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PAPERS

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

Subject
Subsidiary Legislation L.N. No.

Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Regulation

1998 ..o s 13/98
Waste Disposal (Refuse Transfer Station) 14/98
RegUIALION ...

Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles)
(Amendment) Regulation 1998 ...........ccccccvviiiiienen, 15/98

Securities and Futures Commission (Levy)
(Securities) (Amendment) Order 1998....................... 16/98

Aerial Ropeways (Fees) (Amendment) Regulation
1908 .. 17/98

Amusement Rides (Safety) (Fees) (Amendment)
Regulation 1998...........cccooiiiiiiee e 18/98

Electoral Affairs Commission (Nominations
Advisory Committees) Regulation............cccceveeneen. 19/98

Electoral Affairs Commission (Electoral
Procedure) (Legislative Council) Regulation ............ 20/98
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Electricity (Registration) (Amendment)

Regulation 1998..........cccooviiiiiiiiicenes e,

Electricity (Wiring) (Amendment) Regulation 1998 .....

Gas Safety (Gas Supply) (Amendment) Regulation 1998 .....

Gas Safety (Registration of Gas Installers and Gas

Contractors) (Amendment) Regulation 1998.....

Gas Safety (Registration of Gas Supply

Companies) (Amendment) Regulation 1998......

Ferry Services (Amendment) Regulation 1998..............

Road Traffic (Parking) (Amendment) Regulation 1998

Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of

Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulation 1998..........

Road Tunnels (Government) (Amendment) Regulation

Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of

Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulation 1998..........

Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles)

(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 1998 .............

Road Traffic (Parking on Private Roads)

(Amendment) Regulation 1998 ............c..cce..ee...

Road Traffic Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 3)

Order 1998 ...

Road Traffic Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 5)

Order 1998 ...
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25/98
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27/98
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29/98

30/98
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Road Traffic Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 8)
Order 1998.......ccve i 35/98

Child Abduction and Custody (Parties to Convention)
(@] o =T PSRRI 36/98

Medical Practitioners (Fees) Order.........cccoocevvviienieeieeninnnnn 37/98

Airport Authority Ordinance (Map of Airport Area)
OFUBE e 38/98

Antiquities and Monuments (Declaration of
Historical Building) (No. 2) Notice 1997 .................. 39/98

Waste Disposal (Refuse Transfer Station)
Regulation (L.N. 14 of 1998) (Commencement)
NOtICE 1998.......ooiiiiic 40/98

Airport Authority Bylaw (L.N. 10 of 1998)
(Commencement) Notice 1998.........ccccccevrniiiinenns 41/98

Fugitive Offenders (United States of America) Order
(L.N. 203 of 1997) (Commencement)

NOICE 1998......coiiiii e 42/98
Legislative Council (Election Petition) Rules.............cc........ 43/98
HE A2 A
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FH 1996-1997

Sessional Papers

No.66 - Report by the Controller, Government Flying Service on the
Administration of the Government Flying Service Welfare
Fund for the year ended 31 March 1997

No.67 - Report of changes to the approved Estimates of Expenditure
approved during the second quarter of 1997-98
Public Finance Ordinance: Section 8

No.68 - The Legislative Council Commission
Annual Report 1996-1997
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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W BMRRE

BRABHKREZNZE
Impact of Avian Flu on the Tourism Industry
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Regulating the Sale and Redemption of Cake Coupons and Video Rental
Coupons
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PRESIDENT: Mrs Elsie TU.

MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, | would like to ask about the elderly who
are going to be rehoused if they are displaced from these homes or bedspaces.
The elderly may find it difficult to settle in the New Territories. Can we have
some assurance that they will be given accommodation which is reasonable and
will not expect them to be exiled to the New Territories?
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SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: It is not just the elderly, after the
regulation comes into force, but also all the people displaced from these bedspace
apartments, who would actually be accommodated in the urban areas. For a
further choice that the elderly may have, my colleague from the Housing Bureau,
the Secretary for Housing, might be able to provide more details with regard to
alternative accommodation and facilities. Thank you.

EE:FEREE -

SECRETARY FOR HOUSING: In the case of elderly people, as earlier pointed
out by my colleague, they will be offered rehousing within two years, and in all
cases, the Housing Department will make their best endeavour to accommodate
their preferences in terms of the area of accommodation. It is, of course, not
always possible to meet the wish of every single person, but the best possible
endeavours will be made in this respect.

REHANEEEE
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Special Importation of Labour Scheme

BREERBE © AT EGR G H LR EA S LEE - BT A& &5 A

7
o=

(@) 7 1990-96 FE [ » HEZBZFZGEIKE T IFIIAN LB H » R



PRI EE — 1998 % 1 A 21 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 January 1998 51

(b)  FFAN LKL BB 7 &R
(i) HZHRFE
(i) HEHREEEZ
(i) FEERAEEZ
(V) HEHEEREZEEFENRN R

V) FEREEEFEL R ?

