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P.16716

LEGCD BUILDING

XE-FFR-1999 14:83 FROM LegCo-CHIR

Subject: Re: Secking Help
Date: Tue, 20 Ape 1999 15:39:04 +0800 (HKT)
From: Paul Smethurst <pautsmet@hkusua hia hk>
To: mikelai@netvigator com

Dear Mr. Lai,

Both words have a number of possible weanings. *Discharge' might once hat
meant the untoading of a ship, or the emission of anything (liquid, miss:
etc.) from any kind of orifice ({including a canon), but 'discharge' also
a specific meaning now which is to fire a gun. In which case, the words

vwould seem to bs roughly equivalent in the context of firearms ordinance.

*‘Firing®’ has more posnible meanings than discharge, so it is a rather le:
precise term. Although firing literally involves combhustion, it can also
used figuratively, and so, a child might fire {or discharge) a water pisi

without any combustion as such.

To conclude, I don't see that either term necessarily includes or preclu
the firing/discharging of movie props that simulate real guns. Gf the te.
termg, firing (s by far the most commonly used in everyday language - fe:
non-gpecialists would talk about discharging guns.

T hope this helps,
Dr. Paul Smethurst

English Department
JUniversity of Hong Kong

TOTAL P.16



