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Genetically-modified Foods
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MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, there is a saying that "we are
what eat”. | wonder if the Secretary for Health and Welfare agrees with that?
And if she does, can she please tell us what we, as a community, are going to
turn out to be? (Laughter)
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, | wish to ask the Secretary to
what extent does she believe that long-term health impact from the genetically-
modified foods has to be evaluated, and what is she personally doing to expedite
this? In order to give consumers a choice, will the Secretary consider pushing
for labelling, so that whilst we do not fully understand what the impact may be,
at least consumers would be able to have a choice of buying genetically-modified
or ordinary produce?
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RIKRIE
Treatment of Water

12. MRS SOPHIE LEUNG: In view of recent concerns that chlorinated
water may be harmful to the environment and human health, will the
Government inform this Council whether it will use safer alternatives, such as
ozone and bromine, in the treatment of water; if not, the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Madam President, it is well established
worldwide that chlorine is a safe, effective and reliable disinfectant for drinking
water to control pathogenic bacterial and viral agents. One of the major
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advantages of using chlorine for disinfection is that a residual level of chlorine
can be maintained throughout the distribution system to provide prolonged
safeguard to the water quality.

The use of alternative disinfectants, such as ozone and bromine, for
treatment of water will also result in the formation of by-products which at high
concentration are potentially hazardous to the health of consumers.

Bromine is not effective against cholera and typhoid bacteria. Also
according to international research results, the disinfection efficiency of bromine
Is inferior to chlorine against E. coli.

The use of ozone only achieves primary disinfection. It cannot maintain
a residual disinfectant in water throughout the distribution system to provide
prolonged safeguard to the water quality.

We will continue to observe the applicability of alternative disinfectants in
other countries and adopt the best possible treatment technology in providing a
safe supply in Hong Kong.
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Downsizing Plan of the Auxiliary Police

15. DR DAVID LI: It is reported that in line with the plan to downsize the
establishment of the Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force (HKAPF) from 5 721 to
4 500 through natural wastage in the next three to five years, all patrol duties
previously undertaken by the auxiliary police officers have been taken over by
their regular counterparts. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(@) whether it has assessed the effect of the plan on the morale of the
auxiliary police officers; if so, the details of it; and

(b)  how it will ensure that the downsizing plan will not undermine the
personal and property safety of the public?

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY: Madam President,

(@ In November 1998, the Police Force set up a Committee to review
the HKAPF with a view to improving its management and
deployment in the light of changing circumstances.  The
Committee consists of regular police officers, including senior
police officers of the five land Regions, as well as officers from the
HKAPF including its Deputy Commandant. In arriving at its
recommendations, the Committee has taken into consideration the
views and the morale of the auxiliary police officers. When the
review was underway, representatives of the Regions have reported
the progress at the monthly Regional Command and Management
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(b)

Conferences attended by the Chief Superintendent of the Auxiliary
Police Force in each Region. In turn, their views were relayed to
the Committee. In addition, the Chairman of the Committee has
exchanged views with the Commandant of the HKAPF on the
review from time to time.

The Committee has made a total of 33 recommendations covering
the role, establishment, organizational structure, recruitment and
training of the HKAPF. Of the 33 recommendations, 13 have
been implemented since 1 April 1999. As the recommendations
involve a redefinition of the role of the HKAPF, it is understandable
that some officers have expressed concern when the review report
was published in mid March 1999. However, after a series of
briefings given to both regular and auxiliary police officers at
different levels, such concerns have been to a large extent allayed.
It is now generally accepted that the auxiliary police officers will
continue to play an important role in providing support to the
regular Police Force. They will serve as a trained manpower
reserve to support the regular police officers in crowd management
operations during major public events and festivals. They will
also be deployed to perform some beat duties as part of their
practical training.

The Force Management will continue their dialogue with auxiliary
police officers over the implementation of the remaining 20
recommendations which include a review of the syllabus of the
basic training, the appraisal system and discipline regulations of the
HKAPF.

