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PAPERS

Subject

Subsidiary Legislation

Prevention of Bribery Ordinance (Amendment of

Schedule) Order 1998.........cccovviieiiiiiieeeeeee.

Specification of Arrangements (Arrangements with the

Mainland of China for the Avoidance of

Double Taxation on Income) Order .......................
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The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

L.N. No.

125/98

126/98



10

BRI ILEE — 1998 F 3 H 4 H

PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 4 March 1998

Shipping and Port Control (Hong Kong — China and

Macau Ferry Terminals) (Amendment)
Regulation 1998.........oooviiiiiiiiiieieeeee e,

Companies Ordinance (Amendment of Eighth Schedule)
Order 1998 ..o

Official Languages (Alteration of Text under section 4D)
Order 1998 ...

Public Revenue Protection (Hotel Accommodation .. Tax)
Order 1998 ...

Public Revenue Protection (Estate Duty) Order 1998.........
Public Revenue Protection (Rating) Order 1998 .................
Public Revenue Protection (Stamp Duty) Order 1998.........
Rectification of Error (No. 2) Order 1998.............ccveuennee.
Tax Reserve Certificates (Rate of Interest) Notice 1998.....

Fugitive Offenders (United Kingdom) Order (L.N. 595 of
1997) (Commencement) Notice 1998......................

Bankruptcy (Amendment) Ordinance 1996 (76 of ...1996)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 .........c.cccvevvvereennenne.

Bankruptcy (Amendment) Rules 1998 (L.N. 77 of ...1998)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 .........c.cccveevveveennenne.

Meetings of Creditors (Repeal) Rules 1998 (L.N. 79 of
1998) (Commencement) Notice 1998......................

Bankruptcy (Forms) (Amendment) Rules 1998 (L.N. 81 of
1998) (Commencement) Notice 1998......................
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Bankruptcy (Fees and Percentages) (Amendment) Order
1998 (L.N. 83 of 1998) (Commencement)
NOtICE 1998 ... 162/98

Proof of Debts (Amendment) Rules 1998 (L.N. 85 of 1998)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 .........cccccvevvvereennene. 163/98

Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions and Minor
Amendments) Ordinance 1997 (80 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 .........c.cccvevvverrennenne. 164/98

Public Health (Animals and Birds) (Amendment)
(No. 2) Regulation 1998.........cccooeieiirieieieeieieens 165/98
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Sessional Papers

No. 88 -  Traffic Accident Victims Assistance Fund
Annual Report by the Director of Social Welfare
Incorporated for the year from 1 April 1996 to 31 March
1997
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No.89 - Hospital Authority
Annual Report 1996-1997 with Statement of Accounts and
Auditor's Report

No.90 - Statement of Accounts of the Samaritan Fund together with

the Director of Audit's Report for the year ended 31 March
1997
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Reports
Report of the Bills Committee on the Immigration (Amendment) Bill 1998

Report of the Bills Committee on the Protection of the Harbour
(Amendment) Bill 1997
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Report of the Bills Committee on the Immigration (Amendment) Bill 1998
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Maintenance Works on Tsing Ma and Kap Shui Mun Bridges

9. MR HOWARD YOUNG: Would the Government inform this Council
whether any maintenance works have been carried out on the Tsing Ma Bridge
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and Kap Shui Mun Bridge since the commencement of their operation in 1997; if
so, of the nature, details and frequency of such maintenance works?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Madam President, the Government is
committed to the proper maintenance of the Tsing Ma and Kap Shui Mun
Bridges and indeed all public roads and bridges. Since they were opened to
traffic in May 1997, the two Bridges have been inspected and maintained
regularly under a set programme.

Under the inspection programme, routine inspections of the Bridges are
carried out on a weekly basis. All components of the Bridges are subject to
thorough inspection which will be carried out in phases once every two years.
Since the opening of the Bridges, the main cable and anchorages of Tsing Ma
Bridge and some of the deck steelwork and concrete structures of both bridges
have been inspected.

