustration often occurs to the police and is a serious blow to their morale.  Thoughfrustration often occurs to the police and is a serious blow to their morale.  Thoughfrustration often occurs to the police and is a serious blow to their morale.  Though

it is not totally wrong for judicial officers to discharge their duties with ait is not totally wrong for judicial officers to discharge their duties with ait is not totally wrong for judicial officers to discharge their duties with ait is not totally wrong for judicial officers to discharge their duties with a

forgiving heart, their deeds have posed various blows to law-enforcing officers.forgiving heart, their deeds have posed various blows to law-enforcing officers.forgiving heart, their deeds have posed various blows to law-enforcing officers.forgiving heart, their deeds have posed various blows to law-enforcing officers.

Police officers pay costly but their reward is meagre, and they become the subjectPolice officers pay costly but their reward is meagre, and they become the subjectPolice officers pay costly but their reward is meagre, and they become the subjectPolice officers pay costly but their reward is meagre, and they become the subject

of mockery.  Moreover, those who intend to break the law are encouraged to do so sinceof mockery.  Moreover, those who intend to break the law are encouraged to do so sinceof mockery.  Moreover, those who intend to break the law are encouraged to do so sinceof mockery.  Moreover, those who intend to break the law are encouraged to do so since

they may think that, with good counsel, they may not be convicted even though theythey may think that, with good counsel, they may not be convicted even though theythey may think that, with good counsel, they may not be convicted even though theythey may think that, with good counsel, they may not be convicted even though they

are arrested and conviction only means that they will be imprisoned for several monthsare arrested and conviction only means that they will be imprisoned for several monthsare arrested and conviction only means that they will be imprisoned for several monthsare arrested and conviction only means that they will be imprisoned for several months

or years which, in their view, may perhaps be worth the risk.  Citizens who braceor years which, in their view, may perhaps be worth the risk.  Citizens who braceor years which, in their view, may perhaps be worth the risk.  Citizens who braceor years which, in their view, may perhaps be worth the risk.  Citizens who brace

themselves for testimony are worried about the danger of falling victims tothemselves for testimony are worried about the danger of falling victims tothemselves for testimony are worried about the danger of falling victims tothemselves for testimony are worried about the danger of falling victims to

retaliation of criminals released from prisons as their identity has been disclosed.retaliation of criminals released from prisons as their identity has been disclosed.retaliation of criminals released from prisons as their identity has been disclosed.retaliation of criminals released from prisons as their identity has been disclosed.

The brief sentence that convicts have to face makes witnesses feel more insecure.The brief sentence that convicts have to face makes witnesses feel more insecure.The brief sentence that convicts have to face makes witnesses feel more insecure.The brief sentence that convicts have to face makes witnesses feel more insecure.

The Legal Department has the power to appeal if it considers a sentence too lenient.The Legal Department has the power to appeal if it considers a sentence too lenient.The Legal Department has the power to appeal if it considers a sentence too lenient.The Legal Department has the power to appeal if it considers a sentence too lenient.

However, the department usually determines whether an appeal should be made from aHowever, the department usually determines whether an appeal should be made from aHowever, the department usually determines whether an appeal should be made from aHowever, the department usually determines whether an appeal should be made from a

purely legal point of view.  From a legal point of view, it is reasonable that onepurely legal point of view.  From a legal point of view, it is reasonable that onepurely legal point of view.  From a legal point of view, it is reasonable that onepurely legal point of view.  From a legal point of view, it is reasonable that one

should not go into a battle unless one is confident to win.  Unfortunately, the wishshould not go into a battle unless one is confident to win.  Unfortunately, the wishshould not go into a battle unless one is confident to win.  Unfortunately, the wishshould not go into a battle unless one is confident to win.  Unfortunately, the wish

of the public and the efforts of the police are not given due consideration.  Forof the public and the efforts of the police are not given due consideration.  Forof the public and the efforts of the police are not given due consideration.  Forof the public and the efforts of the police are not given due consideration.  For

example, there are only a few complaint cases that are related to abuse of power byexample, there are only a few complaint cases that are related to abuse of power byexample, there are only a few complaint cases that are related to abuse of power byexample, there are only a few complaint cases that are related to abuse of power by

police officers.  Every such case will be thoroughly investigated by the Complaintpolice officers.  Every such case will be thoroughly investigated by the Complaintpolice officers.  Every such case will be thoroughly investigated by the Complaintpolice officers.  Every such case will be thoroughly investigated by the Complaint

Against Police Office and cross-examined by the Police Complaint Committee.  ActionAgainst Police Office and cross-examined by the Police Complaint Committee.  ActionAgainst Police Office and cross-examined by the Police Complaint Committee.  ActionAgainst Police Office and cross-examined by the Police Complaint Committee.  Action

will immediately be taken if a case is substantiated.  However, for those cases whichwill immediately be taken if a case is substantiated.  However, for those cases whichwill immediately be taken if a case is substantiated.  However, for those cases whichwill immediately be taken if a case is substantiated.  However, for those cases which

are obviously false accusations and which have been proved so, most of them are leftare obviously false accusations and which have been proved so, most of them are leftare obviously false accusations and which have been proved so, most of them are leftare obviously false accusations and which have been proved so, most of them are left

unpursued and only a small number of persons who have lodged false accusations areunpursued and only a small number of persons who have lodged false accusations areunpursued and only a small number of persons who have lodged false accusations areunpursued and only a small number of persons who have lodged false accusations are



brought to the court.  I believe that the public should have the right to complainbrought to the court.  I believe that the public should have the right to complainbrought to the court.  I believe that the public should have the right to complainbrought to the court.  I believe that the public should have the right to complain

against the abuse of power by police officers.  But those who make false accusationsagainst the abuse of power by police officers.  But those who make false accusationsagainst the abuse of power by police officers.  But those who make false accusationsagainst the abuse of power by police officers.  But those who make false accusations

should also be punished.  I wish the Legal Department will look into this matter.should also be punished.  I wish the Legal Department will look into this matter.should also be punished.  I wish the Legal Department will look into this matter.should also be punished.  I wish the Legal Department will look into this matter.

In a word, I hope that due consideration will be given to the morale of the policeIn a word, I hope that due consideration will be given to the morale of the policeIn a word, I hope that due consideration will be given to the morale of the policeIn a word, I hope that due consideration will be given to the morale of the police

and the reaction of the public in judicial procedure.  To be lenient to those whoand the reaction of the public in judicial procedure.  To be lenient to those whoand the reaction of the public in judicial procedure.  To be lenient to those whoand the reaction of the public in judicial procedure.  To be lenient to those who

break the law is to ignore the victims, to mock at those who are law-abiding and tobreak the law is to ignore the victims, to mock at those who are law-abiding and tobreak the law is to ignore the victims, to mock at those who are law-abiding and tobreak the law is to ignore the victims, to mock at those who are law-abiding and to

give a blow to law-enforcing officers.give a blow to law-enforcing officers.give a blow to law-enforcing officers.give a blow to law-enforcing officers.

Thirdly, the support of the Legislative Council to the police.  If theThirdly, the support of the Legislative Council to the police.  If theThirdly, the support of the Legislative Council to the police.  If theThirdly, the support of the Legislative Council to the police.  If the

Legislative Council really wants to reflect public opinion, we should not hesitateLegislative Council really wants to reflect public opinion, we should not hesitateLegislative Council really wants to reflect public opinion, we should not hesitateLegislative Council really wants to reflect public opinion, we should not hesitate

to support the police.  When we think that the sentences in respect of certain crimesto support the police.  When we think that the sentences in respect of certain crimesto support the police.  When we think that the sentences in respect of certain crimesto support the police.  When we think that the sentences in respect of certain crimes

are lenient, we can raise the maximum penalty for such crimes through legislation,are lenient, we can raise the maximum penalty for such crimes through legislation,are lenient, we can raise the maximum penalty for such crimes through legislation,are lenient, we can raise the maximum penalty for such crimes through legislation,

we can question the Legal Department why it does not make appeal, and we can expresswe can question the Legal Department why it does not make appeal, and we can expresswe can question the Legal Department why it does not make appeal, and we can expresswe can question the Legal Department why it does not make appeal, and we can express

our views on the subject.  However, we cannot interfere with the independence of theour views on the subject.  However, we cannot interfere with the independence of theour views on the subject.  However, we cannot interfere with the independence of theour views on the subject.  However, we cannot interfere with the independence of the

Judiciary.  Nevertheless, it is the Bill of Rights (BOR) that has influenced theJudiciary.  Nevertheless, it is the Bill of Rights (BOR) that has influenced theJudiciary.  Nevertheless, it is the Bill of Rights (BOR) that has influenced theJudiciary.  Nevertheless, it is the Bill of Rights (BOR) that has influenced the

morale of the police.  I recall that when the BOR was passed there was a very clearmorale of the police.  I recall that when the BOR was passed there was a very clearmorale of the police.  I recall that when the BOR was passed there was a very clearmorale of the police.  I recall that when the BOR was passed there was a very clear

consensus in this Council that a balance must be struck between human rights and lawconsensus in this Council that a balance must be struck between human rights and lawconsensus in this Council that a balance must be struck between human rights and lawconsensus in this Council that a balance must be struck between human rights and law

and order.  In other words, we do not hope that the BOR would undermine too much theand order.  In other words, we do not hope that the BOR would undermine too much theand order.  In other words, we do not hope that the BOR would undermine too much theand order.  In other words, we do not hope that the BOR would undermine too much the

ability of the police to prevent crime and to carry out investigation.  Otherwiseability of the police to prevent crime and to carry out investigation.  Otherwiseability of the police to prevent crime and to carry out investigation.  Otherwiseability of the police to prevent crime and to carry out investigation.  Otherwise

it will lead to law and order problems and law-abiding citizens will have to suffer.it will lead to law and order problems and law-abiding citizens will have to suffer.it will lead to law and order problems and law-abiding citizens will have to suffer.it will lead to law and order problems and law-abiding citizens will have to suffer.

In this Session, however, I have observed two problems.  The first problem is relatedIn this Session, however, I have observed two problems.  The first problem is relatedIn this Session, however, I have observed two problems.  The first problem is relatedIn this Session, however, I have observed two problems.  The first problem is related

to the study of new legislation.  One argument is that consideration should not beto the study of new legislation.  One argument is that consideration should not beto the study of new legislation.  One argument is that consideration should not beto the study of new legislation.  One argument is that consideration should not be

given to any legislation which may come into conflict with the BOR.  The word "may"given to any legislation which may come into conflict with the BOR.  The word "may"given to any legislation which may come into conflict with the BOR.  The word "may"given to any legislation which may come into conflict with the BOR.  The word "may"

is a problem.  It is easy for a prominent lawyer to justify that a piece of legislationis a problem.  It is easy for a prominent lawyer to justify that a piece of legislationis a problem.  It is easy for a prominent lawyer to justify that a piece of legislationis a problem.  It is easy for a prominent lawyer to justify that a piece of legislation

"may" come into conflict with the BOR.  Similarly, it is also easy for another lawyer"may" come into conflict with the BOR.  Similarly, it is also easy for another lawyer"may" come into conflict with the BOR.  Similarly, it is also easy for another lawyer"may" come into conflict with the BOR.  Similarly, it is also easy for another lawyer

to justify that it "may not" come into conflict with the BOR.  The problem of "may"to justify that it "may not" come into conflict with the BOR.  The problem of "may"to justify that it "may not" come into conflict with the BOR.  The problem of "may"to justify that it "may not" come into conflict with the BOR.  The problem of "may"

or "may not" can only be determined by the court.  Members of this Council must giveor "may not" can only be determined by the court.  Members of this Council must giveor "may not" can only be determined by the court.  Members of this Council must giveor "may not" can only be determined by the court.  Members of this Council must give

prudent consideration to the problem of "may" and "may not".  If no definiteprudent consideration to the problem of "may" and "may not".  If no definiteprudent consideration to the problem of "may" and "may not".  If no definiteprudent consideration to the problem of "may" and "may not".  If no definite

conclusion can be drawn or there is a higher probability of "may not" and theconclusion can be drawn or there is a higher probability of "may not" and theconclusion can be drawn or there is a higher probability of "may not" and theconclusion can be drawn or there is a higher probability of "may not" and the

legislation in question will have positive effects on the protection of law and order,legislation in question will have positive effects on the protection of law and order,legislation in question will have positive effects on the protection of law and order,legislation in question will have positive effects on the protection of law and order,

I think that we should give our support.  The second problem is related to theI think that we should give our support.  The second problem is related to theI think that we should give our support.  The second problem is related to theI think that we should give our support.  The second problem is related to the

reduction of police power which mainly affects crime prevention.  For instance, itreduction of police power which mainly affects crime prevention.  For instance, itreduction of police power which mainly affects crime prevention.  For instance, itreduction of police power which mainly affects crime prevention.  For instance, it

is highly possible that the loitering offence will be abolished because of the BOR.is highly possible that the loitering offence will be abolished because of the BOR.is highly possible that the loitering offence will be abolished because of the BOR.is highly possible that the loitering offence will be abolished because of the BOR.

But in the past, it had been a means of which the police had made use to deter thoseBut in the past, it had been a means of which the police had made use to deter thoseBut in the past, it had been a means of which the police had made use to deter thoseBut in the past, it had been a means of which the police had made use to deter those

who intended to commit crimes.  I hope my colleagues in this Council can use theirwho intended to commit crimes.  I hope my colleagues in this Council can use theirwho intended to commit crimes.  I hope my colleagues in this Council can use theirwho intended to commit crimes.  I hope my colleagues in this Council can use their

collective wisdom to find out a good method by which the police can continue to preventcollective wisdom to find out a good method by which the police can continue to preventcollective wisdom to find out a good method by which the police can continue to preventcollective wisdom to find out a good method by which the police can continue to prevent

crime and which gives protection to human rights of the public.  Otherwise, thosecrime and which gives protection to human rights of the public.  Otherwise, thosecrime and which gives protection to human rights of the public.  Otherwise, thosecrime and which gives protection to human rights of the public.  Otherwise, those

law-abiding citizens who need human rights protection will have to pay for the BOR.law-abiding citizens who need human rights protection will have to pay for the BOR.law-abiding citizens who need human rights protection will have to pay for the BOR.law-abiding citizens who need human rights protection will have to pay for the BOR.



The police will be forced to stand by with arms folded and cannot take action untilThe police will be forced to stand by with arms folded and cannot take action untilThe police will be forced to stand by with arms folded and cannot take action untilThe police will be forced to stand by with arms folded and cannot take action until

crimes occur.  Then, it will not be surprising, that the police morale is low.crimes occur.  Then, it will not be surprising, that the police morale is low.crimes occur.  Then, it will not be surprising, that the police morale is low.crimes occur.  Then, it will not be surprising, that the police morale is low.

Fourthly, the central government.  In order to control public expenditure, theFourthly, the central government.  In order to control public expenditure, theFourthly, the central government.  In order to control public expenditure, theFourthly, the central government.  In order to control public expenditure, the

Financial Secretary has instructed various departments to trim down expenses beforeFinancial Secretary has instructed various departments to trim down expenses beforeFinancial Secretary has instructed various departments to trim down expenses beforeFinancial Secretary has instructed various departments to trim down expenses before

allocation can be considered.  This is a reasonable procedure.  But according to theallocation can be considered.  This is a reasonable procedure.  But according to theallocation can be considered.  This is a reasonable procedure.  But according to theallocation can be considered.  This is a reasonable procedure.  But according to the

police, the posts in the Police Force that have been deleted are in fact vacant posts.police, the posts in the Police Force that have been deleted are in fact vacant posts.police, the posts in the Police Force that have been deleted are in fact vacant posts.police, the posts in the Police Force that have been deleted are in fact vacant posts.

The cut therefore does not affect the actual strength of the Force.  NeverthelessThe cut therefore does not affect the actual strength of the Force.  NeverthelessThe cut therefore does not affect the actual strength of the Force.  NeverthelessThe cut therefore does not affect the actual strength of the Force.  Nevertheless

we all know that the police is lacking sufficient manpower for street patrols; andwe all know that the police is lacking sufficient manpower for street patrols; andwe all know that the police is lacking sufficient manpower for street patrols; andwe all know that the police is lacking sufficient manpower for street patrols; and

it has experienced difficulties in recruiting rank and file officers.  Whenit has experienced difficulties in recruiting rank and file officers.  Whenit has experienced difficulties in recruiting rank and file officers.  Whenit has experienced difficulties in recruiting rank and file officers.  When

questioned by Members of the OMELCO Security Panel, the Commissioner of Police, whoquestioned by Members of the OMELCO Security Panel, the Commissioner of Police, whoquestioned by Members of the OMELCO Security Panel, the Commissioner of Police, whoquestioned by Members of the OMELCO Security Panel, the Commissioner of Police, who

is always a reticent and prudent person, finally admits that the salary level of rankis always a reticent and prudent person, finally admits that the salary level of rankis always a reticent and prudent person, finally admits that the salary level of rankis always a reticent and prudent person, finally admits that the salary level of rank

and file officers should be adjusted.  We understand that recommendations on the rateand file officers should be adjusted.  We understand that recommendations on the rateand file officers should be adjusted.  We understand that recommendations on the rateand file officers should be adjusted.  We understand that recommendations on the rate

of adjustment are under preparation.  I do not believe that salary increase is theof adjustment are under preparation.  I do not believe that salary increase is theof adjustment are under preparation.  I do not believe that salary increase is theof adjustment are under preparation.  I do not believe that salary increase is the

only means to boost the morale.  However, a suitable level of salary and promotiononly means to boost the morale.  However, a suitable level of salary and promotiononly means to boost the morale.  However, a suitable level of salary and promotiononly means to boost the morale.  However, a suitable level of salary and promotion

prospect can reflect that the danger and difficult tasks faced by the police areprospect can reflect that the danger and difficult tasks faced by the police areprospect can reflect that the danger and difficult tasks faced by the police areprospect can reflect that the danger and difficult tasks faced by the police are

recognized.  I therefore hope that the central Government, including the Financerecognized.  I therefore hope that the central Government, including the Financerecognized.  I therefore hope that the central Government, including the Financerecognized.  I therefore hope that the central Government, including the Finance

Branch, the Civil Service Branch and the Disciplined Service Committee should studyBranch, the Civil Service Branch and the Disciplined Service Committee should studyBranch, the Civil Service Branch and the Disciplined Service Committee should studyBranch, the Civil Service Branch and the Disciplined Service Committee should study

the problem as soon as possible.  In addition to support in respect of resources,the problem as soon as possible.  In addition to support in respect of resources,the problem as soon as possible.  In addition to support in respect of resources,the problem as soon as possible.  In addition to support in respect of resources,

the central government should reflect through the Political Advisor and the Britishthe central government should reflect through the Political Advisor and the Britishthe central government should reflect through the Political Advisor and the Britishthe central government should reflect through the Political Advisor and the British

Foreign Office regularly to Beijing the problems at the marine border.  The marineForeign Office regularly to Beijing the problems at the marine border.  The marineForeign Office regularly to Beijing the problems at the marine border.  The marineForeign Office regularly to Beijing the problems at the marine border.  The marine

police should not be subject to unnecessary interference or threats from the Chinesepolice should not be subject to unnecessary interference or threats from the Chinesepolice should not be subject to unnecessary interference or threats from the Chinesepolice should not be subject to unnecessary interference or threats from the Chinese

side.side.side.side.

In view of the fact that firearms are in most cases smuggled from or via theIn view of the fact that firearms are in most cases smuggled from or via theIn view of the fact that firearms are in most cases smuggled from or via theIn view of the fact that firearms are in most cases smuggled from or via the

Mainland into the territory and that they are used by unlawful elements for illegalMainland into the territory and that they are used by unlawful elements for illegalMainland into the territory and that they are used by unlawful elements for illegalMainland into the territory and that they are used by unlawful elements for illegal

purposes which may endanger the lives of the public and the policemen, the Governmentpurposes which may endanger the lives of the public and the policemen, the Governmentpurposes which may endanger the lives of the public and the policemen, the Governmentpurposes which may endanger the lives of the public and the policemen, the Government

should continue to discuss this matter with high ranking officers in Beijing andshould continue to discuss this matter with high ranking officers in Beijing andshould continue to discuss this matter with high ranking officers in Beijing andshould continue to discuss this matter with high ranking officers in Beijing and

Guangdong with the object of identifying an effective way to provide co-operationGuangdong with the object of identifying an effective way to provide co-operationGuangdong with the object of identifying an effective way to provide co-operationGuangdong with the object of identifying an effective way to provide co-operation

and assistance to the Chinese public security authorities in their investigation soand assistance to the Chinese public security authorities in their investigation soand assistance to the Chinese public security authorities in their investigation soand assistance to the Chinese public security authorities in their investigation so

as to prevent armed robberies and smuggling activities.as to prevent armed robberies and smuggling activities.as to prevent armed robberies and smuggling activities.as to prevent armed robberies and smuggling activities.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public order is the pillar ofMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public order is the pillar ofMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public order is the pillar ofMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, public order is the pillar of

a stable and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, the law and order situation in Honga stable and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, the law and order situation in Honga stable and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, the law and order situation in Honga stable and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, the law and order situation in Hong

Kong is getting from bad to worse lately.  If the Government does not make strenuousKong is getting from bad to worse lately.  If the Government does not make strenuousKong is getting from bad to worse lately.  If the Government does not make strenuousKong is getting from bad to worse lately.  If the Government does not make strenuous



efforts to tackle the problem as early as possible, I am afraid the law and orderefforts to tackle the problem as early as possible, I am afraid the law and orderefforts to tackle the problem as early as possible, I am afraid the law and orderefforts to tackle the problem as early as possible, I am afraid the law and order

problem will become another major reason for Hong Kong people to emigrate.  It willproblem will become another major reason for Hong Kong people to emigrate.  It willproblem will become another major reason for Hong Kong people to emigrate.  It willproblem will become another major reason for Hong Kong people to emigrate.  It will

also drive away investors and tourists.  The consequence can be more serious thanalso drive away investors and tourists.  The consequence can be more serious thanalso drive away investors and tourists.  The consequence can be more serious thanalso drive away investors and tourists.  The consequence can be more serious than

we can imagine.we can imagine.we can imagine.we can imagine.

I am not trying to be an alarmist.  As a matter of fact, that 50 shots have I am not trying to be an alarmist.  As a matter of fact, that 50 shots have I am not trying to be an alarmist.  As a matter of fact, that 50 shots have I am not trying to be an alarmist.  As a matter of fact, that 50 shots have beenbeenbeenbeen

fired in yesterday's chain robbery in Sham Shui Po and the recent jewellery shopfired in yesterday's chain robbery in Sham Shui Po and the recent jewellery shopfired in yesterday's chain robbery in Sham Shui Po and the recent jewellery shopfired in yesterday's chain robbery in Sham Shui Po and the recent jewellery shop

robbery in To Kwa Wan tell us very clearly that criminal syndicates nowadays arerobbery in To Kwa Wan tell us very clearly that criminal syndicates nowadays arerobbery in To Kwa Wan tell us very clearly that criminal syndicates nowadays arerobbery in To Kwa Wan tell us very clearly that criminal syndicates nowadays are

well-equipped with firearms.  And gangsters are so fierce and ruthless that they willwell-equipped with firearms.  And gangsters are so fierce and ruthless that they willwell-equipped with firearms.  And gangsters are so fierce and ruthless that they willwell-equipped with firearms.  And gangsters are so fierce and ruthless that they will

shoot at close range at totally unarmed and defenceless shop attendants and policemen.shoot at close range at totally unarmed and defenceless shop attendants and policemen.shoot at close range at totally unarmed and defenceless shop attendants and policemen.shoot at close range at totally unarmed and defenceless shop attendants and policemen.

This is open defiance of the law.This is open defiance of the law.This is open defiance of the law.This is open defiance of the law.

Apart from armed robberies, cases of smuggling by sea and car theft are runningApart from armed robberies, cases of smuggling by sea and car theft are runningApart from armed robberies, cases of smuggling by sea and car theft are runningApart from armed robberies, cases of smuggling by sea and car theft are running

rampant again after a very brief quiet period.  As far as I know, even if the policerampant again after a very brief quiet period.  As far as I know, even if the policerampant again after a very brief quiet period.  As far as I know, even if the policerampant again after a very brief quiet period.  As far as I know, even if the police

was able to get hold of information about the time and place of these smugglingwas able to get hold of information about the time and place of these smugglingwas able to get hold of information about the time and place of these smugglingwas able to get hold of information about the time and place of these smuggling

activities, police officers were often unable to stop the smugglers who were equippedactivities, police officers were often unable to stop the smugglers who were equippedactivities, police officers were often unable to stop the smugglers who were equippedactivities, police officers were often unable to stop the smugglers who were equipped

with firearms and high-power speedboats.  As for car theft, gangsters are now openlywith firearms and high-power speedboats.  As for car theft, gangsters are now openlywith firearms and high-power speedboats.  As for car theft, gangsters are now openlywith firearms and high-power speedboats.  As for car theft, gangsters are now openly

robbing cars from car owners in carparks.  The situation is indeed alarming.  Doesrobbing cars from car owners in carparks.  The situation is indeed alarming.  Doesrobbing cars from car owners in carparks.  The situation is indeed alarming.  Doesrobbing cars from car owners in carparks.  The situation is indeed alarming.  Does

this reflect on the inadequacy of the strength of our police force or weakness inthis reflect on the inadequacy of the strength of our police force or weakness inthis reflect on the inadequacy of the strength of our police force or weakness inthis reflect on the inadequacy of the strength of our police force or weakness in

the amendment Ordinance enacted last year?  It is imperative that the Administrationthe amendment Ordinance enacted last year?  It is imperative that the Administrationthe amendment Ordinance enacted last year?  It is imperative that the Administrationthe amendment Ordinance enacted last year?  It is imperative that the Administration

should review the situation.should review the situation.should review the situation.should review the situation.

While anti-smuggling operations at sea are highly dangerous and the performanceWhile anti-smuggling operations at sea are highly dangerous and the performanceWhile anti-smuggling operations at sea are highly dangerous and the performanceWhile anti-smuggling operations at sea are highly dangerous and the performance

of the valiant police officers are commendable, I think our police force can do stillof the valiant police officers are commendable, I think our police force can do stillof the valiant police officers are commendable, I think our police force can do stillof the valiant police officers are commendable, I think our police force can do still

better.  To say the least, the police have not exhausted all possible means to stopbetter.  To say the least, the police have not exhausted all possible means to stopbetter.  To say the least, the police have not exhausted all possible means to stopbetter.  To say the least, the police have not exhausted all possible means to stop

the smugglers such as firing from helicopters to destroy the engine of the high-the smugglers such as firing from helicopters to destroy the engine of the high-the smugglers such as firing from helicopters to destroy the engine of the high-the smugglers such as firing from helicopters to destroy the engine of the high-

power speedboats to slow them down for the pursuing Marine Police launches, orpower speedboats to slow them down for the pursuing Marine Police launches, orpower speedboats to slow them down for the pursuing Marine Police launches, orpower speedboats to slow them down for the pursuing Marine Police launches, or

dropping water bombs or nets from helicopters to reduce the speed of the speedboats.dropping water bombs or nets from helicopters to reduce the speed of the speedboats.dropping water bombs or nets from helicopters to reduce the speed of the speedboats.dropping water bombs or nets from helicopters to reduce the speed of the speedboats.

In fact, the police did successfully intercept high-power speedboats before byIn fact, the police did successfully intercept high-power speedboats before byIn fact, the police did successfully intercept high-power speedboats before byIn fact, the police did successfully intercept high-power speedboats before by

setting up a water barrier at the Tolo Harbour.  Why do they not use the same methodsetting up a water barrier at the Tolo Harbour.  Why do they not use the same methodsetting up a water barrier at the Tolo Harbour.  Why do they not use the same methodsetting up a water barrier at the Tolo Harbour.  Why do they not use the same method

again?again?again?again?

It is indisputable that the police plays a very imIt is indisputable that the police plays a very imIt is indisputable that the police plays a very imIt is indisputable that the police plays a very important role in the maintenanceportant role in the maintenanceportant role in the maintenanceportant role in the maintenance

of law and order.  The question is how the police force can further improve theof law and order.  The question is how the police force can further improve theof law and order.  The question is how the police force can further improve theof law and order.  The question is how the police force can further improve the

detection rate of 50% to 60% when it is faced with a manpower shortage as well asdetection rate of 50% to 60% when it is faced with a manpower shortage as well asdetection rate of 50% to 60% when it is faced with a manpower shortage as well asdetection rate of 50% to 60% when it is faced with a manpower shortage as well as

low morale.  Since the most tedious crimes lately involve professional criminals fromlow morale.  Since the most tedious crimes lately involve professional criminals fromlow morale.  Since the most tedious crimes lately involve professional criminals fromlow morale.  Since the most tedious crimes lately involve professional criminals from

Mainland China, I think it is important that the police force should step up co-Mainland China, I think it is important that the police force should step up co-Mainland China, I think it is important that the police force should step up co-Mainland China, I think it is important that the police force should step up co-

operation with the law enforcement authorities in China, especially in the exchangeoperation with the law enforcement authorities in China, especially in the exchangeoperation with the law enforcement authorities in China, especially in the exchangeoperation with the law enforcement authorities in China, especially in the exchange



of intelligence.  As there are signs to show that mainland crime syndicates involvingof intelligence.  As there are signs to show that mainland crime syndicates involvingof intelligence.  As there are signs to show that mainland crime syndicates involvingof intelligence.  As there are signs to show that mainland crime syndicates involving

in smuggling activities may be harboured by members of the Chinese Communist Party,in smuggling activities may be harboured by members of the Chinese Communist Party,in smuggling activities may be harboured by members of the Chinese Communist Party,in smuggling activities may be harboured by members of the Chinese Communist Party,

Hong Kong Government should seek the co-operation of the Chinese authorities toHong Kong Government should seek the co-operation of the Chinese authorities toHong Kong Government should seek the co-operation of the Chinese authorities toHong Kong Government should seek the co-operation of the Chinese authorities to

eliminate such corrupt activities through contacts between high level officials ofeliminate such corrupt activities through contacts between high level officials ofeliminate such corrupt activities through contacts between high level officials ofeliminate such corrupt activities through contacts between high level officials of

the two governments.  This will help cut off the route of retreat of the criminals.the two governments.  This will help cut off the route of retreat of the criminals.the two governments.  This will help cut off the route of retreat of the criminals.the two governments.  This will help cut off the route of retreat of the criminals.

In fact, the Chinese Government can do a lot more to help fighting crime in Hong Kong.In fact, the Chinese Government can do a lot more to help fighting crime in Hong Kong.In fact, the Chinese Government can do a lot more to help fighting crime in Hong Kong.In fact, the Chinese Government can do a lot more to help fighting crime in Hong Kong.

Just like what we are doing in Hong Kong, the Chinese Government can enact laws toJust like what we are doing in Hong Kong, the Chinese Government can enact laws toJust like what we are doing in Hong Kong, the Chinese Government can enact laws toJust like what we are doing in Hong Kong, the Chinese Government can enact laws to

control the manufacture of high-power speedboats.  The Chinese Government shouldcontrol the manufacture of high-power speedboats.  The Chinese Government shouldcontrol the manufacture of high-power speedboats.  The Chinese Government shouldcontrol the manufacture of high-power speedboats.  The Chinese Government should

understand that Hong Kong's prosperity will be at stake if its stability is shaken.understand that Hong Kong's prosperity will be at stake if its stability is shaken.understand that Hong Kong's prosperity will be at stake if its stability is shaken.understand that Hong Kong's prosperity will be at stake if its stability is shaken.

The police force can also help boost the detection rate by securing the co-The police force can also help boost the detection rate by securing the co-The police force can also help boost the detection rate by securing the co-The police force can also help boost the detection rate by securing the co-

operation and trust of the public.  Police should first of all streamline crimeoperation and trust of the public.  Police should first of all streamline crimeoperation and trust of the public.  Police should first of all streamline crimeoperation and trust of the public.  Police should first of all streamline crime

reporting and identification procedures, and to use one-way viewers in identificationreporting and identification procedures, and to use one-way viewers in identificationreporting and identification procedures, and to use one-way viewers in identificationreporting and identification procedures, and to use one-way viewers in identification

parades in all police stations.  This will encourage the public to report crime toparades in all police stations.  This will encourage the public to report crime toparades in all police stations.  This will encourage the public to report crime toparades in all police stations.  This will encourage the public to report crime to

the police more readily.the police more readily.the police more readily.the police more readily.

While great emphasis may have been placed on improving detection rate in the fightWhile great emphasis may have been placed on improving detection rate in the fightWhile great emphasis may have been placed on improving detection rate in the fightWhile great emphasis may have been placed on improving detection rate in the fight

against crime, we must not overlook the importance of boosting police morale, steppingagainst crime, we must not overlook the importance of boosting police morale, steppingagainst crime, we must not overlook the importance of boosting police morale, steppingagainst crime, we must not overlook the importance of boosting police morale, stepping

up police patrol in busy streets and upgrading police equipment to discourageup police patrol in busy streets and upgrading police equipment to discourageup police patrol in busy streets and upgrading police equipment to discourageup police patrol in busy streets and upgrading police equipment to discourage

criminals.  I am glad to learn that the authorities are thinking about issuing morecriminals.  I am glad to learn that the authorities are thinking about issuing morecriminals.  I am glad to learn that the authorities are thinking about issuing morecriminals.  I am glad to learn that the authorities are thinking about issuing more

bullets to police officers.  But it is more important that we should improve policebullets to police officers.  But it is more important that we should improve policebullets to police officers.  But it is more important that we should improve policebullets to police officers.  But it is more important that we should improve police

officers' marksmanship, and relax the restriction on their use of firearms.  Thisofficers' marksmanship, and relax the restriction on their use of firearms.  Thisofficers' marksmanship, and relax the restriction on their use of firearms.  Thisofficers' marksmanship, and relax the restriction on their use of firearms.  This

is especially important for police officers performing anti-smuggling duties on theis especially important for police officers performing anti-smuggling duties on theis especially important for police officers performing anti-smuggling duties on theis especially important for police officers performing anti-smuggling duties on the

sea.sea.sea.sea.

I have always supported the use of heavy punishments in turbulent times becauseI have always supported the use of heavy punishments in turbulent times becauseI have always supported the use of heavy punishments in turbulent times becauseI have always supported the use of heavy punishments in turbulent times because

we will otherwise be unable to deter the criminals or raise the opportunity cost ofwe will otherwise be unable to deter the criminals or raise the opportunity cost ofwe will otherwise be unable to deter the criminals or raise the opportunity cost ofwe will otherwise be unable to deter the criminals or raise the opportunity cost of

committing crimes.  Judging by the severity of the crimes, I think the punishmentscommitting crimes.  Judging by the severity of the crimes, I think the punishmentscommitting crimes.  Judging by the severity of the crimes, I think the punishmentscommitting crimes.  Judging by the severity of the crimes, I think the punishments

meted out by the courts to the criminals have been too lenient.  May I take thismeted out by the courts to the criminals have been too lenient.  May I take thismeted out by the courts to the criminals have been too lenient.  May I take thismeted out by the courts to the criminals have been too lenient.  May I take this

opportunity to appeal to the judiciary and the legal profession to consider ways toopportunity to appeal to the judiciary and the legal profession to consider ways toopportunity to appeal to the judiciary and the legal profession to consider ways toopportunity to appeal to the judiciary and the legal profession to consider ways to

make criminals pay a dearer price for their wrongdoings.make criminals pay a dearer price for their wrongdoings.make criminals pay a dearer price for their wrongdoings.make criminals pay a dearer price for their wrongdoings.

Mr Deputy President, it is gratifying to learn that the increase in the provisionMr Deputy President, it is gratifying to learn that the increase in the provisionMr Deputy President, it is gratifying to learn that the increase in the provisionMr Deputy President, it is gratifying to learn that the increase in the provision

for the police force for the coming financial year will be the biggest among the fivefor the police force for the coming financial year will be the biggest among the fivefor the police force for the coming financial year will be the biggest among the fivefor the police force for the coming financial year will be the biggest among the five

disciplinary forces.  As a matter of fact, I believe the citizens will rather makedisciplinary forces.  As a matter of fact, I believe the citizens will rather makedisciplinary forces.  As a matter of fact, I believe the citizens will rather makedisciplinary forces.  As a matter of fact, I believe the citizens will rather make

some sacrifices elsewhere to ensure that our law and order is properly maintained.some sacrifices elsewhere to ensure that our law and order is properly maintained.some sacrifices elsewhere to ensure that our law and order is properly maintained.some sacrifices elsewhere to ensure that our law and order is properly maintained.

With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.



MR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it is the hope of every memberMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it is the hope of every memberMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it is the hope of every memberMR MARTIN LEE (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, it is the hope of every member

of the Hong Kong community to be able to live and work peacefully and happily.  Theof the Hong Kong community to be able to live and work peacefully and happily.  Theof the Hong Kong community to be able to live and work peacefully and happily.  Theof the Hong Kong community to be able to live and work peacefully and happily.  The

precondition to this is the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong, and moreprecondition to this is the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong, and moreprecondition to this is the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong, and moreprecondition to this is the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong, and more

importantly, a safe and law-abiding society.  However, the Administration, as I haveimportantly, a safe and law-abiding society.  However, the Administration, as I haveimportantly, a safe and law-abiding society.  However, the Administration, as I haveimportantly, a safe and law-abiding society.  However, the Administration, as I have

already cautioned in the debate on the Organized Crime Bill, has all along been unablealready cautioned in the debate on the Organized Crime Bill, has all along been unablealready cautioned in the debate on the Organized Crime Bill, has all along been unablealready cautioned in the debate on the Organized Crime Bill, has all along been unable

to address the deteriorating trend of law and order.  Consequently, while theto address the deteriorating trend of law and order.  Consequently, while theto address the deteriorating trend of law and order.  Consequently, while theto address the deteriorating trend of law and order.  Consequently, while the

Administration keeps publicizing the put-on look of peace and plenty, the public isAdministration keeps publicizing the put-on look of peace and plenty, the public isAdministration keeps publicizing the put-on look of peace and plenty, the public isAdministration keeps publicizing the put-on look of peace and plenty, the public is

worried over the ever rising crime rate.  We have always been told that there is noworried over the ever rising crime rate.  We have always been told that there is noworried over the ever rising crime rate.  We have always been told that there is noworried over the ever rising crime rate.  We have always been told that there is no

dramatic increase in crime rate as compared with that of the early 1980s.  But thisdramatic increase in crime rate as compared with that of the early 1980s.  But thisdramatic increase in crime rate as compared with that of the early 1980s.  But thisdramatic increase in crime rate as compared with that of the early 1980s.  But this

is not the case.  Comparing the total number of crime cases in 1991 with 1981, weis not the case.  Comparing the total number of crime cases in 1991 with 1981, weis not the case.  Comparing the total number of crime cases in 1991 with 1981, weis not the case.  Comparing the total number of crime cases in 1991 with 1981, we

can find that they remain more or less the same;  the figure on  violent  crime cases,can find that they remain more or less the same;  the figure on  violent  crime cases,can find that they remain more or less the same;  the figure on  violent  crime cases,can find that they remain more or less the same;  the figure on  violent  crime cases,

however, has soared from 17 500 to 19 600, representing an 18% increase.  Worse still,however, has soared from 17 500 to 19 600, representing an 18% increase.  Worse still,however, has soared from 17 500 to 19 600, representing an 18% increase.  Worse still,however, has soared from 17 500 to 19 600, representing an 18% increase.  Worse still,

the number of armed robbery cases has risen to 547, 2.1 times that of 1981.  We havethe number of armed robbery cases has risen to 547, 2.1 times that of 1981.  We havethe number of armed robbery cases has risen to 547, 2.1 times that of 1981.  We havethe number of armed robbery cases has risen to 547, 2.1 times that of 1981.  We have

only seen a decrease in the incidence of minor offences such as "pocket-picking".only seen a decrease in the incidence of minor offences such as "pocket-picking".only seen a decrease in the incidence of minor offences such as "pocket-picking".only seen a decrease in the incidence of minor offences such as "pocket-picking".

To ordinary people like us, the cumulative effect of 100 cases of "pocket-picking"To ordinary people like us, the cumulative effect of 100 cases of "pocket-picking"To ordinary people like us, the cumulative effect of 100 cases of "pocket-picking"To ordinary people like us, the cumulative effect of 100 cases of "pocket-picking"

is far less appalling than the shootout last evening downtown.  For ordinary peopleis far less appalling than the shootout last evening downtown.  For ordinary peopleis far less appalling than the shootout last evening downtown.  For ordinary peopleis far less appalling than the shootout last evening downtown.  For ordinary people

like us, it is precisely these violent crimes which pose a serious threat to lifelike us, it is precisely these violent crimes which pose a serious threat to lifelike us, it is precisely these violent crimes which pose a serious threat to lifelike us, it is precisely these violent crimes which pose a serious threat to life

and property.  We must admit the existence of such a trend and vigorously addressand property.  We must admit the existence of such a trend and vigorously addressand property.  We must admit the existence of such a trend and vigorously addressand property.  We must admit the existence of such a trend and vigorously address

the problem.  Repeated emphasis on the safety of Hong Kong as a city in comparisonthe problem.  Repeated emphasis on the safety of Hong Kong as a city in comparisonthe problem.  Repeated emphasis on the safety of Hong Kong as a city in comparisonthe problem.  Repeated emphasis on the safety of Hong Kong as a city in comparison

with other metropolises is useless in removing people's anxiety over their very ownwith other metropolises is useless in removing people's anxiety over their very ownwith other metropolises is useless in removing people's anxiety over their very ownwith other metropolises is useless in removing people's anxiety over their very own

safety.safety.safety.safety.

While the urgent need for curbing the escalating crime rate is well recognized,While the urgent need for curbing the escalating crime rate is well recognized,While the urgent need for curbing the escalating crime rate is well recognized,While the urgent need for curbing the escalating crime rate is well recognized,

we, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, have to reiterate that the best means to combatwe, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, have to reiterate that the best means to combatwe, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, have to reiterate that the best means to combatwe, the United Democrats of Hong Kong, have to reiterate that the best means to combat

crime lies in prevention rather than punishment or the "tit-for-tat" approach.  Forcrime lies in prevention rather than punishment or the "tit-for-tat" approach.  Forcrime lies in prevention rather than punishment or the "tit-for-tat" approach.  Forcrime lies in prevention rather than punishment or the "tit-for-tat" approach.  For

instance, in order to combat diseases effectively, a person must have a healthy bodyinstance, in order to combat diseases effectively, a person must have a healthy bodyinstance, in order to combat diseases effectively, a person must have a healthy bodyinstance, in order to combat diseases effectively, a person must have a healthy body

and pay attention to disease prevention.  Some may argue for the imposition ofand pay attention to disease prevention.  Some may argue for the imposition ofand pay attention to disease prevention.  Some may argue for the imposition ofand pay attention to disease prevention.  Some may argue for the imposition of

draconian punishment on criminals as a measure to deter crime.  Such an argument isdraconian punishment on criminals as a measure to deter crime.  Such an argument isdraconian punishment on criminals as a measure to deter crime.  Such an argument isdraconian punishment on criminals as a measure to deter crime.  Such an argument is

tantamount to the view that a person who has an efficacious drug ready can simplytantamount to the view that a person who has an efficacious drug ready can simplytantamount to the view that a person who has an efficacious drug ready can simplytantamount to the view that a person who has an efficacious drug ready can simply

disregard health care and personal hygiene.  Most criminologists agree that heavydisregard health care and personal hygiene.  Most criminologists agree that heavydisregard health care and personal hygiene.  Most criminologists agree that heavydisregard health care and personal hygiene.  Most criminologists agree that heavy

punishment has no apparent effect in deterring criminal activities.  That draconianpunishment has no apparent effect in deterring criminal activities.  That draconianpunishment has no apparent effect in deterring criminal activities.  That draconianpunishment has no apparent effect in deterring criminal activities.  That draconian

laws are needed at a time of social unrest is no more than a myth or pure wishfullaws are needed at a time of social unrest is no more than a myth or pure wishfullaws are needed at a time of social unrest is no more than a myth or pure wishfullaws are needed at a time of social unrest is no more than a myth or pure wishful

thinking.  We, the United Democrats, think that the problem must be addressed throughthinking.  We, the United Democrats, think that the problem must be addressed throughthinking.  We, the United Democrats, think that the problem must be addressed throughthinking.  We, the United Democrats, think that the problem must be addressed through

a two-pronged approach, namely, the cultivation of a healthy social ethos and aa two-pronged approach, namely, the cultivation of a healthy social ethos and aa two-pronged approach, namely, the cultivation of a healthy social ethos and aa two-pronged approach, namely, the cultivation of a healthy social ethos and a

dedication to the education of young people.  Draconian or capital punishment shoulddedication to the education of young people.  Draconian or capital punishment shoulddedication to the education of young people.  Draconian or capital punishment shoulddedication to the education of young people.  Draconian or capital punishment should

not be relied on as a deterrent.  Meanwhile, the burden of combatting crime shouldnot be relied on as a deterrent.  Meanwhile, the burden of combatting crime shouldnot be relied on as a deterrent.  Meanwhile, the burden of combatting crime shouldnot be relied on as a deterrent.  Meanwhile, the burden of combatting crime should

not be laid solely on the police force.  Every member of the Hong Kong community hasnot be laid solely on the police force.  Every member of the Hong Kong community hasnot be laid solely on the police force.  Every member of the Hong Kong community hasnot be laid solely on the police force.  Every member of the Hong Kong community has



an obligation to work towards creating a healthy social ethos so as to reduce thean obligation to work towards creating a healthy social ethos so as to reduce thean obligation to work towards creating a healthy social ethos so as to reduce thean obligation to work towards creating a healthy social ethos so as to reduce the

incidence of crime to a minimum.  Mr LEE Wing-tat will elaborate on this point inincidence of crime to a minimum.  Mr LEE Wing-tat will elaborate on this point inincidence of crime to a minimum.  Mr LEE Wing-tat will elaborate on this point inincidence of crime to a minimum.  Mr LEE Wing-tat will elaborate on this point in

a moment.a moment.a moment.a moment.

Since we advocate a preventive approach to combat crimSince we advocate a preventive approach to combat crimSince we advocate a preventive approach to combat crimSince we advocate a preventive approach to combat crime, we attach speciale, we attach speciale, we attach speciale, we attach special

importance to the role played by the police.  Our police force has been a wellimportance to the role played by the police.  Our police force has been a wellimportance to the role played by the police.  Our police force has been a wellimportance to the role played by the police.  Our police force has been a well

disciplined and efficient force.  It deserves our commendation.  We believe, however,disciplined and efficient force.  It deserves our commendation.  We believe, however,disciplined and efficient force.  It deserves our commendation.  We believe, however,disciplined and efficient force.  It deserves our commendation.  We believe, however,

that the force needs sufficient support from the Administration, that is to say, thethat the force needs sufficient support from the Administration, that is to say, thethat the force needs sufficient support from the Administration, that is to say, thethat the force needs sufficient support from the Administration, that is to say, the

force should be given adequate resources to carry out its work.  We have beenforce should be given adequate resources to carry out its work.  We have beenforce should be given adequate resources to carry out its work.  We have beenforce should be given adequate resources to carry out its work.  We have been

continually reassured that there is no serious shortfall in police manpower.continually reassured that there is no serious shortfall in police manpower.continually reassured that there is no serious shortfall in police manpower.continually reassured that there is no serious shortfall in police manpower.

Official statistics on the police establishment released by the AdministrationOfficial statistics on the police establishment released by the AdministrationOfficial statistics on the police establishment released by the AdministrationOfficial statistics on the police establishment released by the Administration

recently show that there is only a 3% to 4% manpower shortage.  In fact, such a lowrecently show that there is only a 3% to 4% manpower shortage.  In fact, such a lowrecently show that there is only a 3% to 4% manpower shortage.  In fact, such a lowrecently show that there is only a 3% to 4% manpower shortage.  In fact, such a low

shortage rate is attributed to the deletion of hundreds of unfilled vacant posts eachshortage rate is attributed to the deletion of hundreds of unfilled vacant posts eachshortage rate is attributed to the deletion of hundreds of unfilled vacant posts eachshortage rate is attributed to the deletion of hundreds of unfilled vacant posts each

year.  The Administration has repeatedly described this practice as internalyear.  The Administration has repeatedly described this practice as internalyear.  The Administration has repeatedly described this practice as internalyear.  The Administration has repeatedly described this practice as internal

redeployment and so the day-to-day functions of the force will not be affected.  Theredeployment and so the day-to-day functions of the force will not be affected.  Theredeployment and so the day-to-day functions of the force will not be affected.  Theredeployment and so the day-to-day functions of the force will not be affected.  The

reality is that upon deletion of posts work left to be done will have to be passedreality is that upon deletion of posts work left to be done will have to be passedreality is that upon deletion of posts work left to be done will have to be passedreality is that upon deletion of posts work left to be done will have to be passed

on to other serving police constables, thereby increasing their workload.  Many otheron to other serving police constables, thereby increasing their workload.  Many otheron to other serving police constables, thereby increasing their workload.  Many otheron to other serving police constables, thereby increasing their workload.  Many other

duties, including management of boat people, interception of illegal immigrants andduties, including management of boat people, interception of illegal immigrants andduties, including management of boat people, interception of illegal immigrants andduties, including management of boat people, interception of illegal immigrants and

border surveillance, are now added to their duty list.  Police constables actuallyborder surveillance, are now added to their duty list.  Police constables actuallyborder surveillance, are now added to their duty list.  Police constables actuallyborder surveillance, are now added to their duty list.  Police constables actually

patrolling the streets are far from adequate in number despite the concocted figurespatrolling the streets are far from adequate in number despite the concocted figurespatrolling the streets are far from adequate in number despite the concocted figurespatrolling the streets are far from adequate in number despite the concocted figures

which show the contrary.  According to the estimate by some police constables, thewhich show the contrary.  According to the estimate by some police constables, thewhich show the contrary.  According to the estimate by some police constables, thewhich show the contrary.  According to the estimate by some police constables, the

number of police constables on the beat is roughly 20% short.  Some police constablesnumber of police constables on the beat is roughly 20% short.  Some police constablesnumber of police constables on the beat is roughly 20% short.  Some police constablesnumber of police constables on the beat is roughly 20% short.  Some police constables

serving in new towns even told the OMELCO Security Panel that there was a 50% shortageserving in new towns even told the OMELCO Security Panel that there was a 50% shortageserving in new towns even told the OMELCO Security Panel that there was a 50% shortageserving in new towns even told the OMELCO Security Panel that there was a 50% shortage

of beat duty constables.of beat duty constables.of beat duty constables.of beat duty constables.

The duties of the police have been expanding over the past three years, but theThe duties of the police have been expanding over the past three years, but theThe duties of the police have been expanding over the past three years, but theThe duties of the police have been expanding over the past three years, but the

police force, instead of growing in size, keeps shrinking.  In 1988, there were 480police force, instead of growing in size, keeps shrinking.  In 1988, there were 480police force, instead of growing in size, keeps shrinking.  In 1988, there were 480police force, instead of growing in size, keeps shrinking.  In 1988, there were 480

police officers per 100 000 people, while in 1991, the ratio has dropped to 455 perpolice officers per 100 000 people, while in 1991, the ratio has dropped to 455 perpolice officers per 100 000 people, while in 1991, the ratio has dropped to 455 perpolice officers per 100 000 people, while in 1991, the ratio has dropped to 455 per

100 000.  Under such circumstances the police force is still to be put through a100 000.  Under such circumstances the police force is still to be put through a100 000.  Under such circumstances the police force is still to be put through a100 000.  Under such circumstances the police force is still to be put through a

retrenchment exercise this year,which will reduce outlays by $62 million and deleteretrenchment exercise this year,which will reduce outlays by $62 million and deleteretrenchment exercise this year,which will reduce outlays by $62 million and deleteretrenchment exercise this year,which will reduce outlays by $62 million and delete

over 700 posts.  By 1995, more than 2 900 posts will have been deleted.  This isover 700 posts.  By 1995, more than 2 900 posts will have been deleted.  This isover 700 posts.  By 1995, more than 2 900 posts will have been deleted.  This isover 700 posts.  By 1995, more than 2 900 posts will have been deleted.  This is

basically contrary to the needs of society in maintaining law and order.  Cuttingbasically contrary to the needs of society in maintaining law and order.  Cuttingbasically contrary to the needs of society in maintaining law and order.  Cuttingbasically contrary to the needs of society in maintaining law and order.  Cutting

police expenditure will lead to shrinkage of the size of the force and curtailmentpolice expenditure will lead to shrinkage of the size of the force and curtailmentpolice expenditure will lead to shrinkage of the size of the force and curtailmentpolice expenditure will lead to shrinkage of the size of the force and curtailment

of fringe benefits, such as overtime allowances, thereby causing demoralization.of fringe benefits, such as overtime allowances, thereby causing demoralization.of fringe benefits, such as overtime allowances, thereby causing demoralization.of fringe benefits, such as overtime allowances, thereby causing demoralization.

How can the Administration hope to convince the public that it has bona fide intentionHow can the Administration hope to convince the public that it has bona fide intentionHow can the Administration hope to convince the public that it has bona fide intentionHow can the Administration hope to convince the public that it has bona fide intention

to improve the law and order situation if it, through a resources allocation cutback,to improve the law and order situation if it, through a resources allocation cutback,to improve the law and order situation if it, through a resources allocation cutback,to improve the law and order situation if it, through a resources allocation cutback,

attempts to have lesser numbers of police officers to deal with the ever increasingattempts to have lesser numbers of police officers to deal with the ever increasingattempts to have lesser numbers of police officers to deal with the ever increasingattempts to have lesser numbers of police officers to deal with the ever increasing

numbers of criminals while at the same time expanding the officers' scope ofnumbers of criminals while at the same time expanding the officers' scope ofnumbers of criminals while at the same time expanding the officers' scope ofnumbers of criminals while at the same time expanding the officers' scope of



responsibility, such as the management of boat people and interception of illegalresponsibility, such as the management of boat people and interception of illegalresponsibility, such as the management of boat people and interception of illegalresponsibility, such as the management of boat people and interception of illegal

immigrants?immigrants?immigrants?immigrants?

We, the United Democrats, have all along been opposed to the "across-the-board"We, the United Democrats, have all along been opposed to the "across-the-board"We, the United Democrats, have all along been opposed to the "across-the-board"We, the United Democrats, have all along been opposed to the "across-the-board"

expenditure cutback policy advocated by the Financial Secretary.  We think, theexpenditure cutback policy advocated by the Financial Secretary.  We think, theexpenditure cutback policy advocated by the Financial Secretary.  We think, theexpenditure cutback policy advocated by the Financial Secretary.  We think, the

Administration should, on the contrary, cut its financial cloth to suit the differentAdministration should, on the contrary, cut its financial cloth to suit the differentAdministration should, on the contrary, cut its financial cloth to suit the differentAdministration should, on the contrary, cut its financial cloth to suit the different

needs of the departments, rather than treating all departments alike.  Let meneeds of the departments, rather than treating all departments alike.  Let meneeds of the departments, rather than treating all departments alike.  Let meneeds of the departments, rather than treating all departments alike.  Let me

reiterate this point: the Administration should exclude from the retrenchmentreiterate this point: the Administration should exclude from the retrenchmentreiterate this point: the Administration should exclude from the retrenchmentreiterate this point: the Administration should exclude from the retrenchment

exercise those departments with inadequate resources and the Royal Hong Kong Policeexercise those departments with inadequate resources and the Royal Hong Kong Policeexercise those departments with inadequate resources and the Royal Hong Kong Policeexercise those departments with inadequate resources and the Royal Hong Kong Police

Force is certainly one.  The police establishment should also be expanded as soonForce is certainly one.  The police establishment should also be expanded as soonForce is certainly one.  The police establishment should also be expanded as soonForce is certainly one.  The police establishment should also be expanded as soon

as possible, at least to be restored to its optimal level of 1988.  Various ways andas possible, at least to be restored to its optimal level of 1988.  Various ways andas possible, at least to be restored to its optimal level of 1988.  Various ways andas possible, at least to be restored to its optimal level of 1988.  Various ways and

means should be explored to attract more people to join the force to solve the manpowermeans should be explored to attract more people to join the force to solve the manpowermeans should be explored to attract more people to join the force to solve the manpowermeans should be explored to attract more people to join the force to solve the manpower

shortage.  If the Administration is of the view that all methods to attract newshortage.  If the Administration is of the view that all methods to attract newshortage.  If the Administration is of the view that all methods to attract newshortage.  If the Administration is of the view that all methods to attract new

recruits and staunch wastage have failed, it should then actively consider therecruits and staunch wastage have failed, it should then actively consider therecruits and staunch wastage have failed, it should then actively consider therecruits and staunch wastage have failed, it should then actively consider the

granting of special allowances to the police officers.granting of special allowances to the police officers.granting of special allowances to the police officers.granting of special allowances to the police officers.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I must pay tributeMR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I must pay tributeMR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I must pay tributeMR PANG CHUN-HOI (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I must pay tribute

to the contributions made by the Police Force towards Hong Kong in the past.  At theto the contributions made by the Police Force towards Hong Kong in the past.  At theto the contributions made by the Police Force towards Hong Kong in the past.  At theto the contributions made by the Police Force towards Hong Kong in the past.  At the

same time, the force will have a more vital role to play in the foreseeable futuresame time, the force will have a more vital role to play in the foreseeable futuresame time, the force will have a more vital role to play in the foreseeable futuresame time, the force will have a more vital role to play in the foreseeable future

and the maintenance of law and order in Hong Kong is indeed closely bound up withand the maintenance of law and order in Hong Kong is indeed closely bound up withand the maintenance of law and order in Hong Kong is indeed closely bound up withand the maintenance of law and order in Hong Kong is indeed closely bound up with

the morale and efficiency of the force.  Because of the formidable task confrontingthe morale and efficiency of the force.  Because of the formidable task confrontingthe morale and efficiency of the force.  Because of the formidable task confrontingthe morale and efficiency of the force.  Because of the formidable task confronting

the police, the whole community should give assistance and moral support to the force.the police, the whole community should give assistance and moral support to the force.the police, the whole community should give assistance and moral support to the force.the police, the whole community should give assistance and moral support to the force.

During meetings of the OMELCO Security Panel, I have come to realize theDuring meetings of the OMELCO Security Panel, I have come to realize theDuring meetings of the OMELCO Security Panel, I have come to realize theDuring meetings of the OMELCO Security Panel, I have come to realize the

frustrations and difficulties encountered by the police when discharging patrol andfrustrations and difficulties encountered by the police when discharging patrol andfrustrations and difficulties encountered by the police when discharging patrol andfrustrations and difficulties encountered by the police when discharging patrol and

other duties.  Since the police have to work under tremendous pressure and alwaysother duties.  Since the police have to work under tremendous pressure and alwaysother duties.  Since the police have to work under tremendous pressure and alwaysother duties.  Since the police have to work under tremendous pressure and always

risk their lives to maintain law and order, I am of the view that Honourable Membersrisk their lives to maintain law and order, I am of the view that Honourable Membersrisk their lives to maintain law and order, I am of the view that Honourable Membersrisk their lives to maintain law and order, I am of the view that Honourable Members

should vigorously seek to improve substantially the working conditions of the forceshould vigorously seek to improve substantially the working conditions of the forceshould vigorously seek to improve substantially the working conditions of the forceshould vigorously seek to improve substantially the working conditions of the force

and to ensure that ample resources are being provided.and to ensure that ample resources are being provided.and to ensure that ample resources are being provided.and to ensure that ample resources are being provided.

Police morale is a matter of common concern.  The Government should ensure thatPolice morale is a matter of common concern.  The Government should ensure thatPolice morale is a matter of common concern.  The Government should ensure thatPolice morale is a matter of common concern.  The Government should ensure that

proper channels are made available to reflect police views so that this Council willproper channels are made available to reflect police views so that this Council willproper channels are made available to reflect police views so that this Council willproper channels are made available to reflect police views so that this Council will

be made fully aware of the force's internal problems.  In the past, the Governmentbe made fully aware of the force's internal problems.  In the past, the Governmentbe made fully aware of the force's internal problems.  In the past, the Governmentbe made fully aware of the force's internal problems.  In the past, the Government

has on numerous occasions mentioned the need of a policy for localizing the force.has on numerous occasions mentioned the need of a policy for localizing the force.has on numerous occasions mentioned the need of a policy for localizing the force.has on numerous occasions mentioned the need of a policy for localizing the force.

The Government should vigorously pursue this policy which I believe is in keepingThe Government should vigorously pursue this policy which I believe is in keepingThe Government should vigorously pursue this policy which I believe is in keepingThe Government should vigorously pursue this policy which I believe is in keeping



with the times and will go a long way in boosting police morale.with the times and will go a long way in boosting police morale.with the times and will go a long way in boosting police morale.with the times and will go a long way in boosting police morale.

As a gesture of sincerity, the Administration should lose no time in setting outAs a gesture of sincerity, the Administration should lose no time in setting outAs a gesture of sincerity, the Administration should lose no time in setting outAs a gesture of sincerity, the Administration should lose no time in setting out

a timetable for the localization of our Police Force and gradually accomplish itsa timetable for the localization of our Police Force and gradually accomplish itsa timetable for the localization of our Police Force and gradually accomplish itsa timetable for the localization of our Police Force and gradually accomplish its

goal according to this timetable.  In order to effect smooth transition, thegoal according to this timetable.  In order to effect smooth transition, thegoal according to this timetable.  In order to effect smooth transition, thegoal according to this timetable.  In order to effect smooth transition, the

localization of the force brooks no delay because qualified personnel needs time tolocalization of the force brooks no delay because qualified personnel needs time tolocalization of the force brooks no delay because qualified personnel needs time tolocalization of the force brooks no delay because qualified personnel needs time to

train and bring up.  I hope that this Council will soon be informed of developmentstrain and bring up.  I hope that this Council will soon be informed of developmentstrain and bring up.  I hope that this Council will soon be informed of developmentstrain and bring up.  I hope that this Council will soon be informed of developments

in this matter.in this matter.in this matter.in this matter.

Mr Deputy PresiMr Deputy PresiMr Deputy PresiMr Deputy President, with these brief remarks, I support the motion.dent, with these brief remarks, I support the motion.dent, with these brief remarks, I support the motion.dent, with these brief remarks, I support the motion.

MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, I have two quick points to make on the subject.MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, I have two quick points to make on the subject.MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, I have two quick points to make on the subject.MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, I have two quick points to make on the subject.

First, a general point.  Members this afternoon have been referring to theFirst, a general point.  Members this afternoon have been referring to theFirst, a general point.  Members this afternoon have been referring to theFirst, a general point.  Members this afternoon have been referring to the

efficiency and morale of the police.  Recent crimes are worrying, but we should notefficiency and morale of the police.  Recent crimes are worrying, but we should notefficiency and morale of the police.  Recent crimes are worrying, but we should notefficiency and morale of the police.  Recent crimes are worrying, but we should not

over-react.  Whilst I do not disagree with Mrs Peggy LAM's motion, we must be carefulover-react.  Whilst I do not disagree with Mrs Peggy LAM's motion, we must be carefulover-react.  Whilst I do not disagree with Mrs Peggy LAM's motion, we must be carefulover-react.  Whilst I do not disagree with Mrs Peggy LAM's motion, we must be careful

about exacerbating concerns in raising the public profile of this issue with emotionalabout exacerbating concerns in raising the public profile of this issue with emotionalabout exacerbating concerns in raising the public profile of this issue with emotionalabout exacerbating concerns in raising the public profile of this issue with emotional

rhetoric; for example, we should not exaggerate the concerns of the tourism industryrhetoric; for example, we should not exaggerate the concerns of the tourism industryrhetoric; for example, we should not exaggerate the concerns of the tourism industryrhetoric; for example, we should not exaggerate the concerns of the tourism industry

and Hong Kong's international image as this could become a self-fulfilling prophecy.and Hong Kong's international image as this could become a self-fulfilling prophecy.and Hong Kong's international image as this could become a self-fulfilling prophecy.and Hong Kong's international image as this could become a self-fulfilling prophecy.

