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NANSCHETIRE CERFBHAT) 5 21 BRE (DR HERK
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

bt Ja&§ 2= e N L

CZPe+8 B (R 37 Bk 0 BOR R i IR A i 22 iR %5 )

(BEFEHR) ) ..o 123/99
(MEREESA (—REEREEEEYE) S 124/99
(st (O (BEMEFZER) RO ..o 125/99

(1999 E R RmEmAERTBES (AREH) (HE

FHREFTME10) (F25) <) ... 126/99
(1999 EHEREBAET (BF) E6H) ....... 127/99
(1999 /DR (FRATEE ) EAT) .........ooiii... 128/99

C (1999 F RGO BRI R) <) (1999 F28 63 4t
BRAEI9FEREIDLAE) 129/99

Subsidiary Legislation L.N. No.
Specification of Arrangements (Government of the Russian
Federation Concerning Air Services) (Double

Taxation) Order .......ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiie e 123/99

Estate Agents Practice (General Duties and Hong Kong
Residential Properties) Regulation................... 124/99

Estate Agents (Determination of Commission Disputes)
Regulation........ccooeiiiiiiii e 125/99
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Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Public
Markets) (Designation and Amendment of Tenth
Schedule) (No. 2) Order 1999 .........cccevenennnns 126/99

Declaration of Markets in the Urban Council Area
(Amendment) Declaration 1999 ..................... 127/99

Hawker (Permitted Place) Declaration 1999 ............... 128/99

Housing Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule) Order 1999
(L.N. 63 of 1999) (Commencement)
NOtICE 1999 ... i 129/99

$E 2 AT

F12TH — BE-NANNF=ZHA=+—HELE—-FH
TH 1 e i ] 5 < B g o5 58 ]
FAFEERREE LEETIRHE &R

Sessional Paper

No. 127 — Report on the Administration of the Fire Services
Welfare Fund together with the Director of Audit's
Report and Audited Statement of Accounts for the year
ended 31 March 1998

B HWEAOREE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

EEEH - BHREKH -KAGEE M@ MEBEEEHRINE 12 £
15778 - WEHXEEZRS  REMTCENREZERD  FERHZHE—
HEERE L ER DR EKRENGF (FEFHAA) 2 26 k1Y -
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T -
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Buildings Completed Before World War 11
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(=) E#LHZEREN AV AEB#EGEANNZFEFEHERERIEF
HHEHRANE K
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WL ERALEHIIGKZ 2

MEBEWHBEREE + EFE L

(—) MEBEEFENCR ANEHF 804 ELAHSWET  EE X
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tRA& > 144 @R REE ~ EEON AL E AR AT > HEREY 709 0 &
ExEmsra HERET - T Bk 864 M .24 > BUFBER 21
lEEL TR T - R 66 (R A EEHEAANEMT ¥R 350 A -
BT B KBS #aT R IR B bl 864 i RA A B A R R T Y B
FIEF 8 H 8 E R AN AN B FEMER -

() 19 M R4 N BE A A B AT 57 5 1 e BT B 6 7Y 8RR A8 57 Y 4 32
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214 N - BUR BT W B A SR BT SR A2 AR S S 261 iR AN BER & 10
BT A BRI T > BRI KEERN LN TEERERER
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HEMH - ZBAAIRBEIEREFREETHH R ESE TE - £
FEFU N - IRl E AT - /£ 1997 K 1998 F - 5% & 77
BHT 24 K21 HEES L ERBREBUSHER Y 21 i 8 a1 T
WEHE > EHHMBEBEN-HEFEEARRR  ZFABEY
MR FRERFERETES - £ 1997 k 1998 F > &2 FHLiE
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B (R G EEL) (Ri&E > HERZE G 320 1809 Tk i 2 KA1 AE -
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1Y el - 2 12 LU #8475 [L 3% (transfer plot ratio) 49 5 = - fi(H#5 3 » 5
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Y —FKE kg EEEET X NEMERMAEEEZEEZS (S
B BEAERELESY BETEERAMV NS RRERENL 2 - ATLL
hiE AN S - BUF 2 — HEARIER - At G 2185 78 31 1E 80 DUAT i & I
MERL > HERESEMHERTE > EWmHIRBIETFRERETNS  E&
HEEEE KN XEXEARAFEEREEHCETOLE > T > EHITIEE
A e L BT T B R T S 0 1 R

MiERER - THK L RRELTEEZEE (Z)iinie sl BT A #
F o 320 EHTREAEERUBEE - i T EK G L BT > gwEE
KiBEELGIHE - fGHEELLEF  KNigiE ﬁfﬁw%%%%% H R 5E 1
BRXEZE —RAG—EEW PTLUEKEE - EEGE - FHBR ETF
EREWHEEZD ? X GHE—K?

RMEBEWHBEREER  EELL EFFNFAFFFEELEE 320 EEF
— R MRBHELEFTERE EEECRHEREREFLHIESE - A
GREGE L EE -

SREEMER - L ERELTEEEF () 0 @EF ZH 218 BT K
NI F AR K LT EEE/GER  HiTBEEEZDUFHERZ
FHEERMEIT » 18T 7 & O g A — 8 & FER A BB 7 17 b B S (] I T
JKIZHE ?

MEIRBHMHBREE - EFE > KB EES EEEEDOBUST SR
ErTRE#H - RRAE 2000 FRRIZTEERESE -

RREBE L FARIEZEF ()AL BUFREZEOIEH T —
Lo o 77 1997-98 FFEFFIZEH T 24 & 21 (B35 E dr < - HIRRZ & E(F
FH R ENFK o a5 B 1F i P 5 2L [ B B 15 L M I o fE IR IT B
B HE N AR EREEEN  FIRE K ERE TG ?
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& AA BN R g s 1S At 7 A B

EE B IHEE -
BEATHMERS
Employment Opportunities of Persons with a Disability
2. HILREE : FF BT & EHARE -
(—) EEBLOIE 487 5 (BHEK WKL) £UFT - #5 SFN &
FFEREN L BB R K ZH) T B F ~ FE R R K AE S TR JE BE FE

EHFa KL - Al ISR A 1 5 aE B (7 22 i i8B3]
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w8 HH 25 T Ji% RE ik € B 7 Bh 1S A Bk AR AN L8 H KB AL
ZikEH - ER R EIIH > FRUKREZHE -

(Z) EETFAEGOELAIMES R  WTREEELH -

(=) FLil#EFaEER (BREREG) 5402 8RR N
tE - N HERGIFE 1996 4 12 AE % - &H2% TRERE N H
B TR LS N B R A B T B JRi% A H S 52 B 6k B HY
B B8R E N mERS -

b 4+
55 T i He kS Bk op B IR IR N b MY 1E I
£ 1 H A ZEkEH I N Bt R
1994 2 864 3 127 1 414 49. 4%
1995 3 334 2 428 1 422 42. 7%
1996 3 482 2 126 1 430 41. 1%
1997 3 100 2 379 1 476 47. 6%
1998 3 598 1 795 1 455 40. 4%
1999 1 142 534 472 41. 3%
(1-4 H)
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BN B R AN - HEFER R &SI i E L ERy R A1
BHABZD0E?
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£ AR e G2 A & 2 2B
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Scope of Service of the Post Office

10, MR HOWARD YOUNG: Will the Government inform this Council
whether the Post Office has any plan to expand its scope of service to include
selling stationery related to postal services, accepting payments for rates,
vehicle licence fees and fixed penalty fines on behalf of other government
departments; if so, the details of it?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President, currently,
all post offices are selling stationery and accessories related to postal services
(such as padded envelopes, cartons, prepaid envelopes, writing pads and so on).
The Postshop in the General Post Office is selling many other stationery items,
stamp collecting accessories, postal souvenirs and so on. The Post Office plans
to extend the sale of selected categories of these Postshop items to more post
offices in the near future.

The Post Office has also explored with the Treasury and the Transport
Department the possibility of post offices accepting payment of rates, fixed
penalty fines, vehicle licence fees and so on. Discussion is at an initial stage
and feasibility studies will be conducted to assess the viability of these services.
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W, WEREE : B#H B EBFE LR A LRI Z AT 8 Nl B
IR B 75 A P H L T 5 A o 7SR A A K 52 0 AN R 5 2 i
B e &5 R T fEFE K LAF - UL B Al & &M A& -

(—)  FZF(TE) /A A B R e I ] 5 K

0

2B O

(=) ERAA L ZFRE G RAEE  DIEREHRE TG X E

A\



40

kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

MERIRMHERE - £

(—)

(=)

BUFEA DR E TRt g A5 N L\ F50E > —FRE
HARREME - EERK 7 mHEPUT# R 7% R R EEM

el H  BRMEZHEZEY BOBYEEG E THHER /N
HBREREEHLZEG  HEALRRFSLHLZET - ElF
R BgE TRER S AR/ NEE RS o LU A E K
REAEZAES - 8 Sl My B B AR B S B - BUE
NELEREHEREZEGN T EREEREZEgRES
7 > 3 3 S R B B T2 A i AR B I B o TR ) B9 B (R B AR B
(28

1999 F 3 H > it @ Ef2 - Tk - L EE&E - FFBUFERAM
wi s ER A SN LR T R G - AR AN LAES BIRE T AR
EHEHEERNE > WHEEEg &S REXIT LERNER > U
HEFENWEEER - 4 @ TE/NHEMMERT - DIEEEET
38 AT a0 o5 28/ By i & R A IR R AR I R BRSO O

ERE#T -EM0EZ T HE S - IR BE G 5F
MENBNHERES - BREE  BRELEE  BEERBERE
(R P 2 > DA R A i8] T B SR B i o R e e T #t RO Y FE O
SIS RE B R TR "WEmE - s ERE
MBI - HEr > M TIEER > BREHE K222 RTE R - 12
TET5 K W 5. R B B L WE R B ~ RV BE W) R R B E BRI
= AE TR Ak ~ INBRAEM R H AR RE TIE > DUR o ) /& 38 55 3R
MBS > {FR “EEAEFLCIL WEl o EE - EETIERR T
AEEENERRE  SHMAEESEETE - LIENBOL AL
HATfEa -



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 41

RIEREZRNZES

I, 1 e [

(2) 13t 7B b

(b) ZEBMEREHBE R > 17 BUF £ & E 5 IR T

(ERUAREY 4

b 4+

A i DL & 28

G HERESDIREE R AE SR
8 4 H
wEJFRLE IP (EF) M4 > JP
BIE B E G R
BE =Lt i /N g 2t
PR B kS R 0 JP PR $8 1= St 4R
elsiE o4 o JP i bR A 5 2R
HEE R P {n] 722 o 1 £
ik B 2 1% EEHLE
N &S & RIS a4 > P
REWLFEE > JP B8 R 22
B A S A 5 i 7 1
RS R T # 4
mLBEBNEES
I, 1 e [

(a) AR A g W A B AT & A A1) H Y R R LR R R BT B R R Y 1

o AN AL E

WREEE R EY - BCEH&BEROTE

(b) S A BV TAE /N B TAF

(c) BEZEAHERIHE S BIAE D BE Y ~ Pt (Bl A F 58 5 T B % % - Sl 1) A
HIREMBERRESRER - DUEFHEEEE S K&

(d) MREMEZHZEGRELER  ERAREDRD EY H S E



TivEE — 1999% 5 8 26 H

42 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

7=

Mr Barrie COOK ( EJ&) B A BR o 4R

(FL 2 B 2 7 BB s BE T 7B =
JiE )

