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The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

Subject
Subsidiary Legislation L.N. No.

Merchant Shipping (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) (Charges for Discharge of Polluting
Waste) (Amendment) Regulation 1997.................... 569/97

Waste Disposal (Permits and Licences) (Forms and
Fees) (Amendment) Regulation 1997 ...................... 570/97

Waste Disposal (Chemical Waste) (General)
(Amendment) Regulation 1997 .........c.ccccevvvevininnnnn, 571/97

Water Pollution Control (General) (Amendment)
Regulation 1997.........ccccoviiiiniei e 572/97

Electoral Affairs Commission (Registration of
Electors) (Geographical Constituencies)
(Legislative Council) (Amendment) Regulation
1907 e 574/97

Electoral Affairs Commission (Registration)
(Electors for Functional Constituencies) (\oters
for Subsectors) (Members of Election Committee)
(Legislative Council) (Amendment) Regulation
1907 s 575/97

Employment Agency (Amendment) Regulation 1997......... 576/97

Air Pollution Control (Specified Processes)

(Amendment) Regulation 1997 .........c.cccevvevirinnnnn, 577/97
Air Pollution Control (Open Burning) (Amendment)

Regulation 1997.........ccccoviiiiiiien e 578/97
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Air Pollution Control (Asbestos) (Administration)
(Amendment) Regulation 1997 .........c.cccceveviinnnnnnn, 579/97

Ozone Layer Protection (Fees) (Amendment)
Regulation 1997.........ccccoviiiiiiene e 580/97

Noise Control (General) (Amendment) Regulation
1907 .ot 581/97

Noise Control (Air Compressors) (Amendment)
Regulation 1997.........ccccoviiiiinien e 582/97

Noise Control (Hand Held Percussive Breakers)
(Amendment) Regulation 1997 .........c.ccccevvvevininnnnn, 583/97

Dumping at Sea (Fees) (Amendment) Regulation
1907 584/97

Road Traffic Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 10)
Order 1997 ... 585/97

Import and Export Ordinance (Amendment of
Schedule 2) Notice 1997 .......ccoovviiiiiiiiiere e, 586/97

Import and Export Ordinance (Amendment of
Schedule 3) Notice 1997 ..., 587/97

Hawker (Permitted Place) (No. 2) Declaration 1997 ........... 588/97

Import and Export (Amendment) Ordinance 1995 (30 of
1995) (Commencement) (No. 2) Notice 1997 ....... 589/97

Buildings (Amendment) Ordinance 1996 (54 of 1996)

(Commencement) (No. 4) Notice 1997 .................... 590/97
Buildings (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 (36 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1997.........cccovveveriinninnnn, 591/97

Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles)
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(Amendment) (No. 3) Regulation 1997 (L.N. 243

of 1997) (Commencement) Notice 1997.................. 592/97
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Sessional Papers

No. 44 - Report by the Trustee of the Police Children's Education Trust,
Police Education and Welfare Trust for the period 1 April
1996 - 31 March 1997

No.45 - Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, Hong
Kong Annual Report 1996-97
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BIIEEERBPHFERER
HKSAR Passport Applications by Hong Kong Residents Overseas

4, MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, it is learnt that some
overseas Hong Kong permanent residents (HKPRs) have encountered difficulties
in applying for Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) passports at
local Chinese consulates. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(@) of the estimated number of travel documents issued by the Hong
Kong Government to HKPRs who are now overseas, which have
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(b)

(©)

(d)

expired since 1 July 1997 or will expire within 12 months;

whether it knows if any measures are in place to ensure that staff at
Chinese consulates know the processing procedure in respect of
SAR passport applications, and if a time limit has been set for these
consulates to forward these applications to the Immigration
Department;

of the number of SAR passport applications sent by various Chinese
consulates to the Immigration Department for processing since 1
July 1997; and

of the number and nature of complaints lodged with the Immigration
Department by overseas HKPRs about the handling of their
applications for by Chinese consulates, and the action taken by the
Immigration Department in response?

PRESIDENT: Secretary for Security.

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Madam President,

(a)

(b)

(©)

Since 1 July 1997, around 16 300 British National (Overseas)
passports and 45 800 Certificates of Identity issued to HKPRs have
expired. For the next 12 months, we estimate about 30 000 British
National (Overseas) passports and 125 000 Certificates of Identity
will expire. We however do not have a reliable estimation on how
many of these persons are currently overseas.

Chinese embassies and consulates have received detailed
instructions on how to handle HKSAR passport applications. If
necessary, the Immigration Department would provide clarification
and assistance to applicants as well as to the overseas Chinese
embassies and consulates.

As at the end of November, the Immigration Department received
5 613 applications forwarded by overseas Chinese embassies and
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consulates.

(d)  The Immigration Department has not received any complaints from
overseas applicants regarding undue difficulties in making SAR
passport applications through Chinese embassies and consulates.
However, there have been over 500 enquiries from overseas
applicants to the Immigration Department in Hong Kong regarding
their SAR passport applications, mostly by telephone, but also via
E-mail and by letter. Most of the enquiries are about the progress
of applications.

