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PAPERS

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

Subject
Subsidiary Legislation L.N. No.
Electoral Affairs Commission (Registration of
Electors) (Geographical Constituencies)
(Legislative Council) Regulation ............ccccevvennee. 499/97

Gambling (Amendment) Regulation 1997 ..........c..ccceeevvennen. 500/97

Hotel and Guesthouse Accommaodation (Fees)
(Amendment) Regulation 1997 .........c.cccevvviinnnnnnn, 501/97

Rectification of Error (No. 2) Order 1997........cccccoevvevinenne 502/97

Overseas Lawyers (Qualification for Admission)
(Fees) (Amendment) (No. 2) Rules 1997 ................. 503/97

Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden Bylaw ..............ccc........ 504/97

Immigration (Amendment) Regulation 1997 (L.N.
432 of 1997) (Commencement) Notice 1997........... 505/97
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Registration of Persons (Amendment) Regulation
1997 (L.N. 433 of 1997) (Commencement)
NOLICE 1997 ...

Marriage Reform (Fees) (Amendment) Regulation
1997 (L.N. 434 of 1997) (Commencement)
NOLICE 1997 ...

Births Registration (Special Registers) Ordinance
(Amendment of Fifth Schedule)
Order 1997 (L.N. 435 of 1997) (Commencement)
NOLICE 1997 ...t

Deaths Registration (Special Registers) Ordinance
(Amendment of Fourth Schedule)
Order 1997 (L.N. 436 of 1997) (Commencement)
NOLICE 1997 ...t

Marriage Ordinance (Amendment of Second Schedule)
Order 1997 (L.N. 437 of 1997) (Commencement)
NOLICE 1997 ...t
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£

IR :HEH - B -HER 2

3111[.1'
bt
i
I

p=ge1)

1998 FHEBERHAEFRERM
Adoption of Electronic Voting System in the 1998 Elections
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Application from Non-Chinese Residents for Hong Kong Permanent
Residency

6. MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, will the Government inform
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this Council of the number of applications for Hong Kong permanent residency
from non-Chinese residents, the number approved and the average time taken to
complete processing such applications, since 1 July 1997?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Madam President, from 1 July to 25 October
1997, the Immigration Department has received 11 895 applications for Hong
Kong permanent residency from non-Chinese residents. Of these, 9 379
applications have been approved. For the finalized applications, the average
processing time is six weeks.
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MR HOWARD YOUNG: Of the application figure of 11 895, did the
Government previously have any ball-park estimates of the potential size of the
expatriate community which might be eligible to apply for permanent residency?
And how far is this figure away from any previous ball-park estimates?

PRESIDENT: Secretary for Security.

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Madam President, as | have said in my main
reply, until 25 October 1997, we have received 11 895 applications. As regards
whether there was a ball-park figure of the number of non-Chinese residents of
Hong Kong who might be eligible to apply for right of abode, we had previously
a very rough estimate of about 70 000 persons who might be eligible to apply,
under the relevant section of the Basic Law. | have to stress that that is an
extremely rough estimate and | cannot, honestly put my hand on my heart, say it
was an accurate estimate. But yes, we did have such an estimate and | do not
know why others have chosen not to apply so far. But we keep on getting new
applications every day.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Allocation of Funds to the Hong Kong Sports Institute
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Medical Facilities Available in the New Airport
8. DR DAVID LI asked: Will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the kind of medical facilities which will be available in the new
airport at Chek Lap Kok and the surrounding areas;
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(b)

(©)

whether it has studied if such medical facilities can cope with any
large-scale disastrous incidents which may occur in the areas; if so,
what the findings are; and

whether there are plans to establish more hospitals and clinics in
the areas surrounding the new airport, in the light of the growth
rate of the community?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Madam President,

(@)

(b)

To meet the needs of the travelling public, the Airport Authority has
plans to establish a commercially-operated medical clinic in the
Passenger Terminal Building of the new airport at Chek Lap Kok.
In addition to providing general out-patient services, the clinic will
also provide to patients in emergency cases first aid and emergency
treatment pending transfer to hospitals.

