—r S A
VAE
Legislative Council
fi5FRef: CB2/H/S/1/98

1999F 5E[13F! T 10Eﬁ457 12%4553‘
P LT I R 3 e

Verbatim Transcrlpt of the Special House Committee Meeting on
13 May 1999 from 10:45 am to 12:45 pm

¢ ',’FJ.,%E.'I Members present:

LEHA Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung, JP (Chairman)
(NHZEEE 1)

YitriE B Dr Hon YEUNG Sum (Deputy Chairman)
(NBZREGEITE)

THEZEE Hon Kenneth TING Woo-shou, JP

EIRLERE = Hon HO Sai-chu, JP

EE RIS Hon Cyd HO Sau-lan

EV-ONT1- Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, JP

R A Hon Albert HO Chun-yan

AR B Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, JP

FIKEFRE Hon LEE Wing-tat

ZE NEE Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

SR B Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming, SC, JP

=GR~ Hon LEE Kai-ming, JP

= iE 3= Hon Fred LI Wah-ming

HAREER B Dr Hon LUI Ming-wah, JP

RITEERE Hon NG Leung-sing

RERERE Hon Margaret NG

BlWieEae Hon Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee, JP

HiEHEEE Hon Ronald ARCULLI, JP

IRAE AR Hon James TO Kun-sun

HRIOEE Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong

HEFR Hon HUI Cheung-ching
ISR Hon Christine LOH
[EyaipiiaES Hon CHAN Yuen-han

o
3=
3=
3=
éﬁﬂqmga% Hon Ambrose CHEUNG Wing-sum, JP
3=
3=
3=
[F Y ent =] Hon CHAN Wing-chan

990513hc 1



% Y= Hon CHAN Kam-lam

REZHE Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, JP

%‘?@'E%E\ Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung

L ANE = Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP

BEFEER Hon Howard YOUNG, JP

2SN Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung

T H#HEE Hon LAU Chin-shek, JP

RERFEE Hon Ambrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
FIENEEE Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP

HEEFHEE Hon CHOY So-yuk

FAEHEHE Hon SZETO Wah

EEEWRA Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, JP

WIOLEE Hon LAW Chi-kwong, JP

E_B'{’F‘J%F.'l Members absent:

Hit&z=E Hon James TIEN Pei-chun, JP
KiER Hon David CHU Yu-lin
AGEEE Hon Michael HO Mun-ka
R E Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP
B EEE Dr Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP
iR E Prof Hon NG Ching-fai
FERERE Hon MA Fung-kwok
Bﬁélé&%% Hon CHAN Kwok-keung
[ E Y= Hon Bernard CHAN
EJI Rk B Hon Gary CHENG Kai-nam
HipfE#E Hon SIN Chung-Kai
HIL PR E Hon Andrew WONG Wang-fat, JP
iﬁ%%% Dr Hon Philip WONG Yu-hong
HAREE Hon WONG Yung-kan
FNTHEHEE Hon LAU Kong-wah
REFEEG Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBS, JP
Elliedt s Hon Mrs Miriam LAU Kin-yee, JP
R E#HRE Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo
AR e 2 Hon TAM Yiu-chung, JP
ARG = Hon FUNG Chi-kin
EIP/SEE = Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

990513hc 2



T?[J’F‘JFI,’F.'IPuinc Officers Attending :

A7k IE S
BUN a1 I b

i
BT B R

Mr Frederick W H HO
Commissioner for Census and Statistics

Mr Alvin W K LI
Assistant Commissioner for Census &
Statistics

’T.%i‘ﬁ?".’ﬁ * 4 Attendance by Invitation:

2y Ak
Hiat MAGHEELR
RPN

AR ST L
& £

Hat ey

BB
37
N

s It
FEFHL SR
T TS

PEREHE
it R L
Ei A

PRSI
i ER

ERIEEE N

Fl|FEFihZEClerk in attendance:

M E 20t

990513hc

Dr Paul YIP

Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science

University of Hong Kong

Dr WU Ka-ho
Vice President
Hong Kong Statictical Society

Dr LAU Tai-shing
Department of Statistics
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Dr Fernando CHEUNG
Department of Applied Social Studies
Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Mr Robert CHUNG
Social Science Research Center
University of Hong Kong

Professor Judith BANISTER

Divison of Social Science

Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology

Mrs Justina LAM
Clerk to the House Committee



51 fEE B & Staff in attendance:

B INEE Mr Jimmy MA, JP

E A Legal Adviser

MEoREES A Mr LAW Wing-lok
HFEI(2)5 Chief Assistant Secretary (2)5
RS A/ ME Miss Mary SO

ErR EAE(2)8 Senior Assistant Secretary (2)8
THE:

FAFEE BHAECKE EHEHEETE ANE - JRE 7 37 E /B
G - WEAMAS KRN EZE TR G &ML -

FHAERENZEARMRENER - SKREREEHEREZZE
REMEtER MM E2E5BREFRTREEEREIREE L - a2
FEIFEFEAR G L FR P UREMETREIRRE L - HEH T RE
V& FH it & B B2 B2 R ORI 1 o~ B B R ER k& B B2 M 5T R0 o RE OV T AR
K “Professor Judith BANISTER, University of Science and Technology -
Divison of Social Science”.

i

HAERRABBENZ#H S AS REE R BT EXLE BN
Kot

A2 BUR A ET IR B2 = (7] 7K M8 Ot 4 K B i AT e B B g = 3 AR
£ oo

BHmEF - MCHENZEMNIOEARMEELER WEFRZ
B EHERD A RERRE R & BB E &R R #
R E G B R HIEUR TR E R B - HERETH - WELFFER
ML #RER - B EEL o AP ERE R AR E -