In fact, Hong Kong remains a very safe place for our visitors from all over the world.In fact, Hong Kong remains a very safe place for our visitors from all over the world.In fact, Hong Kong remains a very safe place for our visitors from all over the world.In fact, Hong Kong remains a very safe place for our visitors from all over the world.

Furthermore, I fully agree with the Honourable Martin LEE's comments that we shouldFurthermore, I fully agree with the Honourable Martin LEE's comments that we shouldFurthermore, I fully agree with the Honourable Martin LEE's comments that we shouldFurthermore, I fully agree with the Honourable Martin LEE's comments that we should

not reinstate the death penalty for all the reasons put forward in the debate lastnot reinstate the death penalty for all the reasons put forward in the debate lastnot reinstate the death penalty for all the reasons put forward in the debate lastnot reinstate the death penalty for all the reasons put forward in the debate last

year.  I hope Members of this Council will restate their confidence in the police.year.  I hope Members of this Council will restate their confidence in the police.year.  I hope Members of this Council will restate their confidence in the police.year.  I hope Members of this Council will restate their confidence in the police.

Hong Kong should count itself lucky in being provided with the quality police forceHong Kong should count itself lucky in being provided with the quality police forceHong Kong should count itself lucky in being provided with the quality police forceHong Kong should count itself lucky in being provided with the quality police force

that we enjoy.  The esprit de corps, dedication and determination is something ofthat we enjoy.  The esprit de corps, dedication and determination is something ofthat we enjoy.  The esprit de corps, dedication and determination is something ofthat we enjoy.  The esprit de corps, dedication and determination is something of

which we can all be proud.which we can all be proud.which we can all be proud.which we can all be proud.

Secondly, a specific suggestion.  Mr Deputy President, the Gurkhas have playedSecondly, a specific suggestion.  Mr Deputy President, the Gurkhas have playedSecondly, a specific suggestion.  Mr Deputy President, the Gurkhas have playedSecondly, a specific suggestion.  Mr Deputy President, the Gurkhas have played

a long, loyal and valuable role in Hong Kong.  They are known and respected by thea long, loyal and valuable role in Hong Kong.  They are known and respected by thea long, loyal and valuable role in Hong Kong.  They are known and respected by thea long, loyal and valuable role in Hong Kong.  They are known and respected by the

people of this community.  While I am not suggesting that they should be invited topeople of this community.  While I am not suggesting that they should be invited topeople of this community.  While I am not suggesting that they should be invited topeople of this community.  While I am not suggesting that they should be invited to

join the main line force itself, surely given our law and order worries and ourjoin the main line force itself, surely given our law and order worries and ourjoin the main line force itself, surely given our law and order worries and ourjoin the main line force itself, surely given our law and order worries and our

manpower shortages, we could make use of them in support roles, either throughmanpower shortages, we could make use of them in support roles, either throughmanpower shortages, we could make use of them in support roles, either throughmanpower shortages, we could make use of them in support roles, either through

employment in the private sector to perform law and order duties such as guardingemployment in the private sector to perform law and order duties such as guardingemployment in the private sector to perform law and order duties such as guardingemployment in the private sector to perform law and order duties such as guarding

services or to take over certain work now done by the police.  I urge theservices or to take over certain work now done by the police.  I urge theservices or to take over certain work now done by the police.  I urge theservices or to take over certain work now done by the police.  I urge the

Administration to have a creative and urgent look at this suggestion.Administration to have a creative and urgent look at this suggestion.Administration to have a creative and urgent look at this suggestion.Administration to have a creative and urgent look at this suggestion.

With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.With these words, I support the motion.



MRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, according to figures publishedMRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, according to figures publishedMRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, according to figures publishedMRS MIRIAM LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, according to figures published

by the police, the total number of crime in 1991 was 88 659 cases, representing onlyby the police, the total number of crime in 1991 was 88 659 cases, representing onlyby the police, the total number of crime in 1991 was 88 659 cases, representing onlyby the police, the total number of crime in 1991 was 88 659 cases, representing only

a 0.4% increase over 88 300 cases in 1990.  But the increase in violent crime, whicha 0.4% increase over 88 300 cases in 1990.  But the increase in violent crime, whicha 0.4% increase over 88 300 cases in 1990.  But the increase in violent crime, whicha 0.4% increase over 88 300 cases in 1990.  But the increase in violent crime, which

bring the most damaging effect, is extremely worrying.  In 1991, violent crimebring the most damaging effect, is extremely worrying.  In 1991, violent crimebring the most damaging effect, is extremely worrying.  In 1991, violent crimebring the most damaging effect, is extremely worrying.  In 1991, violent crime

amounted to 19 558 cases, representing a 3.9% increase over 18 820 cases in 1990.amounted to 19 558 cases, representing a 3.9% increase over 18 820 cases in 1990.amounted to 19 558 cases, representing a 3.9% increase over 18 820 cases in 1990.amounted to 19 558 cases, representing a 3.9% increase over 18 820 cases in 1990.

This set the greatest record since the past decade.  The main factor leading to theThis set the greatest record since the past decade.  The main factor leading to theThis set the greatest record since the past decade.  The main factor leading to theThis set the greatest record since the past decade.  The main factor leading to the

rise in violent crime is the increase in robberies.  Last year, there were totallyrise in violent crime is the increase in robberies.  Last year, there were totallyrise in violent crime is the increase in robberies.  Last year, there were totallyrise in violent crime is the increase in robberies.  Last year, there were totally

9 138 cases of robberies.  Robberies increased by  1 109 cases or 14%, compared with9 138 cases of robberies.  Robberies increased by  1 109 cases or 14%, compared with9 138 cases of robberies.  Robberies increased by  1 109 cases or 14%, compared with9 138 cases of robberies.  Robberies increased by  1 109 cases or 14%, compared with

8 029 cases in 1990.  In 1990, robberies accounted for 43% of overall crime.  Last8 029 cases in 1990.  In 1990, robberies accounted for 43% of overall crime.  Last8 029 cases in 1990.  In 1990, robberies accounted for 43% of overall crime.  Last8 029 cases in 1990.  In 1990, robberies accounted for 43% of overall crime.  Last

year, robberies increased by 47%.  Among them, cases involving the use of firearmsyear, robberies increased by 47%.  Among them, cases involving the use of firearmsyear, robberies increased by 47%.  Among them, cases involving the use of firearmsyear, robberies increased by 47%.  Among them, cases involving the use of firearms

were alarming.  Last year, there were totally 547 robberies involving the use ofwere alarming.  Last year, there were totally 547 robberies involving the use ofwere alarming.  Last year, there were totally 547 robberies involving the use ofwere alarming.  Last year, there were totally 547 robberies involving the use of

firearms and pistol-like objects.  It showed a 30% upsurge compared with 422 casesfirearms and pistol-like objects.  It showed a 30% upsurge compared with 422 casesfirearms and pistol-like objects.  It showed a 30% upsurge compared with 422 casesfirearms and pistol-like objects.  It showed a 30% upsurge compared with 422 cases

in 1990.in 1990.in 1990.in 1990.

Another sign of the desperate law and order situation in Hong Kong is the growingAnother sign of the desperate law and order situation in Hong Kong is the growingAnother sign of the desperate law and order situation in Hong Kong is the growingAnother sign of the desperate law and order situation in Hong Kong is the growing

rampancy of triad activities and organized crimes.  Though it seems that the figuresrampancy of triad activities and organized crimes.  Though it seems that the figuresrampancy of triad activities and organized crimes.  Though it seems that the figuresrampancy of triad activities and organized crimes.  Though it seems that the figures

do not indicate any major increases in triad activities and organized crimes, thisdo not indicate any major increases in triad activities and organized crimes, thisdo not indicate any major increases in triad activities and organized crimes, thisdo not indicate any major increases in triad activities and organized crimes, this

cannot cover up the seriousness of the problem.  Businesses have been subject tocannot cover up the seriousness of the problem.  Businesses have been subject tocannot cover up the seriousness of the problem.  Businesses have been subject tocannot cover up the seriousness of the problem.  Businesses have been subject to

intimidation and extortion by triad societies.  Young people are forced to becomeintimidation and extortion by triad societies.  Young people are forced to becomeintimidation and extortion by triad societies.  Young people are forced to becomeintimidation and extortion by triad societies.  Young people are forced to become

triad members.  Loan sharks threaten their debtors to settle the debts.  The frequenttriad members.  Loan sharks threaten their debtors to settle the debts.  The frequenttriad members.  Loan sharks threaten their debtors to settle the debts.  The frequenttriad members.  Loan sharks threaten their debtors to settle the debts.  The frequent

occurrence of such crimes has much worried the public.  But since many citizens stilloccurrence of such crimes has much worried the public.  But since many citizens stilloccurrence of such crimes has much worried the public.  But since many citizens stilloccurrence of such crimes has much worried the public.  But since many citizens still

have worries concerning reporting triad activities and organized crimes, I believehave worries concerning reporting triad activities and organized crimes, I believehave worries concerning reporting triad activities and organized crimes, I believehave worries concerning reporting triad activities and organized crimes, I believe

that those triad-related crimes that have been disclosed is only the tip of thethat those triad-related crimes that have been disclosed is only the tip of thethat those triad-related crimes that have been disclosed is only the tip of thethat those triad-related crimes that have been disclosed is only the tip of the

iceberg.iceberg.iceberg.iceberg.

We all know that the rise in armed robberies is closely related to the smugglingWe all know that the rise in armed robberies is closely related to the smugglingWe all know that the rise in armed robberies is closely related to the smugglingWe all know that the rise in armed robberies is closely related to the smuggling

of firearms across the border from Mainland China by criminals and the commissionof firearms across the border from Mainland China by criminals and the commissionof firearms across the border from Mainland China by criminals and the commissionof firearms across the border from Mainland China by criminals and the commission

of crimes by mainland criminals hired by their counterparts in Hong Kong.  The crimesof crimes by mainland criminals hired by their counterparts in Hong Kong.  The crimesof crimes by mainland criminals hired by their counterparts in Hong Kong.  The crimesof crimes by mainland criminals hired by their counterparts in Hong Kong.  The crimes

are also related to smuggling activities that have increased significantly in recentare also related to smuggling activities that have increased significantly in recentare also related to smuggling activities that have increased significantly in recentare also related to smuggling activities that have increased significantly in recent

years.  Over the past few years, the police has reiterated that they would seekyears.  Over the past few years, the police has reiterated that they would seekyears.  Over the past few years, the police has reiterated that they would seekyears.  Over the past few years, the police has reiterated that they would seek

co-operation from the Chinese authority to suppress smuggling activities.  I believeco-operation from the Chinese authority to suppress smuggling activities.  I believeco-operation from the Chinese authority to suppress smuggling activities.  I believeco-operation from the Chinese authority to suppress smuggling activities.  I believe

the police have done their job but the result has not been good.  Though smugglingthe police have done their job but the result has not been good.  Though smugglingthe police have done their job but the result has not been good.  Though smugglingthe police have done their job but the result has not been good.  Though smuggling

activities have decreased since the amendment of the legislation in Hong Kong lastactivities have decreased since the amendment of the legislation in Hong Kong lastactivities have decreased since the amendment of the legislation in Hong Kong lastactivities have decreased since the amendment of the legislation in Hong Kong last

year, they tend to become rampant recently.  I firmly believe that there must beyear, they tend to become rampant recently.  I firmly believe that there must beyear, they tend to become rampant recently.  I firmly believe that there must beyear, they tend to become rampant recently.  I firmly believe that there must be

co-operation between Hong Kong and China if the problem is to be solved.  Only emptyco-operation between Hong Kong and China if the problem is to be solved.  Only emptyco-operation between Hong Kong and China if the problem is to be solved.  Only emptyco-operation between Hong Kong and China if the problem is to be solved.  Only empty

talks and meetings cannot do.  We must actively take concrete action, with co-talks and meetings cannot do.  We must actively take concrete action, with co-talks and meetings cannot do.  We must actively take concrete action, with co-talks and meetings cannot do.  We must actively take concrete action, with co-



operation from both sides, to achieve the best result.  It is now forbidden tooperation from both sides, to achieve the best result.  It is now forbidden tooperation from both sides, to achieve the best result.  It is now forbidden tooperation from both sides, to achieve the best result.  It is now forbidden to

manufacture and repair high-powered speedboats in Hong Kong which have been used formanufacture and repair high-powered speedboats in Hong Kong which have been used formanufacture and repair high-powered speedboats in Hong Kong which have been used formanufacture and repair high-powered speedboats in Hong Kong which have been used for

smuggling.  However, it is learnt that criminals have moved their bases into thesmuggling.  However, it is learnt that criminals have moved their bases into thesmuggling.  However, it is learnt that criminals have moved their bases into thesmuggling.  However, it is learnt that criminals have moved their bases into the

mainland.  I think that we must ban the existence of high-powered speedboats in ordermainland.  I think that we must ban the existence of high-powered speedboats in ordermainland.  I think that we must ban the existence of high-powered speedboats in ordermainland.  I think that we must ban the existence of high-powered speedboats in order

to fight against smuggling activities.  Thus, I hope the Government can urge theto fight against smuggling activities.  Thus, I hope the Government can urge theto fight against smuggling activities.  Thus, I hope the Government can urge theto fight against smuggling activities.  Thus, I hope the Government can urge the

law-enforcing authority in China to take parallel action and forbid criminals tolaw-enforcing authority in China to take parallel action and forbid criminals tolaw-enforcing authority in China to take parallel action and forbid criminals tolaw-enforcing authority in China to take parallel action and forbid criminals to

exploit the mainland for smuggling activities between China and Hong Kong.exploit the mainland for smuggling activities between China and Hong Kong.exploit the mainland for smuggling activities between China and Hong Kong.exploit the mainland for smuggling activities between China and Hong Kong.

Nevertheless, INevertheless, INevertheless, INevertheless, I believe we all agree that the co-operation of Chinese authorities believe we all agree that the co-operation of Chinese authorities believe we all agree that the co-operation of Chinese authorities believe we all agree that the co-operation of Chinese authorities

is crucial.  But after all, this is help from the external.  We must rely on our force,is crucial.  But after all, this is help from the external.  We must rely on our force,is crucial.  But after all, this is help from the external.  We must rely on our force,is crucial.  But after all, this is help from the external.  We must rely on our force,

that is, a Hong Kong Police Force that is professional, efficient and has a high morale,that is, a Hong Kong Police Force that is professional, efficient and has a high morale,that is, a Hong Kong Police Force that is professional, efficient and has a high morale,that is, a Hong Kong Police Force that is professional, efficient and has a high morale,

to maintain a good law and order situation.to maintain a good law and order situation.to maintain a good law and order situation.to maintain a good law and order situation.

In fact, the Hong Kong Police Force now consists of more than 26 000 policeIn fact, the Hong Kong Police Force now consists of more than 26 000 policeIn fact, the Hong Kong Police Force now consists of more than 26 000 policeIn fact, the Hong Kong Police Force now consists of more than 26 000 police

officers and about 5 500 civilian staff members.  The average number of policeofficers and about 5 500 civilian staff members.  The average number of policeofficers and about 5 500 civilian staff members.  The average number of policeofficers and about 5 500 civilian staff members.  The average number of police

officers in service every 100 000 people is 455, which is smaller than 480 in 1988.officers in service every 100 000 people is 455, which is smaller than 480 in 1988.officers in service every 100 000 people is 455, which is smaller than 480 in 1988.officers in service every 100 000 people is 455, which is smaller than 480 in 1988.

In 1988, however, the overall crime rate was only 1 407 cases every 100 000 people.In 1988, however, the overall crime rate was only 1 407 cases every 100 000 people.In 1988, however, the overall crime rate was only 1 407 cases every 100 000 people.In 1988, however, the overall crime rate was only 1 407 cases every 100 000 people.

In 1991, the crime rate rose to 1 540 cases every 100 000 people.  Although the policeIn 1991, the crime rate rose to 1 540 cases every 100 000 people.  Although the policeIn 1991, the crime rate rose to 1 540 cases every 100 000 people.  Although the policeIn 1991, the crime rate rose to 1 540 cases every 100 000 people.  Although the police

has been suffering from shortage of manpower for the past few years, the crimehas been suffering from shortage of manpower for the past few years, the crimehas been suffering from shortage of manpower for the past few years, the crimehas been suffering from shortage of manpower for the past few years, the crime

detection rate for last year remained at 45.2%, which was only slightly lower thandetection rate for last year remained at 45.2%, which was only slightly lower thandetection rate for last year remained at 45.2%, which was only slightly lower thandetection rate for last year remained at 45.2%, which was only slightly lower than

46.5% in 1988.  Besides, we all see the bravery of police officers when they confront46.5% in 1988.  Besides, we all see the bravery of police officers when they confront46.5% in 1988.  Besides, we all see the bravery of police officers when they confront46.5% in 1988.  Besides, we all see the bravery of police officers when they confront

armed robbers.  These have shown that the Hong Kong Police Force is a well-trainedarmed robbers.  These have shown that the Hong Kong Police Force is a well-trainedarmed robbers.  These have shown that the Hong Kong Police Force is a well-trainedarmed robbers.  These have shown that the Hong Kong Police Force is a well-trained

and highly professional anti-crime force.and highly professional anti-crime force.and highly professional anti-crime force.and highly professional anti-crime force.

Mr Deputy President, in order to fight crime, we must maintain a Police ForceMr Deputy President, in order to fight crime, we must maintain a Police ForceMr Deputy President, in order to fight crime, we must maintain a Police ForceMr Deputy President, in order to fight crime, we must maintain a Police Force

that has a high standard and morale.that has a high standard and morale.that has a high standard and morale.that has a high standard and morale.

In term of establishment, the recruitment result last year was better than thatIn term of establishment, the recruitment result last year was better than thatIn term of establishment, the recruitment result last year was better than thatIn term of establishment, the recruitment result last year was better than that

in the past few years.  But there are still several thousand vacancies.  Besides,in the past few years.  But there are still several thousand vacancies.  Besides,in the past few years.  But there are still several thousand vacancies.  Besides,in the past few years.  But there are still several thousand vacancies.  Besides,

the wastage of police officers each year is rather serious.  But the Police hasthe wastage of police officers each year is rather serious.  But the Police hasthe wastage of police officers each year is rather serious.  But the Police hasthe wastage of police officers each year is rather serious.  But the Police has

recently announced the deletion of 700 police officers posts to reduce expenditure.recently announced the deletion of 700 police officers posts to reduce expenditure.recently announced the deletion of 700 police officers posts to reduce expenditure.recently announced the deletion of 700 police officers posts to reduce expenditure.

At the same time, the police has said that 760 more police officers will be recruited.At the same time, the police has said that 760 more police officers will be recruited.At the same time, the police has said that 760 more police officers will be recruited.At the same time, the police has said that 760 more police officers will be recruited.

This has puzzled the public.  Is the Police Force strengthened or weakened?  I thinkThis has puzzled the public.  Is the Police Force strengthened or weakened?  I thinkThis has puzzled the public.  Is the Police Force strengthened or weakened?  I thinkThis has puzzled the public.  Is the Police Force strengthened or weakened?  I think

that given the tense law and order situation, the public are very concerned aboutthat given the tense law and order situation, the public are very concerned aboutthat given the tense law and order situation, the public are very concerned aboutthat given the tense law and order situation, the public are very concerned about

whether there are enough police officers carrying out daily patrol duties to protectwhether there are enough police officers carrying out daily patrol duties to protectwhether there are enough police officers carrying out daily patrol duties to protectwhether there are enough police officers carrying out daily patrol duties to protect

their lives and properties.  The Government should give serious consideration totheir lives and properties.  The Government should give serious consideration totheir lives and properties.  The Government should give serious consideration totheir lives and properties.  The Government should give serious consideration to

problems concerning the establishment of the Police Force and should, as much asproblems concerning the establishment of the Police Force and should, as much asproblems concerning the establishment of the Police Force and should, as much asproblems concerning the establishment of the Police Force and should, as much as

possible, avoid any alteration to the establishment that may affect the confidencepossible, avoid any alteration to the establishment that may affect the confidencepossible, avoid any alteration to the establishment that may affect the confidencepossible, avoid any alteration to the establishment that may affect the confidence



of the public.  As regard wastage, efforts should be made to reduce the outdrain ofof the public.  As regard wastage, efforts should be made to reduce the outdrain ofof the public.  As regard wastage, efforts should be made to reduce the outdrain ofof the public.  As regard wastage, efforts should be made to reduce the outdrain of

experienced police officers.  For example, a meritorious award system for senior rankexperienced police officers.  For example, a meritorious award system for senior rankexperienced police officers.  For example, a meritorious award system for senior rankexperienced police officers.  For example, a meritorious award system for senior rank

and file officers can be set up to strengthen their wish to continue their service.and file officers can be set up to strengthen their wish to continue their service.and file officers can be set up to strengthen their wish to continue their service.and file officers can be set up to strengthen their wish to continue their service.

In addition to various kinds of awards, police officers who have contributed toIn addition to various kinds of awards, police officers who have contributed toIn addition to various kinds of awards, police officers who have contributed toIn addition to various kinds of awards, police officers who have contributed to

the successful detection of major crimes should be extensively commented to societythe successful detection of major crimes should be extensively commented to societythe successful detection of major crimes should be extensively commented to societythe successful detection of major crimes should be extensively commented to society

to boost the morale and promote job satisfaction among police officers.  Theseto boost the morale and promote job satisfaction among police officers.  Theseto boost the morale and promote job satisfaction among police officers.  Theseto boost the morale and promote job satisfaction among police officers.  These

measures and the timely in-take of fresh blood will help maintain a high morale inmeasures and the timely in-take of fresh blood will help maintain a high morale inmeasures and the timely in-take of fresh blood will help maintain a high morale inmeasures and the timely in-take of fresh blood will help maintain a high morale in

the Police Force.the Police Force.the Police Force.the Police Force.

Concerning the equipment of the Police Force, the Government should continue toConcerning the equipment of the Police Force, the Government should continue toConcerning the equipment of the Police Force, the Government should continue toConcerning the equipment of the Police Force, the Government should continue to

make reviews and improvements like the provision of more portable equipment, bettermake reviews and improvements like the provision of more portable equipment, bettermake reviews and improvements like the provision of more portable equipment, bettermake reviews and improvements like the provision of more portable equipment, better

bullet-proof vests, more modern and powerful firearms and speedier loaders to policebullet-proof vests, more modern and powerful firearms and speedier loaders to policebullet-proof vests, more modern and powerful firearms and speedier loaders to policebullet-proof vests, more modern and powerful firearms and speedier loaders to police

officers.  There should be improvements to radio communication systems, especiallyofficers.  There should be improvements to radio communication systems, especiallyofficers.  There should be improvements to radio communication systems, especiallyofficers.  There should be improvements to radio communication systems, especially

those installed at anti-smuggling vessels, and on-going efforts to upgrade the crimethose installed at anti-smuggling vessels, and on-going efforts to upgrade the crimethose installed at anti-smuggling vessels, and on-going efforts to upgrade the crimethose installed at anti-smuggling vessels, and on-going efforts to upgrade the crime

detection apparatus and systems.  When improving equipment, I think the police shoulddetection apparatus and systems.  When improving equipment, I think the police shoulddetection apparatus and systems.  When improving equipment, I think the police shoulddetection apparatus and systems.  When improving equipment, I think the police should

always consult police officers at the frontline, try to understand and meet theiralways consult police officers at the frontline, try to understand and meet theiralways consult police officers at the frontline, try to understand and meet theiralways consult police officers at the frontline, try to understand and meet their

actual working needs to make them more confident and efficient in discharging theiractual working needs to make them more confident and efficient in discharging theiractual working needs to make them more confident and efficient in discharging theiractual working needs to make them more confident and efficient in discharging their

duties.duties.duties.duties.

Recently, I have learned from newspapers that some members of the Police ForceRecently, I have learned from newspapers that some members of the Police ForceRecently, I have learned from newspapers that some members of the Police ForceRecently, I have learned from newspapers that some members of the Police Force

are not satisfied with the management.  I am very concerned about that.  I am of theare not satisfied with the management.  I am very concerned about that.  I am of theare not satisfied with the management.  I am very concerned about that.  I am of theare not satisfied with the management.  I am very concerned about that.  I am of the

view that the Administration should face this matter squarely, mediate between bothview that the Administration should face this matter squarely, mediate between bothview that the Administration should face this matter squarely, mediate between bothview that the Administration should face this matter squarely, mediate between both

sides, eliminate their differences and try to make the Police Force as a whole worksides, eliminate their differences and try to make the Police Force as a whole worksides, eliminate their differences and try to make the Police Force as a whole worksides, eliminate their differences and try to make the Police Force as a whole work

in unity and wholeheartedly for maintaining law and order of Hong Kong.in unity and wholeheartedly for maintaining law and order of Hong Kong.in unity and wholeheartedly for maintaining law and order of Hong Kong.in unity and wholeheartedly for maintaining law and order of Hong Kong.

Lastly, I would like to talk about the problem Lastly, I would like to talk about the problem Lastly, I would like to talk about the problem Lastly, I would like to talk about the problem of measurement of penalty which,of measurement of penalty which,of measurement of penalty which,of measurement of penalty which,

to a certain extent, is related to boosting the morale of the Police Force.  All alongto a certain extent, is related to boosting the morale of the Police Force.  All alongto a certain extent, is related to boosting the morale of the Police Force.  All alongto a certain extent, is related to boosting the morale of the Police Force.  All along

I have advocated that "drastic situation demands drastic punishment".  Though MrI have advocated that "drastic situation demands drastic punishment".  Though MrI have advocated that "drastic situation demands drastic punishment".  Though MrI have advocated that "drastic situation demands drastic punishment".  Though Mr

Martin LEE may not agree to it, the fact is that the sentences passed by the courtMartin LEE may not agree to it, the fact is that the sentences passed by the courtMartin LEE may not agree to it, the fact is that the sentences passed by the courtMartin LEE may not agree to it, the fact is that the sentences passed by the court

are usually light.  In case of armed robbery, the convict only faces a sentence ofare usually light.  In case of armed robbery, the convict only faces a sentence ofare usually light.  In case of armed robbery, the convict only faces a sentence ofare usually light.  In case of armed robbery, the convict only faces a sentence of

12 to 15 years in prison.  Even though he has opened fire and caused injuries, he12 to 15 years in prison.  Even though he has opened fire and caused injuries, he12 to 15 years in prison.  Even though he has opened fire and caused injuries, he12 to 15 years in prison.  Even though he has opened fire and caused injuries, he

only faces three or more years of additional imprisonment.  This is still far fromonly faces three or more years of additional imprisonment.  This is still far fromonly faces three or more years of additional imprisonment.  This is still far fromonly faces three or more years of additional imprisonment.  This is still far from

the maximum penalty which is the life imprisonment.  As armed robberies have becomethe maximum penalty which is the life imprisonment.  As armed robberies have becomethe maximum penalty which is the life imprisonment.  As armed robberies have becomethe maximum penalty which is the life imprisonment.  As armed robberies have become

rampant and robbers cold-bloodedly fire at and assault police officers, several orrampant and robbers cold-bloodedly fire at and assault police officers, several orrampant and robbers cold-bloodedly fire at and assault police officers, several orrampant and robbers cold-bloodedly fire at and assault police officers, several or

10 years' imprisonment will not have deterrent effect.  Meanwhile, the maximum10 years' imprisonment will not have deterrent effect.  Meanwhile, the maximum10 years' imprisonment will not have deterrent effect.  Meanwhile, the maximum10 years' imprisonment will not have deterrent effect.  Meanwhile, the maximum

penalty for "snake heads" who arrange illegal immigrants to sneak across the borderpenalty for "snake heads" who arrange illegal immigrants to sneak across the borderpenalty for "snake heads" who arrange illegal immigrants to sneak across the borderpenalty for "snake heads" who arrange illegal immigrants to sneak across the border

is life imprisonment.  But recently, the court only sentence those who have committedis life imprisonment.  But recently, the court only sentence those who have committedis life imprisonment.  But recently, the court only sentence those who have committedis life imprisonment.  But recently, the court only sentence those who have committed



the crime of making arrangements for or assisting illegal immigrants to about 30the crime of making arrangements for or assisting illegal immigrants to about 30the crime of making arrangements for or assisting illegal immigrants to about 30the crime of making arrangements for or assisting illegal immigrants to about 30

months' imprisonment.  Concerning triad offences, the average sentence ranges frommonths' imprisonment.  Concerning triad offences, the average sentence ranges frommonths' imprisonment.  Concerning triad offences, the average sentence ranges frommonths' imprisonment.  Concerning triad offences, the average sentence ranges from

one year suspended sentence to three years' imprisonment.  The average sentence forone year suspended sentence to three years' imprisonment.  The average sentence forone year suspended sentence to three years' imprisonment.  The average sentence forone year suspended sentence to three years' imprisonment.  The average sentence for

intimidation and extortion is four years' imprisonment.  The sentence passed inintimidation and extortion is four years' imprisonment.  The sentence passed inintimidation and extortion is four years' imprisonment.  The sentence passed inintimidation and extortion is four years' imprisonment.  The sentence passed in

respect of loansharking is even lighter.  In a recent case, nine-month suspendedrespect of loansharking is even lighter.  In a recent case, nine-month suspendedrespect of loansharking is even lighter.  In a recent case, nine-month suspendedrespect of loansharking is even lighter.  In a recent case, nine-month suspended

sentences have been passed.sentences have been passed.sentences have been passed.sentences have been passed.

We all know that police officers have risked their lives in fighting crimes andWe all know that police officers have risked their lives in fighting crimes andWe all know that police officers have risked their lives in fighting crimes andWe all know that police officers have risked their lives in fighting crimes and

bringing criminals to justice.  Yet, it is not easy for them to successfully detectbringing criminals to justice.  Yet, it is not easy for them to successfully detectbringing criminals to justice.  Yet, it is not easy for them to successfully detectbringing criminals to justice.  Yet, it is not easy for them to successfully detect

a criminal syndicate.  The current sentences faced by criminals, however, have nota criminal syndicate.  The current sentences faced by criminals, however, have nota criminal syndicate.  The current sentences faced by criminals, however, have nota criminal syndicate.  The current sentences faced by criminals, however, have not

only failed to have any deterrent effects, but also undermined the morale of the police.only failed to have any deterrent effects, but also undermined the morale of the police.only failed to have any deterrent effects, but also undermined the morale of the police.only failed to have any deterrent effects, but also undermined the morale of the police.

Though police officers have worked hard to bring a triad leader to the court, theThough police officers have worked hard to bring a triad leader to the court, theThough police officers have worked hard to bring a triad leader to the court, theThough police officers have worked hard to bring a triad leader to the court, the

convict can soon walk out of the prison and resume the post of the Dragon Head Bigconvict can soon walk out of the prison and resume the post of the Dragon Head Bigconvict can soon walk out of the prison and resume the post of the Dragon Head Bigconvict can soon walk out of the prison and resume the post of the Dragon Head Big

Brother.  What will those police officers feel?  Mr Deputy President, I do respectBrother.  What will those police officers feel?  Mr Deputy President, I do respectBrother.  What will those police officers feel?  Mr Deputy President, I do respectBrother.  What will those police officers feel?  Mr Deputy President, I do respect

the principle of judicial independence.  At the same time, I am sure that heavierthe principle of judicial independence.  At the same time, I am sure that heavierthe principle of judicial independence.  At the same time, I am sure that heavierthe principle of judicial independence.  At the same time, I am sure that heavier

sentences will have greater deterrent effects to criminals.  The authority of thesentences will have greater deterrent effects to criminals.  The authority of thesentences will have greater deterrent effects to criminals.  The authority of thesentences will have greater deterrent effects to criminals.  The authority of the

police and their morale will also be positively affected.  I therefore urge the Legalpolice and their morale will also be positively affected.  I therefore urge the Legalpolice and their morale will also be positively affected.  I therefore urge the Legalpolice and their morale will also be positively affected.  I therefore urge the Legal

Department to closely monitor the sentences passed by the court and apply for a reviewDepartment to closely monitor the sentences passed by the court and apply for a reviewDepartment to closely monitor the sentences passed by the court and apply for a reviewDepartment to closely monitor the sentences passed by the court and apply for a review

if necessary to ensure that the sentence of a convict can adequately reflect theif necessary to ensure that the sentence of a convict can adequately reflect theif necessary to ensure that the sentence of a convict can adequately reflect theif necessary to ensure that the sentence of a convict can adequately reflect the

seriousness of the crime committed.seriousness of the crime committed.seriousness of the crime committed.seriousness of the crime committed.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President,  I will keep my comments as brief as possibleMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President,  I will keep my comments as brief as possibleMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President,  I will keep my comments as brief as possibleMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President,  I will keep my comments as brief as possible

and I do apologize to the interpreters to whom I have not given a copy of this speech.and I do apologize to the interpreters to whom I have not given a copy of this speech.and I do apologize to the interpreters to whom I have not given a copy of this speech.and I do apologize to the interpreters to whom I have not given a copy of this speech.

Our community has always had to deal with violent crime, some of it connectedOur community has always had to deal with violent crime, some of it connectedOur community has always had to deal with violent crime, some of it connectedOur community has always had to deal with violent crime, some of it connected

with organized crime.  Our police force has been able to contain such violence andwith organized crime.  Our police force has been able to contain such violence andwith organized crime.  Our police force has been able to contain such violence andwith organized crime.  Our police force has been able to contain such violence and

over the years we have seen a satisfactory rate of detection, prosecution andover the years we have seen a satisfactory rate of detection, prosecution andover the years we have seen a satisfactory rate of detection, prosecution andover the years we have seen a satisfactory rate of detection, prosecution and

punishment.  The Fight Crime Committee has done a good job in promoting publicpunishment.  The Fight Crime Committee has done a good job in promoting publicpunishment.  The Fight Crime Committee has done a good job in promoting publicpunishment.  The Fight Crime Committee has done a good job in promoting public

awareness and co-operation with the police.  The result of all this work and co-awareness and co-operation with the police.  The result of all this work and co-awareness and co-operation with the police.  The result of all this work and co-awareness and co-operation with the police.  The result of all this work and co-

operation has been, until recently, a society which by international standards wasoperation has been, until recently, a society which by international standards wasoperation has been, until recently, a society which by international standards wasoperation has been, until recently, a society which by international standards was

safe and law-abiding; a community within which citizens and visitors could walk oursafe and law-abiding; a community within which citizens and visitors could walk oursafe and law-abiding; a community within which citizens and visitors could walk oursafe and law-abiding; a community within which citizens and visitors could walk our

streets by day or night without fear; our shopkeepers could display their waresstreets by day or night without fear; our shopkeepers could display their waresstreets by day or night without fear; our shopkeepers could display their waresstreets by day or night without fear; our shopkeepers could display their wares

without serious worry about armed attack.  In my view that is no longer quite thewithout serious worry about armed attack.  In my view that is no longer quite thewithout serious worry about armed attack.  In my view that is no longer quite thewithout serious worry about armed attack.  In my view that is no longer quite the

case.case.case.case.



In recent times we have had to withstand an escalation of serious crime involvingIn recent times we have had to withstand an escalation of serious crime involvingIn recent times we have had to withstand an escalation of serious crime involvingIn recent times we have had to withstand an escalation of serious crime involving

violence or threatened violence.  We have seen an upsurge of robbery with violenceviolence or threatened violence.  We have seen an upsurge of robbery with violenceviolence or threatened violence.  We have seen an upsurge of robbery with violenceviolence or threatened violence.  We have seen an upsurge of robbery with violence

involving the threat or use of firearms, clearly involving close co-ordinationinvolving the threat or use of firearms, clearly involving close co-ordinationinvolving the threat or use of firearms, clearly involving close co-ordinationinvolving the threat or use of firearms, clearly involving close co-ordination

between Hong Kong criminals and their counterparts from China, involving impressivebetween Hong Kong criminals and their counterparts from China, involving impressivebetween Hong Kong criminals and their counterparts from China, involving impressivebetween Hong Kong criminals and their counterparts from China, involving impressive

planning and organization, and often resulting in the wounding of innocent civiliansplanning and organization, and often resulting in the wounding of innocent civiliansplanning and organization, and often resulting in the wounding of innocent civiliansplanning and organization, and often resulting in the wounding of innocent civilians

and the taking of hostages.  Too often the criminals have been able to escape andand the taking of hostages.  Too often the criminals have been able to escape andand the taking of hostages.  Too often the criminals have been able to escape andand the taking of hostages.  Too often the criminals have been able to escape and

where they have not been subsequently apprehended there has been a suspicion thatwhere they have not been subsequently apprehended there has been a suspicion thatwhere they have not been subsequently apprehended there has been a suspicion thatwhere they have not been subsequently apprehended there has been a suspicion that

they have made their way to China.they have made their way to China.they have made their way to China.they have made their way to China.

Mr Deputy President, although we have been reassured many times by the GovernmeMr Deputy President, although we have been reassured many times by the GovernmeMr Deputy President, although we have been reassured many times by the GovernmeMr Deputy President, although we have been reassured many times by the Government,nt,nt,nt,

and specifically by the Commissioner of Police, that Hong Kong is still a safe placeand specifically by the Commissioner of Police, that Hong Kong is still a safe placeand specifically by the Commissioner of Police, that Hong Kong is still a safe placeand specifically by the Commissioner of Police, that Hong Kong is still a safe place

by world standards, I have to say that this assurance is no longer as acceptable asby world standards, I have to say that this assurance is no longer as acceptable asby world standards, I have to say that this assurance is no longer as acceptable asby world standards, I have to say that this assurance is no longer as acceptable as

it was.  I believe we are moving rapidly into a rather dangerous situation.  Everyit was.  I believe we are moving rapidly into a rather dangerous situation.  Everyit was.  I believe we are moving rapidly into a rather dangerous situation.  Everyit was.  I believe we are moving rapidly into a rather dangerous situation.  Every

time violent crime succeeds, it is an invitation to criminals to try something more,time violent crime succeeds, it is an invitation to criminals to try something more,time violent crime succeeds, it is an invitation to criminals to try something more,time violent crime succeeds, it is an invitation to criminals to try something more,

to organize better, to aim at bigger targets, and to use firearms ever moreto organize better, to aim at bigger targets, and to use firearms ever moreto organize better, to aim at bigger targets, and to use firearms ever moreto organize better, to aim at bigger targets, and to use firearms ever more

indiscriminately.  This is a sort of mini war and I believe we should now treat violentindiscriminately.  This is a sort of mini war and I believe we should now treat violentindiscriminately.  This is a sort of mini war and I believe we should now treat violentindiscriminately.  This is a sort of mini war and I believe we should now treat violent

crime accordingly.  If we do not, we risk very dangerous escalation withcrime accordingly.  If we do not, we risk very dangerous escalation withcrime accordingly.  If we do not, we risk very dangerous escalation withcrime accordingly.  If we do not, we risk very dangerous escalation with

unforeseeable consequences.unforeseeable consequences.unforeseeable consequences.unforeseeable consequences.

It seems to me that some further measures can be taken.  We should begin, perhaps,It seems to me that some further measures can be taken.  We should begin, perhaps,It seems to me that some further measures can be taken.  We should begin, perhaps,It seems to me that some further measures can be taken.  We should begin, perhaps,

with police capability and police morale.  Again, we have received governmentwith police capability and police morale.  Again, we have received governmentwith police capability and police morale.  Again, we have received governmentwith police capability and police morale.  Again, we have received government

assurances that all is well but I have also heard many times from policemen and othersassurances that all is well but I have also heard many times from policemen and othersassurances that all is well but I have also heard many times from policemen and othersassurances that all is well but I have also heard many times from policemen and others

that confidence in the leadership in the police force is not high and that there isthat confidence in the leadership in the police force is not high and that there isthat confidence in the leadership in the police force is not high and that there isthat confidence in the leadership in the police force is not high and that there is

a feeling that there is not sufficient determination at senior levels to overcomea feeling that there is not sufficient determination at senior levels to overcomea feeling that there is not sufficient determination at senior levels to overcomea feeling that there is not sufficient determination at senior levels to overcome

some of these problems.some of these problems.some of these problems.some of these problems.

I have tried to ascertain whether such a morale problem really exists but I findI have tried to ascertain whether such a morale problem really exists but I findI have tried to ascertain whether such a morale problem really exists but I findI have tried to ascertain whether such a morale problem really exists but I find

it difficult to engage senior policemen in informal discussion on this issue.  Theyit difficult to engage senior policemen in informal discussion on this issue.  Theyit difficult to engage senior policemen in informal discussion on this issue.  Theyit difficult to engage senior policemen in informal discussion on this issue.  They

do not want to be disloyal to Mr LI Kwan-ha and his senior officers.  My impression,do not want to be disloyal to Mr LI Kwan-ha and his senior officers.  My impression,do not want to be disloyal to Mr LI Kwan-ha and his senior officers.  My impression,do not want to be disloyal to Mr LI Kwan-ha and his senior officers.  My impression,

however, is that they are not happy with the top leadership.  The Secretary forhowever, is that they are not happy with the top leadership.  The Secretary forhowever, is that they are not happy with the top leadership.  The Secretary forhowever, is that they are not happy with the top leadership.  The Secretary for

Security may be able to consider whether such a problem really does exist.  TheSecurity may be able to consider whether such a problem really does exist.  TheSecurity may be able to consider whether such a problem really does exist.  TheSecurity may be able to consider whether such a problem really does exist.  The

Security Panel of this Council may also wish to examine this matter.Security Panel of this Council may also wish to examine this matter.Security Panel of this Council may also wish to examine this matter.Security Panel of this Council may also wish to examine this matter.

It is cIt is cIt is cIt is clear that we are facing a new breed of dangerous criminals willing to risklear that we are facing a new breed of dangerous criminals willing to risklear that we are facing a new breed of dangerous criminals willing to risklear that we are facing a new breed of dangerous criminals willing to risk

life, to rob, and to escape.  My impression is that many of them in fact come fromlife, to rob, and to escape.  My impression is that many of them in fact come fromlife, to rob, and to escape.  My impression is that many of them in fact come fromlife, to rob, and to escape.  My impression is that many of them in fact come from

China.  It goes without saying that cross-border liaison between the respectiveChina.  It goes without saying that cross-border liaison between the respectiveChina.  It goes without saying that cross-border liaison between the respectiveChina.  It goes without saying that cross-border liaison between the respective

forces of law and order must take high priority and I do accept that this is done.forces of law and order must take high priority and I do accept that this is done.forces of law and order must take high priority and I do accept that this is done.forces of law and order must take high priority and I do accept that this is done.

The co-operation of the Chinese authorities is paramount and I hope that there isThe co-operation of the Chinese authorities is paramount and I hope that there isThe co-operation of the Chinese authorities is paramount and I hope that there isThe co-operation of the Chinese authorities is paramount and I hope that there is



no reticence on either side. In this regard, would it not be possible to set up ano reticence on either side. In this regard, would it not be possible to set up ano reticence on either side. In this regard, would it not be possible to set up ano reticence on either side. In this regard, would it not be possible to set up a

Police Co-ordination Unit beyond the existing arrangements which would permit policePolice Co-ordination Unit beyond the existing arrangements which would permit policePolice Co-ordination Unit beyond the existing arrangements which would permit policePolice Co-ordination Unit beyond the existing arrangements which would permit police

officers to work with each other in each territory with agreement on hot pursuit whereofficers to work with each other in each territory with agreement on hot pursuit whereofficers to work with each other in each territory with agreement on hot pursuit whereofficers to work with each other in each territory with agreement on hot pursuit where

this is appropriate.  We ought not to have any more of these confrontations betweenthis is appropriate.  We ought not to have any more of these confrontations betweenthis is appropriate.  We ought not to have any more of these confrontations betweenthis is appropriate.  We ought not to have any more of these confrontations between

armed PRC personnel and our own police in our waters or elsewhere.armed PRC personnel and our own police in our waters or elsewhere.armed PRC personnel and our own police in our waters or elsewhere.armed PRC personnel and our own police in our waters or elsewhere.

I am not sure of the arrangements for police teams in Hong Kong comprising ofI am not sure of the arrangements for police teams in Hong Kong comprising ofI am not sure of the arrangements for police teams in Hong Kong comprising ofI am not sure of the arrangements for police teams in Hong Kong comprising of

expert sharp-shooters who would be able to deal with emergency dangerousexpert sharp-shooters who would be able to deal with emergency dangerousexpert sharp-shooters who would be able to deal with emergency dangerousexpert sharp-shooters who would be able to deal with emergency dangerous

confrontations with armed criminals.  I feel, however, that every police districtconfrontations with armed criminals.  I feel, however, that every police districtconfrontations with armed criminals.  I feel, however, that every police districtconfrontations with armed criminals.  I feel, however, that every police district

should have its own specialist team, or teams, to be called in immediately whenshould have its own specialist team, or teams, to be called in immediately whenshould have its own specialist team, or teams, to be called in immediately whenshould have its own specialist team, or teams, to be called in immediately when

emergencies arise.  Criminals are willing to use firearms; the police should be wellemergencies arise.  Criminals are willing to use firearms; the police should be wellemergencies arise.  Criminals are willing to use firearms; the police should be wellemergencies arise.  Criminals are willing to use firearms; the police should be well

equipped and capable of using firearms in response.  And in this regard I agreeequipped and capable of using firearms in response.  And in this regard I agreeequipped and capable of using firearms in response.  And in this regard I agreeequipped and capable of using firearms in response.  And in this regard I agree

entirely with some of the previous speakers who suggest that the restrictions on theentirely with some of the previous speakers who suggest that the restrictions on theentirely with some of the previous speakers who suggest that the restrictions on theentirely with some of the previous speakers who suggest that the restrictions on the

police should be reduced or removed in regard to the return of fire.police should be reduced or removed in regard to the return of fire.police should be reduced or removed in regard to the return of fire.police should be reduced or removed in regard to the return of fire.

I feel also that the triad link with violent crime is already serious and likelyI feel also that the triad link with violent crime is already serious and likelyI feel also that the triad link with violent crime is already serious and likelyI feel also that the triad link with violent crime is already serious and likely

to become more so.  Action is already being taken against triads, with good results.to become more so.  Action is already being taken against triads, with good results.to become more so.  Action is already being taken against triads, with good results.to become more so.  Action is already being taken against triads, with good results.

These efforts, in my view, should be stepped up and widened.  The triad leaders mustThese efforts, in my view, should be stepped up and widened.  The triad leaders mustThese efforts, in my view, should be stepped up and widened.  The triad leaders mustThese efforts, in my view, should be stepped up and widened.  The triad leaders must

be brought before the courts, as well as their violent followers.  We are never clearbe brought before the courts, as well as their violent followers.  We are never clearbe brought before the courts, as well as their violent followers.  We are never clearbe brought before the courts, as well as their violent followers.  We are never clear

of triad menace; so this is not a temporary phase but must become a prime objective.of triad menace; so this is not a temporary phase but must become a prime objective.of triad menace; so this is not a temporary phase but must become a prime objective.of triad menace; so this is not a temporary phase but must become a prime objective.

I think consideration should be given to increasing the maximum sentences which applyI think consideration should be given to increasing the maximum sentences which applyI think consideration should be given to increasing the maximum sentences which applyI think consideration should be given to increasing the maximum sentences which apply

to triad offences.  It should be remembered that the triads are directly associatedto triad offences.  It should be remembered that the triads are directly associatedto triad offences.  It should be remembered that the triads are directly associatedto triad offences.  It should be remembered that the triads are directly associated

with the threat of violence in almost all that they do.  The only way the triads canwith the threat of violence in almost all that they do.  The only way the triads canwith the threat of violence in almost all that they do.  The only way the triads canwith the threat of violence in almost all that they do.  The only way the triads can

extort money from their helpless victims is by the threat of violence.  The only wayextort money from their helpless victims is by the threat of violence.  The only wayextort money from their helpless victims is by the threat of violence.  The only wayextort money from their helpless victims is by the threat of violence.  The only way

that such protection money payments will be resisted is by public demonstration thatthat such protection money payments will be resisted is by public demonstration thatthat such protection money payments will be resisted is by public demonstration thatthat such protection money payments will be resisted is by public demonstration that

the triads can be effectively prosecuted. I note the recent action taken against thethe triads can be effectively prosecuted. I note the recent action taken against thethe triads can be effectively prosecuted. I note the recent action taken against thethe triads can be effectively prosecuted. I note the recent action taken against the

Sun Yee On, for example, in the New Territories which I believe is quite efficient.Sun Yee On, for example, in the New Territories which I believe is quite efficient.Sun Yee On, for example, in the New Territories which I believe is quite efficient.Sun Yee On, for example, in the New Territories which I believe is quite efficient.

The courts also have a part to play.  Violent crime must surely attractThe courts also have a part to play.  Violent crime must surely attractThe courts also have a part to play.  Violent crime must surely attractThe courts also have a part to play.  Violent crime must surely attract

substantial sentences.  Our judges and magistrates must be persuaded to regardsubstantial sentences.  Our judges and magistrates must be persuaded to regardsubstantial sentences.  Our judges and magistrates must be persuaded to regardsubstantial sentences.  Our judges and magistrates must be persuaded to regard

violent crime with great concern and abhorrence, and sentence accordingly.violent crime with great concern and abhorrence, and sentence accordingly.violent crime with great concern and abhorrence, and sentence accordingly.violent crime with great concern and abhorrence, and sentence accordingly.

Sentences must act as a deterrent and as a reassurance to the community.Sentences must act as a deterrent and as a reassurance to the community.Sentences must act as a deterrent and as a reassurance to the community.Sentences must act as a deterrent and as a reassurance to the community.

Mr Deputy President, most of us have a sense of fMr Deputy President, most of us have a sense of fMr Deputy President, most of us have a sense of fMr Deputy President, most of us have a sense of futility in considering thisutility in considering thisutility in considering thisutility in considering this

overall question.  Police organization and police work is complex and much of itoverall question.  Police organization and police work is complex and much of itoverall question.  Police organization and police work is complex and much of itoverall question.  Police organization and police work is complex and much of it

involves a high level of discipline and bravery.  We must be sure that police moraleinvolves a high level of discipline and bravery.  We must be sure that police moraleinvolves a high level of discipline and bravery.  We must be sure that police moraleinvolves a high level of discipline and bravery.  We must be sure that police morale

is as high as possible, that the equipment given to the police is the best available,is as high as possible, that the equipment given to the police is the best available,is as high as possible, that the equipment given to the police is the best available,is as high as possible, that the equipment given to the police is the best available,

that the restrictions on police response to violence do not deter them from doingthat the restrictions on police response to violence do not deter them from doingthat the restrictions on police response to violence do not deter them from doingthat the restrictions on police response to violence do not deter them from doing



their job, and that their organization is both efficient and enlightened.  The policetheir job, and that their organization is both efficient and enlightened.  The policetheir job, and that their organization is both efficient and enlightened.  The policetheir job, and that their organization is both efficient and enlightened.  The police

are part of our community and must feel so.  This Council must, I think, do more toare part of our community and must feel so.  This Council must, I think, do more toare part of our community and must feel so.  This Council must, I think, do more toare part of our community and must feel so.  This Council must, I think, do more to

seek advice and information from the police force and to listen to and support ideasseek advice and information from the police force and to listen to and support ideasseek advice and information from the police force and to listen to and support ideasseek advice and information from the police force and to listen to and support ideas

on improvement.on improvement.on improvement.on improvement.

I end as I started, by suggesting that we are at war with violent criminals.  WeI end as I started, by suggesting that we are at war with violent criminals.  WeI end as I started, by suggesting that we are at war with violent criminals.  WeI end as I started, by suggesting that we are at war with violent criminals.  We

must not fight them with velvet gloves nor with one hand tied behind our backs.  Imust not fight them with velvet gloves nor with one hand tied behind our backs.  Imust not fight them with velvet gloves nor with one hand tied behind our backs.  Imust not fight them with velvet gloves nor with one hand tied behind our backs.  I

will listen with great interest to the Secretary for Security in his response to thiswill listen with great interest to the Secretary for Security in his response to thiswill listen with great interest to the Secretary for Security in his response to thiswill listen with great interest to the Secretary for Security in his response to this

Council's deep concern.Council's deep concern.Council's deep concern.Council's deep concern.

Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I believe it would be true to say that Hong KongMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I believe it would be true to say that Hong KongMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I believe it would be true to say that Hong KongMRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy President, I believe it would be true to say that Hong Kong

was virtually free from serious crime in the early days after World War II, and thatwas virtually free from serious crime in the early days after World War II, and thatwas virtually free from serious crime in the early days after World War II, and thatwas virtually free from serious crime in the early days after World War II, and that

corruption and crime increased along with affluence.  Corruption reached the climaxcorruption and crime increased along with affluence.  Corruption reached the climaxcorruption and crime increased along with affluence.  Corruption reached the climaxcorruption and crime increased along with affluence.  Corruption reached the climax

in the early 1970s, resulting in the belated decision to set up the ICAC in 1974.in the early 1970s, resulting in the belated decision to set up the ICAC in 1974.in the early 1970s, resulting in the belated decision to set up the ICAC in 1974.in the early 1970s, resulting in the belated decision to set up the ICAC in 1974.

Crime, however, continued to increase.Crime, however, continued to increase.Crime, however, continued to increase.Crime, however, continued to increase.

Up to 1974 the process of corruption was simple and overt.  Any triad gang couldUp to 1974 the process of corruption was simple and overt.  Any triad gang couldUp to 1974 the process of corruption was simple and overt.  Any triad gang couldUp to 1974 the process of corruption was simple and overt.  Any triad gang could

operate by intimidation and extortion simply by paying those among the police whooperate by intimidation and extortion simply by paying those among the police whooperate by intimidation and extortion simply by paying those among the police whooperate by intimidation and extortion simply by paying those among the police who

were happy to be bribed, while those who were not happy to join in the corruptionwere happy to be bribed, while those who were not happy to join in the corruptionwere happy to be bribed, while those who were not happy to join in the corruptionwere happy to be bribed, while those who were not happy to join in the corruption

were very unpopular and liable to be sacked.  Even to get promotion in the policewere very unpopular and liable to be sacked.  Even to get promotion in the policewere very unpopular and liable to be sacked.  Even to get promotion in the policewere very unpopular and liable to be sacked.  Even to get promotion in the police

in some districts at that time required a large bribe, and money needed to pay thein some districts at that time required a large bribe, and money needed to pay thein some districts at that time required a large bribe, and money needed to pay thein some districts at that time required a large bribe, and money needed to pay the

bribe was often advanced by triad brothers, who in return were given licence to carrybribe was often advanced by triad brothers, who in return were given licence to carrybribe was often advanced by triad brothers, who in return were given licence to carrybribe was often advanced by triad brothers, who in return were given licence to carry

on vice and criminal activities.  A certain expatriate policeman actually boastedon vice and criminal activities.  A certain expatriate policeman actually boastedon vice and criminal activities.  A certain expatriate policeman actually boastedon vice and criminal activities.  A certain expatriate policeman actually boasted

in court that he ran his corrupt activities like a business company.in court that he ran his corrupt activities like a business company.in court that he ran his corrupt activities like a business company.in court that he ran his corrupt activities like a business company.

The ICAC stopped a great deal of that overt corruption, and the exThe ICAC stopped a great deal of that overt corruption, and the exThe ICAC stopped a great deal of that overt corruption, and the exThe ICAC stopped a great deal of that overt corruption, and the expatriatepatriatepatriatepatriate

policeman I mentioned was one of those who went to prison, though only for a shortpoliceman I mentioned was one of those who went to prison, though only for a shortpoliceman I mentioned was one of those who went to prison, though only for a shortpoliceman I mentioned was one of those who went to prison, though only for a short

time, for his monstrous crimes against society.time, for his monstrous crimes against society.time, for his monstrous crimes against society.time, for his monstrous crimes against society.

Then came the amnesty at the end of the 1970s, and corrupt police were able toThen came the amnesty at the end of the 1970s, and corrupt police were able toThen came the amnesty at the end of the 1970s, and corrupt police were able toThen came the amnesty at the end of the 1970s, and corrupt police were able to

breathe freely again, while honest police were released from the pressure to joinbreathe freely again, while honest police were released from the pressure to joinbreathe freely again, while honest police were released from the pressure to joinbreathe freely again, while honest police were released from the pressure to join

in corruption.in corruption.in corruption.in corruption.

At the same time, the pattern of crime changed.  Some police who had beenAt the same time, the pattern of crime changed.  Some police who had beenAt the same time, the pattern of crime changed.  Some police who had beenAt the same time, the pattern of crime changed.  Some police who had been

dismissed for corruption set themselves up in vice dens -- casinos, houses ofdismissed for corruption set themselves up in vice dens -- casinos, houses ofdismissed for corruption set themselves up in vice dens -- casinos, houses ofdismissed for corruption set themselves up in vice dens -- casinos, houses of



prostitution, drug trafficking, loan-sharking, and all the other evils that go withprostitution, drug trafficking, loan-sharking, and all the other evils that go withprostitution, drug trafficking, loan-sharking, and all the other evils that go withprostitution, drug trafficking, loan-sharking, and all the other evils that go with

triad activities.  The dishonest police who remained in the force then became parttriad activities.  The dishonest police who remained in the force then became parttriad activities.  The dishonest police who remained in the force then became parttriad activities.  The dishonest police who remained in the force then became part

of the triad scene, instead of its corrupt collaborators.  That was much safer forof the triad scene, instead of its corrupt collaborators.  That was much safer forof the triad scene, instead of its corrupt collaborators.  That was much safer forof the triad scene, instead of its corrupt collaborators.  That was much safer for

them than open corruption, because corruption could be dealt with by the ICAC, whilethem than open corruption, because corruption could be dealt with by the ICAC, whilethem than open corruption, because corruption could be dealt with by the ICAC, whilethem than open corruption, because corruption could be dealt with by the ICAC, while

triad activities are dealt with by the police, and the triads already had sometriad activities are dealt with by the police, and the triads already had sometriad activities are dealt with by the police, and the triads already had sometriad activities are dealt with by the police, and the triads already had some

well-established contacts with bad elements in the police.well-established contacts with bad elements in the police.well-established contacts with bad elements in the police.well-established contacts with bad elements in the police.

Let me make it clear that I am not accusing all police.  In fact I think the Let me make it clear that I am not accusing all police.  In fact I think the Let me make it clear that I am not accusing all police.  In fact I think the Let me make it clear that I am not accusing all police.  In fact I think the calibrecalibrecalibrecalibre

of the young police has greatly improved.  But it is not easy even for a majorityof the young police has greatly improved.  But it is not easy even for a majorityof the young police has greatly improved.  But it is not easy even for a majorityof the young police has greatly improved.  But it is not easy even for a majority

of honest police to deal with triads while those old connections still exist.  Thatof honest police to deal with triads while those old connections still exist.  Thatof honest police to deal with triads while those old connections still exist.  Thatof honest police to deal with triads while those old connections still exist.  That

may well be the reason why police become frustrated and left the force because theymay well be the reason why police become frustrated and left the force because theymay well be the reason why police become frustrated and left the force because theymay well be the reason why police become frustrated and left the force because they

feel unable to do their work conscientiously.feel unable to do their work conscientiously.feel unable to do their work conscientiously.feel unable to do their work conscientiously.

It has been my contention therefore for the past 10 years or more that it is almostIt has been my contention therefore for the past 10 years or more that it is almostIt has been my contention therefore for the past 10 years or more that it is almostIt has been my contention therefore for the past 10 years or more that it is almost

impossible for the triad problem to be solved by the police, no matter how wellimpossible for the triad problem to be solved by the police, no matter how wellimpossible for the triad problem to be solved by the police, no matter how wellimpossible for the triad problem to be solved by the police, no matter how well

intentioned many of them may be.  I have suggested, and continue to suggest, thatintentioned many of them may be.  I have suggested, and continue to suggest, thatintentioned many of them may be.  I have suggested, and continue to suggest, thatintentioned many of them may be.  I have suggested, and continue to suggest, that

because of this old connection between triads and corrupt police, the investigationbecause of this old connection between triads and corrupt police, the investigationbecause of this old connection between triads and corrupt police, the investigationbecause of this old connection between triads and corrupt police, the investigation

of triads should be undertaken by the ICAC or some other independent body.of triads should be undertaken by the ICAC or some other independent body.of triads should be undertaken by the ICAC or some other independent body.of triads should be undertaken by the ICAC or some other independent body.

I make this same proposal again today, and I hope it wiI make this same proposal again today, and I hope it wiI make this same proposal again today, and I hope it wiI make this same proposal again today, and I hope it will be given serious thought.ll be given serious thought.ll be given serious thought.ll be given serious thought.

One final thought.  Recently I proposed that the Charter for Youth shouldOne final thought.  Recently I proposed that the Charter for Youth shouldOne final thought.  Recently I proposed that the Charter for Youth shouldOne final thought.  Recently I proposed that the Charter for Youth should

emphasize the rehabilitation of young minor offenders, in an effort to give them anemphasize the rehabilitation of young minor offenders, in an effort to give them anemphasize the rehabilitation of young minor offenders, in an effort to give them anemphasize the rehabilitation of young minor offenders, in an effort to give them an

alternative to a life of crime.  Criminal records discourage young people from makingalternative to a life of crime.  Criminal records discourage young people from makingalternative to a life of crime.  Criminal records discourage young people from makingalternative to a life of crime.  Criminal records discourage young people from making

good, from clearing their consciences and getting on with their lives.  More and moregood, from clearing their consciences and getting on with their lives.  More and moregood, from clearing their consciences and getting on with their lives.  More and moregood, from clearing their consciences and getting on with their lives.  More and more

of these young offenders become the tools and scapegoats of syndicated triads.  Weof these young offenders become the tools and scapegoats of syndicated triads.  Weof these young offenders become the tools and scapegoats of syndicated triads.  Weof these young offenders become the tools and scapegoats of syndicated triads.  We

must act before it is too late.  I therefore urge the Government to make triadmust act before it is too late.  I therefore urge the Government to make triadmust act before it is too late.  I therefore urge the Government to make triadmust act before it is too late.  I therefore urge the Government to make triad

activities and corruption the joint responsibility of the ICAC in order to show aactivities and corruption the joint responsibility of the ICAC in order to show aactivities and corruption the joint responsibility of the ICAC in order to show aactivities and corruption the joint responsibility of the ICAC in order to show a

genuine intention of making inroads into serious crime.genuine intention of making inroads into serious crime.genuine intention of making inroads into serious crime.genuine intention of making inroads into serious crime.