In the event of a complaint, the Immigration Department will
approach the complainant for details and seek clarification from the
relevant Chinese embassy or consulate so that appropriate follow-up
action can be taken.
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HAth 65 108 179 70 97 135 78 351 409 1551 297
gy 1, 987 2,127 3, 479 3,748 3,102 3,939 4, 354 6, 422 8,071 20,979 5,738
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B 1, 949 1,563 2, 101 2, 309 2,090 2, 794 2,790 2, 551 3, 354 3,350 2,479
*E 1,097 767 1,277 1,588 2, 570 3,416 3,187 5, 569 8,689 11,472 3,926
BRI R 251 174 226 246 264 245 321 278 349 409 276
N 118 34 119 113 207 140 233 49 58 137 122
K@ 194 0 19 157 416 383 118 264 58 201 184
fiif FH ) 37 11 103 72 68 50 0 133 69 420 96
HEEY) 311 90 178 463 473 2, 874 160 327 622 387 580

) 96 28 23 265 283 2, 627 28 125 365 86 382

HAth 215 62 155 198 190 247 132 202 257 301 198
pS il 270 152 210 119 226 202 228 664 400 599 309
HEvE R 551 288 227 308 476 502 453 485 789 2, 294 634

RIS 273 160 123 148 306 391 262 189 327 809 298

Hfth 278 128 104 160 170 111 191 296 462 1, 485 336
HE 4,777 3,079 4, 458 5,373 6,788 10,605 7,490 10,321 14,388 19,270 8, 606
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New Container Port on Lantau Island
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HHEMEME
Introduction of a Convenient Transportation Ticket

12. MR HOWARD YOUNG: Will the Government inform this Council
whether it has any plan to liaise with the various public transport companies for
introducing a convenient transportation ticket (such as "Hong Kong Card" or
"one-day/three-day Pass™) which will enable its holders, including tourists, to
travel around Hong Kong in various modes of public transport?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Madam President, public transport in Hong
Kong is provided by private companies or public corporations which operate in
accordance with prudent commercial principles. Government regulates and
monitors the level and quality of their services but does not participate directly in
their operations such as fare collection and ticketing.

Recently, five public transport operators have taken the initiative in
introducing a new smart card ticketing system, the Octopus, which allows
holders to travel on the Mass Transit Railway, East Rail, Light Rail and certain
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franchised bus and ferry routes. The new smart card system enables local
commuters and tourists using the Octopus to travel on different modes of public
transport. It is envisaged that the use of the Octopus will be extended to other
public transport services to provide greater convenience for passengers,
including tourists, in the years ahead.

RMEBEWNE
Control over Food Labelling
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Studies on the Commercialization of Technological Reseach Results
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BT E R
Enhancing the Status of the Audit Commission
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Preparation of Tender Documents in Both Chinese and English
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Cases Involving Extradition of Suspects from Overseas
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Provision of Clerical Staff in Primary Schools
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Education System
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Bill read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 14 Members in favour of the
motion, 30 against and seven abstaining. She therefore declared that the motion
was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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Mr Frederick FUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were six Members in favour of the
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amendment, 31 against and two abstaining. She therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, | have been involved with voluntary
organizations for more than 25 years. | am currently the Chairman of one, the
St James Settlement, and | am also associated with others.

These non-governmental organizations provide care and support for
thousands of our less advantaged citizens. And, in doing so, they give our
Government and our taxpayers excellent value for money. For a variety of
reasons, they do significantly more with every public dollar than the Government
itself could.

| hope that the Review of the Social Welfare Subvention System will take
a broad-minded look at all the issues. For example, | strongly believe that it
should identify ways in which the Government can encourage more voluntary
participation by the people of Hong Kong in welfare activities.

And, of course, | would expect it to look carefully at the dollars and cents.
But it must go beyond that. It must take steps to preserve the quality of services
provided by the non-governmental organizations.

The subvented organizations employ dedicated and skilled staff. These
people devote their lives to providing comfort and assistance to the less fortunate
members of our community. We must not take them for granted. They do not
ask for much, but they do deserve a fair system of remuneration. Specifically,
they surely deserve the recognition and dignity of a remuneration system that is
linked with that of the civil service.

In his policy address on 8 October, our Chief Executive, the Honourable
TUNG Chee-hwa, referred to Hong Kong as a compassionate and caring society.
He said, and | quote, "caring for those in need, supporting the elderly, and
helping the disadvantaged are fundamental to the quality of our society".

Madam President, the non-governmental organizations play an essential
role in delivering such care and support. Let us ensure that this Review is fair
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to the men and women who make this valuable contribution to our community.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-five minutes past Eight o'clock.
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Annex 11

WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Security to Mr James Tien's
supplementary question to Question 4

Having checked with the Immigration Department, | wish to inform that of the
5 613 applications received as at end-November, 3 230 have been approved by
the Immigration Department.