BEEAXBRIAREEBREREEL :

ReE B aHEHRE LR G S5 RS EE A A LA
APREER - B EARE ES HRENENHE NyeW IEEE
TR W BURE B > A AT R AE AT I ] P9 HH R 2 B R I - AT R
S T 1 R 5 B R AT TR 0 o 2 B SR T R A RE R (0] fE L - HE
M EM T —[ERFA%ER - 540 T fMEE P HRER > RMEE
B [0 0 5T e 5K HUE R DUV S B M R BE =% - 72 AT RY RS B b > S B AET
P Em AL ) G B ET NI E R E G AE 7 A0 B TFIE— 7 5B

990513hc 4



0 AT E R o B IR AT REF L AF Y 5 R DLSE B MU Y Y

990513hc 5



fli > P A A o AL AR R AR (M R B o IR AR 3% A0 (M 40 2 (5 B - I E AT B AR
AT 5 15 H AR Y B B3R IR AT R RO 0 AT AR ZE SR - B MR M B RE A > 3R
FH S il 1 20 BF B 1F B9 B8 2 T DA 280> IR — M F B Ay (55 - £k
TEak BUR FEZfa M 2 B HET SR T ANESE A kag 2 M
ERED RMHGHHAENMEEMEHRELEELEEHBNESER - %
i L

EE
ZHERL B LRMBBRERVZEENZEE L -
METBERLIEAXKEEL :

SHAFERERGEIR —REMK OME- BT ERBEE
R R BB TR S MR AR T BB e i - 55
FiE i B B R 0 (R 9 I R — B e D L BB O T L
TR FR S R G R A R A - A
7E SO b o B ER I 5 A fF E B (B R E AR R
< S TR 1S A PR AT 0 D T A AR A R 2 R 5 T
EREOEEEMRE (G - REBBAR T —[HEIF 15 5%  H35 5
RAH SRR B OUF SR AT B - TR IR BURE R 7 B
A — (8 7 5 A R R PR - TR RIE T T LR o fE BB AR 4 E
TR E AR B R BT 0 R R A E R E R R -

EE
Lt - EE RN E L -
BEEAXABHARIAKIEL -

% T - B AR BB U7k B DL — il 35 3 /Y U7 1k 2K R P R Ry R Y R
®8 > {H— g “sampling”fyJEF » fEF @t & KR 2 —HE KR E
FeBAANZE—ME =R ARG M2 EMAEYI ANTT
R  HEERMEHFROESHE  EERODYRES  SETBERS
“sample survey” & H — {# {B A Y[ & 0 5t /2 “non-response rate” & JE i 5
By AT E AR “judge” FMIFHE B A SR e 2 [ Bk 2KER - BREBHE KR ME 2
% 1) B B2 T B <2 7 “randomized response model” 2 IEfEHY - {HE IEHE 2
HEE R Zi - FRMAETE S GFE O EERNEE 248 R MY
FA HEHRAIE AW ERIE? EeBEGERNMEE - EEBR I A=
e e AN FR M E Mt ECMERE T ERMESTEES
EHMEEEZEZ EMEEE G LR ? EFNEEFENMEE M A %N
8 - 60F 25 - [ % [ FE 25 75 A0 J8E 26 3t J7 (68 - F & B2 18 i AY Bl i
 AEAN IR R R EETEm TR R RHER AP AR o fEFOKER 0 K
W R A AT R B0 0 (B[R IR 3P A AR K] B AR E 1 B[] e R I T
Bl FE - fEBL 1B WL > FREE Fo #0512 72 1R A A AY M6 4 T 1F i 1 7Y 0%

990513hc 6



- HARA ARG EFR ? L E M0 £ — AT se kiR
CRENEERGH T EEMEER ? —kREGEERENHIE HEXE
TEEe B TR W E NG RERIE - AR & MR % R
o [HAGE B EE > BOMAR #E X "judge” 1R HE A BT 4G EG 2 S B H AR
o iRt iE A TR A ET Tk — A E R E S > — A PE R EE -
ARZBMXEILBEEERERT G AFES - KR BHMAIERFE
{l& "result” 2 — @ R 4F BB 4y » FE3E 1B UL N H BYAE L B8 W {idl 5 vk 9 (&
%5 o Bt UBCER Ry T AM8CR fig it B B[R] 302 IR W A BRI 4 15 B o R
EE o WA ERe L AT R & (E DURE TR [ -

EE
AL - HENRREBHEEL -
BIAZEAUEHZERKBHEL :

ZHER RATETRPEREBTAGORTIEE > e
SEfh o~ FEWE - ABEET - KEUFEMTERGEL 675 000 AR A EE—H ¢
SEfETHIE T > Ak TIEE R FEMEHRERMEE T L - HE K
IR R AT 28 AL 8 & B A At e A FLIR ) B2 2 1 R - TR (E IR S A
i HARBRHE KK E BB FIKRD"EMHE S -

#5— > 1£1 675 000 A o 0 #5 1y & 5C 5 I8 DA Ah 202 52558 B+ W
BAE M - 38 BT RO RE R0 B A B B2 B A AU By B R RE o R
B EMHE EME > RESERZE - S R M5 S 3R
ETLPREFLVREEBMN NFFEFEEW - A LR EBUT A
P 3 B B K GE B S R SR I 1T AR SR & Rk B R R N A0 R At H AR
RFHXHENGEEEE B MEAREANEHEOAD -G oH
e ME &S > MR AERE ST - E ko "EiE M E L2
K -