5f BE B 20 1 2wk $#8 5t 4

MEIN ST AR AL

Mr Roger L WALKER RE BB

70 #% 19 Je A BEKLE

(28 B B 57 A1 By R RE L F #H & (23S SRR BE TAFEAH £ %)
F?E“)

i e A2 REREEER
(I I 57 A1) Y ek 8 (R fH £ T )
R Je 4 MEIREMEEE R (BE)

(BRI 40 P19 B sk 38 (B 2 7% )

mE}

Lﬁiﬂ{%né EE é

I, 1 e [

(a) RCH (2 B 2 B R ER AR R RE > T AE OR B B 5 7 D £ B B I YRR R
FEBREMENTR

(b) foaf (REREIHE & TIF K FBH G B A i K AU 52 8 R sl et > & IR (% R
E’fhnﬁn%v

(c) fEntEATERAIE HE > [ B 2 H 2

(d) Eﬁiﬁ{%lﬁ“&ﬁ—@fﬂ@ﬁﬂnﬂiﬂ& HER RiMEaABNERERE

=gy
;'sﬁ

(e) R A 1E 0 B2 I 177 3R JF BUR B BE R BUR ERFI AT BB i A0 S HE B 8 0 K

() EREFAINBERT > BABORGE "HAREH" ~ —F£—-EHR
PRET - LUK 2 B & PE (1T 19 H At R 5l 28 53 0k GE njriJﬁ‘E%ﬁDﬁk < IHTE
g -



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

43

8 4 H

TR E - IP (EF)
bR FE 2t JP

R &
s #H Lt 0 P
Bt §8 5 &
REFTLL
MRS E

i 1 22 e

= B AR E
REEERRBRIHEAE
AEFEERIHERE
A FFRAHAE

ERFAITEBRRSHHBERNZES

I, 1 e [

AU R ST~ TAEAT

fel o

w8 4 H

REREEER (XFE)

REREZVHER (BYS

B 7K A 5 2B
EERLL
T S e A&
RN 5 4
i 1N B o A4
SE g+
Bl5E sl e &

MEFEFEZL > IP

J&l JE e L

AT/ 2ot

Mzt

FHZ L

R E

Ik A4
=L 0 JP
7 S R

A B 5 R R aH AR
REEREEERIEAE
BT R R R BCH R

BREREZHHEEZER (ZRF)
£ B e A
{af /N5 22+
Bl m ik
GHE e
BEERRE
wAH SRS A4
EF L

AL AT~ & AT R 8 v I R B ST A Y 3R 5 OR G



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
44 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

RERNEREHN/NEERES

I, 1 e [
Rk HHE R S A BE VR R s AT AT AT B R RR > B BB R YR (B RL ~ TEAERK
mAHRE - QB A gNEESEZRIY > DUkAERZEANEZSEEFED
e #
8 4 H
MEREMEEE R (BEE) ME RGBS EFHERR
(EREE)2
A B 5 o R B L R i 2 S Ak
(ER5E)3
RSB BIRE &
PRORE 28 e A= ik FE
A 1 £ LR i 7 P
TR A S e
=REE-E & i B R e A
28 B e T L 5 tH 5B St AR
i B M e R A S A

=Rt (HERESE)
Aot E (% =)
MEEREE (BFEXEE)
PRERLEE (BFEE)

8

NMELEREBFABEZE

I, 1 e [

(@) TERBENEKER
A HREEE - AR

rl

(b) MBI AE KR
Al Y BOR R ET EE H SRR

%
o E

= e
AR

al

=

gl

MemtERE (BELTRESE)
SmELE (BFE)
WA A: CE@mE)

BT ) BEHERE o B

«
B

«
ey
EFD%
|
7\
=}
(s
HH
T
EFD%
|

Eﬂﬂ

TR FEAIHLE iR A E R R R R
Stz [ % B 1R R

"Bk



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 45

(c) HRZE CGBEAEGEE) 5 11 3058 17 ek (ERSEGN) 2 12 iz
A RCEAEH F R

8 4 H

EAERE L > P (ERE) BRItk

SR H A 0 P C WSS & N

g == 5t 4 > JP R # %

T et g - P LZEXIE

e d o JP BOEEE ML

B g o4 > JP A E g

bR 18 1K e 4= T B g i

R g B pE R B H R RBEGHREEZERNERE
Wi 2 i i B H AUk RBEGRRBEHERE
ik 5k 17 R B R Uk HhBURE E RS R E
AEFEERUHERE MEFE RO R

K EEREHEAE

“t+—tHRIRIBE R T E/E

— Ak i 1 i [

1. WS L HEEERMEEE  DIREFTILEROEREREE

2. EfEm A DUEEREEBURMET# AETHIE K

3. W LIE/INAH BT TR 4G R R

TENEREEEE

(1) FH&ER LN

FFEEEEE L (EEBETRE)



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
46 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

wE: HlEtEt (FEE)

=

%% s
1. RAEUELEE SRR T
2. MEMERE THERYEM GG
3. BEEWL4A GHKconsultants
4. HWETE AN Eg
5. EfREET SR E
6. R HEE A HHEBERAF
7. AWBHgAE R EE Y
8. JkifiFE St & I E N
9. Mr Fred LUK TRy
10. Mr Eric WALKER ik K
11. Mr Albert LAI K&t
12. E&&ELE REREEHZET
13. FFkERE HETEHRE g
14. Ytz d R ] B2 5 2R
15. E#mibksE R ] B2 5 2R
16. PR#pfESLE tE TEE
17. HEHE%LEE I e
18. ELMELE e
19. BEREEE +ARTESE
20. W& A& T &
21. BRI L HEREE

(2) o=l B 55 L (F /il

L ERRLE (FEIEMES)

wE - FHELE (REE)



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

AT

Dg=!
i % e
1. BH{PEEEE ARG R & R
2. FEARSEE HEMFEREY
3. =& /MHE [ FRF T B R
4. BEWEE ILEE
5. AR AE /NS
6. HEEH/HE ik & Ak 5 Bk e
7. MERAE SR E
8. EAME R T KRR
9.  ATZ/NE HKSD Forum
10. fa[ /N5 2+ K&t
11, et ok (1)) &=
12. #EH/H THTERY
13. BB E T As N #g A F
14. E/NZLL REEMEZAEZEY
15. /v 2+ RiEHE
16. 2%k % 22 L MWEEREY
17. BAE#HmZ L ik K
18. BE &L Urban Watch
19. B RELE R I B2 5 2R
20. EinS AR 2L FE &
21. ZE#EkE HIEREE
22. HER L ZR=85
23. itk S g
24. R KA BFE
25. HEEILE g

(3) BARERKARBEGEHTENM

T MERHR (HE P IRE)

W B E CRERE)



TivEE — 1999% 5 8 26 H

48 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999
D=

i % 1%
1. ZEEBELE TRy
2. HEREEL TR E KE
3. Dr Richard CORLETT e N
4. Prof WONG Chong-kim HFHE b K E
5. BLWGER/INE HABEARAESE
6. RiHmE L K&t
7. ERERgAE WEEREREY
8. Mr Edward STOKES HREEREESS
9. FIEEkAE JRAT 2 2 B
10. FEB.CofG/NH FAE
11. Mr Tony KAM HK Junior Chamber
12. Mr Christopher LAW HHEEmE g
13. AR E HK Env Law Assn
14. sBRERLAE AR
15. =& N4 FEMEY
16. & HE &y L MR 2 K
17. Al 20+ R
18. REWMUHH/INH A 5R 5 Hh EUR
19. EEHLE A # F
20. FigFEE L =
21. wHRREMEL RIEREE
22. BEHEE mERE
23. WHEIRE T &

+

{7

B mEERLE (REMEEHANEZEE)

5 RRE/NE (REREE)



TivEE — 1999% 5 8 26 H

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 49

ik &

%5 1
. MHEFZZL 11 G I W R
2. ML EHBM RS
3. KM HHP SRS (ERK)
4. ZFERILE ERERBIFTEXANEHG
5. HHEHMM L EHBTEER
6. EEFIRE LRSS
7. XEFHmEL itk (] &
8. Ailijtd BN e
9. BRSO L KRR &
10. #xT=R/INH N SRS 8 A
11. EFELE HEME
12. #Wa ek REREEH LAY
13. {TiER a4 ok €0 AP
14, EEEXLL HEREREEET
15. BREEH & K&
16.  2mk 5% 5t 4 #hER & K
17. BES/NE AR BR 5 B
18. MRE] 5 Je A4 HEE
19. RFEBZ L HEE
20, EmEEM L R

REEMMITBANBEEE LR
Franchised Bus Services between Tuen Mun and Yuen Long

12,

AECEE

DB B A ' PRI T B B B A IR B R AR

(—) ZBEHE -

(i)

iK1 AF o B 3 BRI B 2R B IR A i GE 1Y BIE R R B Y

F 77 Fo 73 B Al



50

kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

(i) _Fale (1) 28 09 LE 3R BT 57 7 il W 1 5 ] EC 3R L B 05 1]

(ii1) 5 o 2 Bh A B 69 IR - LUK 57 FE IR IR BT 3 e 9 ES 1 22 B B
B BEHT B 273 L 73 7 75 1]

(=) EREHRREEEH - LD E £ @ BRI 80 IR F 3L
R

=) EEAGFERNGE L LA E LAl ER R
(P9 & a A& EE O £ PR [H R 77 FE A FHE F#HFTIR B 5

WHEREFEEE L NAZERFEFIE 56 > AREEFERMA
HE o WA RMA?

EmBERE EF WRBEEMAMTHENEZE LEEE 67 - & 65
AAERE  BHTEN 4 T00mEILX - fE8E 1 FA > AEEEMNIT
I R B R DR RS 2. 4% - B2 AR A Rk B H M S A - HBMAER
BE 3 18 3 H P I o I B RR B TE B0 HH IR 0 AR W RS s R B

He 175

oo

JURE 3 A A STl b e A e PR R Ry 2. 5% > B PN T B W B 1 DO A

BRI EEFERE

(—) BIL6kE - flan= ez mmmEfs

(=) HEEAR - B0 Hal A MR - EEEENENS S K

(=) ZHEPHZE -

AT b J R 777 38 B B R B 5 1R 0 o0 PR BURS R 25% ~ 52% K. 23% -

EZRFH R THRE)SETR A A B I T > JuE 0 B g 3R B &8 S & R DL

A RF R R - SE LEEE — R E A R o BUR IR G O E B R A R AR B R
B @R > IR RNACBEHZE ML [ SE LRI - a0 f£5F4F
IR R Y P2 RAR - (R T S 2B MR R E LT SR EAYEA -



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 51

HMMEBNEEEET "HEEREHERN EETE > BUEEE
AL E AR EEE R - HERBMRmE - REF R EERE R B %
Bh R R DL - BUR EGH 25 Bt 2 B AR S T I A A R

EWmELSRECC LB ARG FER  JVIWNEREBROTE - EE
MR ELEE - BE AR BAEIREFERE©RE - 5 E N RETH
HERESRE LA FEETRZRAE N o B4 )00 75 88 R IR FE TG =D
FRITT R -

BAERTEZA
Unauthorized Use of Personal Data

13, BRRREE @ BN EH HEHHE  BFa] & EHAE -

(—)  H 1996 F & & 75 4 g 7 25 0 55 B I (1A X &R 18 525 i 5 | 24 2 6
BRI FENE T IG5 AF A & 3 89 2K BRI <2 B 1R 2K
VAL

(=) BE 3F - HFFE GBI R D) bk FEEA B 65 25 25 5
] - JHFEE A A ] B I F R FEA BN E A #E TE
A LB F 2T G 5 (] - 2 N B Dy & [B] 09 5008 S #5575 K

=) HAEHGIEEANERSEN A& IN%EFER S 52
it G/ EE o R R ?