HEMSRBEE £ -

(@)  1£ 1990-1996 F [ - MR H ¥ 5 KA B T2 R ol i A 55 T &1 &
EHEAREI T ANHHE  HEEBEFORANHEBET  ER
B £ A

ABLHER  EEHFEAE 6 FHEFFIE LFOIIET
ANHH - HREET ANBERMBEOYMEEE - FrLUEET
N B B[R] A v TAF RS T AN B EH I A HHE -

(b)  F AR A AE A 1 - o3 TH A S AR 95 5% AT S 8 Mk 2RO HY S it
TARIGFEMER - frDARERMBEEREE - ~# » WMTZEE
WAL R - FRAETE 1990-1996 48 4 R & vff 2k dE 19 S0 i 1T A Y Bl
H BRI EB-

o 7 A

TR A5 FF Bl W A 55 151 810 E 2k s 89 40 3 T N I8 A 5T B
(B Z 1996 &£ 12 H 31 H)

17 HHETAEH



PRI EE — 1998 % 1 A 21 H
52 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 January 1998

1990 & 0 A
1991 £ 34 A
1992 £ 203 A
1993 4 1738 A
1994 £ 2429 A
1995 £ 4764 A
1996 £ 4708 A

it B

MR8 FF B B A %5 a8 e 2k s ny Ah i A
(B B A7 & 7 1 )
(B2 1996 &£ 12 H 31 H)

W17 JE BTN B H
HE T 1 751 A
AR T 1 013 A
R &1 T 663 A
B OKEEFTER) 590 A
AT () 519 A
8 Bk 3% B R (F T 472 N
Sk T 355 A
B T 342 A\
BT 327 A
THE M EE T 296 A
& E L 287 A
BT 283 A
i R B 281 A
B EZET A 239 A

B2 Al 8 U E A B 230 A



PRI EE — 1998 % 1 A 21 H
PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 January 1998

53

WHE(EE e F WBEREES 211 A
T 195 A
B 8 F T 166 A
= 163 A
B M 7K T 140 A
FT B S D T 138 A
TSR T 138 A
& 136 A
itk & 133 A
it i e L B H T B 132 A
7K Mg T 128 A
e S B R (E T 128 A
ZRMEEE KT 111 A
BERERTE 103 A
KIE 99 A
ZHET 96 A
0 & 96 A
e T2 Hflr B 96 A
BT 94 A
T 91 A
1 A 2R T 91 A
S AE T 79 A
BT 68 A
EHELERIELA 65 A
Bk & 64 A
BT (EFEE 61 A
B T 59 A
i 8 53 A
&L 51 A
THHIE & 50 A
HE AT 50 A
Hf (FlanE M iEEEFEE - WE 2 943 A
RMEHRES > JBHEHE
] B K B S B ELD)

STEHIRLEN T B AL ERERE



PRI EE — 1998 % 1 A 21 H
54 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 January 1998

Municipal and Social Service Facilities Affected by West Rail Project
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First Reading of Bills
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ROADS (WORKS, USE AND COMPENSATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL
1998

(1998 FiHfh L E (BMERF) (BF]) BEHEZE)
FIRE SAFETY (COMMERCIAL PREMISES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1998
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Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading

pursuant to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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motion and 6 against it.  She therefore declared that the motion was carried.
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Mr Frederick FUNG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 12 Members in favour of the
motion, 24 against and seven abstaining. She therefore declared that the motion
was negatived.
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Bkl e i T ERILAFTR -
Mr Bruce LIU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 41 Members in favour of the
motion and 4 against it.  She therefore declared that the motion was carried.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Madam President, whilst it appears that the media is
quieting down on the report of the avian flu saga, we should refrain from being
complacent for we are in no way "out of the woods" yet. | am not, Madam
President, "crying wolf". The experts from World Health Organization (WHO)
told us that it must be at least six months disease-free before we can claim that
the virus is annihilated. Furthermore, only yesterday and today, there are
reports of possible new cases.

Madam President, | rise to speak in support of the motion. Yet, the
motion has not gone far enough. | personally would demand the Administration
to do a comprehensive review of the management of the whole incidence and
make known the result to the public.

Madam President, during the whole development period of the saga, the
staff of each and every involved departments have done more than their very best
— from discovering the virus to massive slaughter of chicken. They must be
given our highest respect. But it is the total lack of co-ordination in handling
the incidence, perhaps the lack of leadership, that has left much to be desired,
that has left the public in a state of helplessness and the service providers in an
environment of confusion.