B BRERIERE A T LU U645 000 A8 8y 2 DLIE B
e 21y - SE O B AR — U B RSN T 2 f1 38 AR AT LL 1 1.23 5%
LI52& - [N 15 11645 0008 H ¥ - B e 2R A RBEMAMETEE
M ANTERERRE SRR E -

= HRREEETFmMLE RS HL 675 0000 » HEH —H=H
T T IRMZ0 TH > M A N EEERE - G R ERE T M
BRE F—HRMAENEEEE /R ARBEERSZ TR E  B— KM
REEMAG MY F RS EERE - H67% ARt E O 2
K HMABIERACER AT - SR EmMERE—-LEE RE2E
"perfect match” > BIAXRIFEEHE » FRABEERKEWNE > T HE A
- Bk o BB "perfect match” > ALEF T EEE E AKX o BT LA R IE &
BT RESREEXGRS HER -LEREHTEAN2E > B2
R EBETFLNEEEENE RG> M TITHHTFHEEEI0XE

990513hc 7



© HEMERA =R A BEERE KM AERZ D NEE R nJaE7FE
LBREBMHE > HEANSEEIAMZRAMASEREE E/REMAN
EE - BERE TR AKE  HEAHFEMEISEZ A > ALl R
AT BE R AR AT 578 -

HRIEL 675 0003 T » BUF S E M A — &2 0 5 H AR
CBII A NETLEIEELR  RE A DB EPEEN AT
ME BB EH S R T > ERYEELG MERRANE
EoEg—HABHERTHORE RABEESH-HEEERENET  EH
ZIGENEGAEM % HEEECNTEEMNTERNS N  HES
ALLGE & g > “fax” ~ FEEE ~ “e-mail” ~ A - EFEH AT Ll > EEE
H AT AT DLE IR — {8 8 8% > 1T A 2 58 5 0 5E A5 Y T IR AR O - K
7 EBUF R — [ 8 FH R EAY 5k - R 3 A 1 /Y [ 2 A AT DL 5E
fili "

EE

ZRE L P EEERLE  RFERT LEEKEHE —m#EL
AR R B SO o SR A o ER

ERAREBHEGHEH T LEREELE -

% £ o BHEf T — {0 SR IR 2 Aa & AL > o A i R L R IR
A AR G B - AESCPRh TR > HERERZ S & h g /EECEH -
EREHCAEES D —HTHEHRERBELSN FAREE LA

HHEITREHE -

SRNBZBEGETHREGHERA AJRFERKEREZ[AER ATl
REXHFTERKINER>ERT D EREHE T > AMEFE S
A ATIE L EIE - EHAMA S LA EAE R — 0 R R ETREH SR
S > B FAMHE R AR R AT — [l & > e HATRE > ME RS
H#k -

FEHBE RAUURERFERFRHELR HEARZRENE
AEHR - WM RERE > RMAEFEXKMBEEN —E 7 2&—
fEHAE FTLREERES KEHOEE Ex2ARTHENRE >
HEMEL P —SEHY  CHETHEE > W HEHE T EHT

fEiE REWRMWE —H > HohFg — R E2 M — EEREN > 5
EBNHEETINEER TR > R -RITROKEZER - #BRH
B HAMEE B H I T 3RE & - EBUF A ATL67EIE BT 0 —
fige 7 B AR R HE BUR E AR T8 BT [ AT RE L B 5 BT HY BE 0 B
H FEBREMNARLBBFHECKERRT > FTLLE R F48% > i
—FANRBEFBEMET  HEEHFAIEEHRN—5 -

990513hc 8



EEEMBUF#E TIRGAGZ®R  E8T TRET D > H48% T
ik 25 33% 11 3 AT AE HE RN BT K AT SR A B2 R A B N R £ 31%
- BREEEER ? AL BB REEH AR EEN  HERNEEE
B E 16T E AR 2Ky 7,000 (80 FH EHARBEFRAEZE -
e T HRALE - BYARRRBREL EEXRBBUFTEM TEDN - HEE
EEHMENEZMBEMANFEEAL2Z2HEO R IE TRUFFEDET
ANFEEEE - |miliE—  WHBHEBFE R > = AR BT 2 K5
T BB R =R RS BUR E S T BE R BUR 2 1E B 5 R E 2
cHMBZ  EEROWIERE R EI U FEZ B - 2R
Azt ANAMBE I BB BUR FUC T B 3T > EROR Al DI 2T R
WAEE B EE > PR RS =0 0 B BUS 2R - & =
W > BCEPIEKES  HETREAREHEELEHT -

M5 REH S —GREZNHEER > ARI6TEEH T EHMELN -
Fem AR R ? FE R R B (AR ) I8 R AN K &G
B2 N EH MR MM AR o R B B B R A EF E H A IR 7 58
FH & A BE AN ARIE W - (H B AT 80EH A IR 255 R AT A o T AT DLER R B 4
RITHEHFERMEREFHOUFAEHRY  HREAEHEREDN -
ERMAMAFAEER T > G31%  RERBRZ ARRKRIFED (AR
) DIRREE IR ERARE ZEHERE (EARE) WA R/K > B
19% - 1My 38 85 A0 2 300 i A9 B AR AR o BB AL B M B S i 2R
MR A > HAERMALTHEHEHRTFTHRAES » WA
REERM A - MEERY I E R E L 6y - SAWIF > &
e B - e —EREHMEZ - THFHEHERE - X
FEREARENE =g GBS > BhArE2E  WEA R -