EREBRBEE £ >
(—) R (=)

HWA A E A M ANEREEHIET - BIEW REA M ANERSET
WAL WeREGEE % ERFELEEIES > Al FERE
R E A E T E - BHIARE# > EHMANGEHRERSK > A
REEEERRE (EBIERN) 2 (HERTHEE) 7oz
EZEERAE —HREERBEEFNMEAER WG EE RR



52

kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

(=

B (IR RS BB ) FLUE s ERREEAXEENGRENE
(8 N B R Al ae g & FIRE (N EIRT R 7Dl -
EMFBTEHEERESENRBAZTETHE  FHEHKILR
A EEW R A N BORE A (E 20 H o B AT 0 AT LUK e dE (i A B
R EERREER - REAFITRE FHEEEE2RE
FoEHEBEERNETR B 1996 F 1 B 1 HE 19994 4 A 30
H - WhkEHMEAEHNRZEEZRZS 75 fimiE AL 13 A0
ME SRR ENMEER 457 HEFALHEE AN - KEFEAL
PRS2l ST T R 18T EAR3IMEA - 5L 1(H
ZHEZEN UA—EZZEE LWEL RERABHZFEAE
75 R R |18 28 B o S RO B

(EAER (L) BRET) O " (REGRED) 7 ) TR 1 WEE
4 REEREA C "8 4 FA ) BE  BEREHEERNFE
UIE AT RO BR o i OR HL AR A AU A N B R D B R RO BOR I v ET
HYTE D0 W& B B 87 -

a0 SRAE N B R R W R R B R E R R A SRR S ORI
MLUESFS ARAl - MABEHLEES ( "LRBHEE" ) EWE
Tk alAaZE R &R HRATERN - BB R & R
HATEAFTIEH T B - DI IEENR T HEXRELE - EHEH#
AE N AT A - AEE > — & EFE > AJEs 5 MET (HIF
B ks 5 BIL) MEER 2 & MAFEITHRE - A ERINE 1,000
I

Beoh - BRE S ANMRRE R G A EZNK (RGN 5% E
F(HEHEBENEST) MAHRERFHRDRAEREHERE-

ER—LHEAMEABEHOEZ LEHEER 1998 F 3 HE#Fi
N R R ERRAT S > AT R G fE5E  LAPG ik e B A
HFEEEANER - B B A5 (A B OGS HE A& R
R R ET et 2 BR B 2 RE > DIME R R L FERETF & 55 4 [ A
WA E - LN BB FHE ANEHLREER L BTG &R K 1999
F4AMBEMRTEREE T —DERNRERERESFMEANERL
AT > DLt R 2% -

PIEREEEHEERE (LEGHEA) $RIE Ay Sk R E 15
TEFEYESHEAMEAEREROES > DREZGETEE—



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 53

ST - IR SE TR -

HIRRHBEAETANARETHRENESN
Power to Inspect Companies Suspected of Impropriety

14, RXHEE : BBEPE 24 E (BFRWEFHEELZLGHEN) &
200 GIREZFRWEFEEFEZLZAG ( "BET™ ) FHEELTLAAKNE
FRERANGEEH LA FHE G H MR TR o] LUE B &% 2 789 % i
Rid#gk o RBZEEET 97-98 F# > EEETEEMFMFE N5 HZEET - B
B B & & ARG -

() TEEEIT-98FERMRGEMFMEFE T ELFED

(i) By 2 15 0 T A M7+ B0 W 55 (61 2 6 B
AFR  BERERERIE (AFER) (B 32 %) RHFH

7o

(i) & FETH LALE G EZERE - HE > REBA

(iv) /1 98 4 4 HE5 > & A & /1 A7 E T # & H 5 5
[ER Efizyam] - A o # e E A 2 m B H K A A
B EHL  RABMA R

(=) ERERESTH (ZFRNEHEFEEZIGERA) 2 (2 A
By ) FEREHI B AN E 1T AL A B 9 & HF 0 PR B9 HE R T (] 2

MREEBREE - E£E

(—) () BEERE (BHFRPEEFEZELZAGRH) B 1995 F
ANAEYEE 297 BRAYHETT > SEETTE 7 X BTN w] AR OAC %
ER AR - MAE 1997-98 I BUF T TR KFHE - 515
29A PRAEGMETT M P Ay A B TF > A AJE LU M ATk 4 & 7E
1 A Z A1 D o o — T SR G T T



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
54 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

() BEIXALBERETERRKEHEHE LTAFNEML

A A8 B AE DLUE (B FF B (N SCE N Y (E A

Eﬁ?’iﬁﬁ@%a’% B 8 B I AR R BREE B ik H AT A
W R 5% N mE AT R B R 5 R B SR B S FD O R R

D’EJZT&EEI’JﬁﬁﬁiEI’J =

(b) *k%%‘?&ﬁﬂaﬁ?ﬁrﬁﬁiﬁié* CBEX-EUNCIES::
BRI TERTIZAFANERZ AR EE HHE > H
YAFRERAFRELEEHERTRE TETRBEMEE
Th 5 5

lll

(0 @

TERC S TR LB R LS R R R B ORI 1S M & B T
SR AR Z AR FEBNER 5K

s
I HE
Lu ~
o

(d) FEEEE IR ERBEE 59A IR ELE 7 A 7 B9 H H 5 & 2
517 By - 1 A B RE R 5 BB R B% 2 H A TR Dl B AE R
2B R (a) ~ (b) B (c) Bz A 3 ot 5% ‘B /Y 1% I 42 12 E B A
M -

A0 H 3R (a) Bz (b) AT e 15 ¥d - BIVE Ik 45 3F B A7 0% > 8 5 BER LS
ZEEYRNREMAFAE  FEETEMNEEEHERBELRK
R B HE N FEEERERIFE - L S5 EH
A6 78 SE i R N~ R BT RO & 2 B B B T R A Y R
#t > W - (b)IE A Ak 5% 37 5% 2 = R H PR R RE B R DL E 8
A o

(C)I@ﬁﬁﬁ/l‘%?ﬂ PPis TFEEERAZHESIHAEET - £

CHREMAFRSFEHARRMBERBA > MEEHAHA
/\ﬁiﬁ/ﬁfﬁﬁﬂ%*  NHEFXGES NV REETRNA
REH A EHEZEMAEREYRENSERE > E5g1
‘%‘%[ﬁﬁaﬂfﬁﬁﬁ

(d)IE Al 18 o > AUAE A g SN 48 HH BRI A & i 3 -

3t

1997-98 FEW B FHAETHR SHEMEEF > Hf—

(BHRWEEEEEZAGRA) E 5\ GRESEEIUERIEERBERT
SEE R EFETHRE



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 55

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

B AR (a) H Al 18 Pl i 1T > 55— R AR MR (a) ~ (b) K (c)
IH Ffr il 1% D M AT

AR BSOS () E 5t By 4 TS O — o B
Al FHZE 29A REYRETT - INEERE G 56 29A (R P RU AR
REDRBERE AT A BB S H AR - HR T2 %A it E
HEITHERAFENG > AEFEFEEEE M RAERRSE
Rig (OFERBT) @B (N CEB () B At il A R AR 92 5 B 15
PIEE 143 (D (C)REEEEENEE) - ELZENEEE  H
AT RIS A R TREREGNIEORR > WhiEkd
HeEH & b\ e I 8 S =AY AT gk e SO -

£ 20A R EEWIRGZEE G HEElE Lk 4 EEN T - G
SIHMRAERES] - ARl > BIGEMER LBl > EHEEENS
INAR RN S R - BRGNS RN ik - BIEE
Rm & TRERE -

w5 o EEGEVREEEHEKRE O MEENKS > ZHEPE
WAET Ry > Blfa i B o A B A IR BT = A
g (BTN E 3 E) - BRELIE EH A F I A 294
R FEEEGEN - N el ZFE 0 EMARE -

PRI > AR AETE S 29A {6 B9 e 25 &0 (B R R > DUBL 15 B 5 3
EHRH EHAREEFERIANL D F - el HFREHE
R - JE AR L A b AT R A B AR B BORE [ A R B o R
B 7EE HER S -

1998 £ 4 HLIZK - ERYG5IHZE 290 BRET — R E > HE
EHEPREERAERAFKOBEGESARLA ( "HE
2" ) o WA R R EE LY BE A RRE (S R
143D @B HEFE  THHAEDETHE FRIHME
WIE#E AT -

IR ERIE S £ T 308 (—) () B A alt Ay &= &1 2 5 o —
FEN  —HAORAHEHEBE > KB HEKRETSE 294
Ay A E -



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
56 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

() 28 29A fRBYBE ST A AT R B 5088 (—) 70 Al /Y 4 1% Ol (2 7 —
HIREF 51 -

MRl AR TR FAIE O T o R CARMEREN) 6 143 RE T
—UHZMNEER > BMEFEFARE TGN HERXELS AR
FH5 o Wk AR EFH RS

(i) A ANEEKIEE B &S0 =AY S5 e R (EE A
E H A A EE A > SO HMREFFEIEEHMEE QR
FE o BB R N F R ER 2 R B R T A B A FH
EH o HEZ A F ) R AR H AT R B

aj

(i) B RZ A AR A ESNE A - HZA A EHE
CEGEESEL THEFETR - RETRRNAMNET R

(i) ZAFMKE RERELGHMBPNESY -VUFRZL
A& R

HMEEERRER  EFHERNEERER - HRE “F i HE
Wk B () E ) NEAREE o R 2 LEBE KX
N~ RENREEROFTE - FE6SINVER TG & -~ #=
WEBEENZEGEROAIWANRNRESE eV ERAFRRY (AF
el ) 55 143 GRFT{EZ EEIR R -

(ERITZAEBI) 2 52 1§
Section 52 of the Banking Ordinance

15, BE&EE  RE (RITHEEP) (F 150 B)E S211F > wEHFF A
[ ERTT ~ FIR GG IRTT RIZE R F L AT ELL T T - MUE 7% F it 12 B
PRI 8 7% F 77 AT B~ [F &% F I (E M IR F 09 e BT — A K
FFHEN B RSN - G B A SEMAE > s EE R ( "2 E
fB" ) RIZES > EMEEEIELTELILES P EF  HAREBWHEKR
AIREEHZFHET ~ BFFETEZFETIRE > LR LA RAT T
Mg > (TEWEBET ~ THEZIEETHIIRIE - DR TSR 2R 6] ?



