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mEEMNORERE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

RN EREL
Bilingual Legal Documents

EE R -HESR  HEHEEE -

1. MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, although Hong Kong has long been
a bilingual community, there are still many documents which state that the
English version shall prevail wherever there is a discrepancy between the
Chinese and English versions. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council of the measures being taken to ensure that all documents, especially
legally binding documents, are written in both Chinese and English and that
both versions have equal status in law, so as not to disadvantage those who
speak or understand only one of the languages?

EFE HEAEAE K -

SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE: Madam President, it may be helpful if | briefly
summarize the current position in respect of two important types of legal
documents.

Firstly, all the laws of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region,
including all statutory notices and court forms, are bilingual. The two texts of
the laws are equally authentic.

Secondly, in relation to criminal proceedings, all summonses issued by the
magistracies, all charge sheets and all indictments are bilingual. Where a trial is
conducted in Chinese in the District Court, other pre-trial documents, including
summaries of facts and notices to admit facts, are prepared in bilingual form. In
High Court criminal trials in which the defendant is Chinese, all witness
statements and documentary exhibits are bilingual. These documents do not
provide that one language is to prevail over the other.
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| turn now to the steps that are being taken to extend the range of
documents that are produced bilingually.

Subject to resources being made available, | propose to set up a team
within my department to prepare a Chinese text of tender documents for
government contracts, and to translate court documents for civil proceedings
involving the Administration that are conducted wholly or partly in Chinese.

Turning to the private sector, in 1996, the Law Society established a
working party to promote and implement bilingualism in the legal profession.
Its terms of reference include arranging for translations of documents commonly
used by the profession. Initially, the working party has in mind translating a
sample agreement for sale and purchase, an assignment and a tenancy agreement.

Within the private sector, it is a matter for contracting parties, and for
organizations that prepare standard forms of agreement, to decide whether to
produce bilingual documents. The situations involved vary tremendously. At
one extreme, there are contracts negotiated at arms length between multinational
corporations. At the other extreme, there are standard form agreements
prepared in bulk by a local organization for use by any member of the community
who applies for certain goods or services. Given this wide range of situations,
it is not considered appropriate to require that every document, even every
legally binding document, to be written in both languages. Such an approach
would not benefit those parties who are perfectly content to deal with each other
in one language, but would interfere with the efficiency of their arrangements
and increase costs unnecessarily. And a provision in a bilingual document
stating that, if a discrepancy exists, one language is to prevail over the other, may
be a genuine reflection of the intention of the parties. It would not, therefore, be
sensible to prohibit such provisions.

| accept that, in some situations, it would be helpful if private
organizations produced legal documents bilingually, and gave equal status to the
two texts. Market forces already encourage this, since consumers may well
prefer to deal with an organization that provides bilingual documentation, rather
than documentation that is in only one language.
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Madam President, the question refers to the disadvantage that individuals
may be under if they cannot understand a legal document expressed in one
language. In this respect, | would draw your attention to two ordinances that
may assist such individuals.  The Unconscionable Contracts Ordinance
empowers a court to give relief in respect of a consumer contract if the court
finds the contract, or any part of it, to have been unconscionable. In deciding
whether this was the case, the court may have regard to whether the consumer
was able to understand any relevant documents. The Control of Exemption
Clauses Ordinance empowers the courts to strike down unreasonable exemption
clauses in consumer contracts. In deciding whether an exemption clause is
unreasonable, the courts must have regard to whether the language in which the
clause is expressed is a language understood by the party who is subject to the
clause.

PRESIDENT: The Honourable Mrs Elsie TU.

MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, | am glad that the improvements have
already been made and also the promise of a dedicated team to make further
improvements. But because resources often cause delay for such action, can we
have a deadline when this will be brought into action and when the full weight of
the law would be equal in both languages? | would also like to ask the
Secretary if it is possible to have legislation to make it imperative that when
important legal documents are issued between contracting parties in the private
sector, for example, in the sale of flats where very often there are complaints, the
two languages should be equalized? | would like to see some improvements on
all these.

PRESIDENT: Secretary for Justice.

SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE: Madam President, as | said, there is no law at
the moment which requires any document to be expressed in both languages.
For example, if a local person agrees to sell his car to his neighbour, both he and
the purchaser may be contented to use only Chinese. It would be unfair to
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require them to go to the expenses and trouble of having an English version of
the contract. In fact, Article 9 of the Basic Law permits the use of either
English or Chinese. It does not require documents to be expressed in both
languages. Insofar as the Administration is concerned, particularly in regard to
the Judiciary, as | said, most of the important documents or legal documents are
already bilingual. Having regard to the principle that in Hong Kong we still
adopt the policy of laissez-faire, it would be unreasonable to require all the
documents, particularly contracts, to be expressed in both languages.
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BREELEEMA
Posts for Graduate Medical Practitioners

ERE R HER  REBREE -

il

2. DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Madam President, it is reported that the new
batch of graduate medical practitioners who have just finished their
housemanship in Hong Kong this summer are facing problems in seeking
employment with the Hospital Authority (HA) and the Department of Health.
Will the Government inform this Council whether it knows:

(@) of the numbers of such medical practitioners who have been or will
be employed by the Department of Health and the HA respectively
within this year;

(b) among those who have been or will be employed by the HA within
this year, of the numbers of those who have been or will be offered
permanent terms and contract terms respectively;

(c) of the amount of funds required for employing these graduates on
contract terms and the source of such funding;

(d) of the details of the training programmes, if any, for these graduates
employed on contract terms; and

(e)  whether the offer of contract terms to this batch of graduates is an
one-off exercise for this year; if not, of the details of similar
arrangements planned for the future in terms of the number of posts
and the amount of funds required?
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Thank you, Madam President.
PRESIDENT: Secretary for Health and Welfare.
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DR LEONG CHI-HUNG: Thank you, Madam President. According to the
Secretary's reply, some 88 of the 200 doctors employed in public health service
are employed on contract terms instead of permanent terms after a lot of, if |
could use this word, administrative difficulties. Does this imply a trend of
over-supply of doctors now and in the future? If so, what are the Government's
plans and will the Government consider decreasing student intake of the two
medical schools?
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Thank you, Madam President.
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MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, can the Government explain the
rationale behind the appointment of over 40% of people on contract terms as
mentioned in paragraph (d), and whether this is in line with past practice, in
particular whether this reflects the Government's anticipation that it might not
be able to carry so many staff in this profession in the long run?
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DR LEONG CHE-HONG: Madam President, | have asked to speak on this
motion with no intention of speaking on the content, that is, the details of these
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very distinguished gentlemen. Nor am | objecting to the contents simply
because | do not have enough knowledge of them, namely, the names of the
potential Court of Final Appeal Judges whom we are asked to endorse today. |
could also say that the same applies to many Members of this Council. And it is
exactly because | do not know enough that | would be speaking and casting my
discontent on how the Government has handled this public issue, that is,
Members again also have to approve an issue with some less than 24 hours'
notice.

Madam President, this is the third meeting this Council has convened since
the establishment of the Special Administrative Region. In each of these
sessions, Members have been asked to endorse important issues in haste without
being given the chance to properly digest the details. In the first session, it was
the passing of the Immigration (Amendment) (No. 5) Bill through all three
readings in one session. Members of this Council considered the Bill, realizing
the urgency and difficulty that the Administration would have to face. On the
second occasion, Members were asked to deal with the infamous suspension Bill,
a week before the Government intended to pressurize this Council to adopt the
same whirlwind procedure. Members resisted and the Government withdrew
the proposal forcing the passage of the Bill in one session but still resumed
Second Reading debate one week after this introduction. Members, it is hard to
do our best to co-operate with the Administration.

Madam President, all these are now "water under the bridge”. Today we
are again asked to approve a list of Court of Final Appeal Judges with less than
24 hours of notice. It may be argued that a Court of Final Appeal may need to
be established urgently and that this Council will not be convening for some
three weeks after today. Yet the timetable of this Council is well known to the
Administration all the way when we had our meeting in Shenzhen.