In the neighbouring Tung Chung New Town, the Department of
Health's Tung Chung Health Centre has commenced operation since
August 1997, providing general out-patient and maternal and child
health services. The facilities in the Centre will be expanded, in due
course, to include also tuberculosis and chest service. In addition to
public medical facilities, opportunities are also available for private
practitioners to set up medical clinics in Tung Chung New Town.

We are confident that there are sufficient medical facilities to cope
with any large-scale disasters occurring at the new airport or its
surrounding areas. On occurrence of such unfortunate incidents, in
addition to ambulances sent from Chek Lap Kok and Tung Chung
areas, medical teams from the Hospital Authority will also be
dispatched to the scene to provide on-site triage and emergency
treatment to the victims. The casualties will be transferred to
hospitals by ambulances via the Lantau Link. Where the situation
warrants, helicopters, Mass Transit Railway trains, fireboats, rescue
boats and marine launches will be mobilized to assist in the transfer.
The Princess Margaret Hospital has been designated as the first
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hospital for receiving victims of disasters occurring at the new airport.
Other public hospitals, including the Yan Chai Hospital, Caritas
Medical Centre and Tuen Mun Hospital, will be involved in the
rescue operation depending on the scale and nature of the disasters.
All these hospitals are sufficiently equipped to cope with such
incidents and to provide the necessary medical services.

(c) The Government's policy is to provide medical facilities including
clinics and hospital services in North Lantau in line with population
growth in the area. We shall monitor closely the population
increase in North Lantau and draw up development programmes
accordingly.
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Control on Discharge of Sewage and Waste Water from Construction Sites

17. DR LEONG CHE-HUNG asked: Will the Government inform this
Council:

(@) whether it has any plans to step up control against the discharge of
sewage or waste water from construction sites; and

(b)(1) of the number of inspections of construction sites conducted by the
Environmental Protection Department for checking the discharge of
sewage or waste water;

(i) of the frequency of such inspections on average; and
(iii)of the number of prosecutions made, the average, the maximum and

the minimum level of penalties imposed by the court under the
Water Pollution Control Ordinance,
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in each of the past three years?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS: Madam

President,

(@)

Discharges from construction sites are subject to control under the
Water Pollution Control Ordinance (WPCO) which, inter alia,
restricts the type, amount and strength of effluent to be discharged.
Similar to all other types of discharges, the responsible party
for a construction  site should apply to the Environmental
Protection Department (EPD) for a licence before the
commencement of any discharge and to comply with the terms and
conditions as stipulated in the licence. Depending on the actual
site conditions and the nature of the discharge, the applicant may be
required to install suitable treatment facilities, such as silt traps
which could remove the suspended solids from the waste water, in
order to comply with the statutory control.

To ensure that sewage and waste water from construction sites are
properly discharged, EPD staff inspects construction sites both on a
routine basis so as to enforce the WPCO and prevent pollution and
in response to complaints received so as to rectify expeditiously any
pollution not identified during the routine inspections. However,
since discharges from construction sites are mainly of localized
concern and the problems could occur sporadically, emphasis has
been placed on inspections upon complaints regarding construction
sites in urban and sewered areas whereas routine inspections would
be carried out more frequently in unsewered areas due to the greater
threat to sensitive waters.

Since the implementation of tightened control on construction noise
and dust in November 1996 and June 1997 respectively, the EPD
has increased surveillance of construction sites in general. Since
June 1997, a monthly average of around 470 general inspections, of
which around 55 were specifically for sewage discharge, were
conducted by EPD staff. As a result of this increased focus on
construction sites, those with problematic discharges would be more
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(b)(1)

easily identified by EPD staff. The EPD will continue to step up
enforcement against improper discharge of sewage and waste water
from construction sites through re-prioritization of its enforcement
works as and when necessary.

The EPD made the following number of inspections to check the
discharges from construction sites in the past three years:

Period No. of inspections
1994 97
1995 183
1996 417
January to September 1997 485

(i)  There are over 1 200 construction sites in Hong Kong at any time
and it is not possible for the EPD to inspect all of them. For those
which have been the subject of complaints, the EPD would
subsequently on average inspect the sites two to three times to
ensure that the pollution problems are satisfactorily resolved.