Under the maintenance programme, carriageway is swept and gullies are
cleaned on a daily basis. Cleaning of bridge parapets, bearing surfaces and
movement joints and lubrication of bearings and tightening of cable band bolts
are carried out once every year. Repair to defects and damages is carried out as
and when necessary. Since the opening of the Bridges, the Government has
carried out maintenance works for the cable sheathings of the Kap Shui Mun
Bridge and road surfacings. Damaged bridge parapet caused by traffic
accidents have been repaired.

FHIREANLTHRBHEHEEHEGE
CSSA Recipients Applying for Tenants Purchase Scheme
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ROAD TRAFFIC (VALIDATION OF COLLECTION OF FEES) BILL
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Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 11 February
1998
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Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 14 January
1998
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Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 17 December
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(¥ & K m Rl 51 )
INTERPRETATION AND GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, I move the motion standing in my
name on the Agenda.

The Lifts and Escalators (Safety) (Fees) (Amendment) Regulation 1998
seeks to increase fees to recover the cost of providing the service.

At the House Committee meeting held on 13 February 1998, Members
agreed that the Subcommittee on subsidiary legislation relating to fee increases
should study this Regulation. To allow time for the Subcommittee to report its
deliberations to the House Committee, it is necessary to extend the period for
amending the subsidiary legislation to 18 March 1998.

Madam President, I beg to move.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.
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PRESIDENT: Mrs Elsie TU.

MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, I rise to support the Honourable TAM
Yiu-chung's motion.

Not long ago, when people came to my ward office seeking solutions to
their livelihood problems, they always asked for some means to support
themselves. Almost all of them refused to seek public money. Even elderly
people adopted that attitude. The oldest person I can remember was a lady aged
84 who needed housing. She was quite upset when I asked her if she would like
to enter a care and attention home. She said she was working to support herself,
and could look after herself at home. All she wanted was a small room to call
"home".

That attitude is the work ethic that has built up Hong Kong's prosperity,
and it is an attitude that we should try not to change. The only way to preserve
that work ethic is to provide affordable housing, and to provide jobs, or retrain
workers for new jobs. In recent years, we have concentrated on providing better
housing for those already rehoused, instead of taking care of those living in
appalling conditions in tenements and paying rent of $3,000 or more for a room
of 80 sq ft or less from their salary of $7,000 to $8,000. So far, the retraining
programme has not met its intended target, and the unemployment rate is rising.
Job retraining and job opportunities must be our first priority, unless we want to
introduce a welfare state in which workers can claim more money by staying at
home than by going to work.

Some politicians consider the solution is to increase Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA). Some also encourage the workers to seek more
benefits in long-service payments, compensation, paid maternity leave and so on,
all good in themselves. But at a time of economic downturn, these increased
benefits could backfire and create more unemployment, because some small
employers are unable to meet these demands and have to close down, leaving
their workers jobless. 1 have no sympathy for employers who seek cheap
imported labour, but we must strike a balance between keeping our local people
in the workforce, or pricing our workers out of the market place, and forcing
them to depend on public money.

In order to preserve the work ethic that has served us so well, I suggest the
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following:

(1) The Government must plan ahead to ensure that our citizens are
provided with education and training suited to the changes in our
economic planning.

(2)  Able-bodied workers must be weaned from dependence upon CSSA
by requiring them to take up jobs they are able to manage and, if
necessary, subsidizing their rent if they earn less than in the past and
are in need of assistance. That would be only a temporary measure
until business picks up and the aim would be to help the
unemployed to go back to work. It would not be intended to
subsidize employers paying low wages, unless employers are in
danger of closing their businesses during this economic recess.
Other Members, like Mr TAM, have better proposals, but the aim
should be to encourage people to be self-supporting as far as
possible.

The Social Welfare Department should seek ways to help single-parents go
to work by providing sufficient child care centres, or by assisting them in getting
public housing near to relatives or friends, where the children can be cared for
while the breadwinner goes back to work.

Additionally, I see no reason why the elderly should not be assisted in
finding work that they are willing and able to manage, because I believe that
work makes one feel better in physical and mental health, and also gives the
feeling of independence that most normal people would prefer. A work culture
is healthier than a welfare-dependency culture.

Finally, I wish to emphasize that nothing I have said must be taken to
mean that CSSA should not be provided to those in genuine need because of age,
disability, sickness or misfortune. In fact, by encouraging the work ethic in
every able-bodied person, we would have more money for CSSA to improve the
livelihood of those who really need it.