Madam President, Article 90 of the Basic Law makes provision for the
legislature to endorse the appointment of the Judges of the Court of Final Appeal
by reference and this Council could also refute some or all of them. Yet how
could Members be asked to do this with less than 24 hours' notice when a lot of
the names are not even familiar to most of us? Let me repeat what | said last
week, and | can express this sentiment perhaps together with many Members of
this Council, that is, while this Council realizes that as a new Government there
are many areas that need to be urgently dealt with, the role of this Council and its
Members should not be ignored. It is the duty of this Council and its Members
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to scrutinize all Bills and motions not only to our own satisfaction, but to see to it
that it is acceptable to the public and in the best interests of the public. The role
of this body should never be compromised, nor should we ever be made to act
nor seem to act as a rubber stamp.

Madam President, | look forward to the Administration working in better
co-operation with this Council and to the Secretary for Justice explaining to this
Council the background for introducing this motion without giving adequate
consideration for Members to digest. Thank you, Madam President.

ERE O GHEESR -

BHEMEE  EF > AMREEFIEEZESEEREY R —HHEEE
KEBEEE  HAEEBERFRRENIERE TS B EE kM8 E ek
HoREHKE  AMHEZEGEMAFENERE  TREEE-#EE
FREELELEME » REXFHEHERW -

HEREMPESE  RAEMEBNZEE (F®EFREEN) FTHE
W2 N8 > WA —BEHE > WA RBEFRFRERARIES(EEEEE
B EERO&ER T - MIERTHEE 11 .24 TRRAEHER
fiEE - ERBINNEE » ERE 4 Hft 1 (ERELHERE - 24E
EEBEEBRREEDT BRLBIRZWE  EREVOELSGHEN AE
e ? EM ZEIAH » REHERFEZRVEFESHELZER ? K2 Ht
EEEMEAEE  MREER A 262 UREBERMKEEKESR
R DUIE# EFE 7 BB M2 M E T ARAY - B £ -

=
b

TR BEAAE - FIiRE

il
il
oM

SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE: Madam President, first of all, may | respond to
Dr the Honourable LEONG Chi-hung. | must tender an apology to this Council
for the lateness of the motion, however, | hope that Members would understand
the situation. The Judicial Officers Recommendations Ordinance prescribed a
particular majority quorum for the passing of resolution; there is not a simple
majority, but it requires a majority of two to seven. Therefore, in convening a
meeting of the Judicial Officers Recommendations Commission, we had
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difficulty in finding a date to ensure that there would be sufficient members
present. Therefore the recommendation of the Commission was only made to
the Chief Executive on 17 this month and there were procedures necessary to
ensure that the Chief Executive will have sufficient information to make his
appointment.

Secondly, there is urgency for the matter because | understand the Council
will be going into recess after this meeting. Members are aware that there is
pending before the Court of Appeal an important constitutional issue that is
relating to the transition of law and the validity of the Provisional Legislative
Council. If either party is not satisfied with the decision of the Court of Appeal,
probably the matter would have to be taken further to the Court of Final Appeal.
At the moment, the Court of Final Appeal has four judges, namely, the Chief
Justice of the Court of Final Appeal and three other Justices. In order to make it
function, we need a panel of five, that is, we must have the non-permanent Judge,
that is one of the members who are now placed before this Council. The
material or the information necessary to enable Members to make a decision on
the matter is relatively simple. 1 believe Members have before you the most
important information relating to these Judges, their age, their education, their
professional qualification and their career. So Members need time to consider
this, probably the matter could be stood down for say 10 or 15 minutes if
necessary. However, the information necessary to enable Members to endorse
the decision of the Judicial Officers Recommendation Commission are all there,
so | hope that this would enable Members to make their decision.

As | said in my previous speech, the duty of this Council is to endorse the
appointment made by the Judicial Officers Recommendation Commission
through thorough debate and consideration. So unless the material before this
Honourable Council is so obvious that the candidates are not suitable, or unfit
persons, otherwise | recommend that this Council would endorse the
recommendation.

Regarding the question raised by the Honourable TSANG Yok-sing, the
composition of the Court of Final Appeal is for five judges, and we need to have
one non-permanent Judge in order to make the Court of Final Appeal function.
So, the present list of non-permanent Judges would have enough members for the
time being to enable the Court of Final Appeal to sit and conduct appeal. Of
course, it would be most desirable for the list of 30 to be completed. However,
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iIf Honourable Members will consider that it is necessary for the Chief Justice to
correspond with the Judges in Australia, New Zealand, England and other
common law jurisdiction to brief them of the proposed appointment, the duties of
the Court of Final Appeal and so on, it is not possible within three weeks of the
establishment of the Hong Kong SAR to have all the 30 Judges appointed at this
stage. However, endorsement by this Council will make the Court of Final
Appeal functionable as from next week. So on this | recommend that this
Council will accept the recommendation. Thank you, Madam President.
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MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, just a few words, | was very much attracted
to the idea of the amendment for using the money for the elderly and so on. But
putting it personally, if I had money in the bank, | would be very foolish if |
spent it bit by bit helping other people until there was nothing left and those
people | was helping would then be left with nothing. | think it is much more
sensible to use our income to help people, a regular income rather than using up
our capital and | see this motion moved by the Government as being a case of
saving up capital and keeping the capital. | think we should then be considering
ways of increasing our annual revenue with which to help the needy for recurrent
expenditure. Thank you.
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Miss CHAN yuen-han rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 15 Members in favour of the
amendment, 29 against and three abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 9 July 1997
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DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Madam President, | move the motion standing in my
name on the Agenda.

The Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal Rules and Hong Kong Court of
Final Appeal Fees Rules, published as Legal Notices Nos. 384 and 385 of 1997
respectively were tabled at the Provisional Legislative Council meeting on 9 July
1997. The motion seeks to extend under section 34(4) of the Interpretation and
General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1), the period for amending the subsidiary
legislation to a meeting on 20 August 1997.

A sub-committee of which the Honourable Ronald ARCULLI is the
chairman has been formed to study the two items of subsidiary legislation. The
sub-committee met on 21 July and identified a few issues for further clarification
and considerations by the Court of Final Appeals Rules Committee and the
Judiciary. In order to allow more time for the sub-committee to consider further
information from the Committee and the Judiciary on the issues identified, it is
necessary to extend the time allowed for making amendments to the subsidiary
legislation to the meeting on 20 August 1997.
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Madam President, | so do move.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.

REXE : EEHEE -

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Mr Deputy, I think | have heard some of the most
convoluted and confusing reasons on this motion. Firstly, as far as the mover
the Honourable NGAN Kam-chuen is concerned, he listed out a whole series of
instances where the Government no longer has to expend money, things like for
defense purpose, for Vietnamese detention centres and so forth, and he included
of course additional revenue of 4.5 billion dollars by way of Government land
rent and the surplus for the current year 97/98 in the order of 31.7 billion dollars.
| am surprised he did not bring in the surplus of 58.9 billion for the year 2000 to
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2001.

But be that as it may, the Liberal Party of course has been pressing for
reduction in rates and we do that consistently and constantly every year. What
we find a bit difficult to digest is the massive reduction that is proposed in this
motion. We agree that existing fiscal reserves is extremely healthy, we believe
that the Administration must consider to keep as much money as possible in tax
payers' pocket, we aware that the addition of the Government rent on the 1 July
onwards has increased the burden of some rate payers who also have to pay the
rent, but of course one must not confuse two things. Those that have to pay the
rent pay it because their leases have expired and the Basic Law provided that to
give them relief from paying a lump sum premium they pay the Government rent
of 3% instead. So we must not confuse the two things.

The second thing of course is that you must not really ask the Government
rent payers to subsidize the rate payers, which is what is being suggested.

The third thing of course is that | am quite surprised that the Honourable
NGAN Kam-chuen has said that there is no problem with the two Municipal
Councils. If DAB's position is that we de-link the revenue to the two Municipal
Councils from rates, the Liberal Party can consider supporting this motion if he
would do that, but that is not the case and he also tells us that the difference in
rates will more than make up the shortfall to the Regional Council, well, my
calculation says that there will still be 300 million dollars that the Government
will have to look to general revenue taking into account the 0.4% rates that they
collect from the Urban Council's portion, so to speak. So I think we better have
our positions very clear on the two Municipal Councils. There is a very clear
understanding between the Government and the two Municipal Councils, indeed
a Memorandum of Understanding, as | understand it, signed between the two
Councils and the Government and if we are now seeking to move that then let us
consider it.

