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TR AEHRKE -

MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, I rise to speak in favour of the
motion moved by the Secretary for Justice-designate. I do not propose to dwell
on the accolade that has been lavished on Mr Andrew LI. But for what it is
worth, I would like Honourable Members to know that having been a long-time
friend of Mr LI, I can tell them that it is no exaggeration. Mr LI has all the
qualities that have been lavished on him today and indeed even before today.
But what I really want to say is this: that with this nomination, we now have the
last, but an equally important piece of Hong Kong’s three most important
branches of Government. The Executive and the Legislature as being the
Government, and the third, but equally important piece, being the Judiciary, and
under Mr LI, no doubt a very strong and independent judiciary that will have the
greatest regard and respect for the rule of law that we in Hong Kong have grown
used to and will no doubt continue to enjoy for many many years to come.

But I also wish to say a few words about the difficult job the Judicial
Officers Recommendation Commission (JORC) must have had because, I am
sure, the calibre of the candidates they considered, some who did not put
themselves forward, but for those that did, if even a fraction of what the press said
1s true, Madam President, then it must have been a very very difficult choice to
ultimately settle on. To those I would say, they ought to have Hong Kong’s
admiration and gratitude.

And lastly, Madam President, however able an individual might be -- and
Mr Andrew LI is able -- he cannot sustain the Judiciary by himself. He needs all
the help of all his fellow judges, of all the administrators involved in our judicial
system in Hong Kong. And it is only through understanding the needs of the
community, the needs of the judicial officers and all concerned, that he can ensure
that the independence and the strength of the Judiciary would remain and
continue to flourish.

Thank you, Madam President.
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MR PAUL CHENG: Madam President, I would like to make a few comments in
English on this motion because the appointment of the Chief Justice of the Court
of Final Appeal of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is an important
step towards maintaining the confidence of not only the local community, but
also that of the international business community on the future of Hong Kong. 1
hope friends in the international media will help us reassure the international
community that this appointment has been done on an independent basis in
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accordance with the Basic Law, and that Mr Andrew LI’s nomination has been
widely supported by the Hong Kong community. There is no question that the
independence of the Judiciary and the rule of law in Hong Kong will be
safeguarded. 1 am delighted that someone of Mr LI’s integrity and stature has
agreed to serve. I hope fellow Members will join me in thanking him for willing
to make a personal sacrifice to serve the community.

With these words, I support the motion.
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Adjourned accordingly at eighteen minutes past Ten o'clock.