Mr Deputy President, apart from my proposal on control of triads I support theMr Deputy President, apart from my proposal on control of triads I support theMr Deputy President, apart from my proposal on control of triads I support theMr Deputy President, apart from my proposal on control of triads I support the

other measures proposed in the motion including improvements to the condition ofother measures proposed in the motion including improvements to the condition ofother measures proposed in the motion including improvements to the condition ofother measures proposed in the motion including improvements to the condition of

service of the police.  I support the motion.service of the police.  I support the motion.service of the police.  I support the motion.service of the police.  I support the motion.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as the vice-spokesman onREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as the vice-spokesman onREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as the vice-spokesman onREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, as the vice-spokesman on

security policy for the United Democrats of Hong Kong, I wish to say a few words aboutsecurity policy for the United Democrats of Hong Kong, I wish to say a few words aboutsecurity policy for the United Democrats of Hong Kong, I wish to say a few words aboutsecurity policy for the United Democrats of Hong Kong, I wish to say a few words about

the shortage of manpower and the widespread low morale in the police force.the shortage of manpower and the widespread low morale in the police force.the shortage of manpower and the widespread low morale in the police force.the shortage of manpower and the widespread low morale in the police force.



We have been reassured by the police that it has sufficient manpower and enjoysWe have been reassured by the police that it has sufficient manpower and enjoysWe have been reassured by the police that it has sufficient manpower and enjoysWe have been reassured by the police that it has sufficient manpower and enjoys

high morale, but it is plain that the actual situation is different from what we arehigh morale, but it is plain that the actual situation is different from what we arehigh morale, but it is plain that the actual situation is different from what we arehigh morale, but it is plain that the actual situation is different from what we are

told.  Let me now cite a few examples:told.  Let me now cite a few examples:told.  Let me now cite a few examples:told.  Let me now cite a few examples:

(1)(1)(1)(1) It has been a year since the Ma On Shan Police Station was completed.  AllIt has been a year since the Ma On Shan Police Station was completed.  AllIt has been a year since the Ma On Shan Police Station was completed.  AllIt has been a year since the Ma On Shan Police Station was completed.  All

except for one thing have been ready, namely, the police officers.  The shortage ofexcept for one thing have been ready, namely, the police officers.  The shortage ofexcept for one thing have been ready, namely, the police officers.  The shortage ofexcept for one thing have been ready, namely, the police officers.  The shortage of

manpower has resulted in the Ma On Shan Police Station not being able to serve themanpower has resulted in the Ma On Shan Police Station not being able to serve themanpower has resulted in the Ma On Shan Police Station not being able to serve themanpower has resulted in the Ma On Shan Police Station not being able to serve the

public.public.public.public.

(2)(2)(2)(2) Though the Tin Shui Wai Police Station will be ready for use by this AprilThough the Tin Shui Wai Police Station will be ready for use by this AprilThough the Tin Shui Wai Police Station will be ready for use by this AprilThough the Tin Shui Wai Police Station will be ready for use by this April

or May, the poor result of the recruitment exercise has necessitated the authoritiesor May, the poor result of the recruitment exercise has necessitated the authoritiesor May, the poor result of the recruitment exercise has necessitated the authoritiesor May, the poor result of the recruitment exercise has necessitated the authorities

to deploy manpower from other districts.to deploy manpower from other districts.to deploy manpower from other districts.to deploy manpower from other districts.

(3)(3)(3)(3) TheTheTheThe strength of the Uniform Branch and the Criminal Investigation Department strength of the Uniform Branch and the Criminal Investigation Department strength of the Uniform Branch and the Criminal Investigation Department strength of the Uniform Branch and the Criminal Investigation Department

in Tuen Mun District is 18% less than their establishment.  Forty-six Uniform Branchin Tuen Mun District is 18% less than their establishment.  Forty-six Uniform Branchin Tuen Mun District is 18% less than their establishment.  Forty-six Uniform Branchin Tuen Mun District is 18% less than their establishment.  Forty-six Uniform Branch

officers have been seconded or redeployed to perform other duties, for example, toofficers have been seconded or redeployed to perform other duties, for example, toofficers have been seconded or redeployed to perform other duties, for example, toofficers have been seconded or redeployed to perform other duties, for example, to

work at the Shek Kong Detention Centre or the regional command and control centre,work at the Shek Kong Detention Centre or the regional command and control centre,work at the Shek Kong Detention Centre or the regional command and control centre,work at the Shek Kong Detention Centre or the regional command and control centre,

thus reducing almost by half on average the police presence on beat in the district.thus reducing almost by half on average the police presence on beat in the district.thus reducing almost by half on average the police presence on beat in the district.thus reducing almost by half on average the police presence on beat in the district.

(4)(4)(4)(4) At present a number of old public housing estates are undergoing re-At present a number of old public housing estates are undergoing re-At present a number of old public housing estates are undergoing re-At present a number of old public housing estates are undergoing re-

development and the residents are gradually moving out.  As the police does not havedevelopment and the residents are gradually moving out.  As the police does not havedevelopment and the residents are gradually moving out.  As the police does not havedevelopment and the residents are gradually moving out.  As the police does not have

sufficient manpower to take care of these housing estates, criminals take advantagesufficient manpower to take care of these housing estates, criminals take advantagesufficient manpower to take care of these housing estates, criminals take advantagesufficient manpower to take care of these housing estates, criminals take advantage

of this situation and the remaining residents are living in fear.of this situation and the remaining residents are living in fear.of this situation and the remaining residents are living in fear.of this situation and the remaining residents are living in fear.

What has been mentioned above is only the tip oWhat has been mentioned above is only the tip oWhat has been mentioned above is only the tip oWhat has been mentioned above is only the tip of the iceberg.  I am sure thatf the iceberg.  I am sure thatf the iceberg.  I am sure thatf the iceberg.  I am sure that

the shortage of police manpower is much more serious than the figure released by thethe shortage of police manpower is much more serious than the figure released by thethe shortage of police manpower is much more serious than the figure released by thethe shortage of police manpower is much more serious than the figure released by the

police.  For example, the police has claimed that the manpower shortage rate is onlypolice.  For example, the police has claimed that the manpower shortage rate is onlypolice.  For example, the police has claimed that the manpower shortage rate is onlypolice.  For example, the police has claimed that the manpower shortage rate is only

3%.  However, this percentage does not take into account the 300-odd policemen3%.  However, this percentage does not take into account the 300-odd policemen3%.  However, this percentage does not take into account the 300-odd policemen3%.  However, this percentage does not take into account the 300-odd policemen

deployed to the detention centres at Shek Kong and Lo Wu.  I believe the actualdeployed to the detention centres at Shek Kong and Lo Wu.  I believe the actualdeployed to the detention centres at Shek Kong and Lo Wu.  I believe the actualdeployed to the detention centres at Shek Kong and Lo Wu.  I believe the actual

shortage of police manpower is much higher than the 3%.shortage of police manpower is much higher than the 3%.shortage of police manpower is much higher than the 3%.shortage of police manpower is much higher than the 3%.

The shortage of manpower in the police force is serious at present, and theThe shortage of manpower in the police force is serious at present, and theThe shortage of manpower in the police force is serious at present, and theThe shortage of manpower in the police force is serious at present, and the

prospect of the problem is worrying.  A large number of rank and file officers areprospect of the problem is worrying.  A large number of rank and file officers areprospect of the problem is worrying.  A large number of rank and file officers areprospect of the problem is worrying.  A large number of rank and file officers are

apt to opt for premature retirement at the age of 45 in order to receive their pensions,apt to opt for premature retirement at the age of 45 in order to receive their pensions,apt to opt for premature retirement at the age of 45 in order to receive their pensions,apt to opt for premature retirement at the age of 45 in order to receive their pensions,

and at best to be re-employed on contract terms.  Recently the monthly wastage inand at best to be re-employed on contract terms.  Recently the monthly wastage inand at best to be re-employed on contract terms.  Recently the monthly wastage inand at best to be re-employed on contract terms.  Recently the monthly wastage in

the police force has reached 100 officers on average, including retirement,the police force has reached 100 officers on average, including retirement,the police force has reached 100 officers on average, including retirement,the police force has reached 100 officers on average, including retirement,

resignation or transfer.  In last August the figure was as high as 184 officers.  Ifresignation or transfer.  In last August the figure was as high as 184 officers.  Ifresignation or transfer.  In last August the figure was as high as 184 officers.  Ifresignation or transfer.  In last August the figure was as high as 184 officers.  If



this trend remains unchanged, the wastage rate of the police force is expected tothis trend remains unchanged, the wastage rate of the police force is expected tothis trend remains unchanged, the wastage rate of the police force is expected tothis trend remains unchanged, the wastage rate of the police force is expected to

go up dramatically after 1995.go up dramatically after 1995.go up dramatically after 1995.go up dramatically after 1995.

Apart from shortage of manpower, widespread low morale is another great hiddenApart from shortage of manpower, widespread low morale is another great hiddenApart from shortage of manpower, widespread low morale is another great hiddenApart from shortage of manpower, widespread low morale is another great hidden

problem plaguing the police force.  Officers at the top level of the police forceproblem plaguing the police force.  Officers at the top level of the police forceproblem plaguing the police force.  Officers at the top level of the police forceproblem plaguing the police force.  Officers at the top level of the police force

have never admitted they have a low morale problem.  Indeed, morale is not as concretehave never admitted they have a low morale problem.  Indeed, morale is not as concretehave never admitted they have a low morale problem.  Indeed, morale is not as concretehave never admitted they have a low morale problem.  Indeed, morale is not as concrete

as shortage of manpower.  One cannot quantify the problem for objective judgement.as shortage of manpower.  One cannot quantify the problem for objective judgement.as shortage of manpower.  One cannot quantify the problem for objective judgement.as shortage of manpower.  One cannot quantify the problem for objective judgement.

But from the impression and feeling people get from their daily contact with the police,But from the impression and feeling people get from their daily contact with the police,But from the impression and feeling people get from their daily contact with the police,But from the impression and feeling people get from their daily contact with the police,

it is pertinent to say that the morale of the police officers is not as high as whatit is pertinent to say that the morale of the police officers is not as high as whatit is pertinent to say that the morale of the police officers is not as high as whatit is pertinent to say that the morale of the police officers is not as high as what

it used to be.  The reasons why police morale is sinking are very complicated.it used to be.  The reasons why police morale is sinking are very complicated.it used to be.  The reasons why police morale is sinking are very complicated.it used to be.  The reasons why police morale is sinking are very complicated.

Broadly speaking, it is out of the anxiety brought about by the 1997 issue and theBroadly speaking, it is out of the anxiety brought about by the 1997 issue and theBroadly speaking, it is out of the anxiety brought about by the 1997 issue and theBroadly speaking, it is out of the anxiety brought about by the 1997 issue and the

subsequent social changes, and the immediate cause is their dissatisfaction with thesubsequent social changes, and the immediate cause is their dissatisfaction with thesubsequent social changes, and the immediate cause is their dissatisfaction with thesubsequent social changes, and the immediate cause is their dissatisfaction with the

low pay and heavy workload.  But one thing is certain, that is, none of the abovelow pay and heavy workload.  But one thing is certain, that is, none of the abovelow pay and heavy workload.  But one thing is certain, that is, none of the abovelow pay and heavy workload.  But one thing is certain, that is, none of the above

reasons, taken individually, may fully account for the problem of low morale in thereasons, taken individually, may fully account for the problem of low morale in thereasons, taken individually, may fully account for the problem of low morale in thereasons, taken individually, may fully account for the problem of low morale in the

police force.  In other words, there is no single way, say increase in salary, whichpolice force.  In other words, there is no single way, say increase in salary, whichpolice force.  In other words, there is no single way, say increase in salary, whichpolice force.  In other words, there is no single way, say increase in salary, which

we can employ to put an end to this problem.  I suggest that the authorities concernedwe can employ to put an end to this problem.  I suggest that the authorities concernedwe can employ to put an end to this problem.  I suggest that the authorities concernedwe can employ to put an end to this problem.  I suggest that the authorities concerned

should take multi-barrel measures at one time in the following three directions toshould take multi-barrel measures at one time in the following three directions toshould take multi-barrel measures at one time in the following three directions toshould take multi-barrel measures at one time in the following three directions to

boost police morale.  I also believe that the following ways will help improve policeboost police morale.  I also believe that the following ways will help improve policeboost police morale.  I also believe that the following ways will help improve policeboost police morale.  I also believe that the following ways will help improve police

recruitment:recruitment:recruitment:recruitment:

(1)(1)(1)(1) Improve the safety of the police officers on duty -- we have to fight criminalsImprove the safety of the police officers on duty -- we have to fight criminalsImprove the safety of the police officers on duty -- we have to fight criminalsImprove the safety of the police officers on duty -- we have to fight criminals

who are more and more violent with more powerful firearms.  The armed robberies whichwho are more and more violent with more powerful firearms.  The armed robberies whichwho are more and more violent with more powerful firearms.  The armed robberies whichwho are more and more violent with more powerful firearms.  The armed robberies which

took place yesterday and today could bear witness to this observation.  That is totook place yesterday and today could bear witness to this observation.  That is totook place yesterday and today could bear witness to this observation.  That is totook place yesterday and today could bear witness to this observation.  That is to

say, our police officers are faced with increasing danger when they perform theirsay, our police officers are faced with increasing danger when they perform theirsay, our police officers are faced with increasing danger when they perform theirsay, our police officers are faced with increasing danger when they perform their

duties.  Sometimes when a police officer is killed while on duty, other policeduties.  Sometimes when a police officer is killed while on duty, other policeduties.  Sometimes when a police officer is killed while on duty, other policeduties.  Sometimes when a police officer is killed while on duty, other police

officers, especially those under the same command as the deceased will naturally feelofficers, especially those under the same command as the deceased will naturally feelofficers, especially those under the same command as the deceased will naturally feelofficers, especially those under the same command as the deceased will naturally feel

sad and depressed and this would certainly affect their performance.  In terms ofsad and depressed and this would certainly affect their performance.  In terms ofsad and depressed and this would certainly affect their performance.  In terms ofsad and depressed and this would certainly affect their performance.  In terms of

society as a whole, the news of a policeman being killed on duty will draw a swellsociety as a whole, the news of a policeman being killed on duty will draw a swellsociety as a whole, the news of a policeman being killed on duty will draw a swellsociety as a whole, the news of a policeman being killed on duty will draw a swell

of sympathy and may produce a negative effect of discouraging those young people whoof sympathy and may produce a negative effect of discouraging those young people whoof sympathy and may produce a negative effect of discouraging those young people whoof sympathy and may produce a negative effect of discouraging those young people who

intend to become a policeman from joining the police force.  As such the authoritiesintend to become a policeman from joining the police force.  As such the authoritiesintend to become a policeman from joining the police force.  As such the authoritiesintend to become a policeman from joining the police force.  As such the authorities

concerned must endeavour to improve the equipment of the police force as a whole andconcerned must endeavour to improve the equipment of the police force as a whole andconcerned must endeavour to improve the equipment of the police force as a whole andconcerned must endeavour to improve the equipment of the police force as a whole and

make the individual officers better equipped to give them more protection while onmake the individual officers better equipped to give them more protection while onmake the individual officers better equipped to give them more protection while onmake the individual officers better equipped to give them more protection while on

duty.  Over the years the police force in fact has gradually upgraded its members'duty.  Over the years the police force in fact has gradually upgraded its members'duty.  Over the years the police force in fact has gradually upgraded its members'duty.  Over the years the police force in fact has gradually upgraded its members'

equipment.  Better bullet-proof vests and communication equipment used by policeequipment.  Better bullet-proof vests and communication equipment used by policeequipment.  Better bullet-proof vests and communication equipment used by policeequipment.  Better bullet-proof vests and communication equipment used by police

officers on beat are two welcome improvements.  According to recent reports, theofficers on beat are two welcome improvements.  According to recent reports, theofficers on beat are two welcome improvements.  According to recent reports, theofficers on beat are two welcome improvements.  According to recent reports, the

police authorities have plan to issue six more rounds of ammunition to each policepolice authorities have plan to issue six more rounds of ammunition to each policepolice authorities have plan to issue six more rounds of ammunition to each policepolice authorities have plan to issue six more rounds of ammunition to each police

officer as back-up.  Though no one knows what the possible result will be in practicalofficer as back-up.  Though no one knows what the possible result will be in practicalofficer as back-up.  Though no one knows what the possible result will be in practicalofficer as back-up.  Though no one knows what the possible result will be in practical

terms, at least it will bring about a positive psychological effect to the police.terms, at least it will bring about a positive psychological effect to the police.terms, at least it will bring about a positive psychological effect to the police.terms, at least it will bring about a positive psychological effect to the police.



Such arrangement really deserves serious consideration by the Administration.  ISuch arrangement really deserves serious consideration by the Administration.  ISuch arrangement really deserves serious consideration by the Administration.  ISuch arrangement really deserves serious consideration by the Administration.  I

hope the authorities concerned will move in this direction by not slackening in theirhope the authorities concerned will move in this direction by not slackening in theirhope the authorities concerned will move in this direction by not slackening in theirhope the authorities concerned will move in this direction by not slackening in their

efforts to upgrade the equipment for the police and improve the various measuresefforts to upgrade the equipment for the police and improve the various measuresefforts to upgrade the equipment for the police and improve the various measuresefforts to upgrade the equipment for the police and improve the various measures

relating to the performance of duty so as to give police officers more protection.relating to the performance of duty so as to give police officers more protection.relating to the performance of duty so as to give police officers more protection.relating to the performance of duty so as to give police officers more protection.

(2)(2)(2)(2) Improve the image of the police force in the community and the relationshipImprove the image of the police force in the community and the relationshipImprove the image of the police force in the community and the relationshipImprove the image of the police force in the community and the relationship

between the police and the people -- no doubt, there has been a great improvementbetween the police and the people -- no doubt, there has been a great improvementbetween the police and the people -- no doubt, there has been a great improvementbetween the police and the people -- no doubt, there has been a great improvement

on the image of the police force as well as their relationship with the people overon the image of the police force as well as their relationship with the people overon the image of the police force as well as their relationship with the people overon the image of the police force as well as their relationship with the people over

the last two or three decades.  However, as Hong Kong people are getting morethe last two or three decades.  However, as Hong Kong people are getting morethe last two or three decades.  However, as Hong Kong people are getting morethe last two or three decades.  However, as Hong Kong people are getting more

receptive to the concept of human rights, they are now more aware of their own rightsreceptive to the concept of human rights, they are now more aware of their own rightsreceptive to the concept of human rights, they are now more aware of their own rightsreceptive to the concept of human rights, they are now more aware of their own rights

and may demand more from the police officers.  As a result, the odds are that theand may demand more from the police officers.  As a result, the odds are that theand may demand more from the police officers.  As a result, the odds are that theand may demand more from the police officers.  As a result, the odds are that the

police officers and the people will find themselves more likely to be in apolice officers and the people will find themselves more likely to be in apolice officers and the people will find themselves more likely to be in apolice officers and the people will find themselves more likely to be in a

confrontational situation.  It is essential for the authorities concerned to improveconfrontational situation.  It is essential for the authorities concerned to improveconfrontational situation.  It is essential for the authorities concerned to improveconfrontational situation.  It is essential for the authorities concerned to improve

the relationship between the police and the people as well as the police's image inthe relationship between the police and the people as well as the police's image inthe relationship between the police and the people as well as the police's image inthe relationship between the police and the people as well as the police's image in

the community.  When a positive image of the police is established in the community,the community.  When a positive image of the police is established in the community,the community.  When a positive image of the police is established in the community,the community.  When a positive image of the police is established in the community,

it will not only be conducive to crime fighting and maintenance of public order, butit will not only be conducive to crime fighting and maintenance of public order, butit will not only be conducive to crime fighting and maintenance of public order, butit will not only be conducive to crime fighting and maintenance of public order, but

will also make police work more attractive to the people, thus improving thewill also make police work more attractive to the people, thus improving thewill also make police work more attractive to the people, thus improving thewill also make police work more attractive to the people, thus improving the

recruitment situation.  A cordial relationship between the police and the residents,recruitment situation.  A cordial relationship between the police and the residents,recruitment situation.  A cordial relationship between the police and the residents,recruitment situation.  A cordial relationship between the police and the residents,

coupled with an improvement of police manpower would ensure the police officers acoupled with an improvement of police manpower would ensure the police officers acoupled with an improvement of police manpower would ensure the police officers acoupled with an improvement of police manpower would ensure the police officers a

more satisfactory job and boost their morale.more satisfactory job and boost their morale.more satisfactory job and boost their morale.more satisfactory job and boost their morale.

(3)(3)(3)(3) Allocate more resources to the police -Allocate more resources to the police -Allocate more resources to the police -Allocate more resources to the police -- with shortage of manpower  and low- with shortage of manpower  and low- with shortage of manpower  and low- with shortage of manpower  and low

morale, the police would find their job even harder, should there not be allocationmorale, the police would find their job even harder, should there not be allocationmorale, the police would find their job even harder, should there not be allocationmorale, the police would find their job even harder, should there not be allocation

of sufficient resources.  The forecast for the police expenditure in the comingof sufficient resources.  The forecast for the police expenditure in the comingof sufficient resources.  The forecast for the police expenditure in the comingof sufficient resources.  The forecast for the police expenditure in the coming

financial year shows that the budget for the police for 1992-93 will be $62 millionfinancial year shows that the budget for the police for 1992-93 will be $62 millionfinancial year shows that the budget for the police for 1992-93 will be $62 millionfinancial year shows that the budget for the police for 1992-93 will be $62 million

less than that of the previous year.  The reduction is obviously in line with theless than that of the previous year.  The reduction is obviously in line with theless than that of the previous year.  The reduction is obviously in line with theless than that of the previous year.  The reduction is obviously in line with the

cuts in other departments.  However, I feel that public order is essential for acuts in other departments.  However, I feel that public order is essential for acuts in other departments.  However, I feel that public order is essential for acuts in other departments.  However, I feel that public order is essential for a

community.  We must have a strong police force to maintain law and order.  At presentcommunity.  We must have a strong police force to maintain law and order.  At presentcommunity.  We must have a strong police force to maintain law and order.  At presentcommunity.  We must have a strong police force to maintain law and order.  At present

our police force is suffering from the shortage of manpower and widespread low morale.our police force is suffering from the shortage of manpower and widespread low morale.our police force is suffering from the shortage of manpower and widespread low morale.our police force is suffering from the shortage of manpower and widespread low morale.

Though sufficient allocation of resources may not solve all these problems, I am sureThough sufficient allocation of resources may not solve all these problems, I am sureThough sufficient allocation of resources may not solve all these problems, I am sureThough sufficient allocation of resources may not solve all these problems, I am sure

it will improve the situation to a certain extent.  I find it totally unacceptableit will improve the situation to a certain extent.  I find it totally unacceptableit will improve the situation to a certain extent.  I find it totally unacceptableit will improve the situation to a certain extent.  I find it totally unacceptable

that the resources for the police will be cut rather than increased in the comingthat the resources for the police will be cut rather than increased in the comingthat the resources for the police will be cut rather than increased in the comingthat the resources for the police will be cut rather than increased in the coming

year.  I urge the Government to reconsider and provide the police with more resources.year.  I urge the Government to reconsider and provide the police with more resources.year.  I urge the Government to reconsider and provide the police with more resources.year.  I urge the Government to reconsider and provide the police with more resources.

In conclusion, the shortage of manpower and the widespread lowIn conclusion, the shortage of manpower and the widespread lowIn conclusion, the shortage of manpower and the widespread lowIn conclusion, the shortage of manpower and the widespread low morale in the morale in the morale in the morale in the

police force warrant our serious attention.  The Government should take urgentpolice force warrant our serious attention.  The Government should take urgentpolice force warrant our serious attention.  The Government should take urgentpolice force warrant our serious attention.  The Government should take urgent

measures to rectify the situation, bearing in mind that Hong Kong could not have ameasures to rectify the situation, bearing in mind that Hong Kong could not have ameasures to rectify the situation, bearing in mind that Hong Kong could not have ameasures to rectify the situation, bearing in mind that Hong Kong could not have a

healthy development in an absence of good public order which can only be achievedhealthy development in an absence of good public order which can only be achievedhealthy development in an absence of good public order which can only be achievedhealthy development in an absence of good public order which can only be achieved



by a competent and efficient police force.by a competent and efficient police force.by a competent and efficient police force.by a competent and efficient police force.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, in the days of the great western movies, we wereMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, in the days of the great western movies, we wereMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, in the days of the great western movies, we wereMR SIMON IP: Mr Deputy President, in the days of the great western movies, we were

entertained to scenes of bank robbers shooting it out with lawmen and escaping acrossentertained to scenes of bank robbers shooting it out with lawmen and escaping acrossentertained to scenes of bank robbers shooting it out with lawmen and escaping acrossentertained to scenes of bank robbers shooting it out with lawmen and escaping across

the Rio Grande into Mexico to enjoy their loot with impunity.  What we are seeingthe Rio Grande into Mexico to enjoy their loot with impunity.  What we are seeingthe Rio Grande into Mexico to enjoy their loot with impunity.  What we are seeingthe Rio Grande into Mexico to enjoy their loot with impunity.  What we are seeing

now in Hong Kong is not so different, though it is anything but amusing.  Our latternow in Hong Kong is not so different, though it is anything but amusing.  Our latternow in Hong Kong is not so different, though it is anything but amusing.  Our latternow in Hong Kong is not so different, though it is anything but amusing.  Our latter

day cowboys armed with automatic weapons and grenades go out to rob, maim and kill.day cowboys armed with automatic weapons and grenades go out to rob, maim and kill.day cowboys armed with automatic weapons and grenades go out to rob, maim and kill.day cowboys armed with automatic weapons and grenades go out to rob, maim and kill.

Instead of riding south across the Rio Grande, they escape northwards across theInstead of riding south across the Rio Grande, they escape northwards across theInstead of riding south across the Rio Grande, they escape northwards across theInstead of riding south across the Rio Grande, they escape northwards across the

bridge at Lowu or the sea at Deep Bay or where along our border with China.bridge at Lowu or the sea at Deep Bay or where along our border with China.bridge at Lowu or the sea at Deep Bay or where along our border with China.bridge at Lowu or the sea at Deep Bay or where along our border with China.

Each day brings news of violent crimes being committed in Hong Kong.  RobbeEach day brings news of violent crimes being committed in Hong Kong.  RobbeEach day brings news of violent crimes being committed in Hong Kong.  RobbeEach day brings news of violent crimes being committed in Hong Kong.  Robberiesriesriesries

with violence and crimes involving the use of firearms are a daily occurrence.with violence and crimes involving the use of firearms are a daily occurrence.with violence and crimes involving the use of firearms are a daily occurrence.with violence and crimes involving the use of firearms are a daily occurrence.

Shoot-outs between police and criminals are now common.  Last weekend, we saw aShoot-outs between police and criminals are now common.  Last weekend, we saw aShoot-outs between police and criminals are now common.  Last weekend, we saw aShoot-outs between police and criminals are now common.  Last weekend, we saw a

robbery in which three people, including a police officer, were shot after robbersrobbery in which three people, including a police officer, were shot after robbersrobbery in which three people, including a police officer, were shot after robbersrobbery in which three people, including a police officer, were shot after robbers

armed with automatic pistols opened fire during their escape.  The policeman, onarmed with automatic pistols opened fire during their escape.  The policeman, onarmed with automatic pistols opened fire during their escape.  The policeman, onarmed with automatic pistols opened fire during their escape.  The policeman, on

motorcycle patrol, was shot in the back twice.  He is reported to be in stablemotorcycle patrol, was shot in the back twice.  He is reported to be in stablemotorcycle patrol, was shot in the back twice.  He is reported to be in stablemotorcycle patrol, was shot in the back twice.  He is reported to be in stable

condition and I hope he will soon recover.  He is lucky to be alive, but he wouldcondition and I hope he will soon recover.  He is lucky to be alive, but he wouldcondition and I hope he will soon recover.  He is lucky to be alive, but he wouldcondition and I hope he will soon recover.  He is lucky to be alive, but he would

have been luckier not to have been shot.have been luckier not to have been shot.have been luckier not to have been shot.have been luckier not to have been shot.

The incident must have been one of the most savage attacks on a policeman seenThe incident must have been one of the most savage attacks on a policeman seenThe incident must have been one of the most savage attacks on a policeman seenThe incident must have been one of the most savage attacks on a policeman seen

in Hong Kong.  He was not in pursuit.  He had not even got off his motorcycle.  Hein Hong Kong.  He was not in pursuit.  He had not even got off his motorcycle.  Hein Hong Kong.  He was not in pursuit.  He had not even got off his motorcycle.  Hein Hong Kong.  He was not in pursuit.  He had not even got off his motorcycle.  He

had not confronted the robbers and had not drawn his pistol.  This is cold bloodedhad not confronted the robbers and had not drawn his pistol.  This is cold bloodedhad not confronted the robbers and had not drawn his pistol.  This is cold bloodedhad not confronted the robbers and had not drawn his pistol.  This is cold blooded

savagery we can no longer tolerate.savagery we can no longer tolerate.savagery we can no longer tolerate.savagery we can no longer tolerate.

Only yesterday, two jewellery shops were robbed by armed gangs and over 50 shotsOnly yesterday, two jewellery shops were robbed by armed gangs and over 50 shotsOnly yesterday, two jewellery shops were robbed by armed gangs and over 50 shotsOnly yesterday, two jewellery shops were robbed by armed gangs and over 50 shots

were reported to have been fired.  Innocent people were taken hostage, butwere reported to have been fired.  Innocent people were taken hostage, butwere reported to have been fired.  Innocent people were taken hostage, butwere reported to have been fired.  Innocent people were taken hostage, but

fortunately they were released unharmed.  Even the police have said that the violencefortunately they were released unharmed.  Even the police have said that the violencefortunately they were released unharmed.  Even the police have said that the violencefortunately they were released unharmed.  Even the police have said that the violence

used was on a scale never before seen in Hong Kong.  It is inconceivable for anyoneused was on a scale never before seen in Hong Kong.  It is inconceivable for anyoneused was on a scale never before seen in Hong Kong.  It is inconceivable for anyoneused was on a scale never before seen in Hong Kong.  It is inconceivable for anyone

to discharge 50 rounds of ammunition during a getaway unless they intended or wereto discharge 50 rounds of ammunition during a getaway unless they intended or wereto discharge 50 rounds of ammunition during a getaway unless they intended or wereto discharge 50 rounds of ammunition during a getaway unless they intended or were

prepared to kill. The incident could have resulted in carnage.  It was a miracle thatprepared to kill. The incident could have resulted in carnage.  It was a miracle thatprepared to kill. The incident could have resulted in carnage.  It was a miracle thatprepared to kill. The incident could have resulted in carnage.  It was a miracle that

no one was killed, but it was probably more by the grace of God than by the ineptitudeno one was killed, but it was probably more by the grace of God than by the ineptitudeno one was killed, but it was probably more by the grace of God than by the ineptitudeno one was killed, but it was probably more by the grace of God than by the ineptitude

of the gunmen.  This kind of wanton violence must be stopped. Law and order is theof the gunmen.  This kind of wanton violence must be stopped. Law and order is theof the gunmen.  This kind of wanton violence must be stopped. Law and order is theof the gunmen.  This kind of wanton violence must be stopped. Law and order is the

most serious problem facing Hong Kong today.most serious problem facing Hong Kong today.most serious problem facing Hong Kong today.most serious problem facing Hong Kong today.

AccordinAccordinAccordinAccording to information released by the Government, robbery with firearms hasg to information released by the Government, robbery with firearms hasg to information released by the Government, robbery with firearms hasg to information released by the Government, robbery with firearms has



risen from over 250 cases in 1989 to over 400 cases in 1990 and nearly 550 cases inrisen from over 250 cases in 1989 to over 400 cases in 1990 and nearly 550 cases inrisen from over 250 cases in 1989 to over 400 cases in 1990 and nearly 550 cases inrisen from over 250 cases in 1989 to over 400 cases in 1990 and nearly 550 cases in

1991 -- more than double in two years.  The Government must find out why this is the1991 -- more than double in two years.  The Government must find out why this is the1991 -- more than double in two years.  The Government must find out why this is the1991 -- more than double in two years.  The Government must find out why this is the

case and what can be done to stop it.case and what can be done to stop it.case and what can be done to stop it.case and what can be done to stop it.

The Government has admitted that the police force has experienced difficulty inThe Government has admitted that the police force has experienced difficulty inThe Government has admitted that the police force has experienced difficulty inThe Government has admitted that the police force has experienced difficulty in

recruitment.  The police are working below full strength.  This translates intorecruitment.  The police are working below full strength.  This translates intorecruitment.  The police are working below full strength.  This translates intorecruitment.  The police are working below full strength.  This translates into

longer working hours for policemen who are working overtime without overtime pay.longer working hours for policemen who are working overtime without overtime pay.longer working hours for policemen who are working overtime without overtime pay.longer working hours for policemen who are working overtime without overtime pay.

In the Government's draft Estimates for 1992-93, the establishment of the policeIn the Government's draft Estimates for 1992-93, the establishment of the policeIn the Government's draft Estimates for 1992-93, the establishment of the policeIn the Government's draft Estimates for 1992-93, the establishment of the police

is to be reduced by 700 posts.  This will mean either a reduction in service oris to be reduced by 700 posts.  This will mean either a reduction in service oris to be reduced by 700 posts.  This will mean either a reduction in service oris to be reduced by 700 posts.  This will mean either a reduction in service or

continued heavy workload for the incumbent officers.  This cannot be justified atcontinued heavy workload for the incumbent officers.  This cannot be justified atcontinued heavy workload for the incumbent officers.  This cannot be justified atcontinued heavy workload for the incumbent officers.  This cannot be justified at

a time of increasing crime.a time of increasing crime.a time of increasing crime.a time of increasing crime.

The budget for the police is to be increased by 8.3%, but inflation is estimatedThe budget for the police is to be increased by 8.3%, but inflation is estimatedThe budget for the police is to be increased by 8.3%, but inflation is estimatedThe budget for the police is to be increased by 8.3%, but inflation is estimated

to be 9.5%.  This results in a net decrease in real terms.  The Government's austerityto be 9.5%.  This results in a net decrease in real terms.  The Government's austerityto be 9.5%.  This results in a net decrease in real terms.  The Government's austerityto be 9.5%.  This results in a net decrease in real terms.  The Government's austerity

programme must not be applied to the police, especially when Hong Kong has justprogramme must not be applied to the police, especially when Hong Kong has justprogramme must not be applied to the police, especially when Hong Kong has justprogramme must not be applied to the police, especially when Hong Kong has just

experienced a large surplus and the budgetary measures announced by the Financialexperienced a large surplus and the budgetary measures announced by the Financialexperienced a large surplus and the budgetary measures announced by the Financialexperienced a large surplus and the budgetary measures announced by the Financial

Secretary last week are expected to produce substantial reserves over the next fewSecretary last week are expected to produce substantial reserves over the next fewSecretary last week are expected to produce substantial reserves over the next fewSecretary last week are expected to produce substantial reserves over the next few

years.years.years.years.

In law enforcement, as in medicine, prevention is better thaIn law enforcement, as in medicine, prevention is better thaIn law enforcement, as in medicine, prevention is better thaIn law enforcement, as in medicine, prevention is better than cure. The deploymentn cure. The deploymentn cure. The deploymentn cure. The deployment

of massive manpower for a manhunt after a robbery, though absolutely necessary, isof massive manpower for a manhunt after a robbery, though absolutely necessary, isof massive manpower for a manhunt after a robbery, though absolutely necessary, isof massive manpower for a manhunt after a robbery, though absolutely necessary, is

perhaps not the best use of manpower.  More attention must be given to crimeperhaps not the best use of manpower.  More attention must be given to crimeperhaps not the best use of manpower.  More attention must be given to crimeperhaps not the best use of manpower.  More attention must be given to crime

prevention by deploying more policemen on the beat, increasing the number andprevention by deploying more policemen on the beat, increasing the number andprevention by deploying more policemen on the beat, increasing the number andprevention by deploying more policemen on the beat, increasing the number and

frequency of mobile patrols and providing better training and equipment for policefrequency of mobile patrols and providing better training and equipment for policefrequency of mobile patrols and providing better training and equipment for policefrequency of mobile patrols and providing better training and equipment for police

officers.  Consideration must be given to replacing the standard firearms issued toofficers.  Consideration must be given to replacing the standard firearms issued toofficers.  Consideration must be given to replacing the standard firearms issued toofficers.  Consideration must be given to replacing the standard firearms issued to

policemen to put them on equal terms with the armed criminal.  It is unfair on thempolicemen to put them on equal terms with the armed criminal.  It is unfair on thempolicemen to put them on equal terms with the armed criminal.  It is unfair on thempolicemen to put them on equal terms with the armed criminal.  It is unfair on them

and on the community for them to be handicapped by inferior weapons which reduce theirand on the community for them to be handicapped by inferior weapons which reduce theirand on the community for them to be handicapped by inferior weapons which reduce theirand on the community for them to be handicapped by inferior weapons which reduce their

ability to defend themselves and the community.  Greater human resources are alsoability to defend themselves and the community.  Greater human resources are alsoability to defend themselves and the community.  Greater human resources are alsoability to defend themselves and the community.  Greater human resources are also

needed to create special task forces and to enhance intelligence.needed to create special task forces and to enhance intelligence.needed to create special task forces and to enhance intelligence.needed to create special task forces and to enhance intelligence.

All this requires mAll this requires mAll this requires mAll this requires money.  And despite the Government's austerity and cost-oney.  And despite the Government's austerity and cost-oney.  And despite the Government's austerity and cost-oney.  And despite the Government's austerity and cost-

cutting exercises, I am firmly of the opinion that the Royal Hong Kong Police Forcecutting exercises, I am firmly of the opinion that the Royal Hong Kong Police Forcecutting exercises, I am firmly of the opinion that the Royal Hong Kong Police Forcecutting exercises, I am firmly of the opinion that the Royal Hong Kong Police Force

requires more resources, not less.  The Financial Secretary said in his Budget speechrequires more resources, not less.  The Financial Secretary said in his Budget speechrequires more resources, not less.  The Financial Secretary said in his Budget speechrequires more resources, not less.  The Financial Secretary said in his Budget speech

last week that the police and other disciplined services have been given funds theylast week that the police and other disciplined services have been given funds theylast week that the police and other disciplined services have been given funds theylast week that the police and other disciplined services have been given funds they

need to do the job.  The question that must now be asked in the light of surging violentneed to do the job.  The question that must now be asked in the light of surging violentneed to do the job.  The question that must now be asked in the light of surging violentneed to do the job.  The question that must now be asked in the light of surging violent

crimes is whether the job is that which is expected of them by the community.  I urgecrimes is whether the job is that which is expected of them by the community.  I urgecrimes is whether the job is that which is expected of them by the community.  I urgecrimes is whether the job is that which is expected of them by the community.  I urge

the Government to consider urgently the factors which have given rise to the upsurgethe Government to consider urgently the factors which have given rise to the upsurgethe Government to consider urgently the factors which have given rise to the upsurgethe Government to consider urgently the factors which have given rise to the upsurge



in violent crimes and the means of combating it, including a review of the human,in violent crimes and the means of combating it, including a review of the human,in violent crimes and the means of combating it, including a review of the human,in violent crimes and the means of combating it, including a review of the human,

technical and financial requirements of the police force and the pay and conditionstechnical and financial requirements of the police force and the pay and conditionstechnical and financial requirements of the police force and the pay and conditionstechnical and financial requirements of the police force and the pay and conditions

of employment of police officers in order to attract greater numbers into the force.of employment of police officers in order to attract greater numbers into the force.of employment of police officers in order to attract greater numbers into the force.of employment of police officers in order to attract greater numbers into the force.

The Government must also continue to explore means of mutual co-operation withThe Government must also continue to explore means of mutual co-operation withThe Government must also continue to explore means of mutual co-operation withThe Government must also continue to explore means of mutual co-operation with

the authorities in China to prevent the flow of arms into Hong Kong and to assistthe authorities in China to prevent the flow of arms into Hong Kong and to assistthe authorities in China to prevent the flow of arms into Hong Kong and to assistthe authorities in China to prevent the flow of arms into Hong Kong and to assist

in returning fugitives to Hong Kong to face justice.in returning fugitives to Hong Kong to face justice.in returning fugitives to Hong Kong to face justice.in returning fugitives to Hong Kong to face justice.

The public, too, should be educated to adopt greater security measures to protectThe public, too, should be educated to adopt greater security measures to protectThe public, too, should be educated to adopt greater security measures to protectThe public, too, should be educated to adopt greater security measures to protect

their own property and so minimize the ever increasing risk of their being victimstheir own property and so minimize the ever increasing risk of their being victimstheir own property and so minimize the ever increasing risk of their being victimstheir own property and so minimize the ever increasing risk of their being victims

of crime.of crime.of crime.of crime.

The courts, too, have a part to play.  Judges and magistrates musThe courts, too, have a part to play.  Judges and magistrates musThe courts, too, have a part to play.  Judges and magistrates musThe courts, too, have a part to play.  Judges and magistrates must take accountt take accountt take accountt take account

of the mood of the community against violent crimes and the need to pass sentencesof the mood of the community against violent crimes and the need to pass sentencesof the mood of the community against violent crimes and the need to pass sentencesof the mood of the community against violent crimes and the need to pass sentences

in deterrence.  Perhaps it is now time for new tariffs of sentences for violent crimesin deterrence.  Perhaps it is now time for new tariffs of sentences for violent crimesin deterrence.  Perhaps it is now time for new tariffs of sentences for violent crimesin deterrence.  Perhaps it is now time for new tariffs of sentences for violent crimes

to be reviewed by the courts.  I agree that the Attorney General should taketo be reviewed by the courts.  I agree that the Attorney General should taketo be reviewed by the courts.  I agree that the Attorney General should taketo be reviewed by the courts.  I agree that the Attorney General should take

appropriate cases to the Court of Appeal to seek higher sentences if necessary.  Mrappropriate cases to the Court of Appeal to seek higher sentences if necessary.  Mrappropriate cases to the Court of Appeal to seek higher sentences if necessary.  Mrappropriate cases to the Court of Appeal to seek higher sentences if necessary.  Mr

Deputy President,  I think it is unfortunate that during this debate reference hasDeputy President,  I think it is unfortunate that during this debate reference hasDeputy President,  I think it is unfortunate that during this debate reference hasDeputy President,  I think it is unfortunate that during this debate reference has

been made to the Bill of Rights implying that it may have caused a lowering of policebeen made to the Bill of Rights implying that it may have caused a lowering of policebeen made to the Bill of Rights implying that it may have caused a lowering of policebeen made to the Bill of Rights implying that it may have caused a lowering of police

morale and that the rise in crime may be due to the repeal of laws which violate themorale and that the rise in crime may be due to the repeal of laws which violate themorale and that the rise in crime may be due to the repeal of laws which violate themorale and that the rise in crime may be due to the repeal of laws which violate the

Bill.  I believe this is both misguided and oversimplistic.  The Government itselfBill.  I believe this is both misguided and oversimplistic.  The Government itselfBill.  I believe this is both misguided and oversimplistic.  The Government itselfBill.  I believe this is both misguided and oversimplistic.  The Government itself

has officially announced that the Bill has not caused concern in the area of lawhas officially announced that the Bill has not caused concern in the area of lawhas officially announced that the Bill has not caused concern in the area of lawhas officially announced that the Bill has not caused concern in the area of law

enforcement and there is no ground for coming to a different conclusion at this time.enforcement and there is no ground for coming to a different conclusion at this time.enforcement and there is no ground for coming to a different conclusion at this time.enforcement and there is no ground for coming to a different conclusion at this time.

In concluding, I would like to pay tribute to the police force at all levels.In concluding, I would like to pay tribute to the police force at all levels.In concluding, I would like to pay tribute to the police force at all levels.In concluding, I would like to pay tribute to the police force at all levels.

They are doing a job which is made increasingly difficult by changing conditions.They are doing a job which is made increasingly difficult by changing conditions.They are doing a job which is made increasingly difficult by changing conditions.They are doing a job which is made increasingly difficult by changing conditions.

They do their valiant best to protect this community, often endangering their ownThey do their valiant best to protect this community, often endangering their ownThey do their valiant best to protect this community, often endangering their ownThey do their valiant best to protect this community, often endangering their own

lives in the process.  They deserve our wholehearted support, both moral andlives in the process.  They deserve our wholehearted support, both moral andlives in the process.  They deserve our wholehearted support, both moral andlives in the process.  They deserve our wholehearted support, both moral and

financial, in their efforts to fight crime.financial, in their efforts to fight crime.financial, in their efforts to fight crime.financial, in their efforts to fight crime.

With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.With these words, Mr Deputy President, I support the motion.

MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): I rise to speak in support of the motion moved by MrsMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): I rise to speak in support of the motion moved by MrsMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): I rise to speak in support of the motion moved by MrsMISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): I rise to speak in support of the motion moved by Mrs

Peggy LAM.Peggy LAM.Peggy LAM.Peggy LAM.

I agree to my honourable colleagues' views on how to boost police morale, solveI agree to my honourable colleagues' views on how to boost police morale, solveI agree to my honourable colleagues' views on how to boost police morale, solveI agree to my honourable colleagues' views on how to boost police morale, solve

manpower shortage, upgrade police equipment and increase resources and so on.  I willmanpower shortage, upgrade police equipment and increase resources and so on.  I willmanpower shortage, upgrade police equipment and increase resources and so on.  I willmanpower shortage, upgrade police equipment and increase resources and so on.  I will



therefore not waste time speaking on these again.therefore not waste time speaking on these again.therefore not waste time speaking on these again.therefore not waste time speaking on these again.

It is common knowledge that the problem of law and order is getting more and moreIt is common knowledge that the problem of law and order is getting more and moreIt is common knowledge that the problem of law and order is getting more and moreIt is common knowledge that the problem of law and order is getting more and more

serious.  As Mr McGREGOR has just said, it seems we are at our wit's end to deal withserious.  As Mr McGREGOR has just said, it seems we are at our wit's end to deal withserious.  As Mr McGREGOR has just said, it seems we are at our wit's end to deal withserious.  As Mr McGREGOR has just said, it seems we are at our wit's end to deal with

the problem.  This is worrying and we do not know what to do.  The Chinese Governmentthe problem.  This is worrying and we do not know what to do.  The Chinese Governmentthe problem.  This is worrying and we do not know what to do.  The Chinese Governmentthe problem.  This is worrying and we do not know what to do.  The Chinese Government

has been blamed for this.  Although I believe the Chinese Government should be heldhas been blamed for this.  Although I believe the Chinese Government should be heldhas been blamed for this.  Although I believe the Chinese Government should be heldhas been blamed for this.  Although I believe the Chinese Government should be held

largely responsible for this, Mr Deputy President, the senior management of the policelargely responsible for this, Mr Deputy President, the senior management of the policelargely responsible for this, Mr Deputy President, the senior management of the policelargely responsible for this, Mr Deputy President, the senior management of the police

force of Hong Kong cannot shirk its part of responsibility as to why such a seriousforce of Hong Kong cannot shirk its part of responsibility as to why such a seriousforce of Hong Kong cannot shirk its part of responsibility as to why such a seriousforce of Hong Kong cannot shirk its part of responsibility as to why such a serious

problem has developed.  I am not pointing my finger at Mr LI Kwan-ha, the Commissionerproblem has developed.  I am not pointing my finger at Mr LI Kwan-ha, the Commissionerproblem has developed.  I am not pointing my finger at Mr LI Kwan-ha, the Commissionerproblem has developed.  I am not pointing my finger at Mr LI Kwan-ha, the Commissioner

of Police.  I think it is the responsibility of the whole senior management of theof Police.  I think it is the responsibility of the whole senior management of theof Police.  I think it is the responsibility of the whole senior management of theof Police.  I think it is the responsibility of the whole senior management of the

force and the officials of the Security Branch.force and the officials of the Security Branch.force and the officials of the Security Branch.force and the officials of the Security Branch.

Seldom does the Government take action against officials for dereliction of duty.Seldom does the Government take action against officials for dereliction of duty.Seldom does the Government take action against officials for dereliction of duty.Seldom does the Government take action against officials for dereliction of duty.

Nor have there been any officials sacked because of this.  I am not hinting that theNor have there been any officials sacked because of this.  I am not hinting that theNor have there been any officials sacked because of this.  I am not hinting that theNor have there been any officials sacked because of this.  I am not hinting that the

Commissioner of Police should resign but I think it is a serious matter.  Why hasCommissioner of Police should resign but I think it is a serious matter.  Why hasCommissioner of Police should resign but I think it is a serious matter.  Why hasCommissioner of Police should resign but I think it is a serious matter.  Why has

the problem of law and order become so serious in recent years?  Is the police forcethe problem of law and order become so serious in recent years?  Is the police forcethe problem of law and order become so serious in recent years?  Is the police forcethe problem of law and order become so serious in recent years?  Is the police force

really at its wits' end?  Is it that the force has no strategy or plan to deal withreally at its wits' end?  Is it that the force has no strategy or plan to deal withreally at its wits' end?  Is it that the force has no strategy or plan to deal withreally at its wits' end?  Is it that the force has no strategy or plan to deal with

the problem?  If there is, show it to the public.  The Legislative Council is willingthe problem?  If there is, show it to the public.  The Legislative Council is willingthe problem?  If there is, show it to the public.  The Legislative Council is willingthe problem?  If there is, show it to the public.  The Legislative Council is willing

to render its support by voting funds to the force.  But I do not think this willto render its support by voting funds to the force.  But I do not think this willto render its support by voting funds to the force.  But I do not think this willto render its support by voting funds to the force.  But I do not think this will

immediately solve the problem.  Therefore, I agree with Mrs Peggy LAM that theimmediately solve the problem.  Therefore, I agree with Mrs Peggy LAM that theimmediately solve the problem.  Therefore, I agree with Mrs Peggy LAM that theimmediately solve the problem.  Therefore, I agree with Mrs Peggy LAM that the

Government should review the senior management of the police force.  But I do notGovernment should review the senior management of the police force.  But I do notGovernment should review the senior management of the police force.  But I do notGovernment should review the senior management of the police force.  But I do not

know whether the problem can be solved simply by review.  The Government has developedknow whether the problem can be solved simply by review.  The Government has developedknow whether the problem can be solved simply by review.  The Government has developedknow whether the problem can be solved simply by review.  The Government has developed

a liking for commissioning consultants to solve problems and the Finance Committeea liking for commissioning consultants to solve problems and the Finance Committeea liking for commissioning consultants to solve problems and the Finance Committeea liking for commissioning consultants to solve problems and the Finance Committee

has time and again endorsed funding for consultancies.  In fact, we have not beenhas time and again endorsed funding for consultancies.  In fact, we have not beenhas time and again endorsed funding for consultancies.  In fact, we have not beenhas time and again endorsed funding for consultancies.  In fact, we have not been

too happy about that.  But the present case is probably an exception.  If the policetoo happy about that.  But the present case is probably an exception.  If the policetoo happy about that.  But the present case is probably an exception.  If the policetoo happy about that.  But the present case is probably an exception.  If the police

and the Security Branch are really unable to deal with this serious problem, theand the Security Branch are really unable to deal with this serious problem, theand the Security Branch are really unable to deal with this serious problem, theand the Security Branch are really unable to deal with this serious problem, the

Government may need to commission overseas consultants.  We do hope that we will haveGovernment may need to commission overseas consultants.  We do hope that we will haveGovernment may need to commission overseas consultants.  We do hope that we will haveGovernment may need to commission overseas consultants.  We do hope that we will have

an excellent police force to deal with the upsurge in violent crime.  The return ofan excellent police force to deal with the upsurge in violent crime.  The return ofan excellent police force to deal with the upsurge in violent crime.  The return ofan excellent police force to deal with the upsurge in violent crime.  The return of

Hong Kong to the communist regime after 1997 is a cause for worry to many people.Hong Kong to the communist regime after 1997 is a cause for worry to many people.Hong Kong to the communist regime after 1997 is a cause for worry to many people.Hong Kong to the communist regime after 1997 is a cause for worry to many people.

But the deterioration of law and order in the territory is even more worrying!But the deterioration of law and order in the territory is even more worrying!But the deterioration of law and order in the territory is even more worrying!But the deterioration of law and order in the territory is even more worrying!

Therefore, I would like to urge the Government to face the problem squarely andTherefore, I would like to urge the Government to face the problem squarely andTherefore, I would like to urge the Government to face the problem squarely andTherefore, I would like to urge the Government to face the problem squarely and

consider whether the senior management of the police force needs to be reorganized.consider whether the senior management of the police force needs to be reorganized.consider whether the senior management of the police force needs to be reorganized.consider whether the senior management of the police force needs to be reorganized.

In recent years, I heard many police officers of the lower and middle ranksIn recent years, I heard many police officers of the lower and middle ranksIn recent years, I heard many police officers of the lower and middle ranksIn recent years, I heard many police officers of the lower and middle ranks

complain about the senior management of the force and this has been fully coveredcomplain about the senior management of the force and this has been fully coveredcomplain about the senior management of the force and this has been fully coveredcomplain about the senior management of the force and this has been fully covered

by newspapers recently.  A saying has it that: "An oak is not felled at one stroke."by newspapers recently.  A saying has it that: "An oak is not felled at one stroke."by newspapers recently.  A saying has it that: "An oak is not felled at one stroke."by newspapers recently.  A saying has it that: "An oak is not felled at one stroke."

A lack of communication between the senior and lower levels in the force is a problem.A lack of communication between the senior and lower levels in the force is a problem.A lack of communication between the senior and lower levels in the force is a problem.A lack of communication between the senior and lower levels in the force is a problem.

A lack of strategy to tackle the situation is also a serious problem.  I hope theA lack of strategy to tackle the situation is also a serious problem.  I hope theA lack of strategy to tackle the situation is also a serious problem.  I hope theA lack of strategy to tackle the situation is also a serious problem.  I hope the



Secretary for Security will elaborate on this in his reply.Secretary for Security will elaborate on this in his reply.Secretary for Security will elaborate on this in his reply.Secretary for Security will elaborate on this in his reply.

Mr Deputy President, many of my honourable colleagues have made a number ofMr Deputy President, many of my honourable colleagues have made a number ofMr Deputy President, many of my honourable colleagues have made a number ofMr Deputy President, many of my honourable colleagues have made a number of

suggestions about how to maintain law and order.  I would like to offer one moresuggestions about how to maintain law and order.  I would like to offer one moresuggestions about how to maintain law and order.  I would like to offer one moresuggestions about how to maintain law and order.  I would like to offer one more

suggestion about how to deal with robberies of goldsmith shops.  Although not allsuggestion about how to deal with robberies of goldsmith shops.  Although not allsuggestion about how to deal with robberies of goldsmith shops.  Although not allsuggestion about how to deal with robberies of goldsmith shops.  Although not all

robberies take place at goldsmith shops, there were 153 cases of such kind last year.robberies take place at goldsmith shops, there were 153 cases of such kind last year.robberies take place at goldsmith shops, there were 153 cases of such kind last year.robberies take place at goldsmith shops, there were 153 cases of such kind last year.

More than 10 robberies of goldsmith shops happened in the first few months of thisMore than 10 robberies of goldsmith shops happened in the first few months of thisMore than 10 robberies of goldsmith shops happened in the first few months of thisMore than 10 robberies of goldsmith shops happened in the first few months of this

year.  Yesterday's robbery was even more shocking!  Will the Government consideryear.  Yesterday's robbery was even more shocking!  Will the Government consideryear.  Yesterday's robbery was even more shocking!  Will the Government consideryear.  Yesterday's robbery was even more shocking!  Will the Government consider

requiring goldsmith shop owners to use unbreakable glass and change the whole designrequiring goldsmith shop owners to use unbreakable glass and change the whole designrequiring goldsmith shop owners to use unbreakable glass and change the whole designrequiring goldsmith shop owners to use unbreakable glass and change the whole design

of the security system so as to strengthen the security of their shops?  There willof the security system so as to strengthen the security of their shops?  There willof the security system so as to strengthen the security of their shops?  There willof the security system so as to strengthen the security of their shops?  There will

therefore be less ready access to the shops and robbers will not be able to run awaytherefore be less ready access to the shops and robbers will not be able to run awaytherefore be less ready access to the shops and robbers will not be able to run awaytherefore be less ready access to the shops and robbers will not be able to run away

with gold ornaments easily simply by breaking the glass of the showcases with axes.with gold ornaments easily simply by breaking the glass of the showcases with axes.with gold ornaments easily simply by breaking the glass of the showcases with axes.with gold ornaments easily simply by breaking the glass of the showcases with axes.

Should there be more doors in the shops?  Although this may attract fewer customers,Should there be more doors in the shops?  Although this may attract fewer customers,Should there be more doors in the shops?  Although this may attract fewer customers,Should there be more doors in the shops?  Although this may attract fewer customers,

I believe it is a useful way of deterring robbers.  I think goldsmith shop ownersI believe it is a useful way of deterring robbers.  I think goldsmith shop ownersI believe it is a useful way of deterring robbers.  I think goldsmith shop ownersI believe it is a useful way of deterring robbers.  I think goldsmith shop owners

will oppose such a move because their business will be affected and the design proposedwill oppose such a move because their business will be affected and the design proposedwill oppose such a move because their business will be affected and the design proposedwill oppose such a move because their business will be affected and the design proposed

will be very costly.  But I do hope the Government will take this point intowill be very costly.  But I do hope the Government will take this point intowill be very costly.  But I do hope the Government will take this point intowill be very costly.  But I do hope the Government will take this point into

consideration.consideration.consideration.consideration.

Finally, Mr Deputy President, I share Mr Simon IP's view.  Unfortunately, someFinally, Mr Deputy President, I share Mr Simon IP's view.  Unfortunately, someFinally, Mr Deputy President, I share Mr Simon IP's view.  Unfortunately, someFinally, Mr Deputy President, I share Mr Simon IP's view.  Unfortunately, some

colleagues have talked about the Bill of Rights as if police morale were dampenedcolleagues have talked about the Bill of Rights as if police morale were dampenedcolleagues have talked about the Bill of Rights as if police morale were dampenedcolleagues have talked about the Bill of Rights as if police morale were dampened

because of the Bill of Rights.  I have talked with many police officers and many ofbecause of the Bill of Rights.  I have talked with many police officers and many ofbecause of the Bill of Rights.  I have talked with many police officers and many ofbecause of the Bill of Rights.  I have talked with many police officers and many of

the lower and middle ranks do have such thinking.  However, officers in the seniorthe lower and middle ranks do have such thinking.  However, officers in the seniorthe lower and middle ranks do have such thinking.  However, officers in the seniorthe lower and middle ranks do have such thinking.  However, officers in the senior

echelons have never mentioned that there is such a problem.  They also said that theechelons have never mentioned that there is such a problem.  They also said that theechelons have never mentioned that there is such a problem.  They also said that theechelons have never mentioned that there is such a problem.  They also said that the

police force of Hong Kong had been given greater power than their counterpartspolice force of Hong Kong had been given greater power than their counterpartspolice force of Hong Kong had been given greater power than their counterpartspolice force of Hong Kong had been given greater power than their counterparts

elsewhere; therefore, the exercise of police powers subject to the Bill of Rightselsewhere; therefore, the exercise of police powers subject to the Bill of Rightselsewhere; therefore, the exercise of police powers subject to the Bill of Rightselsewhere; therefore, the exercise of police powers subject to the Bill of Rights

will mean no more than falling back to draw level with countries upholding human rights.will mean no more than falling back to draw level with countries upholding human rights.will mean no more than falling back to draw level with countries upholding human rights.will mean no more than falling back to draw level with countries upholding human rights.

Obviously, the senior management of the police force has not explained this to theObviously, the senior management of the police force has not explained this to theObviously, the senior management of the police force has not explained this to theObviously, the senior management of the police force has not explained this to the

junior ranks and that is why the latter have been perplexed by this.  I hope thejunior ranks and that is why the latter have been perplexed by this.  I hope thejunior ranks and that is why the latter have been perplexed by this.  I hope thejunior ranks and that is why the latter have been perplexed by this.  I hope the

Government will not forget that the Bill of Rights, which the Governor first announcedGovernment will not forget that the Bill of Rights, which the Governor first announcedGovernment will not forget that the Bill of Rights, which the Governor first announcedGovernment will not forget that the Bill of Rights, which the Governor first announced

in 1989 would be promulgated, is already a standard.  All other laws must follow thisin 1989 would be promulgated, is already a standard.  All other laws must follow thisin 1989 would be promulgated, is already a standard.  All other laws must follow thisin 1989 would be promulgated, is already a standard.  All other laws must follow this

standard.  Laws which are against this standard must be repealed.  I hope thestandard.  Laws which are against this standard must be repealed.  I hope thestandard.  Laws which are against this standard must be repealed.  I hope thestandard.  Laws which are against this standard must be repealed.  I hope the

Government will not withdraw from this target.Government will not withdraw from this target.Government will not withdraw from this target.Government will not withdraw from this target.

With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.With these remarks, I support the motion.

MR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I deliver my preparedMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I deliver my preparedMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I deliver my preparedMR LEE WING-TAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, before I deliver my prepared

speech, I would like to make a brief response.  My colleagues have mentioned a veryspeech, I would like to make a brief response.  My colleagues have mentioned a veryspeech, I would like to make a brief response.  My colleagues have mentioned a veryspeech, I would like to make a brief response.  My colleagues have mentioned a very

important argument, that is, "Heavy penalty is essential in turbulent days."  Iimportant argument, that is, "Heavy penalty is essential in turbulent days."  Iimportant argument, that is, "Heavy penalty is essential in turbulent days."  Iimportant argument, that is, "Heavy penalty is essential in turbulent days."  I



believe that many people would interpret this saying as that if we impose heavy penalty,believe that many people would interpret this saying as that if we impose heavy penalty,believe that many people would interpret this saying as that if we impose heavy penalty,believe that many people would interpret this saying as that if we impose heavy penalty,

then we will have a stable and peaceful society.  However, I think it is too simplisticthen we will have a stable and peaceful society.  However, I think it is too simplisticthen we will have a stable and peaceful society.  However, I think it is too simplisticthen we will have a stable and peaceful society.  However, I think it is too simplistic

and unscientific.and unscientific.and unscientific.and unscientific.

According to a study of a sociologist in the United States, over the past 30 years,According to a study of a sociologist in the United States, over the past 30 years,According to a study of a sociologist in the United States, over the past 30 years,According to a study of a sociologist in the United States, over the past 30 years,

some of the 50 states of the United States have carried out death sentences but thesome of the 50 states of the United States have carried out death sentences but thesome of the 50 states of the United States have carried out death sentences but thesome of the 50 states of the United States have carried out death sentences but the

number of serious crime in the 50 states are more or less the same.  Here I wouldnumber of serious crime in the 50 states are more or less the same.  Here I wouldnumber of serious crime in the 50 states are more or less the same.  Here I wouldnumber of serious crime in the 50 states are more or less the same.  Here I would

like to point out that there are actually no simple and easy solution to serious crime,like to point out that there are actually no simple and easy solution to serious crime,like to point out that there are actually no simple and easy solution to serious crime,like to point out that there are actually no simple and easy solution to serious crime,

regardless of whether or not we impose cruel or other unimaginable penalties.  Atregardless of whether or not we impose cruel or other unimaginable penalties.  Atregardless of whether or not we impose cruel or other unimaginable penalties.  Atregardless of whether or not we impose cruel or other unimaginable penalties.  At

present, armed robbery and other serious crimes are related to many factors including:present, armed robbery and other serious crimes are related to many factors including:present, armed robbery and other serious crimes are related to many factors including:present, armed robbery and other serious crimes are related to many factors including:

(1)(1)(1)(1) firearms smuggling into Hong Kong;firearms smuggling into Hong Kong;firearms smuggling into Hong Kong;firearms smuggling into Hong Kong;

(2)(2)(2)(2) easy access to and escape from the place where the crime is committed on theeasy access to and escape from the place where the crime is committed on theeasy access to and escape from the place where the crime is committed on theeasy access to and escape from the place where the crime is committed on the

part of the criminals;part of the criminals;part of the criminals;part of the criminals;

(3)(3)(3)(3) a great differena great differena great differena great difference in living standard between China and Hong Kong, hence thece in living standard between China and Hong Kong, hence thece in living standard between China and Hong Kong, hence thece in living standard between China and Hong Kong, hence the

enormous attraction; andenormous attraction; andenormous attraction; andenormous attraction; and

(4)(4)(4)(4) problems of manpower shortage and inadequate equipment in our police force.problems of manpower shortage and inadequate equipment in our police force.problems of manpower shortage and inadequate equipment in our police force.problems of manpower shortage and inadequate equipment in our police force.