The reduction of the establishment of the HKAPF will not
undermine the capability of the Police Force in maintaining law and
order in Hong Kong. One of the main reasons for redefining the
role of the HKAPF is that the regular Police Force is now up to
establishment and has sufficient manpower to perform frontline
operational duties. In fact, over 2 000 additional police officers
have been deployed to perform frontline duties since 1992. The
revised establishment of the HKAPF is also assessed to be adequate
in providing support to the regular Police Force in an internal
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security situation.

We have one of the best equipped and trained Police Force which
has the full capability of protecting the safety of our citizens.
Hong Kong remains one of the safest cities in the world. The
crime rates of 1997 and 1998 were kept at a very low level. We
will, nevertheless, remain vigilant as the security of our community
Is the cornerstone of the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong.

REME
Women Studies

16. MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Will the Administration inform this Council:

(@) whether there is any evidence that the University Grants Committee
(UGC) and the UGC-funded tertiary institutions have regarded
women studies as a major area of academic research; if there is no
such evidence, the reasons for that; and

(b) of the amount of grants and other resources allocated to this area of
research in the past three years?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President,
the Research Grants Council (RGC) is responsible for vetting proposals and
allocating government funds for academic research projects undertaken by staff
of the UGC-funded institutions. The RGC's main criteria for supporting
research projects are the academic quality and intellectual content of the
proposals, irrespective of the subject areas of the projects.

In accordance with their respective roles and missions, the UGC-funded
Institutions regard gender studies (including women studies) as an integral part
of academic research, and have conducted studies in this area. It is estimated
that about $32 million have been allocated to these projects during the past three
years. Funding came from various sources such as the RGC's Earmarked
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Research Grant, institutions® block grants, the Equal Opportunity Commission,
Industry Support Fund and Health Services Research Fund. Some examples of
these studies include:

- Climacteric in Chinese Women: Symptoms, Hormone Replacement
Therapy and Osteoporosis

- Gender in the Hong Kong Civil Service
- Baseline Survey on Equal Opportunities (Gender) in Hong Kong
- Postnatal Depression in Hong Kong Chinese

- Are Gender Differences in Academic Achievements of Hong Kong
Students Disappearing?

In addition, the University of Hong Kong established a Women's Studies
Research Centre in 1995. Lingnan College also hosted an International
Conference on Feminist Studies in Modern Literature in Chinese in 1996.
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TE =5
Industrial Accidents

20. MISS EMILY LAU: In view of public concerns over the high incidence
of industrial accidents, particularly on construction sites, will the executive
authorities inform this Council:

(@) of the number of prosecutions instituted by the authorities for
breach of industrial safety legislation in the past three years;

(b) of the number of convictions and the average penalties imposed by
the courts during the period, and among these cases, the number of
appeals lodged by the convicted and the results of appeals; and

(c) whether there are plans to strengthen the deterrent effect by
proposing heavier penalties stipulated in relevant legislation?
SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President,
(@) and (b)
The table below shows the statistics on prosecutions, convictions
and average penalties in the past three years under the Factories and

Industrial Undertakings Ordinance and the Occupational Safety and
Health Ordinance and their subsidiary legislation:

1996 1997 1998
Number of summonses heard 2 804 1064 3181
Number of convictions 2 557 933 2912
Average fine ($) 14,514 21,465 20,387

Total fine ($) 37,112,600 20,027,000 59,365,537
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The following table shows the number of appeals by defendants and
their results:

1996 1997 1998 Remarks
Allowed 3 2 - Fine reduced on appeal against sentence
Appeal Dismissed 1 4
Against Abandoned 7 7 2 1996: 1 summons from $50,000 to $10,000
Conviction Pending - - 16 1 summons from $100,000 to $65,000
Total 11 13 25 1997: 1 summons from $100,000 to $60,000

2 summonses from $100,000 to $40,000
1 summons from $60,000 to $40,000

Allowed (see 2 4 4 1998: 2 summonses from $12,000 to $6,000
remarks) 1 summons from $9,000 to $6,000
Appeal Dismissed - - 2 1 summons from $7,600 to $6,000
Against Abandoned - 3
Sentence Pending
Total 2 7 6
Grand Total 13 20 31

The average fine for each conviction for breaching industrial safety
legislation has risen from $14,514 in 1996 to $20,387 in 1998,
representing a 40% increase. The level of fines are still way
below the maximum fines for most of these offences and are, in our
view, not high enough to achieve the necessary deterrent effect. In
this regard, the Administration's efforts will focus on convincing
the courts that higher fines should be imposed rather than proposing
an increase to the maximum fines.

