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MISS MARGARET NG: Mr President, as a member of the Select Committee, |
identify myself with the views in the Report before Members and do not wish to
repeat them at any length. However, | would like to lay emphasis on a few
points.

First, | endorse the Administration's decision to require the former Director
of Immigration to leave immediately. We reacted very strongly against the
Administration's attempt to cover up the true facts and true reason for requiring
the former Director to leave, and quite rightly so. In this Report, strong words
were used to censure the Administration, and quite rightly so. Any elected
government which has sailed as close to the wind in withholding the truth and
knowingly misleading the legislature would have faced a crisis. When an
official tried to fob off the legislature with frivolous remarks knowing that it was
a matter of serious public concern, he can hardly expect to be let off lightly.
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So, as the Administration's conduct calls for severe criticicm, we have
severely criticized it.  However, this does not alter the fact that the
Administration's decision to require the former Director to leave the Government
was justified.

| have to say that | am not personally satisfied that the Select Committee
had got to the whole truth of the matter. As stated in the Report, the Select
Committee is simply not equipped for the kind of investigation necessary to
uncover the whole truth in the circumstances of cases of this kind. However, on
what, according to the Administration, was known to it at that time, | do not
think the Administration could have made any other decision. One must not
forget that the Administration has a duty towards the public to ensure that matters
affecting vital public interest are in safe hands. The Select Committee has not
been shown the full material and is not privy to the full factual findings or
conclusions. We cannot draw any independent conclusion as to the correctness
of these findings of the Administration in relation to Mr LEUNG. We draw
none. But we accept that the Administration did believe, on the basis of these
findings, that there were strong doubts as to whether immigration matters were
still in safe hands. If so, action had to be taken to put an end to all risks. |
agree with my colleagues that the method adopted to achieve this was
high-handed and to be criticized. The end must not be made to justify the
means.

| have no doubt in my mind that the grounds stated in preparation for the
Civil Service Regulation 59, action were, by themselves, sufficient to require a
Director of Immigration to leave. The fact that they may not have fully
explained why his immediate departure had to be secured by hook or by crook,
and that there must be some further reasons behind the scene, should not lead us
to play down the seriousness of these grounds. | was most distressed to hear

comments that these were merely technical or at any rate trivial offences. One
thing which is, and ought to be held up as, the hallmark of our Civil Service —

and indeed anyone in public service — is the scrupulousness with which one
conducts oneself and one's personal affairs. Upholding the highest standard of
honesty and integrity, the most scrupulous avoidance of any real or potential
conflict of interest, is expected of everyone in such a position. There must be
no compromising for these standards. To defend any breach by arguing that no
actual benefit or advantage has in fact resulted is to compromise those standards
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hopelessly. A public officer who accepts and excuses such compromise thereby
puts in doubt his own standards and integrity.

Mr President, this Select Committee was appointed and exercised its
powers under the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance.
Enacted in 1985, the Ordinance was the first declaration of the autonomy of this
Council. No one can miss the significance of the Select Committee so near to
the handover and the demise of this Council.

Towards the end of our enquiry, the Attorney General chose to bring
proceedings against the Chairman and members of the Select Committee for a
declaration by the court that the Chief Secretary was justified not to produce the
Independent Commission Against Corruption report to its Operations Review
Committee on a claim of public interest immunity and on the grounds that the
report was unnecessary for the Select Committee's enquiry. This was a serious
attempt to challenge the autonomy of this Council under the Ordinance. Under
the Ordinance, the court's intervention is not precluded altogether, but is
confined, as to time, to a point after the Chairman has made his ruling on the
claim, and as to ambit, to whether the Select Committee has exercised its powers
lawfully.