EENMEEHZ2RHERBER T T RIE RO NES M@ AT 5EA
FI B > Fr AR 5 RERE T R R > S8 T B RE A S A e
HMEREPEEE D EwElERMOTREZ TR BEBEI(ELRE)
WAy > MECERAKRE ZE @R (EARE) By - HEE - HE 4
B ECER LA G RRF - W S SR M E R AR
FRIE DL - B RO B B v & A A 12 2] wl B B I )R R B
FAEGEE > THEELITHEHTFHRE %R - WAERRESTTH
Fra & - (HERFEREER B DLLLDART & T -

HRA—EATEERIFN TREAFRTER  BUFMMATK

AL G O - OB R BAEH T EAERAS > RARRBUTERNETE
BHER  HEREHEER RKHEETRYEFEHE LS EZERE -

990513hc 9



FEH2EH T > REEEMAREHFHEER LM ANER > HER
R E VT B A - Wl AR 2 825 e > THAER AR > HmBUT
WS I B A > oo P R R o R AN B — il AT 22 5 T2 — (A ik
G REMENEZ > AT LUEGEE R BUR B2 58 B AR 75 3 Al iRy 3R T %
A - 55— BUSFE4AH200ER# R TI67THEH Y  HEES X >
HMBARRE —H2EOERES EAXAKHBAFAELEDEET S H
MR CARH IR FEEZE T HE &E B A R AR
go v B AR BB AN Ry 2 AN ER AT RS ? HA R 2B 2 EE T
A AR 2R AT 2 AR (8 2 2R MR FRY > ARFHRETIE - &
REIFDVHRE > WHhKEetew 7 EEAEZER - R MRAE LR
Wy o WO R AT B R TR A AT E 1 o T RE R HENE > AT RER
ANHERE > (H5E BT AN AE B AT o B RYRGET ~ R AR (R Kb
BhfE - B EXEANEE > EEHFEHITHEHT KR ER
HER > RAHLBUFEHTERLB -

HORAERR B30, - R - S5 167 E A L 5[ H 2R R 2 8y
B HBERREARME - g2 fisd T EMN s £ EEEZ
SNREH BB B E B AL o WA 2 HERE - HE LT
EAER S MRS T R R O e A DB H AR B
HEEORKEERNER HEZARANME- - NBRMIARELETX
WEH AG167E T D WMH VB ER ZH#ERCRERA - 1 HE
HE ERAFENEE > REFHEL -

FAR A E > P BUT > BT E R RS R HE
AEE T > BT DUR 2 iy 5 BRI N BE 38 3% > BOE Rt m] DL M R & -
HES—AERE BNFEERERTHR  ®ERBRMNELEL—
CERMAFH - MEERE  WERBELFEHETE - MRKMHEAE
RNEEE e ARy (] BLIE JE TR N PR E WR 2 A0 AR R R M RE (B Y
TR TE o A R ] AN BE AR A — E R B i S BRI ? A RE 2R M
e A~ HEEEREERE  MEBFRBRAEEHMEZE —MHE
t BEMKEENERARERE  EE2RCREN KBS AR FE
] R 2 2 T 7 B fa R B 0 T B A - BRE R BURT HE B e 2 R R A A
Zfant & A Lafaw > CHESRR  WHE KRBTSRI &
CIRPE4 339

Ml A g > PR T ELITE CHES Y BT AE
TERIGFEER » mEREERE AEALEFRE > e —ErENENR
“worst scenario” & /EE o & RN R F 4L 2 E R "worst scenario” > H[I
1678 N 28K - HEEM RN AE KR @ EREHESE—§6&&xE
1y 5% Bl 3 89 1% I “best scenario” fE &% 2 E Bk > Bl K i & & [ 7] e
A — i “most likely scenario” » Fll iz % Ay P 2 B - il g Bk A HE
AR AR BRI T e A -

990513hc 10



HERREROMEE REEESZEEHEREEH CNRELEZE L
HawmdE o EALRMEM —MHESEOBEANEMEMNERENEY - Fr
DA ES RO amee™ H —HBm AN ZER e RmERNREHFHE
BN g N8 — LR A E B U HOR AE AT E B AT
PR AR SR HEEE R L HEE RS WAREOEERERER FRZEH
WATRBESRATE] - RaE 28 B 5L K m iy ik -

e R JORE IR MY — B2 > BB B & BUR e e U RS O R i
55 B (R AN IR i B oh By N I s T 2 S B Ay R B R A P
PRAGIE T —(EiF RIFH B R BBUF AR R T — LR KA T
U R ] 222 R Y ] R > H SO 5 8 ot 25 Bt 8 1 o fOR BB - AR
Lo BB L EE MR H 5 R A E BUS [E A PTAERE A ED L
HERMESEHW MRS GHE LE DG E EF R MEBLEE
- WREBEF®BUTEM DMEEM R E@E It - HEMNFEENE -
MEEBLEHMRELNAGN HEEBRBRKAECRAIFREN - HFEF E
BeRy 1k o 23 ER -

ETHE
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BANISTER please”.

Professor Judith BANISTER, Division of Social Science, Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology:

Thank you for inviting me along with my esteemed statistical colleagues to
discuss this important matter today.

My speciality is demography, population studies. We have a small team of
demography faculty and post-graduate students at HKUST who are conducting
intensive studies of the demography of Hong Kong, the Mainland, also Taiwan
and other parts of Asia. Before | came to Hong Kong, | directed the
International Programmes of the US Census Bureau in Washington, D.C.

| would like to add a few comments about the Special Topic Enquiry and
the survey questions on Hong Kong residents with children on the Mainland.
The Census and Statistics Department conducts a continuous survey, the General
Household Survey, that has a large sample size and is a reputable survey. The
Census and Statistics Department is very experienced at adding Special Topic
surveys to the Core Survey of the General Household Survey.