Madam President, I support the motion.

EE EENEE -
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BFHF I F g 724 IR
Adjourned accordingly at twenty-four minutes past Seven o'clock.
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Annex I

WRITTEN ANSWER

Translation of written answer by the Secretary for Health and Welfare to
Mr CHAN Kam-lam's supplementary question to Question 1

37 types of radioisotopic products have been used in Hong Kong over the past
five years, mainly for the purposes of medical diagnosis and treatment, material
testing, research, clinical testing and teaching. For details, please refer to

anncx.

Radionuclide

Americium-241

Barium-133
Carbon-14

Cadium-109

Califormium-252

Curium-244

Cobalt-57

Cobalt-60

Chromium-51
Caesium-137

Radionuclide

Annex
Use of Radioactive Substances in Hong Kong

Application Radionuclide Application

Smoke detector Iodine-131 Medical diagnosis
Lightning conductor Medical treatment
Teaching Indium-111 Medical diagnosis

Research and standardization Iridium-192 Material testing

Production quality control Research

Research and standardization Medical treatment

Research Krypton-85 Production quality control
Clinical testing Molybdenum-99  Medical diagnosis

Material testing Sodium-22 Medical diagnosis

Material testing Research and standardization
Material testing Nickle-63 Material testing

Clinical testing
Standardization
Material testing
Teaching

Research and standardization

Medical diagnosis
Material testing
Teaching

Research and standardization
Production quality control

Medical treatment

Application

Phosporus-32

Promethium-147

Radium-226

Selenium-75
Strontium-89

Radionuclide

Research

Clinical testing
Medical diagnosis
Luminous components
Material testing
Teaching

Medical treatment
Teaching and research
Medical diagnosis
Medical diagnosis
Medical treatment

Application



BRI E®E — 1998 F 3 A 4 H
134 PROVISIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 4 March 1998

Iron-55 Medical diagnosis Stronium-90 Material testing
Material testing Medical treatment
Gallium-67 Medical diagnosis Teaching
Gadolinium-153  Standardization Technetium-99m  Medical diagnosis
Gold-198 Medical treatment Thourim-232 Gas mantle production
Tritium Luminous components Research and standardization
Research Thallium-201 Medical diagnosis
Clinical testing Thallium-204 Material testing
lIodine-125 Clinical testing Uranium-238 Aircraft counterweight
Iodine-129 Standardization Xenon-133 Medical diagnosis

Yttrium-90 Medical treatment
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Annex 11
WRITTEN ANSWER

Translation of written answer by the Secretary for Financial Service to Mr
CHAN Kam-lam's supplementary question to Question 2

As at the end of 1997, bank loans relating to property, for the purposes of
property development, property investment and purchase of property and so on,
amount to HK$902 billion, representing 44.2% of total bank loans.
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Annex 111
WRITTEN ANSWER

Translation of written answer by the Secretary for Financial Service to Mr
Kennedy WONG's supplementary question to Question 2

About the setting up of branch offices by foreign-funded banks in Hong Kong.
I now forward a copy of the Seventh Schedule of the Banking Ordinance which
has listed out in detail the minimum criteria for application to be an authorized
institution under the Banking Ordinance.
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Annex [V
IMMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1998
COMMITTEE STAGE
Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Security
Clause Amendment Proposed
2 In proposed section 13AA(1), by deleting everything after "case"

and substituting -
"where -

(a)  the person arrives or lands in Hong Kong on or
after the commencement of this section; or

(b)  the person arrives or lands in Hong Kong before
the commencement of this section but is not
detained under this Ordinance in connection with
that arrival or landing until on or after that
commencement.".

3(b) In proposed section 32(3C), by deleting "to the Director".
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Annex V

PROTECTION OF THE HARBOUR (AMENDMENT) BILL 1997
COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands

Clause Amendment Proposed

3 By deleting the proposed definition of '"reclamation" and
substituting -

""reclamation (& ¥§ ) means any works carried out or intended

to be carried out for the purpose of forming land from
the sea-bed or foreshore;".