In view of the challenge of the Attorney General, it was entirely
appropriate for the Select Committee to seek expert legal advice. Indeed, we
would be failing in our duty if we had not done so. Had the matter been
proceeded with and heard before the court (assuming the court does not send the
Attorney General away with a ring in his ears for involving the court in a
political dispute), | am of the firm belief that it would have benefited the public
in obtaining an authoritative decision on such an important constitutional issue.
| accept that when the Attorney General saw fit to discontinue, any further
expenditure out of the public purse on our part to pursue the matter would be
unjustified. Had it been otherwise, we would have gladly met the Attorney
General in court.

| do not believe it will be involving the court in a political controversy.
There is never any question of vindictiveness on either side, but in a true spirit of
willingness to abide by the law and submitting to the decision of the court which
Is the constitutional authority for the interpretation of the law under which we
hope we shall always operate.
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With these words, Mr President, | support the motion.
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Question on Mr Frederick FUNG's amendment proposed.
e H A EIER S 7RSI 57 -

Btz Rl e BEE R IEIEEE#EILEE -

Wik W s RAE CEMEEAEBM BREMES L EEE 2
BT L s 3 BT DA B R R R R R (R

PRUMMZEEEE  EF > WHRELEREFREZIBLEE  BEXEAFER
FINEEEFENA -

Question on Miss CHAN Yuen-han's amendment to Mr Frederick FUNG's
amendment proposed and put.
B0 1 7% S IE G e A EIE R B IERC # &S TEH 77 - FEAI 7%

Voice vote taken.
T B R

The President said he thought the "Ayes" had it.
FERRRMEL T #HAGZ -

Mr LEE Wing-tat claimed a division.
TOKEHRBERE AT -
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Mr Allen LEE, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr
Ronald ARCULLI, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr Frederick FUNG, Dr Philip WONG,
Mr Howard YOUNG, Mr CHAN Kam-lam, Mr CHAN Wing-chan, Miss CHAN
Yuen-han, Mr CHENG Yiu-tong, Mr CHEUNG Hon-chung, Mr CHOY Kan-pui,
Mr David CHU, Mr IP Kwok-him, Mr Ambrose LAU, Mr LAW Cheung-kwok,
Mr LEE Kai-ming, Mr LO Suk-ching, Mr MOK Ying-fan and Mr NGAN
Kam-chuen voted for the amendment.

Mr Martin LEE, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr SZETO Wah, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr
Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG
Chen-ya, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr Fred LI, Mr James TO, Dr
YEUNG Sum, Mr WONG Wai-Yin, Mr LEE Cheuk-Yan, Mr Andrew CHENG,
Dr Anthony CHEUNG, Mr Albert HO, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Mr LAW Chi-kwong,
Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung, Mr SIN Chung-kai, Mr TSANG Kin-shing, Dr John TSE,
Mrs Elizabeth WONG and Mr YUM Sin-ling voted against the amendment.

THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 23 votes in favour of Miss CHAN
Yuen-han's amendment to Mr Frederick FUNG's amendment and 26 against it.
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He therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
FREMENRBREECEEREREIBEERZIBIERSE 23 A KH
FH26AN MR EEMEERELGNR -

REIKZE  EF > WBRB (FHEEH) F 37 HRELDORBHEEE - BRUOE
mBIEEXGRE DILAER "KEERER WEEAR  ERE-FTEHLY
RINEE - EEERT (FHRFEH) £ 36 GE(DORZHE - DIEEFGEH @
CEERBENELRRERERL | ok > ILAET B HER -

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

L RELE M T - REEI 5 2 - L A

EE: HRMEEZBEECELGR  AERMGREREHRDEEER
EFTEER I BIEREFHERR -

Question on Mr Frederick FUNG's amendment put.
Bl ZFHEEEIEXES FHEERNZRR -

Voice vote taken.
I B R

The President said he thought the "Noes" had it.
ERERRM GG ELZ -

Mr Frederick FUNG claimed a division.
B EEEE KRB AAERR -

ERE ARRETHALRR  FSUEEEERHEE 1 2 -
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Mr Allen LEE, Mrs Selina CHOW, Mr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr
Ronald ARCULLI, Mrs Miriam LAU, Mr Frederick FUNG, Mr Howard
YOUNG, Mr CHAN Kam-lam, Mr CHAN Wing-chan, Miss CHAN Yuen-han,
Mr CHENG Yiu-tong, Mr CHEUNG Hon-chung, Mr CHOY Kan-pui, Mr David
CHU, Mr IP Kwok-him, Mr Ambrose LAU, Dr LAW Cheung-kwok, Mr LEE
Kai-ming, Mr LO Suk-ching, Mr MOK Ying-fan and Mr NGAN Kam-chuen
voted for the amendment.