For this purpose, we have created a new computerized database of
company safety profiles targeting those poor performers. We
hope that by systematically referring to a company's safety
performance, conviction record and the highest and average fines of
the offences before the bench, the Administration would be in a
better position to persuade the magistrates to hand down heavier
sentences.

Moreover, to bring home the concept of collective responsibility,
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we will be prosecuting more sub-contractors, nominated contractors
and any other persons having management and control over a
workplace for the specific failures on their part. In addition, we
will continue to seek reviews of exceptionally low fine cases
through the Department of Justice.

AE
BILL

AEBE
First Reading of Bill

EREEEH#E -

1999 FEM (85T ) RBIEZE)
TELECOMMUNICATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

ME (1999 F£EM (BF]) RlE=) -

RPN KA Wk (HFEHA) B 53 1858 (3)HEBIME » 2 L HF
Y-

Bill read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

—_ ===

N o &
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Second Reading of Bill
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€1999 F=FEM (B5T) BAERE)
TELECOMMUNICATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999
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Madam President, with your permission, | would like to express my views
to the aggressors in the language they are used to.

Madam President, in the whole saga of military actions in Kosovo, China
has called for peace, not war. China has advocated consensus, not
confrontation. China has sought settlement based on diplomacy, not atrocity.
Yet, we have been brutally attacked. Lives of innocent Chinese nationals were
sorrowfully lost and maimed.  Our territory and our embassy were
unnecessarily shattered. Why does this have to happen? Why does the
protector of peace have to be the victim of aggression, be the atrocity, the result
of a "tragic mistake" or a "deliberate attempt at ethnic cleansing"?

Madam President, our country has for over a century been the underdog to
foreign superpowers, starting with the unequal treaties of the Opium War, the
occupation of Diaoyutai Island, and, this issue is the last straw. Let us hope
that all these will fade into history.

It is high time that we, as descendants of the Dragon, work together with
the Government to strengthen our country through the basis of democratic
Institution, for a strong country should be based on respect and not on the
quantity of missiles, fighter planes and bombers.

Finally, Madam President, to our foreign aggressors, let me say this:
"Those who attempt to ride the back of the Dragon will ultimately end inside it."
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MR MARTIN LEE: Madam President, | rise to support the motion. The
Democratic Party mourns the loss of life and property which resulted from
NATO"s mistargeting of our embassy in Belgrade, Yugoslavia.

We note the apologies that have been given for this most unfortunate
incident by NATO and by the President of the United States who has shouldered
responsibility for the incident. It is important for us to know the difference
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between the mistargeting of our embassy and the continuing and deliberate
atrocities being committed by the President of Yugoslavia.

We have issued a call for compensation and thorough investigation of this
incident which is said to be due to the use of an outdated map. It will be very
important to have a full and public report of this incident to go along with the
apologies and explanations from all concerned.

Madam President, the Democratic Party believes that the NATO bombing
campaign against Yugoslavia must come to an end. However, we also believe
that the root cause of the conflict between NATO and Yugoslavia is the illegal
and barbaric behaviour of Serb troops under the direction of President
MILOSEVIC.