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 57

MREEHBRBEE  EF > (RITEGH) B 52 R Fe/EHEES L HHAR
AT AV o AT EE L DR R > Hrh A A RS KT E
TTHEBRENER KA EAFF M0 78R 5 BCER (IRTT3E
fRfl)  NMBEAERRGETEMEHEEERER  ABTHEELEENFELR
F g

— B RF & Bl e A o B A 3 A RS i T e DA R R R S R
HEEHEGSREITHES 2HEBTHEN - EERAIZZETHEEENES
RIERTERRBENFF AR RERE - REE 52 RFEDUERTEIAT - L
BT M A R & -

EERE 1993 FWRILES  GiE FHATHESE 52D (AR -
AR REERRT EREREEEIE@ELEES (AIFE) -
TTHZEES > RESHLAH -

2 52(1) (B)FI(C)fbk it 3~ #Y 1 07 Bl (LA B AT RS B N B R - B 28 J Ik
LA fERITHEERED - A AR &M EEFE ST 52(1)(C)
BRI THIES - DAESERTIEL S > DEARER -

b 4+

sREHEARTE (IRITRGEM) 2B 52 R NS
(et E 1993 £ 1998 £ HF Rl E B 5 F )

1993 F

B EMES > SGEE R BAET R RS R EMBEAMEENREMNE - #
A REH R K > DS E R AT CIRITEGEN) % 52 AT T
TS > BOEEERE LM EREIES - 1993 FIHB EEHE N, -7

1994 F

1994 & GREH BRI EEN (RITEGM) BTHERES -7



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
58 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

1995 F

CERNCEMEHERYAE - RATECRITEG) T TR EERET R 1995
F2H2TH REBEHGIZE 52 & > ¥ Baring Brothers & Co. Limited £REUAT
B ERHEELEESTOET S - ZHEZERNK 1995 F 4 5 4 HHHH - 3%
N HE (& % 4 8 Bishopscourt (BB & Co.) Limited) %75 H 1% # £ & 5 sl 12 Y
Baring Brothers Limited » ffif FREE IR A 1995 4 7 A 5 H #Efiss -~

1996 F

THfE—REEYROEREBEEEENZER T EAEBRENE  SHEHERR
RATHEE CRITGRE) MTAES - EHELEET > BEMRERERMEE R
s B0 i R B - 7

1997

"EREBEBE 1997 FURAERN (RITREN) MPEEES] -7

1998 ¥

“1998 7Y AEEH BERSEE (—REREMEERTE R
ST T EAE (RITEEER) B 52 B THE RS - B R R
RTRETA AR TR Nk eME g RN T MEmERR - LI
BREETE 5 R Bt (R A« 76 05 (B o+ 1 5 3 L 00 A 350 406380 2 (T 48
f o

FERERBEE
Legal Aid Applications

16, R¥EEZEE : ANGHE - FRFx > IGHEEEDEC "EEE DENK
A 55 A HIT H 38 149 <22 BA 8 (B JTT 6 78 7] FA B A fe LB R ER B ("R IR T ) e BEL
B B & & AR -

(—) BE3F  FEENELEHIEGEEEEEOMET 25 R



kg — 1999 % 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 59

(=) HETHZHEELSLRELFLLEFFREEZNZEANE &
R FEREG S FTIE N EE 2 EE G bR R ER
Sk ?
HiFRAAEK - £

(—) M\ CGEEEGHRGA) B 10 @BIHRE MEEEZFRES
AR AT M ) 22 T g (S 2l i - T HEAE RS T kTR o B
ME @ FERBORHEN EEHREFNHEGFRLE A LHE 8
8 RS B R o B (B B E R RETRAERX H AR - R 1996 £ &
1998 £ > EREFZ I HEMRE > HIEHE T 974 FHEFHFE -

RIREMAERERNE CGEEEGRE) 2B 5 B E LR
B DL Ry B - fEAE R AN 15, 000 SLHYHHGES - 5B LR
6 =T H/NEEEFE R EAE T HZIREMAREENFL T E
B oo REEWRA B I T HEAE R R -

(Z) ERERBEFEGSHER  IEFREIERHFANKEED A
PR - EFEXER  EHFDRETRNN G > BEHRE
wMEHE > AEgHP—HEEANE -

WM A H E B TR FEIER -
BEETEABERBE ZHEZNERR
Proposed Link between Tai Ho Wan and Mui Wo

17 MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Regarding the Government's proposal to build
a road between Tai Ho Wan and Mui Wo on Lantau, will the Government inform
this Council:

(@) whether an environmental impact assessment (EIA) has been or will
be conducted;

(b) of the options that it has considered in respect of the road
alignment;

(c) whether in evaluating these options, it has adopted a weighting
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system regarding noise, air, visual, landscape, ecological and land
use impacts as well as costs and feasibility; if so, whether the result
of the evaluation has been published and provided to the Country
and Marine Parks Board;

(d) of the type of vehicles that will be allowed to use the road; and

(e) whether it will consider widening Tung Chung Road as an
alternative to building a new road; if not, the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Madam President, the Highways
Department has studied the options of a north-south link on Lantau Island.
These options include the widening of the Tung Chung Road and other
replacement road alignment options, including overland and tunnel options,
within a broad corridor between Tai Ho Wan and Mui Wo. The study finds
that Tung Chung Road after widening will still be substandard in terms of
excessive gradients and sharp bends. The widening works will also affect
about 10 hectares of country park. When consulted in March 1997, the
Country Parks Committee under the Country and Marine Parks Board expressed
concern about the impacts of the widening works on the country park, and
advised that other alternatives be considered for a north-south link in Lantau.

A total of 17 alignment options were subsequently developed. After
taking into account all relevant factors, an overland option passing over the
natural saddle in the ridge between Tai Ho Wan and Mui Wo and connecting to
Ngan Kwong Wan Road in Mui Wo is considered as the preferred option.

An EIA has been conducted for all the identified options of road alignment.
The EIA covers the impact on air quality, noise, water quality, waste
management, ecology, visual aspects, landscape, townscape, land use, hazard
and heritage.

In the evaluation of the various alignment options, a weighting system has
been adopted for assessing the various aspects covered by the EIA as well as the
cost and feasibility. The result of the evaluation has been published and
provided to the Country and Marine Parks Board. The findings by applying
the weighting system were also explained to the Board at its meeting on 23
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March 1999.

It is our intention that the new road will be closed to traffic except for
emergency vehicles or vehicles with Lantau Closed Road permits.
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Construction of the Shenzhen Western Corridor
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Air Passenger Departure Tax
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19, MR HOWARD YOUNG: Same-day transit passengers are now exempt
from air passenger departure tax (APDT). In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether it will discuss with the Airport
Authority the relocation of the Departure Tax Information Counter (the Counter)
in Chek Lap Kok Airport from the landside to the airside to allow such
passengers to apply for tax refund without leaving the airside?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: President, with effect from 1 April
1999, passengers who arrive at and depart from Hong Kong on the same day are
exempt from the payment of APDT. The exemption is intended to encourage
same-day transit passengers to visit Hong Kong during their stay. With the
new exemption, airlines and their agents would not normally collect APDT from
transit passengers at the time when air tickets are purchased and hence refund is
generally not applicable. If airlines have inadvertently collected APDT from
transit passengers, they should refund the tax directly to such passengers as
airlines are not required to pay the Government APDT in respect of transit
passengers. For cases where refunds have to be made after the passengers
arrive in Hong Kong, for example, due to a change of itinerary, passengers
concerned may go to the Counter on the landside and apply for the refund.
This should not cause any undue convenience to them. Alternatively, they may
apply for refund by mail after they have left Hong Kong. In view of the small
number of such refund cases, there should not be a need to relocate the Counter
from the landside to the airside to facilitate the processing of APDT refund to
transit passengers.

Relocating the Counter to the airside is not recommended also because it
could no longer serve as an enquiry point on APDT matters for the general
public. Besides, it could no longer process APDT exemption cases for those
individuals who do not have access to the airside before check-in. In this
connection, it should be noted that the average number of exemption cases
processed per month since last September is some 17% more than that of refund
cases.

B 5 - 5 B A
Construction of Route 10
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First Reading of Bills
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ROAD TUNNELS (GOVERNMENT) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999
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ROADS AND TUNNELS LEGISLATION (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL 1999

1999 FIR1TE (1BF]) RAIEE)
BANKING (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999
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WITNESS PROTECTION BILL
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Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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Second Reading of Bills
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BANKING (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, | am grateful to the Honourable
Albert HO for moving today's debate because the issue is of great concern to the
legal profession.

Lawyers and judges have been profoundly aware, from the start, that the
Basic Law has brought in a "new order”. The Court of Final Appeal (CFA), in
its now world famous judgment, set its judgment in the context of "the
development of constitutional jurisprudence in the new order”. The CFA, no
doubt, had in mind a case by case development, prudent, and considered in the
factual circumstances of each case, in the time-honoured manner of the common
law, and resolved within the autonomy conformed under "one country, two
systems"'.

Regrettably, this process has not found favour with the Government of the
Special Administrative Region (SAR). The Secretary for Justice also referred
to a "new order" in her speech in this Council last week, but it is a new order
ushered in by a request to the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress (NPC) for a reinterpretation of provisions of the Basic Law to conform
to the Government's views, in the midst of controversy and strong opposition
from the legal community.

The Government's defence is that this process is lawful, and hangs its case
on Article 158 para 1. But as the CFA has so rightly warned, each provision of
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the Basic Law must be construed in context, and in a way which allows it to
achieve its purpose in the constitutional regime.

The fundamental purpose of the Basic Law is to guarantee, overall, a high
degree of autonomy under 'one country, two systems™. Article 158 does so in
the specific area of the judicial system, not only to give effect to final
adjudication, but also to preserve Hong Kong's separate legal system under the
common law, with the judicial system at its centre.

The Central Authorities had always been keenly aware of the importance
of maintaining Hong Kong's separate legal system as a key to confidence, both
before and after the handover. They have always dealt with Article 158 with
great sensitivity and understanding.

Throughout the Basic Law, special care is taken to leave the SAR matters
within its autonomy. For example, in Article 17, as Mr Albert HO has pointed
out, where laws passed by the SAR legislature is required to be reported to the
Standing Committee "for record", only those contravening provisions regarding
matters within the responsibility of the Central Authorities or relationship with
the Central Authorities may be "returned”. In other words, for provisions
within the SAR's autonomy, the legislation is not returned even if it
contravenes.

In a book on One country, two systems and the Basic Law of the SAR ( ( —
B W o] B A vk R A1) T B L R 1)) edited by Mr XIAO Weiyun published soon
after the Basic Law was promulgated, the kind of interpretation the SAR
Government is now seeking was simply not visualized for whatever category of
provisions. It recognizes that, under our system, the court's power to
adjudicate is inseparable from its power to interpret. It leaves the CFA to
determine whether a provision falls within the ambit of what requires referral to
the Standing Committee to interpret prior to the CFA's final adjudication.
There is nothing in Article 158 to provide, and | translate, "that if the Standing
Committee of the NPC discovers afterwards the interpretation of the CFA is
Incorrect, it is to be nullified or returned for reconsideration.” | repeat, there is
no such provision.

Such is the respect that the NPC, in promulgating the Basic Law, wished
to be accorded the CFA of the SAR, knowing how important this is to "one
country, two systems" and continued confidence in the rule of law in Hong
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Kong.