For this special topic, a scientific random sample of Hong Kong’s
population was selected for March and first half of April so that these data up to
mid-April can be confidently used to infer the number of children on the
Mainland born of Hong Kong parents. This part of the survey, the first half,
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was an independent stratified random sample of Hong Kong’s population and is
not a small sample.

The questionnaire was pretested in February, and enumerators reported that
respondents were very uncomfortable about the direct question about Mainland
children of unregistered marriages, but they seemed to accept the “randomized
response technique” and seemed to be willing to respond to it.

Unfortunately, the randomized response technique gives us only a number,
not the age, education and occupation of the Mainland children of unregistered
marriages and we need that information very badly. | was hoping we could
make use of the answers to the direct question on Mainland children from
unregistered marriages to estimate their characteristics, even if the number was
under-reported. But the Census and Statistics Department colleagues report that
even this is impossible - that the direct questioning method simply failed
altogether to elicit a usable response of any kind.

In the survey, the numbers of children and grand-children from registered
marriages are directly reported and are believable. Also their characteristics are
believable. We can use that information with some confidence.

The estimated number of children of unregistered marriages does seem
large, but we should remember that a few decades ago, most Hong Kong adults
had migrated from the Mainland. Also, near-universal marriage is common in
China, and fertility was high then on the Mainland. Further information may
refine this number somewhat and we assume that it will.  But the total number at
this time is usable as a very rough approximation.

The Census and Statistics Department conducts a fine General Household
Survey, and the Special Topic Surveys attached to the Core survey are also
carefully designed, pretested, carried out and analysed. No other source can
give us a better set of figures.

What about the estimates of service requirements? Well, the Government
reported what would happen if 100% of eligible children moved to Hong Kong
within 10 years. But it is clear that not all of them would come. Who are the
most likely to come of the children reported in the survey? The most likely to
come are Mainland children of registered marriages whose parent wants them to
come and who themselves want to come. In the survey, 76% of the Mainland
children of registered marriages were in this category.  We might assume that a
high percentage, such as 90%, of these would come and would stay. But, still
looking at children of registered marriages, in many cases the parent does not
want the child to come, or the child does not want to come, or both these results
are reported.  In these cases, a far lower percentage would actually come and
remain in Hong Kong.
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Now compare the children of unregistered marriages. The parents are
unwilling to directly report many of these children in the direct reporting half of
the survey. Surely, an even lower percentage of the children of unregistered
marriages would come.

So, to be realistic, far less than 100% of the eligible people would move
here.

There have been a lot of media reports that have misinterpreted the
statistical fine points of the survey. We understand that these details are very
difficult for all of us to comprehend. For example, there have been some
complaints that there is a lot of double counting of children of husband and wife
from unregistered marriages. But the Census and Statistics Department paid
careful attention to this possibility and attempted statistically to remove such
double counting. Similarly, in this survey, everybody agrees that there may be
some over-counting going on. But there are also some kinds of under-counting
that we have to take account of. Not reported in the survey were certain
categories of children who might have right of abode, such as the Mainland
children of now deceased permanent residents of Hong Kong, and the Mainland
children of parents who are now living outside of Hong Kong but who are
permanent residents of Hong Kong. Also, don’t forget that no estimate has yet
been made of children not yet born on the Mainland of permanent residents of
Hong Kong; and indeed there will continue to be more births of such children.

One final point. | would like to add one small point. In demographic
studies around the would, both in developed and developing countries, it has been
discovered that there is often very little difference between a legally registered
marriage and a marriage arrangement with all the same characteristics except that
it is not legally registered. So, suppose there is some kind of re-interpretation of
the law or re-writing of the law. | have to ask about the question of fairness and
the ethical question. Take for example two Hong Kong Chinese men aged 40.
One has a wife and three children on the Mainland of a legally registered
marriage. The other has a wife and three children on the Mainland of an
unregistered marriage. If there is a restriction which says that only children of a
registered marriage can come, is this really right? Is this really what you want to
do, to make such a strong distinction between two marriages that are exactly the
same in all aspects except for the registration? This is my final point. | am
very honoured to be here today. Thank you.

I EE :
“Thank you Professor.” &Z (i EBHIGIER > 17 ? S LEE -

BHKHEA :
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Professor Judith BANISTER - | would like to have a question because you have

mentioned about the double counting, when husband answers two, the wife answers
three, then it would add up to five; and you said that the the Census and Statistics
Department said that they would discount that. But my information from the the
Census and Statistics Department when they had a meeting with me is that if they both
answer one and one, two and two, three and three, then they would discount that. But
if it’s two and three, they won’t discount that. ~ So, if there is an error on that part, how
it would affect the whole non-sampling error in the answer.
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FE:
E e A FEE LS - R1% B a5 Professor Judith BANISTER{EZS -
BIREREGIBEBER

I think both are right in the sense that we basically discount the one, one; two,
two; three, three. But we have also certainly taken into account all the rest, and | think
that we have gone into some details with several gentlemen from the statistics
departments of the two Universities and | hope that they will say something on this.
The general result is that our removal of the double counting element is adequate. |
hope Dr WU or Dr YIP would respond to that in due course. For that matter, I think
that of course subject to Professor BANISTER’s own wish, | think the second question
is more appropriate for the two other professors because | had not gone into great detail
regarding double counting when I explained the method to Professor BANISTER.