Mr Martin LEE, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr SZETO Wah, Dr LEONG Che-hung, Mr
Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG
Chen-ya, Miss Emily LAU, Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr Fred LI, Mr James TO, Dr
YEUNG Sum, Mr WONG Wai-Yin, Mr LEE Cheuk-Yan, Mr Andrew CHENG,
Dr Anthony CHEUNG, Mr Albert HO, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Mr LAW Chi-kwong,
Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung, Mr SIN Chung-kai, Mr TSANG Kin-shing, Dr John TSE,
Mrs Elizabeth WONG and Mr YUM Sin-ling voted against the amendment.

Dr Philip WONG abstained.

THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 22 votes in favour of Mr Frederick
FUNG's amendment and 26 against it. He therefore declared that the amendment
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was negatived.
FTHFEEMEREREZEZBEEE 22 A - XEH 26 A - R E2EMRBIE

ZE AR

TR ARBHCREERBREIBLERE  FRERBHAUFHEBESE - LA
(25 ek & Al fEH &Rk -

28 EF  MARTIEOUIFICRTNRIBEERE RN - 7]
EEERDBRER R T ERZEHENRE ...,

EREFREFEE > offEmOEHETSE  (REERTDEHEEESE -
FOKERE - WH - A RIEE FE M E A B RRES -

EE : iRAADIEEBIESE -

FKERE  EF > WHEBPEECLER  NE-NHINEEEFENAN -
FkEZE#ESEZE FIELEE -

“JJDL "EIREMES N LERMEE - DS mEE NEEES AL E
TR REME -7 5 KM "I 7

Question on Mr LEE Wing-tat's amendment proposed, put and agreed to.
FREFHFALBIEFLES FHEEIEHL T3 - BEAN GEZ R - 8 7
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Que stion on the motion, as amended by Mr LEE Wing-tat, put and agreed to.
EREFHEEIEL #EFXZ B 5K LA -

MEMBERS' BILLS
mERHERE

Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill
ECRE LIRS g

HONG KONG ST. JOHN AMBULANCE INCORPORATION BILL
(BEEENHRERBEIEBRAESE)

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 9 April 1997
MER—NAAECFNAALHE}E _ER®

Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put and agreed to.
KON E . H #EERFZRR -

Bill read the Second time.
RN S =

Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Council pursuant to Standing Order
43(1).
W1 (EFEH) B 43 1EF (DFAHIHE IO EENZET 2 EESEF

nﬁ?o
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Committee stage of Bill
BHEEEEEZETEERE

Council went into Committee.

KEEAZEZEGEREE -

HONG KONG ST. JOHN AMBULANCE INCORPORATION BILL
(ERENMRERBEIEEANER)

Clauses 1to 5, 7, 8 and 10 to 22 were agreed to.
BEPIBERE 12 578 K 102 22 FESEE -

Clauses 6 and 9
BRHIEEE 6 & 9 1F

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Chairman, I move that clauses 6 and 9 be
amended as set out in the paper circularized to Members.

Clause 6(3) is to establish conclusive evidence on the transfer of properties
and liaibilities by producing Government Printer's copies of this Ordinance.
Clause 6(4) is to establish an assumption that the transfer of properties does not
operate as a breach of the condition for the purpose of government grant of lease
against assignment. Clause 9(3) is to establish that the books and documents
can be used as conclusive evidence of the former institution, that is, the Council
of St. John Ambulance Association and the Ambulance Brigade.

| so move.