In a seminar held in the University of Hong Kong yesterday, Professor
Albert CHEN said, as a result of his research, that there was, in fact, no
precedent for the Standing Committee to exercise its power of interpretation of
specific provision of a national law. The "interpretation™ of the nationality law
in 1996 was in the nature of a supplemental legislation (i #5373 ). In rushing
in the "new order" for the SAR, one wonders whether the Secretary for Justice is
aware that she is also making legal history for the Mainland. The lack of
precedence further increases the fear of arbitrary intervention.

Madam President, on judicial independence, the Secretary for Justice has
said that this is no more than judges having the freedom to decide cases in
accordance with the law, without interference. She also says that objections to
reinterpretation "largely boil down to a matter of perception".

| have always understood perception to be of great importance to the rule
of law. Hence the famous saying, "Justice must not only be done, but must
be ...... seen to be done." In the case Secretary for Justice v the Oriental Press
Group Limited and Others decided in May last year, the learned Chief Judge of
the High Court said this:

"A civilized community cannot survive without effective machinery for
the enforcement of its laws. The task of enforcing those laws falls on the
courts, and on the judges who preside over them. It has always been
regarded as vital to the rule of law for respect for the judiciary to be
maintained and for their dignity to be upheld. If it were otherwise,
public confidence in the administration of justice would be undermined,
and the law itself would fall into disrepute.”

Respect is given not for the sake of judges, but for the sake of the rule of
law.

Whatever the Government chooses to call it, the perception is clear: The
Government's view did not prevail before the CFA, and it is now getting the
Standing Committee to say that the CFA is wrong and the Government is right.
Whatever earlier promises or other provisions in the Basic Law may suggest for
the present system to be maintained, the reality is that it will be tempered with
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mercilessly if it stands in the way of the Government.

In these circumstances, how can the public be expected to put any faith in
the outcome of the court's process? How can the court's authority not be seen
to be subject to executive will?

Madam President, there is talk of a ""convention™ to be set up about future
reinterpretation — | am afraid that | have to stop here.
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MR MARTIN LEE: Madam President, when | was drafting the Basic Law as a
member of the Drafting Committee of the Basic Law, a question was asked of
me repeatedly while we were discussing over two very controversial articles,
Article 19 in relation to the meaning of the expressions "acts of state™ and "'facts
of state”, and also Article 158, the interpretation of the Basic Law. The
question was: What if the courts should get it wrong? (& 7 /EmE#t 2) And
my answer was this, "Well, if the judge in the first instance has pronounced
judgment and the Government does not agree with it, the correct way is to
appeal to the Court of Appeal of three judges, and if they still dismiss your
appeal, the correct way to go about it is to go further, to the Court of Final
Appeal (CFA). But if the CFA is still against you, | am afraid that is it,
because that is final and that is now the law, and in future, all courts are bound
by their decision."” So, there is no question of the CFA getting it wrong.
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Now, Madam President, of course, this principle is well-known even to our law
students. But unfortunately, it is not well-known to our Government.

One major flaw in the Government's case, that they should go to the
Standing Committee for reinterpretation of various articles of the Basic Law
after the CFA has actually adjudicated on them, is that if the CFA has got it right
but the community cannot bear the social consequences of it, the correct thing to
do isto amend. But if the CFA has got it wrong, the correct way to go about it
IS to interpret.

The question is this: Who is to pontificate over this question and say
whether the CFA is right or wrong? There is nothing in the Basic Law which
says who can overrule the CFA or who can decide whether they are right or
wrong. Because once you say that, there is another organ or organization
which or person who has that power, the CFA is not final. | would have
thought that that is elementary.

But it seems that the Government believes that almost any Tom, Dick and
Harry can say that the CFA is wrong. If that is so, in every case where the
CFA has to rely on an interpretation of the Basic Law before coming to its
decision, there is always a loser, and the loser will always say that the CFA has
got it wrong. Can it be that this person, this unhappy defendant, can then ask
the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC) to reinterpret
the same articles of the Basic Law?

It seems that our Government believes that if the Chief Executive believes
the CFA is wrong and the Secretary of Justice also believes it, so the executive
has come to an overall decision in the Executive Council that the CFA is wrong
In that its judgment goes against the original legislative intent, it can come to this
Council for endorsement and likewise, it could go to the delegates of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region to the NPC for endorsement.

Are they saying that the Chief Executive, the executive authorities and the
legislature are in a position to judge the CFA to be wrong? Let us sit back and
consider. Why do we have courts? The courts are there to adjudicate in
disputes between citizens, but very often, our courts are called upon to
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adjudicate in disputes between the citizen and the Government. For example,
the court will hold or may hold that in making a certain decision, the
government department concerned has acted contrary to the rules of natural
justice, or simply contrary to certain statute law.

Now, there the court is deciding in a dispute between the citizen and the
Government. At other times, the court may say that the legislature, in passing
a certain law, has gone against the Basic Law, our constitution, and so the court
will declare that law to be null and void.

So, Madam President, the courts are there to decide whether the
Government is wrong or whether the legislature is wrong, so as to do justice to
the citizens. But how can we turn the tables and have the executive and the
legislature to declare the courts to be wrong when they have struck down certain
laws passed by the provisional legislature? We are turning the whole thing on
its head. How can the Administration be so silly as not to understand what |
consider to be elementary principles of law? And we are in this difficulty
because they claim to be superior to the CFA.

Now, Madam President, we cannot allow this attitude to continue. We
are becoming the laughing stock of the entire world, if the executive and the
legislature can combine to declare the CFA to be wrong.

Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.
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(=) H= FERLLAEZERPRESER (EARE) 8l AREZ
GEH AR - ..

RIBER  PHEHGEE  (REROAEERNEZZEREE?

MR MARTIN LEE: A point of order, Mr Deputy. Is the Secretary for Justice
not saying things which should have been said last Wednesday, and, therefore,
contrary to the direction of the President?

REBXE  BAREIEREEA A REARARNESAE > EEBR T > REA

150 5 -

T 6K 14 43
6.14 pm
gy e

Meeting suspended.

T 627 43
6.27 pm

EREmKIE -
Council then resumed.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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Dr YEUNG Sum rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, seven were in favour of the motion and 20
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 14
were in favour of the motion and 14 against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was negatived.

ER B IHREE O HERERE I R LA -

HEEZEREE
PROMOTING EXTENSIVE USE OF ENGLISH

MR JAMES TIEN: Madam President, this Chamber used to speak in two
languages, English and Chinese, although with many different Chinese accents.
But over the past few years, fewer and fewer speak in English as most appeal to
their voters who prefer Chinese. Now is the time for us to regain the balance if
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we wish to remain cosmopolitan. Sometimes, our audiences are not just at
home but they are also abroad.

An example of that could be taken from what happened a couple of weeks
ago. Then, only Dr the Honourable LEONG Che-hung, the Honourable
Martin LEE and myself spoke wholly or in part in English about the bombing of
the Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia. To me, we should not have targeted our
messages just at the local people, who were united in their patriotism and who
knew what we were about to say. To me, we had to reach the international
community, who needed our persuasion to be more balanced, and also to Hong
Kong-based western businessmen, who needed our assurance that we would
always cherish them as friends.

With almost two years gone as the Special Administrative Region, Hong
Kong is paying less and less attention to those whose language is not Chinese,
many public events are simply not announced in English and, even when they
are, the information is poorly worded, confusing or obscure. Last weekend,
the Federation of Civil Service Union held its largest rally ever with more
than 10 000 people mobilized. Yet in the demonstration, not a single banner
nor word of protest was in English. Most of the foreigners who saw the
impressive march just did not know what was going on. There are many such
cases that belie our pretension of Hong Kong as a cosmopolitan place.

Madam President, we are living in an international city. Being
international is that which pays our rents, buys our food and puts our children
through school. This is the reality that we must not ever forget. Our
lifeblood is trade and finance. Our outlook is global. Our culture is rooted in
both the East and the West. English is the universal language of art, commerce,
science and technology. We were able to transform our economy from
manufacturing to servicing because we could communicate with the world in
English.

Some people may like to forget their colonial past and assert their patriotic
pride. But to contribute to China, we have got to use English more often,
correctly, and effectively. A few years ago, our Government introduced
compulsory mother tongue education. This, some supposed, would also thrill
our mainland citizens. But a senior Chinese official told the western media, in
a baffled tone, about his surprise that we have forfeited one of our advantages
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just to be politically correct.

China wants, and needs, Hong Kong to be different from other cities on
the Mainland. We are an asset to national reconstruction and renaissance by
being the Chinese conduit to the world. Our diminishing such a role would
harm national interest, ignore our history and go against our instinct.

English gives us an edge in establishing markets and getting information.
This edge shall become even more important as we aspire to be the cyber centre
for the region. Today, the state of the art technologies are almost an American
preserve. Silicon Valley sets the cutting edge standards. Around 87% of the
websites are in English.  Software is being written with two languages, the Java
language of cyber space and the English language, whether the programmers are
in Bangalore, Boston or Beijing. Hong Kong has close to 800 000 web users.
The number should surpass a million by year's end. | bet most of them surf the
net and relate to one another mainly in English. More and more of our schools
are going online. They have to use technical English. Our Cyber Port
scheme and our information technology are tied to our fluency in English.

English also dominates the business world. Most of the leading financial
journals and financial service providers conduct business in English. When
you think about business, you have to think in English. Stock analyses and
company reports are in English. Such financial professions as insurance,
advertising, marketing, merchant banking, accounting, consulting, commercial
law, contracting, even arbitration, offshore banking, and so on are done in
English. The World Trade Organization operates on English, so does the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), and so does the Asia
Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC). You can name any international
financial institution and chances are English is its principal language.

This is why | am appealing to local Hong Kong businesses to encourage
English usage. To be players in the global economy, we have to be conversant
in English. Most developing countries understand this as they promote English
as a part of their strategy to attract foreign investment. Today on the Mainland,
everybody wants to learn English. The Cable News Network (CNN) recently
reported that in Beijing, people are learning English en masse by shouting out
English phrases. We have a developed economy and yet we do not have the
same desire to learn and use English to stay ahead.
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English also drives the entertainment industry. This explains why
Hollywood is attracting some of our most creative talents. They will confirm
to you that their acquired command of English is the key that has opened many
doors. If we are to live out our destiny as the technological, financial and
cultural heart of the region, we have to be confidently English speaking, writing
and thinking.

Just how far Hong Kong lags behind in English is illustrated by this fact.
Some multinationals are moving corporate divisions out of Hong Kong for
Shanghai, in part because the standard of English usage is perceived to be higher
up there than down here. Some young junior Shanghai hotel executives can be
mistaken for native English speakers despite their never having lived abroad.

Hong Kong today faces a tragedy of its own making. | have heard many
of my constituents complain that it is virtually impossible to hire local staff to
manage their businesses, because many of their prospective employees cannot
and will not converse in English. They say that the problem has been
worsening over the past couple of years. | am sure that other Members
speaking today will confirm this trend, whatever the affected area.