TE:
Professor BANISTER, may be you tackle it first and see what your views are?
Professor Judith BANISTER:

Yes, | think that the bulk of the double counting will be as the Commissioner
describes, that is the wife says one, the husband says one; the wife says three, the
husband says three; most of the time it will be the same number and it will be assumed
to be the same children; so it is very easy, uncomplicated to discount double counting.
Every once in a while they have a different a number and |1 am not certain what they do
exactly in that situation, so | shouldn’t have used such an example, because | am not
fully informed of the details of that. In general | think the attempt to take care of
double counting was done very carefully and skilfully, and I am not worried that it
would affect the accuracy of the survey.

TE:
TEJROBE 19 £ R0 A 22 1 17 1 ¥ "double counting” 5 iR A [ & ?
EkEEL

Yes, this is one of the problems that we have identified with the Census and
Statistics Department in doing the data analysis and then we have voiced these concerns
with the Assistant Commissioner, Mr Alvin LI. Actually they are looking into the
problems and they have tried to do some adjustments, and actually it was very late last
night that they came up with an assessment of the problems and that the maximum error
that could arise from this double counting is about 20 000. Now, this 20 000 is mainly
from the first generation. How it will affect the second generation, you just have to
multiply an appropriate factor to the first generation, but that is very reassuring. If this
double counting wasn’t treated properly, that will severely inflate the estimate. But
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now, | think the the Census and Statistics Department has taken account of this problem,
assessed the impact, and the impact itself is very limited.

EE

oA Tt R A T 7 VR (L A8 B 5 — {1 o B s R B RE E 5 B
e e

HEERELE :

E T W B L R R DB I R R R - R ML IE
T 81 4 3 50V 2y P R« 5 — (12 167 8 33 I 2 1 O 0 = 55— (1 12
6 R W1 74 JEE + LLL67 35 I 95 7952 5 | o A 197,000 (8 7T 50 i R
B o (5 0 FETRE < 55 =+ S{BR % A0t B LAV R+ B L AT
Pe 7 38 4 P RE (00T 2 — R A K - 3P A 76 O IV B 3 R RS - 3
R B R 7 i - “To be fair” » 377 i £ [ RE » 377 T #4176 L 0% 1 34 3
o T B B 1E R 167 A5 E A BT - % BT A B R AR R R
o 52 3% (P A 32 B2 9 “double counting™ i - 18 7 £ i - A -

HAEANME BUFHAREEEME &I £RROKHEERANE
WE A - N> HRREN wRERE T HLER  BEERBERD
Blan > AL E BT o B BUF AT E > RO ERGGTE (0 I B o 2R A
MEGEWNEIEEEEWIM & RARARIGRG EEE LB WA
HZHRZ - Witk > E5E 5 > Sorl nl 8E 1% A 7 #ll 5 & [ = 40 {A7 2 R

BAERHET®R - WAL - KR HER 3N E - 8
I67TE T EEHRE —ERANMEE - NEBERNGE > ERFHERS
R Ry TR E IR ARG R IR R S92 0 2 70 2R I R 0 B2 0l b Y R R R
AW G ECPR RS > B AR HE TR AR e RO R PR A R o i DR B R
ATAE > WAANREEBZDHEE  SEEHBHENERNOM - H
& BURE e 51 B2 B2 5= BT $2 Ho A 9 “IE AR 7 B9 5 k0 DUR H R HE R B ] (S 1R
R FMEZ R ERN A EE LM RN EZRE RO IGA =
FH A (S 38 /2 AT AT BN Al 1T o H B3R AE e R AR H M 5 5 - DATERR A > &
MR TR AETRERE  EHE— % NEEHTRAE S B0
ik e BN HE BUR JE il 5 R 2 A (8 5 2 o BUR AT IR 2 & T3 & 7] {F
fE g -

A BIAEE > KRl SR ERS 3 ERe T IEME”
5 R TH G~ EEMNE - DUEE K EE— L E - frlE e H
R RIS RIS A T B B E > LU AR B A R AT B HE B b — (B i R
» ZCHE By R R AN ] o 5E (I EAE TR E TR B R B R AR K IR
HErTRERI B AT - BAEZ M - RBE > MBEMMTEENE > £
HENRE TESAREN  AREFEH > HEE LHE > E£lE R
AR E - WHERENGEABNMMERSE - BT ER—EHANEE -

990513hc 20



R B RS ERZHT - WF B o 7 F BT8R > A E K
eI R R RN EIE L - WA L LR BEHEME T % EEITHY
o BE O RMILIEE — WENE > MER— WEHEEHRZH
g HRMESHE— > MEHRH » 2 —([HB KRy HE -

mtk o WHEIEH > B— KITEHEEENNKAEZOBRE > HEERE
H 7,000 7T 5 H L il 5 5% (4 - A0 (5 R 2 2 78 it Bt 1T 7 il A9 &S G o X
IFREMHRERE —MRRENITHE - R B EEEATEEN - HEH A E
A8 EE o ME— B B i IR R B — I8 S B S B EE R U H SORE - A0
PR GTE (6 - AT ERBROTIE - B2 4G — ~ Wi (8 H AU F ] 5 &8 ([ [
wo BEVEMAEZERHEHZE —FRBA#EE -

FE:
B (2 AEE W 78 2 SR B I 1 1 -
REBIEEL :

HAERE#T - HE > RO RS &R WERILETH
HEEEBRBUTELER - BEAREF ARG EHILEA R B R®ERTT
B2 A BERTEEERN LR g R ABERER - HE L &M
£S5 RE— EURKER GRE[EAERT > RS EEZNL - KRR
BAHREEE  NRAE AT REMERS 167 555 B BT o 405 BE S A At o
T3 m A M EAHE BB - EF et g BURK -
M-reess NEURZE Eante > KRB ERR 2 — FHAE > 1A B AR
B - M A REANSL - RNBL > A0{AT RE < K58 B 5 R0 8 B & B B A 5 I >
DUEE IR N R H s - 58 8 5 i A (f] AN 22 2 SR G s ] A %5 1 5E (B 0k
9