President MILOSEVIC has unleashed a pre-meditated campaign of terror.
It has already taken an as yet unknown toll in human lives. Refugees fleeing
Kosovo reported mass executions of Kosovar Albanian men, gang rape of
women and girls, and growing hunger of those stranded behind in the mountains.
Those refugees who are lucky to have survived long marches over snow capped
mountains under the constant threat of patrolling and marauding Serbian forces
now reside in muddy, squalid, overcrowded camps, stripped of their possessions,
If not their dignity. These crimes against civilians are the worst in Europe
since World War Il. It is unfortunate that our compatriots in the Mainland do
not seem to know of the plight of these refugees and the "ethnic cleansing™

carried out by the Serbian forces. While we decry the bombing of the Belgrade
embassy — it is important to bear in mind the context in which it occurred.

We in the Democratic Party believe that the solution to this grave crisis
can only come through immediate, unilateral and total withdrawal of Serbian
forces from Kosovo and a settlement which allows the hundreds of thousands of
refugees to return to their own country with their human rights properly
protected.

Madam President, even as we condemn and mourn the loss of three lives
and the destruction of our embassy building in Belgrade, we hope that the
Belgrade bombing will help bring an urgency to a solution of the war in Kosovo.
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Only such a result would bring honour to our compatriots who lost their lives in
Yugoslavia.
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, my colleagues have said much
and | have very little to add, except to say that assuming that indeed the bombing
of the Chinese Embassy was a gross mistake, there are two issues NATO needs
to deal with.

Firstly, NATO must give a full explanation, however embarassing, so that
we can have the truth of how such a mistake could have happened.

Secondly, NATO and the various national leaders involved must give full
apologies without reservations.

| watched President CLINTON of the United States made a statement on
television last night. His apology fell short of what | would consider a full
apology. He sought to ameliorate what happened by saying that it was
unintended after his previous phrase that it was a mistake. | felt that it would
have been better if he had put a full stop after the apology, instead of trying to
justify that it was an unintended incident. | found his words unsatisfactory.
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Therefore, we are still waiting to hear a clear and unequivocal apology.

Madam President, | wonder when we are going to hear that. | support
the motion.
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, it was with the deepest sorrow that I learnt of
the tragic bombing of our Embassy in Belgrade. | do not wish to enter into the
rights and wrongs of the NATO action in Yugoslavia over the last 50 days. But
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| wish to say that | do not comprehend why three innocent Chinese needed to
lose their lives, and many other suffered from the attack on our Embassy. My
deepest sympathy goes out to the families of these victims.

We must hope, earnestly, that there are no more such innocent victims.
And we must hope, with all our hearts, that the relationship between China and
the United States will not become a further victim of this crisis. It is a
relationship that is important to us all. It is important to the Chinese people.
It is important to the American people. It is important to the whole world.
And, of course, it is of critical importance to us in Hong Kong.

I note that American consular offices throughout this country were flying
their flags at half-mast today, in honour of the three Chinese journalists who
died. | am sure that Americans see that as a sincere and solemn mark of regret.
However, | am afraid that the families of the three victims, and many other
Chinese people, will see it as an empty gesture. The gap between these two
perceptions needs to be filled.

Madam President, | strongly support the motion.
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MR JAMES TIEN: Madam President, the Liberal Party condemns the bombing
of our country's Embassy in Yugoslavia by NATO and the United States and
feel deep sorrow for the loss of three lives and many of those wounded. The
situation now demands not only raw emotion, but also composure.
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I know the United States up close and personal. My children, wife and
myself were educated at American universities. | see the country's virtues and
flaws. | dislike American violence that has been institutionalized and
sometimes glorified. But | am also impressed by American ingenuity,
resilience, optimism and qualities that also abound in Hong Kong.

To me, our territory is the natural filter through which China can distill
the best from the United States and discard the rest.

The Liberal Party cannot accept the United States' statement and excuses
for what went wrong with the NATO bombing. But we also want to speak on
what has gone wrong in Sino-American relations over the past 10 years that
created the mistrust, the rancour and recriminations, which went up when the
missiles came down.

For a decade, we have seen, from the Hong Kong point, some American
political figures and the United States media who want to turn China from friend
to foe. They have done this in the paranoid belief that China, strong and
unified, would be a menace not just to the United States but also to western
civilization. We have heard them say that it is better to fight the next world
war on this side of the Pacific than on theirs.