Lacking co-ordination in a political and international saga

Yes, the Chief Secretary for Administration is finally placed in charge of
the matter. But this was only after the incidence has almost gone out of hand, or
so it seemed. Madam President, unless and until the Administration in their
reply can prove it to the contrary, the Government must be held responsible for
the loss of confidence of the public and the international smear of the
hard-earned good name of Hong Kong. Let the Administration be advised that
the "bird flu" incidence, from the very early period, was not merely just a health
Issue, not even just an economic issue, but a political one and an international
one indeed.

Madam President, whilst declaring that the saga is not just a health
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problem, my regret still goes to the department and bureau responsible for health.
Regret not because the disease was not contained, for which the Department of
Health alone is helpless; but regret because it has "# £ B th R &1 /E e /5"
("caught the deer and do not know how to remove the horns™). The first case of
HS5N1 virus affecting human being was suspected in May last year and
subsequently confirmed diligently by local experts. Yet some six months down
the line when incidents after incidents emerged, our health department is still
groping in the dark. Worse, now that the incidence is seemingly partly
contained, the credit goes to the foreign experts instead.

Madam President, a conscientious look at the health incidences in the last
year could give away many clues. Early on in 1997, there was a hue and cry on
cases of open tuberculosis (TB); there was a jittery of a wave of German measles.
In summer, cases of cholera originated from Hong Kong were discovered. Yes,
the Department of Health will say that TB, measles, cholera are endemic in Hong
Kong. Yet in this affluent state of ours, can we or should we tolerate 6 000
to 7 000 cases of TB a year and cholera generating from within Hong Kong?
Are we being too complacent? Are we living in the laurel of our forefathers and
still claim unashamedly that we possess one of the best health indices in the
world?

Dire need to review the role of Health Department

It is high time for our Department of Health to review its role. Should it
concentrate more of its resources and expertise on preventive primary health care
through health education, disease surveillance, health prevention and hive off to
the private sector its curative primary health care segment currently carried out in
its general out-patient clinics?  After all, the Department is dealing with a mere
15% of this market. Needless to say, ways and means must be made to ensure
that nobody is being deprived of proper care due to lack of means.

Important work of an expert Disease Control Unit

It is high time too for the Administration to decide on the establishment of
a Communicable Disease Control Unit — a unit in which experts could conduct
proper disease data collection, epidemiology studies, communicable disease
research, all for the purpose of better government planning for the benefit of the
population at large. Hong Kong has the brains and the expertise. All we need
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IS a proper machinery to nurture and develop them to put them into good use.
Thorough consideration on re-importing poultry

When can we re-import poultry? After all, Chinese New Year without
chicken is contrary to the spirit of the age-old Chinese culture. Yet, such action
must be taken with great caution and public health must be the prime concern.

It is reported that the WHO experts, after failing to find the disease in
chicken in Guangdong, have proclaimed that it is safe to re-import the fowl into
Hong Kong. Regrettably, this is an over simplistic observation. It is a
well-known fact that ducks could carry the virus and remain healthy. Yet
without properly thought-out measures, re-imported though disease-free chicken
could pick up the virus from duck excreta and become sick and start another
wave of the disease.

The deplorable filthy state of many of our poultry farms, the offensive state
of the cages that fowls are kept in, belie the claim that we are a developed,
sophisticated and affluent society. More, the way that chickens and ducks are
being left in the gutters after being slaughtered, even in licensed markets of the
two Municipal Councils, to await cleansing and defeathering before delivery to
the patiently awaiting housewives is unacceptable.

To consider re-importing poultry to Hong Kong, Hong Kong people must
be assured of a proper quarantine procedure both in the Mainland and in Hong
Kong. Nothing less than the closest scrutiny to prevent illegal importation of
fowl at the border must be instigated.

More, poultry — chickens, ducks, geese and so on — must be
segregated in different farms and even different sectors in markets.

Finally, nothing less than a comprehensive procedure to ensure that our
poultry farms remain clean in the future will be acceptable. The departments
concerned must put in their greater efforts not only to educate the poultry
workers and traders to observe sanitation, but also to inspect all these premises in
regular intervals.

Putting all health surveillance mechanism under one roof
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Madam President, the recent spates of public health saga, in particular
cholera and avian flu incidents, have revealed the shortcomings of having
separated government bureaux and departments working without proper
co-ordination. It is high time to consider putting all public health surveillance
mechanism under one roof and one unit with teeth. Those who criticize such a
suggestion as a political move to strip off the power of the two Municipal
Councils have certainly put political consideration before public health concern.

Finally, Madam President, | must say that 1 am disappointed with the
speech of the Chief Secretary for Administration for lack of vision. His whole
deliberation has not given me the confidence that the Government is aware that
avian flu is just, perhaps, one of the many possible communicable diseases that
any territory may have to tackle for which any developed society must have a
planned direction. Thank you.
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NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at Ten o'clock.