And lastly, in terms of the approach that is being adopted by the
Honourable NGAN Kam-chuen, and that is a piece meal approach. What he is
really saying is that this is a revenue measure that we can take in isolation. We
do not have to consider the other aspects of revenue measures and as he well
knows, revenue measures includes profits tax, salaries tax, personal allowances
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and a whole variety of fees and charges. If he does not wish to put it all into
one basket, so to speak, he will have the opportunity of supporting my motion,
which will follow immediately after this. He can bring in his 3% request and
support my motion, but | suspect he is not going to because | have already been
told that they are not minded to do so.

But be that as it may, the 40% reduction is neither fair nor right, and in
terms of the relief to rate payers, one alternative of course is to ask the
Government to continue the cap that was introduced this year to extend it for
several other years. Now the impact will not be as much, and of course in
addition to that, Members can also suggest as it were, a more modest reduction if
we had a half percent reduction, let us say, from 5% to 4.5% plus a cap, | am
quite sure that would bring some relief to the rate payers.

So in conclusion, Mr Deputy, | really say this that in terms of the motion,
unfortunately, we do not think we can support it although we share the concern
about the burden of rate payers, but as | said earlier that concern can be reflected
in the motion that I will be moving immediately after this debate.

Thank you, Mr Deputy.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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Mr NGAN Kam-Chuen, Mrs Selina CHOW and Mr Ronald ARCULLI rose to
claim a division.
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EREMA 28 NBREXE 9 ANH -6 AEHE MWREEMEXESE
THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 28 Members in favour of the
motion, nine against and six abstaining. She therefore declared that the motion
was carried.

R AR U
Reduction of taxes

ERE R HEE MERIK -  EEHEES -

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, in his Budget in 1996-97, the
Financial Secretary set out seven virtues, two of which | would like to draw
Members' attention to this evening. First, he said that we must retain a low,
simple, predictable tax regime; second, he said we must only raise sufficient
revenue to meet known commitments. The Liberal Party entirely agrees with
these two principles. Two years before that, his predecessor, Sir Hamish
MACLEOD, said that in a year of buoyant revenues, the Government should take
the opportunity to leave money where it can do most good, in the pockets of tax
payers. We also endorse that statement. That year, Sir Hamish reduced profits
tax by 1% and he did not reduce salaries tax, but he gave fairly generous
allowances and concessions in terms of personal allowance and in terms of relief
on tax bans.

In fact, the cost of the 1% reduction in profits tax was 1.6 billion for the
year 94-95 and over 10 billion up to this year 97-98 whilst on the salaries tax
concession the cost for that year was 3.2 billion and the cost up to 97/98 was
some 20.7 billion. You can see that the relief given to salaries tax payer was
double that given to profits tax payers. In that same year the Financial
Secretary also set out what had been done for salaries tax payers for the last three
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Budgets and he said this, the last three Budgets had already provided substantial
benefits to salaries tax payers. As a result, there has been an increase of 34% in
both the basic and married persons allowances, the proportion of total work force
with no liability to pay salaries tax has increased from 46% to 60%, the
proportion of standard tax, rates tax payers had decreased from 6% to 2% and the
average effective rate of tax paid by salary tax payers had decreased from 9% to
8%. These are very substantial benefits.

We now have a fiscal reserve, Madam President, of some 340 billion
dollars and by March 2001 our reserves, without taking into account any
earnings or dividend or interest or appreciation over this period of time our
reserves will be in the order of 400 billion dollars. In addition, we have an
exchange fund of 57.2 billion US dollars, we also have many other assets like the
Mass Transit Railway, the Kowloon Canton Railway Corporation, the Housing
Authority, our new airport to name a few. The Liberal Party does not begrudge
the community receiving services like health services, education, welfare and
housing which is subsidised, but it is a fact that profit tax payers do not generally
participate in such benefits. Many services are subsidised and indeed it is Hong
Kong's way of showing that we are a caring community, but we must also be a
fair community.

In the 1997/98 Budget the Financial Secretary told us that the Government
will spend over 32 billion dollars on public housing, over 45 billion on education,
over 28 billion on health care over 21 billion on welfare and on this last one
Madam President, some of us feel that not enough was spent, particularly as far
as the elderly was concerned. But these four policy areas cover a total of over
126 billion dollars. Despite all these benefits to salaries tax payers the Liberal
Party believe that the Government should not tax for the sake of taxation. Our
taxation policy should be, as stated by the Financial Secretary, and that is to raise
sufficient revenue to meet known spending commitments, we must not lose sight
of this very single purpose. The Liberal Party have other proposals including
capping the rates, or reducing the rates, as | mentioned earlier, a housing
allowance for some of our home owners and indeed those that rent their home,
things like reduction in stamp duty on share and property transactions, but all
these will be addressed in due course during the Financial Secretary's
consultation on revenue measures with this Council and | do not propose to deal
with them in any great detail now. So | believe that there is an irrefutable case
for reducing both salaries and profits tax.
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| ask my colleagues not to send the Administration the wrong message in
the sense of either supporting the amendment of the Honourable LAW
Cheung-kwok or the Honourable CHAN Choi-hi.  The Administration
colleagues do not need your help to amass more money. If you vote for either
of those amendments you will be doing exactly that. If you vote for my motion
in your speech you would be able to set out your wish list, if you want to, in great
detail or in broad terms.

Two years ago, Madam President, we had a similar debate. At that time,
the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong, my friends in the
DAB, did not support a reduction in salaries tax but they supported increases in
personal allowance and the rational was simply that, that is the way that you can
get most benefit to salaried tax payers. At that time they did not support
changes in profits tax either. If they have not changed their minds they should
vote against both amendments because it calls for reduction of salaries tax and
indeed for a comprehensive review of our tax system. On the other hand my
motion will allow the DAB to maintain their position by asking for increased
allowances and they should therefore be in a position, if they do not agree with
my proposition on the reduction of profits tax and salaries tax, at least abstain on
my motion rather than to assist, rather than to assist the Administration in
collecting more dollars which they do not need.

In terms of the purpose of this motion, Madam President, it will give
colleagues a very good opportunity of not just expressing their own views but
also to hear the views of other Members and it is really a run up to this
consultation process so that if we can find some common ground, we can at least
try and not allow the Administration to do what they have been doing to the
Legislative Council for many, many years, and that is divide and conquer.
Because whatever we ask for they will give each of us a little bit, to make sure
that we will vote in favour of that little bit to make sure that the Budget will get
through.  Well, I think, that is why | decided to have this motion debate and that
Is why | would like also to hear from colleagues what they think that we should
do with this rather robust economy that all of us and the whole community work
so hard unfortunately to produce an awful lot of money, sitting in a bank
somewhere where as | said time before we are actually losing money. Our fiscal
reserve is being managed with a return of 4.5%, our inflation rate is 7%. 2.5%
Is lost every year. Fortunately for us, the land fund seems to have a better return
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and that is why as far as the Liberal Party is concerned we supported the
Government's resolution today to set up the land fund so that it will be managed
as it were on a different basis than the other half of our fiscal reserves. Madam
President, with those words, | hope that my colleagues will seriously consider
supporting my motion if they do not agree with reduction of profits tax to the
extent of let us say 1.5% which is what we proposed last year, and indeed 1.5%
from salaries tax as well, in fact the salaries tax payer gets about a 10% reduction
whilst the profits tax payers only get about 9% reduction.

If they do not agree with that if they think it should be more, say so, if they
think it should be less, say so. But I think they should not just vote against my
motion, and particularly, they should not support either of the two amendments.

The last thing we need is to play into the Government's hands of asking for
a comprehensive review of our tax system. When that happens the Government
will do nothing in the meantime, indeed | was rather surprised that the Financial
Secretary mentioned this in his Budget speech that there will be a comprehensive
review to see how it can help businesses with efficiency and cost. The
Secretary for Treasury is smiling, so | think that answers the question, so | hope
that my colleagues will not support either amendment but will support my motion.
Thank you, Madam President.
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MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, | hate this, the time of the year when | have
to pay my taxes, and | am sure every other taxpayer does. If | were to move
against this motion, I should be dropping a rock on my own foot. Well, in fact,
| intend to drop the rock on my own foot on condition that the needs of, that the
Honourable ARCULLI has mentioned are met speedily, that is, better conditions
for the elderly, care and attention for the sick elderly, housing for the men and
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women who live in cages and have never seen the colour of a tax paper, speedier
and better care for the sick, rented public housing for the lower paid workers,
more schools for the influx of children expected to, arrive in Hong Kong. |
could go on and on with my wish list, but I will stop there on that.