I feel that if we are to contain crime, we need to upgrade the police equipmentI feel that if we are to contain crime, we need to upgrade the police equipmentI feel that if we are to contain crime, we need to upgrade the police equipmentI feel that if we are to contain crime, we need to upgrade the police equipment

and increase its manpower, prevent firearms from being smuggled into Hong Kong, roundand increase its manpower, prevent firearms from being smuggled into Hong Kong, roundand increase its manpower, prevent firearms from being smuggled into Hong Kong, roundand increase its manpower, prevent firearms from being smuggled into Hong Kong, round

up suspects and improve the communication links between Hong Kong and China.  Iup suspects and improve the communication links between Hong Kong and China.  Iup suspects and improve the communication links between Hong Kong and China.  Iup suspects and improve the communication links between Hong Kong and China.  I

personally think that it is an oversimplified conclusion to say that if we use heavypersonally think that it is an oversimplified conclusion to say that if we use heavypersonally think that it is an oversimplified conclusion to say that if we use heavypersonally think that it is an oversimplified conclusion to say that if we use heavy

penalty then the problem will be solved.penalty then the problem will be solved.penalty then the problem will be solved.penalty then the problem will be solved.

Mr Deputy President, I now turn to my prepared speech.Mr Deputy President, I now turn to my prepared speech.Mr Deputy President, I now turn to my prepared speech.Mr Deputy President, I now turn to my prepared speech.

A survey conducted by the Central Fight Crime Committee in 1989 estimated thatA survey conducted by the Central Fight Crime Committee in 1989 estimated thatA survey conducted by the Central Fight Crime Committee in 1989 estimated thatA survey conducted by the Central Fight Crime Committee in 1989 estimated that

the report rate of general crime was only about 34%, in other words, approximatelythe report rate of general crime was only about 34%, in other words, approximatelythe report rate of general crime was only about 34%, in other words, approximatelythe report rate of general crime was only about 34%, in other words, approximately

two thirds of crimes took place unreported.  If this situation is not to be improved,two thirds of crimes took place unreported.  If this situation is not to be improved,two thirds of crimes took place unreported.  If this situation is not to be improved,two thirds of crimes took place unreported.  If this situation is not to be improved,

I am afraid that it will be meaningless for us to discuss here how to improve theI am afraid that it will be meaningless for us to discuss here how to improve theI am afraid that it will be meaningless for us to discuss here how to improve theI am afraid that it will be meaningless for us to discuss here how to improve the

efficiency of our police.  The reason is that although the detection rate of ourefficiency of our police.  The reason is that although the detection rate of ourefficiency of our police.  The reason is that although the detection rate of ourefficiency of our police.  The reason is that although the detection rate of our

police is as high as 45%, yet it only accounts for 15% of all crimes committed; withpolice is as high as 45%, yet it only accounts for 15% of all crimes committed; withpolice is as high as 45%, yet it only accounts for 15% of all crimes committed; withpolice is as high as 45%, yet it only accounts for 15% of all crimes committed; with

85% of the culprits still being at large.  In his Policy Address in 1990, the Governor85% of the culprits still being at large.  In his Policy Address in 1990, the Governor85% of the culprits still being at large.  In his Policy Address in 1990, the Governor85% of the culprits still being at large.  In his Policy Address in 1990, the Governor

saw the duty to report crime as an important responsibility for the public.  But Isaw the duty to report crime as an important responsibility for the public.  But Isaw the duty to report crime as an important responsibility for the public.  But Isaw the duty to report crime as an important responsibility for the public.  But I

wish to point out that if the police does not try its best to improve its relationswish to point out that if the police does not try its best to improve its relationswish to point out that if the police does not try its best to improve its relationswish to point out that if the police does not try its best to improve its relations



with the people as well as its image in the community, crime report rate will notwith the people as well as its image in the community, crime report rate will notwith the people as well as its image in the community, crime report rate will notwith the people as well as its image in the community, crime report rate will not

be increased simply through the Announcement of Public Interest (API) on TV.be increased simply through the Announcement of Public Interest (API) on TV.be increased simply through the Announcement of Public Interest (API) on TV.be increased simply through the Announcement of Public Interest (API) on TV.

We know that there are aWe know that there are aWe know that there are aWe know that there are a number of reasons holding residents back from reporting number of reasons holding residents back from reporting number of reasons holding residents back from reporting number of reasons holding residents back from reporting

crime.  But I think the two major reasons are:crime.  But I think the two major reasons are:crime.  But I think the two major reasons are:crime.  But I think the two major reasons are:

(1)(1)(1)(1) Do not bother to do so: they feel that the procedure for reporting crime isDo not bother to do so: they feel that the procedure for reporting crime isDo not bother to do so: they feel that the procedure for reporting crime isDo not bother to do so: they feel that the procedure for reporting crime is

too complicated and time consuming.  Besides, they are also afraid of retaliationtoo complicated and time consuming.  Besides, they are also afraid of retaliationtoo complicated and time consuming.  Besides, they are also afraid of retaliationtoo complicated and time consuming.  Besides, they are also afraid of retaliation

by the criminals.  The police has always stressed that measures are taken to simplifyby the criminals.  The police has always stressed that measures are taken to simplifyby the criminals.  The police has always stressed that measures are taken to simplifyby the criminals.  The police has always stressed that measures are taken to simplify

crime reporting and to improve the procedure for identification parade.  However,crime reporting and to improve the procedure for identification parade.  However,crime reporting and to improve the procedure for identification parade.  However,crime reporting and to improve the procedure for identification parade.  However,

most people still think that crime reporting is a hard job.  In my opinion, the policemost people still think that crime reporting is a hard job.  In my opinion, the policemost people still think that crime reporting is a hard job.  In my opinion, the policemost people still think that crime reporting is a hard job.  In my opinion, the police

should continue to explore further measures to protect the personal safety of theshould continue to explore further measures to protect the personal safety of theshould continue to explore further measures to protect the personal safety of theshould continue to explore further measures to protect the personal safety of the

witnesses and maintain their dignity, especially in cases which may make the witnesseswitnesses and maintain their dignity, especially in cases which may make the witnesseswitnesses and maintain their dignity, especially in cases which may make the witnesseswitnesses and maintain their dignity, especially in cases which may make the witnesses

feel uncomfortable, such as those of sexual assault involving female victims.  Ifeel uncomfortable, such as those of sexual assault involving female victims.  Ifeel uncomfortable, such as those of sexual assault involving female victims.  Ifeel uncomfortable, such as those of sexual assault involving female victims.  I

would also like to suggest that the police should learn from the experience of thewould also like to suggest that the police should learn from the experience of thewould also like to suggest that the police should learn from the experience of thewould also like to suggest that the police should learn from the experience of the

Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) because people generally feel thatIndependent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) because people generally feel thatIndependent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) because people generally feel thatIndependent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) because people generally feel that

it would be more comfortable for them to report crime to the ICAC and that theit would be more comfortable for them to report crime to the ICAC and that theit would be more comfortable for them to report crime to the ICAC and that theit would be more comfortable for them to report crime to the ICAC and that the

Commission would give a witness better protection.Commission would give a witness better protection.Commission would give a witness better protection.Commission would give a witness better protection.

Some of my colleagues who are also members of the United Democrats haveSome of my colleagues who are also members of the United Democrats haveSome of my colleagues who are also members of the United Democrats haveSome of my colleagues who are also members of the United Democrats have

contacted a number of shop operators in some areas.  To one's surprise, it is foundcontacted a number of shop operators in some areas.  To one's surprise, it is foundcontacted a number of shop operators in some areas.  To one's surprise, it is foundcontacted a number of shop operators in some areas.  To one's surprise, it is found

that the shop operators feel that it is worth paying protection money to the triads.that the shop operators feel that it is worth paying protection money to the triads.that the shop operators feel that it is worth paying protection money to the triads.that the shop operators feel that it is worth paying protection money to the triads.

They said, "The police cannot protect us round the clock and it takes only one minuteThey said, "The police cannot protect us round the clock and it takes only one minuteThey said, "The police cannot protect us round the clock and it takes only one minuteThey said, "The police cannot protect us round the clock and it takes only one minute

for the triads to smash up our shops."  Generally speaking, people do not believefor the triads to smash up our shops."  Generally speaking, people do not believefor the triads to smash up our shops."  Generally speaking, people do not believefor the triads to smash up our shops."  Generally speaking, people do not believe

that the police can give them effective protection.  I think that people's confidencethat the police can give them effective protection.  I think that people's confidencethat the police can give them effective protection.  I think that people's confidencethat the police can give them effective protection.  I think that people's confidence

in the police is not necessarily related to the police officers' ability.  However,in the police is not necessarily related to the police officers' ability.  However,in the police is not necessarily related to the police officers' ability.  However,in the police is not necessarily related to the police officers' ability.  However,

it is still important for the police to make frequent presence in the street.  Justit is still important for the police to make frequent presence in the street.  Justit is still important for the police to make frequent presence in the street.  Justit is still important for the police to make frequent presence in the street.  Just

now Rev FUNG Chi-wood has cited an example that the number of policemen on beat patrolnow Rev FUNG Chi-wood has cited an example that the number of policemen on beat patrolnow Rev FUNG Chi-wood has cited an example that the number of policemen on beat patrolnow Rev FUNG Chi-wood has cited an example that the number of policemen on beat patrol

in Tuen Mun has been reduced by half.  As a matter of fact, there is a shortage ofin Tuen Mun has been reduced by half.  As a matter of fact, there is a shortage ofin Tuen Mun has been reduced by half.  As a matter of fact, there is a shortage ofin Tuen Mun has been reduced by half.  As a matter of fact, there is a shortage of

police manpower in a number of new towns at present (police manpower on Tsing Yi Islandpolice manpower in a number of new towns at present (police manpower on Tsing Yi Islandpolice manpower in a number of new towns at present (police manpower on Tsing Yi Islandpolice manpower in a number of new towns at present (police manpower on Tsing Yi Island

has a shortfall to the tune of 20% to 30%).  On the outlying islands and in the ruralhas a shortfall to the tune of 20% to 30%).  On the outlying islands and in the ruralhas a shortfall to the tune of 20% to 30%).  On the outlying islands and in the ruralhas a shortfall to the tune of 20% to 30%).  On the outlying islands and in the rural

areas, manpower on beat patrol is particularly insufficient.  Sometimes in the nightareas, manpower on beat patrol is particularly insufficient.  Sometimes in the nightareas, manpower on beat patrol is particularly insufficient.  Sometimes in the nightareas, manpower on beat patrol is particularly insufficient.  Sometimes in the night

time there is no beat patrol but only mobile patrol.  People do not believe that policetime there is no beat patrol but only mobile patrol.  People do not believe that policetime there is no beat patrol but only mobile patrol.  People do not believe that policetime there is no beat patrol but only mobile patrol.  People do not believe that police

can offer them effective protection.  And the insufficient presence of the policecan offer them effective protection.  And the insufficient presence of the policecan offer them effective protection.  And the insufficient presence of the policecan offer them effective protection.  And the insufficient presence of the police

officers makes it easier for criminals to know how to evade the police patrols.  Aofficers makes it easier for criminals to know how to evade the police patrols.  Aofficers makes it easier for criminals to know how to evade the police patrols.  Aofficers makes it easier for criminals to know how to evade the police patrols.  A

report in the press earlier showed that there is no policeman on Lamma Island at night.report in the press earlier showed that there is no policeman on Lamma Island at night.report in the press earlier showed that there is no policeman on Lamma Island at night.report in the press earlier showed that there is no policeman on Lamma Island at night.

My opinion is that to enhance people's confidence in the police, the first thing theMy opinion is that to enhance people's confidence in the police, the first thing theMy opinion is that to enhance people's confidence in the police, the first thing theMy opinion is that to enhance people's confidence in the police, the first thing the

police must do is to make their presence felt.  This idea is in line with thepolice must do is to make their presence felt.  This idea is in line with thepolice must do is to make their presence felt.  This idea is in line with thepolice must do is to make their presence felt.  This idea is in line with the



suggestions just made by other Members, namely, to allocate additional resources,suggestions just made by other Members, namely, to allocate additional resources,suggestions just made by other Members, namely, to allocate additional resources,suggestions just made by other Members, namely, to allocate additional resources,

improve the establishment of the police force and put more police officers on beatimprove the establishment of the police force and put more police officers on beatimprove the establishment of the police force and put more police officers on beatimprove the establishment of the police force and put more police officers on beat

patrols.patrols.patrols.patrols.

(2)(2)(2)(2) Another major reason why people are reluctant to report crime is that someAnother major reason why people are reluctant to report crime is that someAnother major reason why people are reluctant to report crime is that someAnother major reason why people are reluctant to report crime is that some

police officers have ruined the image of the force.  Some district board members,police officers have ruined the image of the force.  Some district board members,police officers have ruined the image of the force.  Some district board members,police officers have ruined the image of the force.  Some district board members,

who are also members of the United Democrats, have received a lot of complaints fromwho are also members of the United Democrats, have received a lot of complaints fromwho are also members of the United Democrats, have received a lot of complaints fromwho are also members of the United Democrats, have received a lot of complaints from

residents against the police about their impoliteness (mostly from grassroots level).residents against the police about their impoliteness (mostly from grassroots level).residents against the police about their impoliteness (mostly from grassroots level).residents against the police about their impoliteness (mostly from grassroots level).

In my opinion, the Government should allocate more funding to improve the relationsIn my opinion, the Government should allocate more funding to improve the relationsIn my opinion, the Government should allocate more funding to improve the relationsIn my opinion, the Government should allocate more funding to improve the relations

between the police and the ordinary people, rather than enlisting the help of somebetween the police and the ordinary people, rather than enlisting the help of somebetween the police and the ordinary people, rather than enlisting the help of somebetween the police and the ordinary people, rather than enlisting the help of some

famous singers to sing on TV to urge people to report crime.  It would only furtherfamous singers to sing on TV to urge people to report crime.  It would only furtherfamous singers to sing on TV to urge people to report crime.  It would only furtherfamous singers to sing on TV to urge people to report crime.  It would only further

dampen people's confidence in the police when they find that some police officersdampen people's confidence in the police when they find that some police officersdampen people's confidence in the police when they find that some police officersdampen people's confidence in the police when they find that some police officers

they bump into in daily life are so different from the polite and efficient policethey bump into in daily life are so different from the polite and efficient policethey bump into in daily life are so different from the polite and efficient policethey bump into in daily life are so different from the polite and efficient police

officers it is used to be depicted in promotion films.  My view is that the relationsofficers it is used to be depicted in promotion films.  My view is that the relationsofficers it is used to be depicted in promotion films.  My view is that the relationsofficers it is used to be depicted in promotion films.  My view is that the relations

between the police and the residents can be improved in several ways, including thebetween the police and the residents can be improved in several ways, including thebetween the police and the residents can be improved in several ways, including thebetween the police and the residents can be improved in several ways, including the

provision of appropriate education for policemen (especially the rank and fileprovision of appropriate education for policemen (especially the rank and fileprovision of appropriate education for policemen (especially the rank and fileprovision of appropriate education for policemen (especially the rank and file

officers) to make them understand their responsibilities as civil servants and theofficers) to make them understand their responsibilities as civil servants and theofficers) to make them understand their responsibilities as civil servants and theofficers) to make them understand their responsibilities as civil servants and the

need to observe the law and human rights when exercising their power.  In addition,need to observe the law and human rights when exercising their power.  In addition,need to observe the law and human rights when exercising their power.  In addition,need to observe the law and human rights when exercising their power.  In addition,

police manpower should be improved and communication links with communitypolice manpower should be improved and communication links with communitypolice manpower should be improved and communication links with communitypolice manpower should be improved and communication links with community

organizations, residents' groups and schools and so on, should be enhanced in orderorganizations, residents' groups and schools and so on, should be enhanced in orderorganizations, residents' groups and schools and so on, should be enhanced in orderorganizations, residents' groups and schools and so on, should be enhanced in order

to assist and encourage them to prevent crimes.  Five years ago, the police officersto assist and encourage them to prevent crimes.  Five years ago, the police officersto assist and encourage them to prevent crimes.  Five years ago, the police officersto assist and encourage them to prevent crimes.  Five years ago, the police officers

in Kwai Ching District liaised with a number of mutual aid committees and togetherin Kwai Ching District liaised with a number of mutual aid committees and togetherin Kwai Ching District liaised with a number of mutual aid committees and togetherin Kwai Ching District liaised with a number of mutual aid committees and together

they installed some anti-theft facilities in some public housing blocks.  That isthey installed some anti-theft facilities in some public housing blocks.  That isthey installed some anti-theft facilities in some public housing blocks.  That isthey installed some anti-theft facilities in some public housing blocks.  That is

a valuable, direct and recommendable measure to boost police-residents relations,a valuable, direct and recommendable measure to boost police-residents relations,a valuable, direct and recommendable measure to boost police-residents relations,a valuable, direct and recommendable measure to boost police-residents relations,

which not only enhanced the liaison and understanding between the police and residents,which not only enhanced the liaison and understanding between the police and residents,which not only enhanced the liaison and understanding between the police and residents,which not only enhanced the liaison and understanding between the police and residents,

but also forged their cooperation in fighting crime.but also forged their cooperation in fighting crime.but also forged their cooperation in fighting crime.but also forged their cooperation in fighting crime.

However, I still believe a healthy social environment is indispensable to theHowever, I still believe a healthy social environment is indispensable to theHowever, I still believe a healthy social environment is indispensable to theHowever, I still believe a healthy social environment is indispensable to the

maintenance of a good public order.  Therefore I stress that the Government shouldmaintenance of a good public order.  Therefore I stress that the Government shouldmaintenance of a good public order.  Therefore I stress that the Government shouldmaintenance of a good public order.  Therefore I stress that the Government should

attach importance, in addition to security matters, to the education of teenagersattach importance, in addition to security matters, to the education of teenagersattach importance, in addition to security matters, to the education of teenagersattach importance, in addition to security matters, to the education of teenagers

and the improvement of the living conditions of the lower income group.  Nowadaysand the improvement of the living conditions of the lower income group.  Nowadaysand the improvement of the living conditions of the lower income group.  Nowadaysand the improvement of the living conditions of the lower income group.  Nowadays

the problem of juvenile delinquency is getting more and more serious.  One of thethe problem of juvenile delinquency is getting more and more serious.  One of thethe problem of juvenile delinquency is getting more and more serious.  One of thethe problem of juvenile delinquency is getting more and more serious.  One of the

major reasons is that a number of teenagers are reluctant to go to school and theymajor reasons is that a number of teenagers are reluctant to go to school and theymajor reasons is that a number of teenagers are reluctant to go to school and theymajor reasons is that a number of teenagers are reluctant to go to school and they

cannot acquire correct values from society.  Under the circumstances, they willcannot acquire correct values from society.  Under the circumstances, they willcannot acquire correct values from society.  Under the circumstances, they willcannot acquire correct values from society.  Under the circumstances, they will

easily fall prey to triad members after leaving school.  At a seminar held the othereasily fall prey to triad members after leaving school.  At a seminar held the othereasily fall prey to triad members after leaving school.  At a seminar held the othereasily fall prey to triad members after leaving school.  At a seminar held the other

day, someone engaged in counselling pointed out that many students who drugged cameday, someone engaged in counselling pointed out that many students who drugged cameday, someone engaged in counselling pointed out that many students who drugged cameday, someone engaged in counselling pointed out that many students who drugged came

from single-parent families.  This shows that a large number of behavioural andfrom single-parent families.  This shows that a large number of behavioural andfrom single-parent families.  This shows that a large number of behavioural andfrom single-parent families.  This shows that a large number of behavioural and

crime-related problems are in fact derived from our social problems.  If morecrime-related problems are in fact derived from our social problems.  If morecrime-related problems are in fact derived from our social problems.  If morecrime-related problems are in fact derived from our social problems.  If more



resources could be allocated to the education of teenagers and the provision ofresources could be allocated to the education of teenagers and the provision ofresources could be allocated to the education of teenagers and the provision ofresources could be allocated to the education of teenagers and the provision of

counselling service for students, such as increasing the number of school socialcounselling service for students, such as increasing the number of school socialcounselling service for students, such as increasing the number of school socialcounselling service for students, such as increasing the number of school social

workers and  outreach social workers, we may prevent these teenagers from goingworkers and  outreach social workers, we may prevent these teenagers from goingworkers and  outreach social workers, we may prevent these teenagers from goingworkers and  outreach social workers, we may prevent these teenagers from going

astray.  While the Government claims that it lays stress on improving public order,astray.  While the Government claims that it lays stress on improving public order,astray.  While the Government claims that it lays stress on improving public order,astray.  While the Government claims that it lays stress on improving public order,

it cuts down on the expenditure on education and social welfare.  This is no moreit cuts down on the expenditure on education and social welfare.  This is no moreit cuts down on the expenditure on education and social welfare.  This is no moreit cuts down on the expenditure on education and social welfare.  This is no more

than lifting a rock only to drop it on one's own feet.than lifting a rock only to drop it on one's own feet.than lifting a rock only to drop it on one's own feet.than lifting a rock only to drop it on one's own feet.

The Commission of Police, Mr LI Kwan-ha, shifted the duty of explaining crimeThe Commission of Police, Mr LI Kwan-ha, shifted the duty of explaining crimeThe Commission of Police, Mr LI Kwan-ha, shifted the duty of explaining crimeThe Commission of Police, Mr LI Kwan-ha, shifted the duty of explaining crime

rate to sociologists.  And sociologists would tell us that the widening gap betweenrate to sociologists.  And sociologists would tell us that the widening gap betweenrate to sociologists.  And sociologists would tell us that the widening gap betweenrate to sociologists.  And sociologists would tell us that the widening gap between

the rich and the poor is usually a major factor leading to social instability.the rich and the poor is usually a major factor leading to social instability.the rich and the poor is usually a major factor leading to social instability.the rich and the poor is usually a major factor leading to social instability.

Statistics collected over the past few years show that the gap between the rich andStatistics collected over the past few years show that the gap between the rich andStatistics collected over the past few years show that the gap between the rich andStatistics collected over the past few years show that the gap between the rich and

the poor is widening in Hong Kong.  There is a tendency in the latter half of thethe poor is widening in Hong Kong.  There is a tendency in the latter half of thethe poor is widening in Hong Kong.  There is a tendency in the latter half of thethe poor is widening in Hong Kong.  There is a tendency in the latter half of the

transition period that the expenditure growth on social services will lag behind thetransition period that the expenditure growth on social services will lag behind thetransition period that the expenditure growth on social services will lag behind thetransition period that the expenditure growth on social services will lag behind the

economic growth.  While people at the grassroots level are suffering a lot from higheconomic growth.  While people at the grassroots level are suffering a lot from higheconomic growth.  While people at the grassroots level are suffering a lot from higheconomic growth.  While people at the grassroots level are suffering a lot from high

inflation, they find that the assistances they receive from the Government areinflation, they find that the assistances they receive from the Government areinflation, they find that the assistances they receive from the Government areinflation, they find that the assistances they receive from the Government are

shrinking, thus further eroding their living standard.  When they are unable to makeshrinking, thus further eroding their living standard.  When they are unable to makeshrinking, thus further eroding their living standard.  When they are unable to makeshrinking, thus further eroding their living standard.  When they are unable to make

a living in Hong Kong's money-oriented society, some of them may resort to criminala living in Hong Kong's money-oriented society, some of them may resort to criminala living in Hong Kong's money-oriented society, some of them may resort to criminala living in Hong Kong's money-oriented society, some of them may resort to criminal

means.means.means.means.

A number of Legislative Councillors representing the commercial and indA number of Legislative Councillors representing the commercial and indA number of Legislative Councillors representing the commercial and indA number of Legislative Councillors representing the commercial and industrialustrialustrialustrial

sectors are very concerned about the problem of law and order because a stable socialsectors are very concerned about the problem of law and order because a stable socialsectors are very concerned about the problem of law and order because a stable socialsectors are very concerned about the problem of law and order because a stable social

environment is vital for investors.  However, I would like to draw their attentionenvironment is vital for investors.  However, I would like to draw their attentionenvironment is vital for investors.  However, I would like to draw their attentionenvironment is vital for investors.  However, I would like to draw their attention

to the fact that increasing spending on social welfare and social services isto the fact that increasing spending on social welfare and social services isto the fact that increasing spending on social welfare and social services isto the fact that increasing spending on social welfare and social services is

instrumental in improving our social stability through narrowing the gap between theinstrumental in improving our social stability through narrowing the gap between theinstrumental in improving our social stability through narrowing the gap between theinstrumental in improving our social stability through narrowing the gap between the

rich and the poor.  I hope my honourable colleagues from the commercial and industrialrich and the poor.  I hope my honourable colleagues from the commercial and industrialrich and the poor.  I hope my honourable colleagues from the commercial and industrialrich and the poor.  I hope my honourable colleagues from the commercial and industrial

sectors will bear this in mind when they consider the expenditure on social welfaresectors will bear this in mind when they consider the expenditure on social welfaresectors will bear this in mind when they consider the expenditure on social welfaresectors will bear this in mind when they consider the expenditure on social welfare

in the future.in the future.in the future.in the future.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mrs Peggy LAM's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mrs Peggy LAM's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mrs Peggy LAM's motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support Mrs Peggy LAM's motion.

MR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the maintenance of public orderMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the maintenance of public orderMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the maintenance of public orderMR GILBERT LEUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, the maintenance of public order

can be divided into two major domains: to fight crime and to prevent it.  As forcan be divided into two major domains: to fight crime and to prevent it.  As forcan be divided into two major domains: to fight crime and to prevent it.  As forcan be divided into two major domains: to fight crime and to prevent it.  As for

combating crime, I propose that the Government should consider the followingcombating crime, I propose that the Government should consider the followingcombating crime, I propose that the Government should consider the followingcombating crime, I propose that the Government should consider the following

recommendations:recommendations:recommendations:recommendations:

(1)(1)(1)(1) to strengthen the police manpower and enhance the quality of the police forceto strengthen the police manpower and enhance the quality of the police forceto strengthen the police manpower and enhance the quality of the police forceto strengthen the police manpower and enhance the quality of the police force

by means of training;by means of training;by means of training;by means of training;



(2)(2)(2)(2) to expedite the modernization of police equipmto expedite the modernization of police equipmto expedite the modernization of police equipmto expedite the modernization of police equipment; andent; andent; andent; and

(3)(3)(3)(3) to improve the efficiency of report rooms by modernizing the equipment thereto improve the efficiency of report rooms by modernizing the equipment thereto improve the efficiency of report rooms by modernizing the equipment thereto improve the efficiency of report rooms by modernizing the equipment there

such as using the word processing system to streamline the crime reporting proceduressuch as using the word processing system to streamline the crime reporting proceduressuch as using the word processing system to streamline the crime reporting proceduressuch as using the word processing system to streamline the crime reporting procedures

so as to encourage the public to come forward to report crime.so as to encourage the public to come forward to report crime.so as to encourage the public to come forward to report crime.so as to encourage the public to come forward to report crime.

I believe manI believe manI believe manI believe many of my colleagues who speak today will focus on crime fighting.y of my colleagues who speak today will focus on crime fighting.y of my colleagues who speak today will focus on crime fighting.y of my colleagues who speak today will focus on crime fighting.

Therefore, I would like to place my emphasis on the other area, that is, how to preventTherefore, I would like to place my emphasis on the other area, that is, how to preventTherefore, I would like to place my emphasis on the other area, that is, how to preventTherefore, I would like to place my emphasis on the other area, that is, how to prevent

crime.crime.crime.crime.

Frankly speaking, what the Administration has done on crime prevention isFrankly speaking, what the Administration has done on crime prevention isFrankly speaking, what the Administration has done on crime prevention isFrankly speaking, what the Administration has done on crime prevention is

unsatisfactory.  Maintaining public order is one of the top priorities of theunsatisfactory.  Maintaining public order is one of the top priorities of theunsatisfactory.  Maintaining public order is one of the top priorities of theunsatisfactory.  Maintaining public order is one of the top priorities of the

Government, but seldom does the Government conduct any in-depth and comprehensiveGovernment, but seldom does the Government conduct any in-depth and comprehensiveGovernment, but seldom does the Government conduct any in-depth and comprehensiveGovernment, but seldom does the Government conduct any in-depth and comprehensive

study into the causes of crimes.  As a result, it fails to prevent crime from happeningstudy into the causes of crimes.  As a result, it fails to prevent crime from happeningstudy into the causes of crimes.  As a result, it fails to prevent crime from happeningstudy into the causes of crimes.  As a result, it fails to prevent crime from happening

and cannot combat crime effectively or find out the cause of the crime even afterand cannot combat crime effectively or find out the cause of the crime even afterand cannot combat crime effectively or find out the cause of the crime even afterand cannot combat crime effectively or find out the cause of the crime even after

its happening.its happening.its happening.its happening.

At present, there are Police Public Relations Branch and the Fight Crime CommitteeAt present, there are Police Public Relations Branch and the Fight Crime CommitteeAt present, there are Police Public Relations Branch and the Fight Crime CommitteeAt present, there are Police Public Relations Branch and the Fight Crime Committee

under the Police Force.  However, according to the Draft Estimates for 1992-93, asunder the Police Force.  However, according to the Draft Estimates for 1992-93, asunder the Police Force.  However, according to the Draft Estimates for 1992-93, asunder the Police Force.  However, according to the Draft Estimates for 1992-93, as

far as crime prevention is concerned, the projected expenditure and establishmentfar as crime prevention is concerned, the projected expenditure and establishmentfar as crime prevention is concerned, the projected expenditure and establishmentfar as crime prevention is concerned, the projected expenditure and establishment

under this objective takes up only 1% of the whole force.  It can be seen how theunder this objective takes up only 1% of the whole force.  It can be seen how theunder this objective takes up only 1% of the whole force.  It can be seen how theunder this objective takes up only 1% of the whole force.  It can be seen how the

Government has neglected the work of crime prevention.Government has neglected the work of crime prevention.Government has neglected the work of crime prevention.Government has neglected the work of crime prevention.

Since the Administration has failed to take preventivSince the Administration has failed to take preventivSince the Administration has failed to take preventivSince the Administration has failed to take preventive measures with regard toe measures with regard toe measures with regard toe measures with regard to

law and order, the new towns in the New Territories are now suffering the adverselaw and order, the new towns in the New Territories are now suffering the adverselaw and order, the new towns in the New Territories are now suffering the adverselaw and order, the new towns in the New Territories are now suffering the adverse

consequences.  Over the past decade, the Administration has developed new towns onconsequences.  Over the past decade, the Administration has developed new towns onconsequences.  Over the past decade, the Administration has developed new towns onconsequences.  Over the past decade, the Administration has developed new towns on

a grand scale and move hundreds of thousands of urban residents to the New Territoriesa grand scale and move hundreds of thousands of urban residents to the New Territoriesa grand scale and move hundreds of thousands of urban residents to the New Territoriesa grand scale and move hundreds of thousands of urban residents to the New Territories

away from their relatives and friends.  However, they have not been provided withaway from their relatives and friends.  However, they have not been provided withaway from their relatives and friends.  However, they have not been provided withaway from their relatives and friends.  However, they have not been provided with

adequate community facilities and supporting services.  Consequently, the brand-adequate community facilities and supporting services.  Consequently, the brand-adequate community facilities and supporting services.  Consequently, the brand-adequate community facilities and supporting services.  Consequently, the brand-

new communities have become hotbeds of crime.  In 1990, the number of cases reportednew communities have become hotbeds of crime.  In 1990, the number of cases reportednew communities have become hotbeds of crime.  In 1990, the number of cases reportednew communities have become hotbeds of crime.  In 1990, the number of cases reported

to police in the New Territories was some 4 000 cases more than the 1989 figures,to police in the New Territories was some 4 000 cases more than the 1989 figures,to police in the New Territories was some 4 000 cases more than the 1989 figures,to police in the New Territories was some 4 000 cases more than the 1989 figures,

representing an increase over 16%, surpassing the figures on Hong Kong Island by 8%representing an increase over 16%, surpassing the figures on Hong Kong Island by 8%representing an increase over 16%, surpassing the figures on Hong Kong Island by 8%representing an increase over 16%, surpassing the figures on Hong Kong Island by 8%

and in Kowloon by 3%.  The state of order in new towns is more evident by comparingand in Kowloon by 3%.  The state of order in new towns is more evident by comparingand in Kowloon by 3%.  The state of order in new towns is more evident by comparingand in Kowloon by 3%.  The state of order in new towns is more evident by comparing

the crime rate in Tuen Mun with that in Yuen Long which also lies in the New Territories.the crime rate in Tuen Mun with that in Yuen Long which also lies in the New Territories.the crime rate in Tuen Mun with that in Yuen Long which also lies in the New Territories.the crime rate in Tuen Mun with that in Yuen Long which also lies in the New Territories.

The 1990 crime figures in Tuen Mun were 2.4 times as much as that in 1982, while theThe 1990 crime figures in Tuen Mun were 2.4 times as much as that in 1982, while theThe 1990 crime figures in Tuen Mun were 2.4 times as much as that in 1982, while theThe 1990 crime figures in Tuen Mun were 2.4 times as much as that in 1982, while the

figures in Yuen Long were only multiplied by 1.38 times during the same period.figures in Yuen Long were only multiplied by 1.38 times during the same period.figures in Yuen Long were only multiplied by 1.38 times during the same period.figures in Yuen Long were only multiplied by 1.38 times during the same period.

Viewing from this, the crime rate in new towns has been "rocketing up".  MoreViewing from this, the crime rate in new towns has been "rocketing up".  MoreViewing from this, the crime rate in new towns has been "rocketing up".  MoreViewing from this, the crime rate in new towns has been "rocketing up".  More



unsatisfactorily, despite the fact that the crime rate has "soared up" in Tuen Mun,unsatisfactorily, despite the fact that the crime rate has "soared up" in Tuen Mun,unsatisfactorily, despite the fact that the crime rate has "soared up" in Tuen Mun,unsatisfactorily, despite the fact that the crime rate has "soared up" in Tuen Mun,

the police did not increase its manpower correspondingly.the police did not increase its manpower correspondingly.the police did not increase its manpower correspondingly.the police did not increase its manpower correspondingly.

What the Government can doWhat the Government can doWhat the Government can doWhat the Government can do at present is to work out a remedy for such a situation. at present is to work out a remedy for such a situation. at present is to work out a remedy for such a situation. at present is to work out a remedy for such a situation.

The Government should draw lessons from the experience and introduce adequateThe Government should draw lessons from the experience and introduce adequateThe Government should draw lessons from the experience and introduce adequateThe Government should draw lessons from the experience and introduce adequate

preventive measures in new towns so as not to repeat the same mistakes.  Take Tseungpreventive measures in new towns so as not to repeat the same mistakes.  Take Tseungpreventive measures in new towns so as not to repeat the same mistakes.  Take Tseungpreventive measures in new towns so as not to repeat the same mistakes.  Take Tseung

Kwan O as an example, it was a sparsely populated district a few years ago and hasKwan O as an example, it was a sparsely populated district a few years ago and hasKwan O as an example, it was a sparsely populated district a few years ago and hasKwan O as an example, it was a sparsely populated district a few years ago and has

now a population of 100 000 people.  In a decade's time, it will be able to accommodatenow a population of 100 000 people.  In a decade's time, it will be able to accommodatenow a population of 100 000 people.  In a decade's time, it will be able to accommodatenow a population of 100 000 people.  In a decade's time, it will be able to accommodate

250 000 residents.  Whether Tseung Kwan O will become a paradise for living or a hotbed250 000 residents.  Whether Tseung Kwan O will become a paradise for living or a hotbed250 000 residents.  Whether Tseung Kwan O will become a paradise for living or a hotbed250 000 residents.  Whether Tseung Kwan O will become a paradise for living or a hotbed

of crime depends on the policies to be adopted by the Government on various aspects.of crime depends on the policies to be adopted by the Government on various aspects.of crime depends on the policies to be adopted by the Government on various aspects.of crime depends on the policies to be adopted by the Government on various aspects.

At present, the crime rate of Tseung Kwan O is not very high; but I do not wish toAt present, the crime rate of Tseung Kwan O is not very high; but I do not wish toAt present, the crime rate of Tseung Kwan O is not very high; but I do not wish toAt present, the crime rate of Tseung Kwan O is not very high; but I do not wish to

criticize the Government in this Chamber three to five years later for the high crimecriticize the Government in this Chamber three to five years later for the high crimecriticize the Government in this Chamber three to five years later for the high crimecriticize the Government in this Chamber three to five years later for the high crime

rate in Tseung Kwan O due to its ineffectiveness in combating crime.rate in Tseung Kwan O due to its ineffectiveness in combating crime.rate in Tseung Kwan O due to its ineffectiveness in combating crime.rate in Tseung Kwan O due to its ineffectiveness in combating crime.

Crime prevention work may fall within the responsibility of the police force andCrime prevention work may fall within the responsibility of the police force andCrime prevention work may fall within the responsibility of the police force andCrime prevention work may fall within the responsibility of the police force and

that of other government departments.that of other government departments.that of other government departments.that of other government departments.

On the part of the police, the force should conduct a detailed and comprehensiveOn the part of the police, the force should conduct a detailed and comprehensiveOn the part of the police, the force should conduct a detailed and comprehensiveOn the part of the police, the force should conduct a detailed and comprehensive

analysis on crime so as to find out the general factors leading to crime and shouldanalysis on crime so as to find out the general factors leading to crime and shouldanalysis on crime so as to find out the general factors leading to crime and shouldanalysis on crime so as to find out the general factors leading to crime and should

promote community relations in a more active manner so as to encourage the publicpromote community relations in a more active manner so as to encourage the publicpromote community relations in a more active manner so as to encourage the publicpromote community relations in a more active manner so as to encourage the public

to be co-operative with the police.  Adequate staffing for patrol and investigationto be co-operative with the police.  Adequate staffing for patrol and investigationto be co-operative with the police.  Adequate staffing for patrol and investigationto be co-operative with the police.  Adequate staffing for patrol and investigation

duties should also be maintained too.duties should also be maintained too.duties should also be maintained too.duties should also be maintained too.

As a matter of fact, crime prevention work outside the police force, that is,As a matter of fact, crime prevention work outside the police force, that is,As a matter of fact, crime prevention work outside the police force, that is,As a matter of fact, crime prevention work outside the police force, that is,

work which is to be assumed by other government departments, demands more of ourwork which is to be assumed by other government departments, demands more of ourwork which is to be assumed by other government departments, demands more of ourwork which is to be assumed by other government departments, demands more of our

attention though it has long been neglected by the Government.  What the Governmentattention though it has long been neglected by the Government.  What the Governmentattention though it has long been neglected by the Government.  What the Governmentattention though it has long been neglected by the Government.  What the Government

always lays stress on is the combat of existing crime, but it seldom looks into thealways lays stress on is the combat of existing crime, but it seldom looks into thealways lays stress on is the combat of existing crime, but it seldom looks into thealways lays stress on is the combat of existing crime, but it seldom looks into the

possible crime opportunities to be created by economic changes.  Neither does thepossible crime opportunities to be created by economic changes.  Neither does thepossible crime opportunities to be created by economic changes.  Neither does thepossible crime opportunities to be created by economic changes.  Neither does the

Administration pay attention to the potential impacts brought by its various policiesAdministration pay attention to the potential impacts brought by its various policiesAdministration pay attention to the potential impacts brought by its various policiesAdministration pay attention to the potential impacts brought by its various policies

and measures on law and order.  Hence, it has been enmeshed by its own policies fromand measures on law and order.  Hence, it has been enmeshed by its own policies fromand measures on law and order.  Hence, it has been enmeshed by its own policies fromand measures on law and order.  Hence, it has been enmeshed by its own policies from

time to time.  The Government undertook the development of new towns on a large scaletime to time.  The Government undertook the development of new towns on a large scaletime to time.  The Government undertook the development of new towns on a large scaletime to time.  The Government undertook the development of new towns on a large scale

but failed to assess the social problems that might emerge under such developmentsbut failed to assess the social problems that might emerge under such developmentsbut failed to assess the social problems that might emerge under such developmentsbut failed to assess the social problems that might emerge under such developments

and thus did not take any preventive measures for the situation.  The deteriorationand thus did not take any preventive measures for the situation.  The deteriorationand thus did not take any preventive measures for the situation.  The deteriorationand thus did not take any preventive measures for the situation.  The deterioration

of law and order in new towns is an example.of law and order in new towns is an example.of law and order in new towns is an example.of law and order in new towns is an example.

As regards the provision for social welfare services in the Budget publishedAs regards the provision for social welfare services in the Budget publishedAs regards the provision for social welfare services in the Budget publishedAs regards the provision for social welfare services in the Budget published

recently, sufficient care has not been given to the youth.  Funding for activitiesrecently, sufficient care has not been given to the youth.  Funding for activitiesrecently, sufficient care has not been given to the youth.  Funding for activitiesrecently, sufficient care has not been given to the youth.  Funding for activities

organized by youth centres has been greatly curtailed.  This is another example oforganized by youth centres has been greatly curtailed.  This is another example oforganized by youth centres has been greatly curtailed.  This is another example oforganized by youth centres has been greatly curtailed.  This is another example of

bad performance by the Government.  The curtailment of spending on youth centres hasbad performance by the Government.  The curtailment of spending on youth centres hasbad performance by the Government.  The curtailment of spending on youth centres hasbad performance by the Government.  The curtailment of spending on youth centres has



indicated that the Government has overlooked the importance of the role played byindicated that the Government has overlooked the importance of the role played byindicated that the Government has overlooked the importance of the role played byindicated that the Government has overlooked the importance of the role played by

these centres in crime prevention.  Such a discriminatory reduction in fundings hasthese centres in crime prevention.  Such a discriminatory reduction in fundings hasthese centres in crime prevention.  Such a discriminatory reduction in fundings hasthese centres in crime prevention.  Such a discriminatory reduction in fundings has

also reflected that the Government has not assessed the various needs of differentalso reflected that the Government has not assessed the various needs of differentalso reflected that the Government has not assessed the various needs of differentalso reflected that the Government has not assessed the various needs of different

districts and that it has taken the reduction as a financial adjustment as a wholedistricts and that it has taken the reduction as a financial adjustment as a wholedistricts and that it has taken the reduction as a financial adjustment as a wholedistricts and that it has taken the reduction as a financial adjustment as a whole

without taking into account the potential impacts of such a move on youth educationwithout taking into account the potential impacts of such a move on youth educationwithout taking into account the potential impacts of such a move on youth educationwithout taking into account the potential impacts of such a move on youth education

and social security.and social security.and social security.and social security.

In view of this, the Government should conduct an "assessment on law and order"In view of this, the Government should conduct an "assessment on law and order"In view of this, the Government should conduct an "assessment on law and order"In view of this, the Government should conduct an "assessment on law and order"

before implementing its new policies and measures.  This is to ensure that it willbefore implementing its new policies and measures.  This is to ensure that it willbefore implementing its new policies and measures.  This is to ensure that it willbefore implementing its new policies and measures.  This is to ensure that it will

fully recognize the potential impacts of its new measures and to take preventivefully recognize the potential impacts of its new measures and to take preventivefully recognize the potential impacts of its new measures and to take preventivefully recognize the potential impacts of its new measures and to take preventive

measures correspondingly.  It should abandon its passive attitude towards crimemeasures correspondingly.  It should abandon its passive attitude towards crimemeasures correspondingly.  It should abandon its passive attitude towards crimemeasures correspondingly.  It should abandon its passive attitude towards crime

prevention and the stopgap measures which are ineffective in combating crime.  Thisprevention and the stopgap measures which are ineffective in combating crime.  Thisprevention and the stopgap measures which are ineffective in combating crime.  Thisprevention and the stopgap measures which are ineffective in combating crime.  This

is similar to the current practice of the Government to undertake environmentalis similar to the current practice of the Government to undertake environmentalis similar to the current practice of the Government to undertake environmentalis similar to the current practice of the Government to undertake environmental

assessment before reaching a decision on any major projects.  Both are aiming atassessment before reaching a decision on any major projects.  Both are aiming atassessment before reaching a decision on any major projects.  Both are aiming atassessment before reaching a decision on any major projects.  Both are aiming at

taking preventive measures before any damages are done and enabling Hong Kong peopletaking preventive measures before any damages are done and enabling Hong Kong peopletaking preventive measures before any damages are done and enabling Hong Kong peopletaking preventive measures before any damages are done and enabling Hong Kong people

to enjoy a more peaceful and safer living environment.to enjoy a more peaceful and safer living environment.to enjoy a more peaceful and safer living environment.to enjoy a more peaceful and safer living environment.

With a view to urging the Government to step up the work of crime prevention,With a view to urging the Government to step up the work of crime prevention,With a view to urging the Government to step up the work of crime prevention,With a view to urging the Government to step up the work of crime prevention,

I make the above remarks and support the motion.I make the above remarks and support the motion.I make the above remarks and support the motion.I make the above remarks and support the motion.

PROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, it is time for hard decisions: will wePROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, it is time for hard decisions: will wePROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, it is time for hard decisions: will wePROF FELICE LIEH MAK: Mr Deputy President, it is time for hard decisions: will we

allow law and order to deteriorate or will we stop crime? The population has increased;allow law and order to deteriorate or will we stop crime? The population has increased;allow law and order to deteriorate or will we stop crime? The population has increased;allow law and order to deteriorate or will we stop crime? The population has increased;

however traditional values have eroded and our police force has shrunk.  Hong Konghowever traditional values have eroded and our police force has shrunk.  Hong Konghowever traditional values have eroded and our police force has shrunk.  Hong Konghowever traditional values have eroded and our police force has shrunk.  Hong Kong

is very wealthy and attracts Mainland opportunists.  Our laws render it difficultis very wealthy and attracts Mainland opportunists.  Our laws render it difficultis very wealthy and attracts Mainland opportunists.  Our laws render it difficultis very wealthy and attracts Mainland opportunists.  Our laws render it difficult

to convict criminals; police power is limited and southern China is unable to containto convict criminals; police power is limited and southern China is unable to containto convict criminals; police power is limited and southern China is unable to containto convict criminals; police power is limited and southern China is unable to contain

criminal activity.  These conditions have fostered a rising crime rate in our city.criminal activity.  These conditions have fostered a rising crime rate in our city.criminal activity.  These conditions have fostered a rising crime rate in our city.criminal activity.  These conditions have fostered a rising crime rate in our city.

With an increasingly permeable border there is every reason to believe that law andWith an increasingly permeable border there is every reason to believe that law andWith an increasingly permeable border there is every reason to believe that law andWith an increasingly permeable border there is every reason to believe that law and

order will continue to decline.order will continue to decline.order will continue to decline.order will continue to decline.

Hong Kong is becoming more dangerous.  Juvenile crime has grown 25% in the pastHong Kong is becoming more dangerous.  Juvenile crime has grown 25% in the pastHong Kong is becoming more dangerous.  Juvenile crime has grown 25% in the pastHong Kong is becoming more dangerous.  Juvenile crime has grown 25% in the past

two years in certain areas.  Armed robbery, as has been mentioned by many, is up 40%.two years in certain areas.  Armed robbery, as has been mentioned by many, is up 40%.two years in certain areas.  Armed robbery, as has been mentioned by many, is up 40%.two years in certain areas.  Armed robbery, as has been mentioned by many, is up 40%.

Thirty-three police officers were injured, including two dead, in 1991.  Shopkeepers,Thirty-three police officers were injured, including two dead, in 1991.  Shopkeepers,Thirty-three police officers were injured, including two dead, in 1991.  Shopkeepers,Thirty-three police officers were injured, including two dead, in 1991.  Shopkeepers,

during the Chinese New Year period, handed out $1,000 laisee packages to teenagersduring the Chinese New Year period, handed out $1,000 laisee packages to teenagersduring the Chinese New Year period, handed out $1,000 laisee packages to teenagersduring the Chinese New Year period, handed out $1,000 laisee packages to teenagers

for protection.  The total value of stolen goods in 1981 was $268 million.  Ten yearsfor protection.  The total value of stolen goods in 1981 was $268 million.  Ten yearsfor protection.  The total value of stolen goods in 1981 was $268 million.  Ten yearsfor protection.  The total value of stolen goods in 1981 was $268 million.  Ten years

later, in 1991, approximately $1.5 billion in money and goods were stolen.  It takeslater, in 1991, approximately $1.5 billion in money and goods were stolen.  It takeslater, in 1991, approximately $1.5 billion in money and goods were stolen.  It takeslater, in 1991, approximately $1.5 billion in money and goods were stolen.  It takes

only one hour to steal a car and smuggle it across the border.  Smugglers are nowonly one hour to steal a car and smuggle it across the border.  Smugglers are nowonly one hour to steal a car and smuggle it across the border.  Smugglers are nowonly one hour to steal a car and smuggle it across the border.  Smugglers are now

docking not only in Tai Po, but Causeway Bay, Tsing Yi, Stanley and Sai Kung.docking not only in Tai Po, but Causeway Bay, Tsing Yi, Stanley and Sai Kung.docking not only in Tai Po, but Causeway Bay, Tsing Yi, Stanley and Sai Kung.docking not only in Tai Po, but Causeway Bay, Tsing Yi, Stanley and Sai Kung.



A number of factors have contributed to theA number of factors have contributed to theA number of factors have contributed to theA number of factors have contributed to the present decline in law and order. present decline in law and order. present decline in law and order. present decline in law and order.

The public's indifference to reporting crime prevents a thorough evaluation of theThe public's indifference to reporting crime prevents a thorough evaluation of theThe public's indifference to reporting crime prevents a thorough evaluation of theThe public's indifference to reporting crime prevents a thorough evaluation of the

problem.  Many people do not take appropriate safety precautions until after theyproblem.  Many people do not take appropriate safety precautions until after theyproblem.  Many people do not take appropriate safety precautions until after theyproblem.  Many people do not take appropriate safety precautions until after they

are victimized.  Children are left alone by their parents and schools are unable toare victimized.  Children are left alone by their parents and schools are unable toare victimized.  Children are left alone by their parents and schools are unable toare victimized.  Children are left alone by their parents and schools are unable to

maintain discipline.  Trouble-prone juveniles often drop out of school and into gangsmaintain discipline.  Trouble-prone juveniles often drop out of school and into gangsmaintain discipline.  Trouble-prone juveniles often drop out of school and into gangsmaintain discipline.  Trouble-prone juveniles often drop out of school and into gangs

and petty crime.  Good parenting has seemingly become passe.and petty crime.  Good parenting has seemingly become passe.and petty crime.  Good parenting has seemingly become passe.and petty crime.  Good parenting has seemingly become passe.

The police force is under great pressure.  Constables work long hours for lowThe police force is under great pressure.  Constables work long hours for lowThe police force is under great pressure.  Constables work long hours for lowThe police force is under great pressure.  Constables work long hours for low

wages in the most dangerous conditions.  They are called upon to do everything andwages in the most dangerous conditions.  They are called upon to do everything andwages in the most dangerous conditions.  They are called upon to do everything andwages in the most dangerous conditions.  They are called upon to do everything and

anything, from solving marital disputes to rescuing cats, to apprehending gunmen.anything, from solving marital disputes to rescuing cats, to apprehending gunmen.anything, from solving marital disputes to rescuing cats, to apprehending gunmen.anything, from solving marital disputes to rescuing cats, to apprehending gunmen.

Many districts have reduced the number of beat officers by as much as 45% over theMany districts have reduced the number of beat officers by as much as 45% over theMany districts have reduced the number of beat officers by as much as 45% over theMany districts have reduced the number of beat officers by as much as 45% over the

past 10 years.  The situation is exacerbated by official attempts to hide the problem.past 10 years.  The situation is exacerbated by official attempts to hide the problem.past 10 years.  The situation is exacerbated by official attempts to hide the problem.past 10 years.  The situation is exacerbated by official attempts to hide the problem.

The government figures on manpower shortfall are highly suspect because establishmentThe government figures on manpower shortfall are highly suspect because establishmentThe government figures on manpower shortfall are highly suspect because establishmentThe government figures on manpower shortfall are highly suspect because establishment

reductions and redeployment figures are not included and this has been highlightedreductions and redeployment figures are not included and this has been highlightedreductions and redeployment figures are not included and this has been highlightedreductions and redeployment figures are not included and this has been highlighted

by the Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW.  Thus we have a police force that, on the surface,by the Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW.  Thus we have a police force that, on the surface,by the Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW.  Thus we have a police force that, on the surface,by the Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW.  Thus we have a police force that, on the surface,

reported that 96 people were dropped from 1990-91, but also had 19 fewer vacancies.reported that 96 people were dropped from 1990-91, but also had 19 fewer vacancies.reported that 96 people were dropped from 1990-91, but also had 19 fewer vacancies.reported that 96 people were dropped from 1990-91, but also had 19 fewer vacancies.

With a growing population and crime rate, establishment figures should be increasingWith a growing population and crime rate, establishment figures should be increasingWith a growing population and crime rate, establishment figures should be increasingWith a growing population and crime rate, establishment figures should be increasing

rather than decreasing.rather than decreasing.rather than decreasing.rather than decreasing.

The criminal justice system has frustrated police efforts.  Press coverage ofThe criminal justice system has frustrated police efforts.  Press coverage ofThe criminal justice system has frustrated police efforts.  Press coverage ofThe criminal justice system has frustrated police efforts.  Press coverage of

the challenge posed by the Bill of Rights to current law enforcement practices givesthe challenge posed by the Bill of Rights to current law enforcement practices givesthe challenge posed by the Bill of Rights to current law enforcement practices givesthe challenge posed by the Bill of Rights to current law enforcement practices gives

the impression that criminal behaviour is being encouraged -- and the police arethe impression that criminal behaviour is being encouraged -- and the police arethe impression that criminal behaviour is being encouraged -- and the police arethe impression that criminal behaviour is being encouraged -- and the police are

confused.  The decision of the Attorney General's Chambers to prosecute some casesconfused.  The decision of the Attorney General's Chambers to prosecute some casesconfused.  The decision of the Attorney General's Chambers to prosecute some casesconfused.  The decision of the Attorney General's Chambers to prosecute some cases

and not others has appeared arbitrary to the police, discouraging attempts to buildand not others has appeared arbitrary to the police, discouraging attempts to buildand not others has appeared arbitrary to the police, discouraging attempts to buildand not others has appeared arbitrary to the police, discouraging attempts to build

cases.  Opportunistic lawyers have sold the knowledge of police surveillance tacticscases.  Opportunistic lawyers have sold the knowledge of police surveillance tacticscases.  Opportunistic lawyers have sold the knowledge of police surveillance tacticscases.  Opportunistic lawyers have sold the knowledge of police surveillance tactics

acquired in criminal trials to drug dealers and syndicate leaders.  We have, to aacquired in criminal trials to drug dealers and syndicate leaders.  We have, to aacquired in criminal trials to drug dealers and syndicate leaders.  We have, to aacquired in criminal trials to drug dealers and syndicate leaders.  We have, to a

certain extent, handcuffed the police instead of the criminals.certain extent, handcuffed the police instead of the criminals.certain extent, handcuffed the police instead of the criminals.certain extent, handcuffed the police instead of the criminals.

Having said and heard so many problems being enunciated in this Council thisHaving said and heard so many problems being enunciated in this Council thisHaving said and heard so many problems being enunciated in this Council thisHaving said and heard so many problems being enunciated in this Council this

afternoon, I would like to turn to a number of solutions and my proposal has 12afternoon, I would like to turn to a number of solutions and my proposal has 12afternoon, I would like to turn to a number of solutions and my proposal has 12afternoon, I would like to turn to a number of solutions and my proposal has 12

components.components.components.components.

First, we must define the role of the police.  Police officers are not socialFirst, we must define the role of the police.  Police officers are not socialFirst, we must define the role of the police.  Police officers are not socialFirst, we must define the role of the police.  Police officers are not social

workers, nor firemen, nor doctors, nor labour counsellors, nor are they prison guards.workers, nor firemen, nor doctors, nor labour counsellors, nor are they prison guards.workers, nor firemen, nor doctors, nor labour counsellors, nor are they prison guards.workers, nor firemen, nor doctors, nor labour counsellors, nor are they prison guards.

The responsibility of the police is to maintain law and order through an activeThe responsibility of the police is to maintain law and order through an activeThe responsibility of the police is to maintain law and order through an activeThe responsibility of the police is to maintain law and order through an active

presence on the street.  Situations that do not require a police officer should bepresence on the street.  Situations that do not require a police officer should bepresence on the street.  Situations that do not require a police officer should bepresence on the street.  Situations that do not require a police officer should be

referred to more appropriate agencies.referred to more appropriate agencies.referred to more appropriate agencies.referred to more appropriate agencies.



Second, policy guidelines should be established and should be clarified.  TSecond, policy guidelines should be established and should be clarified.  TSecond, policy guidelines should be established and should be clarified.  TSecond, policy guidelines should be established and should be clarified.  Thehehehe

current confusion over the Bill of Rights needs to be clarified for the officers andcurrent confusion over the Bill of Rights needs to be clarified for the officers andcurrent confusion over the Bill of Rights needs to be clarified for the officers andcurrent confusion over the Bill of Rights needs to be clarified for the officers and

for the patrols on the beat.  They must know if and when and how new legislationfor the patrols on the beat.  They must know if and when and how new legislationfor the patrols on the beat.  They must know if and when and how new legislationfor the patrols on the beat.  They must know if and when and how new legislation

affects their duties.affects their duties.affects their duties.affects their duties.

Third, better training and equipment are required to deal with Third, better training and equipment are required to deal with Third, better training and equipment are required to deal with Third, better training and equipment are required to deal with the new criminalthe new criminalthe new criminalthe new criminal

reality on the streets.  Armed robbers are extremely dangerous and there is no excusereality on the streets.  Armed robbers are extremely dangerous and there is no excusereality on the streets.  Armed robbers are extremely dangerous and there is no excusereality on the streets.  Armed robbers are extremely dangerous and there is no excuse

for inadequate training or equipment in handling this situation.  The police forcefor inadequate training or equipment in handling this situation.  The police forcefor inadequate training or equipment in handling this situation.  The police forcefor inadequate training or equipment in handling this situation.  The police force

must ensure that every officer is prepared to act with composure and confidence inmust ensure that every officer is prepared to act with composure and confidence inmust ensure that every officer is prepared to act with composure and confidence inmust ensure that every officer is prepared to act with composure and confidence in

protecting himself and the people around him in life threatening situations.  However,protecting himself and the people around him in life threatening situations.  However,protecting himself and the people around him in life threatening situations.  However,protecting himself and the people around him in life threatening situations.  However,

by increasing the police ability to deal with dangerous armed robbers, the publicby increasing the police ability to deal with dangerous armed robbers, the publicby increasing the police ability to deal with dangerous armed robbers, the publicby increasing the police ability to deal with dangerous armed robbers, the public

may also have to take an increasing risk because there invariably will be escalation.may also have to take an increasing risk because there invariably will be escalation.may also have to take an increasing risk because there invariably will be escalation.may also have to take an increasing risk because there invariably will be escalation.

Fourth, salary and manpower need to be reviewed and revised. Police constablesFourth, salary and manpower need to be reviewed and revised. Police constablesFourth, salary and manpower need to be reviewed and revised. Police constablesFourth, salary and manpower need to be reviewed and revised. Police constables

are leaving as quickly as they are recruited.  The salaries need to be competitiveare leaving as quickly as they are recruited.  The salaries need to be competitiveare leaving as quickly as they are recruited.  The salaries need to be competitiveare leaving as quickly as they are recruited.  The salaries need to be competitive

with other potential careers.  We must increase the number of officers on the beatwith other potential careers.  We must increase the number of officers on the beatwith other potential careers.  We must increase the number of officers on the beatwith other potential careers.  We must increase the number of officers on the beat

and take them out of their cars.  The United States of America and the United Kingdomand take them out of their cars.  The United States of America and the United Kingdomand take them out of their cars.  The United States of America and the United Kingdomand take them out of their cars.  The United States of America and the United Kingdom

lost the war against crime on the streets by putting their beat cops into squad cars.lost the war against crime on the streets by putting their beat cops into squad cars.lost the war against crime on the streets by putting their beat cops into squad cars.lost the war against crime on the streets by putting their beat cops into squad cars.

Fifth, promotion must be based on merit.  Seniority and administrativeFifth, promotion must be based on merit.  Seniority and administrativeFifth, promotion must be based on merit.  Seniority and administrativeFifth, promotion must be based on merit.  Seniority and administrative

convenience have been given too much consideration in promotions; the best personconvenience have been given too much consideration in promotions; the best personconvenience have been given too much consideration in promotions; the best personconvenience have been given too much consideration in promotions; the best person

should get the job.  Leadership will come from those who are capable of bearing it.should get the job.  Leadership will come from those who are capable of bearing it.should get the job.  Leadership will come from those who are capable of bearing it.should get the job.  Leadership will come from those who are capable of bearing it.

Sixth, the police force needs better public relations and a good spokesperson.Sixth, the police force needs better public relations and a good spokesperson.Sixth, the police force needs better public relations and a good spokesperson.Sixth, the police force needs better public relations and a good spokesperson.

In the interests of accountability, public relations are critical to every governmentIn the interests of accountability, public relations are critical to every governmentIn the interests of accountability, public relations are critical to every governmentIn the interests of accountability, public relations are critical to every government

department.  The force can no longer assume that the public will notice quiet butdepartment.  The force can no longer assume that the public will notice quiet butdepartment.  The force can no longer assume that the public will notice quiet butdepartment.  The force can no longer assume that the public will notice quiet but

effective law enforcement. Accomplishment, such as the low incidence of criminaleffective law enforcement. Accomplishment, such as the low incidence of criminaleffective law enforcement. Accomplishment, such as the low incidence of criminaleffective law enforcement. Accomplishment, such as the low incidence of criminal

activity over the New Year, should be trumpeted.activity over the New Year, should be trumpeted.activity over the New Year, should be trumpeted.activity over the New Year, should be trumpeted.

Seventh, education can prevent crime and help police officers.  Public knowledgeSeventh, education can prevent crime and help police officers.  Public knowledgeSeventh, education can prevent crime and help police officers.  Public knowledgeSeventh, education can prevent crime and help police officers.  Public knowledge

about crime, the police force, the reporting process and legal proceedings will helpabout crime, the police force, the reporting process and legal proceedings will helpabout crime, the police force, the reporting process and legal proceedings will helpabout crime, the police force, the reporting process and legal proceedings will help

maintain law and order.  Potential criminals must think twice before acting, andmaintain law and order.  Potential criminals must think twice before acting, andmaintain law and order.  Potential criminals must think twice before acting, andmaintain law and order.  Potential criminals must think twice before acting, and

victims should be encouraged to report information to the police.victims should be encouraged to report information to the police.victims should be encouraged to report information to the police.victims should be encouraged to report information to the police.

