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Processing Time for Liquor Licence Applications

8. MR HOWARD YOUNG: | have received complaints that the Provisional
Municipal Councils (PMCs) take a long time to process liquor licence
applications from hotels. As a result, at least one hotel which is applying for
the liquor licence needs to resort to giving out free alcoholic drinks to its
customers or asking them to bring their own alcoholic drinks. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

(@) it knows the reasons for the long processing time for liquor licence
applications;

(b) it is aware if the delay has any adverse impacts on the operation of
the hotels and on the reputation of the hotels and tourism industry in
Hong Kong; if so, the details of them; and

(c) it has assessed if and when the processing time can be shortened?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam President, on the basis of
information provided by the Urban Services Department (USD) and the
Regional Services Department, the answers to the Honourable Howard
YOUNG's questions are as follows:

(@  Under the current policy of the two PMCs, a liquor licence will be
issued provided:

(1)  the premises have been issued with a general or light
refreshment restaurant licence;

(i)  the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold the licence;
and

(iti) the selling of liquor in the premises should not cause any
Inconvenience or nuisance to the neighbouring residents.
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To ascertain if criteria (i1) and (iii) are met, comments will be
sought from the police and the community. The timing for a
liquor licence to be issued depends very much on the time taken by
the applicant to obtain a restaurant licence as well as whether there
are any objections to the application.

Normally, the time taken for processing applications for liquor
licences with no objections from the police and parties concerned is
two to three months. If any party raises an objection, the
application will have to be referred to the Liquor Licensing Board
of the respective PMCs for decision, therefore requiring a longer
processing time.

The Liquor Licensing Boards of the two PMCs have not received
any complaints from hotels about the long processing time for
granting a liquor licence in the past few years.

(b)  We are not aware of any such delay and any serious impact on hotel
operations or image of our tourist industry.

(c) The two PMCs have endeavoured to improve and streamline the
application procedure in order to shorten the processing time for
liquor licence applications. Since December 1995, a Provisional
Licensing System has been introduced to issue provisional
restaurant licences to premises upon compliance of essential health,
fire and building safety requirements. A liquor licence may be
granted upon issue of a provisional restaurant licence. With a
view to exploring the possibility of further streamlining the
licensing procedure, the USD has commenced an independent
consultancy study on restaurant licensing which will be completed
in May/June 1999.

HEXAIBEREN R E
Control over the Conveyance of Combustible Goods
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FEERLEH
Rising Crime Rate

15. DR DAVID LI: The number of reported crimes in 1998 rose by 6.8% as
compared to 1997, especially in criminal intimidation cases relating to debt-
collecting malpractices and quick-cash crimes such as pickpocketing and
snatching. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of the
plans it has in place to deter such crimes?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Madam President, although the number of
reported crimes in 1998 increased by 6.8% when compared with 1997, it
remained at a low level. Measured against the rise in population, the overall
crime rate increased slightly by 3.9% in 1998. The overall crime rate is
considerably lower than in many other metropolitan cities.

Despite the increase in the overall crime rate, it should be noted that a
number of violent crimes continued to decrease in 1998. For example, robbery
with genuine firearms decreased by 46.2%, homicide by 37.3% and serious
narcotics offences by 23.5%.

There is, however, no room for complacency. We will continue to take
vigorous actions to maintain law and order by deploying additional police
officers to front-line operational duties, applying modern information
technology to enhance police efficiency, and introducing new legislation to
strengthen the legal framework for tackling crimes.

The Police Force takes a very serious view on the increasing debt
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collecting malpractices. A new police internal order has recently been
introduced to ensure that such complaints are handled properly and thoroughly.
Where allegations of a criminal nature are suggested, the cases would be
referred to the Crime Investigation Team for investigation immediately.
Where the nature and circumstances of a case requires, the case will be taken
over by a higher level of investigation units. If it is established that the debt
collection activity is an organized crime, reporting and investigation procedures
laid down in accordance with the Organized and Serious Crime Ordinance (Cap.
455) will be followed. In addition, all possible steps will be taken to assure
victims and witnesses of their safety.

Meanwhile, the Law Reform Commission (LRC) is examining the
adequacy of the existing law to regulate debt collecting malpractices. The
Administration will consider the need for legislation to regulate debt collection
activities in the light of the findings of the LRC.

Regarding those quick-cash crimes such as pickpocketing and snatching,
most cases took place in crowded public places and on public transport. The

police will step up patrols at blackspots and continue to remind the public
through publicity programmes to take care of their property.
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In-service Training for English Teachers
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BERiGELTE
Abuse of the CSSA Scheme
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FAEMEBHENLIERE
Working Hours of Judges and Magistrates

18.

MISS EMILY LAU: In connection with the working hours of judges of

the Court of Final Appeal, High Court and District Courts and magistrates of the
magistracies in Hong Kong, and the waiting times for cases to be heard in these
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courts, will the executive authorities inform this Council whether they know:

(@) the average number of working hours and court hours of judges and
magistrates of each tier of courts; and

(b) the average waiting times for cases to be heard in each tier of courts
in the past 12 months and how these figures compare with the
targets set?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President,

(@) We have been advised by the Judiciary that a survey on judges'
working hours and court hours is underway. The survey is
expected to be completed in a few months* time.

(b) Annex A shows the average court waiting times in 1998. Apart
from the Court of First Instance of the High Court, the target
waiting times for each tier of courts were generally achieved.

Waiting times for cases in the Court of First Instance of the High
Court have exceeded their targets for various reasons. Firstly, the
workload in terms of the number of cases increased substantially.
The number of civil cases increased by 45% from 24 374 in 1997 to
35 159 in 1998. Secondly, the complexity of the cases also gave
rise to protracted hearings. For instance, with a number of
complicated and protracted commercial fraud and criminal trials,
3 026 working days were set down for trial of 345 criminal cases in
the High Court in 1998, compared with 2 586 working days for 343
criminal cases in 1997.

The Court of Final Appeal only commenced operation on 1 July
1997. No target had been set for 1998. For 1999, the court has

adopted the following as its target waiting times:

Application for leave to appeal
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Criminal - from notice of hearing to hearing 45 days
Civil - from notice of hearing to hearing 35 days

Substantive appeal

Criminal - from notice of hearing to hearing
Civil - from notice of hearing to hearing

Average Waiting Time
Court of Appeal of the High Court

Criminal — from setting down of a
case to hearing ......ccoeeviveiiiiieninnnnn.

Civil — from application to fix date
to hearing.......cocveeiiiiiii,

Court of First Instance of the High Court

Criminal Fixture — from filing of indictment to

hearing .....ooeiiiiiiii i

Criminal Running List — from setting down to

hearing .....ooovviiiiiiiiii e

Civil Fixture — from application to
fix date to hearing ..........ccooeiieiinnt.

Civil Running List — from setting down to
hearing.....coooevieiiiiiiic e

Appeals from magistracies — from

100 days
120 days
Annex A
1998 1998

(Target)  (Actual)

(Days) (Days)

50 38
90 93
120 199
90 98
180 201
90 51
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lodging of Notice of Appeal
to hearing.......cooevviiiiiiiiiiien,

District Court
Criminal — from first appearance of
defendants in District Court to

hearing.....coveeviiiiii i

Civil — from application to fix date to
hearing.....ccooevieviiiiiic e

Family Court
Dissolution of marriage — from
setting down to hearing....................
For undefended list .....................s
For special procedure list..................
For defended list (one day hearing) .....

Preliminary vetting of application
for directions for trail ......................

Issue of Decree Absolute......................
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-four minutes past Four o*clock.
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