Mr ARCULLI mentioned the huge amount of money in the Government
coffers, perhaps the secretary will tell us why it is lying in the coffers and not
being used for the people that | have mentioned? If the money is not used for
those who need it why should it be used to support, by giving it to those who do
not need it, by reducing their taxes? Mr ARCULLI believes that there is
enough in those coffers to meet the needs | have mentioned and still to reduce the
taxes. He may well be right but let us put first things first, and insist that the
needs of the under-privileged should be dealt with first. When those needs are
met we can then sit back and agree to reducing taxes. We need to get our
priorities right and for that reason, | shall support the Honourable LAW
Cheung-kwok's amendment. Thank you.

EE MAEZEE -

MEREZRE  EF > @KLK - A 00 SRR &R EUF - ) E
HEEER  HlRESEESCHENREF D  AEigRE T -EELH
FEEgE - HTaGRRNENER > —NTHRERERBEEEE "EBRE
B HEERT EEEAESER -RAFEEENRANEML -

RBRIHT » FEBUFLE 96-97 F R B ER S 267 (8T - Lt
B TA I HEABZRE BNV BEHERCKEEE=TEHZET
S  HIRAREAFES - YEMRABLLMES  BFHEUHZRE
BREZEEHEMEN - EEBKENER.Z T SEHEKREESE - 5 BUT R
BEAGR L ER > FEGZEE MM REGH - BUT & &8 & A5 5
HEENRR E2RAEANENRHN - BRERFHIELHNEZE  RMATGEAHEEL
B §8 2 Mk B - R B - JERZ E i P T RV R R M BUR I - D H S TEAT
£ E-FEAETE - BUFERMBEREETILERE - 3G ER Sk &8 F]
i he 75 B LU B B R R R AR A

fErt g A2 T E o ERMETEMAER - B2 A EARELE
ETERRERBEE E# R TMGEEERE > QB8 E  FERENES



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
146 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997

JHEE o IR MA R B AR REE ST 3 HAEH A D B - B
A EERER/NE = AG - PNEH ABRBRTE R KEEA - EARE
WERHE > REHFEEERSE  EEHAEZR TRETBFRNBCOR - hENDTH
KA - MRFEBEFRKERERERE - MaRERTE-EALT
H-Z LK HEAZAGREERTENG®  SEMLBEREEX -

ElgREfE  BWEEERZEEEZA - M EZE ¥t G KEE R
U E B —BF - MEFE ARG EELAE BT —HE ANK - R E K
e WP EANFTEGIRES - - DUEMNEBEF - 208 Kot 22 77 /Y %1 5k
fis » BREAEBRMEIER AW > BUFTNEERMEE R - K NHHEH
REREIINLEEZEY » BUFEHAG TR EWES - UEN®EEZAD
FIHEZ RS - BT LS 2 EE -

HATEE =R R LGS - b 7 E 52 ftdr dE e A - KA
HEG L REREBIFG TEXER AN LA S R g - R i 77 fE i 5
HHEE  FEFBEBNTEHATURAZRE -

EEREMNGERTEH AN —EREEE - £/ 5 3mH80EE
 HRSRRAZRESEMLB T - BREENGRB R - B R B %
CHAIREEEREY - FEH L REZFAEEHIEE - IE R E E W E & 2
MR ABRENEFREANRZ — - MRBUT B fHRIBIRE - B & F#E
EOEM E- P REEABNKRERE - HBEOEREMRE SR ECIE  HBR
BROER  HEHNABNRBEEEERER H -

B My S A

EREBRERNBBEE 7 H 1 B G HEE R EEREZGTHE %Y
Mo R E R BRI 5%EY &= U R A ARERERME A DLy e -
HRBEBEAZNEZET  BUSDCERIFHER - mHEEEME L
EETFTHEMBPCRANER A2 RIS EE R AR E -

TR ERBBUFEM ZEGE - (EARE) DUE S5 R T 5 i
ERfar st - FUER &M BT ZDLE AR R AT Bl A A4 & fU(E B
WMERMHEE HRHEVRFABENREEOHEE  RETELBEE
RPN R B B AR DM ER I ER E - DARRBA - 2
A HERHRE - RANGED TREMRRBIET - FEFEFKIT EWAHR
B AR GRS EFER2E -

ER o AR E -



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997 147

EE LHEEE -

THREEE - £ HEHERRE( "EERT )EEMEERE LA —EFA
g A SR RIE RN - ERMGERFAQE#R kg REQFEAT
S sk 18 1 R T 5B R R o v HE TR SR R BT E S R 1 I st R A 1S -

B HEARE R RAL NS BT - SFEMEE 0T R ERKE - 0
BRI RPN T A NS - Bl HFRI B RIS R ERE T -
A R e B A Bt R — SRR B SRR R o T M RR BUR T DA 2 F AT e
N B e A (R MR o BB BIER - MR E WAy O R B R BT I s
26%A0 S A PE Ei By 30% 5 K » {H 2 W Bl B fa 3 H o B iR B 0 B R ey & E]
LHEMEEEE SR EXREEROLAE - aJLLZHEERE 15%5 5 & &
M 5 S5 LB DL P F] (regional headquarter) 2 (A8 & 1y S A - FERE H
& 10% o R AN BT K A KA W K B BUF HE A F EE R R L
A AR o IE AT R U SN 1 B A R E A v R AR R B S R 1 B B TR B

BERAERAEAEBR L -HRE RS EZET  HEBFHEEE LR
SRS MRE A REHEEERIMOEEZEALES R AL DK
VEGHENEL  MAVEREERERRRUGRHITIEEETELR - EEC
KON GHEME - WENEFASTRIRE RS ZES » HREE
HE N~ W77 BIg TIERCR -

HHREHAEERERG R B2 HMBEZEE  KMEEERTERH
e - DARE Gt & RSB B R E R E - MM A B RAENS I L5 E R AER S
WhiatkgmERMOUBERBEGERE KMEASFELEARARZELEEBK
N EREMRB ORI -~ LEEAL BT RESTENERLE  RMEE
Tt R EBEEF TS T AEFHA > HERIISHMEARKERKE £
EHERY > ERA DR EERTREEER

geAh - BORF R LS R R H BT AR R — R e AN TE AR S - BIANAR 2
HEiRHl - A1 & S e SRR 07 A48 H AR B AR A 73 St - A Hofh 4 =
R ARMEENS - EEEHGTEHEE HES » "E2KEEEONEL
EHEAZ-EAMNEE  ZoREEMNEEKRE F®EIE - EERT
o B - FFZ B A AW EE DA E S S M AEE AR BOR o H AR
Znal et bR - BIEM EMAER - B — SEERFEHEE A F Y
HEAFGE - Wit BUFEAER T EA B ATE R E R EEEBRERE -



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
148 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997

PRFG I S+ e T 62 5 AN K (B B £ S AE A Vi 7% i O B iR - o Tk B0 Ry B
Iif e 5 R A 15 7 -

H LN AN E

Bl
il

EE BZRLE

ik

REEHE: EH - FEMERE ( CBER ) EALEREIEEEER
5 HH 1 9 15 72 U

BT 97-98 FEMHEEEFE 300 (Humes  BFHE "BEERN
R” - THEZHTTEERIOER-E AR RRER - {4 BERY L
MR E ARG AE - BREMOEE  AAREGRFERTH -
FEHEMABEEE RN —LAEEEE -