Eighth, crime prevention should be addressed.  Efforts to guide and encourageEighth, crime prevention should be addressed.  Efforts to guide and encourageEighth, crime prevention should be addressed.  Efforts to guide and encourageEighth, crime prevention should be addressed.  Efforts to guide and encourage

positive social behaviour in high-risk schools must be maintained and increased.positive social behaviour in high-risk schools must be maintained and increased.positive social behaviour in high-risk schools must be maintained and increased.positive social behaviour in high-risk schools must be maintained and increased.

Schools should play a bigger role in identifying and eliminating criminal influences.Schools should play a bigger role in identifying and eliminating criminal influences.Schools should play a bigger role in identifying and eliminating criminal influences.Schools should play a bigger role in identifying and eliminating criminal influences.



Ninth, we must rethink the death penalty.  It should be maintained for certainNinth, we must rethink the death penalty.  It should be maintained for certainNinth, we must rethink the death penalty.  It should be maintained for certainNinth, we must rethink the death penalty.  It should be maintained for certain

crimes, not -- and I would like to emphasize not -- because it serves as a deterrentcrimes, not -- and I would like to emphasize not -- because it serves as a deterrentcrimes, not -- and I would like to emphasize not -- because it serves as a deterrentcrimes, not -- and I would like to emphasize not -- because it serves as a deterrent

but because every other nation in the region has it. And as criminal activities,but because every other nation in the region has it. And as criminal activities,but because every other nation in the region has it. And as criminal activities,but because every other nation in the region has it. And as criminal activities,

especially drug trafficking, increase through Hong Kong, it would be a mistake toespecially drug trafficking, increase through Hong Kong, it would be a mistake toespecially drug trafficking, increase through Hong Kong, it would be a mistake toespecially drug trafficking, increase through Hong Kong, it would be a mistake to

further encourage the involvement of the territory by not having the death sentence.further encourage the involvement of the territory by not having the death sentence.further encourage the involvement of the territory by not having the death sentence.further encourage the involvement of the territory by not having the death sentence.

Tenth is a rather rTenth is a rather rTenth is a rather rTenth is a rather radical proposition.  We must convince China to lower the importadical proposition.  We must convince China to lower the importadical proposition.  We must convince China to lower the importadical proposition.  We must convince China to lower the import

tax.  Smuggling is a profitable enterprise because China demands a high tax on luxurytax.  Smuggling is a profitable enterprise because China demands a high tax on luxurytax.  Smuggling is a profitable enterprise because China demands a high tax on luxurytax.  Smuggling is a profitable enterprise because China demands a high tax on luxury

items.  We have to concede that we have lost the war against smuggling and can noitems.  We have to concede that we have lost the war against smuggling and can noitems.  We have to concede that we have lost the war against smuggling and can noitems.  We have to concede that we have lost the war against smuggling and can no

longer rationalize the cost in terms of personnel and equipment.  If China wants tolonger rationalize the cost in terms of personnel and equipment.  If China wants tolonger rationalize the cost in terms of personnel and equipment.  If China wants tolonger rationalize the cost in terms of personnel and equipment.  If China wants to

curb smuggling, the best way to do it is to lower the tax rate.  Smugglers' profitscurb smuggling, the best way to do it is to lower the tax rate.  Smugglers' profitscurb smuggling, the best way to do it is to lower the tax rate.  Smugglers' profitscurb smuggling, the best way to do it is to lower the tax rate.  Smugglers' profits

would be cut and China would actually collect more revenue from the increasing legalwould be cut and China would actually collect more revenue from the increasing legalwould be cut and China would actually collect more revenue from the increasing legalwould be cut and China would actually collect more revenue from the increasing legal

business.business.business.business.

Eleventh, a SpeEleventh, a SpeEleventh, a SpeEleventh, a Special Task Force on Organized Crime should be establishedcial Task Force on Organized Crime should be establishedcial Task Force on Organized Crime should be establishedcial Task Force on Organized Crime should be established

consisting of police officers, immigration officers, inland revenue staff and legalconsisting of police officers, immigration officers, inland revenue staff and legalconsisting of police officers, immigration officers, inland revenue staff and legalconsisting of police officers, immigration officers, inland revenue staff and legal

officers; they should all pool their special knowledge and abilities together toofficers; they should all pool their special knowledge and abilities together toofficers; they should all pool their special knowledge and abilities together toofficers; they should all pool their special knowledge and abilities together to

target the top people in organized crime.  We have often been told that the policetarget the top people in organized crime.  We have often been told that the policetarget the top people in organized crime.  We have often been told that the policetarget the top people in organized crime.  We have often been told that the police

know exactly who the top people in organized crime are -- get them then!know exactly who the top people in organized crime are -- get them then!know exactly who the top people in organized crime are -- get them then!know exactly who the top people in organized crime are -- get them then!

Twelfth, government departments must become accountable to public scrutiny.  WeTwelfth, government departments must become accountable to public scrutiny.  WeTwelfth, government departments must become accountable to public scrutiny.  WeTwelfth, government departments must become accountable to public scrutiny.  We

need transparent management and operations in order to guard against an upsurge inneed transparent management and operations in order to guard against an upsurge inneed transparent management and operations in order to guard against an upsurge inneed transparent management and operations in order to guard against an upsurge in

bribery and corruption.bribery and corruption.bribery and corruption.bribery and corruption.

These ideas will hopefully improve the current situation without entailing greatThese ideas will hopefully improve the current situation without entailing greatThese ideas will hopefully improve the current situation without entailing greatThese ideas will hopefully improve the current situation without entailing great

costs.  If present trends continue violent crimes will increase, officers will becomecosts.  If present trends continue violent crimes will increase, officers will becomecosts.  If present trends continue violent crimes will increase, officers will becomecosts.  If present trends continue violent crimes will increase, officers will become

increasingly demoralized, and more of us will become victims.  Only our police force,increasingly demoralized, and more of us will become victims.  Only our police force,increasingly demoralized, and more of us will become victims.  Only our police force,increasingly demoralized, and more of us will become victims.  Only our police force,

with our co-operation, can restore law and order.  Let us help them meet our highwith our co-operation, can restore law and order.  Let us help them meet our highwith our co-operation, can restore law and order.  Let us help them meet our highwith our co-operation, can restore law and order.  Let us help them meet our high

expectations.expectations.expectations.expectations.

MR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I believe we all agree thatMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I believe we all agree thatMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I believe we all agree thatMR MAN SAI-CHEONG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I believe we all agree that

when the law and order situation in a society is in jeopardy, the police force willwhen the law and order situation in a society is in jeopardy, the police force willwhen the law and order situation in a society is in jeopardy, the police force willwhen the law and order situation in a society is in jeopardy, the police force will

have to shoulder greater responsibility in maintaining public order.  But while wehave to shoulder greater responsibility in maintaining public order.  But while wehave to shoulder greater responsibility in maintaining public order.  But while wehave to shoulder greater responsibility in maintaining public order.  But while we

demand our police force to be more efficient and have better performance, we shoulddemand our police force to be more efficient and have better performance, we shoulddemand our police force to be more efficient and have better performance, we shoulddemand our police force to be more efficient and have better performance, we should

think carefully of the means to achieve this purpose.  I think, in order to maintainthink carefully of the means to achieve this purpose.  I think, in order to maintainthink carefully of the means to achieve this purpose.  I think, in order to maintainthink carefully of the means to achieve this purpose.  I think, in order to maintain

law and order in Hong Kong, we must have a constantly improving police force andlaw and order in Hong Kong, we must have a constantly improving police force andlaw and order in Hong Kong, we must have a constantly improving police force andlaw and order in Hong Kong, we must have a constantly improving police force and

improvement of the police equipment and strengthening of the force retrainingimprovement of the police equipment and strengthening of the force retrainingimprovement of the police equipment and strengthening of the force retrainingimprovement of the police equipment and strengthening of the force retraining



programmes are indispensable.programmes are indispensable.programmes are indispensable.programmes are indispensable.

As farAs farAs farAs far as the force retraining programmes are concerned, I know that the police as the force retraining programmes are concerned, I know that the police as the force retraining programmes are concerned, I know that the police as the force retraining programmes are concerned, I know that the police

force basically offers three types of retraining programmes for serving uniformforce basically offers three types of retraining programmes for serving uniformforce basically offers three types of retraining programmes for serving uniformforce basically offers three types of retraining programmes for serving uniform

police officers at present: first, programmes purely on theory for those who havepolice officers at present: first, programmes purely on theory for those who havepolice officers at present: first, programmes purely on theory for those who havepolice officers at present: first, programmes purely on theory for those who have

joined the Force for one to two years; second, programmes with both theory and practicejoined the Force for one to two years; second, programmes with both theory and practicejoined the Force for one to two years; second, programmes with both theory and practicejoined the Force for one to two years; second, programmes with both theory and practice

for those who have five years of service; third, programmes also combining theoryfor those who have five years of service; third, programmes also combining theoryfor those who have five years of service; third, programmes also combining theoryfor those who have five years of service; third, programmes also combining theory

with practice mainly for those who have ten years of service.  I think the abovewith practice mainly for those who have ten years of service.  I think the abovewith practice mainly for those who have ten years of service.  I think the abovewith practice mainly for those who have ten years of service.  I think the above

retraining programmes are very important to the improvement of the police officers'retraining programmes are very important to the improvement of the police officers'retraining programmes are very important to the improvement of the police officers'retraining programmes are very important to the improvement of the police officers'

quality and their abilities in performing their duties.  These programmes cannot bequality and their abilities in performing their duties.  These programmes cannot bequality and their abilities in performing their duties.  These programmes cannot bequality and their abilities in performing their duties.  These programmes cannot be

scrapped but should be strengthened in some ways. However, it has been suggestedscrapped but should be strengthened in some ways. However, it has been suggestedscrapped but should be strengthened in some ways. However, it has been suggestedscrapped but should be strengthened in some ways. However, it has been suggested

recently that owing to the long-standing problem of manpower shortage in the Force,recently that owing to the long-standing problem of manpower shortage in the Force,recently that owing to the long-standing problem of manpower shortage in the Force,recently that owing to the long-standing problem of manpower shortage in the Force,

the authorities concerned should consider reducing these retraining programmes sothe authorities concerned should consider reducing these retraining programmes sothe authorities concerned should consider reducing these retraining programmes sothe authorities concerned should consider reducing these retraining programmes so

as to release more officers to carry out daily duties.  I also heard that the Forceas to release more officers to carry out daily duties.  I also heard that the Forceas to release more officers to carry out daily duties.  I also heard that the Forceas to release more officers to carry out daily duties.  I also heard that the Force

intended to make such changes.  If this is true, I think this will be detrimentalintended to make such changes.  If this is true, I think this will be detrimentalintended to make such changes.  If this is true, I think this will be detrimentalintended to make such changes.  If this is true, I think this will be detrimental

to the object of improving the quality of the Force.to the object of improving the quality of the Force.to the object of improving the quality of the Force.to the object of improving the quality of the Force.

As we know, Hong Kong is an ever-changing society which keeps on advancing forward.As we know, Hong Kong is an ever-changing society which keeps on advancing forward.As we know, Hong Kong is an ever-changing society which keeps on advancing forward.As we know, Hong Kong is an ever-changing society which keeps on advancing forward.

In order to cope with the new situation and needs in our society, we have to amendIn order to cope with the new situation and needs in our society, we have to amendIn order to cope with the new situation and needs in our society, we have to amendIn order to cope with the new situation and needs in our society, we have to amend

the legislation and introduce new legislation, many pieces of which are related tothe legislation and introduce new legislation, many pieces of which are related tothe legislation and introduce new legislation, many pieces of which are related tothe legislation and introduce new legislation, many pieces of which are related to

the execution of police duties.  If the police officers have to perform their dutiesthe execution of police duties.  If the police officers have to perform their dutiesthe execution of police duties.  If the police officers have to perform their dutiesthe execution of police duties.  If the police officers have to perform their duties

effectively, they have to keep abreast of the new legislation.  For example, witheffectively, they have to keep abreast of the new legislation.  For example, witheffectively, they have to keep abreast of the new legislation.  For example, witheffectively, they have to keep abreast of the new legislation.  For example, with

the passage of the Bill of Rights Bill some time ago, police officers need to havethe passage of the Bill of Rights Bill some time ago, police officers need to havethe passage of the Bill of Rights Bill some time ago, police officers need to havethe passage of the Bill of Rights Bill some time ago, police officers need to have

a better understanding of police powers and execution of duties.  The retraininga better understanding of police powers and execution of duties.  The retraininga better understanding of police powers and execution of duties.  The retraininga better understanding of police powers and execution of duties.  The retraining

programmes being offered by the Force for the police officers at present will provideprogrammes being offered by the Force for the police officers at present will provideprogrammes being offered by the Force for the police officers at present will provideprogrammes being offered by the Force for the police officers at present will provide

an opportunity for the Uniform Branch police officers to be familiar with up-to-an opportunity for the Uniform Branch police officers to be familiar with up-to-an opportunity for the Uniform Branch police officers to be familiar with up-to-an opportunity for the Uniform Branch police officers to be familiar with up-to-

date legislation and enable them to perform their duties more effectively.  Therefore,date legislation and enable them to perform their duties more effectively.  Therefore,date legislation and enable them to perform their duties more effectively.  Therefore,date legislation and enable them to perform their duties more effectively.  Therefore,

from this point of view, the retraining programmes for serving police officers arefrom this point of view, the retraining programmes for serving police officers arefrom this point of view, the retraining programmes for serving police officers arefrom this point of view, the retraining programmes for serving police officers are

definitely of great value and are worthy of great emphasis and support by this Councildefinitely of great value and are worthy of great emphasis and support by this Councildefinitely of great value and are worthy of great emphasis and support by this Councildefinitely of great value and are worthy of great emphasis and support by this Council

in today's debate.  I think these retraining programmes should be retained as farin today's debate.  I think these retraining programmes should be retained as farin today's debate.  I think these retraining programmes should be retained as farin today's debate.  I think these retraining programmes should be retained as far

as possible and even strengthened.as possible and even strengthened.as possible and even strengthened.as possible and even strengthened.

Apart from training of officers, improvement of police eqApart from training of officers, improvement of police eqApart from training of officers, improvement of police eqApart from training of officers, improvement of police equipment is another veryuipment is another veryuipment is another veryuipment is another very

important means to improve the quality of the police.  In the past, we learnt fromimportant means to improve the quality of the police.  In the past, we learnt fromimportant means to improve the quality of the police.  In the past, we learnt fromimportant means to improve the quality of the police.  In the past, we learnt from

the publicity materials of the police that the authorities concerned hoped to buildthe publicity materials of the police that the authorities concerned hoped to buildthe publicity materials of the police that the authorities concerned hoped to buildthe publicity materials of the police that the authorities concerned hoped to build

a sophisticated and well-equipped force.  I agree to this aim.  In fact, we have alsoa sophisticated and well-equipped force.  I agree to this aim.  In fact, we have alsoa sophisticated and well-equipped force.  I agree to this aim.  In fact, we have alsoa sophisticated and well-equipped force.  I agree to this aim.  In fact, we have also

seen that the present police equipment has shown marked improvement when comparedseen that the present police equipment has shown marked improvement when comparedseen that the present police equipment has shown marked improvement when comparedseen that the present police equipment has shown marked improvement when compared

with that of the past.  Recently a friend from the Force said to me that thewith that of the past.  Recently a friend from the Force said to me that thewith that of the past.  Recently a friend from the Force said to me that thewith that of the past.  Recently a friend from the Force said to me that the



communication devices available to the Uniform Branch police officers now are socommunication devices available to the Uniform Branch police officers now are socommunication devices available to the Uniform Branch police officers now are socommunication devices available to the Uniform Branch police officers now are so

advanced that it only takes a press of a button to enable the console to tune in toadvanced that it only takes a press of a button to enable the console to tune in toadvanced that it only takes a press of a button to enable the console to tune in toadvanced that it only takes a press of a button to enable the console to tune in to

the latest situation at the scene of crime.  This will of course enhance thethe latest situation at the scene of crime.  This will of course enhance thethe latest situation at the scene of crime.  This will of course enhance thethe latest situation at the scene of crime.  This will of course enhance the

operational flexibility of the police officers in emergencies and step up the supportoperational flexibility of the police officers in emergencies and step up the supportoperational flexibility of the police officers in emergencies and step up the supportoperational flexibility of the police officers in emergencies and step up the support

from the back-up.  Obviously, such improvements in the police equipment not only helpfrom the back-up.  Obviously, such improvements in the police equipment not only helpfrom the back-up.  Obviously, such improvements in the police equipment not only helpfrom the back-up.  Obviously, such improvements in the police equipment not only help

to improve the quality of the Force but also strengthen the self-defence of the policeto improve the quality of the Force but also strengthen the self-defence of the policeto improve the quality of the Force but also strengthen the self-defence of the policeto improve the quality of the Force but also strengthen the self-defence of the police

officers in performing their duties.  This will indirectly help to boost the moraleofficers in performing their duties.  This will indirectly help to boost the moraleofficers in performing their duties.  This will indirectly help to boost the moraleofficers in performing their duties.  This will indirectly help to boost the morale

of the Force and the recruitment of police officers.  Therefore, I urge theof the Force and the recruitment of police officers.  Therefore, I urge theof the Force and the recruitment of police officers.  Therefore, I urge theof the Force and the recruitment of police officers.  Therefore, I urge the

authorities concerned to keep on improving the equipment of individual policeauthorities concerned to keep on improving the equipment of individual policeauthorities concerned to keep on improving the equipment of individual policeauthorities concerned to keep on improving the equipment of individual police

officers as well as the equipment of the Force as a whole.  All along, the publicofficers as well as the equipment of the Force as a whole.  All along, the publicofficers as well as the equipment of the Force as a whole.  All along, the publicofficers as well as the equipment of the Force as a whole.  All along, the public

has been concerned about the fact that the Uniform Branch police officers carry toohas been concerned about the fact that the Uniform Branch police officers carry toohas been concerned about the fact that the Uniform Branch police officers carry toohas been concerned about the fact that the Uniform Branch police officers carry too

heavy a load.  If the Force can reduce the load of these police officers throughheavy a load.  If the Force can reduce the load of these police officers throughheavy a load.  If the Force can reduce the load of these police officers throughheavy a load.  If the Force can reduce the load of these police officers through

further improvement of the equipment, I believe this would help them carry out theirfurther improvement of the equipment, I believe this would help them carry out theirfurther improvement of the equipment, I believe this would help them carry out theirfurther improvement of the equipment, I believe this would help them carry out their

duties and boost the public confidence in the Force.duties and boost the public confidence in the Force.duties and boost the public confidence in the Force.duties and boost the public confidence in the Force.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

DR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think there is a quorum in the Council.DR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think there is a quorum in the Council.DR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think there is a quorum in the Council.DR SAMUEL WONG: Mr Deputy President, I do not think there is a quorum in the Council.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do now have a quorum, Dr WONG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do now have a quorum, Dr WONG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do now have a quorum, Dr WONG.DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We do now have a quorum, Dr WONG.

DR SAMUEL WONG:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  The motion refers to theDR SAMUEL WONG:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  The motion refers to theDR SAMUEL WONG:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  The motion refers to theDR SAMUEL WONG:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  The motion refers to the

community's strong concern over violent crime and gang activities and urges thecommunity's strong concern over violent crime and gang activities and urges thecommunity's strong concern over violent crime and gang activities and urges thecommunity's strong concern over violent crime and gang activities and urges the

Government to take appropriate measures including those that affect the police.  IGovernment to take appropriate measures including those that affect the police.  IGovernment to take appropriate measures including those that affect the police.  IGovernment to take appropriate measures including those that affect the police.  I

will return to the important point that this complex problem is only partly the directwill return to the important point that this complex problem is only partly the directwill return to the important point that this complex problem is only partly the directwill return to the important point that this complex problem is only partly the direct

concern of the police.  But first I want to comment on the community's strong concern.concern of the police.  But first I want to comment on the community's strong concern.concern of the police.  But first I want to comment on the community's strong concern.concern of the police.  But first I want to comment on the community's strong concern.

Hong Kong has a low and fairly steady crime rate. But for such a rich city withHong Kong has a low and fairly steady crime rate. But for such a rich city withHong Kong has a low and fairly steady crime rate. But for such a rich city withHong Kong has a low and fairly steady crime rate. But for such a rich city with

no significant unemployment the community can be excused for considering it too high.no significant unemployment the community can be excused for considering it too high.no significant unemployment the community can be excused for considering it too high.no significant unemployment the community can be excused for considering it too high.

A closer look, however, reveals the real concern. Violent crime, robberiesA closer look, however, reveals the real concern. Violent crime, robberiesA closer look, however, reveals the real concern. Violent crime, robberiesA closer look, however, reveals the real concern. Violent crime, robberies

(especially those involving firearms), and burglary are on the increase.(especially those involving firearms), and burglary are on the increase.(especially those involving firearms), and burglary are on the increase.(especially those involving firearms), and burglary are on the increase.

Furthermore, official statements tend to compare 1991 with 1990 giving increases ofFurthermore, official statements tend to compare 1991 with 1990 giving increases ofFurthermore, official statements tend to compare 1991 with 1990 giving increases ofFurthermore, official statements tend to compare 1991 with 1990 giving increases of

a few percent.  But the dramatic increase has been going on steadily since 1986.a few percent.  But the dramatic increase has been going on steadily since 1986.a few percent.  But the dramatic increase has been going on steadily since 1986.a few percent.  But the dramatic increase has been going on steadily since 1986.

Violent crimes 39%, burglaries 32%, robberies 72% and robberies involving firearmsViolent crimes 39%, burglaries 32%, robberies 72% and robberies involving firearmsViolent crimes 39%, burglaries 32%, robberies 72% and robberies involving firearmsViolent crimes 39%, burglaries 32%, robberies 72% and robberies involving firearms

or the like 300%.  And on these crimes the detection rate is only a third of the generalor the like 300%.  And on these crimes the detection rate is only a third of the generalor the like 300%.  And on these crimes the detection rate is only a third of the generalor the like 300%.  And on these crimes the detection rate is only a third of the general

crime detection rate.crime detection rate.crime detection rate.crime detection rate.



So what happened in 1986?So what happened in 1986?So what happened in 1986?So what happened in 1986?

In 1986 we were about to enter the final decade before the transfer to ChineseIn 1986 we were about to enter the final decade before the transfer to ChineseIn 1986 we were about to enter the final decade before the transfer to ChineseIn 1986 we were about to enter the final decade before the transfer to Chinese

sovereignty.  Could a feeling of desperation among some have started then and grownsovereignty.  Could a feeling of desperation among some have started then and grownsovereignty.  Could a feeling of desperation among some have started then and grownsovereignty.  Could a feeling of desperation among some have started then and grown

ever since?  Or could the triads or some foreign power bases have decided it was timeever since?  Or could the triads or some foreign power bases have decided it was timeever since?  Or could the triads or some foreign power bases have decided it was timeever since?  Or could the triads or some foreign power bases have decided it was time

they established a position?  The Year Book for 1986 reported a sudden concern aboutthey established a position?  The Year Book for 1986 reported a sudden concern aboutthey established a position?  The Year Book for 1986 reported a sudden concern aboutthey established a position?  The Year Book for 1986 reported a sudden concern about

triad activities.  Also in 1986 the termination of the touch base policy and increasedtriad activities.  Also in 1986 the termination of the touch base policy and increasedtriad activities.  Also in 1986 the termination of the touch base policy and increasedtriad activities.  Also in 1986 the termination of the touch base policy and increased

freedom of travel in China were beginning to take effect and the only sources of incomefreedom of travel in China were beginning to take effect and the only sources of incomefreedom of travel in China were beginning to take effect and the only sources of incomefreedom of travel in China were beginning to take effect and the only sources of income

for the illegal immigrants were illegal.  On the other hand outward processing infor the illegal immigrants were illegal.  On the other hand outward processing infor the illegal immigrants were illegal.  On the other hand outward processing infor the illegal immigrants were illegal.  On the other hand outward processing in

Guangdong has just started, leading to a huge annual increase in cross border trafficGuangdong has just started, leading to a huge annual increase in cross border trafficGuangdong has just started, leading to a huge annual increase in cross border trafficGuangdong has just started, leading to a huge annual increase in cross border traffic

in people, transport and containers and with it increasing immigration and customsin people, transport and containers and with it increasing immigration and customsin people, transport and containers and with it increasing immigration and customsin people, transport and containers and with it increasing immigration and customs

problems of detecting illegal entry and smuggling of firearms.problems of detecting illegal entry and smuggling of firearms.problems of detecting illegal entry and smuggling of firearms.problems of detecting illegal entry and smuggling of firearms.

So 1986 was a critical year, but the events I have mentioned were mostly politicalSo 1986 was a critical year, but the events I have mentioned were mostly politicalSo 1986 was a critical year, but the events I have mentioned were mostly politicalSo 1986 was a critical year, but the events I have mentioned were mostly political

and economic -- not fundamentally criminal.  They were all, indeed, outside theand economic -- not fundamentally criminal.  They were all, indeed, outside theand economic -- not fundamentally criminal.  They were all, indeed, outside theand economic -- not fundamentally criminal.  They were all, indeed, outside the

purview of the police.  And that is true of many factors which could influence violentpurview of the police.  And that is true of many factors which could influence violentpurview of the police.  And that is true of many factors which could influence violentpurview of the police.  And that is true of many factors which could influence violent

crime.  Accordingly, I am today going to focus on the matters of general securitycrime.  Accordingly, I am today going to focus on the matters of general securitycrime.  Accordingly, I am today going to focus on the matters of general securitycrime.  Accordingly, I am today going to focus on the matters of general security

and political, economic and social trends which might affect violent crime. For myand political, economic and social trends which might affect violent crime. For myand political, economic and social trends which might affect violent crime. For myand political, economic and social trends which might affect violent crime. For my

thesis is that we are dealing with a very complex social problem and that the measuresthesis is that we are dealing with a very complex social problem and that the measuresthesis is that we are dealing with a very complex social problem and that the measuresthesis is that we are dealing with a very complex social problem and that the measures

to be taken must be carefully analysed and organized if they are to be effective.to be taken must be carefully analysed and organized if they are to be effective.to be taken must be carefully analysed and organized if they are to be effective.to be taken must be carefully analysed and organized if they are to be effective.

So what else could have happened in Hong Kong over recSo what else could have happened in Hong Kong over recSo what else could have happened in Hong Kong over recSo what else could have happened in Hong Kong over recent years to influence aent years to influence aent years to influence aent years to influence a

rise in violent crime?  At this stage I only ask "what could have happened", not "whatrise in violent crime?  At this stage I only ask "what could have happened", not "whatrise in violent crime?  At this stage I only ask "what could have happened", not "whatrise in violent crime?  At this stage I only ask "what could have happened", not "what

did happen?"  Naturally a lowering of morale, standards or effective manpower in thedid happen?"  Naturally a lowering of morale, standards or effective manpower in thedid happen?"  Naturally a lowering of morale, standards or effective manpower in thedid happen?"  Naturally a lowering of morale, standards or effective manpower in the

police would encourage criminals to extend their activities.  Similarly a failurepolice would encourage criminals to extend their activities.  Similarly a failurepolice would encourage criminals to extend their activities.  Similarly a failurepolice would encourage criminals to extend their activities.  Similarly a failure

by the police to keep up with the sophistication of criminals would enable the gangsby the police to keep up with the sophistication of criminals would enable the gangsby the police to keep up with the sophistication of criminals would enable the gangsby the police to keep up with the sophistication of criminals would enable the gangs

to operate more freely, as would a low detection rate on violent crimes.to operate more freely, as would a low detection rate on violent crimes.to operate more freely, as would a low detection rate on violent crimes.to operate more freely, as would a low detection rate on violent crimes.

But many matters of general security are outside the jurisdiction of the But many matters of general security are outside the jurisdiction of the But many matters of general security are outside the jurisdiction of the But many matters of general security are outside the jurisdiction of the police.police.police.police.

Apart from the increased customs and immigration difficulties I have alreadyApart from the increased customs and immigration difficulties I have alreadyApart from the increased customs and immigration difficulties I have alreadyApart from the increased customs and immigration difficulties I have already

mentioned, a lowering of effectiveness of the Independent Commission Againstmentioned, a lowering of effectiveness of the Independent Commission Againstmentioned, a lowering of effectiveness of the Independent Commission Againstmentioned, a lowering of effectiveness of the Independent Commission Against

Corruption could also make crime easier.  Similarly, laxity in security in theCorruption could also make crime easier.  Similarly, laxity in security in theCorruption could also make crime easier.  Similarly, laxity in security in theCorruption could also make crime easier.  Similarly, laxity in security in the

private sector or in the screening of staff by security firms could encourage violentprivate sector or in the screening of staff by security firms could encourage violentprivate sector or in the screening of staff by security firms could encourage violentprivate sector or in the screening of staff by security firms could encourage violent

crime.crime.crime.crime.

Even further from police influence are the political issues; many, as I have saidEven further from police influence are the political issues; many, as I have saidEven further from police influence are the political issues; many, as I have saidEven further from police influence are the political issues; many, as I have said

already, related to illegal immigration or to 1997.  But other issues could apply,already, related to illegal immigration or to 1997.  But other issues could apply,already, related to illegal immigration or to 1997.  But other issues could apply,already, related to illegal immigration or to 1997.  But other issues could apply,

for example over-effectiveness of the emphasis on human rights could be acting tofor example over-effectiveness of the emphasis on human rights could be acting tofor example over-effectiveness of the emphasis on human rights could be acting tofor example over-effectiveness of the emphasis on human rights could be acting to



the advantage of the criminals.the advantage of the criminals.the advantage of the criminals.the advantage of the criminals.

There are economic issues too. An over-dependence on insurance could lead to laxThere are economic issues too. An over-dependence on insurance could lead to laxThere are economic issues too. An over-dependence on insurance could lead to laxThere are economic issues too. An over-dependence on insurance could lead to lax

security and make crime easier.  It could also result in increased premiums leavingsecurity and make crime easier.  It could also result in increased premiums leavingsecurity and make crime easier.  It could also result in increased premiums leavingsecurity and make crime easier.  It could also result in increased premiums leaving

less to be spent on security.  The increased sophistication of crime could offerless to be spent on security.  The increased sophistication of crime could offerless to be spent on security.  The increased sophistication of crime could offerless to be spent on security.  The increased sophistication of crime could offer

higher rewards. And any indication that rich people, who can afford the best lawyers,higher rewards. And any indication that rich people, who can afford the best lawyers,higher rewards. And any indication that rich people, who can afford the best lawyers,higher rewards. And any indication that rich people, who can afford the best lawyers,

are less easy to convict could put affluent members of crime syndicates at their ease.are less easy to convict could put affluent members of crime syndicates at their ease.are less easy to convict could put affluent members of crime syndicates at their ease.are less easy to convict could put affluent members of crime syndicates at their ease.

Similarly, failure by courts to bring complex crimes to a satisfactory conclusionSimilarly, failure by courts to bring complex crimes to a satisfactory conclusionSimilarly, failure by courts to bring complex crimes to a satisfactory conclusionSimilarly, failure by courts to bring complex crimes to a satisfactory conclusion

may encourage criminals to become more sophisticated.may encourage criminals to become more sophisticated.may encourage criminals to become more sophisticated.may encourage criminals to become more sophisticated.

Finally social issues are perhaps furthest removed from the responsibility ofFinally social issues are perhaps furthest removed from the responsibility ofFinally social issues are perhaps furthest removed from the responsibility ofFinally social issues are perhaps furthest removed from the responsibility of

the police.  Crime could be influenced by a deterioration in ethical standards causedthe police.  Crime could be influenced by a deterioration in ethical standards causedthe police.  Crime could be influenced by a deterioration in ethical standards causedthe police.  Crime could be influenced by a deterioration in ethical standards caused

by breakup of families in the brain drain or by a lowering of ethical standards taughtby breakup of families in the brain drain or by a lowering of ethical standards taughtby breakup of families in the brain drain or by a lowering of ethical standards taughtby breakup of families in the brain drain or by a lowering of ethical standards taught

in schools.  Nearer home the influence of uncensored violence on television and filmin schools.  Nearer home the influence of uncensored violence on television and filmin schools.  Nearer home the influence of uncensored violence on television and filmin schools.  Nearer home the influence of uncensored violence on television and film

could encourage a criminal element.could encourage a criminal element.could encourage a criminal element.could encourage a criminal element.

I am not, of course, suggesting that all my selected examples do in fact apply.I am not, of course, suggesting that all my selected examples do in fact apply.I am not, of course, suggesting that all my selected examples do in fact apply.I am not, of course, suggesting that all my selected examples do in fact apply.

I am only saying they could apply.  In some cases the reverse may be true from whatI am only saying they could apply.  In some cases the reverse may be true from whatI am only saying they could apply.  In some cases the reverse may be true from whatI am only saying they could apply.  In some cases the reverse may be true from what

I have suggested. What I have tried to show is the complexity and breadth of theI have suggested. What I have tried to show is the complexity and breadth of theI have suggested. What I have tried to show is the complexity and breadth of theI have suggested. What I have tried to show is the complexity and breadth of the

problem.problem.problem.problem.

I believe it is dangerous to speculate on the subject and I therefore urge theI believe it is dangerous to speculate on the subject and I therefore urge theI believe it is dangerous to speculate on the subject and I therefore urge theI believe it is dangerous to speculate on the subject and I therefore urge the

Government to commission a research study on the causes of the disturbing level andGovernment to commission a research study on the causes of the disturbing level andGovernment to commission a research study on the causes of the disturbing level andGovernment to commission a research study on the causes of the disturbing level and

yearly increase in violent crime and gang activities.  I suggest the study would needyearly increase in violent crime and gang activities.  I suggest the study would needyearly increase in violent crime and gang activities.  I suggest the study would needyearly increase in violent crime and gang activities.  I suggest the study would need

to be independent -- the police could scarcely be expected to be objective beingto be independent -- the police could scarcely be expected to be objective beingto be independent -- the police could scarcely be expected to be objective beingto be independent -- the police could scarcely be expected to be objective being

involved themselves -- perhaps by a team from one or more universities, but naturallyinvolved themselves -- perhaps by a team from one or more universities, but naturallyinvolved themselves -- perhaps by a team from one or more universities, but naturallyinvolved themselves -- perhaps by a team from one or more universities, but naturally

with the fullest co-operation of the police, the Government, the ICAC and the courts.with the fullest co-operation of the police, the Government, the ICAC and the courts.with the fullest co-operation of the police, the Government, the ICAC and the courts.with the fullest co-operation of the police, the Government, the ICAC and the courts.

And it needs to be done quickly.And it needs to be done quickly.And it needs to be done quickly.And it needs to be done quickly.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

MR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, law and order is closely linkedMR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, law and order is closely linkedMR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, law and order is closely linkedMR HOWARD YOUNG (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, law and order is closely linked

with people's livelihood.  All opinion polls conducted recently have listed law andwith people's livelihood.  All opinion polls conducted recently have listed law andwith people's livelihood.  All opinion polls conducted recently have listed law andwith people's livelihood.  All opinion polls conducted recently have listed law and

order, inflation and housing as the three foremost matters that constitute theorder, inflation and housing as the three foremost matters that constitute theorder, inflation and housing as the three foremost matters that constitute theorder, inflation and housing as the three foremost matters that constitute the

public's prime concern.  However, people of various social backgrounds or incomepublic's prime concern.  However, people of various social backgrounds or incomepublic's prime concern.  However, people of various social backgrounds or incomepublic's prime concern.  However, people of various social backgrounds or income

groups may have varied views on the problems of housing and inflation.  Dependinggroups may have varied views on the problems of housing and inflation.  Dependinggroups may have varied views on the problems of housing and inflation.  Dependinggroups may have varied views on the problems of housing and inflation.  Depending



on whether they live in public housing or owner-occupied flats, people have differenton whether they live in public housing or owner-occupied flats, people have differenton whether they live in public housing or owner-occupied flats, people have differenton whether they live in public housing or owner-occupied flats, people have different

attitudes towards the housing problem.  But the problem of law and order is anotherattitudes towards the housing problem.  But the problem of law and order is anotherattitudes towards the housing problem.  But the problem of law and order is anotherattitudes towards the housing problem.  But the problem of law and order is another

matter.  Hong Kong people need an efficient police force with high morale, which Imatter.  Hong Kong people need an efficient police force with high morale, which Imatter.  Hong Kong people need an efficient police force with high morale, which Imatter.  Hong Kong people need an efficient police force with high morale, which I

believe is the consensus of all regardless of their social backgrounds.  Thisbelieve is the consensus of all regardless of their social backgrounds.  Thisbelieve is the consensus of all regardless of their social backgrounds.  Thisbelieve is the consensus of all regardless of their social backgrounds.  This

consensus is not only shared by Hong Kong people but also visitors from overseas.consensus is not only shared by Hong Kong people but also visitors from overseas.consensus is not only shared by Hong Kong people but also visitors from overseas.consensus is not only shared by Hong Kong people but also visitors from overseas.

Members may recall that some tourists happened to fall prey to robbers last year andMembers may recall that some tourists happened to fall prey to robbers last year andMembers may recall that some tourists happened to fall prey to robbers last year andMembers may recall that some tourists happened to fall prey to robbers last year and

the year before.  During a recent shootout, an innocent tourist was injured and laterthe year before.  During a recent shootout, an innocent tourist was injured and laterthe year before.  During a recent shootout, an innocent tourist was injured and laterthe year before.  During a recent shootout, an innocent tourist was injured and later

sent to hospital for treatment.sent to hospital for treatment.sent to hospital for treatment.sent to hospital for treatment.

The tourism industry is worried about the adverse effects of a deteriorating lawThe tourism industry is worried about the adverse effects of a deteriorating lawThe tourism industry is worried about the adverse effects of a deteriorating lawThe tourism industry is worried about the adverse effects of a deteriorating law

and order situation on Hong Kong's travel business.  Yet I also believe that if thisand order situation on Hong Kong's travel business.  Yet I also believe that if thisand order situation on Hong Kong's travel business.  Yet I also believe that if thisand order situation on Hong Kong's travel business.  Yet I also believe that if this

problem is blown out of proportion, it will do no good to Hong Kong.  The Securityproblem is blown out of proportion, it will do no good to Hong Kong.  The Securityproblem is blown out of proportion, it will do no good to Hong Kong.  The Securityproblem is blown out of proportion, it will do no good to Hong Kong.  The Security

Branch as well as the police force have supplied lots of statistics to OMELCO'sBranch as well as the police force have supplied lots of statistics to OMELCO'sBranch as well as the police force have supplied lots of statistics to OMELCO'sBranch as well as the police force have supplied lots of statistics to OMELCO's

Security Panel, pointing out, often through comparison with New York and London, thatSecurity Panel, pointing out, often through comparison with New York and London, thatSecurity Panel, pointing out, often through comparison with New York and London, thatSecurity Panel, pointing out, often through comparison with New York and London, that

Hong Kong's crime detection rate is by no means lower than that of other cities whileHong Kong's crime detection rate is by no means lower than that of other cities whileHong Kong's crime detection rate is by no means lower than that of other cities whileHong Kong's crime detection rate is by no means lower than that of other cities while

its crime rate is comparatively lower than other cities.  Scientific as theseits crime rate is comparatively lower than other cities.  Scientific as theseits crime rate is comparatively lower than other cities.  Scientific as theseits crime rate is comparatively lower than other cities.  Scientific as these

statistics may be, they cannot cover up the trend of an upsurge in armed robbery.statistics may be, they cannot cover up the trend of an upsurge in armed robbery.statistics may be, they cannot cover up the trend of an upsurge in armed robbery.statistics may be, they cannot cover up the trend of an upsurge in armed robbery.

Besides, we are living in Hong Kong, not London or New York.Besides, we are living in Hong Kong, not London or New York.Besides, we are living in Hong Kong, not London or New York.Besides, we are living in Hong Kong, not London or New York.

Quite a number of officials think that efficiency and morale seem to be twoQuite a number of officials think that efficiency and morale seem to be twoQuite a number of officials think that efficiency and morale seem to be twoQuite a number of officials think that efficiency and morale seem to be two

unrelated matters.  Is this not too mild a way of putting it?  Does it smack of windowunrelated matters.  Is this not too mild a way of putting it?  Does it smack of windowunrelated matters.  Is this not too mild a way of putting it?  Does it smack of windowunrelated matters.  Is this not too mild a way of putting it?  Does it smack of window

dressing?  It is undeniable that Hong Kong's police force has outshone many otherdressing?  It is undeniable that Hong Kong's police force has outshone many otherdressing?  It is undeniable that Hong Kong's police force has outshone many otherdressing?  It is undeniable that Hong Kong's police force has outshone many other

police forces in the world in terms of professionalism and training.  But we mustpolice forces in the world in terms of professionalism and training.  But we mustpolice forces in the world in terms of professionalism and training.  But we mustpolice forces in the world in terms of professionalism and training.  But we must

not relax our alertness because of this.  We must first have resources before we cannot relax our alertness because of this.  We must first have resources before we cannot relax our alertness because of this.  We must first have resources before we cannot relax our alertness because of this.  We must first have resources before we can

have an efficient police force with high morale.  The Government's budget proposalshave an efficient police force with high morale.  The Government's budget proposalshave an efficient police force with high morale.  The Government's budget proposalshave an efficient police force with high morale.  The Government's budget proposals

have given rise to a lot of discussion recently.  Many people are talking abouthave given rise to a lot of discussion recently.  Many people are talking abouthave given rise to a lot of discussion recently.  Many people are talking abouthave given rise to a lot of discussion recently.  Many people are talking about

"tapping new revenue sources and cutting expenditure" and the Director of the Hong"tapping new revenue sources and cutting expenditure" and the Director of the Hong"tapping new revenue sources and cutting expenditure" and the Director of the Hong"tapping new revenue sources and cutting expenditure" and the Director of the Hong

Kong and Macau Affairs Office of China, Mr LU Ping, has also commented on the issueKong and Macau Affairs Office of China, Mr LU Ping, has also commented on the issueKong and Macau Affairs Office of China, Mr LU Ping, has also commented on the issueKong and Macau Affairs Office of China, Mr LU Ping, has also commented on the issue

of "tailoring expenditure to revenue."  While we are talking about "expenditureof "tailoring expenditure to revenue."  While we are talking about "expenditureof "tailoring expenditure to revenue."  While we are talking about "expenditureof "tailoring expenditure to revenue."  While we are talking about "expenditure

cutbacks", let us not forget that our "revenue" is now bigger than "expenditure" aftercutbacks", let us not forget that our "revenue" is now bigger than "expenditure" aftercutbacks", let us not forget that our "revenue" is now bigger than "expenditure" aftercutbacks", let us not forget that our "revenue" is now bigger than "expenditure" after

all, no matter whether we look at it from the Financial Secretary's viewpoint of taxall, no matter whether we look at it from the Financial Secretary's viewpoint of taxall, no matter whether we look at it from the Financial Secretary's viewpoint of taxall, no matter whether we look at it from the Financial Secretary's viewpoint of tax

increases (tapping additional sources of revenue) or China's viewpoint of "tailoringincreases (tapping additional sources of revenue) or China's viewpoint of "tailoringincreases (tapping additional sources of revenue) or China's viewpoint of "tailoringincreases (tapping additional sources of revenue) or China's viewpoint of "tailoring

expenditure to revenue".  Therefore when we lay out resources, we hope to send aexpenditure to revenue".  Therefore when we lay out resources, we hope to send aexpenditure to revenue".  Therefore when we lay out resources, we hope to send aexpenditure to revenue".  Therefore when we lay out resources, we hope to send a

signal to the Government: no Member of the Legislative Council wants to see thesignal to the Government: no Member of the Legislative Council wants to see thesignal to the Government: no Member of the Legislative Council wants to see thesignal to the Government: no Member of the Legislative Council wants to see the

resources set aside for our police force being curtailed by reason of "expenditureresources set aside for our police force being curtailed by reason of "expenditureresources set aside for our police force being curtailed by reason of "expenditureresources set aside for our police force being curtailed by reason of "expenditure

cutbacks".  What has worried us is the talk of cutting the police establishment.cutbacks".  What has worried us is the talk of cutting the police establishment.cutbacks".  What has worried us is the talk of cutting the police establishment.cutbacks".  What has worried us is the talk of cutting the police establishment.

Although the Administration has said that vacancies have never been filled and soAlthough the Administration has said that vacancies have never been filled and soAlthough the Administration has said that vacancies have never been filled and soAlthough the Administration has said that vacancies have never been filled and so

the effect will be minimal, yet first of all I would like to ask whether or not thethe effect will be minimal, yet first of all I would like to ask whether or not thethe effect will be minimal, yet first of all I would like to ask whether or not thethe effect will be minimal, yet first of all I would like to ask whether or not the



vacancy rate has been played down indirectly in numerical terms so as to give us avacancy rate has been played down indirectly in numerical terms so as to give us avacancy rate has been played down indirectly in numerical terms so as to give us avacancy rate has been played down indirectly in numerical terms so as to give us a

false signal to relieve us of worries?  The recruitment exercises conducted to fillfalse signal to relieve us of worries?  The recruitment exercises conducted to fillfalse signal to relieve us of worries?  The recruitment exercises conducted to fillfalse signal to relieve us of worries?  The recruitment exercises conducted to fill

the vacant posts of police constables have often fallen short of target.  This isthe vacant posts of police constables have often fallen short of target.  This isthe vacant posts of police constables have often fallen short of target.  This isthe vacant posts of police constables have often fallen short of target.  This is

the result of the play of market forces.  I hope the Government will make an unbiasedthe result of the play of market forces.  I hope the Government will make an unbiasedthe result of the play of market forces.  I hope the Government will make an unbiasedthe result of the play of market forces.  I hope the Government will make an unbiased

assessment of the labour market today.  Are the salaries and conditions of serviceassessment of the labour market today.  Are the salaries and conditions of serviceassessment of the labour market today.  Are the salaries and conditions of serviceassessment of the labour market today.  Are the salaries and conditions of service

offered to police officers attractive enough to make them stay in the force in theoffered to police officers attractive enough to make them stay in the force in theoffered to police officers attractive enough to make them stay in the force in theoffered to police officers attractive enough to make them stay in the force in the

long term having regard to the tight labour market?  Moreover, police morale willlong term having regard to the tight labour market?  Moreover, police morale willlong term having regard to the tight labour market?  Moreover, police morale willlong term having regard to the tight labour market?  Moreover, police morale will

also be adversely affected by the working environment such as the structure of thealso be adversely affected by the working environment such as the structure of thealso be adversely affected by the working environment such as the structure of thealso be adversely affected by the working environment such as the structure of the

establishment, work pressure and so on.  Moreover, do we need to review the systemestablishment, work pressure and so on.  Moreover, do we need to review the systemestablishment, work pressure and so on.  Moreover, do we need to review the systemestablishment, work pressure and so on.  Moreover, do we need to review the system

of work shifts?of work shifts?of work shifts?of work shifts?

I visited Yuen Long and Tuen Mun Police Stations not long ago.  In the courseI visited Yuen Long and Tuen Mun Police Stations not long ago.  In the courseI visited Yuen Long and Tuen Mun Police Stations not long ago.  In the courseI visited Yuen Long and Tuen Mun Police Stations not long ago.  In the course

of casual chats I found that some policemen, after coming off a shift, have to goof casual chats I found that some policemen, after coming off a shift, have to goof casual chats I found that some policemen, after coming off a shift, have to goof casual chats I found that some policemen, after coming off a shift, have to go

on another shift, with a rest period at home of less than one day in between.  Doeson another shift, with a rest period at home of less than one day in between.  Doeson another shift, with a rest period at home of less than one day in between.  Doeson another shift, with a rest period at home of less than one day in between.  Does

this type of mental pressure adversely affect their morale?  This is worth ponderingthis type of mental pressure adversely affect their morale?  This is worth ponderingthis type of mental pressure adversely affect their morale?  This is worth ponderingthis type of mental pressure adversely affect their morale?  This is worth pondering

over.over.over.over.

I will not dwell further on conditions of service, establishment or eqI will not dwell further on conditions of service, establishment or eqI will not dwell further on conditions of service, establishment or eqI will not dwell further on conditions of service, establishment or equipmentuipmentuipmentuipment

as they have already been mentioned by many people.  All these are internal factors,as they have already been mentioned by many people.  All these are internal factors,as they have already been mentioned by many people.  All these are internal factors,as they have already been mentioned by many people.  All these are internal factors,

but we also need to consider some external factors:but we also need to consider some external factors:but we also need to consider some external factors:but we also need to consider some external factors:

The first factor relates to the Judiciary.  To say whether a job is efficientlyThe first factor relates to the Judiciary.  To say whether a job is efficientlyThe first factor relates to the Judiciary.  To say whether a job is efficientlyThe first factor relates to the Judiciary.  To say whether a job is efficiently

done or whether it can maintain staff's morale, not only do we need to see how muchdone or whether it can maintain staff's morale, not only do we need to see how muchdone or whether it can maintain staff's morale, not only do we need to see how muchdone or whether it can maintain staff's morale, not only do we need to see how much

effort has been put into it, but we also need to see what the "result" is.  Aftereffort has been put into it, but we also need to see what the "result" is.  Aftereffort has been put into it, but we also need to see what the "result" is.  Aftereffort has been put into it, but we also need to see what the "result" is.  After

a criminal is arrested by the police, prosecution proceedings will be instituted.a criminal is arrested by the police, prosecution proceedings will be instituted.a criminal is arrested by the police, prosecution proceedings will be instituted.a criminal is arrested by the police, prosecution proceedings will be instituted.

If the police officers concerned feel that the sentence given by the court is tooIf the police officers concerned feel that the sentence given by the court is tooIf the police officers concerned feel that the sentence given by the court is tooIf the police officers concerned feel that the sentence given by the court is too

light, this, I believe, will be a blow to their morale.  I am of the view that iflight, this, I believe, will be a blow to their morale.  I am of the view that iflight, this, I believe, will be a blow to their morale.  I am of the view that iflight, this, I believe, will be a blow to their morale.  I am of the view that if

we treat criminals leniently, that means we are treating the public harshly.  I feelwe treat criminals leniently, that means we are treating the public harshly.  I feelwe treat criminals leniently, that means we are treating the public harshly.  I feelwe treat criminals leniently, that means we are treating the public harshly.  I feel

that the courts should pass heavy sentences on criminals at this time when the publicthat the courts should pass heavy sentences on criminals at this time when the publicthat the courts should pass heavy sentences on criminals at this time when the publicthat the courts should pass heavy sentences on criminals at this time when the public

is so concerned about the law and order situation.  Severe publishment is not meantis so concerned about the law and order situation.  Severe publishment is not meantis so concerned about the law and order situation.  Severe publishment is not meantis so concerned about the law and order situation.  Severe publishment is not meant

to be a form of retribution, but it will serve as a deterrent.to be a form of retribution, but it will serve as a deterrent.to be a form of retribution, but it will serve as a deterrent.to be a form of retribution, but it will serve as a deterrent.

The second factor relates to legislation, which is the duty of uThe second factor relates to legislation, which is the duty of uThe second factor relates to legislation, which is the duty of uThe second factor relates to legislation, which is the duty of us, Members ofs, Members ofs, Members ofs, Members of

the Legislative Council.  A while ago a number of Members referred to the offencethe Legislative Council.  A while ago a number of Members referred to the offencethe Legislative Council.  A while ago a number of Members referred to the offencethe Legislative Council.  A while ago a number of Members referred to the offence

of loitering and the Bill of Rights.  I think we must consider whether all theof loitering and the Bill of Rights.  I think we must consider whether all theof loitering and the Bill of Rights.  I think we must consider whether all theof loitering and the Bill of Rights.  I think we must consider whether all the

requirements can be balanced and, in the light of the need for crime prevention,requirements can be balanced and, in the light of the need for crime prevention,requirements can be balanced and, in the light of the need for crime prevention,requirements can be balanced and, in the light of the need for crime prevention,

whether it will result in the police force being rendered incapable of carrying outwhether it will result in the police force being rendered incapable of carrying outwhether it will result in the police force being rendered incapable of carrying outwhether it will result in the police force being rendered incapable of carrying out

its duties.its duties.its duties.its duties.



Mr Deputy President, recently a writer has published a fiction describing HongMr Deputy President, recently a writer has published a fiction describing HongMr Deputy President, recently a writer has published a fiction describing HongMr Deputy President, recently a writer has published a fiction describing Hong

Kong's social conditions as 1997 draws near.  The author describes a situation where,Kong's social conditions as 1997 draws near.  The author describes a situation where,Kong's social conditions as 1997 draws near.  The author describes a situation where,Kong's social conditions as 1997 draws near.  The author describes a situation where,

even before 1997 arrives, criminals and triads have gained control over Hong Kongeven before 1997 arrives, criminals and triads have gained control over Hong Kongeven before 1997 arrives, criminals and triads have gained control over Hong Kongeven before 1997 arrives, criminals and triads have gained control over Hong Kong

from a powerless and helpless government.  Though this is fiction according to thefrom a powerless and helpless government.  Though this is fiction according to thefrom a powerless and helpless government.  Though this is fiction according to thefrom a powerless and helpless government.  Though this is fiction according to the

flights of fancy of the author, I think as 1997 draws near, people indeed are havingflights of fancy of the author, I think as 1997 draws near, people indeed are havingflights of fancy of the author, I think as 1997 draws near, people indeed are havingflights of fancy of the author, I think as 1997 draws near, people indeed are having

some sort of a "1997 Deadline" mentality, which has led to psychological readinesssome sort of a "1997 Deadline" mentality, which has led to psychological readinesssome sort of a "1997 Deadline" mentality, which has led to psychological readinesssome sort of a "1997 Deadline" mentality, which has led to psychological readiness

on the part of some to commit crime or take risks.  I am of the opinion that Chinaon the part of some to commit crime or take risks.  I am of the opinion that Chinaon the part of some to commit crime or take risks.  I am of the opinion that Chinaon the part of some to commit crime or take risks.  I am of the opinion that China

should look squarely at this situation because at present the firearms used by theshould look squarely at this situation because at present the firearms used by theshould look squarely at this situation because at present the firearms used by theshould look squarely at this situation because at present the firearms used by the

criminals and the means of committing crime are related to the smuggling activities,criminals and the means of committing crime are related to the smuggling activities,criminals and the means of committing crime are related to the smuggling activities,criminals and the means of committing crime are related to the smuggling activities,

which some Members mentioned earlier on.  We often hear that the police have beenwhich some Members mentioned earlier on.  We often hear that the police have beenwhich some Members mentioned earlier on.  We often hear that the police have beenwhich some Members mentioned earlier on.  We often hear that the police have been

discussing the matter with the Chinese authorities.  I hope it will not be just emptydiscussing the matter with the Chinese authorities.  I hope it will not be just emptydiscussing the matter with the Chinese authorities.  I hope it will not be just emptydiscussing the matter with the Chinese authorities.  I hope it will not be just empty

talk.  I do not want to see a situation like "Though footsteps on the stairs are heard,talk.  I do not want to see a situation like "Though footsteps on the stairs are heard,talk.  I do not want to see a situation like "Though footsteps on the stairs are heard,talk.  I do not want to see a situation like "Though footsteps on the stairs are heard,

yet no one is coming down" or "Though it thunders, yet no rain is falling".  Chinayet no one is coming down" or "Though it thunders, yet no rain is falling".  Chinayet no one is coming down" or "Though it thunders, yet no rain is falling".  Chinayet no one is coming down" or "Though it thunders, yet no rain is falling".  China

has appointed scores of Hong Kong people as advisors during the transition period.has appointed scores of Hong Kong people as advisors during the transition period.has appointed scores of Hong Kong people as advisors during the transition period.has appointed scores of Hong Kong people as advisors during the transition period.

I hope they will reflect to China in a more direct manner the law and order problemI hope they will reflect to China in a more direct manner the law and order problemI hope they will reflect to China in a more direct manner the law and order problemI hope they will reflect to China in a more direct manner the law and order problem

which is a cause of worry to Hong Kong people and urge the Chinese authorities towhich is a cause of worry to Hong Kong people and urge the Chinese authorities towhich is a cause of worry to Hong Kong people and urge the Chinese authorities towhich is a cause of worry to Hong Kong people and urge the Chinese authorities to

take corresponding measures on their side of the border so as to help Hong Kong solvetake corresponding measures on their side of the border so as to help Hong Kong solvetake corresponding measures on their side of the border so as to help Hong Kong solvetake corresponding measures on their side of the border so as to help Hong Kong solve

the problem.the problem.the problem.the problem.

I support the motion.I support the motion.I support the motion.I support the motion.

MR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, many people are apt to say thatMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, many people are apt to say thatMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, many people are apt to say thatMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese):  Mr Deputy President, many people are apt to say that

civil disturbances or unrest will invariably arise upon a change of government.  Itcivil disturbances or unrest will invariably arise upon a change of government.  Itcivil disturbances or unrest will invariably arise upon a change of government.  Itcivil disturbances or unrest will invariably arise upon a change of government.  It

is true that Hong Kong is now faced with the prospect of a change of sovereignty inis true that Hong Kong is now faced with the prospect of a change of sovereignty inis true that Hong Kong is now faced with the prospect of a change of sovereignty inis true that Hong Kong is now faced with the prospect of a change of sovereignty in

1997, though the changeover is still in the distant future.  Yet the June 4 event1997, though the changeover is still in the distant future.  Yet the June 4 event1997, though the changeover is still in the distant future.  Yet the June 4 event1997, though the changeover is still in the distant future.  Yet the June 4 event

in 1989 was indeed a great shock to the Hong Kong community and since then many peoplein 1989 was indeed a great shock to the Hong Kong community and since then many peoplein 1989 was indeed a great shock to the Hong Kong community and since then many peoplein 1989 was indeed a great shock to the Hong Kong community and since then many people

have been living in great anxiety.  Many people, especially the rich ones, felt ashave been living in great anxiety.  Many people, especially the rich ones, felt ashave been living in great anxiety.  Many people, especially the rich ones, felt ashave been living in great anxiety.  Many people, especially the rich ones, felt as

if the end of the world had arrived and one after another they arranged to have theirif the end of the world had arrived and one after another they arranged to have theirif the end of the world had arrived and one after another they arranged to have theirif the end of the world had arrived and one after another they arranged to have their

money, business and family members moved out of Hong Kong.  Our Government has beenmoney, business and family members moved out of Hong Kong.  Our Government has beenmoney, business and family members moved out of Hong Kong.  Our Government has beenmoney, business and family members moved out of Hong Kong.  Our Government has been

looked upon as a sunset government; and given its style of administration in recentlooked upon as a sunset government; and given its style of administration in recentlooked upon as a sunset government; and given its style of administration in recentlooked upon as a sunset government; and given its style of administration in recent

years it is undeniably true, from an objective point of view, that the Governmentyears it is undeniably true, from an objective point of view, that the Governmentyears it is undeniably true, from an objective point of view, that the Governmentyears it is undeniably true, from an objective point of view, that the Government

is adrift without a drive to commit itself.  Take a look at some of the facts: theis adrift without a drive to commit itself.  Take a look at some of the facts: theis adrift without a drive to commit itself.  Take a look at some of the facts: theis adrift without a drive to commit itself.  Take a look at some of the facts: the

Government's veto on the establishment of a Central Provident Fund, the expandedGovernment's veto on the establishment of a Central Provident Fund, the expandedGovernment's veto on the establishment of a Central Provident Fund, the expandedGovernment's veto on the establishment of a Central Provident Fund, the expanded

scheme of labour importation, policies on Vietnamese boat people, the BCC incidentscheme of labour importation, policies on Vietnamese boat people, the BCC incidentscheme of labour importation, policies on Vietnamese boat people, the BCC incidentscheme of labour importation, policies on Vietnamese boat people, the BCC incident

and repeated increases in charges for public services in recent years, namely, rates,and repeated increases in charges for public services in recent years, namely, rates,and repeated increases in charges for public services in recent years, namely, rates,and repeated increases in charges for public services in recent years, namely, rates,

water tariffs and postal charges, to mention a few.  More to it, this year the Housingwater tariffs and postal charges, to mention a few.  More to it, this year the Housingwater tariffs and postal charges, to mention a few.  More to it, this year the Housingwater tariffs and postal charges, to mention a few.  More to it, this year the Housing



Department undertook a drastic increase in rentals of public housing while theDepartment undertook a drastic increase in rentals of public housing while theDepartment undertook a drastic increase in rentals of public housing while theDepartment undertook a drastic increase in rentals of public housing while the

Financial Secretary, despite the favourable condition of a substantial surplus,Financial Secretary, despite the favourable condition of a substantial surplus,Financial Secretary, despite the favourable condition of a substantial surplus,Financial Secretary, despite the favourable condition of a substantial surplus,

failed to initiate measures to relieve the burden of the lower and middle income groups;failed to initiate measures to relieve the burden of the lower and middle income groups;failed to initiate measures to relieve the burden of the lower and middle income groups;failed to initiate measures to relieve the burden of the lower and middle income groups;

instead he tried every possible means to cut expenditures of government departmentsinstead he tried every possible means to cut expenditures of government departmentsinstead he tried every possible means to cut expenditures of government departmentsinstead he tried every possible means to cut expenditures of government departments

where, in many cases, the services provided are tied closely to the livelihood ofwhere, in many cases, the services provided are tied closely to the livelihood ofwhere, in many cases, the services provided are tied closely to the livelihood ofwhere, in many cases, the services provided are tied closely to the livelihood of

the public, such as welfare services, education and the police force.  The above wellthe public, such as welfare services, education and the police force.  The above wellthe public, such as welfare services, education and the police force.  The above wellthe public, such as welfare services, education and the police force.  The above well

illustrates the lack of commitment on the part of the Hong Kong Government.  To theillustrates the lack of commitment on the part of the Hong Kong Government.  To theillustrates the lack of commitment on the part of the Hong Kong Government.  To theillustrates the lack of commitment on the part of the Hong Kong Government.  To the

vast majority of Hong Kong people who cannot afford migration and who inevitably willvast majority of Hong Kong people who cannot afford migration and who inevitably willvast majority of Hong Kong people who cannot afford migration and who inevitably willvast majority of Hong Kong people who cannot afford migration and who inevitably will

stay in the territory, it seems that the most they can do will be to voice an endlessstay in the territory, it seems that the most they can do will be to voice an endlessstay in the territory, it seems that the most they can do will be to voice an endlessstay in the territory, it seems that the most they can do will be to voice an endless

stream of distress and discontent.  Here I would like to urge the Government not tostream of distress and discontent.  Here I would like to urge the Government not tostream of distress and discontent.  Here I would like to urge the Government not tostream of distress and discontent.  Here I would like to urge the Government not to

regard 1997 as marking an end to the present administration but to make greaterregard 1997 as marking an end to the present administration but to make greaterregard 1997 as marking an end to the present administration but to make greaterregard 1997 as marking an end to the present administration but to make greater

commitment to the people of Hong Kong so that Hong Kong will be more stable and thecommitment to the people of Hong Kong so that Hong Kong will be more stable and thecommitment to the people of Hong Kong so that Hong Kong will be more stable and thecommitment to the people of Hong Kong so that Hong Kong will be more stable and the

people who are to stay will have greater confidence.people who are to stay will have greater confidence.people who are to stay will have greater confidence.people who are to stay will have greater confidence.