Our Government cannot offer any solution because it is a big part of the
problem. We have got officials who use "Chinglish" and who write memos
that are sloppy in grammar and syntax. We have got many government
department and statutory body officials who use English less and less because
they lack confidence in that language. The less English they use, the less
confident they become in it. This is a vicious circle. They are not its only
casualties. English language test is not a must in the promotion of civil
servants. At least, the promotion to directorate grades does not require any
English language test. The Government needs to take the lead to improve our
public servants® English language skill. In the past, bilingual government
circulars were a reference for pupils trying to learn English. Now, with some
circulars in Chinese, they not only miss the English reference, but also the
English speaking and writing environment, which is so critical to learning the
language. Even our magistracies nowadays issue court-hearing reminders only
in Chinese despite English being the language of common law.

I will leave it to the Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW to talk about English



kg — 1999F 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 121

language education, which should be a motion subject all on its own. | will
instead talk about the sliding standards in university English, which concerns
employers most. Some of my constituents cannot recruit staff right out of
university because many graduates are not competent in the language. We
have heard professors expressing despair about students who cannot grasp their
subjects, however simplified, because they cannot cope with English. | support
universities making proficiency in English mandatory for graduation. To make
the use of English important, universities should not only teach it well but also
test students for fluency. We cannot afford to have universities that lower their
linguistic hurdles to cater for, or should | say, pander to the accepted lowering
of academic standards.

Madam President, learning English as a dead thing is just not going to
work, however much money the Government pours into the endeavour. The
language can only be mastered if it is written, spoken and experienced everyday.
English has to be living, breathing free, rather than be hitched as it is in Hong
Kong.

We face the danger of creating through the neglect of English, two classes.
The first is an elite minority fluent in English because they had been educated
overseas. The others are the majority, not so fluent in English and so are
denied careers. | am surprised that advocates of equal rights have not spotted
this trend. | think they are silent on this issue because they are still preoccupied
with the old fashioned management versus labour vein.

The consolation is that it is not too late, yet. We have got a chance to
make right a wrong government policy and social attitude that are defeatist.
Back in October, our Chief Executive, Mr TUNG Chee-wah, conjured up a
vision of Hong Kong in the 21st century that will be the London and New York
of Asia. If we are ever to achieve that ambition, our mastery of English is a
prerequisite.

With those words, Madam President, | move the motion in my name.
HitERZEHENZRZAOT :

"That, as an excellent command and the extensive use of English is pivotal
In maintaining and enhancing Hong Kong's status as an international city
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and centre of trade, commerce and finance, this Council urges the
Government to adopt comprehensive measures to improve the standard of
English as well as increase its use in Hong Kong; such measures include
better training and development of local teachers of English, promoting and
encouraging the learning and extensive use of English in schools, the
business and professional sectors, government departments and the
community."

EFCRBAEASMEHOGHRBEER ALRREBHRNEE  NE
—MHRAL TR T DL -

MISS CHOY SO-YUK: Madam President, I am not one hundred percent for
this motion, not that | oppose the position and spirit of the motion tabled by my
colleague, the Honourable James TIEN. In fact, | fully support his ideas and
suggestions contained in the motion.

| have reservations to this motion because Mr James TIEN seems to miss
the root cause of the problem of declining standard of English in Hong Kong.
Even if the Government is willing to implement this motion, it would not be able
to tackle this problem of the declining standard of English with much success.

The root of the problem probably lies in a pervasive misunderstanding that,
after the resumption of Hong Kong's sovereignty by China, the Chinese
language should rule supreme, that the Chinese language is where the action and
money is, therefore the English language shall be put to the back burner.

This general atmosphere is so prevailing that sometimes even we would
merrily go with it, quite unconsciously. On occasions in which we previously
use English naturally, now we switch to the Chinese channel automatically. On
the other hand, it is only natural that we talked more about issues and matters
about China, which are embedded in the Chinese language. Discussing issues
and matters which originate from the Chinese language in English sounds odd
and weird. We could hardly recognize our own changes.

Many a time, we reflexively use Chinese rather than English if both
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languages are equally appropriate. Sometimes, we take it an opportunity to use
Chinese just because it is more comfortable.

With our newly gained identity, our patriotism and nationalism, the idea
of an English-speaking patriotic Chinese is hard to sink in our mind.

Without notice, while we are feeling good about the emancipation from
the bondage of the English language, while we are enjoying the new freedom in
expressing ourselves in the Chinese language, we might be throwing away one
of Hong Kong's most valuable assets, most valuable both to Hong Kong itself
and to China. And, we are setting an example to the Hong Kong society as a
whole.

For me, first and foremost, the use of any language is a matter of cultural
values and personal attitudes. So, the promotion of extensive use of the
English language and the uplifting of the English standard must start with the
changing of people's cultural values and personal attitudes towards the English
language. The Government's efforts to improve the general language standard
should be first directed to the correction of Hong Kong people’s
misunderstanding about the use of the English and Chinese languages.

As a matter of principle, we should not be superstitious about the
supremacy of any language. We should give value and dignity to all languages
we use, and master well any language we need to master. That is a prerequisite
for promoting the use of any language, be it English or Chinese.

Until dignity and value should be reinstated to the English language, using
English will still be perceived to be one of the colonial leftovers practised by a
small, shrinking number of pseudo-Hongkongers, not a decent act that links
Hong Kong to the international community that China needs and encourages.

That is a crucial point that I could not find in Mr James TIEN"s motion.
This is not a small point. Hong Kong is now caught in a dilemma. On the one
hand, we rationally realize that English is needed for our survival both as, |
quote from the motion, "an international city and centre of trade, commerce and
finance". We keep on talking about the need of China to use Hong Kong to tap
into the modern world.

However, on the other hand, we are submerged in an overwhelming



kg — 1999F 58 26 H
124 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

environment that switches us instantly to our mother tongue.

This is only natural, and desirable, given the fact that we have neglected
our mother tongue for too long and we need to make up for what was lost.

So we need to sort out the conflicting motions. We must shed the
misconcepts that Hong Kong is Chinese-speaking only, that English is declining
In importance, that China wants to hear us speaking less English. We must
drive home the message that we need to speak more and better English, as much
as we need to speak more and better Putonghua, that China wants us to do so too,
and that the world is watching whether Hong Kong's homecoming to China
means a dissociation from the western world. We should give resounding
answers to all these queries and doubts.

What Hong Kong needs, and the Government should do, is a large-scale
campaign to correct the pervasive misconcepts and get across the proper
messages to the world, and, more essentially, to the Hong Kong people to
rekindle their enthusiasm for English. This is our advantage over Shanghai.

So, specifically, I would urge the Government to organize a compaign
— say, an English Month, to drive home the message that "Mastering
English is not only compatible to being a Hongkonger, in fact, is essential for

the success of the concept of *one country, two systems".

Over 1 000 years ago, Dunhuang prospered as China's gateway to the
West. It was the entry point for Buddhism into China. Over 100 years, Hong
Kong has been China's modern gate to the West and East. DENG Xiaoping's
wish embedded in the "one country, two systems" appears to me a measure to
keep Hong Kong playing this role into the 21st century. We should let no stone
unturned to achieve this daunting historic feat.

TR BEF AP MR

MISS CHOY SO-YUK: Madam President, | support the motion.
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DR RAYMOND HO: Madam President, in response to the Honourable James
TIEN's call for keeping the balance, | will be speaking in English.

There have been many complaints about the declining English standard of
our students. Some say that many university graduates cannot speak fluent
English while secondary school leavers do not understand simple and basic
English. | have talked to many human resources managers in charge of
recruitment and find that most of them also have the same observation. This is
a real and serious problem, if Hong Kong is to keep its status as an international
city.

Although Chinese is a great language and a highly-treasured cultural
heritage, there is no dispute that English has long been recognized as an
international language. It is an important and useful language for business
worldwide. It is an important language for academics. It is also an important
medium of communication as millions of people in different parts of the world
speak the language.

Adequate mastering of English is required not only in the commercial and
financial sectors, but also in major professions. Taking engineering profession
as an example, a good command of English is necessary and essential in addition
to technical competence. In order to keep abreast of the latest development in
the field, we need to do a lot of reading. Most of the technical papers are
written in English. Besides, we need to have close contact with our overseas
counterparts who are mostly English speaking. For winning contracts, we
must have strong language skills to present our business plans and technical
details to and answer enquiries or questions from our clients. Poor command
of English will definitely reduce the effectiveness of such efforts. In short, the
language is vital even to technical people.

Undoubtedly, our society is still putting much emphasis on the importance
of acquiring English language skills.  Schools, including kindergartens,
stressing English teaching are most sought after by parents. Year after year,
English textbooks for kindergarten and primary school students are getting
harder and harder, creating unnecessarily heavy burden on to the students.
Ironically, many students at senior levels are not able to understand the language



kg — 1999F 58 26 H
126 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999

even after they have spent over 10 years learning it. In fact, some university
lecturers have complained that many of their students often struggle to follow
their lectures given in English.

In the past two decades, the Government has invested heavily in our
schools to promote the learning of both English and Chinese. However, the
outcome is far from desirable, let alone satisfactory. We have strong reasons to
believe that the poor standard in both languages bears no relationship to the
allocation of resources and funding.

As a matter of fact, we need to foster a better English environment for our
students. The introduction of the enhanced Native-speaking English Teacher
Scheme is a very positive measure. This helps establish an enabling
environment for students to speak English and improve oral skills. In order to
allow these English-speaking teachers to focus on their teaching role, the
Government should put in more efforts to assist them to adapt themselves to
Hong Kong.

On the other hand, the Government has also taken the right step in setting
up language benchmarks for all new and serving teachers. This will ensure that
the teachers have the required language proficiency to enhance the effectiveness
of teaching. In addition, students must be motivated to improve their English.
We should make them understand that their academic pursuit or future jobs
depend on it. Mastering of English will also allow them to surf in the
cyberspace which is the centre of the knowledge-based universe.

Besides learning the language in the classroom, local students should be
encouraged to make the best use of resources outside schools. They include
radio and television broadcasting in English and the Internet. All these are
effective tools for learning English. In a nutshell, our students should be
encouraged to capitalize on the international nature of Hong Kong in the cultural,
commercial, financial and professional arenas.

After all, it is very important for the Government to take the lead in
promoting the extensive use of English. Our students are very smart and will

take the cue to improve their English for their future.

With these remarks, Madam President, | support the motion. Thank



kg — 1999F 58 26 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 26 May 1999 127

you.

MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, | thought | could add to the
debate by actually giving some actual examples of how, perhaps in some areas,
the Government (and also the private sector) needs to rethink its language

policy.

One thing that | have noticed is that recently both government and
commercial publications and information sent to me and many of my
constituents who have complained to me, had become monolingual.

It appears that what these institutions do is that they look at the recipient's
surname. So, for example, they see "Christine LOH" and assume that | am
literate in Chinese. As you well know, Madam President, unfortunately, | can
speak Chinese but I cannot claim to be literate. So, obviously, for people like
myself, | prefer to read in English but because the system has been changed,
right now they just simply look at the surname and make an assumption.

So, | have been getting, for example, information from the Inland
Revenue Department only in Chinese, and | have been receiving complaints
from residents in Hong Kong providing other examples. One complaint that |
have is about the Hong Kong Trade Development Council. The Trade
Development Council again has been looking at the people to which they send
information, and they have decided only to send Chinese notices in some cases.
| have been corresponding with them to inquire about their language policy. So,
for example, they told me that since the majority of small and medium
companies in Hong Kong are locally owned, therefore, if they are targeting
small and medium enterprises, they will only send information in Chinese. For
example, if they have any courses, they believe that since the courses are
conducted in Cantonese, they should only send the information sheet in Chinese.

| think there are people like me and many of our ethnic minorities living in
Hong Kong. They are permanent residents, they do business here and are
interested in many aspects of Hong Kong. They can certainly attend Chinese
language courses but they cannot read Chinese. And certainly, there is no
shortage of small and medium companies in Hong Kong that are managed and
owned by people who are not literate in Chinese, whether they are ethnic
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Chinese or from some other ethnic backgrounds. So, taking such an
assumption since the majority of small companies are managed or owned by
Chinese, obviously is fallacious.