£ 98-99 FRBMEFEE D » BUF TS Bt fE A R85 | - HIRAE
9 10 EoctgE 11 oo - AIEIEAT R 10%EG > MEHs A iy e Dk
20 Bt E 22 Bt - FREIEGE -~ RURKRREETLHF LB ZKE
ARNA B E — A NE TRy fd - B 27,000 T2 29,750 T
A WMIEHEEZEME  B=_REBFNL T REME  WMERMERTE
14,000 e A8 - NEEEFIHENERBAEARAENTLARKEEE -
MAREEE A EHRMRE  NEFFRBHGEET - &2 — (555 5/
Mo fEERRAEEHENEMNRERE  MHEHSE B 2T ZF# T
WY& B=F 1T LAt DL A - ] DUREXRAE SR =4 7205 LB
% o

AN s St Tt E AR AR MTHAABE AR GRS - H
27,000 JL¥EE 29,750 TAEA c RBERMEZEEHEK X EE S - 102
R - At BFTLEE HFHZSHEBEFEASLERETE -

ANEFEEH LA 75,000 T £ 82,600 wAEL » RBBEBERE
BHEE -BRENZ  H¥EHEEERMAIE&N - Ak - 2T &%
i ML B 38R 5 B NI /R A A

A Bt EEREESEE > BEZEANLRRE - B 25,000 JTi
£ 27,500 7C » K2 10%EY G 0E - SRk & EAE0y—8F - BERE R BUT



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997 149

e 5% e M i A -

M B BT F R E SR - B2 T £ 25, 0007T - BB H A
FHE B AIPE S IR - Ao s Bt 3 N LI m MBI A fE » IS EEA
N&EFNER -

FEAs - B BT E o RLEE A LR EE - RMETEZIKR -
RANEZFEBG—E2EHREE 3ETHERZE 45, 000 7T - 1 & =2 B f == J] HE
FFER BT 20% -

geoh - EERMRE OEENME  HEEESS > T EERFEAEA
TEXREENEE e ADEE-EHHEREE A ANEREBUSEZERR
TR BFRERILEREEREZXBNE BFHE -

HH - FMEE R BUR AT 1 £ % i e 75 B8 T 208 o fg o R - 32 AT P
o BRAEE R 1R BN S A 20 (BT - ALV AN R ERZ (L
3B G 2 M — k= TAE - DU B AP Ay AT -

AR S - BEREA LR E EEEE R ER G ERR -

EFE - RNGEICBREE - B -

= il —

BEREFBEEFLL SHERMAWOEENANE  BRTEH > BEE—
SRR ATA R E - B EER B E - 8RR BUT AR A S8R # B
FREWMERENEBLEEMBMERENEBLESE - B2 ®mE BT HRHEET
fmaf  BEEETZEHR R -

ANR R EBEE W ABRE - 2 ENENCRE - FE > BE—#HE
TTERAMARRMRE - EERH < EEBACERS SRKBEFE LR
BRI EEE AL MABERESFEBREHENRE - ST HEEORE - @A
MAACEHF LB - RN RSE -

EAB BB EENRAEERABEYEY - A ALY ELHER - B
H o REEEORE - EHERERRIEEREE 6T LSS



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
150 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997

%o HAEEENWHE  —RTRAZNCERZEHEENI - KAZLHELEX
LB MM ARER - F - F XN EXEE SEEMLE L Mr Fox
MAGAZINE) - & &g H X Bl e RZ H — (B @ B ey Bl - DU A 5 90 5 R < B
IF AT DU AT B A - TR - REERNAE —#tEYE  REEERTHK
WA R - K - RARHBEFBEZEENRY ERENBILESR -

HEHRFEWREE  EE0 MWD - 252 FMAS R ERES
EZRAER - RARBMRBEFTER  BERELGHEES "BEERR" O
R FBADABESTITROBEEER  HHITEEERE LHEHEEMTT
¥ MTEZE - A DT S50 o IHATEBUR M BB BRI MRS -
WAHEBIFE R HEETH EE kil -

ERFEH - AN T B R E&ESE - NEHRE R T H
oo A B B2 1R o Pt HERZ B A M — S Ph e o BB PIER - BRIIE
ERE > REEEFERESEAMEESE  HETHRRE 1XFTER - B —L&
MikE - BRI % "HMe =" FEEBOR - FI0 EFIN o BAANT
i R A B B A 2 5% HUHT I (8 Ry — (1 /& SE AR ER ( operation headquarter ) -
HRGR 10% BREEHIIMNERAKY - EHITEEBENREREZ
o R RAEE S - S HHEAEARRE - HET SN - EEHR
WGl A sk EMESNEIIERE? AARBEREFERES "ILFR
7 BIRR -

Rl A A 7 5 B R 3

R P DR AR o R ERE -

ERE BREMEE -

BRIEMES TR L BEERBREEEREEREBUS R IZEE LK
gL T B R BRI AR AN BE N 100 (ROT - < BUR AE I BURE (R AE 98
3 HREE 3, TT0 (BT - EEHKRE AR IE M ERENEZE - Bt
—(EAREERREZARK - FNRERREESITTCR - RFEBF =MV B &
AR ERAE -

REZBEHRE ( "RER ) BE  BEEXVIIEELEY » HAHEEH



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997 151

B EermAINZEN > AE6 "INZRE > HZRER” #ri2Eah - B A
R AEAE 96 FMBUHRE R EE T - BT A FTEME —EEE - L
FEEMREKYREANE - HARE ARAEEER > SEETHERIRKH
THRABZOEEL A5 - KM EBOERESHIRF > K > RER
ME AR R —5 > HEBENRKBEINREARE LD -

AN RN R BEREEHRAGENR  SEENEERRRE - &5
e ML - HOEEEBERBEMNEHRAEA - 4GB B ECF 85 Ry /iR
F o BEBERE - HREERE - DLW BEIAE 94-95 BUM BRE R - AL
SR AIE M A 17. 5% E 16.5%  ERLSHAEMROKR A HTENE » K
g WAMEE R - EAE R —(EERE - FAER L E M BUSE R E AT Bk
A e

HRX HFHEFHBOAEHREL 16.5% ERELLEMEMIEFE &
By MK REEESMESRRES - WEBMERESNREES B
& MK MMAREN > RESEBCR - SEERAEFHNE  FF - H
RE&EZMS - MERRBIPNELE 2 > SHIAGEMNASHHKE - @
i TREENRGEE  URAGRIFGREHGIGHE  RERERFER

I - B THEFRFBUR R E IR A DLW BGR RE - RERE R ZE
MR B ERBMEMSRAEE - HITHRFE -

EFE - FEL TEANEADHEEQERSBER - BT BUE RN A
WE S - EFREH A LR SR RAE R - 2K E & B 4 G B AT A
HHEHAE EFFES - 15 WM BEER 2,300 Boni A - 5LE /G2 K E
B HBR W OFERBETEIEM G ROETFEENMERSE  ERE
m L E - SEER R > BEBUT R B B R R o B BUE T N B
fEEEERBUR - BERMER - B KEEM L ERIEA - 2 EFEHR
2 HABELECEIENIRTE -

R EE R - R & BUF L 8 R a8 5 A BT E TR0y R - Sl H 3 3R A
Wi HET 2 E A BT B WA HFEEBEZEANE LR - #EK
FFEZEEBR LGt ZE G » DLF RS 7m0 s & e

ERNFHEEZERBEFERMROMEE  RERIERY - EEEES
WIRCIE T+ hF - BT 6 By o Bl fth — JBE 5 G 58 (B RE - BRE MR 2R A0 15 A
WL - MR - BIFEEZEERRME  EZE SRS ME A FHER
e SEETFRANMWMATLHEEZE  HERBEE - DS



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
152 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997

EEEM AN LA LU BER A

Al SEE o SERERS > BErlES —ENMEF KRR - B0
RAZWRH A FEr R EERATR > R DIEEHES - LEGHBA5EER
RipE s HEBRSIREECEE "AFME A" 89 - AT LERER R BT IE
% ¥ B H EE T F E M T

BeAh B TR LS E AN RS R FE — 5 EZRM EE
RROILHTHY TERERAMESIHT ME aEEFAEENEERE o o HM
MARBRMFELEEFN  RMAGFLEEHFFEE - T HEIERERFRAT
AEYEL - BT R KM B ESREETR -

LR REBER - LHAT M B er - 0 ERIEE L IZAY 1, 700 (87T
T E e TR AERNVE-DREREEN - W "NZRE > HZR
R” - ERE ARG EREETR g LA PR - fFEREERAANL
RS E e - 42— Ha R EBUF B 8T -