Mr Deputy President, the motion for debate today, which has been a subject ofMr Deputy President, the motion for debate today, which has been a subject ofMr Deputy President, the motion for debate today, which has been a subject ofMr Deputy President, the motion for debate today, which has been a subject of

great concern, is law and order in Hong Kong.  Members of Meeting Point, Mr Fred LI,great concern, is law and order in Hong Kong.  Members of Meeting Point, Mr Fred LI,great concern, is law and order in Hong Kong.  Members of Meeting Point, Mr Fred LI,great concern, is law and order in Hong Kong.  Members of Meeting Point, Mr Fred LI,

Mr TIK Chi-yuen and I, have been very worried that law and order would furtherMr TIK Chi-yuen and I, have been very worried that law and order would furtherMr TIK Chi-yuen and I, have been very worried that law and order would furtherMr TIK Chi-yuen and I, have been very worried that law and order would further

deteriorate.  So the Government should really work harder to re-establish a highlydeteriorate.  So the Government should really work harder to re-establish a highlydeteriorate.  So the Government should really work harder to re-establish a highlydeteriorate.  So the Government should really work harder to re-establish a highly

efficient police force which, with the confidence of the public in them, will dealefficient police force which, with the confidence of the public in them, will dealefficient police force which, with the confidence of the public in them, will dealefficient police force which, with the confidence of the public in them, will deal

a head-on blow to crime.  I am very grateful to many Members for their concerna head-on blow to crime.  I am very grateful to many Members for their concerna head-on blow to crime.  I am very grateful to many Members for their concerna head-on blow to crime.  I am very grateful to many Members for their concern

regarding the state of law and order in Tuen Mun and Yuen Long, which lie within myregarding the state of law and order in Tuen Mun and Yuen Long, which lie within myregarding the state of law and order in Tuen Mun and Yuen Long, which lie within myregarding the state of law and order in Tuen Mun and Yuen Long, which lie within my

constituency of New Territories West; they have been worrying about the shortage ofconstituency of New Territories West; they have been worrying about the shortage ofconstituency of New Territories West; they have been worrying about the shortage ofconstituency of New Territories West; they have been worrying about the shortage of

police manpower, the upsurge in crime and the youth problem in the districts.  I wouldpolice manpower, the upsurge in crime and the youth problem in the districts.  I wouldpolice manpower, the upsurge in crime and the youth problem in the districts.  I wouldpolice manpower, the upsurge in crime and the youth problem in the districts.  I would

not dwell any more on this subject for the time being but would like to urge thenot dwell any more on this subject for the time being but would like to urge thenot dwell any more on this subject for the time being but would like to urge thenot dwell any more on this subject for the time being but would like to urge the

Government to pay more attention to it.Government to pay more attention to it.Government to pay more attention to it.Government to pay more attention to it.

I will instead dwell briefly on the following areas which include the morale andI will instead dwell briefly on the following areas which include the morale andI will instead dwell briefly on the following areas which include the morale andI will instead dwell briefly on the following areas which include the morale and

equipment of the police force, Sino-Hong Kong co-operation in combatting crime, theequipment of the police force, Sino-Hong Kong co-operation in combatting crime, theequipment of the police force, Sino-Hong Kong co-operation in combatting crime, theequipment of the police force, Sino-Hong Kong co-operation in combatting crime, the

image of the police force and the public's co-operation.image of the police force and the public's co-operation.image of the police force and the public's co-operation.image of the police force and the public's co-operation.

Regarding the morale of the police, many Members have mentioned the presentRegarding the morale of the police, many Members have mentioned the presentRegarding the morale of the police, many Members have mentioned the presentRegarding the morale of the police, many Members have mentioned the present

manpower shortage which has resulted in the police officers feeling mentally stressedmanpower shortage which has resulted in the police officers feeling mentally stressedmanpower shortage which has resulted in the police officers feeling mentally stressedmanpower shortage which has resulted in the police officers feeling mentally stressed

because of heavy workload.  This is particularly so given the  inharmoniousbecause of heavy workload.  This is particularly so given the  inharmoniousbecause of heavy workload.  This is particularly so given the  inharmoniousbecause of heavy workload.  This is particularly so given the  inharmonious

relations in recent days between the senior and junior officers and the uncaringrelations in recent days between the senior and junior officers and the uncaringrelations in recent days between the senior and junior officers and the uncaringrelations in recent days between the senior and junior officers and the uncaring

attitude of the senior management within the force.  In my view communication betweenattitude of the senior management within the force.  In my view communication betweenattitude of the senior management within the force.  In my view communication betweenattitude of the senior management within the force.  In my view communication between

the senior and junior officers should be enhanced so as to allay the public's concernthe senior and junior officers should be enhanced so as to allay the public's concernthe senior and junior officers should be enhanced so as to allay the public's concernthe senior and junior officers should be enhanced so as to allay the public's concern

about the police force.  I would like to point out here one of the reasons for theabout the police force.  I would like to point out here one of the reasons for theabout the police force.  I would like to point out here one of the reasons for theabout the police force.  I would like to point out here one of the reasons for the

low morale of the police.  I have come across many policemen in Tuen Mun and Yuenlow morale of the police.  I have come across many policemen in Tuen Mun and Yuenlow morale of the police.  I have come across many policemen in Tuen Mun and Yuenlow morale of the police.  I have come across many policemen in Tuen Mun and Yuen



Long and most of them were angry and upset with their deployment to the VietnameseLong and most of them were angry and upset with their deployment to the VietnameseLong and most of them were angry and upset with their deployment to the VietnameseLong and most of them were angry and upset with their deployment to the Vietnamese

boat people detention centres.  They believe that the responsibility of a policemanboat people detention centres.  They believe that the responsibility of a policemanboat people detention centres.  They believe that the responsibility of a policemanboat people detention centres.  They believe that the responsibility of a policeman

should be to maintain law and order so as to protect the life and property of theshould be to maintain law and order so as to protect the life and property of theshould be to maintain law and order so as to protect the life and property of theshould be to maintain law and order so as to protect the life and property of the

residents.  But now substantial manpower from the police force has been engaged inresidents.  But now substantial manpower from the police force has been engaged inresidents.  But now substantial manpower from the police force has been engaged inresidents.  But now substantial manpower from the police force has been engaged in

manning boat people centres and in repatriation.  This has as a matter of factmanning boat people centres and in repatriation.  This has as a matter of factmanning boat people centres and in repatriation.  This has as a matter of factmanning boat people centres and in repatriation.  This has as a matter of fact

undermined the morale of the police.  I hope that arrangements will be made as soonundermined the morale of the police.  I hope that arrangements will be made as soonundermined the morale of the police.  I hope that arrangements will be made as soonundermined the morale of the police.  I hope that arrangements will be made as soon

as possible so that officers from other departments, for instance, the Correctionalas possible so that officers from other departments, for instance, the Correctionalas possible so that officers from other departments, for instance, the Correctionalas possible so that officers from other departments, for instance, the Correctional

Services Department, will take over the duties in the boat people centres so thatServices Department, will take over the duties in the boat people centres so thatServices Department, will take over the duties in the boat people centres so thatServices Department, will take over the duties in the boat people centres so that

more policemen can be redeployed to street patrols.more policemen can be redeployed to street patrols.more policemen can be redeployed to street patrols.more policemen can be redeployed to street patrols.

Next I would like to turn to the question of equipment.  WNext I would like to turn to the question of equipment.  WNext I would like to turn to the question of equipment.  WNext I would like to turn to the question of equipment.  We are not in a battlee are not in a battlee are not in a battlee are not in a battle

field; so there is no need to upgrade the firepower and equipment for fear that anyfield; so there is no need to upgrade the firepower and equipment for fear that anyfield; so there is no need to upgrade the firepower and equipment for fear that anyfield; so there is no need to upgrade the firepower and equipment for fear that any

upgrading may put at risk the lives of our innocent residents.  But Meeting Pointupgrading may put at risk the lives of our innocent residents.  But Meeting Pointupgrading may put at risk the lives of our innocent residents.  But Meeting Pointupgrading may put at risk the lives of our innocent residents.  But Meeting Point

would suggest that urgent actions should be taken to protect the safety of the policewould suggest that urgent actions should be taken to protect the safety of the policewould suggest that urgent actions should be taken to protect the safety of the policewould suggest that urgent actions should be taken to protect the safety of the police

officers, for example, to provide better bullet-proof vests and to avoid putting loneofficers, for example, to provide better bullet-proof vests and to avoid putting loneofficers, for example, to provide better bullet-proof vests and to avoid putting loneofficers, for example, to provide better bullet-proof vests and to avoid putting lone

officers on the beat.  We see that police officers have in the past risked their livesofficers on the beat.  We see that police officers have in the past risked their livesofficers on the beat.  We see that police officers have in the past risked their livesofficers on the beat.  We see that police officers have in the past risked their lives

for the sake of maintaining law and order, and we believe that they will continuefor the sake of maintaining law and order, and we believe that they will continuefor the sake of maintaining law and order, and we believe that they will continuefor the sake of maintaining law and order, and we believe that they will continue

to do so in the future.  So something must be done to ensure the safety of theseto do so in the future.  So something must be done to ensure the safety of theseto do so in the future.  So something must be done to ensure the safety of theseto do so in the future.  So something must be done to ensure the safety of these

officers while they are discharging their duties.officers while they are discharging their duties.officers while they are discharging their duties.officers while they are discharging their duties.

On the question of Sino-Hong Kong co-operation, I would say that one of the mostOn the question of Sino-Hong Kong co-operation, I would say that one of the mostOn the question of Sino-Hong Kong co-operation, I would say that one of the mostOn the question of Sino-Hong Kong co-operation, I would say that one of the most

important tasks is to identify ways to stop the flow of illegal firearms into theimportant tasks is to identify ways to stop the flow of illegal firearms into theimportant tasks is to identify ways to stop the flow of illegal firearms into theimportant tasks is to identify ways to stop the flow of illegal firearms into the

territory.  It is understood that nowadays many violent crimes are committed byterritory.  It is understood that nowadays many violent crimes are committed byterritory.  It is understood that nowadays many violent crimes are committed byterritory.  It is understood that nowadays many violent crimes are committed by

illegal immigrants armed with smuggled firearms.  They are employed by local crimeillegal immigrants armed with smuggled firearms.  They are employed by local crimeillegal immigrants armed with smuggled firearms.  They are employed by local crimeillegal immigrants armed with smuggled firearms.  They are employed by local crime

syndicates where arrangements have been made for their return to the Mainland uponsyndicates where arrangements have been made for their return to the Mainland uponsyndicates where arrangements have been made for their return to the Mainland uponsyndicates where arrangements have been made for their return to the Mainland upon

completion of the crime, which explains why our police force can hardly deal withcompletion of the crime, which explains why our police force can hardly deal withcompletion of the crime, which explains why our police force can hardly deal withcompletion of the crime, which explains why our police force can hardly deal with

this problem of violent crime.  In the light of this, greater co-operation betweenthis problem of violent crime.  In the light of this, greater co-operation betweenthis problem of violent crime.  In the light of this, greater co-operation betweenthis problem of violent crime.  In the light of this, greater co-operation between

Hong Kong and the Mainland would seem to be an effective way to smash these crimeHong Kong and the Mainland would seem to be an effective way to smash these crimeHong Kong and the Mainland would seem to be an effective way to smash these crimeHong Kong and the Mainland would seem to be an effective way to smash these crime

syndicates.  Here Meeting Point would suggest that special attention should be givensyndicates.  Here Meeting Point would suggest that special attention should be givensyndicates.  Here Meeting Point would suggest that special attention should be givensyndicates.  Here Meeting Point would suggest that special attention should be given

to the above matter by the Cross-border Liaison Group and, if necessary, a Specialto the above matter by the Cross-border Liaison Group and, if necessary, a Specialto the above matter by the Cross-border Liaison Group and, if necessary, a Specialto the above matter by the Cross-border Liaison Group and, if necessary, a Special

Border Security Task Force be established with the aim of stopping the influx ofBorder Security Task Force be established with the aim of stopping the influx ofBorder Security Task Force be established with the aim of stopping the influx ofBorder Security Task Force be established with the aim of stopping the influx of

illegal firearms and hence improving law and order in the territory.illegal firearms and hence improving law and order in the territory.illegal firearms and hence improving law and order in the territory.illegal firearms and hence improving law and order in the territory.

Turning to the image of the police force, it is not uncommon to hear people sayTurning to the image of the police force, it is not uncommon to hear people sayTurning to the image of the police force, it is not uncommon to hear people sayTurning to the image of the police force, it is not uncommon to hear people say

that police powers are excessive or that there is likely to be an abuse of power.that police powers are excessive or that there is likely to be an abuse of power.that police powers are excessive or that there is likely to be an abuse of power.that police powers are excessive or that there is likely to be an abuse of power.

I do not believe that this is generally the case.   But there will inevitably be blackI do not believe that this is generally the case.   But there will inevitably be blackI do not believe that this is generally the case.   But there will inevitably be blackI do not believe that this is generally the case.   But there will inevitably be black

sheep in a family as large as the police force; so in no way should we allow a handfulsheep in a family as large as the police force; so in no way should we allow a handfulsheep in a family as large as the police force; so in no way should we allow a handfulsheep in a family as large as the police force; so in no way should we allow a handful

of bad elements to damage the reputation of the entire force.  Unfortunately we haveof bad elements to damage the reputation of the entire force.  Unfortunately we haveof bad elements to damage the reputation of the entire force.  Unfortunately we haveof bad elements to damage the reputation of the entire force.  Unfortunately we have



often received complaints regarding abuse of power by the police at Members' officesoften received complaints regarding abuse of power by the police at Members' officesoften received complaints regarding abuse of power by the police at Members' officesoften received complaints regarding abuse of power by the police at Members' offices

in various districts.  In most cases when we suggest referring these complaints toin various districts.  In most cases when we suggest referring these complaints toin various districts.  In most cases when we suggest referring these complaints toin various districts.  In most cases when we suggest referring these complaints to

the Complaints Against Police Office the complainants will very often express doubtthe Complaints Against Police Office the complainants will very often express doubtthe Complaints Against Police Office the complainants will very often express doubtthe Complaints Against Police Office the complainants will very often express doubt

as to the effectiveness of complaining to the police against one of its own membersas to the effectiveness of complaining to the police against one of its own membersas to the effectiveness of complaining to the police against one of its own membersas to the effectiveness of complaining to the police against one of its own members

as, so the complainants believe, bureaucrats tend to close ranks whenever criticismsas, so the complainants believe, bureaucrats tend to close ranks whenever criticismsas, so the complainants believe, bureaucrats tend to close ranks whenever criticismsas, so the complainants believe, bureaucrats tend to close ranks whenever criticisms

against them arise.  Why should there be such a reaction?  I believe the authoritiesagainst them arise.  Why should there be such a reaction?  I believe the authoritiesagainst them arise.  Why should there be such a reaction?  I believe the authoritiesagainst them arise.  Why should there be such a reaction?  I believe the authorities

concerned should give more thought to it.  Or should we consider setting up anconcerned should give more thought to it.  Or should we consider setting up anconcerned should give more thought to it.  Or should we consider setting up anconcerned should give more thought to it.  Or should we consider setting up an

independent commission to handle these complaints so as to win greater confidenceindependent commission to handle these complaints so as to win greater confidenceindependent commission to handle these complaints so as to win greater confidenceindependent commission to handle these complaints so as to win greater confidence

of the public?  More to the point, it is a known fact that there are undercover triadof the public?  More to the point, it is a known fact that there are undercover triadof the public?  More to the point, it is a known fact that there are undercover triadof the public?  More to the point, it is a known fact that there are undercover triad

agents within the police force.  Only when these triad elements are identified andagents within the police force.  Only when these triad elements are identified andagents within the police force.  Only when these triad elements are identified andagents within the police force.  Only when these triad elements are identified and

brought to court will the image of the police, and consequently the public'sbrought to court will the image of the police, and consequently the public'sbrought to court will the image of the police, and consequently the public'sbrought to court will the image of the police, and consequently the public's

confidence in the force, be improved and full co-operation between the police andconfidence in the force, be improved and full co-operation between the police andconfidence in the force, be improved and full co-operation between the police andconfidence in the force, be improved and full co-operation between the police and

the public be possible.  Given the continued effort in simplifying reportingthe public be possible.  Given the continued effort in simplifying reportingthe public be possible.  Given the continued effort in simplifying reportingthe public be possible.  Given the continued effort in simplifying reporting

procedure and in ensuring the safety of the witnesses, the public will be most willingprocedure and in ensuring the safety of the witnesses, the public will be most willingprocedure and in ensuring the safety of the witnesses, the public will be most willingprocedure and in ensuring the safety of the witnesses, the public will be most willing

to provide information to help track down criminals.  With the police and the publicto provide information to help track down criminals.  With the police and the publicto provide information to help track down criminals.  With the police and the publicto provide information to help track down criminals.  With the police and the public

standing by each other, I believe their joint effort will certainly succeed instanding by each other, I believe their joint effort will certainly succeed instanding by each other, I believe their joint effort will certainly succeed instanding by each other, I believe their joint effort will certainly succeed in

combatting crime.combatting crime.combatting crime.combatting crime.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion.

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully to the pointsSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully to the pointsSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully to the pointsSECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I have listened carefully to the points

made by Members this afternoon.  I am grateful for the support they have expressedmade by Members this afternoon.  I am grateful for the support they have expressedmade by Members this afternoon.  I am grateful for the support they have expressedmade by Members this afternoon.  I am grateful for the support they have expressed

for the police force, and for the suggestions they have made for tackling crime infor the police force, and for the suggestions they have made for tackling crime infor the police force, and for the suggestions they have made for tackling crime infor the police force, and for the suggestions they have made for tackling crime in

Hong Kong.Hong Kong.Hong Kong.Hong Kong.

The Government recognizes and shares the concerns which have been expressed aboutThe Government recognizes and shares the concerns which have been expressed aboutThe Government recognizes and shares the concerns which have been expressed aboutThe Government recognizes and shares the concerns which have been expressed about

recent trends in crime in Hong Kong.  Although the overall crime rate is almostrecent trends in crime in Hong Kong.  Although the overall crime rate is almostrecent trends in crime in Hong Kong.  Although the overall crime rate is almostrecent trends in crime in Hong Kong.  Although the overall crime rate is almost

exactly the same as it was 10 years ago, and less than in several years in the earlyexactly the same as it was 10 years ago, and less than in several years in the earlyexactly the same as it was 10 years ago, and less than in several years in the earlyexactly the same as it was 10 years ago, and less than in several years in the early

1980s, we have seen a change in the pattern of crime.  Violent crime increased by1980s, we have seen a change in the pattern of crime.  Violent crime increased by1980s, we have seen a change in the pattern of crime.  Violent crime increased by1980s, we have seen a change in the pattern of crime.  Violent crime increased by

3.9% last year; this increase was due largely to a rise in robberies, in particular3.9% last year; this increase was due largely to a rise in robberies, in particular3.9% last year; this increase was due largely to a rise in robberies, in particular3.9% last year; this increase was due largely to a rise in robberies, in particular

robberies with firearms or imitation firearms.  Vehicle thefts remain at a high levelrobberies with firearms or imitation firearms.  Vehicle thefts remain at a high levelrobberies with firearms or imitation firearms.  Vehicle thefts remain at a high levelrobberies with firearms or imitation firearms.  Vehicle thefts remain at a high level

and smuggling, which decreased significantly for several months after the new lawsand smuggling, which decreased significantly for several months after the new lawsand smuggling, which decreased significantly for several months after the new lawsand smuggling, which decreased significantly for several months after the new laws

were enacted last April, has again been high for the past six months.  There is alsowere enacted last April, has again been high for the past six months.  There is alsowere enacted last April, has again been high for the past six months.  There is alsowere enacted last April, has again been high for the past six months.  There is also

worry about triad activities and the increasingly high profile they take.worry about triad activities and the increasingly high profile they take.worry about triad activities and the increasingly high profile they take.worry about triad activities and the increasingly high profile they take.

At the same time, there have been successes, and we should not lose sight of these.At the same time, there have been successes, and we should not lose sight of these.At the same time, there have been successes, and we should not lose sight of these.At the same time, there have been successes, and we should not lose sight of these.

In 1991 we saw significant decreases in the offences of wounding and serious assaults,In 1991 we saw significant decreases in the offences of wounding and serious assaults,In 1991 we saw significant decreases in the offences of wounding and serious assaults,In 1991 we saw significant decreases in the offences of wounding and serious assaults,

and in certain categories of crimes against property.  Triad related crimes decreasedand in certain categories of crimes against property.  Triad related crimes decreasedand in certain categories of crimes against property.  Triad related crimes decreasedand in certain categories of crimes against property.  Triad related crimes decreased



by 4%.by 4%.by 4%.by 4%.

Members have referred to the need to improve the efficiency of the police force.Members have referred to the need to improve the efficiency of the police force.Members have referred to the need to improve the efficiency of the police force.Members have referred to the need to improve the efficiency of the police force.

Like any large organization, the police force benefits from a regular review of itsLike any large organization, the police force benefits from a regular review of itsLike any large organization, the police force benefits from a regular review of itsLike any large organization, the police force benefits from a regular review of its

operations to ensure that its resources are put to the most effective use; and theseoperations to ensure that its resources are put to the most effective use; and theseoperations to ensure that its resources are put to the most effective use; and theseoperations to ensure that its resources are put to the most effective use; and these

reviews do take place regularly.  They are particularly important in the presentreviews do take place regularly.  They are particularly important in the presentreviews do take place regularly.  They are particularly important in the presentreviews do take place regularly.  They are particularly important in the present

tight labour market when all employers are faced with increasing labour costs andtight labour market when all employers are faced with increasing labour costs andtight labour market when all employers are faced with increasing labour costs andtight labour market when all employers are faced with increasing labour costs and

difficulties in recruitment.  The police force management has continued to make everydifficulties in recruitment.  The police force management has continued to make everydifficulties in recruitment.  The police force management has continued to make everydifficulties in recruitment.  The police force management has continued to make every

effort to counter the effect of manpower shortages and has achieved some success.effort to counter the effect of manpower shortages and has achieved some success.effort to counter the effect of manpower shortages and has achieved some success.effort to counter the effect of manpower shortages and has achieved some success.

There are now some 250 more police officers on the street every day than there wereThere are now some 250 more police officers on the street every day than there wereThere are now some 250 more police officers on the street every day than there wereThere are now some 250 more police officers on the street every day than there were

a year ago.a year ago.a year ago.a year ago.

Many Members have mentioned police equipment.  By any standards our police forceMany Members have mentioned police equipment.  By any standards our police forceMany Members have mentioned police equipment.  By any standards our police forceMany Members have mentioned police equipment.  By any standards our police force

is very well equipped and we are committed to ensuring that it remains so.  Equipmentis very well equipped and we are committed to ensuring that it remains so.  Equipmentis very well equipped and we are committed to ensuring that it remains so.  Equipmentis very well equipped and we are committed to ensuring that it remains so.  Equipment

is regularly reviewed and upgraded.  It is not and has not been the case that theis regularly reviewed and upgraded.  It is not and has not been the case that theis regularly reviewed and upgraded.  It is not and has not been the case that theis regularly reviewed and upgraded.  It is not and has not been the case that the

police have been denied the equipment they need to do their job because of financialpolice have been denied the equipment they need to do their job because of financialpolice have been denied the equipment they need to do their job because of financialpolice have been denied the equipment they need to do their job because of financial

constraints.  We rely on the police to advise us on any upgrading of weapons orconstraints.  We rely on the police to advise us on any upgrading of weapons orconstraints.  We rely on the police to advise us on any upgrading of weapons orconstraints.  We rely on the police to advise us on any upgrading of weapons or

equipment they require.  If they have any additional requirements, we will give themequipment they require.  If they have any additional requirements, we will give themequipment they require.  If they have any additional requirements, we will give themequipment they require.  If they have any additional requirements, we will give them

our support.our support.our support.our support.

There has indeed, in recent years, been considerable investment in new equipmentThere has indeed, in recent years, been considerable investment in new equipmentThere has indeed, in recent years, been considerable investment in new equipmentThere has indeed, in recent years, been considerable investment in new equipment

and modern technology for the police which has helped to achieve increased efficiencyand modern technology for the police which has helped to achieve increased efficiencyand modern technology for the police which has helped to achieve increased efficiencyand modern technology for the police which has helped to achieve increased efficiency

and savings in manpower.  To mention a few examples, the Computer Assistedand savings in manpower.  To mention a few examples, the Computer Assistedand savings in manpower.  To mention a few examples, the Computer Assistedand savings in manpower.  To mention a few examples, the Computer Assisted

Fingerprint Identification System has helped to resolve a number of serious crimesFingerprint Identification System has helped to resolve a number of serious crimesFingerprint Identification System has helped to resolve a number of serious crimesFingerprint Identification System has helped to resolve a number of serious crimes

which the manual system could not resolve.  Deployment of police officers has becomewhich the manual system could not resolve.  Deployment of police officers has becomewhich the manual system could not resolve.  Deployment of police officers has becomewhich the manual system could not resolve.  Deployment of police officers has become

more flexible and effective as a result of the Command and Control Computer System.more flexible and effective as a result of the Command and Control Computer System.more flexible and effective as a result of the Command and Control Computer System.more flexible and effective as a result of the Command and Control Computer System.

The Criminal Intelligence Computer System introduced in 1989 is being expanded toThe Criminal Intelligence Computer System introduced in 1989 is being expanded toThe Criminal Intelligence Computer System introduced in 1989 is being expanded toThe Criminal Intelligence Computer System introduced in 1989 is being expanded to

include the Narcotics Bureau and the Commercial Crime Bureau, and so to improveinclude the Narcotics Bureau and the Commercial Crime Bureau, and so to improveinclude the Narcotics Bureau and the Commercial Crime Bureau, and so to improveinclude the Narcotics Bureau and the Commercial Crime Bureau, and so to improve

investigation work.  The 1992-93 Budget makes provisions for further upgrading ofinvestigation work.  The 1992-93 Budget makes provisions for further upgrading ofinvestigation work.  The 1992-93 Budget makes provisions for further upgrading ofinvestigation work.  The 1992-93 Budget makes provisions for further upgrading of

police communications equipment and the installation of thermal images for anti-police communications equipment and the installation of thermal images for anti-police communications equipment and the installation of thermal images for anti-police communications equipment and the installation of thermal images for anti-

illegal immigrant operations on the border.  1992-93 will also see the delivery ofillegal immigrant operations on the border.  1992-93 will also see the delivery ofillegal immigrant operations on the border.  1992-93 will also see the delivery ofillegal immigrant operations on the border.  1992-93 will also see the delivery of

21 new launches for the marine police. These will help to curb criminal activities21 new launches for the marine police. These will help to curb criminal activities21 new launches for the marine police. These will help to curb criminal activities21 new launches for the marine police. These will help to curb criminal activities

at sea.at sea.at sea.at sea.

I will not dispute that the police are suffering from a manpower shortage.  RecentI will not dispute that the police are suffering from a manpower shortage.  RecentI will not dispute that the police are suffering from a manpower shortage.  RecentI will not dispute that the police are suffering from a manpower shortage.  Recent

experience, however, gives some cause for cautious optimism that police recruitmentexperience, however, gives some cause for cautious optimism that police recruitmentexperience, however, gives some cause for cautious optimism that police recruitmentexperience, however, gives some cause for cautious optimism that police recruitment

and retention of manpower is improving. In the past six months, recruitment at juniorand retention of manpower is improving. In the past six months, recruitment at juniorand retention of manpower is improving. In the past six months, recruitment at juniorand retention of manpower is improving. In the past six months, recruitment at junior

police officer level has picked up.  At the same time, wastage has declined. The netpolice officer level has picked up.  At the same time, wastage has declined. The netpolice officer level has picked up.  At the same time, wastage has declined. The netpolice officer level has picked up.  At the same time, wastage has declined. The net

result has been a slow increase in police strength.  We must ensure that this trendresult has been a slow increase in police strength.  We must ensure that this trendresult has been a slow increase in police strength.  We must ensure that this trendresult has been a slow increase in police strength.  We must ensure that this trend



continues. Finance is not a constraint.  As the Financial Secretary said during hiscontinues. Finance is not a constraint.  As the Financial Secretary said during hiscontinues. Finance is not a constraint.  As the Financial Secretary said during hiscontinues. Finance is not a constraint.  As the Financial Secretary said during his

Budget speech, there is ample provision in next year's estimates to enable the policeBudget speech, there is ample provision in next year's estimates to enable the policeBudget speech, there is ample provision in next year's estimates to enable the policeBudget speech, there is ample provision in next year's estimates to enable the police

to recruit up to the capacity of the Police Training School to train additional juniorto recruit up to the capacity of the Police Training School to train additional juniorto recruit up to the capacity of the Police Training School to train additional juniorto recruit up to the capacity of the Police Training School to train additional junior

police officers.police officers.police officers.police officers.

The Government is committed to ensuring that policeThe Government is committed to ensuring that policeThe Government is committed to ensuring that policeThe Government is committed to ensuring that police pay and conditions of service pay and conditions of service pay and conditions of service pay and conditions of service

properly reflect their duties and responsibilities in a competitive labour market.properly reflect their duties and responsibilities in a competitive labour market.properly reflect their duties and responsibilities in a competitive labour market.properly reflect their duties and responsibilities in a competitive labour market.

The pay rise for junior police officers in September 1990 was a recognition of theirThe pay rise for junior police officers in September 1990 was a recognition of theirThe pay rise for junior police officers in September 1990 was a recognition of theirThe pay rise for junior police officers in September 1990 was a recognition of their

special role in maintaining law and order.  We have also sought to improve retentionspecial role in maintaining law and order.  We have also sought to improve retentionspecial role in maintaining law and order.  We have also sought to improve retentionspecial role in maintaining law and order.  We have also sought to improve retention

by improving the provision of accommodation for junior police officers.  At presentby improving the provision of accommodation for junior police officers.  At presentby improving the provision of accommodation for junior police officers.  At presentby improving the provision of accommodation for junior police officers.  At present

85% of eligible junior police officers are accommodated in staff quarters.  By85% of eligible junior police officers are accommodated in staff quarters.  By85% of eligible junior police officers are accommodated in staff quarters.  By85% of eligible junior police officers are accommodated in staff quarters.  By

1994-95 the percentage should reach 95%.  We will keep pay and conditions of service1994-95 the percentage should reach 95%.  We will keep pay and conditions of service1994-95 the percentage should reach 95%.  We will keep pay and conditions of service1994-95 the percentage should reach 95%.  We will keep pay and conditions of service

for police officers under regular review to ensure they are adequate in attractingfor police officers under regular review to ensure they are adequate in attractingfor police officers under regular review to ensure they are adequate in attractingfor police officers under regular review to ensure they are adequate in attracting

and retaining staff.  If it becomes clear that the pay for junior police officersand retaining staff.  If it becomes clear that the pay for junior police officersand retaining staff.  If it becomes clear that the pay for junior police officersand retaining staff.  If it becomes clear that the pay for junior police officers

is not attracting sufficient recruits, then clearly we must examine and review theiris not attracting sufficient recruits, then clearly we must examine and review theiris not attracting sufficient recruits, then clearly we must examine and review theiris not attracting sufficient recruits, then clearly we must examine and review their

pay.pay.pay.pay.

Several Members have referred to police "morale".  I have always thought thatSeveral Members have referred to police "morale".  I have always thought thatSeveral Members have referred to police "morale".  I have always thought thatSeveral Members have referred to police "morale".  I have always thought that

this was the wrong use of the word "morale" which suggests that the police arethis was the wrong use of the word "morale" which suggests that the police arethis was the wrong use of the word "morale" which suggests that the police arethis was the wrong use of the word "morale" which suggests that the police are

performing their duties reluctantly and inefficiently. That is emphatically not theperforming their duties reluctantly and inefficiently. That is emphatically not theperforming their duties reluctantly and inefficiently. That is emphatically not theperforming their duties reluctantly and inefficiently. That is emphatically not the

case.  The police continue to carry out their duties and responsibilities withcase.  The police continue to carry out their duties and responsibilities withcase.  The police continue to carry out their duties and responsibilities withcase.  The police continue to carry out their duties and responsibilities with

dedication, determination and courage. That is the true measure of morale and wededication, determination and courage. That is the true measure of morale and wededication, determination and courage. That is the true measure of morale and wededication, determination and courage. That is the true measure of morale and we

should recognize the hard work and achievements of the police, not diminish them.should recognize the hard work and achievements of the police, not diminish them.should recognize the hard work and achievements of the police, not diminish them.should recognize the hard work and achievements of the police, not diminish them.

The police, understandably, have their concerns in the face of an increase in violentThe police, understandably, have their concerns in the face of an increase in violentThe police, understandably, have their concerns in the face of an increase in violentThe police, understandably, have their concerns in the face of an increase in violent

crime and the use of firearms, and we must seek to address their concerns.crime and the use of firearms, and we must seek to address their concerns.crime and the use of firearms, and we must seek to address their concerns.crime and the use of firearms, and we must seek to address their concerns.

There are a number of measures which we can and should take, and are taking, toThere are a number of measures which we can and should take, and are taking, toThere are a number of measures which we can and should take, and are taking, toThere are a number of measures which we can and should take, and are taking, to

improve the ability of the police to tackle crime.  First, we must seek to obtainimprove the ability of the police to tackle crime.  First, we must seek to obtainimprove the ability of the police to tackle crime.  First, we must seek to obtainimprove the ability of the police to tackle crime.  First, we must seek to obtain

better public support in the fight against crime, and also to target more effectivelybetter public support in the fight against crime, and also to target more effectivelybetter public support in the fight against crime, and also to target more effectivelybetter public support in the fight against crime, and also to target more effectively

triads and other forms of organized crime. The police have recently altered thetriads and other forms of organized crime. The police have recently altered thetriads and other forms of organized crime. The police have recently altered thetriads and other forms of organized crime. The police have recently altered the

emphasis of their operations with precisely this aim.  The Criminal Intelligenceemphasis of their operations with precisely this aim.  The Criminal Intelligenceemphasis of their operations with precisely this aim.  The Criminal Intelligenceemphasis of their operations with precisely this aim.  The Criminal Intelligence

Bureau and the Organized Crime and Triad Bureau now work more closely in combatingBureau and the Organized Crime and Triad Bureau now work more closely in combatingBureau and the Organized Crime and Triad Bureau now work more closely in combatingBureau and the Organized Crime and Triad Bureau now work more closely in combating

triads.  The police place greater emphasis on the targeting of specific triadtriads.  The police place greater emphasis on the targeting of specific triadtriads.  The police place greater emphasis on the targeting of specific triadtriads.  The police place greater emphasis on the targeting of specific triad

activities. There is greater central control at a senior level on the targeting ofactivities. There is greater central control at a senior level on the targeting ofactivities. There is greater central control at a senior level on the targeting ofactivities. There is greater central control at a senior level on the targeting of

activities and personalities, the deployment of resources and monitoring of organizedactivities and personalities, the deployment of resources and monitoring of organizedactivities and personalities, the deployment of resources and monitoring of organizedactivities and personalities, the deployment of resources and monitoring of organized

crime.  Regional anti-triad teams have been established. These initiatives have ledcrime.  Regional anti-triad teams have been established. These initiatives have ledcrime.  Regional anti-triad teams have been established. These initiatives have ledcrime.  Regional anti-triad teams have been established. These initiatives have led

to arrests and disruption of triad activities in a number of areas.to arrests and disruption of triad activities in a number of areas.to arrests and disruption of triad activities in a number of areas.to arrests and disruption of triad activities in a number of areas.



We also recognize the need for more effective legislation against organized crime.We also recognize the need for more effective legislation against organized crime.We also recognize the need for more effective legislation against organized crime.We also recognize the need for more effective legislation against organized crime.

The Organized Crime Bill is now being revised to take account of public commentsThe Organized Crime Bill is now being revised to take account of public commentsThe Organized Crime Bill is now being revised to take account of public commentsThe Organized Crime Bill is now being revised to take account of public comments

expressed during the three month public consultation period and the debate in thisexpressed during the three month public consultation period and the debate in thisexpressed during the three month public consultation period and the debate in thisexpressed during the three month public consultation period and the debate in this

Council last December.  It is important that the Bill, when enacted, should beCouncil last December.  It is important that the Bill, when enacted, should beCouncil last December.  It is important that the Bill, when enacted, should beCouncil last December.  It is important that the Bill, when enacted, should be

effective in tackling organized crime and consistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance.effective in tackling organized crime and consistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance.effective in tackling organized crime and consistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance.effective in tackling organized crime and consistent with the Bill of Rights Ordinance.

This is not an easy balance to strike but we are working very hard at it.  I hopeThis is not an easy balance to strike but we are working very hard at it.  I hopeThis is not an easy balance to strike but we are working very hard at it.  I hopeThis is not an easy balance to strike but we are working very hard at it.  I hope

to introduce a Blue Bill into this Council later this year.to introduce a Blue Bill into this Council later this year.to introduce a Blue Bill into this Council later this year.to introduce a Blue Bill into this Council later this year.

The fight against crime will not be successful without the support of the public.The fight against crime will not be successful without the support of the public.The fight against crime will not be successful without the support of the public.The fight against crime will not be successful without the support of the public.

There are a number of measures which have already been taken or are under considerationThere are a number of measures which have already been taken or are under considerationThere are a number of measures which have already been taken or are under considerationThere are a number of measures which have already been taken or are under consideration

to encourage the public to assist in combating crime.to encourage the public to assist in combating crime.to encourage the public to assist in combating crime.to encourage the public to assist in combating crime.

First, the police have recently reviewed and are in the process of streamliningFirst, the police have recently reviewed and are in the process of streamliningFirst, the police have recently reviewed and are in the process of streamliningFirst, the police have recently reviewed and are in the process of streamlining

reporting procedures.reporting procedures.reporting procedures.reporting procedures.

Secondly, there is an ongoing programme to refurbish reporting rooms in old policeSecondly, there is an ongoing programme to refurbish reporting rooms in old policeSecondly, there is an ongoing programme to refurbish reporting rooms in old policeSecondly, there is an ongoing programme to refurbish reporting rooms in old police

stations and to make them more user friendly.stations and to make them more user friendly.stations and to make them more user friendly.stations and to make them more user friendly.

Thirdly, one-way viewing facilities for the identification of suspects by witnessesThirdly, one-way viewing facilities for the identification of suspects by witnessesThirdly, one-way viewing facilities for the identification of suspects by witnessesThirdly, one-way viewing facilities for the identification of suspects by witnesses

are now in operation in four police stations and two more will come into operationare now in operation in four police stations and two more will come into operationare now in operation in four police stations and two more will come into operationare now in operation in four police stations and two more will come into operation

this year.this year.this year.this year.

Fourthly, the police are considering how to improve the present arrangements for theFourthly, the police are considering how to improve the present arrangements for theFourthly, the police are considering how to improve the present arrangements for theFourthly, the police are considering how to improve the present arrangements for the

protection of witnesses, especially in cases of triad crimes and where intimidationprotection of witnesses, especially in cases of triad crimes and where intimidationprotection of witnesses, especially in cases of triad crimes and where intimidationprotection of witnesses, especially in cases of triad crimes and where intimidation

is feared.is feared.is feared.is feared.

Fifthly, we intend to strengthen publicity to encourage the public to report and giveFifthly, we intend to strengthen publicity to encourage the public to report and giveFifthly, we intend to strengthen publicity to encourage the public to report and giveFifthly, we intend to strengthen publicity to encourage the public to report and give

evidence against triads who interfere in their daily lives.evidence against triads who interfere in their daily lives.evidence against triads who interfere in their daily lives.evidence against triads who interfere in their daily lives.

Much of the increase in crime which is of major concern is imported crime.Much of the increase in crime which is of major concern is imported crime.Much of the increase in crime which is of major concern is imported crime.Much of the increase in crime which is of major concern is imported crime.

Smuggling and the use of firearms in robberies are part of an increase in cross-Smuggling and the use of firearms in robberies are part of an increase in cross-Smuggling and the use of firearms in robberies are part of an increase in cross-Smuggling and the use of firearms in robberies are part of an increase in cross-

border crime which Hong Kong has experienced in recent years.  Co-operation withborder crime which Hong Kong has experienced in recent years.  Co-operation withborder crime which Hong Kong has experienced in recent years.  Co-operation withborder crime which Hong Kong has experienced in recent years.  Co-operation with

China is essential in tackling such crime and we are actively pursuing this.  HighChina is essential in tackling such crime and we are actively pursuing this.  HighChina is essential in tackling such crime and we are actively pursuing this.  HighChina is essential in tackling such crime and we are actively pursuing this.  High

level delegations of Public Security Bureau Officers from Peking and Guangdonglevel delegations of Public Security Bureau Officers from Peking and Guangdonglevel delegations of Public Security Bureau Officers from Peking and Guangdonglevel delegations of Public Security Bureau Officers from Peking and Guangdong

Province have visited Hong Kong late last year and early this year.  The CommissionerProvince have visited Hong Kong late last year and early this year.  The CommissionerProvince have visited Hong Kong late last year and early this year.  The CommissionerProvince have visited Hong Kong late last year and early this year.  The Commissioner

of Police and other senior officers have on several occasions visited theirof Police and other senior officers have on several occasions visited theirof Police and other senior officers have on several occasions visited theirof Police and other senior officers have on several occasions visited their

counterparts in China to discuss cross-border crime.  We intend to build up thiscounterparts in China to discuss cross-border crime.  We intend to build up thiscounterparts in China to discuss cross-border crime.  We intend to build up thiscounterparts in China to discuss cross-border crime.  We intend to build up this

liaison to combat cross-border crime such as smuggling and the importation ofliaison to combat cross-border crime such as smuggling and the importation ofliaison to combat cross-border crime such as smuggling and the importation ofliaison to combat cross-border crime such as smuggling and the importation of



firearms.firearms.firearms.firearms.

Mr DeputMr DeputMr DeputMr Deputy President, we are very much aware of the importance of a well equippedy President, we are very much aware of the importance of a well equippedy President, we are very much aware of the importance of a well equippedy President, we are very much aware of the importance of a well equipped

and well motivated police force to our community.  Our prosperity and stability restand well motivated police force to our community.  Our prosperity and stability restand well motivated police force to our community.  Our prosperity and stability restand well motivated police force to our community.  Our prosperity and stability rest

upon the maintenance of law and order.  The necessary measures will be taken to ensureupon the maintenance of law and order.  The necessary measures will be taken to ensureupon the maintenance of law and order.  The necessary measures will be taken to ensureupon the maintenance of law and order.  The necessary measures will be taken to ensure

that the manpower, efficiency and equipment of the police force are maintained atthat the manpower, efficiency and equipment of the police force are maintained atthat the manpower, efficiency and equipment of the police force are maintained atthat the manpower, efficiency and equipment of the police force are maintained at

a high level.a high level.a high level.a high level.

MRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would like to thankMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would like to thankMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would like to thankMRS PEGGY LAM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, first of all, I would like to thank

all my honourable colleagues for supporting today's motion.  This reflects theall my honourable colleagues for supporting today's motion.  This reflects theall my honourable colleagues for supporting today's motion.  This reflects theall my honourable colleagues for supporting today's motion.  This reflects the

concern of the Legislative Councillors and the public over law and order and theirconcern of the Legislative Councillors and the public over law and order and theirconcern of the Legislative Councillors and the public over law and order and theirconcern of the Legislative Councillors and the public over law and order and their

determination to fight crime.determination to fight crime.determination to fight crime.determination to fight crime.

The views of Members in today's debate can be said to be unanimous.  Therefore,The views of Members in today's debate can be said to be unanimous.  Therefore,The views of Members in today's debate can be said to be unanimous.  Therefore,The views of Members in today's debate can be said to be unanimous.  Therefore,

I do not intend to repeat them.  But I would like to point out that Hong Kong policeI do not intend to repeat them.  But I would like to point out that Hong Kong policeI do not intend to repeat them.  But I would like to point out that Hong Kong policeI do not intend to repeat them.  But I would like to point out that Hong Kong police

officers are generally regarded as excellent officers.  Even though they are in aofficers are generally regarded as excellent officers.  Even though they are in aofficers are generally regarded as excellent officers.  Even though they are in aofficers are generally regarded as excellent officers.  Even though they are in a

very difficult situation and inadequately equipped, they, in upholding the citizens'very difficult situation and inadequately equipped, they, in upholding the citizens'very difficult situation and inadequately equipped, they, in upholding the citizens'very difficult situation and inadequately equipped, they, in upholding the citizens'

lives and property, confront the gangsters bravely even at the risk of losing theirlives and property, confront the gangsters bravely even at the risk of losing theirlives and property, confront the gangsters bravely even at the risk of losing theirlives and property, confront the gangsters bravely even at the risk of losing their

lives.  Their bravery and devotion to duty are praiseworthy and admirable.lives.  Their bravery and devotion to duty are praiseworthy and admirable.lives.  Their bravery and devotion to duty are praiseworthy and admirable.lives.  Their bravery and devotion to duty are praiseworthy and admirable.

I am glad to hear the Secretary for Security say that he will do his best to improveI am glad to hear the Secretary for Security say that he will do his best to improveI am glad to hear the Secretary for Security say that he will do his best to improveI am glad to hear the Secretary for Security say that he will do his best to improve

the efficiency of the police force and upgrade police equipment.  I am sure thethe efficiency of the police force and upgrade police equipment.  I am sure thethe efficiency of the police force and upgrade police equipment.  I am sure thethe efficiency of the police force and upgrade police equipment.  I am sure the

Government will positively and seriously consider the views and arguments put forwardGovernment will positively and seriously consider the views and arguments put forwardGovernment will positively and seriously consider the views and arguments put forwardGovernment will positively and seriously consider the views and arguments put forward

by Members today.  I also believe the Government will ensure that the suggestionsby Members today.  I also believe the Government will ensure that the suggestionsby Members today.  I also believe the Government will ensure that the suggestionsby Members today.  I also believe the Government will ensure that the suggestions

made in today's debate be realized soon, so that the confidence of the public in lawmade in today's debate be realized soon, so that the confidence of the public in lawmade in today's debate be realized soon, so that the confidence of the public in lawmade in today's debate be realized soon, so that the confidence of the public in law

and order and the authority of the police force will be restored and the crime rateand order and the authority of the police force will be restored and the crime rateand order and the authority of the police force will be restored and the crime rateand order and the authority of the police force will be restored and the crime rate

lowered.  I am looking forward to hearing the good news.lowered.  I am looking forward to hearing the good news.lowered.  I am looking forward to hearing the good news.lowered.  I am looking forward to hearing the good news.

I would like to stress once again that policemen, as frontline workers inI would like to stress once again that policemen, as frontline workers inI would like to stress once again that policemen, as frontline workers inI would like to stress once again that policemen, as frontline workers in

upholding law and order, need full support and assistance.  I am sure the Legislativeupholding law and order, need full support and assistance.  I am sure the Legislativeupholding law and order, need full support and assistance.  I am sure the Legislativeupholding law and order, need full support and assistance.  I am sure the Legislative

Councillors are willing to take the lead in rendering them support and assistance.Councillors are willing to take the lead in rendering them support and assistance.Councillors are willing to take the lead in rendering them support and assistance.Councillors are willing to take the lead in rendering them support and assistance.

Finally, I would like to thank my honourable colleagues for their activeFinally, I would like to thank my honourable colleagues for their activeFinally, I would like to thank my honourable colleagues for their activeFinally, I would like to thank my honourable colleagues for their active

participation in today's debate and support for the motion.participation in today's debate and support for the motion.participation in today's debate and support for the motion.participation in today's debate and support for the motion.



Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.Question on the motion put and agreed to.

AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment

CHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.CHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.CHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.CHIEF SECRETARY:  Mr Deputy President, I move that this Council do now adjourn.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr Martin BARROW has given notice to raise a matter for reply byDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr Martin BARROW has given notice to raise a matter for reply byDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr Martin BARROW has given notice to raise a matter for reply byDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Mr Martin BARROW has given notice to raise a matter for reply by

the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there are 45the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there are 45the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there are 45the Government.  Could I remind Members that in an adjournment debate there are 45

minutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to speakminutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to speakminutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to speakminutes for Members to speak.  At that point or after all the Members wishing to speak

have spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Securityhave spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Securityhave spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Securityhave spoken, whichever is the earlier, I will call upon the Secretary for Security

to reply.to reply.to reply.to reply.

Voluntary return programme for Vietnamese migrantsVoluntary return programme for Vietnamese migrantsVoluntary return programme for Vietnamese migrantsVoluntary return programme for Vietnamese migrants

7.53 pm7.53 pm7.53 pm7.53 pm

MR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, much has happened and much has been achievedMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, much has happened and much has been achievedMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, much has happened and much has been achievedMR MARTIN BARROW: Mr Deputy President, much has happened and much has been achieved

since this Council debated Vietnamese migrants last June.  At that time, emotionssince this Council debated Vietnamese migrants last June.  At that time, emotionssince this Council debated Vietnamese migrants last June.  At that time, emotionssince this Council debated Vietnamese migrants last June.  At that time, emotions

were running high and there was a proposal to end the policy of first asylum.were running high and there was a proposal to end the policy of first asylum.were running high and there was a proposal to end the policy of first asylum.were running high and there was a proposal to end the policy of first asylum.

Fortunately for Hong Kong, that proposal was soundly defeated.  The October agreementFortunately for Hong Kong, that proposal was soundly defeated.  The October agreementFortunately for Hong Kong, that proposal was soundly defeated.  The October agreementFortunately for Hong Kong, that proposal was soundly defeated.  The October agreement

with the Vietnamese Government has halted arrivals over the past four months, andwith the Vietnamese Government has halted arrivals over the past four months, andwith the Vietnamese Government has halted arrivals over the past four months, andwith the Vietnamese Government has halted arrivals over the past four months, and

a steady stream of boat people have departed.   We can now take a more considereda steady stream of boat people have departed.   We can now take a more considereda steady stream of boat people have departed.   We can now take a more considereda steady stream of boat people have departed.   We can now take a more considered

view.view.view.view.

RefugeesRefugeesRefugeesRefugees

Good progress has been made in resettling refugees, the numbers remaining havingGood progress has been made in resettling refugees, the numbers remaining havingGood progress has been made in resettling refugees, the numbers remaining havingGood progress has been made in resettling refugees, the numbers remaining having

dropped from 12 000 two years ago to around 4 000 today.  It is, however, disappointingdropped from 12 000 two years ago to around 4 000 today.  It is, however, disappointingdropped from 12 000 two years ago to around 4 000 today.  It is, however, disappointingdropped from 12 000 two years ago to around 4 000 today.  It is, however, disappointing

that the British Government has only accepted      1 083 during the last three years,that the British Government has only accepted      1 083 during the last three years,that the British Government has only accepted      1 083 during the last three years,that the British Government has only accepted      1 083 during the last three years,

although  it  promised  to  take 2 000.  Britain should be urged to take up itsalthough  it  promised  to  take 2 000.  Britain should be urged to take up itsalthough  it  promised  to  take 2 000.  Britain should be urged to take up itsalthough  it  promised  to  take 2 000.  Britain should be urged to take up its

remaining commitment without further delay.  It is also disappointing that the Unitedremaining commitment without further delay.  It is also disappointing that the Unitedremaining commitment without further delay.  It is also disappointing that the Unitedremaining commitment without further delay.  It is also disappointing that the United

States took only 768 people last year, less than the numbers taken by Australia andStates took only 768 people last year, less than the numbers taken by Australia andStates took only 768 people last year, less than the numbers taken by Australia andStates took only 768 people last year, less than the numbers taken by Australia and

Canada.Canada.Canada.Canada.



Better communicationBetter communicationBetter communicationBetter communication

An increasing number of the 53 000 asylum seekers stranded in Hong Kong do nowAn increasing number of the 53 000 asylum seekers stranded in Hong Kong do nowAn increasing number of the 53 000 asylum seekers stranded in Hong Kong do nowAn increasing number of the 53 000 asylum seekers stranded in Hong Kong do now

recognize that their future must lie back in Vietnam. However, if we want these peoplerecognize that their future must lie back in Vietnam. However, if we want these peoplerecognize that their future must lie back in Vietnam. However, if we want these peoplerecognize that their future must lie back in Vietnam. However, if we want these people

to join the voluntary repatriation programme we need to improve communications atto join the voluntary repatriation programme we need to improve communications atto join the voluntary repatriation programme we need to improve communications atto join the voluntary repatriation programme we need to improve communications at

all levels.all levels.all levels.all levels.

We are dealing with human beings, people who have invested money and hope in tryingWe are dealing with human beings, people who have invested money and hope in tryingWe are dealing with human beings, people who have invested money and hope in tryingWe are dealing with human beings, people who have invested money and hope in trying

to start new lives overseas.  These men and women have many of the same aspirationsto start new lives overseas.  These men and women have many of the same aspirationsto start new lives overseas.  These men and women have many of the same aspirationsto start new lives overseas.  These men and women have many of the same aspirations

that we have in Hong Kong.  We should understand that they will return to Vietnamthat we have in Hong Kong.  We should understand that they will return to Vietnamthat we have in Hong Kong.  We should understand that they will return to Vietnamthat we have in Hong Kong.  We should understand that they will return to Vietnam

only with great reluctance. Hong Kong's policy is firm and must not change, but itonly with great reluctance. Hong Kong's policy is firm and must not change, but itonly with great reluctance. Hong Kong's policy is firm and must not change, but itonly with great reluctance. Hong Kong's policy is firm and must not change, but it

should be enforced sympathetically and unemotionally.  Communication is the key.should be enforced sympathetically and unemotionally.  Communication is the key.should be enforced sympathetically and unemotionally.  Communication is the key.should be enforced sympathetically and unemotionally.  Communication is the key.

If the voluntary repatriation programme is to have credibility, the asylumIf the voluntary repatriation programme is to have credibility, the asylumIf the voluntary repatriation programme is to have credibility, the asylumIf the voluntary repatriation programme is to have credibility, the asylum

seekers must have a full explanation of how the programme works. People understandablyseekers must have a full explanation of how the programme works. People understandablyseekers must have a full explanation of how the programme works. People understandablyseekers must have a full explanation of how the programme works. People understandably

want to know exactly where they stand.  If they volunteer to return, what happenswant to know exactly where they stand.  If they volunteer to return, what happenswant to know exactly where they stand.  If they volunteer to return, what happenswant to know exactly where they stand.  If they volunteer to return, what happens

next?  How much delay will there be? Where will they be held while they wait?  Whatnext?  How much delay will there be? Where will they be held while they wait?  Whatnext?  How much delay will there be? Where will they be held while they wait?  Whatnext?  How much delay will there be? Where will they be held while they wait?  What

funds will they receive and when?  Will they be expected back in their home village?funds will they receive and when?  Will they be expected back in their home village?funds will they receive and when?  Will they be expected back in their home village?funds will they receive and when?  Will they be expected back in their home village?

When will the United Nations visit them in Vietnam?  I would suggest that well-printedWhen will the United Nations visit them in Vietnam?  I would suggest that well-printedWhen will the United Nations visit them in Vietnam?  I would suggest that well-printedWhen will the United Nations visit them in Vietnam?  I would suggest that well-printed

leaflets should be produced explaining these points.  Perhaps videos, posters andleaflets should be produced explaining these points.  Perhaps videos, posters andleaflets should be produced explaining these points.  Perhaps videos, posters andleaflets should be produced explaining these points.  Perhaps videos, posters and

other communication material could be considered.other communication material could be considered.other communication material could be considered.other communication material could be considered.

Vietnam is changing rapidly.  Many of the people in our detention centres leftVietnam is changing rapidly.  Many of the people in our detention centres leftVietnam is changing rapidly.  Many of the people in our detention centres leftVietnam is changing rapidly.  Many of the people in our detention centres left

before these changes had taken hold.  Their information is out-of-date.  They needbefore these changes had taken hold.  Their information is out-of-date.  They needbefore these changes had taken hold.  Their information is out-of-date.  They needbefore these changes had taken hold.  Their information is out-of-date.  They need

to be given the facts about Vietnam today.  16 000 people have now returned underto be given the facts about Vietnam today.  16 000 people have now returned underto be given the facts about Vietnam today.  16 000 people have now returned underto be given the facts about Vietnam today.  16 000 people have now returned under

the voluntary programme and there has been no evidence of maltreatment.  Thisthe voluntary programme and there has been no evidence of maltreatment.  Thisthe voluntary programme and there has been no evidence of maltreatment.  Thisthe voluntary programme and there has been no evidence of maltreatment.  This

important message must be explained and reinforced by as many sources as possible.important message must be explained and reinforced by as many sources as possible.important message must be explained and reinforced by as many sources as possible.important message must be explained and reinforced by as many sources as possible.

Details must be given of the European Community's aid programme to villages, and otherDetails must be given of the European Community's aid programme to villages, and otherDetails must be given of the European Community's aid programme to villages, and otherDetails must be given of the European Community's aid programme to villages, and other

aid programmes.aid programmes.aid programmes.aid programmes.

But I do not see how these messages can be put over with the level of counsellingBut I do not see how these messages can be put over with the level of counsellingBut I do not see how these messages can be put over with the level of counsellingBut I do not see how these messages can be put over with the level of counselling

which is now available.  If we are going to succeed, we need to have in Hong Kongwhich is now available.  If we are going to succeed, we need to have in Hong Kongwhich is now available.  If we are going to succeed, we need to have in Hong Kongwhich is now available.  If we are going to succeed, we need to have in Hong Kong

additional Vietnamese speakers and interpreters. How many Vietnamese speakers whoadditional Vietnamese speakers and interpreters. How many Vietnamese speakers whoadditional Vietnamese speakers and interpreters. How many Vietnamese speakers whoadditional Vietnamese speakers and interpreters. How many Vietnamese speakers who

really understand the situation in Vietnam today are working in the camps?  As Ireally understand the situation in Vietnam today are working in the camps?  As Ireally understand the situation in Vietnam today are working in the camps?  As Ireally understand the situation in Vietnam today are working in the camps?  As I

understand it, there are around 40 people described as "counsellors", but they haveunderstand it, there are around 40 people described as "counsellors", but they haveunderstand it, there are around 40 people described as "counsellors", but they haveunderstand it, there are around 40 people described as "counsellors", but they have

many other tasks in addition to explaining the situation in Vietnam.  Fortymany other tasks in addition to explaining the situation in Vietnam.  Fortymany other tasks in addition to explaining the situation in Vietnam.  Fortymany other tasks in addition to explaining the situation in Vietnam.  Forty

counsellors for 53 000 asylum seekers.  Clearly, this effort should be greatlycounsellors for 53 000 asylum seekers.  Clearly, this effort should be greatlycounsellors for 53 000 asylum seekers.  Clearly, this effort should be greatlycounsellors for 53 000 asylum seekers.  Clearly, this effort should be greatly



expanded.expanded.expanded.expanded.

We need to consider new channels of communication.We need to consider new channels of communication.We need to consider new channels of communication.We need to consider new channels of communication.  I have received a letter from  I have received a letter from  I have received a letter from  I have received a letter from

the editors of Freedom Magazine in Whitehead Camp.  They say:the editors of Freedom Magazine in Whitehead Camp.  They say:the editors of Freedom Magazine in Whitehead Camp.  They say:the editors of Freedom Magazine in Whitehead Camp.  They say:

"As representatives of asylum seekers, we must state that we do not adopt the view"As representatives of asylum seekers, we must state that we do not adopt the view"As representatives of asylum seekers, we must state that we do not adopt the view"As representatives of asylum seekers, we must state that we do not adopt the view

that we have the right to tell any of our compatriots that they must go home.  Whatthat we have the right to tell any of our compatriots that they must go home.  Whatthat we have the right to tell any of our compatriots that they must go home.  Whatthat we have the right to tell any of our compatriots that they must go home.  What

we prefer to do is to seek out and publish information which helps our compatriotswe prefer to do is to seek out and publish information which helps our compatriotswe prefer to do is to seek out and publish information which helps our compatriotswe prefer to do is to seek out and publish information which helps our compatriots

to make a well-informed decision regarding the reality of their future prospects.to make a well-informed decision regarding the reality of their future prospects.to make a well-informed decision regarding the reality of their future prospects.to make a well-informed decision regarding the reality of their future prospects.

Asylum seekers need to know about economic recessions, levels of unemployment andAsylum seekers need to know about economic recessions, levels of unemployment andAsylum seekers need to know about economic recessions, levels of unemployment andAsylum seekers need to know about economic recessions, levels of unemployment and

instance of prejudice in the resettlement countries. They need to know the Unitedinstance of prejudice in the resettlement countries. They need to know the Unitedinstance of prejudice in the resettlement countries. They need to know the Unitedinstance of prejudice in the resettlement countries. They need to know the United

States policy towards Vietnam, they need to know about the emerging internationalStates policy towards Vietnam, they need to know about the emerging internationalStates policy towards Vietnam, they need to know about the emerging internationalStates policy towards Vietnam, they need to know about the emerging international

business prospects. They need information regarding the policy of reform in Vietnam."business prospects. They need information regarding the policy of reform in Vietnam."business prospects. They need information regarding the policy of reform in Vietnam."business prospects. They need information regarding the policy of reform in Vietnam."

Are the Government and the UNHCR providing this information?Are the Government and the UNHCR providing this information?Are the Government and the UNHCR providing this information?Are the Government and the UNHCR providing this information?

The voluntary agencies also have a useful role to play.  They have many dedicatedThe voluntary agencies also have a useful role to play.  They have many dedicatedThe voluntary agencies also have a useful role to play.  They have many dedicatedThe voluntary agencies also have a useful role to play.  They have many dedicated

workers who are in close daily contact with the asylum seekers.  They are trustedworkers who are in close daily contact with the asylum seekers.  They are trustedworkers who are in close daily contact with the asylum seekers.  They are trustedworkers who are in close daily contact with the asylum seekers.  They are trusted

by the asylum seekers and they know their concerns.  I would urge the Government andby the asylum seekers and they know their concerns.  I would urge the Government andby the asylum seekers and they know their concerns.  I would urge the Government andby the asylum seekers and they know their concerns.  I would urge the Government and

Members of this Council to maintain a dialogue with these agencies.Members of this Council to maintain a dialogue with these agencies.Members of this Council to maintain a dialogue with these agencies.Members of this Council to maintain a dialogue with these agencies.

There are bound to be rumours and counter-rumours in the detention centres.There are bound to be rumours and counter-rumours in the detention centres.There are bound to be rumours and counter-rumours in the detention centres.There are bound to be rumours and counter-rumours in the detention centres.

There will be false hopes.  To counter these distractions, I would encourage theThere will be false hopes.  To counter these distractions, I would encourage theThere will be false hopes.  To counter these distractions, I would encourage theThere will be false hopes.  To counter these distractions, I would encourage the

Government and the United Nations to be as open and frank as possible, and to findGovernment and the United Nations to be as open and frank as possible, and to findGovernment and the United Nations to be as open and frank as possible, and to findGovernment and the United Nations to be as open and frank as possible, and to find

and recruit people who can put over the truth.  It is not high pressure salesmanshipand recruit people who can put over the truth.  It is not high pressure salesmanshipand recruit people who can put over the truth.  It is not high pressure salesmanshipand recruit people who can put over the truth.  It is not high pressure salesmanship

that is needed, but rather communication which can build trust and credibility.that is needed, but rather communication which can build trust and credibility.that is needed, but rather communication which can build trust and credibility.that is needed, but rather communication which can build trust and credibility.