Again, | have received a letter here from somebody who obviously lives in
the Southern District and is very interested in the work of the Provisional
Southern District Board. His surname is HO, a Chinese surname. His
complaint is that all minutes and information and notices provided by the
Provisional Southern District Board are only in Chinese. This gentleman is
interested in going and attending meetings from time to time. Obviously,
Provisional District Boards do discuss issues that relate to residents in those
areas, but if there are residents who are interested in going but do not understand
Chinese, are we able to provide any kind of facility for them? Perhaps, it is
difficult to have simultaneous interpretation like we have in this Council in our
Provisional District Boards, but perhaps, this is something that the Home Affairs
Bureau might like to think about since certainly in many areas, there are many
Chinese who are not literate in the language living there and are certainly
interested in district issues.

I would also like to highlight the police. | received information from
residents of a particular building in Happy Valley. They had a series of
robberies in that building. The police came, did their job, and then stuck up
some notices giving basic information to residents there about security.
Apparently, the majority of the residents in that building are not literate in
Chinese and they requested the police to perhaps stick up a bilingual notice.
This took an awfully long time. | do not know exactly how long, but by the
time | wrote to the police and they wrote back to me after some time saying that
they were prepared to put up a bilingual notice, a lot of time has elapsed.

Those are essentially government departments or semi-government bodies.
I now would like to give some examples of commercial organizations. This
really does surprise me, Madam President, because | would have thought that
commercial organizations really want to reach out to the customers. One is
Hongkong Telecom. Hongkong Telecom also chooses to send information to
its customers essentially in Chinese most of the time. | have had complaints
from many people requesting English information and they are told that under
certain circumstances, they might like to log onto the Internet. Now, of course,
the complaint is that if they did that they would have to pay, whereas those who
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are literate in Chinese, they just get the information free of charge. So, how do
we deal with issues like that?

Again, with Fortress, a company that is well known in Hong Kong for
selling electrical products, | had a complaint from an overseas Chinese. After
they had bought a particular product, they went home, opened the box and found
that the instructions were only in Chinese. They then enquired about getting
instructions in English but were told that such were not available. So, they
came to me. | wrote to Fortress which then sent me a photocopy of the
Instructions in English but that was hardly what | wanted. What | wanted was
for them to review their policy.

So, Madam President, what | am really saying is that there are public and
private bodies out there who would like to be bilingual. They all have bilingual
policies but when they implement the policy, very often there are gaps. | call
upon both government departments and commercial organizations to give this
some further thoughts.

The last point | really want to make is that we do have ethnic minorities
living together with us here who are not literate in Chinese. We also have
many visitors here. We have to make sure that our museums, our tourist
attractions, people who sell things (such as Fortress, the products of which may
be bought by visitors), will all make an effort to make sure that at least things are
bilingual, that they are available in English. It can be done. We used to do it
that way. Perhaps we did not use to do enough to provide things in the Chinese
language but since we have the ability and the facility to do it bilingually, 1 just
feel, Madam President, that this is such an exceptional asset that we should be
investing in and enhancing rather than running it down.

| fully support Mr TIEN"s motion.
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MRS SELINA CHOW: Madam President, | would first like to thank the
Honourable James TIEN for moving this motion which gives us a golden
opportunity to prove the point that in fact, both Chinese and English are equally
important and should always be used in this Chamber and in other cases.

Prior to the handover, it seemed quite logical that Hong Kong should
regard English as its first language despite the fact that 98% of our population
had Cantonese as our mother tongue. After all, we were a British colony.

Now, barely two years after our return to the motherland, there is wide
perception here that we are losing our proficiency in the English language,
despite the fact that English is guaranteed its official status in the Basic Law.
Why is it so?

Some blame it on the adoption of mother tongue as the medium of
Instruction in our schools. In my view, this cannot be right. The
deterioration in the standard of English started way back in the *80s. In fact,
deterioration may be a misnomer. What happened might have been the
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consequence of the introduction of nine years of compulsory education which
placed a huge demand on the number of teachers of the English language and
that the system was not prepared to deliver within the given time frame. This
resulted in a marked drop in the level of English, which is made more evident
when measured against the standard accomplished and well recognized in those
so-called elite schools with a long history of teaching in English. It could also
be the result of the proliferation of pop culture that accompanied the expansion
and penetration of the mass media which led to the replacement of English as the
language of style and fashion by Cantonese. Whatever the cause, it is a
generally held view that the standard of English today is not what it used to be.

In my discussions with employers and managers, their dissatisfaction with
the current aptitude in English among their staff is fairly widespread. However,
when we ask for solutions, their suggestions would invariably centre around
schools, with propositions which would take years to bear fruit. In fact, quite
often, they use the opportunity to voice their discontent rather than to propose
any measures that would redress the problem.

| believe that what is required is a multi-prong strategy to attack our
deficiency in English, and attack it we must. If something is not done quickly,
we will lose our unique identity as the Chinese city with international
characteristics, and will become just one of a number of coastal Chinese cities.

But before mapping out a strategy, we need to be clear what the objective
Is, and whether the long established public policy of relying entirely on our
schools to teach English should be maintained.

Most schools aim to teach their students to read and write English, but
with no specified practical use in mind. | am told that children are usually
reluctant to speak it, due to shyness or lack of confidence. In other words,
after attending years of English classes throughout their school years, many of
them would not be able to communicate easily in the language. This cannot be
right.

The objective of learning a language should not be just to use it, but to use
it for a purpose. It is first and foremost a tool for communication. If those
who learn it cannot use it effectively as such, something is wrong with the way it
Is taught, and changes are called for. If those who teach it cannot communicate
In it with ease, replacements are called for. The policy of engaging native
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English speakers as teachers is basically sound, for from those teachers, students
learn more than the language. They are exposed to the culture and philosophy
personified by these teachers. The English so taught and learned is a living
language. | believe that there has to be a commitment to this policy so that
more of our youngsters can benefit from it.

More important, there should be a new vision for the teaching of English
beyond schools, in that courses must be tailored for specific needs. To some
extent, these already exist. For instance, in the travel and hotel industries,
training is provided for new entrants into the trade out of necessity. But are
similar courses conducted for workers in retailing, financial services, estate
agents and other service industries? And what about the front-line contacts
who serve visiting tourists every day, such as our taxi drivers? As vocabularies,
jargons, idioms and situations differ from trade to trade, should there not be
different courses catering for different needs?

If it is accepted that such a need exists, it has to be determined whether it
can be left solely to the initiative of the individuals who or organizations which
require the training. | believe that few small and medium enterprises would be
prepared to send their staff to such training, for the following reasons. First,
given the high turnover rate of staff, especially young employees, most
employers may not think it worthwhile to invest in such training for a mobile
personnel. Second, they would not spend the time to research into the
availability of courses. And third, they may not be prepared to release their
staff to go to such courses during working hours. In other words, if the
Government does nothing, and if it insists on the usual "user pays" policy, such
training will just not take place. | therefore submit that the Government must
take the lead, and map out a plan, finance it, and teach English to groups of
specific trades.

Apart from the spoken language, the Government has to also lead the
practice to keep the face of Hong Kong bilingual, too. By this, | mean the
signages and the publications.  There need to be a firm commitment to the
policy of maintaining the equal visibility of both of our official languages,
especially in high profile displays such as advertising or promotional materials
of government or public events. This will serve as a constant reminder to our
people that this is a city where East meets West, and our healthy development
depends on this strong identity built on our unique history. This will also serve
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as a signal to our many visitors that they need not feel strange and foreign in our
city. In this respect, there is much that the Hong Kong Tourist Association
must do to convince as many services as possible to use English one way or
another to help visitors feel welcome.
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MR MARTIN LEE: Madam President, | note that in this motion, the
Honourable James TIEN is urging the Government to do various things,
including promoting and encouraging the learning and extensive use of English
in schools, the business and professional sectors, government departments and
the community. However, he has left this Chamber. | think we, Members of
this Council, should also do our part to promote the use of English so that the
community at large will, hopefully, really take our advice and try to improve the
standard of their English, which unfortunately is lacking, even among the legal
profession.

| remember a few years ago, | was invited to speak to the students of the
School of Law in the University of Hong Kong and | asked the organizers,
"Would you prefer me to speak in English or in Chinese?" and the answer was,
"if you speak in English, some of the people may not understand you". So
ultimately, | decided to speak in Cantonese.

Some years ago, a law graduate from Hong Kong went for an interview
with an experienced barrister because the young man wanted to be a pupil. In
other words, he wanted to practise at the Bar. However, after he and the
would-be pupil master had been engaged in conversation in English for about 10
minutes, the young man said, “do you mind if I switch over to Cantonese?"
because he could not cope with it. That is why it does not come as a surprise to
me that judges have repeatedly voiced their concern over the lack of proficiency
in the English language on the part of lawyers appearing before them.

What then can we do? Madam President, perhaps | should share with
Members, and perhaps through the mass media with the community, my
experience when as a young man | went to study law in London. | went to the
marketplace and | was surprised that the people there called me "love", but of
course they pronounced it as "Louvre™! Then, | understood that there was such
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a thing as cockney. Then to my horror, after a few days, | discovered that |
was speaking English with a heavy and pronounced Cantonese accent. | never
realized that | had that accent when | was in Hong Kong. So | said to myself,
"how on earth can | go back and represent clients in English and speak in
English in the courts if | speak English with such a heavy Cantonese accent!"

| soon found a way out. | began to watch BBC news on the television
and | tried to follow the newscaster. At first, it was with the greatest difficulty.
Of course, | tried to pronounce words the way he or she did and | tried to copy
from him or her the intonation and everything. At first, | could manage about
four words out of every 10, but after a few days, | made improvements and |
could follow about six words out of 10. At the end of two months, | could
follow him or her for the entire sentence and the entire paragraph. And before
| knew it, half a year later, to my very pleasant surprise, | succeeded in getting
rid of my Cantonese accent, although I have yet to acquire an Oxford accent!

So, | think our students and our grown-up people here who are already
working can actually learn to improve their English by following the newscaster,
and one such young lady happens to be the daughter of one of our Honourable
colleagues here. On this day and at this age, it is in fact easier because we
could videotape the entire news programme and then play it back again and
again. | understand that a lot of students in mainland China are actually doing
that too. They tune in to radio programmes and television programmes, and |
can commend to the people of Hong Kong that there is a very efficient way of
learning spoken English and completely free of charge.

Thank you, Madam President.
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It is a very practical problem as well. The main thing is that we have to
think for ourselves "what will keep Hong Kong competitive?". Recently, we
have had many theories about Hong Kong losing its competitive edge, about
Hong Kong having high rental, high cost of labour, and so on. But language is
one thing that we used to have, and that, even today, | hope, we still have, an
advantage in, and so we should maintain that.