ER L A NGEBRAE

EE BRBIMES -

BRIEIAERS « EE L > &L 10 FROREHE R EE L - 68 & 5 A H B AS
MR NI w2 EWRENBEN LA LSt GHE  BREMKNES
EHER T - BT8R G EE 2 KRR - ThHE — BRI - SR BT E R
HREHANLZR > ARIIREEYSHER  HERAER - M —ERX
RE T ANERZERT R A - A REEERRGETEKPER T - BUF A BE
=T ZEITHFME  BEEMRT —EMERR  DAELEZFEERNE - B
RE -

£ 1997-98 FEHEH M BHERT - BNV ERAZEZ T IHRINE
R M8 —-MEEE 2 & ZEREMMRE—KE 3 &t » i —2L{EIK
AANLBEERAE - mE A RMETEE 10 Eix > WEMESRER - B
HMBEEREMUTEZZ - A8 HR T AMNFIEERFEERER  HE
BEIG  EVEEFUE TR BFHEESEZEIRAAN LR R -

Tk & 5L 5 B R RE ) R Y B ] BB AR RO U BOE] B R G R R SR AR
fEH AR - TEHHAE 98-99 FRHNMBER ED - B Z ERKE AN DM EE



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997 153

£ 12 B BEXBETXNERETEZEGRER - EFE L DR
el K15 - AR E N e A B 0 e g - IMIAH(E & R KAy 2
mER—E £ -

EEREREAH > #AREREERERGESFEREGEE 5 000HEML - H

g BEEROE -RRREH  -mHERBR > HMHZBUF S INE - &
Rl s BosrE IR EENHE SRR - EHa ZEwT - REKE
HiE EE A EREE T ROMBIENR s MEREREZ T  REEBH
NEZHMTEREXANLMBERS  EMMMEEEFEER - 69 #E B M
HEER - MRS ETBUS REES R E R E - 8 AR #HE Y R
ARBE ARG EEOHNEHE . BPHFR -

EFEZL ESROURRET  EEEERERHERAGEHR AR
i fe - WA E SR > A3 BRI AR - THE G HBUF#R - &AM
LHEA R - MRRBRERSHEARARE WM —EXL » TEHONGH AR
AT G AL - B WE - MEMRESEEDR 18.5% —HMEHKFHN
16. 5% AR B Enk & HEZ L BRI - MEHREEREEIDN - FTLL - L
&R0k T FERZ R 1S B - BT RE RZ AR 1%

NGRS HE - IEMEANA FrEt - &BOMNERRE - 8T 5eHE
MM RE L E B  BINAEHRASERAEE - HREHEFANE - F5HR
EZWMBEZEAR - HX > ERMEEZERE - & KM 2E 7 &5 W
- GRS MEEEGLEY - ERFELTEERE AL
RMEEZER - IR ET g &SRR EE  WEFEERFENL Y
BT  Beoh - RZBEE - TR BREIT R E SRR A 8 H E NG
it e - ZEMILE - AREHPERELRNE  EMHERERZES -

HWHGEENIMARESTNE » LEBFEE EMBRKZHERS
H o HAERMZHRE&ZES - OIA07E 96 FMHEEXES - ERMGTEHE 6
Eoo&ek, HEARA > RBRFERMGEEFZH 66 B2 - AKELEIINEE
B LW RAEGEERAAES - HEFBIUL A EER - < NS BUT
RAABE 8,000 (EoCfEfe - (HREZRHME » BRAEMHETREERITCE
BUFE—B WA - FFiE T H - WA R E O R M RBOF - F M5 ZHRER
BN o BIR @ BN - AL —BUOB RN STMEE  SRORAETE  EEE
Ry — 6 B RE 4 22 fE SR S WYL T -



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
154 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997

EFE - EREMFENR > HEREZEIE » THEE N REE - W
JHBIEZE - ##H -

TR BEEEE -

EEEEE  EFE > SR KE SAWERE AP LEEBOMNE - LF
1957 4 72t B A 58 Emmm HEF" AR - mEkM5 KREEEF
ISHMEME - HEE "—BEmH” > SBRFEHISIIHREZNAEE
RAEHAREGEA - MARERFE > WSRO ESHMamERE NS &
BRI FEEIfEf iy — L2 ER -

TR ERERE > WIS R EERIMAIER - F I 1E I R
g ( "RiIgT ) cBERN BEHEA2EACKEREANEST - BHEENK
EHERES  BFHBEEHSFHEHMEZFZOKS W2 I0E KR ELZSEER -
FMT Y HESEDEERESS 1,000 AR 1.5 70 » #AJEEER - 100 I
SLENT 0.15 TR ELZZHHITER > EHEAREHE X EH MK - /£
LB ERALGEHBELHGE > ERBFHIOEEHER - ER > &K
MIREREBRENE  CPEEEBFERFBERMS  FREWIIERD
EERW SR ILENEERSR  REEFRRBEER » MERTHE -
EMeEaRmiEERANAE  REWIFREHEMEMEE - R EZW KRB
) e DL BEREURRERNSBEZERBE TEVRER R BEIK
METRE - B FEGHEN . KFECHEEHE - E8FE BB KH
WESHMEREBUT - BREES > CAEE . HREEZHEEVFH - KKE
ZAHEE  KEEHRTTEEWEARER  BEE TR ER -

o WA R E R EAZ B ENAE R - R A AR RO E TH A 5 Y
o M EZEY) T %%*%Kﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁéﬁ¢b’?
%m%?éﬂ¢@%ﬂu’ a2 bE E W I BOH BN e f - AT DL 3RO R BOF
FERKW =4 » 1 ZHH 0. OOOBé&E%%&@% PLE®sr 328 » 8035 1E 6 &
N Wﬁhwﬁ“%@ﬁ B SR AR BB AR EE BRI KR
i@ ¥ A LR H & — MRy -

Al Al & e R BB R EORE BRI FEREAC - R AP B 5 A
Ry Rl DA B & - A5 EE R A - ﬁ%%%@ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ—@’ﬁ
FIEZ TR - BNy 2 R ERZ G ME o AN EBRFHEE — I



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997 155

RN - EREBREMAE 1 FAN - ZRANLHERS NEORE » HIK
MAESE  EBEE—BRIEH - MRS EREE "IZ8E - MmfME&EXR
= U+ ERBRBRBESTERR /b0 B RFN—Y) - M
AN PR S At T B 2O 55 R Ml P R AT B 5 T e

AT BA o BUE HE %P 0 8 BEAR BUR 1 2 & 30 22k 58 & Rl 0 B9 ol
i » HEER THAEASARKRETS - RATERZ R 5 # - B2 25 H
[F o - BTt S RE R S5 - Wi e 2B E T H RS T R E - fTLL RS
RFELBE (FHWR  BUFEEREEEIERESE EFEHRE  IEHET
H#EE R WAVAS B - SR ERES -

TR WAELEET  REHZEURFEBGFHREERY - 880 K
e WM TR DT REEEBEENER B EHE BT
By - LLREIEAT R - BB REZEMEZE 3 B RETBEBUFE K H
EEEN-YHEHERSE  gHTRBFER - HE2XEFK H WEHEZE FE
BT EZ R EEEAEH M - T RBUTIRE @ AEE » IRA L2 S
BIREE RN R RAREREMMAES BN  MMRIEEESR
B B KRBT HINER - BEY » I2BEY - REFLEFi6TEFAE
HEAE®A 1000 ol MEHEEANES®E 5 000 A 1 HHNZHAZ
500 &JT » ZFMAE 6,000 EoT - HEREFEAMBR AKE » AE— R
VEHE  HEMFRGEHEENSSE  ARMMOLE  DRMMAREK > &7
WARER - WA REE - RS ER ' PUTF A REmIE -

AU S i e

EE fEsREE -

MIEEAEE « EF » AAWIA IEEERBEEENWBLERR - 0 E i
Rl B ¥R A0{AT 2 AR T FIRO AT A8 AN B B (LAY &= RRIRTE D0 R SR Y 5 B RO
HEREE KM EERZEA e 0 -

il 7 — LRI ERABUR - PIANE T8 e gl ARERH
M —LKRIE HRTHEENHFERAGEERK R - <M —
BL o B T AR R N S A E M AR E S AN EE MG REEE -