Some of these initiatives will require additional funding, and I believe thisSome of these initiatives will require additional funding, and I believe thisSome of these initiatives will require additional funding, and I believe thisSome of these initiatives will require additional funding, and I believe this

is something which Members of this Council should consider.  The more the processis something which Members of this Council should consider.  The more the processis something which Members of this Council should consider.  The more the processis something which Members of this Council should consider.  The more the process

can be speeded up, the quicker the burden on the Hong Kong taxpayer can be eased.can be speeded up, the quicker the burden on the Hong Kong taxpayer can be eased.can be speeded up, the quicker the burden on the Hong Kong taxpayer can be eased.can be speeded up, the quicker the burden on the Hong Kong taxpayer can be eased.

We should be willing to consider supporting the funding of counselling and otherWe should be willing to consider supporting the funding of counselling and otherWe should be willing to consider supporting the funding of counselling and otherWe should be willing to consider supporting the funding of counselling and other

programmes which will achieve the objectives of speeding up the voluntaryprogrammes which will achieve the objectives of speeding up the voluntaryprogrammes which will achieve the objectives of speeding up the voluntaryprogrammes which will achieve the objectives of speeding up the voluntary

repatriation programme.repatriation programme.repatriation programme.repatriation programme.

Less bureaucracyLess bureaucracyLess bureaucracyLess bureaucracy

There is currently too long a delay between the time tThere is currently too long a delay between the time tThere is currently too long a delay between the time tThere is currently too long a delay between the time that a person volunteershat a person volunteershat a person volunteershat a person volunteers

to return and the moment that he or she actually gets on the plane.  This delay causesto return and the moment that he or she actually gets on the plane.  This delay causesto return and the moment that he or she actually gets on the plane.  This delay causesto return and the moment that he or she actually gets on the plane.  This delay causes



uncertainty and frustration.uncertainty and frustration.uncertainty and frustration.uncertainty and frustration.

Bureaucratic procedures imposed by the Vietnamese authorities must be eliminated.Bureaucratic procedures imposed by the Vietnamese authorities must be eliminated.Bureaucratic procedures imposed by the Vietnamese authorities must be eliminated.Bureaucratic procedures imposed by the Vietnamese authorities must be eliminated.

Vietnamese government officials should be resident in Hong Kong to specificallyVietnamese government officials should be resident in Hong Kong to specificallyVietnamese government officials should be resident in Hong Kong to specificallyVietnamese government officials should be resident in Hong Kong to specifically

handle these programmes.  They should be able to authorize returns, without paperhandle these programmes.  They should be able to authorize returns, without paperhandle these programmes.  They should be able to authorize returns, without paperhandle these programmes.  They should be able to authorize returns, without paper

work flowing back and forth to Vietnam.  The British Government can play a role too,work flowing back and forth to Vietnam.  The British Government can play a role too,work flowing back and forth to Vietnam.  The British Government can play a role too,work flowing back and forth to Vietnam.  The British Government can play a role too,

by building up its Hanoi staff and working full time with the authorities and theby building up its Hanoi staff and working full time with the authorities and theby building up its Hanoi staff and working full time with the authorities and theby building up its Hanoi staff and working full time with the authorities and the

UNHCR in monitoring and supporting the programmes.UNHCR in monitoring and supporting the programmes.UNHCR in monitoring and supporting the programmes.UNHCR in monitoring and supporting the programmes.

The root cause of the problemThe root cause of the problemThe root cause of the problemThe root cause of the problem

Let me now turn to the root cause of the problem, which is the Vietnamese economy.Let me now turn to the root cause of the problem, which is the Vietnamese economy.Let me now turn to the root cause of the problem, which is the Vietnamese economy.Let me now turn to the root cause of the problem, which is the Vietnamese economy.

The current poor state of the country is, of course, a result of mismanagement byThe current poor state of the country is, of course, a result of mismanagement byThe current poor state of the country is, of course, a result of mismanagement byThe current poor state of the country is, of course, a result of mismanagement by

the Vietnamese Government.  However, they have now set themselves on a track of reformthe Vietnamese Government.  However, they have now set themselves on a track of reformthe Vietnamese Government.  However, they have now set themselves on a track of reformthe Vietnamese Government.  However, they have now set themselves on a track of reform

programmes and there has been significant progress in recent years.  In the fact ofprogrammes and there has been significant progress in recent years.  In the fact ofprogrammes and there has been significant progress in recent years.  In the fact ofprogrammes and there has been significant progress in recent years.  In the fact of

these changes, the continued refusal of the United States to lift its trade embargothese changes, the continued refusal of the United States to lift its trade embargothese changes, the continued refusal of the United States to lift its trade embargothese changes, the continued refusal of the United States to lift its trade embargo

and normalize relations remains, frankly, bizarre.and normalize relations remains, frankly, bizarre.and normalize relations remains, frankly, bizarre.and normalize relations remains, frankly, bizarre.

It is disappointing that the United Kingdom is making little effort to press theIt is disappointing that the United Kingdom is making little effort to press theIt is disappointing that the United Kingdom is making little effort to press theIt is disappointing that the United Kingdom is making little effort to press the

United States on this important and urgent matter.  In answer to a question on thisUnited States on this important and urgent matter.  In answer to a question on thisUnited States on this important and urgent matter.  In answer to a question on thisUnited States on this important and urgent matter.  In answer to a question on this

point in the House of Commons on 5 November 1991, the answer was merely that the Britishpoint in the House of Commons on 5 November 1991, the answer was merely that the Britishpoint in the House of Commons on 5 November 1991, the answer was merely that the Britishpoint in the House of Commons on 5 November 1991, the answer was merely that the British

Government was "keeping in touch with the United States."  More recently in the HouseGovernment was "keeping in touch with the United States."  More recently in the HouseGovernment was "keeping in touch with the United States."  More recently in the HouseGovernment was "keeping in touch with the United States."  More recently in the House

of Lords, the Minister responsible for Hong Kong reported that this was "a questionof Lords, the Minister responsible for Hong Kong reported that this was "a questionof Lords, the Minister responsible for Hong Kong reported that this was "a questionof Lords, the Minister responsible for Hong Kong reported that this was "a question

for the United States".for the United States".for the United States".for the United States".

May I suggest that this is very much a question for the United Kingdom and HongMay I suggest that this is very much a question for the United Kingdom and HongMay I suggest that this is very much a question for the United Kingdom and HongMay I suggest that this is very much a question for the United Kingdom and Hong

Kong Governments, who should be pressing much more actively for a change in the UnitedKong Governments, who should be pressing much more actively for a change in the UnitedKong Governments, who should be pressing much more actively for a change in the UnitedKong Governments, who should be pressing much more actively for a change in the United

States position.  Quite apart from humanitarian concerns, it is now obviously in theStates position.  Quite apart from humanitarian concerns, it is now obviously in theStates position.  Quite apart from humanitarian concerns, it is now obviously in theStates position.  Quite apart from humanitarian concerns, it is now obviously in the

United States' geo-political and commercial interests to move on this issue.  I urgeUnited States' geo-political and commercial interests to move on this issue.  I urgeUnited States' geo-political and commercial interests to move on this issue.  I urgeUnited States' geo-political and commercial interests to move on this issue.  I urge

the Hong Kong Government to give a positive response on this point, not the usual:the Hong Kong Government to give a positive response on this point, not the usual:the Hong Kong Government to give a positive response on this point, not the usual:the Hong Kong Government to give a positive response on this point, not the usual:

"This is a foreign affairs issue and we have no comment.""This is a foreign affairs issue and we have no comment.""This is a foreign affairs issue and we have no comment.""This is a foreign affairs issue and we have no comment."

MemberMemberMemberMembers will recall that this issue was covered in our recent letter to Vices will recall that this issue was covered in our recent letter to Vices will recall that this issue was covered in our recent letter to Vices will recall that this issue was covered in our recent letter to Vice

President QUAYLE, following his ill-considered intervention last month.  At the samePresident QUAYLE, following his ill-considered intervention last month.  At the samePresident QUAYLE, following his ill-considered intervention last month.  At the samePresident QUAYLE, following his ill-considered intervention last month.  At the same

time, members of the business community in Hong Kong have been supporting lobbyingtime, members of the business community in Hong Kong have been supporting lobbyingtime, members of the business community in Hong Kong have been supporting lobbyingtime, members of the business community in Hong Kong have been supporting lobbying

efforts in Washington.  The American Chambers of Commerce, both in Hong Kong andefforts in Washington.  The American Chambers of Commerce, both in Hong Kong andefforts in Washington.  The American Chambers of Commerce, both in Hong Kong andefforts in Washington.  The American Chambers of Commerce, both in Hong Kong and

elsewhere, have also been active.elsewhere, have also been active.elsewhere, have also been active.elsewhere, have also been active.



I have no doubt that lifting the embargo would encourage those stranded in HongI have no doubt that lifting the embargo would encourage those stranded in HongI have no doubt that lifting the embargo would encourage those stranded in HongI have no doubt that lifting the embargo would encourage those stranded in Hong

Kong to volunteer to return.  It would not, of course, mean an immediate boom in theKong to volunteer to return.  It would not, of course, mean an immediate boom in theKong to volunteer to return.  It would not, of course, mean an immediate boom in theKong to volunteer to return.  It would not, of course, mean an immediate boom in the

Vietnamese economy, but it would provide a catalyst for improvements and give aVietnamese economy, but it would provide a catalyst for improvements and give aVietnamese economy, but it would provide a catalyst for improvements and give aVietnamese economy, but it would provide a catalyst for improvements and give a

significant psychological boost to those who are worried about returning.significant psychological boost to those who are worried about returning.significant psychological boost to those who are worried about returning.significant psychological boost to those who are worried about returning.

Other countries are already increasing their relationships with Vietnam andOther countries are already increasing their relationships with Vietnam andOther countries are already increasing their relationships with Vietnam andOther countries are already increasing their relationships with Vietnam and

initiating small but important aid programmes.  I believe there is a case for Honginitiating small but important aid programmes.  I believe there is a case for Honginitiating small but important aid programmes.  I believe there is a case for Honginitiating small but important aid programmes.  I believe there is a case for Hong

Kong considering what it too might do to help.  I quite appreciate that, with theKong considering what it too might do to help.  I quite appreciate that, with theKong considering what it too might do to help.  I quite appreciate that, with theKong considering what it too might do to help.  I quite appreciate that, with the

huge burden that has already been imposed upon us, it may seem inappropriate for Honghuge burden that has already been imposed upon us, it may seem inappropriate for Honghuge burden that has already been imposed upon us, it may seem inappropriate for Honghuge burden that has already been imposed upon us, it may seem inappropriate for Hong

Kong to provide aid to Vietnam.  It is, of course, the British Government which shouldKong to provide aid to Vietnam.  It is, of course, the British Government which shouldKong to provide aid to Vietnam.  It is, of course, the British Government which shouldKong to provide aid to Vietnam.  It is, of course, the British Government which should

fund such an initiative, but some modest additional support by Hong Kong could befund such an initiative, but some modest additional support by Hong Kong could befund such an initiative, but some modest additional support by Hong Kong could befund such an initiative, but some modest additional support by Hong Kong could be

important.  I know that, through local voluntary agencies, some Hong Kong people areimportant.  I know that, through local voluntary agencies, some Hong Kong people areimportant.  I know that, through local voluntary agencies, some Hong Kong people areimportant.  I know that, through local voluntary agencies, some Hong Kong people are

already contributing individually to the reconstruction of Vietnam, but an officialalready contributing individually to the reconstruction of Vietnam, but an officialalready contributing individually to the reconstruction of Vietnam, but an officialalready contributing individually to the reconstruction of Vietnam, but an official

grant from Hong Kong would be a powerful symbol of our community's wish to resolvegrant from Hong Kong would be a powerful symbol of our community's wish to resolvegrant from Hong Kong would be a powerful symbol of our community's wish to resolvegrant from Hong Kong would be a powerful symbol of our community's wish to resolve

this matter speedily and humanely.this matter speedily and humanely.this matter speedily and humanely.this matter speedily and humanely.

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion

In conclusion, we must all recognize Hong Kong's remarkable acIn conclusion, we must all recognize Hong Kong's remarkable acIn conclusion, we must all recognize Hong Kong's remarkable acIn conclusion, we must all recognize Hong Kong's remarkable achievement over thehievement over thehievement over thehievement over the

past 17 years.  195 000 people have arrived in this tiny territory.  152 000 havepast 17 years.  195 000 people have arrived in this tiny territory.  152 000 havepast 17 years.  195 000 people have arrived in this tiny territory.  152 000 havepast 17 years.  195 000 people have arrived in this tiny territory.  152 000 have

been resettled elsewhere or have returned to Vietnam.  Nobody has been turned away.been resettled elsewhere or have returned to Vietnam.  Nobody has been turned away.been resettled elsewhere or have returned to Vietnam.  Nobody has been turned away.been resettled elsewhere or have returned to Vietnam.  Nobody has been turned away.

Hong Kong can be proud of this record.Hong Kong can be proud of this record.Hong Kong can be proud of this record.Hong Kong can be proud of this record.

However, it is in nobody's inHowever, it is in nobody's inHowever, it is in nobody's inHowever, it is in nobody's interests to have thousands of people sitting in ourterests to have thousands of people sitting in ourterests to have thousands of people sitting in ourterests to have thousands of people sitting in our

detention centres.  It is in everybody's interests for those who are not refugeesdetention centres.  It is in everybody's interests for those who are not refugeesdetention centres.  It is in everybody's interests for those who are not refugeesdetention centres.  It is in everybody's interests for those who are not refugees

to be encouraged to return to Vietnam as quickly as possible.  To achieve that goal,to be encouraged to return to Vietnam as quickly as possible.  To achieve that goal,to be encouraged to return to Vietnam as quickly as possible.  To achieve that goal,to be encouraged to return to Vietnam as quickly as possible.  To achieve that goal,

we should give the asylum seekers as much information as possible, we shouldwe should give the asylum seekers as much information as possible, we shouldwe should give the asylum seekers as much information as possible, we shouldwe should give the asylum seekers as much information as possible, we should

streamline the procedures for repatriation, we must push for an end to the Americanstreamline the procedures for repatriation, we must push for an end to the Americanstreamline the procedures for repatriation, we must push for an end to the Americanstreamline the procedures for repatriation, we must push for an end to the American

embargo against Vietnam.embargo against Vietnam.embargo against Vietnam.embargo against Vietnam.

Things are, at last, moving in the right direction -- but they need to move moreThings are, at last, moving in the right direction -- but they need to move moreThings are, at last, moving in the right direction -- but they need to move moreThings are, at last, moving in the right direction -- but they need to move more

quickly.  Thank you.quickly.  Thank you.quickly.  Thank you.quickly.  Thank you.

MRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong people's expectation ofMRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong people's expectation ofMRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong people's expectation ofMRS RITA FAN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong people's expectation of

the voluntary repatriation scheme is well defined and clear -- they hope the boatthe voluntary repatriation scheme is well defined and clear -- they hope the boatthe voluntary repatriation scheme is well defined and clear -- they hope the boatthe voluntary repatriation scheme is well defined and clear -- they hope the boat

people will leave Hong Kong for a new life in their home country as soon as possible.people will leave Hong Kong for a new life in their home country as soon as possible.people will leave Hong Kong for a new life in their home country as soon as possible.people will leave Hong Kong for a new life in their home country as soon as possible.

It is incumbent upon the Hong Kong and British Governments to try all means withinIt is incumbent upon the Hong Kong and British Governments to try all means withinIt is incumbent upon the Hong Kong and British Governments to try all means withinIt is incumbent upon the Hong Kong and British Governments to try all means within



their power to fulfill the wish of Hong Kong people.  May I suggest the followingtheir power to fulfill the wish of Hong Kong people.  May I suggest the followingtheir power to fulfill the wish of Hong Kong people.  May I suggest the followingtheir power to fulfill the wish of Hong Kong people.  May I suggest the following

ways to encourage more boat people to return home.ways to encourage more boat people to return home.ways to encourage more boat people to return home.ways to encourage more boat people to return home.

Firstly, boat people should be provided witFirstly, boat people should be provided witFirstly, boat people should be provided witFirstly, boat people should be provided with correct information.  UNHCR and theh correct information.  UNHCR and theh correct information.  UNHCR and theh correct information.  UNHCR and the

Hong Kong Government should make concerted efforts to tell the boat people about theHong Kong Government should make concerted efforts to tell the boat people about theHong Kong Government should make concerted efforts to tell the boat people about theHong Kong Government should make concerted efforts to tell the boat people about the

measures under the repatriation scheme, the living conditions of the boat people aftermeasures under the repatriation scheme, the living conditions of the boat people aftermeasures under the repatriation scheme, the living conditions of the boat people aftermeasures under the repatriation scheme, the living conditions of the boat people after

returning home, and the policies of foreign countries, especially the United States,returning home, and the policies of foreign countries, especially the United States,returning home, and the policies of foreign countries, especially the United States,returning home, and the policies of foreign countries, especially the United States,

of refusing to accept non-refugees.  This will prevent the boat people from rejectingof refusing to accept non-refugees.  This will prevent the boat people from rejectingof refusing to accept non-refugees.  This will prevent the boat people from rejectingof refusing to accept non-refugees.  This will prevent the boat people from rejecting

the voluntary repatriation scheme on the ground of misleading information and savethe voluntary repatriation scheme on the ground of misleading information and savethe voluntary repatriation scheme on the ground of misleading information and savethe voluntary repatriation scheme on the ground of misleading information and save

them from being puzzled by distorted and untrue propaganda.  Upon learning the realthem from being puzzled by distorted and untrue propaganda.  Upon learning the realthem from being puzzled by distorted and untrue propaganda.  Upon learning the realthem from being puzzled by distorted and untrue propaganda.  Upon learning the real

state of affairs, they can make a correct choice.state of affairs, they can make a correct choice.state of affairs, they can make a correct choice.state of affairs, they can make a correct choice.

Yesterday I received a suggestion from an interpreter who once worked in a boatYesterday I received a suggestion from an interpreter who once worked in a boatYesterday I received a suggestion from an interpreter who once worked in a boatYesterday I received a suggestion from an interpreter who once worked in a boat

people detention centre.  I would like to reproduce his suggestion here.  He suggestspeople detention centre.  I would like to reproduce his suggestion here.  He suggestspeople detention centre.  I would like to reproduce his suggestion here.  He suggestspeople detention centre.  I would like to reproduce his suggestion here.  He suggests

that a one-hour programme in Vietnamese language, to be organized by UNHCR with thethat a one-hour programme in Vietnamese language, to be organized by UNHCR with thethat a one-hour programme in Vietnamese language, to be organized by UNHCR with thethat a one-hour programme in Vietnamese language, to be organized by UNHCR with the

help of the Hong Kong Government, be broadcast at the centres daily to supply thehelp of the Hong Kong Government, be broadcast at the centres daily to supply thehelp of the Hong Kong Government, be broadcast at the centres daily to supply thehelp of the Hong Kong Government, be broadcast at the centres daily to supply the

boat people with all kinds of important information and news.  He said that insideboat people with all kinds of important information and news.  He said that insideboat people with all kinds of important information and news.  He said that insideboat people with all kinds of important information and news.  He said that inside

Vietnam stories of real people and their experience are being publicized.  TheseVietnam stories of real people and their experience are being publicized.  TheseVietnam stories of real people and their experience are being publicized.  TheseVietnam stories of real people and their experience are being publicized.  These

stories tell of the returnees from Hong Kong who are now living a settled and happystories tell of the returnees from Hong Kong who are now living a settled and happystories tell of the returnees from Hong Kong who are now living a settled and happystories tell of the returnees from Hong Kong who are now living a settled and happy

life in Vietnam.  Why should we not consider using such information to make boatlife in Vietnam.  Why should we not consider using such information to make boatlife in Vietnam.  Why should we not consider using such information to make boatlife in Vietnam.  Why should we not consider using such information to make boat

people further understand that Vietnam has changed a great deal since they left there.people further understand that Vietnam has changed a great deal since they left there.people further understand that Vietnam has changed a great deal since they left there.people further understand that Vietnam has changed a great deal since they left there.

I think this suggestion is worth considering by the Government.I think this suggestion is worth considering by the Government.I think this suggestion is worth considering by the Government.I think this suggestion is worth considering by the Government.

Secondly, the Hong Kong and British Governments need to further discuss withSecondly, the Hong Kong and British Governments need to further discuss withSecondly, the Hong Kong and British Governments need to further discuss withSecondly, the Hong Kong and British Governments need to further discuss with

Vietnam on the speeding-up of the repatriation of boat people.  Yesterday a groupVietnam on the speeding-up of the repatriation of boat people.  Yesterday a groupVietnam on the speeding-up of the repatriation of boat people.  Yesterday a groupVietnam on the speeding-up of the repatriation of boat people.  Yesterday a group

of Hong Kong people who are very concerned with the boat people problem returned fromof Hong Kong people who are very concerned with the boat people problem returned fromof Hong Kong people who are very concerned with the boat people problem returned fromof Hong Kong people who are very concerned with the boat people problem returned from

Vietnam.  They submitted their report and suggestions to Members of OMELCO.  TheyVietnam.  They submitted their report and suggestions to Members of OMELCO.  TheyVietnam.  They submitted their report and suggestions to Members of OMELCO.  TheyVietnam.  They submitted their report and suggestions to Members of OMELCO.  They

opined that if the Hong Kong Government or the British Government should provide someopined that if the Hong Kong Government or the British Government should provide someopined that if the Hong Kong Government or the British Government should provide someopined that if the Hong Kong Government or the British Government should provide some

aid to the Vietnamese Government, say, helping them to set up some transit centresaid to the Vietnamese Government, say, helping them to set up some transit centresaid to the Vietnamese Government, say, helping them to set up some transit centresaid to the Vietnamese Government, say, helping them to set up some transit centres

or repatriation facilities, the Vietnamese Government would, it is believed, haveor repatriation facilities, the Vietnamese Government would, it is believed, haveor repatriation facilities, the Vietnamese Government would, it is believed, haveor repatriation facilities, the Vietnamese Government would, it is believed, have

the bona fide intention to take back more boat people.  At present, the Vietnamesethe bona fide intention to take back more boat people.  At present, the Vietnamesethe bona fide intention to take back more boat people.  At present, the Vietnamesethe bona fide intention to take back more boat people.  At present, the Vietnamese

Government has its own problems.  This of course is the Hong Kong delegation'sGovernment has its own problems.  This of course is the Hong Kong delegation'sGovernment has its own problems.  This of course is the Hong Kong delegation'sGovernment has its own problems.  This of course is the Hong Kong delegation's

impression but they frankly told us about it.  After listening to what they said,impression but they frankly told us about it.  After listening to what they said,impression but they frankly told us about it.  After listening to what they said,impression but they frankly told us about it.  After listening to what they said,

we promised them that we would follow up this matter at OMELCO's Security Panel meetingwe promised them that we would follow up this matter at OMELCO's Security Panel meetingwe promised them that we would follow up this matter at OMELCO's Security Panel meetingwe promised them that we would follow up this matter at OMELCO's Security Panel meeting

to be held tomorrow.  Nevertheless, I think it would be better for me to tell it hereto be held tomorrow.  Nevertheless, I think it would be better for me to tell it hereto be held tomorrow.  Nevertheless, I think it would be better for me to tell it hereto be held tomorrow.  Nevertheless, I think it would be better for me to tell it here

than to wait for the Security Panel's meeting.  I hope the Hong Kong Government will,than to wait for the Security Panel's meeting.  I hope the Hong Kong Government will,than to wait for the Security Panel's meeting.  I hope the Hong Kong Government will,than to wait for the Security Panel's meeting.  I hope the Hong Kong Government will,

through the British Ambassador in Hanoi, find out what types of aid the Vietnamesethrough the British Ambassador in Hanoi, find out what types of aid the Vietnamesethrough the British Ambassador in Hanoi, find out what types of aid the Vietnamesethrough the British Ambassador in Hanoi, find out what types of aid the Vietnamese

Government needs.  If the aid required is reasonable which we may be able to consider,Government needs.  If the aid required is reasonable which we may be able to consider,Government needs.  If the aid required is reasonable which we may be able to consider,Government needs.  If the aid required is reasonable which we may be able to consider,



we should give it some thought.we should give it some thought.we should give it some thought.we should give it some thought.

Thirdly, I think the British Government must assume the responsibility as HongThirdly, I think the British Government must assume the responsibility as HongThirdly, I think the British Government must assume the responsibility as HongThirdly, I think the British Government must assume the responsibility as Hong

Kong's sovereign state and the maker of our foreign policies.  The British GovernmentKong's sovereign state and the maker of our foreign policies.  The British GovernmentKong's sovereign state and the maker of our foreign policies.  The British GovernmentKong's sovereign state and the maker of our foreign policies.  The British Government

should make strong representations to the United States, to the following effect:should make strong representations to the United States, to the following effect:should make strong representations to the United States, to the following effect:should make strong representations to the United States, to the following effect:

(1)(1)(1)(1) that the United States should desist from making meaningless statementsthat the United States should desist from making meaningless statementsthat the United States should desist from making meaningless statementsthat the United States should desist from making meaningless statements

causing interruptions to the voluntary repatriation scheme; andcausing interruptions to the voluntary repatriation scheme; andcausing interruptions to the voluntary repatriation scheme; andcausing interruptions to the voluntary repatriation scheme; and

(2)(2)(2)(2) that the United States should lift the economic sanctions imposed on Vietnam.that the United States should lift the economic sanctions imposed on Vietnam.that the United States should lift the economic sanctions imposed on Vietnam.that the United States should lift the economic sanctions imposed on Vietnam.

The reasons for this have been given by the Honourable Martin BARROW earlier on.The reasons for this have been given by the Honourable Martin BARROW earlier on.The reasons for this have been given by the Honourable Martin BARROW earlier on.The reasons for this have been given by the Honourable Martin BARROW earlier on.

Certainly I understand that as the presidential election of the United States is justCertainly I understand that as the presidential election of the United States is justCertainly I understand that as the presidential election of the United States is justCertainly I understand that as the presidential election of the United States is just

around the corner, the United States Government may have its own problems.  However,around the corner, the United States Government may have its own problems.  However,around the corner, the United States Government may have its own problems.  However,around the corner, the United States Government may have its own problems.  However,

I do not think the British Government should do nothing at this stage to gain theI do not think the British Government should do nothing at this stage to gain theI do not think the British Government should do nothing at this stage to gain theI do not think the British Government should do nothing at this stage to gain the

United States Government's co-operation just because of these problems.  Secondly,United States Government's co-operation just because of these problems.  Secondly,United States Government's co-operation just because of these problems.  Secondly,United States Government's co-operation just because of these problems.  Secondly,

the British Government should earnestly motivate the European Community to providethe British Government should earnestly motivate the European Community to providethe British Government should earnestly motivate the European Community to providethe British Government should earnestly motivate the European Community to provide

aid for Vietnam.  On the other hand, the United Kingdom should, through diplomaticaid for Vietnam.  On the other hand, the United Kingdom should, through diplomaticaid for Vietnam.  On the other hand, the United Kingdom should, through diplomaticaid for Vietnam.  On the other hand, the United Kingdom should, through diplomatic

channels, try its best to speed up the repatriation of boat peoplechannels, try its best to speed up the repatriation of boat peoplechannels, try its best to speed up the repatriation of boat peoplechannels, try its best to speed up the repatriation of boat people

I feel that I feel that I feel that I feel that the British Government is not doing its best in this regard.  Thoughthe British Government is not doing its best in this regard.  Thoughthe British Government is not doing its best in this regard.  Thoughthe British Government is not doing its best in this regard.  Though

I am aware that when the British Foreign Office Minister visited Hong Kong, he saidI am aware that when the British Foreign Office Minister visited Hong Kong, he saidI am aware that when the British Foreign Office Minister visited Hong Kong, he saidI am aware that when the British Foreign Office Minister visited Hong Kong, he said

that he had tried his very best in this respect, yet, to us, the development so farthat he had tried his very best in this respect, yet, to us, the development so farthat he had tried his very best in this respect, yet, to us, the development so farthat he had tried his very best in this respect, yet, to us, the development so far

is obviously not positive enough.  I suspect that as the general election is drawingis obviously not positive enough.  I suspect that as the general election is drawingis obviously not positive enough.  I suspect that as the general election is drawingis obviously not positive enough.  I suspect that as the general election is drawing

near, therefore nothing is more important than Britain's domestic politics.  Thatnear, therefore nothing is more important than Britain's domestic politics.  Thatnear, therefore nothing is more important than Britain's domestic politics.  Thatnear, therefore nothing is more important than Britain's domestic politics.  That

is not what I want.  I hope that today's debate will press the Hong Kong Governmentis not what I want.  I hope that today's debate will press the Hong Kong Governmentis not what I want.  I hope that today's debate will press the Hong Kong Governmentis not what I want.  I hope that today's debate will press the Hong Kong Government

once again to request the Foreign Office to do something positive.  If we can secureonce again to request the Foreign Office to do something positive.  If we can secureonce again to request the Foreign Office to do something positive.  If we can secureonce again to request the Foreign Office to do something positive.  If we can secure

the co-operation from all sides, I believe that when the Hong Kong residents see thethe co-operation from all sides, I believe that when the Hong Kong residents see thethe co-operation from all sides, I believe that when the Hong Kong residents see thethe co-operation from all sides, I believe that when the Hong Kong residents see the

developments get under way, they will give their support accordingly.developments get under way, they will give their support accordingly.developments get under way, they will give their support accordingly.developments get under way, they will give their support accordingly.

MR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in late October last year, theMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in late October last year, theMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in late October last year, theMR HUI YIN-FAT (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in late October last year, the

British and Vietnamese Governments reached a new agreement on the repatriation ofBritish and Vietnamese Governments reached a new agreement on the repatriation ofBritish and Vietnamese Governments reached a new agreement on the repatriation ofBritish and Vietnamese Governments reached a new agreement on the repatriation of

non-refugees stranded in Hong Kong, bringing a gleam of light to the seeminglynon-refugees stranded in Hong Kong, bringing a gleam of light to the seeminglynon-refugees stranded in Hong Kong, bringing a gleam of light to the seeminglynon-refugees stranded in Hong Kong, bringing a gleam of light to the seemingly

hopeless voluntary return programme.  However, I am not optimistic about the chancehopeless voluntary return programme.  However, I am not optimistic about the chancehopeless voluntary return programme.  However, I am not optimistic about the chancehopeless voluntary return programme.  However, I am not optimistic about the chance

of resolving the boat people problem before 1997.  This is mainly because initialof resolving the boat people problem before 1997.  This is mainly because initialof resolving the boat people problem before 1997.  This is mainly because initialof resolving the boat people problem before 1997.  This is mainly because initial

statistics indicate that even without any new arrivals, the number of non-refugeesstatistics indicate that even without any new arrivals, the number of non-refugeesstatistics indicate that even without any new arrivals, the number of non-refugeesstatistics indicate that even without any new arrivals, the number of non-refugees

in Hong Kong stands already at 53 562 as at the end of January.  If these Vietnamesein Hong Kong stands already at 53 562 as at the end of January.  If these Vietnamesein Hong Kong stands already at 53 562 as at the end of January.  If these Vietnamesein Hong Kong stands already at 53 562 as at the end of January.  If these Vietnamese



are to be repatriated at an average of 650 people per month, it will take six yearsare to be repatriated at an average of 650 people per month, it will take six yearsare to be repatriated at an average of 650 people per month, it will take six yearsare to be repatriated at an average of 650 people per month, it will take six years

and nine months, that is, from now to December 1998, to complete the whole programme.and nine months, that is, from now to December 1998, to complete the whole programme.and nine months, that is, from now to December 1998, to complete the whole programme.and nine months, that is, from now to December 1998, to complete the whole programme.

Moreover, even though there have been indications that VMoreover, even though there have been indications that VMoreover, even though there have been indications that VMoreover, even though there have been indications that Vietnam and the Unitedietnam and the Unitedietnam and the Unitedietnam and the United

States are changing their stance on the repatriation programme, we in Hong Kong willStates are changing their stance on the repatriation programme, we in Hong Kong willStates are changing their stance on the repatriation programme, we in Hong Kong willStates are changing their stance on the repatriation programme, we in Hong Kong will

be unable either to foresee or forestall any unpleasant incidents in future whichbe unable either to foresee or forestall any unpleasant incidents in future whichbe unable either to foresee or forestall any unpleasant incidents in future whichbe unable either to foresee or forestall any unpleasant incidents in future which

may obstruct or interrupt the voluntary and orderly return programme.  To cite amay obstruct or interrupt the voluntary and orderly return programme.  To cite amay obstruct or interrupt the voluntary and orderly return programme.  To cite amay obstruct or interrupt the voluntary and orderly return programme.  To cite a

simple example, Mr QUAYLE, the Vice-President of the United States who has beensimple example, Mr QUAYLE, the Vice-President of the United States who has beensimple example, Mr QUAYLE, the Vice-President of the United States who has beensimple example, Mr QUAYLE, the Vice-President of the United States who has been

described as naive and ignorant, said at the United Nations Human Rights Conferencedescribed as naive and ignorant, said at the United Nations Human Rights Conferencedescribed as naive and ignorant, said at the United Nations Human Rights Conferencedescribed as naive and ignorant, said at the United Nations Human Rights Conference

held early last month that the majority of the boat people arriving in Hong Kong wereheld early last month that the majority of the boat people arriving in Hong Kong wereheld early last month that the majority of the boat people arriving in Hong Kong wereheld early last month that the majority of the boat people arriving in Hong Kong were

political refugees, and should be eligible for resettlement.  An immediate resultpolitical refugees, and should be eligible for resettlement.  An immediate resultpolitical refugees, and should be eligible for resettlement.  An immediate resultpolitical refugees, and should be eligible for resettlement.  An immediate result

of such a totally groundless and irresponsible remark was a sharp increase in theof such a totally groundless and irresponsible remark was a sharp increase in theof such a totally groundless and irresponsible remark was a sharp increase in theof such a totally groundless and irresponsible remark was a sharp increase in the

number of boat people withdrawing from the voluntary return scheme.  The drop-outnumber of boat people withdrawing from the voluntary return scheme.  The drop-outnumber of boat people withdrawing from the voluntary return scheme.  The drop-outnumber of boat people withdrawing from the voluntary return scheme.  The drop-out

rate had risen from an average of 10%-15% to 40%-50% each day.  These boat peoplerate had risen from an average of 10%-15% to 40%-50% each day.  These boat peoplerate had risen from an average of 10%-15% to 40%-50% each day.  These boat peoplerate had risen from an average of 10%-15% to 40%-50% each day.  These boat people

were given the false hope that they might still have a chance of resettlement.were given the false hope that they might still have a chance of resettlement.were given the false hope that they might still have a chance of resettlement.were given the false hope that they might still have a chance of resettlement.

While Mr QUAYLE and some Americans having the similar thinking must be sternlyWhile Mr QUAYLE and some Americans having the similar thinking must be sternlyWhile Mr QUAYLE and some Americans having the similar thinking must be sternlyWhile Mr QUAYLE and some Americans having the similar thinking must be sternly

rebuked, more should be done to correct their misconception on the matter.  Sincerebuked, more should be done to correct their misconception on the matter.  Sincerebuked, more should be done to correct their misconception on the matter.  Sincerebuked, more should be done to correct their misconception on the matter.  Since

the screening procedures have been conducted in strict accordance with thethe screening procedures have been conducted in strict accordance with thethe screening procedures have been conducted in strict accordance with thethe screening procedures have been conducted in strict accordance with the

Comprehensive Plan of Action and everything is open and above-board and monitoredComprehensive Plan of Action and everything is open and above-board and monitoredComprehensive Plan of Action and everything is open and above-board and monitoredComprehensive Plan of Action and everything is open and above-board and monitored

by the UNHCR, why does the Government not arrange for these people to visit Hong Kongby the UNHCR, why does the Government not arrange for these people to visit Hong Kongby the UNHCR, why does the Government not arrange for these people to visit Hong Kongby the UNHCR, why does the Government not arrange for these people to visit Hong Kong

through the invitation and sponsorship of the UNHCR so that more people can see forthrough the invitation and sponsorship of the UNHCR so that more people can see forthrough the invitation and sponsorship of the UNHCR so that more people can see forthrough the invitation and sponsorship of the UNHCR so that more people can see for

themselves the actual situation and have their misbelief dispelled.themselves the actual situation and have their misbelief dispelled.themselves the actual situation and have their misbelief dispelled.themselves the actual situation and have their misbelief dispelled.

The above incident demonstrates that the voluntarThe above incident demonstrates that the voluntarThe above incident demonstrates that the voluntarThe above incident demonstrates that the voluntary repatriation scheme isy repatriation scheme isy repatriation scheme isy repatriation scheme is

extremely fragile and vulnerable.  It is therefore necessary for Britain, Hong Kongextremely fragile and vulnerable.  It is therefore necessary for Britain, Hong Kongextremely fragile and vulnerable.  It is therefore necessary for Britain, Hong Kongextremely fragile and vulnerable.  It is therefore necessary for Britain, Hong Kong

and Vietnam to enhance their co-operation to ensure that the repatriation programmeand Vietnam to enhance their co-operation to ensure that the repatriation programmeand Vietnam to enhance their co-operation to ensure that the repatriation programmeand Vietnam to enhance their co-operation to ensure that the repatriation programme

can proceed in full speed.  The merits of so doing are obvious.  On the one hand,can proceed in full speed.  The merits of so doing are obvious.  On the one hand,can proceed in full speed.  The merits of so doing are obvious.  On the one hand,can proceed in full speed.  The merits of so doing are obvious.  On the one hand,

we can be relieved of the boat people burden before the change of sovereignty in 1997.we can be relieved of the boat people burden before the change of sovereignty in 1997.we can be relieved of the boat people burden before the change of sovereignty in 1997.we can be relieved of the boat people burden before the change of sovereignty in 1997.

More importantly, with accelerated repatriation, the overcrowded living conditionMore importantly, with accelerated repatriation, the overcrowded living conditionMore importantly, with accelerated repatriation, the overcrowded living conditionMore importantly, with accelerated repatriation, the overcrowded living condition

in Vietnamese centres can be ameliorated, thus minimizing the chance of recurrencein Vietnamese centres can be ameliorated, thus minimizing the chance of recurrencein Vietnamese centres can be ameliorated, thus minimizing the chance of recurrencein Vietnamese centres can be ameliorated, thus minimizing the chance of recurrence

of the tragedy of last Chinese New Year day.of the tragedy of last Chinese New Year day.of the tragedy of last Chinese New Year day.of the tragedy of last Chinese New Year day.

On the other hand, as the Hong Kong Government is pushing ahead with the austerityOn the other hand, as the Hong Kong Government is pushing ahead with the austerityOn the other hand, as the Hong Kong Government is pushing ahead with the austerityOn the other hand, as the Hong Kong Government is pushing ahead with the austerity

policy now, I do not like to see the Government making any more generous spendingpolicy now, I do not like to see the Government making any more generous spendingpolicy now, I do not like to see the Government making any more generous spendingpolicy now, I do not like to see the Government making any more generous spending

with the taxpayers' money on the boat people.  The Government should, on the one hand,with the taxpayers' money on the boat people.  The Government should, on the one hand,with the taxpayers' money on the boat people.  The Government should, on the one hand,with the taxpayers' money on the boat people.  The Government should, on the one hand,

exert stronger pressure on Britain and Vietnam to ensure that the repatriationexert stronger pressure on Britain and Vietnam to ensure that the repatriationexert stronger pressure on Britain and Vietnam to ensure that the repatriationexert stronger pressure on Britain and Vietnam to ensure that the repatriation

programme can be implemented with no delay.  On the other hand, it should continueprogramme can be implemented with no delay.  On the other hand, it should continueprogramme can be implemented with no delay.  On the other hand, it should continueprogramme can be implemented with no delay.  On the other hand, it should continue



to appeal to international organizations to fulfil the obligations of theto appeal to international organizations to fulfil the obligations of theto appeal to international organizations to fulfil the obligations of theto appeal to international organizations to fulfil the obligations of the

international community and provide economic assistance to Hong Kong and Vietnam.international community and provide economic assistance to Hong Kong and Vietnam.international community and provide economic assistance to Hong Kong and Vietnam.international community and provide economic assistance to Hong Kong and Vietnam.

The United States and Britain should, in particular, take the lead for other countriesThe United States and Britain should, in particular, take the lead for other countriesThe United States and Britain should, in particular, take the lead for other countriesThe United States and Britain should, in particular, take the lead for other countries

to follow.to follow.to follow.to follow.

Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong wilMr Deputy President, Hong Kong wilMr Deputy President, Hong Kong wilMr Deputy President, Hong Kong will have to face a lot of uncertainties duringl have to face a lot of uncertainties duringl have to face a lot of uncertainties duringl have to face a lot of uncertainties during

the latter part of the transitional period.  It is therefore imperative that thethe latter part of the transitional period.  It is therefore imperative that thethe latter part of the transitional period.  It is therefore imperative that thethe latter part of the transitional period.  It is therefore imperative that the

Government should resolve the boat people problem which is straining our resourcesGovernment should resolve the boat people problem which is straining our resourcesGovernment should resolve the boat people problem which is straining our resourcesGovernment should resolve the boat people problem which is straining our resources

and constitutes a latent crisis in our society.and constitutes a latent crisis in our society.and constitutes a latent crisis in our society.and constitutes a latent crisis in our society.

Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion for adjournment.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion for adjournment.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion for adjournment.Mr Deputy President, with these remarks, I support the motion for adjournment.

MR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have listened many times in this CouncilMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have listened many times in this CouncilMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have listened many times in this CouncilMR JIMMY McGREGOR: Mr Deputy President, I have listened many times in this Council

and its committees to what I believe to be misguided and emotional comments directedand its committees to what I believe to be misguided and emotional comments directedand its committees to what I believe to be misguided and emotional comments directedand its committees to what I believe to be misguided and emotional comments directed

against the Vietnamese in our midst. Most of these remarks are made as a result ofagainst the Vietnamese in our midst. Most of these remarks are made as a result ofagainst the Vietnamese in our midst. Most of these remarks are made as a result ofagainst the Vietnamese in our midst. Most of these remarks are made as a result of

frustration and the feeling that the problem was one which could not be solved.  Ifrustration and the feeling that the problem was one which could not be solved.  Ifrustration and the feeling that the problem was one which could not be solved.  Ifrustration and the feeling that the problem was one which could not be solved.  I

have argued consistently in favour of a humanitarian approach towards these poorhave argued consistently in favour of a humanitarian approach towards these poorhave argued consistently in favour of a humanitarian approach towards these poorhave argued consistently in favour of a humanitarian approach towards these poor

people who left their homes in desperation seeking a new life.  I have also arguedpeople who left their homes in desperation seeking a new life.  I have also arguedpeople who left their homes in desperation seeking a new life.  I have also arguedpeople who left their homes in desperation seeking a new life.  I have also argued

consistently for retention of the first port of asylum policy.  There were many voicesconsistently for retention of the first port of asylum policy.  There were many voicesconsistently for retention of the first port of asylum policy.  There were many voicesconsistently for retention of the first port of asylum policy.  There were many voices

in Hong Kong demanding an end to it.in Hong Kong demanding an end to it.in Hong Kong demanding an end to it.in Hong Kong demanding an end to it.

We have now turned the corner and the Government must be cWe have now turned the corner and the Government must be cWe have now turned the corner and the Government must be cWe have now turned the corner and the Government must be congratulated on keepingongratulated on keepingongratulated on keepingongratulated on keeping

its head and sticking doggedly to its international obligations.  Thank God that itits head and sticking doggedly to its international obligations.  Thank God that itits head and sticking doggedly to its international obligations.  Thank God that itits head and sticking doggedly to its international obligations.  Thank God that it

did or we should have had to face damaging criticism from our friends across the world.did or we should have had to face damaging criticism from our friends across the world.did or we should have had to face damaging criticism from our friends across the world.did or we should have had to face damaging criticism from our friends across the world.

We are now able to help the Vietnamese as a nation to begin the long process ofWe are now able to help the Vietnamese as a nation to begin the long process ofWe are now able to help the Vietnamese as a nation to begin the long process ofWe are now able to help the Vietnamese as a nation to begin the long process of

international rehabilitation in terms of trade, commerce and industry.  We can takeinternational rehabilitation in terms of trade, commerce and industry.  We can takeinternational rehabilitation in terms of trade, commerce and industry.  We can takeinternational rehabilitation in terms of trade, commerce and industry.  We can take

a positive and helpful position.  Indeed, we are already doing so with trade missionsa positive and helpful position.  Indeed, we are already doing so with trade missionsa positive and helpful position.  Indeed, we are already doing so with trade missionsa positive and helpful position.  Indeed, we are already doing so with trade missions

going to Vietnam, with substantial Hong Kong investment already in position theregoing to Vietnam, with substantial Hong Kong investment already in position theregoing to Vietnam, with substantial Hong Kong investment already in position theregoing to Vietnam, with substantial Hong Kong investment already in position there

and more on its way, and with a useful trade flow already moving.  This is only aand more on its way, and with a useful trade flow already moving.  This is only aand more on its way, and with a useful trade flow already moving.  This is only aand more on its way, and with a useful trade flow already moving.  This is only a

beginning and much more is possible.  My constituency and its members will continuebeginning and much more is possible.  My constituency and its members will continuebeginning and much more is possible.  My constituency and its members will continuebeginning and much more is possible.  My constituency and its members will continue

to move constructively in expanding the Hong Kong-Vietnam connection.  It isto move constructively in expanding the Hong Kong-Vietnam connection.  It isto move constructively in expanding the Hong Kong-Vietnam connection.  It isto move constructively in expanding the Hong Kong-Vietnam connection.  It is

therefore imperative in this situation that Vietnam be given access to world marketstherefore imperative in this situation that Vietnam be given access to world marketstherefore imperative in this situation that Vietnam be given access to world marketstherefore imperative in this situation that Vietnam be given access to world markets

in a manner and to an extent that will not discriminate against that sad country.in a manner and to an extent that will not discriminate against that sad country.in a manner and to an extent that will not discriminate against that sad country.in a manner and to an extent that will not discriminate against that sad country.

The United States will, I hope, put aside its historical dispute and lift itsThe United States will, I hope, put aside its historical dispute and lift itsThe United States will, I hope, put aside its historical dispute and lift itsThe United States will, I hope, put aside its historical dispute and lift its

trade embargo.  It might even be possible for the United States to give Vietnam MFNtrade embargo.  It might even be possible for the United States to give Vietnam MFNtrade embargo.  It might even be possible for the United States to give Vietnam MFNtrade embargo.  It might even be possible for the United States to give Vietnam MFN

entry as a specific concession, renewable annually, and dependent upon evidence ofentry as a specific concession, renewable annually, and dependent upon evidence ofentry as a specific concession, renewable annually, and dependent upon evidence ofentry as a specific concession, renewable annually, and dependent upon evidence of



changes in the closed economic regime and greater attention to human rights.  Vietnamchanges in the closed economic regime and greater attention to human rights.  Vietnamchanges in the closed economic regime and greater attention to human rights.  Vietnamchanges in the closed economic regime and greater attention to human rights.  Vietnam

has greatly suffered for over 50 years and desperately needs help now.has greatly suffered for over 50 years and desperately needs help now.has greatly suffered for over 50 years and desperately needs help now.has greatly suffered for over 50 years and desperately needs help now.

I must also mention the import regime of other countries in this connection.  TheI must also mention the import regime of other countries in this connection.  TheI must also mention the import regime of other countries in this connection.  TheI must also mention the import regime of other countries in this connection.  The

European Community also does not accord full access to its markets for VietnameseEuropean Community also does not accord full access to its markets for VietnameseEuropean Community also does not accord full access to its markets for VietnameseEuropean Community also does not accord full access to its markets for Vietnamese

goods; there are very considerable restrictions. These hold back Vietnamese potentialgoods; there are very considerable restrictions. These hold back Vietnamese potentialgoods; there are very considerable restrictions. These hold back Vietnamese potentialgoods; there are very considerable restrictions. These hold back Vietnamese potential

for trade earnings.  Britain must surely do all it can to reduce these EC restrictions,for trade earnings.  Britain must surely do all it can to reduce these EC restrictions,for trade earnings.  Britain must surely do all it can to reduce these EC restrictions,for trade earnings.  Britain must surely do all it can to reduce these EC restrictions,

quite apart from the United States ones.  I asked Lord CAITHNESS  to consider thisquite apart from the United States ones.  I asked Lord CAITHNESS  to consider thisquite apart from the United States ones.  I asked Lord CAITHNESS  to consider thisquite apart from the United States ones.  I asked Lord CAITHNESS  to consider this

matter carefully during his recent visit to Hong Kong and he promised to do so.matter carefully during his recent visit to Hong Kong and he promised to do so.matter carefully during his recent visit to Hong Kong and he promised to do so.matter carefully during his recent visit to Hong Kong and he promised to do so.

I agree with Mr Martin BARROW that if it is at all possible we should help VietnamI agree with Mr Martin BARROW that if it is at all possible we should help VietnamI agree with Mr Martin BARROW that if it is at all possible we should help VietnamI agree with Mr Martin BARROW that if it is at all possible we should help Vietnam

financially with a grant of some kind to show goodwill, but the greatest help we canfinancially with a grant of some kind to show goodwill, but the greatest help we canfinancially with a grant of some kind to show goodwill, but the greatest help we canfinancially with a grant of some kind to show goodwill, but the greatest help we can

give is the economic support we already provide. Hong Kong, in its history,give is the economic support we already provide. Hong Kong, in its history,give is the economic support we already provide. Hong Kong, in its history,give is the economic support we already provide. Hong Kong, in its history,

established a proud record of relief and support for many waves of economic migrants.established a proud record of relief and support for many waves of economic migrants.established a proud record of relief and support for many waves of economic migrants.established a proud record of relief and support for many waves of economic migrants.

We have never been cruel to helpless people coming under our care.  I am happy thatWe have never been cruel to helpless people coming under our care.  I am happy thatWe have never been cruel to helpless people coming under our care.  I am happy thatWe have never been cruel to helpless people coming under our care.  I am happy that

we now see the end of the ordeal, or the beginning of the end of the ordeal for thewe now see the end of the ordeal, or the beginning of the end of the ordeal for thewe now see the end of the ordeal, or the beginning of the end of the ordeal for thewe now see the end of the ordeal, or the beginning of the end of the ordeal for the

Vietnamese in our midst and that we have treated them with honour and with sympathy.Vietnamese in our midst and that we have treated them with honour and with sympathy.Vietnamese in our midst and that we have treated them with honour and with sympathy.Vietnamese in our midst and that we have treated them with honour and with sympathy.

REV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the light of the suddenREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the light of the suddenREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the light of the suddenREV FUNG CHI-WOOD (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, in the light of the sudden

reduction in the number of Vietnamese boat people joining the voluntary returnreduction in the number of Vietnamese boat people joining the voluntary returnreduction in the number of Vietnamese boat people joining the voluntary returnreduction in the number of Vietnamese boat people joining the voluntary return

programme recently, it is worrying if the repatriation scheme can be smoothlyprogramme recently, it is worrying if the repatriation scheme can be smoothlyprogramme recently, it is worrying if the repatriation scheme can be smoothlyprogramme recently, it is worrying if the repatriation scheme can be smoothly

implemented.  There are already more than 57 000 VBP stranded in the territory andimplemented.  There are already more than 57 000 VBP stranded in the territory andimplemented.  There are already more than 57 000 VBP stranded in the territory andimplemented.  There are already more than 57 000 VBP stranded in the territory and

it is essential that the governments of Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, Vietnam, theit is essential that the governments of Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, Vietnam, theit is essential that the governments of Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, Vietnam, theit is essential that the governments of Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, Vietnam, the

United States of America and other countries make extra efforts to resolve the VBPUnited States of America and other countries make extra efforts to resolve the VBPUnited States of America and other countries make extra efforts to resolve the VBPUnited States of America and other countries make extra efforts to resolve the VBP

problem.problem.problem.problem.

There are, at present, 27 268 VBP screened out as non-political refugees.  ItThere are, at present, 27 268 VBP screened out as non-political refugees.  ItThere are, at present, 27 268 VBP screened out as non-political refugees.  ItThere are, at present, 27 268 VBP screened out as non-political refugees.  It

is imperative to send them back to Vietnam.  It is hoped that they will join theis imperative to send them back to Vietnam.  It is hoped that they will join theis imperative to send them back to Vietnam.  It is hoped that they will join theis imperative to send them back to Vietnam.  It is hoped that they will join the

voluntary return programme.  Otherwise, it will be inevitable that they be subjectedvoluntary return programme.  Otherwise, it will be inevitable that they be subjectedvoluntary return programme.  Otherwise, it will be inevitable that they be subjectedvoluntary return programme.  Otherwise, it will be inevitable that they be subjected

to the orderly departure programme.to the orderly departure programme.to the orderly departure programme.to the orderly departure programme.

The following are of utmost importance if more non-refugee boat people are toThe following are of utmost importance if more non-refugee boat people are toThe following are of utmost importance if more non-refugee boat people are toThe following are of utmost importance if more non-refugee boat people are to

be encouraged to return to their home country voluntarily:be encouraged to return to their home country voluntarily:be encouraged to return to their home country voluntarily:be encouraged to return to their home country voluntarily:

(i)(i)(i)(i) The United States Government must adopt a firm stance, explicitly pronouncingThe United States Government must adopt a firm stance, explicitly pronouncingThe United States Government must adopt a firm stance, explicitly pronouncingThe United States Government must adopt a firm stance, explicitly pronouncing

the impossibility of accepting the boat people, who are screened out as non-refugees,the impossibility of accepting the boat people, who are screened out as non-refugees,the impossibility of accepting the boat people, who are screened out as non-refugees,the impossibility of accepting the boat people, who are screened out as non-refugees,

to resettle in the United States.  In fact, the possibility for the non-refugee boatto resettle in the United States.  In fact, the possibility for the non-refugee boatto resettle in the United States.  In fact, the possibility for the non-refugee boatto resettle in the United States.  In fact, the possibility for the non-refugee boat



people to be resettled in other countries is extremely low; there are still a numberpeople to be resettled in other countries is extremely low; there are still a numberpeople to be resettled in other countries is extremely low; there are still a numberpeople to be resettled in other countries is extremely low; there are still a number

of refugees stranded here who are not accepted by any countries for resettlement,of refugees stranded here who are not accepted by any countries for resettlement,of refugees stranded here who are not accepted by any countries for resettlement,of refugees stranded here who are not accepted by any countries for resettlement,

not to mention the non-refugee boat people.  We have to send these boat people thenot to mention the non-refugee boat people.  We have to send these boat people thenot to mention the non-refugee boat people.  We have to send these boat people thenot to mention the non-refugee boat people.  We have to send these boat people the

message of no chance of resettlement in other countries.  If this is done, they willmessage of no chance of resettlement in other countries.  If this is done, they willmessage of no chance of resettlement in other countries.  If this is done, they willmessage of no chance of resettlement in other countries.  If this is done, they will

be willing to join the voluntary return programme.  On top of that, the United Statesbe willing to join the voluntary return programme.  On top of that, the United Statesbe willing to join the voluntary return programme.  On top of that, the United Statesbe willing to join the voluntary return programme.  On top of that, the United States

must at once stop opposing the orderly departure programme.must at once stop opposing the orderly departure programme.must at once stop opposing the orderly departure programme.must at once stop opposing the orderly departure programme.

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) In order to attract more boat people to return to their home countryIn order to attract more boat people to return to their home countryIn order to attract more boat people to return to their home countryIn order to attract more boat people to return to their home country

voluntarily and rebuild their home there, the United States must lift the economicvoluntarily and rebuild their home there, the United States must lift the economicvoluntarily and rebuild their home there, the United States must lift the economicvoluntarily and rebuild their home there, the United States must lift the economic

sanction on Vietnam and immediately re-establish economic link with Vietnam so assanction on Vietnam and immediately re-establish economic link with Vietnam so assanction on Vietnam and immediately re-establish economic link with Vietnam so assanction on Vietnam and immediately re-establish economic link with Vietnam so as

to rejuvenate its economy as soon as possible.  It is very encouraging to learn thatto rejuvenate its economy as soon as possible.  It is very encouraging to learn thatto rejuvenate its economy as soon as possible.  It is very encouraging to learn thatto rejuvenate its economy as soon as possible.  It is very encouraging to learn that

the United States, out of humanitarianism, is willing to provide Vietnam with an aidthe United States, out of humanitarianism, is willing to provide Vietnam with an aidthe United States, out of humanitarianism, is willing to provide Vietnam with an aidthe United States, out of humanitarianism, is willing to provide Vietnam with an aid

scheme amounting to US$19 million, as revealed by the Assistant Secretary of Statescheme amounting to US$19 million, as revealed by the Assistant Secretary of Statescheme amounting to US$19 million, as revealed by the Assistant Secretary of Statescheme amounting to US$19 million, as revealed by the Assistant Secretary of State

Richard Solomon during his recent visit to Vietnam.  Moves in this direction by theRichard Solomon during his recent visit to Vietnam.  Moves in this direction by theRichard Solomon during his recent visit to Vietnam.  Moves in this direction by theRichard Solomon during his recent visit to Vietnam.  Moves in this direction by the

United States Government are welcome.United States Government are welcome.United States Government are welcome.United States Government are welcome.

Apart from the above, I would like to suggest two points in attempting to radicallyApart from the above, I would like to suggest two points in attempting to radicallyApart from the above, I would like to suggest two points in attempting to radicallyApart from the above, I would like to suggest two points in attempting to radically

solve the Vietnamese boat people and the Vietnamese refugee problem:solve the Vietnamese boat people and the Vietnamese refugee problem:solve the Vietnamese boat people and the Vietnamese refugee problem:solve the Vietnamese boat people and the Vietnamese refugee problem:

(i(i(i(i)))) The United Kingdom Government must commit itself to accept more refugeesThe United Kingdom Government must commit itself to accept more refugeesThe United Kingdom Government must commit itself to accept more refugeesThe United Kingdom Government must commit itself to accept more refugees

stranded here and actively lobby other countries to follow suit.stranded here and actively lobby other countries to follow suit.stranded here and actively lobby other countries to follow suit.stranded here and actively lobby other countries to follow suit.

(ii)(ii)(ii)(ii) Hong Kong has shouldered a far greater amount of expenditure in caringHong Kong has shouldered a far greater amount of expenditure in caringHong Kong has shouldered a far greater amount of expenditure in caringHong Kong has shouldered a far greater amount of expenditure in caring

for the boat people than the United Kingdom.  The United Kingdom has paid $80 millionfor the boat people than the United Kingdom.  The United Kingdom has paid $80 millionfor the boat people than the United Kingdom.  The United Kingdom has paid $80 millionfor the boat people than the United Kingdom.  The United Kingdom has paid $80 million

in the year 1991-92 while Hong Kong has paid $885 million, that is to say, ten timesin the year 1991-92 while Hong Kong has paid $885 million, that is to say, ten timesin the year 1991-92 while Hong Kong has paid $885 million, that is to say, ten timesin the year 1991-92 while Hong Kong has paid $885 million, that is to say, ten times

that of the United Kingdom.  The fact that the United Kingdom is the sovereign statethat of the United Kingdom.  The fact that the United Kingdom is the sovereign statethat of the United Kingdom.  The fact that the United Kingdom is the sovereign statethat of the United Kingdom.  The fact that the United Kingdom is the sovereign state

of Hong Kong should mean that the United Kingdom is obliged to take up theof Hong Kong should mean that the United Kingdom is obliged to take up theof Hong Kong should mean that the United Kingdom is obliged to take up theof Hong Kong should mean that the United Kingdom is obliged to take up the

responsibility in shouldering a greater portion of expenditure in the caring of theresponsibility in shouldering a greater portion of expenditure in the caring of theresponsibility in shouldering a greater portion of expenditure in the caring of theresponsibility in shouldering a greater portion of expenditure in the caring of the

boat people.boat people.boat people.boat people.

Mr Deputy President, I so submit.Mr Deputy President, I so submit.Mr Deputy President, I so submit.Mr Deputy President, I so submit.

MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong is a "refugee society".MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong is a "refugee society".MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong is a "refugee society".MISS EMILY LAU (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, Hong Kong is a "refugee society".

An extremely large proportion of Hong Kong people were migrants who had fled fromAn extremely large proportion of Hong Kong people were migrants who had fled fromAn extremely large proportion of Hong Kong people were migrants who had fled fromAn extremely large proportion of Hong Kong people were migrants who had fled from

the communist regime in China and were given asylum by the Hong Kong British Government.the communist regime in China and were given asylum by the Hong Kong British Government.the communist regime in China and were given asylum by the Hong Kong British Government.the communist regime in China and were given asylum by the Hong Kong British Government.

As I am myself also a descendant of refugees, I will always consider the problem fromAs I am myself also a descendant of refugees, I will always consider the problem fromAs I am myself also a descendant of refugees, I will always consider the problem fromAs I am myself also a descendant of refugees, I will always consider the problem from

the viewpoint of humanitarianism.  I hope Hong Kong can, whether at this moment orthe viewpoint of humanitarianism.  I hope Hong Kong can, whether at this moment orthe viewpoint of humanitarianism.  I hope Hong Kong can, whether at this moment orthe viewpoint of humanitarianism.  I hope Hong Kong can, whether at this moment or



in the future, always lend a helping hand to the politically oppressed.  In my opinion,in the future, always lend a helping hand to the politically oppressed.  In my opinion,in the future, always lend a helping hand to the politically oppressed.  In my opinion,in the future, always lend a helping hand to the politically oppressed.  In my opinion,

however, the non-refugees should be repatriated.  I fully agree with the varioushowever, the non-refugees should be repatriated.  I fully agree with the varioushowever, the non-refugees should be repatriated.  I fully agree with the varioushowever, the non-refugees should be repatriated.  I fully agree with the various

comments put forward by Mr Martin BARROW; so I am not going to repeat his commentscomments put forward by Mr Martin BARROW; so I am not going to repeat his commentscomments put forward by Mr Martin BARROW; so I am not going to repeat his commentscomments put forward by Mr Martin BARROW; so I am not going to repeat his comments

in my speech.in my speech.in my speech.in my speech.