EE

VLR G E AR 2 G T - 5k I A R s B R (] AN B R EORF
& R HATRE R RE - WM G BBUFRITZERGET WL E -5
KA AR EE > BUF IR A M BEHO AL RFRERERERES R
BB BFRELNEFTFESEWR RBRAEEL #EEMNEES
RUBIZANLEH S > oM EMERET - B2 BBUSFTEN
7,00087C > REHAKEBEEFRNELE FAXHEERNETEERER - &
t®’ FREA TR E  EEE LR HEM T A (ARG % - 82 A
AR ET WY B IH - BCET 3 R S0 28 » IR AN S AR SR Al 42 e BU 2 &

& 15 % “alternative methods” ?

HE#tBER :

ERGEERHGE R ERBRA M ErHES - HEHRBE > &
IR —  WH > MHEEFEL - &t WEEH - HAEMKRANIE

990513hc 21



(aatidE  AIDLERMARNKNE - FH— BFF—MIE - -B=
sEE A TAEMA IHER - B= TEMHRWEHR S [ - 5B
EEE > A& E - B BERE > RREA 2 A6 EEE E %
FAME P EENERRER FSWHBFER AL SHMMAIHME -
KL > JAIA BRIGE (5% - 8 2 E ML PH) — [ 5k - RAERTR
BITHNGTERE LEZ2H HREHEMENFHAF2EER3IE -G8
B2 4E i ik R Ae 12 ft n] SE A B -

R W A 15 0 B AR E R - SFRE IR AN - AFF L0 B By I ] 6F
Ao iR B SL e R IEM AT AR EEETRREE - ETHEE
LW TMAEZE > HEMEGE - BIEMFRTRER > RMEEH
Al 5 (8 AR EY 5k - B G S A0 T 5k > B E RN - FEREE
% EERMEEME - FIHEEMEEN SR [ G R ER A% HE
e Al A o At B R E R E R E T vk o IR AT H B R MR R b
% =] i i

S—imE - WREAERBRIER —  AHREEENGEEEER
NES) BEENEN  FEEWARZAFEERE - Kl EEE
AT & 104 2 DAR HY — B IRF ] - B P RO & 5 1 B Ml 0 52 32 1R 20 IS 4 I fi
R sk - HERAREH AN > Z 28 E AR - M IE K — F B2 - i
MRBRRLEEEXRGE WEERENFLE MEENRESS —
{6 BC 4% > 1102 S HI AL MY Tl A H il K R EAMNH AL BEREE - HE R
RN o At AT BT & 22 9% 5 2 > (5 H AT A B 0% ke R U - Witk i
FIF il “SE AR 700 5 vk > dL R KB 5 5 B IS IR B &5 - BRI R AT (o
FIEFERA HNEHLAGEFEEW MEFEBEWALEKIFRE 2 HHE
£ XA H A0 - & A BURE o TP IR R 6 B 1 (0] Tk B TR L R RE -

ERBAEFASIELRE  RMERFEEEZLENR)  LEH
ENL REEZHEERIEN Gk - B EEZOHER > MEEHE
fTilE > EE BRI R AR AR RS A E - A ANHE
IRBREE - FEHE3MH > BIESHM A MM AR ER %R > WHEFAEN - W0
FETHE KEAFES —GRHEE  WANELTORREEH/AE
B WiiE T FHRERFEEVI > 2EREEOL OIS & - 08
R EEETHE  REZEZEHGHERE KM - A8 HEBSE T EARLA]
17 o BFFRERFEE 2T -

IR
SHELE - FEPHE -
FENEA :

¢ 2 T8 g L 12 ] o T B2 £ BE 4 1 H I PR - BORT AT SR (R B9 B 1675
o i 75 RE AL B SR RO BRI N 4 B AR TR IR & WS S AR
ME R EEET - BERSHRARBEA S - WLl 4 B E

990513hc 22



ko EREE REENSZEENER HEBFLMR BSRELEY
PiE > WEMEREE®RE  —RAFEME HETRENEE&EE
—[El 2 o i W BEOR IR MM B R R A R L R TR
ATz -MEchEH N FERMU R ERME—EH - EXHEY
LR B N AL WU B A AS R o DU (8 A B A R A MERE TR AT AT 40 - K
TERE It te -

EE
VAR (52 mT DA TR %5 5E {1 i R 2 B OK Bk 1 £ e
BIAEEL :

& RN 2 28 W SO0E 2 8 < i MAE R B r] sE & H P s ok
RN - ANl BEER - MER AN REE DA R
= HRAEZEBEIEFEASHE -

EE

HATEEE TPRUFAEG AR -FRBTEINREA ? =%
& B YR RE O 2 A it -

B AXEL :

35 (i P T I A A AT
4

{arseds - BE L IO LR -
EEERL -

HE > HRMHEEBERPFERSNRER  BUF N ESRIELRE > ILFE
ER B A SRR A EH 2| el - BUFF SR AE LR MR —F
HER%  MAETS —F - FBEL HAHREEH R AEEEIFE L
£ Wt MR AER ) — U] HEERERZEL AR - IR ZZE R
AT TT ik -

EE
oAt e

990513hc 23



BAxEEL :