PRI EE — 1997 F 7 B 23 H
156 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 23 July 1997

HEANE - FEE - WA ZLER - W (EAXE) B-0F kA
E R W BUSAE M BBE S B BRI E AR R A o S ZE A AR E R (E R
RIHEE - Fr L VE s & E IR AT 7 E AU B BE 2 - 2 N 6E e B B A AR (E
HY 38 R R M E e By o 35 DU B I ik & A D S R S B B Y S R K E 3R T BB
SCHIZ PR - B ERZAY -

Beoh s (EARE) F—EHF/EATE  FERBFEZREKESEEH I
R AR - AN 2 DA R S i o 2R R L B

i e

IR RTEHMBAMBS 2 HUE  REFHEBHAREERRS -

il

HAEFELAERZEMBLEERS - EEHEZEE MESHRE 5 2

B

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Thank you, Madam President. | do not know
whether | can take five minutes because the Honourable CHAN Choi-hi took
about three and a half minutes to move his amendment and despite the rather
radical suggestions from the Honourable LAW Cheung-kwok, he took just over
five minutes, so | will try and keep my remarks very brief.

| want to ask Members this, both of them want a Review Committee, the
Association for Democracy and People's Livelihood wants tax increase, is that
what they want? Not tax increase over the board, but in very specific sectors, in
profits tax and in the standard tax rate. The standard tax rate today is 15%.
Do they know how many people in Hong Kong pay the standard tax rate? Most
of them do. There are only 2% of our workforce that pays the 15%, 64 000 out
of 3.2 million and do they know what proportion of salaries tax they pay?
About 60% of the total salaries tax. So they have 64 000 people paying 60% of
the salaries tax collected by the Government and he wants to increase it.

As far as profits tax is concerned, somebody criticized the Government for
reducing the profits tax from 17.5% in 1993/94 to 16.5% in 1994/95. Do they
know why the Government reduced it? Because they made a mistake in the first
place. When the tax in 1992 was 17.5%, profits tax was 32.2 billion dollars.
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In 93-94 it was 17.5%, profits tax was 39.8 billion dollars, in 1994-95 when
profits tax was reduced to 16.5% they collected 47.4 billion dollars. So for
those who say that a tax reduction does not help produce profits, please answer
those figures. But | am really disappointed in my friends in the Democratic
Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong. They are even more radical than my
friend, the Honourable Miss CHAN Yuen-han in the Federation of Trade Unions.
They are supporting a 2% increase in profits tax and a 2% to 4% increase in
standard rate tax because that is what Mr LAW Cheung-kwok wants whereas
Miss CHAN Yuen-han only wants a modest 1% increase. How can they
support either amendment? | hope the Honourable Mrs Peggy LAM would
reconsider her position.

Property Post States, "Over the next two years between August this year
and March 99, land sales are estimated to fetch 120 billion dollars". Even if we
do not get that figure let us say we get 100 billion, they want the Government to
increase taxes. The Secretary for Treasury must be having a really good day
today. The other reason why they cannot support a call for a Tax Review
Committee is that they have not told us what they want to review. Mr LAW
Cheung-kwok at least has come up with two examples, he just wants increase in
two levels, I do not know what else he wants. Mr CHAN Choi-hi has not
mentioned anything at all. Mr LAW Cheung-kwok has not told us what the
financial impact is, what the gain is, what the loss is, who will benefit, or who
will suffer.

As | said earlier, if our Administration would manage our reserves better,
we have 170 billion dollars, 1% improvement in management is 1.7 billion
dollars, 2% is 3.4 billion, 2.5% to cover inflation would give us over 3 billion
dollars, plus the land fund. We will have money coming out of our ears and
they want to support tax increases. Well, | suppose if they do then it will not
surprise me if business moves away from Hong Kong, if our most talented people
will move away from Hong Kong because what sustains Hong Kong is team
work, it is not just the talented people, it is not just business people taking risks,
but all the people working, wages are high, quality of living is good. So | think
we should preserve that. Vote against the amendment. Thank you.

EE EBEREE -
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were six Members in favour of the
amendment, 33 against and two abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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Mr CHAN Choi-hi rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 13 Members in favour of the
amendment, 27 against and one abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, | do not wish to drag on
proceedings any further, I simply want to thank all Members for the very
interesting views that they have expressed, | only have one last request, do not
fall for what the Secretary of Treasury said, he is already laughing, so please
support my motion. Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 25 Members in favour of the
amendment, 12 against and four abstaining. She therefore declared that the
motion was carried.
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HEWE
Review of Education

ERB=ZHER  HERA - ROBEE -

MR DAVID CHU: Madam President, I move the motion as set out under my
name in the Order Paper. Madam President, a consensus is emerging that Hong
Kong education has to be updated and rejuvenated to suit these challenging times.
For a while, | have been among many pondering this very question. | think
most of us agree that education reform should be the enterprise of the whole
community rather than the solo brief of any able individual with an executive
mandate or that of the Education Commission alone.

When the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) was
conceived three weeks ago, the Chief Executive implored us to invest in the
future with pride, hope and confidence. To me, there is only one way of going
about this which is the revamping of our education to ensure that our youths are
not only ready for the future but could also take charge of that future.

The British had been masters of using education to indoctrinate and then
manipulate their overseas subjects. So effective were their methods of thought
control that they boasted how the Americans with half a million troops in
Vietnam could not manage that relatively small country whereas they never had
to deploy more than 50 000 soldiers to dominate a place as vast and disparate as
India. The colonial education was, therefore, by definition shaped not to benefit
our people but to serve the United Kingdom, to turn us into clerks but never the
masters of our destiny. | am not the first to say we have done remarkably well,
not because of, but in spite of, our colonial upbringing. Others who are more
extreme even claim that colonial education was another form of opium that
dulled our sense of self-esteem and doped us with ignorance about our heritage.

If we are to reform our education, where do we start and from whom can
we take inspiration? Some may say, "copy the West". But even in the West,
the United States and Britain especially, educators are examining their systems,
wondering where they have gone wrong with lowering academic scores, common
classroom violence, and declining discipline.

We are an Asian society with a creed which has withstood the tests of time
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and of colonial domination. We note the startling advancements of students in
mainland China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan and Singapore whose scores easily
outpace those of the West. For sure we can learn a lot from those Confucian
communities. But then we should also note their weaknesses of conformity,
lack of initiative and imagination. What we are left with is the blending the best
from the East and the West to produce a hybrid which is right for us. Hong
Kong, poised at the confluence of cultural currents, is perfectly placed to
synthesiz these different influences. This is what we must do as we, step by
step, redesign an SAR education which will put us ahead and keep us ahead.

Education is about sharpening our competitive edge. This competition is
about individual students vying for top scores and about the race for supremacy
among societies. During the colonial years we accepted mediocrity and took
quantity over excellence and quality. Let us face the truth that education is
elitist and selective. For those weeded out because they lack academic talent,
they can count on the finest vocational training which has merits in its own right.

Education is about raising our self-esteem. Besides feeding our youths
with the knowledge they seek from all over the world, it should instil in them
dignity, morality, affinity for their Chinese culture and patriotism. We see all
over the world countries infusing their youngsters with understanding and love of
their communities. When ours was a colony, it was subversive for teachers to
train their students to be leaders lest this make colonial rule indefensible. | am
sure the Honourable Mrs Elsie TU will reflect on her 45 years as an educator in
Hong Kong in her speech. | am also sure the Honourable TSANG Yok-sing
will tell of his hard times operating a school which went against the colonial
convention,

Education is about developing the individual. As such, we have a sacred
obligation to educate our youths to the best of their potentials so that some day
they will contribute to the renaissance of our nation.