Proposed amendments
HEZ B IEE B

Clause 6 (See annex Xl)
EHIEZEZE 6 & (B4 XI)

Clause 9 (See annex Xl)
EHIEZEZE 91 (R4 XI)
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Question on the amendments put and agreed to.
EIEFREZ#HERE R - L& -

Question on clauses 6 and 9, as amended, put and agreed to.
WEIERIIEOIEZFE 6 R 9 R 7 &SN 7R I JEH A -

Schedule
BT 5=

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Mr Chairman, | move that the Schedule be amended
as set out in the paper circularized to Members. The Schedule is to provide a
more accurate description of land and government grant. | so move, thank you.

Proposed amendment
K7 B IEE A

Schedule (See annex Xl)
Bid = ( BBt XI)

Question on the amendment put and agreed to.
EIEFEZ#FHERE R - L& -

Question on Schedule, as amended, put and agreed to.
PEEIEHINT R C RN 7R il &8 -

Council then resumed.

WL EGEMEEBILER -
Third Reading of Bill
BHEX=8

DR LEONG CHE-HUNG reported that the

y R =S 2 & =E .
REIEEE WS
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HONG KONG ST. JOHN AMBULANCE INCORPORATION BILL
(BEEENHRERBEIERAESE)

had passed through Committee with amendments. He moved the Third Reading
of the Bill.
REERCEBREZEGERGE MR =" LEHERIEE -

Question on the Third Reading of the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.
&P K =B S IE % BRI 752 R - L JEH i -

Bill read the Third time and passed.
o B 2 RS = L E G

Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill
T 18 1%l E 22 — 2B ¢ 5

PUBLIC BUS SERVICES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1996
(1996 FAHB % (BF]) EHEZE)

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 14 February
1996
MER—ANAARNE_R+UBEE_EFH

HEBEREHH  EFE  AANESHTOREMES D - 5802 R ER
PlE=ZagFHER s B el REENITE -

FERE O RANERER (1996 FARE LIRS (BF]) GRIER) ZEF
WEZRLE B EEHIToRERD  HOUEREE (O RE LIRS Bk
By - HEH®REE S ETERRTRERGCE MR - A DU & B e R
VEREEAE  BRUIEEZZEGHAANEER  GEREITLHEERER
BT IXEGHm  UFEE HEERRVEAR-MHERSE -

FToEBERHGEMES R 5 M ERE A HAE T EIREH
BIELDUS B 0 IR Z T E R EFEWIHLE - W8 A R0y & o -
R R I EmE NS R g W2 2B - A7y 2 07— (8 & A 5%
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.
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MRS ELIZABETH WONG: Mr Deputy, | see nothing wrong but everything
right with politicians being involved in the debate and even the control of bus
fares or other fares of bus and public utilities because bus fares, like other fares,
touch upon the livelihood of millions of commuters in Hong Kong. As such, |
would like to congratulate the Honourable LAU Chin-shek for his vision and his
energy in pursuing his goal, in monitoring the action of the Government.
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But on this occasion, whilst | congratulate him | do not agree with his
proposed amendment. | would like to support the Government but for reasons
which have never been advanced in this Council before. 1 would like to say that
| know for a fact that applications are assessed very carefully by professional
officers in the Government taking into account many factors, including, very
importantly, public acceptability and affordability, operating costs, quality of
service, forecast of revenue and costs compared with many forecasts in future
years and actual performance in the past. And they assess the accuracy of
forecasts and very, very importantly, on the social network, for they recognize
the importance of cross-subsidization between profitable routes and unprofitable
routes.

It is relevant to note that bus routes are approved by the Transport
Department and they are granted to bus companies in packages consisting of
profitable routes and unprofitable but socially important routes, otherwise buses
do not go to distant places. | mean, all that should be taken into account.