Mr Deputy President, the only thing I wish to mention in my speech is theMr Deputy President, the only thing I wish to mention in my speech is theMr Deputy President, the only thing I wish to mention in my speech is theMr Deputy President, the only thing I wish to mention in my speech is the

responsibility of the United Kingdom Government.  In terms of help rendered to theresponsibility of the United Kingdom Government.  In terms of help rendered to theresponsibility of the United Kingdom Government.  In terms of help rendered to theresponsibility of the United Kingdom Government.  In terms of help rendered to the

Vietnamese, Hong Kong people have set a glorious record: the number of VietnameseVietnamese, Hong Kong people have set a glorious record: the number of VietnameseVietnamese, Hong Kong people have set a glorious record: the number of VietnameseVietnamese, Hong Kong people have set a glorious record: the number of Vietnamese

arrived at or born in Hong Kong since 1979 has hit a total of      202 000.  In otherarrived at or born in Hong Kong since 1979 has hit a total of      202 000.  In otherarrived at or born in Hong Kong since 1979 has hit a total of      202 000.  In otherarrived at or born in Hong Kong since 1979 has hit a total of      202 000.  In other

words, Hong Kong has accepted more than 200 000 Vietnamese among whom 128 000 havewords, Hong Kong has accepted more than 200 000 Vietnamese among whom 128 000 havewords, Hong Kong has accepted more than 200 000 Vietnamese among whom 128 000 havewords, Hong Kong has accepted more than 200 000 Vietnamese among whom 128 000 have

resettled in foreign countries and more than 16 000 of them have been repatriatedresettled in foreign countries and more than 16 000 of them have been repatriatedresettled in foreign countries and more than 16 000 of them have been repatriatedresettled in foreign countries and more than 16 000 of them have been repatriated

to Vietnam either voluntarily or otherwise leaving more than 50 000 still strandedto Vietnam either voluntarily or otherwise leaving more than 50 000 still strandedto Vietnam either voluntarily or otherwise leaving more than 50 000 still strandedto Vietnam either voluntarily or otherwise leaving more than 50 000 still stranded

in Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, Britain accepted 14 187 Vietnamese.  As Mr Martin BARROWin Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, Britain accepted 14 187 Vietnamese.  As Mr Martin BARROWin Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, Britain accepted 14 187 Vietnamese.  As Mr Martin BARROWin Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, Britain accepted 14 187 Vietnamese.  As Mr Martin BARROW

has just pointed out, Britain merely accepted 1 000 Vietnamese in the past three years.has just pointed out, Britain merely accepted 1 000 Vietnamese in the past three years.has just pointed out, Britain merely accepted 1 000 Vietnamese in the past three years.has just pointed out, Britain merely accepted 1 000 Vietnamese in the past three years.

I feel that what Britain has done is inadequate.  We all know that the issues ofI feel that what Britain has done is inadequate.  We all know that the issues ofI feel that what Britain has done is inadequate.  We all know that the issues ofI feel that what Britain has done is inadequate.  We all know that the issues of

Vietnamese refugees and Vietnamese boat people come under British foreign policy.Vietnamese refugees and Vietnamese boat people come under British foreign policy.Vietnamese refugees and Vietnamese boat people come under British foreign policy.Vietnamese refugees and Vietnamese boat people come under British foreign policy.

No matter whether we agree or not, the policy is decided by the United KingdomNo matter whether we agree or not, the policy is decided by the United KingdomNo matter whether we agree or not, the policy is decided by the United KingdomNo matter whether we agree or not, the policy is decided by the United Kingdom

Government.  Despite all that, the number of Vietnamese they accepted is so small.Government.  Despite all that, the number of Vietnamese they accepted is so small.Government.  Despite all that, the number of Vietnamese they accepted is so small.Government.  Despite all that, the number of Vietnamese they accepted is so small.

As regards the expenditure, how much Britain has spent on the Vietnamese?  The caringAs regards the expenditure, how much Britain has spent on the Vietnamese?  The caringAs regards the expenditure, how much Britain has spent on the Vietnamese?  The caringAs regards the expenditure, how much Britain has spent on the Vietnamese?  The caring

of the Vietnamese has cost $5.056 billion since 1979.  Hong Kong and the Unitedof the Vietnamese has cost $5.056 billion since 1979.  Hong Kong and the Unitedof the Vietnamese has cost $5.056 billion since 1979.  Hong Kong and the Unitedof the Vietnamese has cost $5.056 billion since 1979.  Hong Kong and the United

Nations have paid $3.939 billion and $691 million respectively, while the UnitedNations have paid $3.939 billion and $691 million respectively, while the UnitedNations have paid $3.939 billion and $691 million respectively, while the UnitedNations have paid $3.939 billion and $691 million respectively, while the United

Kingdom Government has only paid $426 million, 8% of the total expenditure.  It isKingdom Government has only paid $426 million, 8% of the total expenditure.  It isKingdom Government has only paid $426 million, 8% of the total expenditure.  It isKingdom Government has only paid $426 million, 8% of the total expenditure.  It is

very scanty indeed and this has already been mentioned in the meeting of the Securityvery scanty indeed and this has already been mentioned in the meeting of the Securityvery scanty indeed and this has already been mentioned in the meeting of the Securityvery scanty indeed and this has already been mentioned in the meeting of the Security

Panel.  Mr Deputy President, I hope, from now on, Hong Kong's taxpayers should noPanel.  Mr Deputy President, I hope, from now on, Hong Kong's taxpayers should noPanel.  Mr Deputy President, I hope, from now on, Hong Kong's taxpayers should noPanel.  Mr Deputy President, I hope, from now on, Hong Kong's taxpayers should no

longer pay an extra cent to support these Vietnamese.  We have been, out oflonger pay an extra cent to support these Vietnamese.  We have been, out oflonger pay an extra cent to support these Vietnamese.  We have been, out oflonger pay an extra cent to support these Vietnamese.  We have been, out of

humanitarianism, accepting them, and hope that they can resettle in foreign countrieshumanitarianism, accepting them, and hope that they can resettle in foreign countrieshumanitarianism, accepting them, and hope that they can resettle in foreign countrieshumanitarianism, accepting them, and hope that they can resettle in foreign countries

or be repatriated.  I hope the Hong Kong government will relay to the United Kingdomor be repatriated.  I hope the Hong Kong government will relay to the United Kingdomor be repatriated.  I hope the Hong Kong government will relay to the United Kingdomor be repatriated.  I hope the Hong Kong government will relay to the United Kingdom

Government the fact that close to $4 billion paid by the Hong Kong people is alreadyGovernment the fact that close to $4 billion paid by the Hong Kong people is alreadyGovernment the fact that close to $4 billion paid by the Hong Kong people is alreadyGovernment the fact that close to $4 billion paid by the Hong Kong people is already

enough.  From now on, we do not want to pay any more money and I hope the United Kingdomenough.  From now on, we do not want to pay any more money and I hope the United Kingdomenough.  From now on, we do not want to pay any more money and I hope the United Kingdomenough.  From now on, we do not want to pay any more money and I hope the United Kingdom

Government will immediately shoulder all the responsibility.  People may argue thatGovernment will immediately shoulder all the responsibility.  People may argue thatGovernment will immediately shoulder all the responsibility.  People may argue thatGovernment will immediately shoulder all the responsibility.  People may argue that

we are just attempting the impossible, but I believe the request is right in principlewe are just attempting the impossible, but I believe the request is right in principlewe are just attempting the impossible, but I believe the request is right in principlewe are just attempting the impossible, but I believe the request is right in principle

and I hope all my colleagues will support it.  It will, as a result, impose very greatand I hope all my colleagues will support it.  It will, as a result, impose very greatand I hope all my colleagues will support it.  It will, as a result, impose very greatand I hope all my colleagues will support it.  It will, as a result, impose very great

pressure on Britain; yet I hope it will try to do its best in finding a solution topressure on Britain; yet I hope it will try to do its best in finding a solution topressure on Britain; yet I hope it will try to do its best in finding a solution topressure on Britain; yet I hope it will try to do its best in finding a solution to

this difficult problem as quickly as possible.this difficult problem as quickly as possible.this difficult problem as quickly as possible.this difficult problem as quickly as possible.

Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.



DR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support in principle theDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support in principle theDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support in principle theDR YEUNG SUM (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, I support in principle the

repatriation of Vietnamese boat people to Vietnam.  According to the Comprehensiverepatriation of Vietnamese boat people to Vietnam.  According to the Comprehensiverepatriation of Vietnamese boat people to Vietnam.  According to the Comprehensiverepatriation of Vietnamese boat people to Vietnam.  According to the Comprehensive

Plan of Action and the International Covenant on Human Rights, those screened outPlan of Action and the International Covenant on Human Rights, those screened outPlan of Action and the International Covenant on Human Rights, those screened outPlan of Action and the International Covenant on Human Rights, those screened out

as non-refugees should be repatriated to their country of origin.  The Hong Kongas non-refugees should be repatriated to their country of origin.  The Hong Kongas non-refugees should be repatriated to their country of origin.  The Hong Kongas non-refugees should be repatriated to their country of origin.  The Hong Kong

Government has, over the years, implemented procedures to determine the identity ofGovernment has, over the years, implemented procedures to determine the identity ofGovernment has, over the years, implemented procedures to determine the identity ofGovernment has, over the years, implemented procedures to determine the identity of

boat people.  These procedures are subject to the scrutiny of UNHCR and otherboat people.  These procedures are subject to the scrutiny of UNHCR and otherboat people.  These procedures are subject to the scrutiny of UNHCR and otherboat people.  These procedures are subject to the scrutiny of UNHCR and other

concerned groups on VBP.  If the boat people are aggrieved at the decision on theirconcerned groups on VBP.  If the boat people are aggrieved at the decision on theirconcerned groups on VBP.  If the boat people are aggrieved at the decision on theirconcerned groups on VBP.  If the boat people are aggrieved at the decision on their

status, they can lodge appeal through a proper channel.  There is of course room forstatus, they can lodge appeal through a proper channel.  There is of course room forstatus, they can lodge appeal through a proper channel.  There is of course room forstatus, they can lodge appeal through a proper channel.  There is of course room for

improvement so that the boat people can be treated in a fair manner.  According toimprovement so that the boat people can be treated in a fair manner.  According toimprovement so that the boat people can be treated in a fair manner.  According toimprovement so that the boat people can be treated in a fair manner.  According to

the statistics, up till 9 March this year, 31 682 boat people have been screened,the statistics, up till 9 March this year, 31 682 boat people have been screened,the statistics, up till 9 March this year, 31 682 boat people have been screened,the statistics, up till 9 March this year, 31 682 boat people have been screened,

of whom 4 414 have been screened-in as refugees and 22 268 have been screened-out.of whom 4 414 have been screened-in as refugees and 22 268 have been screened-out.of whom 4 414 have been screened-in as refugees and 22 268 have been screened-out.of whom 4 414 have been screened-in as refugees and 22 268 have been screened-out.

It can thus be seen that not all Vietnamese boat people stranded in the territoryIt can thus be seen that not all Vietnamese boat people stranded in the territoryIt can thus be seen that not all Vietnamese boat people stranded in the territoryIt can thus be seen that not all Vietnamese boat people stranded in the territory

are political refugees.  The above figures can also refute the recent statement madeare political refugees.  The above figures can also refute the recent statement madeare political refugees.  The above figures can also refute the recent statement madeare political refugees.  The above figures can also refute the recent statement made

by the American Vice President, Mr QUAYLE that all Vietnamese boat people strandedby the American Vice President, Mr QUAYLE that all Vietnamese boat people strandedby the American Vice President, Mr QUAYLE that all Vietnamese boat people strandedby the American Vice President, Mr QUAYLE that all Vietnamese boat people stranded

in Hong Kong are political refugees.in Hong Kong are political refugees.in Hong Kong are political refugees.in Hong Kong are political refugees.

Regarding the repatriation of boat people, there are two points worth noting.Regarding the repatriation of boat people, there are two points worth noting.Regarding the repatriation of boat people, there are two points worth noting.Regarding the repatriation of boat people, there are two points worth noting.

Firstly, the American Government should not oppose any further the orderlyFirstly, the American Government should not oppose any further the orderlyFirstly, the American Government should not oppose any further the orderlyFirstly, the American Government should not oppose any further the orderly

repatriation programme implemented by the Hong Kong Government.  As a matter of fact,repatriation programme implemented by the Hong Kong Government.  As a matter of fact,repatriation programme implemented by the Hong Kong Government.  As a matter of fact,repatriation programme implemented by the Hong Kong Government.  As a matter of fact,

the recent forced repatriation of Haitian boat people back to Haiti by the Unitedthe recent forced repatriation of Haitian boat people back to Haiti by the Unitedthe recent forced repatriation of Haitian boat people back to Haiti by the Unitedthe recent forced repatriation of Haitian boat people back to Haiti by the United

States Government could reveal the double standard adopted by the United StatesStates Government could reveal the double standard adopted by the United StatesStates Government could reveal the double standard adopted by the United StatesStates Government could reveal the double standard adopted by the United States

Government in judging the act of Hong Kong Government.  In order to facilitate aGovernment in judging the act of Hong Kong Government.  In order to facilitate aGovernment in judging the act of Hong Kong Government.  In order to facilitate aGovernment in judging the act of Hong Kong Government.  In order to facilitate a

smooth implementation of the voluntary repatriation programme, I hope the Unitedsmooth implementation of the voluntary repatriation programme, I hope the Unitedsmooth implementation of the voluntary repatriation programme, I hope the Unitedsmooth implementation of the voluntary repatriation programme, I hope the United

States Government would consider improving its relationship with the VietnameseStates Government would consider improving its relationship with the VietnameseStates Government would consider improving its relationship with the VietnameseStates Government would consider improving its relationship with the Vietnamese

Government and lifting the economic sanction against the country.Government and lifting the economic sanction against the country.Government and lifting the economic sanction against the country.Government and lifting the economic sanction against the country.

Meanwhile, the United Kingdom Government should also try its best to negotiateMeanwhile, the United Kingdom Government should also try its best to negotiateMeanwhile, the United Kingdom Government should also try its best to negotiateMeanwhile, the United Kingdom Government should also try its best to negotiate

with the Vietnamese Government with a view to speeding up the repatriation of boatwith the Vietnamese Government with a view to speeding up the repatriation of boatwith the Vietnamese Government with a view to speeding up the repatriation of boatwith the Vietnamese Government with a view to speeding up the repatriation of boat

people stranded in the territory.  And as Rev FUNG Chi-wood has pointed out, thepeople stranded in the territory.  And as Rev FUNG Chi-wood has pointed out, thepeople stranded in the territory.  And as Rev FUNG Chi-wood has pointed out, thepeople stranded in the territory.  And as Rev FUNG Chi-wood has pointed out, the

United Kingdom Government should increase its commitment on the expenses of the boatUnited Kingdom Government should increase its commitment on the expenses of the boatUnited Kingdom Government should increase its commitment on the expenses of the boatUnited Kingdom Government should increase its commitment on the expenses of the boat

people.people.people.people.

Secondly, I hope that the Hong Kong Government should be more transparent inSecondly, I hope that the Hong Kong Government should be more transparent inSecondly, I hope that the Hong Kong Government should be more transparent inSecondly, I hope that the Hong Kong Government should be more transparent in

repatriating the boat people and should refrain from the use of force as far asrepatriating the boat people and should refrain from the use of force as far asrepatriating the boat people and should refrain from the use of force as far asrepatriating the boat people and should refrain from the use of force as far as

possible so that the international image of Hong Kong will not be tarnished.  Wepossible so that the international image of Hong Kong will not be tarnished.  Wepossible so that the international image of Hong Kong will not be tarnished.  Wepossible so that the international image of Hong Kong will not be tarnished.  We

should learn a lesson from the previous repatriation exercise.should learn a lesson from the previous repatriation exercise.should learn a lesson from the previous repatriation exercise.should learn a lesson from the previous repatriation exercise.

Lastly, there are about 58 000 boat people in Hong Kong awaLastly, there are about 58 000 boat people in Hong Kong awaLastly, there are about 58 000 boat people in Hong Kong awaLastly, there are about 58 000 boat people in Hong Kong awaiting repatriation.iting repatriation.iting repatriation.iting repatriation.



The Government should keep a vigilant eye on the sentiments of those detained in closedThe Government should keep a vigilant eye on the sentiments of those detained in closedThe Government should keep a vigilant eye on the sentiments of those detained in closedThe Government should keep a vigilant eye on the sentiments of those detained in closed

camps.  The recent fighting amongst boat people further proves the need tocamps.  The recent fighting amongst boat people further proves the need tocamps.  The recent fighting amongst boat people further proves the need tocamps.  The recent fighting amongst boat people further proves the need to

accommodate separately the boat people from North Vietnam and those from South Vietnam.accommodate separately the boat people from North Vietnam and those from South Vietnam.accommodate separately the boat people from North Vietnam and those from South Vietnam.accommodate separately the boat people from North Vietnam and those from South Vietnam.

In fact, the anxieties during the waiting period will add fuel to the long-standingIn fact, the anxieties during the waiting period will add fuel to the long-standingIn fact, the anxieties during the waiting period will add fuel to the long-standingIn fact, the anxieties during the waiting period will add fuel to the long-standing

conflicts between these two groups of people.conflicts between these two groups of people.conflicts between these two groups of people.conflicts between these two groups of people.

Mr Deputy President, the plight of boat people stranded in Hong Kong isMr Deputy President, the plight of boat people stranded in Hong Kong isMr Deputy President, the plight of boat people stranded in Hong Kong isMr Deputy President, the plight of boat people stranded in Hong Kong is

sympathetic.  Hong Kong people have done a lot for the boat people and are concernedsympathetic.  Hong Kong people have done a lot for the boat people and are concernedsympathetic.  Hong Kong people have done a lot for the boat people and are concernedsympathetic.  Hong Kong people have done a lot for the boat people and are concerned

that they might have to look after the boat people forever.  The United Democratsthat they might have to look after the boat people forever.  The United Democratsthat they might have to look after the boat people forever.  The United Democratsthat they might have to look after the boat people forever.  The United Democrats

urge the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States and Vietnam to shoulderurge the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States and Vietnam to shoulderurge the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States and Vietnam to shoulderurge the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States and Vietnam to shoulder

greater responsibilities and to work hand in hand to solve the refugee problems ofgreater responsibilities and to work hand in hand to solve the refugee problems ofgreater responsibilities and to work hand in hand to solve the refugee problems ofgreater responsibilities and to work hand in hand to solve the refugee problems of

Hong Kong.  For those who are justly screened-in as political refugees, countriesHong Kong.  For those who are justly screened-in as political refugees, countriesHong Kong.  For those who are justly screened-in as political refugees, countriesHong Kong.  For those who are justly screened-in as political refugees, countries

other than Vietnam have the obligation to accept them, whereas for those who areother than Vietnam have the obligation to accept them, whereas for those who areother than Vietnam have the obligation to accept them, whereas for those who areother than Vietnam have the obligation to accept them, whereas for those who are

screened-out as non-political refugees, they should be repatriated to Vietnam as soonscreened-out as non-political refugees, they should be repatriated to Vietnam as soonscreened-out as non-political refugees, they should be repatriated to Vietnam as soonscreened-out as non-political refugees, they should be repatriated to Vietnam as soon

as possible.as possible.as possible.as possible.

MR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the matter for reply today is Voluntary ReturnMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the matter for reply today is Voluntary ReturnMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the matter for reply today is Voluntary ReturnMR HOWARD YOUNG: Mr Deputy President, the matter for reply today is Voluntary Return

Programme for Vietnamese Migrants but in addition to the voluntary programme we alsoProgramme for Vietnamese Migrants but in addition to the voluntary programme we alsoProgramme for Vietnamese Migrants but in addition to the voluntary programme we alsoProgramme for Vietnamese Migrants but in addition to the voluntary programme we also

have the exercise of mandatory repatriation.  I believe that we should not only puthave the exercise of mandatory repatriation.  I believe that we should not only puthave the exercise of mandatory repatriation.  I believe that we should not only puthave the exercise of mandatory repatriation.  I believe that we should not only put

the emphasis on one and neglect the other.  If and when necessary, we should alsothe emphasis on one and neglect the other.  If and when necessary, we should alsothe emphasis on one and neglect the other.  If and when necessary, we should alsothe emphasis on one and neglect the other.  If and when necessary, we should also

find ways and means of continuing the other programme in order to encourage morefind ways and means of continuing the other programme in order to encourage morefind ways and means of continuing the other programme in order to encourage morefind ways and means of continuing the other programme in order to encourage more

migrants to join in the voluntary programme.migrants to join in the voluntary programme.migrants to join in the voluntary programme.migrants to join in the voluntary programme.

At the risk of going off at a tangent to the topic raised by Mr BARROW, I wouldAt the risk of going off at a tangent to the topic raised by Mr BARROW, I wouldAt the risk of going off at a tangent to the topic raised by Mr BARROW, I wouldAt the risk of going off at a tangent to the topic raised by Mr BARROW, I would

like to use this opportunity to pay tribute to all those who took part in the verylike to use this opportunity to pay tribute to all those who took part in the verylike to use this opportunity to pay tribute to all those who took part in the verylike to use this opportunity to pay tribute to all those who took part in the very

difficult exercises in both the mandatory repatriation programmes and the voluntarydifficult exercises in both the mandatory repatriation programmes and the voluntarydifficult exercises in both the mandatory repatriation programmes and the voluntarydifficult exercises in both the mandatory repatriation programmes and the voluntary

ones, in particular, the mandatory programmes.  The first one was quite a trauma forones, in particular, the mandatory programmes.  The first one was quite a trauma forones, in particular, the mandatory programmes.  The first one was quite a trauma forones, in particular, the mandatory programmes.  The first one was quite a trauma for

many people but I think, all in all, it has shown that if Hong Kong is determinedmany people but I think, all in all, it has shown that if Hong Kong is determinedmany people but I think, all in all, it has shown that if Hong Kong is determinedmany people but I think, all in all, it has shown that if Hong Kong is determined

to do something it can do it well.  All of this was due to the meticulous planningto do something it can do it well.  All of this was due to the meticulous planningto do something it can do it well.  All of this was due to the meticulous planningto do something it can do it well.  All of this was due to the meticulous planning

by the security departments, the UNHCR and the Civil Aviation Department that resultedby the security departments, the UNHCR and the Civil Aviation Department that resultedby the security departments, the UNHCR and the Civil Aviation Department that resultedby the security departments, the UNHCR and the Civil Aviation Department that resulted

in minimum disruption to the airport operations on the first occasion.  In fact thein minimum disruption to the airport operations on the first occasion.  In fact thein minimum disruption to the airport operations on the first occasion.  In fact thein minimum disruption to the airport operations on the first occasion.  In fact the

second occasion was a great improvement on that as well.second occasion was a great improvement on that as well.second occasion was a great improvement on that as well.second occasion was a great improvement on that as well.

Yesterday, I was with Mrs Rita FAN wYesterday, I was with Mrs Rita FAN wYesterday, I was with Mrs Rita FAN wYesterday, I was with Mrs Rita FAN when we met this group that was concerned withhen we met this group that was concerned withhen we met this group that was concerned withhen we met this group that was concerned with

the Vietnamese migrants.  I believe that in considering what action we should takethe Vietnamese migrants.  I believe that in considering what action we should takethe Vietnamese migrants.  I believe that in considering what action we should takethe Vietnamese migrants.  I believe that in considering what action we should take

we should recognize that there are things that we can do but cannot control -- therewe should recognize that there are things that we can do but cannot control -- therewe should recognize that there are things that we can do but cannot control -- therewe should recognize that there are things that we can do but cannot control -- there

are some things that we can do but also control.  Under those that we cannot controlare some things that we can do but also control.  Under those that we cannot controlare some things that we can do but also control.  Under those that we cannot controlare some things that we can do but also control.  Under those that we cannot control



is that we can shout till the face is blue for the American Government to lift theis that we can shout till the face is blue for the American Government to lift theis that we can shout till the face is blue for the American Government to lift theis that we can shout till the face is blue for the American Government to lift the

embargo, for them to take on whoever they deem to be political refugees, and alsoembargo, for them to take on whoever they deem to be political refugees, and alsoembargo, for them to take on whoever they deem to be political refugees, and alsoembargo, for them to take on whoever they deem to be political refugees, and also

to give aid to Vietnam, but this is not our purse-string and therefore we cannotto give aid to Vietnam, but this is not our purse-string and therefore we cannotto give aid to Vietnam, but this is not our purse-string and therefore we cannotto give aid to Vietnam, but this is not our purse-string and therefore we cannot

control it.control it.control it.control it.

There was one suggestion yesterday that we should consider whether the buildingThere was one suggestion yesterday that we should consider whether the buildingThere was one suggestion yesterday that we should consider whether the buildingThere was one suggestion yesterday that we should consider whether the building

of a transit centre in Vietnam would in fact help to speed up the process.  Thisof a transit centre in Vietnam would in fact help to speed up the process.  Thisof a transit centre in Vietnam would in fact help to speed up the process.  Thisof a transit centre in Vietnam would in fact help to speed up the process.  This

concerned group who had recently come back from Vietnam said that one of the factorsconcerned group who had recently come back from Vietnam said that one of the factorsconcerned group who had recently come back from Vietnam said that one of the factorsconcerned group who had recently come back from Vietnam said that one of the factors

that was inhibiting the smooth processing of the returnees in Vietnam was lack ofthat was inhibiting the smooth processing of the returnees in Vietnam was lack ofthat was inhibiting the smooth processing of the returnees in Vietnam was lack ofthat was inhibiting the smooth processing of the returnees in Vietnam was lack of

facilities.  I believe we should explore whether, for a reasonable sum of money, Hongfacilities.  I believe we should explore whether, for a reasonable sum of money, Hongfacilities.  I believe we should explore whether, for a reasonable sum of money, Hongfacilities.  I believe we should explore whether, for a reasonable sum of money, Hong

Kong could contribute to such a facility in Vietnam.  If we could in return see aKong could contribute to such a facility in Vietnam.  If we could in return see aKong could contribute to such a facility in Vietnam.  If we could in return see aKong could contribute to such a facility in Vietnam.  If we could in return see a

speeding up of the process we might find that we would be saving our resources andspeeding up of the process we might find that we would be saving our resources andspeeding up of the process we might find that we would be saving our resources andspeeding up of the process we might find that we would be saving our resources and

funds in the long run.funds in the long run.funds in the long run.funds in the long run.

The second thing that I believe we can do and also control is related to theThe second thing that I believe we can do and also control is related to theThe second thing that I believe we can do and also control is related to theThe second thing that I believe we can do and also control is related to the

suggestion in the letter addressed to Mrs FAN which she read out earlier, that is,suggestion in the letter addressed to Mrs FAN which she read out earlier, that is,suggestion in the letter addressed to Mrs FAN which she read out earlier, that is,suggestion in the letter addressed to Mrs FAN which she read out earlier, that is,

how we can communicate to the Vietnamese migrants in the camps now that there is ahow we can communicate to the Vietnamese migrants in the camps now that there is ahow we can communicate to the Vietnamese migrants in the camps now that there is ahow we can communicate to the Vietnamese migrants in the camps now that there is a

future there and that they will not be persecuted on their return.future there and that they will not be persecuted on their return.future there and that they will not be persecuted on their return.future there and that they will not be persecuted on their return.

I believe that in addition to exploring whether we can sponsoI believe that in addition to exploring whether we can sponsoI believe that in addition to exploring whether we can sponsoI believe that in addition to exploring whether we can sponsor Vietnameser Vietnameser Vietnameser Vietnamese

officials to come and explain it, perhaps there are live examples of people who haveofficials to come and explain it, perhaps there are live examples of people who haveofficials to come and explain it, perhaps there are live examples of people who haveofficials to come and explain it, perhaps there are live examples of people who have

actually gone back over the last few years and have not been persecuted, have beenactually gone back over the last few years and have not been persecuted, have beenactually gone back over the last few years and have not been persecuted, have beenactually gone back over the last few years and have not been persecuted, have been

able to stand on their own feet economically, and might be willing to come back, ifable to stand on their own feet economically, and might be willing to come back, ifable to stand on their own feet economically, and might be willing to come back, ifable to stand on their own feet economically, and might be willing to come back, if

sponsored by Hong Kong, to tell their fellow countrymen in the camps here now thatsponsored by Hong Kong, to tell their fellow countrymen in the camps here now thatsponsored by Hong Kong, to tell their fellow countrymen in the camps here now thatsponsored by Hong Kong, to tell their fellow countrymen in the camps here now that

for them going back is the only way out.  I believe if we can find some Vietnamesefor them going back is the only way out.  I believe if we can find some Vietnamesefor them going back is the only way out.  I believe if we can find some Vietnamesefor them going back is the only way out.  I believe if we can find some Vietnamese

people willing to do that, it will not be wrong to give them, at our expense, a slightpeople willing to do that, it will not be wrong to give them, at our expense, a slightpeople willing to do that, it will not be wrong to give them, at our expense, a slightpeople willing to do that, it will not be wrong to give them, at our expense, a slight

perk of enjoying Hong Kong's designation as a "shopper's paradise" for a few days,perk of enjoying Hong Kong's designation as a "shopper's paradise" for a few days,perk of enjoying Hong Kong's designation as a "shopper's paradise" for a few days,perk of enjoying Hong Kong's designation as a "shopper's paradise" for a few days,

in return.in return.in return.in return.

MR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, there was an absurd war inMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, there was an absurd war inMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, there was an absurd war inMR WONG WAI-YIN (in Cantonese): Mr Deputy President, there was an absurd war in

contemporary history.  It was the Russo-Japanese war which took place on Chinesecontemporary history.  It was the Russo-Japanese war which took place on Chinesecontemporary history.  It was the Russo-Japanese war which took place on Chinesecontemporary history.  It was the Russo-Japanese war which took place on Chinese

territory.  The major victim of this war was neither Japan nor Russia, but China.territory.  The major victim of this war was neither Japan nor Russia, but China.territory.  The major victim of this war was neither Japan nor Russia, but China.territory.  The major victim of this war was neither Japan nor Russia, but China.

Now, the fact that Hong Kong has to shoulder the greatest share of responsibilityNow, the fact that Hong Kong has to shoulder the greatest share of responsibilityNow, the fact that Hong Kong has to shoulder the greatest share of responsibilityNow, the fact that Hong Kong has to shoulder the greatest share of responsibility

in dealing with the Vietnamese boat people problem arising from the war between thein dealing with the Vietnamese boat people problem arising from the war between thein dealing with the Vietnamese boat people problem arising from the war between thein dealing with the Vietnamese boat people problem arising from the war between the

United States and Vietnam is equally absurd.  For the past ten years or so, Hong KongUnited States and Vietnam is equally absurd.  For the past ten years or so, Hong KongUnited States and Vietnam is equally absurd.  For the past ten years or so, Hong KongUnited States and Vietnam is equally absurd.  For the past ten years or so, Hong Kong

people have been very unhappy with the Hong Kong Government's adoption and mannerpeople have been very unhappy with the Hong Kong Government's adoption and mannerpeople have been very unhappy with the Hong Kong Government's adoption and mannerpeople have been very unhappy with the Hong Kong Government's adoption and manner

of implementation of the overall boat people policy and related policies.  Theirof implementation of the overall boat people policy and related policies.  Theirof implementation of the overall boat people policy and related policies.  Theirof implementation of the overall boat people policy and related policies.  Their



grievances focus on matters ranging from the drain on our economy, the nuisancesgrievances focus on matters ranging from the drain on our economy, the nuisancesgrievances focus on matters ranging from the drain on our economy, the nuisancesgrievances focus on matters ranging from the drain on our economy, the nuisances

generated by the Vietnamese boat people to the Government's indifference to localgenerated by the Vietnamese boat people to the Government's indifference to localgenerated by the Vietnamese boat people to the Government's indifference to localgenerated by the Vietnamese boat people to the Government's indifference to local

organizations' and even to district boards' views.  All these points have beenorganizations' and even to district boards' views.  All these points have beenorganizations' and even to district boards' views.  All these points have beenorganizations' and even to district boards' views.  All these points have been

mentioned on many occasions, and I am not going to restate them in my speech.mentioned on many occasions, and I am not going to restate them in my speech.mentioned on many occasions, and I am not going to restate them in my speech.mentioned on many occasions, and I am not going to restate them in my speech.

While we are here discussing the voluntary return programme for Vietnamese boatWhile we are here discussing the voluntary return programme for Vietnamese boatWhile we are here discussing the voluntary return programme for Vietnamese boatWhile we are here discussing the voluntary return programme for Vietnamese boat

people, Meeting Point is in full support of orderly return.  Just now, many Memberspeople, Meeting Point is in full support of orderly return.  Just now, many Memberspeople, Meeting Point is in full support of orderly return.  Just now, many Memberspeople, Meeting Point is in full support of orderly return.  Just now, many Members

have suggested various ways to accelerate the pace of the voluntary or orderly returnhave suggested various ways to accelerate the pace of the voluntary or orderly returnhave suggested various ways to accelerate the pace of the voluntary or orderly returnhave suggested various ways to accelerate the pace of the voluntary or orderly return

programme.  The acceptance of greater responsibility by Britain is one of the waysprogramme.  The acceptance of greater responsibility by Britain is one of the waysprogramme.  The acceptance of greater responsibility by Britain is one of the waysprogramme.  The acceptance of greater responsibility by Britain is one of the ways

out.  International co-operation and endeavour is necessary in resolving the problem.out.  International co-operation and endeavour is necessary in resolving the problem.out.  International co-operation and endeavour is necessary in resolving the problem.out.  International co-operation and endeavour is necessary in resolving the problem.

In particular, the United States must hasten normalization of relations with VietnamIn particular, the United States must hasten normalization of relations with VietnamIn particular, the United States must hasten normalization of relations with VietnamIn particular, the United States must hasten normalization of relations with Vietnam

and increase its economic aid to Vietnam for the rebuilding of the Vietnamese society.and increase its economic aid to Vietnam for the rebuilding of the Vietnamese society.and increase its economic aid to Vietnam for the rebuilding of the Vietnamese society.and increase its economic aid to Vietnam for the rebuilding of the Vietnamese society.

Meeting Point fully supports all these views.  We believe, however, that the co-Meeting Point fully supports all these views.  We believe, however, that the co-Meeting Point fully supports all these views.  We believe, however, that the co-Meeting Point fully supports all these views.  We believe, however, that the co-

operation of the Vietnamese Government is also an essential factor towards theoperation of the Vietnamese Government is also an essential factor towards theoperation of the Vietnamese Government is also an essential factor towards theoperation of the Vietnamese Government is also an essential factor towards the

solution of the problem.  It must indicate its bona fide intention to receive thesolution of the problem.  It must indicate its bona fide intention to receive thesolution of the problem.  It must indicate its bona fide intention to receive thesolution of the problem.  It must indicate its bona fide intention to receive the

boat people sent back under the orderly repatriation programme.  It must also tryboat people sent back under the orderly repatriation programme.  It must also tryboat people sent back under the orderly repatriation programme.  It must also tryboat people sent back under the orderly repatriation programme.  It must also try

to do its best in stemming the outflow of illegal emigrants and contain the corruptto do its best in stemming the outflow of illegal emigrants and contain the corruptto do its best in stemming the outflow of illegal emigrants and contain the corruptto do its best in stemming the outflow of illegal emigrants and contain the corrupt

and unlawful migration activities.  In addition, the Vietnamese Government shouldand unlawful migration activities.  In addition, the Vietnamese Government shouldand unlawful migration activities.  In addition, the Vietnamese Government shouldand unlawful migration activities.  In addition, the Vietnamese Government should

issue more passports for its citizens to leave their country in an orderly fashionissue more passports for its citizens to leave their country in an orderly fashionissue more passports for its citizens to leave their country in an orderly fashionissue more passports for its citizens to leave their country in an orderly fashion

for the purpose of reunion with their relatives overseas.for the purpose of reunion with their relatives overseas.for the purpose of reunion with their relatives overseas.for the purpose of reunion with their relatives overseas.

Some Members have just mentioned the apparent lull in the influx of boat peopleSome Members have just mentioned the apparent lull in the influx of boat peopleSome Members have just mentioned the apparent lull in the influx of boat peopleSome Members have just mentioned the apparent lull in the influx of boat people

these days as grounds to rationalize the preservation of our first asylum policy.these days as grounds to rationalize the preservation of our first asylum policy.these days as grounds to rationalize the preservation of our first asylum policy.these days as grounds to rationalize the preservation of our first asylum policy.

Is the situation that optimistic?  I believe we can only come to a conclusion afterIs the situation that optimistic?  I believe we can only come to a conclusion afterIs the situation that optimistic?  I believe we can only come to a conclusion afterIs the situation that optimistic?  I believe we can only come to a conclusion after

a period of observation.  We have learnt from experience that it would be pure wishfula period of observation.  We have learnt from experience that it would be pure wishfula period of observation.  We have learnt from experience that it would be pure wishfula period of observation.  We have learnt from experience that it would be pure wishful

thinking to imagine that the problem could be resolved by relying on others.  Sothinking to imagine that the problem could be resolved by relying on others.  Sothinking to imagine that the problem could be resolved by relying on others.  Sothinking to imagine that the problem could be resolved by relying on others.  So

Meeting Point feels that the Hong Kong Government should be resolute.  It should,Meeting Point feels that the Hong Kong Government should be resolute.  It should,Meeting Point feels that the Hong Kong Government should be resolute.  It should,Meeting Point feels that the Hong Kong Government should be resolute.  It should,

in the first place, set a timetable for orderly repatriation, sending back a certainin the first place, set a timetable for orderly repatriation, sending back a certainin the first place, set a timetable for orderly repatriation, sending back a certainin the first place, set a timetable for orderly repatriation, sending back a certain

number of Vietnamese boat people within a fixed period.  If the voluntary returnnumber of Vietnamese boat people within a fixed period.  If the voluntary returnnumber of Vietnamese boat people within a fixed period.  If the voluntary returnnumber of Vietnamese boat people within a fixed period.  If the voluntary return

programme is not proceeding so well as expected the Hong Kong Government should seekprogramme is not proceeding so well as expected the Hong Kong Government should seekprogramme is not proceeding so well as expected the Hong Kong Government should seekprogramme is not proceeding so well as expected the Hong Kong Government should seek

the international community's understanding.  As a matter of fact, the greatestthe international community's understanding.  As a matter of fact, the greatestthe international community's understanding.  As a matter of fact, the greatestthe international community's understanding.  As a matter of fact, the greatest

hindrance to the success of these measures originates from the United States.  Beinghindrance to the success of these measures originates from the United States.  Beinghindrance to the success of these measures originates from the United States.  Beinghindrance to the success of these measures originates from the United States.  Being

the sovereign state of Hong Kong, Britain should step up communication with the Unitedthe sovereign state of Hong Kong, Britain should step up communication with the Unitedthe sovereign state of Hong Kong, Britain should step up communication with the Unitedthe sovereign state of Hong Kong, Britain should step up communication with the United

States.  Should the voluntary repatriation programme eventually prove to be a failure,States.  Should the voluntary repatriation programme eventually prove to be a failure,States.  Should the voluntary repatriation programme eventually prove to be a failure,States.  Should the voluntary repatriation programme eventually prove to be a failure,

the Hong Kong Government must reconsider the implementation of the mandatorythe Hong Kong Government must reconsider the implementation of the mandatorythe Hong Kong Government must reconsider the implementation of the mandatorythe Hong Kong Government must reconsider the implementation of the mandatory

repatriation programme.  In that case, the Hong Kong Government must work harder torepatriation programme.  In that case, the Hong Kong Government must work harder torepatriation programme.  In that case, the Hong Kong Government must work harder torepatriation programme.  In that case, the Hong Kong Government must work harder to

improve the fairness and pace of the much-criticized screening process and to provideimprove the fairness and pace of the much-criticized screening process and to provideimprove the fairness and pace of the much-criticized screening process and to provideimprove the fairness and pace of the much-criticized screening process and to provide

more aid to the Vietnamese boat people.  Take the translation service as an example.more aid to the Vietnamese boat people.  Take the translation service as an example.more aid to the Vietnamese boat people.  Take the translation service as an example.more aid to the Vietnamese boat people.  Take the translation service as an example.



More time should be allowed for the boat people to enunciate the reasons for fleeingMore time should be allowed for the boat people to enunciate the reasons for fleeingMore time should be allowed for the boat people to enunciate the reasons for fleeingMore time should be allowed for the boat people to enunciate the reasons for fleeing

from Vietnam.  Meeting Point absolutely supports the return of Vietnamese boat people,from Vietnam.  Meeting Point absolutely supports the return of Vietnamese boat people,from Vietnam.  Meeting Point absolutely supports the return of Vietnamese boat people,from Vietnam.  Meeting Point absolutely supports the return of Vietnamese boat people,

through various means, to their home country to start a new life.  Hong Kong can thenthrough various means, to their home country to start a new life.  Hong Kong can thenthrough various means, to their home country to start a new life.  Hong Kong can thenthrough various means, to their home country to start a new life.  Hong Kong can then

lay down the heavy burden it has been carrying for more than ten years.  We sincerelylay down the heavy burden it has been carrying for more than ten years.  We sincerelylay down the heavy burden it has been carrying for more than ten years.  We sincerelylay down the heavy burden it has been carrying for more than ten years.  We sincerely

hope that the Hong Kong Government and our sovereign state Britain will on the onehope that the Hong Kong Government and our sovereign state Britain will on the onehope that the Hong Kong Government and our sovereign state Britain will on the onehope that the Hong Kong Government and our sovereign state Britain will on the one

hand continue to seek endorsement and understanding from the United States and thehand continue to seek endorsement and understanding from the United States and thehand continue to seek endorsement and understanding from the United States and thehand continue to seek endorsement and understanding from the United States and the

international community, while on the other hand draw up a definite timetable forinternational community, while on the other hand draw up a definite timetable forinternational community, while on the other hand draw up a definite timetable forinternational community, while on the other hand draw up a definite timetable for

the implementation of the orderly repatriation programme.the implementation of the orderly repatriation programme.the implementation of the orderly repatriation programme.the implementation of the orderly repatriation programme.

Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.Thank you, Mr Deputy President.

8.35 pm8.35 pm8.35 pm8.35 pm

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I am glad to have had the opportunitySECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I am glad to have had the opportunitySECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I am glad to have had the opportunitySECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Mr Deputy President, I am glad to have had the opportunity

today to listen to Members' views on the subject of the voluntary return programmetoday to listen to Members' views on the subject of the voluntary return programmetoday to listen to Members' views on the subject of the voluntary return programmetoday to listen to Members' views on the subject of the voluntary return programme

for Vietnamese migrants.  Some four and a half months after the conclusion of ourfor Vietnamese migrants.  Some four and a half months after the conclusion of ourfor Vietnamese migrants.  Some four and a half months after the conclusion of ourfor Vietnamese migrants.  Some four and a half months after the conclusion of our

agreement with Vietnam on the repatriation of the screened out is a good time to takeagreement with Vietnam on the repatriation of the screened out is a good time to takeagreement with Vietnam on the repatriation of the screened out is a good time to takeagreement with Vietnam on the repatriation of the screened out is a good time to take

stock of what we have achieved since then, where we now stand, and what are thestock of what we have achieved since then, where we now stand, and what are thestock of what we have achieved since then, where we now stand, and what are thestock of what we have achieved since then, where we now stand, and what are the

prospects for the future.prospects for the future.prospects for the future.prospects for the future.

Repatriation is going well.   In  the  first seven months of 1991,  some     2Repatriation is going well.   In  the  first seven months of 1991,  some     2Repatriation is going well.   In  the  first seven months of 1991,  some     2Repatriation is going well.   In  the  first seven months of 1991,  some     2

000 people returned from Hong Kong to Vietnam; in the past seven months, almost 8000 people returned from Hong Kong to Vietnam; in the past seven months, almost 8000 people returned from Hong Kong to Vietnam; in the past seven months, almost 8000 people returned from Hong Kong to Vietnam; in the past seven months, almost 8

000 have returned.  The voluntary repatriation scheme has developed momentum, and000 have returned.  The voluntary repatriation scheme has developed momentum, and000 have returned.  The voluntary repatriation scheme has developed momentum, and000 have returned.  The voluntary repatriation scheme has developed momentum, and

I expect that this will be maintained.  Over 270 people returned on today's flight,I expect that this will be maintained.  Over 270 people returned on today's flight,I expect that this will be maintained.  Over 270 people returned on today's flight,I expect that this will be maintained.  Over 270 people returned on today's flight,

and the total this month should again exceed 1 000.  It is no coincidence that thisand the total this month should again exceed 1 000.  It is no coincidence that thisand the total this month should again exceed 1 000.  It is no coincidence that thisand the total this month should again exceed 1 000.  It is no coincidence that this

upturn in the voluntary repatriation programme and the equally significant drop offupturn in the voluntary repatriation programme and the equally significant drop offupturn in the voluntary repatriation programme and the equally significant drop offupturn in the voluntary repatriation programme and the equally significant drop off

in arrivals have taken place at precisely the time of the conclusion of our agreementin arrivals have taken place at precisely the time of the conclusion of our agreementin arrivals have taken place at precisely the time of the conclusion of our agreementin arrivals have taken place at precisely the time of the conclusion of our agreement

on repatriation with Vietnam last October.on repatriation with Vietnam last October.on repatriation with Vietnam last October.on repatriation with Vietnam last October.

The effect of the increase in the numbers returning to Vietnam, and the absenceThe effect of the increase in the numbers returning to Vietnam, and the absenceThe effect of the increase in the numbers returning to Vietnam, and the absenceThe effect of the increase in the numbers returning to Vietnam, and the absence

of new arrivals, has been a reduction in the overall population of some 7 000 in theof new arrivals, has been a reduction in the overall population of some 7 000 in theof new arrivals, has been a reduction in the overall population of some 7 000 in theof new arrivals, has been a reduction in the overall population of some 7 000 in the

last five months.last five months.last five months.last five months.

I share the wish of Members who have spoken this evening that repatriation shouldI share the wish of Members who have spoken this evening that repatriation shouldI share the wish of Members who have spoken this evening that repatriation shouldI share the wish of Members who have spoken this evening that repatriation should

be accelerated.  We will continue to do all we can to achieve this and to encouragebe accelerated.  We will continue to do all we can to achieve this and to encouragebe accelerated.  We will continue to do all we can to achieve this and to encouragebe accelerated.  We will continue to do all we can to achieve this and to encourage

more volunteers to return to Vietnam.more volunteers to return to Vietnam.more volunteers to return to Vietnam.more volunteers to return to Vietnam.



It isIt isIt isIt is clear that almost all those who have left Vietnam in recent years have done clear that almost all those who have left Vietnam in recent years have done clear that almost all those who have left Vietnam in recent years have done clear that almost all those who have left Vietnam in recent years have done

so because of the lack of economic prospects in Vietnam.  I agree entirely with Mrso because of the lack of economic prospects in Vietnam.  I agree entirely with Mrso because of the lack of economic prospects in Vietnam.  I agree entirely with Mrso because of the lack of economic prospects in Vietnam.  I agree entirely with Mr

BARROW that the lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnam, access by VietnamBARROW that the lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnam, access by VietnamBARROW that the lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnam, access by VietnamBARROW that the lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnam, access by Vietnam

to funds from the international financial institutions and the normalization ofto funds from the international financial institutions and the normalization ofto funds from the international financial institutions and the normalization ofto funds from the international financial institutions and the normalization of

relations between the United States and Vietnam are very important in improvingrelations between the United States and Vietnam are very important in improvingrelations between the United States and Vietnam are very important in improvingrelations between the United States and Vietnam are very important in improving

economic prospects in Vietnam, and should give a great boost to voluntary repatriation.economic prospects in Vietnam, and should give a great boost to voluntary repatriation.economic prospects in Vietnam, and should give a great boost to voluntary repatriation.economic prospects in Vietnam, and should give a great boost to voluntary repatriation.

We and the United Kingdom Government have left the United States Government in noWe and the United Kingdom Government have left the United States Government in noWe and the United Kingdom Government have left the United States Government in noWe and the United Kingdom Government have left the United States Government in no

doubt that in our view the ending of the United States embargo would help to resolvedoubt that in our view the ending of the United States embargo would help to resolvedoubt that in our view the ending of the United States embargo would help to resolvedoubt that in our view the ending of the United States embargo would help to resolve

this problem by offering better prospects to those now in Hong Kong if they returnthis problem by offering better prospects to those now in Hong Kong if they returnthis problem by offering better prospects to those now in Hong Kong if they returnthis problem by offering better prospects to those now in Hong Kong if they return

to Vietnam, and by removing the incentive for others to leave Vietnam.  From our pointto Vietnam, and by removing the incentive for others to leave Vietnam.  From our pointto Vietnam, and by removing the incentive for others to leave Vietnam.  From our pointto Vietnam, and by removing the incentive for others to leave Vietnam.  From our point

of view it cannot happen too soon.of view it cannot happen too soon.of view it cannot happen too soon.of view it cannot happen too soon.

The real constraint on the voluntary repatriation scheme in recent months hasThe real constraint on the voluntary repatriation scheme in recent months hasThe real constraint on the voluntary repatriation scheme in recent months hasThe real constraint on the voluntary repatriation scheme in recent months has

been the numbers which the Vietnamese Government feels able to accept back andbeen the numbers which the Vietnamese Government feels able to accept back andbeen the numbers which the Vietnamese Government feels able to accept back andbeen the numbers which the Vietnamese Government feels able to accept back and

reintegrate.  There are two schemes to assist the reintegration of returnees inreintegrate.  There are two schemes to assist the reintegration of returnees inreintegrate.  There are two schemes to assist the reintegration of returnees inreintegrate.  There are two schemes to assist the reintegration of returnees in

Vietnam -- the UNHCR scheme and the European Community scheme.  The UNHCR scheme isVietnam -- the UNHCR scheme and the European Community scheme.  The UNHCR scheme isVietnam -- the UNHCR scheme and the European Community scheme.  The UNHCR scheme isVietnam -- the UNHCR scheme and the European Community scheme.  The UNHCR scheme is

geared to direct help to the individual, although small sums in addition are givengeared to direct help to the individual, although small sums in addition are givengeared to direct help to the individual, although small sums in addition are givengeared to direct help to the individual, although small sums in addition are given

to the local community to which people must return.  The UNHCR is now consideringto the local community to which people must return.  The UNHCR is now consideringto the local community to which people must return.  The UNHCR is now consideringto the local community to which people must return.  The UNHCR is now considering

whether the emphasis of the scheme might be changed to give more assistance to localwhether the emphasis of the scheme might be changed to give more assistance to localwhether the emphasis of the scheme might be changed to give more assistance to localwhether the emphasis of the scheme might be changed to give more assistance to local

communities.  We support this.  The European Community scheme is newer, andcommunities.  We support this.  The European Community scheme is newer, andcommunities.  We support this.  The European Community scheme is newer, andcommunities.  We support this.  The European Community scheme is newer, and

potentially much more significant in scale.  The assistance covers job training,potentially much more significant in scale.  The assistance covers job training,potentially much more significant in scale.  The assistance covers job training,potentially much more significant in scale.  The assistance covers job training,

loans to establish small businesses and infrastructure projects in some of the poorerloans to establish small businesses and infrastructure projects in some of the poorerloans to establish small businesses and infrastructure projects in some of the poorerloans to establish small businesses and infrastructure projects in some of the poorer

areas from which migrants come.  The European Community and the Vietnamese Governmentareas from which migrants come.  The European Community and the Vietnamese Governmentareas from which migrants come.  The European Community and the Vietnamese Governmentareas from which migrants come.  The European Community and the Vietnamese Government

have very recently signed a new agreement extending the initial pilot scheme intohave very recently signed a new agreement extending the initial pilot scheme intohave very recently signed a new agreement extending the initial pilot scheme intohave very recently signed a new agreement extending the initial pilot scheme into

a full two-and-a-half-year programme covering 17 provinces, including all the areasa full two-and-a-half-year programme covering 17 provinces, including all the areasa full two-and-a-half-year programme covering 17 provinces, including all the areasa full two-and-a-half-year programme covering 17 provinces, including all the areas

from which migrants have come.  This full programme will be worth over US$110 million.from which migrants have come.  This full programme will be worth over US$110 million.from which migrants have come.  This full programme will be worth over US$110 million.from which migrants have come.  This full programme will be worth over US$110 million.

We welcome this initiative from the European Community, which should greatly assistWe welcome this initiative from the European Community, which should greatly assistWe welcome this initiative from the European Community, which should greatly assistWe welcome this initiative from the European Community, which should greatly assist

the reintegration of returnees, and so promote voluntary repatriation.the reintegration of returnees, and so promote voluntary repatriation.the reintegration of returnees, and so promote voluntary repatriation.the reintegration of returnees, and so promote voluntary repatriation.

We also recognize the importance of giving people in the camps as much informationWe also recognize the importance of giving people in the camps as much informationWe also recognize the importance of giving people in the camps as much informationWe also recognize the importance of giving people in the camps as much information

as possible about how life in Vietnam is changing and about the treatment they willas possible about how life in Vietnam is changing and about the treatment they willas possible about how life in Vietnam is changing and about the treatment they willas possible about how life in Vietnam is changing and about the treatment they will

receive on return.  It is not easy for the Hong Kong Government to do this directly.receive on return.  It is not easy for the Hong Kong Government to do this directly.receive on return.  It is not easy for the Hong Kong Government to do this directly.receive on return.  It is not easy for the Hong Kong Government to do this directly.

We do not have staff who can speak with authority about conditions in Vietnam, andWe do not have staff who can speak with authority about conditions in Vietnam, andWe do not have staff who can speak with authority about conditions in Vietnam, andWe do not have staff who can speak with authority about conditions in Vietnam, and

we are always likely to lack credibility to those in detention centres.  We thereforewe are always likely to lack credibility to those in detention centres.  We thereforewe are always likely to lack credibility to those in detention centres.  We thereforewe are always likely to lack credibility to those in detention centres.  We therefore

rely heavily upon UNHCR, all of whose 200 staff here are engaged in counsellingrely heavily upon UNHCR, all of whose 200 staff here are engaged in counsellingrely heavily upon UNHCR, all of whose 200 staff here are engaged in counsellingrely heavily upon UNHCR, all of whose 200 staff here are engaged in counselling

whenever they visit the camps.  The 40 or so staff posted permanently to the campswhenever they visit the camps.  The 40 or so staff posted permanently to the campswhenever they visit the camps.  The 40 or so staff posted permanently to the campswhenever they visit the camps.  The 40 or so staff posted permanently to the camps

are engaged full time on counselling, some fluent in Vietnamese and others workingare engaged full time on counselling, some fluent in Vietnamese and others workingare engaged full time on counselling, some fluent in Vietnamese and others workingare engaged full time on counselling, some fluent in Vietnamese and others working

through well qualified interpreters.  But the Government has established a small teamthrough well qualified interpreters.  But the Government has established a small teamthrough well qualified interpreters.  But the Government has established a small teamthrough well qualified interpreters.  But the Government has established a small team



of Correctional Services welfare officers experienced in counselling.  They haveof Correctional Services welfare officers experienced in counselling.  They haveof Correctional Services welfare officers experienced in counselling.  They haveof Correctional Services welfare officers experienced in counselling.  They have

concentrated on new arrivals, and had considerable success.  We also welcome theconcentrated on new arrivals, and had considerable success.  We also welcome theconcentrated on new arrivals, and had considerable success.  We also welcome theconcentrated on new arrivals, and had considerable success.  We also welcome the

initiative of the American Government to post to this region for one year a seniorinitiative of the American Government to post to this region for one year a seniorinitiative of the American Government to post to this region for one year a seniorinitiative of the American Government to post to this region for one year a senior

American official with eight years first-hand experience of Vietnam and fluent inAmerican official with eight years first-hand experience of Vietnam and fluent inAmerican official with eight years first-hand experience of Vietnam and fluent inAmerican official with eight years first-hand experience of Vietnam and fluent in

the language.  His job is full-time repatriation counselling, and he will spend halfthe language.  His job is full-time repatriation counselling, and he will spend halfthe language.  His job is full-time repatriation counselling, and he will spend halfthe language.  His job is full-time repatriation counselling, and he will spend half

of his time in Hong Kong.of his time in Hong Kong.of his time in Hong Kong.of his time in Hong Kong.

There is no better incentive for voluntary return than the experience of thoseThere is no better incentive for voluntary return than the experience of thoseThere is no better incentive for voluntary return than the experience of thoseThere is no better incentive for voluntary return than the experience of those

who have returned to Vietnam and re-established themselves successfully there.  Overwho have returned to Vietnam and re-established themselves successfully there.  Overwho have returned to Vietnam and re-established themselves successfully there.  Overwho have returned to Vietnam and re-established themselves successfully there.  Over

16 000 persons have now returned to Vietnam from Hong Kong in the past three years,16 000 persons have now returned to Vietnam from Hong Kong in the past three years,16 000 persons have now returned to Vietnam from Hong Kong in the past three years,16 000 persons have now returned to Vietnam from Hong Kong in the past three years,

over 20 000 from the region as a whole.  There has been no substantiated case ofover 20 000 from the region as a whole.  There has been no substantiated case ofover 20 000 from the region as a whole.  There has been no substantiated case ofover 20 000 from the region as a whole.  There has been no substantiated case of

persecution or mistreatment of anyone who has returned.  To ensure that guaranteespersecution or mistreatment of anyone who has returned.  To ensure that guaranteespersecution or mistreatment of anyone who has returned.  To ensure that guaranteespersecution or mistreatment of anyone who has returned.  To ensure that guarantees

are upheld, the UNHCR monitors the treatment of everyone who goes back whether underare upheld, the UNHCR monitors the treatment of everyone who goes back whether underare upheld, the UNHCR monitors the treatment of everyone who goes back whether underare upheld, the UNHCR monitors the treatment of everyone who goes back whether under

the voluntary or the mandatory return scheme.  Groups of international non-the voluntary or the mandatory return scheme.  Groups of international non-the voluntary or the mandatory return scheme.  Groups of international non-the voluntary or the mandatory return scheme.  Groups of international non-

governmental organizations that visited Vietnam in May and December last year foundgovernmental organizations that visited Vietnam in May and December last year foundgovernmental organizations that visited Vietnam in May and December last year foundgovernmental organizations that visited Vietnam in May and December last year found

no evidence of mistreatment.  In addition, there is now a widespread network of ECno evidence of mistreatment.  In addition, there is now a widespread network of ECno evidence of mistreatment.  In addition, there is now a widespread network of ECno evidence of mistreatment.  In addition, there is now a widespread network of EC

offices and foreign voluntary agencies working in the main areas from which migrantsoffices and foreign voluntary agencies working in the main areas from which migrantsoffices and foreign voluntary agencies working in the main areas from which migrantsoffices and foreign voluntary agencies working in the main areas from which migrants

come.  They, and the foreign press visits that are increasingly frequent to Vietnam,come.  They, and the foreign press visits that are increasingly frequent to Vietnam,come.  They, and the foreign press visits that are increasingly frequent to Vietnam,come.  They, and the foreign press visits that are increasingly frequent to Vietnam,

all serve a monitoring function, as do regular visits to returnees by staff of theall serve a monitoring function, as do regular visits to returnees by staff of theall serve a monitoring function, as do regular visits to returnees by staff of theall serve a monitoring function, as do regular visits to returnees by staff of the

British Embassy in Hanoi, which has been strengthened for the purpose by the additionBritish Embassy in Hanoi, which has been strengthened for the purpose by the additionBritish Embassy in Hanoi, which has been strengthened for the purpose by the additionBritish Embassy in Hanoi, which has been strengthened for the purpose by the addition

of two members of staff, one from the United Kingdom and one on attachment from Hongof two members of staff, one from the United Kingdom and one on attachment from Hongof two members of staff, one from the United Kingdom and one on attachment from Hongof two members of staff, one from the United Kingdom and one on attachment from Hong

Kong.Kong.Kong.Kong.

In conclusion, our agreement of 29 October 1991 with Vietnam on reIn conclusion, our agreement of 29 October 1991 with Vietnam on reIn conclusion, our agreement of 29 October 1991 with Vietnam on reIn conclusion, our agreement of 29 October 1991 with Vietnam on repatriation haspatriation haspatriation haspatriation has

worked well.  It has certainly been as successful as I had hoped in stemming arrivalsworked well.  It has certainly been as successful as I had hoped in stemming arrivalsworked well.  It has certainly been as successful as I had hoped in stemming arrivalsworked well.  It has certainly been as successful as I had hoped in stemming arrivals

and in stimulating voluntary returns.  We now need to build on this promising startand in stimulating voluntary returns.  We now need to build on this promising startand in stimulating voluntary returns.  We now need to build on this promising startand in stimulating voluntary returns.  We now need to build on this promising start

by increasing the pace of return.  The lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnamby increasing the pace of return.  The lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnamby increasing the pace of return.  The lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnamby increasing the pace of return.  The lifting of the United States embargo on Vietnam

and normalization of United States-Vietnam relations will be an important factor,and normalization of United States-Vietnam relations will be an important factor,and normalization of United States-Vietnam relations will be an important factor,and normalization of United States-Vietnam relations will be an important factor,

and we shall continue to press for this.  We are seeking to increase the momentumand we shall continue to press for this.  We are seeking to increase the momentumand we shall continue to press for this.  We are seeking to increase the momentumand we shall continue to press for this.  We are seeking to increase the momentum

of voluntary repatriation by extending the present arrangements for non-voluntaryof voluntary repatriation by extending the present arrangements for non-voluntaryof voluntary repatriation by extending the present arrangements for non-voluntaryof voluntary repatriation by extending the present arrangements for non-voluntary

repatriation to the long-term screened-out population.  We are, in conjunction withrepatriation to the long-term screened-out population.  We are, in conjunction withrepatriation to the long-term screened-out population.  We are, in conjunction withrepatriation to the long-term screened-out population.  We are, in conjunction with

UNHCR and the European Community, considering how the present reintegrationUNHCR and the European Community, considering how the present reintegrationUNHCR and the European Community, considering how the present reintegrationUNHCR and the European Community, considering how the present reintegration

assistance to Vietnam might be restructured and improved.  We have also, togetherassistance to Vietnam might be restructured and improved.  We have also, togetherassistance to Vietnam might be restructured and improved.  We have also, togetherassistance to Vietnam might be restructured and improved.  We have also, together

with UNHCR, expanded counselling in the detention centres, in particular the flowwith UNHCR, expanded counselling in the detention centres, in particular the flowwith UNHCR, expanded counselling in the detention centres, in particular the flowwith UNHCR, expanded counselling in the detention centres, in particular the flow

of accurate and reliable information back from Vietnam.  All of these efforts shouldof accurate and reliable information back from Vietnam.  All of these efforts shouldof accurate and reliable information back from Vietnam.  All of these efforts shouldof accurate and reliable information back from Vietnam.  All of these efforts should

contribute to the message we need to send to those in our camps: that their futurecontribute to the message we need to send to those in our camps: that their futurecontribute to the message we need to send to those in our camps: that their futurecontribute to the message we need to send to those in our camps: that their future

must lie in Vietnam, not in wasting their lives and the lives of their children inmust lie in Vietnam, not in wasting their lives and the lives of their children inmust lie in Vietnam, not in wasting their lives and the lives of their children inmust lie in Vietnam, not in wasting their lives and the lives of their children in

detention in Hong Kong.detention in Hong Kong.detention in Hong Kong.detention in Hong Kong.



Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.Question on the adjournment proposed, put and agreed to.

Next sittingNext sittingNext sittingNext sitting

DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council untilDEPUTY PRESIDENT:  In accordance with Standing Orders I now adjourn the Council until

2.30 pm on Wednesday 25 March 1992.2.30 pm on Wednesday 25 March 1992.2.30 pm on Wednesday 25 March 1992.2.30 pm on Wednesday 25 March 1992.

Adjourned accordingly at a quarter to Nine o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at a quarter to Nine o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at a quarter to Nine o'clock.Adjourned accordingly at a quarter to Nine o'clock.

Note:Note:Note:Note: The short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard have beenThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard have beenThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard have beenThe short titles of the Bills/motions listed in the Hansard have been

translated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havetranslated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havetranslated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not havetranslated into Chinese for information and guidance only; they do not have

authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.authoritative effect in Chinese.