Three weeks ago, President JIANG Zemin referred to our return to China
as a cleaning agent that removed the people's shame which originated with the
Opium War. With respect to the President, | suggest that the act of national
redemption did not end but had only begun with the Chinese recovery of
sovereignty over Hong Kong. The rest is up to us. Because we have the
courage, conviction and confidence to fulfil the task, we can be sure that our
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superbly educated and motivated children and their children will continue what
we have started. With those words, Madam President, | urge the Government to
commit its reserve and resources to the enterprise. With those words also, | beg
to move this motion under my name. Thank you, Madam President.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.
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MRS ELSIE TU: Mr Deputy, the Honourable David CHU's motion and
Professor the Honourable NG Ching-fai's amendments are both acceptable, being
very similar, but the Honourable CHAN Choi-hi's amendment seems to be
unnecessary. | think there is no need for Members to cannibalise the motions of
others.
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Some of us worked very hard throughout the 1960s to win universal free
primary education in the early 1970s and free secondary education in 1978. It
was intended that universal free education would save young people from child
labour and from crime. Unfortunately things did not turn out that way. One
reason for that was that little consideration was given to what kind of education
was needed for the average or below average children. Nor was the training and
quality of teachers sufficiently upgraded. Problems soon began to surface as the
school leavers of Forms three and five found that the need for blue and white
collar workers was reduced because factories closed down or moved over the
border into China and education was taking them nowhere. Children who can
make the higher grades in school now have little hope for the future. The other
ones who lose interest in school begin to cause trouble, get involved in vice, join
gangs and sometimes ruin their lives. Clearly the whole system needs
revamping from nursery and kindergarten to primary and secondary school.
Many improvements have been made and | do commend the Education
Department for its efforts in the form of equipment but these efforts have been
piecemeal and have not covered the fundamental problem of what kind of
education is suitable for different types of students, how we can bring out the
best in each type of child and also what kind of education will serve the
community. The syllabus has scarcely changed with the times and most
children are shaped on the same moulds.

Mr CHU's motion and Professor NG's amendment set the ideas that we
should aim at in this new era of our history. We need a new beginning to save
this generation and future generations of Hong Kong children, many of whom
have been polluted by all the worst of the West, of what the West has to offer. |
commend the booklet on education written by Mr David Chu which | presume all
Members have received. That booklet points the way forward in education and
| would not like to spend time repeating what he said nor would | like to repeat
what other speakers have said.

Mr Deputy, | support both Mr CHU's motion and Professor NG's
amendment to Mr CHAN's amendment. Thank you.

REXFE : BIREFEE -
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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MR DAVID CHU: Madam President, the amendments moved by the
Honourable Mr CHAN Choi-hi and Professor the Honourable NG Ching-fai are
reasonably similar to my motion and | agree with many of their points.
However, they eliminated part of my proposal which is addressing the
educational problems left behind by the colonial legacy, and | would like to
explain why | object to this.

First of all, if we do not have a clear understanding of our past and
especially our past problems, how can we effectively plan for the future?
Perhaps both of them overlooked this point, perhaps they think the colonial
education in the past is perfect, it is without problems. But either way, this is a
live demonstration of the effectiveness of colonial education. This is the first
problem we must look at, that is, there are many people in Hong Kong who do
not even realize there is a problem. For example, many of us here, all of us
perhaps, are Chinese and we have been living in Hong Kong for many years.
How many Members can tell me what province is the capital of China, Beijing in ?
How many Members can tell me? And this is the problem. Thank you,
Madam President.
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Mr David CHU and Miss CHAN Yuen-han rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 23 Members in favour of the
amendment, 11 against and one abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was carried.
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MR DAVID CHU: Madam President, | want to thank the Government and also
my colleagues for giving so many constructive comments, especially my
colleague, the Honourable Eric LI. Whenever he addresses me as the "highly
respected” David CHU, | know something bad is coming. But | want to remind
Mr LI that if he can show me a person who does not believe that there are
education problems left behind by the colonial legacy, then | will show you a
person who is the victim of this colonial education legacy. Thank you, Madam
President.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-five minutes to Midnight.
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Annex |

Written answer by the Secretary for Health and Welfare to Mr Eric LI's

supplementary question to Question 2

According to the figures for the year 1997-98, the amount of subsidy that the
Government has to pay for each medical student is as follows:

(1) Five-year degree courseat the
Faculty of Medicinethe
University of Hong Kong

(2) Five-year degree courseat the
Faculty of Medicinethe

around HK$2.05 million in
total

around HK$2.80 million in
total
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Chinese University of Hong
Kong
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Annex Il

Written answer by the Secretary for Works to Mr CHOI Kan-pui's
supplementary question to Question 4

According to both the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation's and Government's
records, there has been no landslide incident which affected railway traffic along
the Kowloon-Canton Railway in the past three years.
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Annex 11

Written answer by the Secretary for Works to Mr LAU Kong-wah's
supplementary question to Question 5
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Of the 41 gazetted beaches, only 10 beaches have submarine outfall pipes in the
vicinity. The chance of bursting or being damaged by others is normally very
remote because all submarine outfall pipes are protected by rubble mound which
are capable of withstanding the impact load of marine traffic. Regular
inspection, testing and maintenance of submarine outfall pipes are carried out at
fixed intervals to ensure there is no leakage in the outfalls. Nevertheless, in
order to prevent the recurrence of the Tuen Mun incident, for marine works in the
vicinity of submarine outfalls, the contractor of the works will be required to
submit a statement of his construction method to the Drainage Services
Department (DSD) for approval prior to commencement of works and to
delineate restricted zones over the submarine outfalls with marker buoys to
facilitate the monitoring by DSD operating staff.
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HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION PASSPORTS BILL

Clause

5(5)

8(2)

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Security

Amendment Proposed
In the definition of "permanent resident of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region", by deleting "paragraph 2 of".

By deleting subclause (2) and substituting -

"(2) The Director may, in any particular case, issue a
passport which is valid for a period other than that stated in
subsection (1) if he is satisfied that there are exceptional
circumstances which render it inappropriate to comply with
subsection (1).".

By deleting A4 ARERBAIZE M AN ELA ™ and substituting ™ -
ARV E IR TR A B A 1B L T

In the heading, by adding "or collection of passports” after
"Application".

By deleting "If the applicant is required by the Director to collect his
passport at the place where he makes the application or at another
place outside Hong Kong" and substituting -

"Regardless of whether an application under section 3(1), 5(1)
or 6 is made outside Hong Kong, if the applicant wishes to
collect his passport at a place outside Hong Kong and the
Director considers that it is reasonably practicable to do so".

By deleting subclause (1) and substituting -

"(1) The Director may cancel a passport and may take
possession thereof if -
(@) the Director is satisfied on reasonable
grounds that -
(i) the holder of the passport
ceases to satisfy the conditions
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mentioned in section 3(2);

(i)  the passport or an amendment
of the passport has been
obtained by means of any false
or misleading statement or
information or has otherwise
been obtained unlawfully; or

(ilf) any particular or matter
recorded in the passport is
incorrect and, in the opinion of
the Director, it is not
appropriate or practicable to
correct it by way of an
amendment under section 5; or

(b) the holder of the passport has been issued
with  another  passport under this
Ordinance.".

9(2) By deleting "1™ and substituting "eEE".
New By adding -

"9A. Appeals against decisions of Director

(1) A person aggrieved by any decision made by the
Director under section 3(1), 4(2), 5(1) or 9 may appeal against
that decision in accordance with regulations made under
subsection (2).

(2) The Secretary for Security may by regulation provide for

(@) the authority to which or the person to
whom an appeal under subsection (1) shall
lie, or the establishment of an appeal board
for the purpose of hearing and determining
any such appeal;

(b) the powers of the authority, person or
appeal board referred to in paragraph (a) in
relation to an appeal under subsection (1);

(c) the procedure as regards the lodging of an
appeal under subsection (1);

(d)  the practice and procedure upon the hearing
of an appeal under subsection (1); and
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New

Schedule

() matters ancillary or incidental to those
specified under paragraph (a), (b), (c) or
(d).".

By adding after the heading "Consequential Amendments" -
"Immigration Ordinance
11A. Interpretation
Section 2(1) of the Immigration Ordinance (Cap. 115) is
amended in the definition of "HKSAR passport™ by repealing
"by the Director" and substituting "under section 3 of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region Passports Ordinance

( of1997)"".

In item 4, by deleting "7 & f1".
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CHINESE NATIONALITY (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) BILL
COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Security

Clause Amendment Proposed

3(2) By deleting "approved" and substituting "processed".