It is also very relevant to note that to facilitate access by people with
disabilities, Kowloon Motor Bus has recently acquired a low-floor
wheelchair-accessible double-decker bus and will put it into use soon. Thisis a
fantastic improvement from the past and | think we should congratulate the
companies for
having responded to the needs of society.

| am also aware that Citybus will take delivery of these low-floor
double-decker buses this year. It shows that with public concern and pressure,
these public utility companies do respond to needs of the society. All these
illustrate that where there is concern there is response, and under the
Government's professional and diligent supervision, Hong Kong cannot do worse.
In fact, Hong Kong will do better.

Mr Deputy, to cap fare increase at CPI(A) level does not make sense to me.
It is fundamentally flawed. First of all, 60% of bus operating costs are wages
for staff. To freeze it at the CPI(A) level virtually freezes wage increases above
inflation. How does a company operate when their hands are tied? How can
they improve the service, improve the situation when their operational need is
subject to certain controls?

Furthermore, fuel is an important component of bus operating costs. |
remember the early years in the seventies when there was fuel crisis. The price
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shot through the roof. And in 1990, there was the Gulf War. It is not very
long ago, 1990. There was the Gulf War. Fuel prices increased by 36.2%, but
the fare only increased by a marginal amount and the CPI(A) increased by 9.8%.

To tie the fare increase to CPI(A) for this particular service does not make
sense and | do not support it because it is difficult to cater to external
circumstances over which Hong Kong has very little control.

Mr Deputy, for as long as the Government is doing a good job in
monitoring bus companies, in opening it up to competition, in trying to be more
transparent than they are now, | shall support the Government. But it does not
rule out the possibility of a sliding down and if in that case | think it is very right
for legislators to re-surface the demand for public control through legislation.

Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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Question on the Second Reading of the Bill put.
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Voice vote taken.
FEI B 7 ) o

Mr LAU Chin-shek claimed a division.
FT+amBEE KRBT -
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Mr Martin LEE, Mr SZETO Wah, Mr Albert CHAN, Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong,
Mr Frederick FUNG, Mr Michael HO, Dr HUANG Chen-ya, Miss Emily LAU,
Mr LEE Wing-tat, Mr Fred LI, Mr James TO, Dr YEUNG Sum, Mr WONG
Wai-Yin, Mr LEE Cheuk-Yan, Mr Andrew CHENG, Dr Anthony CHEUNG, Mr
Albert HO, Mr LAU Chin-shek, Dr LAW Cheung-kwok, Mr LAW Chi-kwong,
Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung, Mr Bruce LIU, Mr MOK Ying-fan, Mr SIN Chung-Kkai,
Mr TSANG Kin-shing, Dr John TSE and Mr YUM Sin-ling voted for the motion.

Mr Allen LEE, Mrs Selina CHOW, Dr David LI, Mr NGAI Shiu-kit, Mr LAU
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Wong-fat, Mr Edward HO, Mr Ronald ARCULLI, Mrs Miriam LAU, Dr
LEONG Che-hung, Mr Eric LI, Mr Henry TANG, Dr Philip WONG, Mr Howard
YOUNG, Miss Christine LOH, Mr James TIEN, Mr CHAN Kam-lam, Mr CHAN
Wing-chan, Miss CHAN Yuen-han, Mr Paul CHENG, Mr CHENG Yiu-tong, Mr
CHEUNG Hon-chung, Mr CHOY Kan-pui, Mr David CHU, Mr IP Kwok-him,
Mr Ambrose LAU, Mr LEE Kai-ming, Mr LO Suk-ching, Miss Margaret NG, Mr
NGAN Kam-chuen and Mrs Elizabeth WONG voted against the motion.

THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 27 votes in favour of the motion
and 30 against it. He therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
EREMERERE 2T A KHEFHFOAN - MR EEMREREESR -

ERE - BERC1996 FALE LIRS (BE] ) BRAIER) 2 —EHEXENEAR
KRB G Z G EEETE - ZCEERESF -

ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT SITTING
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-seven minutes past One o'clock.
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