They are the ones who have lobbied Congress and pressured President
CLINTON to antagonize and alienate China repeatedly as well as to disown the
engagement principle that has guided American relations with China.

We have seen their work in pushing the United States into an aggressive
posture, forging a military alliance with Japan against Chinese interest,
meddling in Taiwan, promoting Tibetan independence, and imposing impossible
conditions on Chinese entry into the World Trade Organization. Much of this
Is done behind the claims of human rights, fair trade and self-determination.
There is no appreciation or tolerance of a different culture, a different set of
problems, a different set of priorities and a different people.
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Hong Kong was, for a time, another front in the psychological war.
Doomsayers among us were given a lot of airtime on American television and
space in the United States publications. The picture of Hong Kong they
depicted was so distorted that we did not have much of a chance to reflect the
truth to the American audience.

| sense that most Americans are sensitive to the struggle of the Chinese
people for stability, prosperity, and unity. | base my conviction in the
knowledge that Americans® own ancestors had also struggled for the same things
through revolutions and civil war.

We can turn back the tide of hostility, starting here in Hong Kong where
we host over 30 000 American expatriates. Our people by their hospitality
towards our American friends and neighbours demonstrate that not only can we
co-exist, but we can co-operate. This grace of ours has already been proven by
the distinction we have drawn between the Americans in our midst and the
minority who are trying to sabotage relations and make ugly the world.

Madam President, when terrorists bombed two American embassies in
Africa last year, the United States went ballistic, firing missiles on Sudan and
Afghanistan. Even though the Americans claimed that the bombing in
Belgrade last weekend was a bad accident, they should understand the sense of
outrage and loss that the Chinese people feel. This outpour of feelings is not
"manipulated by the Chinese Government", as some western critics are trying to
say, but is a genuine grassroots emotion. But this emotion of ours did not
evolve into irrational extremes. We controlled our temper, however just our
indignation is. The Chinese leadership is fully cognizant of this and is
expressing China’s indignation on the diplomatic front.

Madam President, | mourn for the victims in Yugoslavia, the Serbs,
Albanians, Muslims, Christians and Chinese.

Now | ask President CLINTON to apologise formally to a mourning
China and also meet the four conditions demanded by China. Hong Kong
always benefits from good Sino-American relations. Let the United States and
China use this tragedy to rebuild this relationship.

With these remarks, the Liberal Party supports the motion.
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DR LEONG CHE-HUNG: Madam President, | am grateful for Members*
expression in their speeches and the support of this motion. But let me say in
no uncertain terms that this is not my motion, but the motion of this Council. |
am only a vehicle to bring it into fruition.

There are obviously differences in political aspirations in this Council.
Yet, the free expression in this Chamber reflects our own true feeling as Chinese
nationals, our respect to those who have lost their lives, our concern for those
who are injured, our condolence to the relatives and friends who have lost their
loved ones, and not least, our condemnation on those who commit unnecessary
atrocities.

Where do we go from here?

Whatever anger or contempt will, regretably, never bring back the lives
so sorrowfully lost, the property so ridiculously damaged, and worst, the
international relationship so unnecessarily broken.

It is imperative that NATO must, without delay, comply to the four
reasonable requests of our Central Government. Let us hope that this tragedy
will bring about the early settlement of the Kosovo saga by peaceful means.

If this tragedy or this atrocity can bring about such a turnabout, perhaps
those who have honourably lost their lives can find comfort in their final resting
place, and this globe can be a better place to live in and to raise our families
without having to worry about religious conflicts, racial discrimination and
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inter-personal rivalries. We are, Madam President, one world. We must
have one hope and that hope is PEACE, as we move into the next millennium.

Thank you.
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Mr James TIEN rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 29 were present and 29 were in favour of the motion; while
among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections and by the Election Committee, 26 were present and 25 were in favour
of the motion. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the two
groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the motion was carried.

T;Kgnﬁ

NEXT MEETING
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UEEERME 8 12 FIKE -
Adjourned accordingly at twelve minutes past Eight o"clock.