(itfi)  The number of convictions and fine statistics for the control of
waste water discharges from construction sites under the WPCO are
as follows:

Period No. of Maximum Minimum Average

prosecutions
/
conviction*
1994 10 50 000 10000 26500
1995 8 50 000 8000 24750



PRI EE — 1997 F 11 A 5 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 November 1997 63

1996 21 100 000 5000 25000
January to September 1997 12 50 000 7500 25458
Total 41

* All prosecutions have led to convictions
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PRESIDENT: Mrs Elsie TU.

MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, what comes out clearly in this motion is the
concern of this Council that job priority must be given to local workers and that
the retraining programme must be vastly speeded up and improved.

The failure of the Government in the past to provide the kind of education
required in the developing economy and its tardiness in setting up
forward-looking retraining programmes are largely responsible for the increase in
unemployment and the consequent undermining of the work ethic of the workers.
Added to that is the trend, as in developed countries, to cut costs by employing
cheap foreign labour in order to avoid meeting the demands of local workers for
better benefits. This is also one problem that the local workers keep on asking
for better benefits. Politicians are not blameless in this because some have
deliberately activated workers to ask for even greater benefits. It is easy to win
votes by stirring up labour discontent. But workers do not always realize that in
the long run they are the ones to suffer when factories and shops close down and
they are left without work, especially small enterprises that cannot cope with the
ever increasing benefits they are forced by law to provide.

Our economy requires a sense of responsibility on the part of both
employer and employee. It also requires hard work by both employer and
employee to make us competitive in today's world marketplace. Since Hong
Kong has failed to prepare workers or to retrain workers adequately to meet the
demands of our present day economy, it may be that in the short term we need to
import certain categories of workers. But | emphasize that it must be short-term
and only when every effort to find local workers has been genuinely proved to be
impossible through overall co-ordination in job matching.

When Governor WILSON announced the "rose garden" project in 1990, he
specifically stated that it was intended for local people to reap the fruits of their
labour. That has not been the case. Some may have had more than their share
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of the fruit. Some have had little or none of it. Others who had no right to it
have stolen it from the local people. | therefore agree with the spirit of Mr
CHAN's motion not to increase the import of labour scheme at the cost of local
jobs. However, Mrs Sophie LEUNG has put forward a strong case that will
meet any genuine need for import of labour in the short term and still give
priority to local workers.

| do have some worries that the Government may just make this
amendment an excuse for ignoring the call for enhancing the retraining scheme.
| warn that to ignore the call for priority for local workers would be to put our
economy at risk because if unemployment increases, whatever can be gained by
importing workers will be lost to our economy in spending taxpayers' money to
support the families of the unemployed. At the same time, it will encourage
dependency on welfare handouts and destroy the will to work of the local people.
There are plenty of examples of welfare dependency due to unemployment in
other countries and we must learn not to copy them, but to avoid falling into the
trap those countries have made for themselves.

Madam President, | hope that this Council today will make it clear that the
present unemployment situation should not have occurred and that steps must be
taken to prepare our workers for the future so that such a situation may never
occur again.  We must plan ahead to make our economy the strongest. But we
must also prepare the human resources among our own population to serve that
economy. Anything short of that would be self-destructive in the long run.
Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were seven Members in favour of the
amendment, 25 against and four abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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Mrs Sophie LEUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 11 Members in favour of the
amendment, 21 against and four abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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Mr CHAN Kam-lam rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 15 Members in favour of the
motion, 17 against and four abstaining. She therefore declared that the motion
was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at two minutes past Eight o'clock.
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Annex 11

WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands to
Mrs Peggy LAM's supplementary question to Question 4

The Building Department is in the process of recovering from concerned owners
the outstanding 15% of the removal cost in respect of those advertisement
signboards the owners of which have been traced. Where necessary, legal
action against the owners will be pursued.