Looking around the Southeast Asian region, Hong Kong people talk
mostly about competing with Singapore, so what is the thing that Singapore can
really come out and claim that it is better than us? | think when it comes to the
widespread use of the English language, we are indeed lagging behind Singapore,
and perhaps even more so since the transition.

In practical terms, Madam President, | would like to point out that English
Is not really the language of the English people or the American people. Itisan
international language, and | want to give two very small examples to illustrate
this. In the tourism industry, whether you are operating in Hong Kong or
Singapore or North America or Europe, or even in mainland China, or Japan, if
you make an airline booking on a computer, it is in English. And looking at
the planes that fly to Hong Kong, whether they are from Taiwan or whether they
are from mainland China or whether they are Hong Kong local airlines, on the
fuselage, apart from using Chinese characters which is their own language, they
also use the English language as well. This is because they do recognize that
English is indeed an international language and we should treat it as such. And
If we wish to remain competitive we should maintain that competitive edge.
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With these words, Madam President, | support the motion.
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SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President, |
would like first of all to thank the Honourable James TIEN for moving today"s
motion on promoting extensive use of English.

As one of the most open and freest economies of the world, Hong Kong
thrives on international trade, and has built the bulk of its wealth on a highly
competent services sector. Underpinning Hong Kong's strength as a service
economy with an international outlook as well as a knowledge-based society is
the ability of our people to communicate with the rest of the world.

English is indisputably the language of international trade and finance. It
Is also the most commonly used language in science and technology and on the
Internet. The importance of maintaining a high standard of English and to
maintain its extensive use in Hong Kong could not be over-emphasized.

We want our students to be biliterate in English and Chinese and trilingual
in speaking Cantonese, English and Putonghua. But I wish to assure Members
that, despite the perception of some of the international press that the status of
English has been watered down after the transfer of sovereignty, there is no
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question about the Government's determination to uphold the importance of
English, in order to bolster Hong Kong's position as a centre of international
commerce and finance. This determination is reinforced after the transition of
sovereignty.

I will explain our efforts in five areas, namely: raising the standard of
English teachers; improving the learning of English in schools; raising the
standard of English in universities; maintaining the use of English in the
Government; and raising the standard of English in the workplace.

Raising the standard of English teachers

In keeping with the importance accorded to English, the Government has
allocated substantial resources in the past few years and initiated a
comprehensive package of measures to enhance the teaching and learning of
English in schools and universities, and the professional development of English
teachers.

First and foremost in our efforts to raise the standard of language teaching
Is to require all language teachers, including teachers of English, to attain
language benchmarks. We will require all new teachers joining the profession
in the year 2000 to meet the language benchmarks, while all serving language
teachers are required to meet the benchmarks latest by 2005 and all other
teachers latest by 2008. Teachers may opt to attain the benchmarks by either
attending training courses or taking benchmark assessments administered by the
Hong Kong Examinations Authority. We have earmarked around $29 million
each year for the next 10 years to provide English language training courses for
all serving English teachers who require training to reach the benchmarks.

In the area of teacher training, the tertiary institutions and the Education
Department are providing a wide range of training courses for English teachers.
These include:

Full-time, part-time, pre-service and in-service undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in education specializing in English Language, and
Teaching English as a Foreign or Second Language. Some of the pre-
service programmes include an element of immersion training for student
teachers in the United Kingdom and Canada;
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In-service full-time block release courses for serving English teachers.
We will be spending $240 million in the three school years from 1998 to
2001,

Short courses run by the Education Department to enhance the
competence of English teachers. We will be spending $38 million in the
three school years from 1998 to 2001; and

Primary English Teachers Oral Proficiency Courses, funded by the
Language Fund which ran from February 1995 to February 1998.
Around 2 700 teachers participated in the course. We will consider more
such courses in the future.

We are facing a situation where only about half of our English teachers in
the schools are subject-trained, and many of the graduates with good English
standard have chosen other professions instead of teaching English in schools —
a point made by the Honourable CHEUNG Man-kwong a moment ago. | have
asked the Standing Committee on Language Education and Research (SCOLAR)
to consider how best to remedy the situation, if necessary, with the help of the
Language Fund, on a long-term basis.

The provision of resources and support facilities is an important element
in the package of teacher development measures. The Language Resource
Centre for Teachers was established last year to improve support services for
language teaching and learning in schools, with particular emphasis on the
application of computer technology. We have also invested more than $47
million in Telenex, an electronic support network developed by the University
of Hong Kong. This network provides web-based help-desk type services for
school English teachers, and gives them a common platform for exchanging
views and questions on the teaching of English. Response to Telenex has been
very positive and to date, it covers a large majority of secondary schools, with
more than 3 000 secondary and primary school teachers connected to it.

Improving the learning of English in schools

There are concerns, quite understandably, about the standard of English in
our schools with the implementation of the medium of instruction policy starting
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from the current school year. Let me clarify once again that the promotion of
mother tongue teaching is not intended to undermine the importance of English.
It is promoted for very good and valid educational reasons. Indeed, our
observation after the first nine months is that the teaching of English has not
slackened in the Chinese medium (CMI) schools. In fact, some of them have
become more conscious of the need to guard against any decline in English due
to lesser exposure to the language, and are therefore making extra efforts in the
teaching of English as a core subject. All CMI schools are being provided with
additional English teachers, averaging two per school. They are also provided
with extra resources to purchase equipment and library books. Furthermore,
we allocated $57 million last year to set up an "English Corner* in each school
and to organize additional school-based English enhancement programmes.

We launched the Native-speaking English Teacher (NET) Scheme in the
1998-99 school year. With a financial commitment of around $1.5 billion over
five years, the scheme aims to enhance the standard of English teaching and to
foster a genuine English-speaking environment in our schools by introducing at
least one NET into each public-sector secondary school. There are now 387
NETs in post, and we are monitoring the situation closely. There are positive
signs that these teachers are making a positive contribution. In the meantime,
the Quality Education Fund (QEF) and the Language Fund have been supporting
trial schemes of NETs in primary schools, and initial results are encouraging.
The QEF will stand ready to consider funding applications from individual
primary schools wishing to employ a NET.

The Language Fund and the QEF have between them allocated close to
$271 million over the past five years to support 163 English language projects to
date. The projects cover a wide spectrum, including school-based activities,
teacher training programmes, establishing language laboratories, multi-media
facilities, language enhancement softwares, developing resource materials,
intensive English Language Programmes for students, English Language
Teaching Assistants in schools, vocational English projects and radio
programmes. The totality of these projects is making a significant and positive
impact on the teaching and learning of English in our schools.

Raising the standard of English in universities

English is the predominant medium of instruction in our universities, and
we have no intention to change this. We are aware of the concerns of some
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employers about English standards of university graduates, and we will ensure
that university students are up to par in English at the points of entry and exit.
To do this, the Government has announced that as a rule, we will not fund the
tuition costs of any candidates who are admitted to university without a pass in
English in the Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination, unless they genuinely
excel in other subjects. We will also ask the University Grants Committee and
the tertiary institutions to seriously consider requiring students to sit for an
English test to ascertain that they are adequately competent in English for
employment purposes. The test should be conducted before graduation and the
results should be included in the transcripts of the graduates.

In the meantime, the Government has been providing grants to tertiary
Institutions for the purpose of language enhancement. In the last triennium
(1995-98), $210 million was committed to language training, of which a large
portion was for the English enhancement of undergraduates. For the current
triennium (1998-2001), $262 million has been earmarked for undergraduate
English language training.

Maintaining the use of English in the Government

| would like to assure Members that in tandem with promoting the use of
Chinese, English is still extensively used within the Government. For obvious
reasons, government officials now speak more frequently in Cantonese in public
than, say, five years ago, but internal communication and correspondence in the
Government is still predominantly in English. At a personal level, | always use
English in this Chamber to answer questions or speak on motions put to the
Administration in English.

In keeping with the status of English as one of the two official languages
in Hong Kong, it is the Government's policy that all written materials meant for
members of the public, such as government notices, publicity and information
literature, are printed in both languages; and we advise all the other public and
statutory bodies to do the same.

| have noted the remarks made by the Honourable Miss Christine LOH,
for example, that she has been receiving government correspondence only in
Chinese, and | will pass them to the relevant authorities for follow-up action. It
Is also our policy to maintain a fully biliterate Civil Service. The Civil Service
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Training and Development Institute provides a wide range of English training
courses for civil servants to meet job needs and to ensure that they possess a high
level of competency when communicating at work.

In response to the remark made by Mr James TIEN, | could not promise
without checking with the Civil Service Bureau whether we could insist that all
protest banners put up by disgruntled civil servants should also have an English
version.

Raising the standard of English in the workplace

Whatever we do in our schools and universities, it is in the workplace that
one's English is put to the ultimate test. The English standard of our working
population is therefore one of our major concerns. In this respect, | would call
upon the business and professional sectors to play a more proactive part in
training up their employees and members of their professions. | will also ask
the SCOLAR to consider how best the Government could offer assistance.

Members will be pleased to learn that the Government will consider
launching a major campaign in partnership with the business sector this year to
raise the awareness for higher standards of English in the workplace and to
encourage our workers to continuously make improvements in their English
proficiency. The Language Fund, for example, may be used to offer matching
grants to any chamber of commerce, trade association or professional body
which wishes to provide English training for their employees or working
members. We have useful discussions with some representatives of the
business sector and the professional bodies. | hope that we can finalize the
arrangements shortly.

With the strong growth in local popular culture and a sophisticated local
film and entertainment industry, it is understandable that the average young
person or average worker in Hong Kong may fail to see the relevance of English
in their daily lives. After all, Hong Kong has always been a predominantly
Chinese society with Cantonese as the mother tongue. And we all know too
well in this Chamber that Cantonese is an extremely lively dialect. It is also a
sad fact that most of our students, even at the university level, seldom listen to
English radio channel, nor do they watch news or other programmes on the
English television channel, except movies with Cantonese sound track. Most
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of them also do not read English newspapers.

However, if we are to maintain Hong Kong's position as a trading,
financial and technology centre as well as a major tourist destination in this
region, our community must not allow the importance of English to slip from
our daily lives. In this respect, all sectors in the community — the education
sector, the business sector, the mass media, the entertainment industry and even
parents, must work hand in hand. For example, our parents must realize that
for their children to learn to speak and write in English, learning in schools is
just not enough. To learn improper English and acquire bad habits are worse
and sometimes cannot be undone for the rest of one’s life. | mentioned our
proposal to launch a campaign to promote the learning of English for our
workers. The Government stands ready to consider any proposals that aim to
raise the profile of English in our community, and if necessary, to allocate
resources for this purpose.

Thank you.
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EEERMEE 8 28 FIKE -
Adjourned accordingly at twenty-eight minutes past Eight o*clock.
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Annex IV

ALICE HO MIU LING NETHERSOLE HOSPITAL INCORPORATION

(AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Honourable Eric LI Ka-cheung, J.P.

Clause

(@)

(b)

Amendment Proposed

By deleting "the Government, all bodies politic and
corporate, and all others”™ and substituting "the Central
Authorities or the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region under the Basic Law and other laws,
or the rights of any body politic or corporate or of any other
persons".

By deleting ", and those claiming by, from, and™ and
substituting "and those claiming by, from or".