WINEMERINESE - BUSEHR U125 WA AERER A5 FH
Higbpryt s - e #EE AERxR > ARMSRATME  HEME
B HRRBIEBWTRERR - Wl R BUFHETE N KM E
HEMEHR® - WA &S5RG 89 W & 67T gE & 7F H AN [F #Y fg
B o B E TR G “survey” > BORIEH RETHHAA > HREMMINE
FEECFE B B B3 FH AP EE “exciting” » A & ¥f “interviewer” =z “interviewee”
KBTS R -

EE
HEEETE :

LR B —BEIERAE > R R BN o 7R R & S Rt
QSR A S ST 2 AR E SR ANE ST U J = S RSN R DR = N ¢
G B AN FE A OROK B U o i BRI O o (F B EE RS AR 0 g
Tooe NRMER E > el RMIKNE - RN EFHEEE > BT EE
Rl iRk SEHENEGE BEEBEMEN AL RBERTK
R ERCERA - HEEFEA AR A R G % WIERME R T
W& > M ER A AE A 22 RFIE 222 Al - Ty B B IR A0 L 1M 2 R b
“SEMETRIEL D B R T EH E-EHENHE IR ZOHT
2o BEEITEARE KRR ZES I - WRIGHERE 55 > 2R
“TEMETHYSRE T ETR - AT BB AT R IR K2 SRR I 5 R
ANEAT - S EE L T AETREFEW ARG TEEHE
{8 ik 2

EE

(i pd &= > BT (8] %5 R f 0 > 58— > FmaE Y2 B Ry - DL R §E O
AW R AR -

HE#TBER :

IR REF I > R AP EAR B AT BBy - B BRA L EH E B
At B A REMABEEERA/N - ERFEHNRE 2 &RE 2
SREE e TAAKE - SHAURE - AIRFRREARRNIMEA - ES
MATRK mE2HELEHY  EBELIERBERNFAS > MEEMELE -
Kt > WMAERREGERED  REEILTit&2FNEMEN - £t
R BER - SERER - (F H LB EE A (E B 55 B9 R A - dOE 1E L RS
BN A E R - Wt > M AR Fomd Ry — {l B 5 BR YRR AL » 56— ~F AR AR
1] {5 B B AT HHE G B AU R DO o IR 2 B R AR IR AR Y S R R >
BIEA R FREEHATGEMUERE  REFTFFREE - B> T

990513hc 24



AR B > A0 o3 B £ i A A BN R R R RS E R A MR A -
HE > HARAWHRED A/ -

HEE L EE THNER  MMAMETHRERE  KAKLEDE
1 000 AL i AFIRAEMB A ELLEFTH - KARKEZ_HZL - H
EE/NNEHE#RE - 7 AfEhE MR E LA H{H 100082 000 A -
HHEIWIEML - WMH 2007 - & oh— 1y F L 17 bE B [0 8 % -
4000 F > HEEA 8 A WEFTHRZEEAN > VFHEFF2.2(H
BN e BRAE A9 000 A - fif A /S B E] E 2 E > B AR A 5 000%
Ao Wk > BRAREBEEEL A/ > FREER ] FH -

B BAEMUIEME AR T > ERZ I E BHEME - £ W
» J M Stz B SR At AT R R A (|l - B MG Al {5 BT R R S B - B IR
e bE 0 B ik M R G R e AT B AE AT [E S BV H - i AT
RS Bl —LER > BESECHITAL - Kt - @H EEAEMmIE
METHT SRR T BT HIEE o IR E AT S B[] fE % - BR 2R B AA A
M BE—-BEE > SHRMEAFHGENRENR -

LR AR HLTEREZORALEERE - EHEHHE
BRORATILES - EEIFIG2E 8 IR & 52289 « (8 7] 5 5
BhreiE K Ml amit s - WMEFEFRKE  ETEARR - 2R
oA A EmE RS FET - E RN BEANSERE R N K
B — A R R R AT AR Z H AW
HMEMRIEZR - H3EK20H ~ 30H » #E200H ~ 300H Y& & > H A2
TR B - MR E B BEFFERAE LAY - RE
HEREANERE FERMEZETmEEER -

ER= TR T~ AT H > SREFRERFERE T - /UK
ANEFRR - MMANTZEREE - ERMF T Z89F a0 - 2 2=
EATIRE A BT o HR16BLLL T By A £ BT A & 3 B A EE (G R AR M Y
TR M BEERE - N16p DL T AL B — B EY 8 R LB TR
© 8K ~ 9k > LLEL0BE ~ 115§ ~ 125k > #E R ET T 28 S B E 2K E -
HERKUF R EERRE - KL DI EFHEER - 15 0 H M
B MEERMAEMER - BEARZ/NLEE > THEEMZEHT -

EREBEAGH > B67T%EEHE > HESWMAI6K L H
KEBETHEEMMKE  MEMAEEEEERE - HPHFISNWRRT
B TR AERE > KF20%ER RN HEEKE - 1 F 38 BE & H
RE RO — % #E80%  E67% ¢ 87%F & HI2KHY - 80% X 80% > 2 &
Al 15 H 64% - [ A F $2 1 It 8 5 (2 HF W JEA I - Professor BANISTER
NG - Al FREEM T L 2T H B > Bl“correlation”fy fif &
o FRMETIE Y > BI76% » s 73%FE76% » HE 25 msE A »
172 000K, 274 000®{ %1 A > ifi172 0002274 000/ — 43 « F A AT 4> #7
B WS B A B > 2 75% > EEEFE c Bl A RE K E > A E 2/ E
K o FHERECKRYF -

990513hc 25



WREBZREH - REUFRFTENARERS WMALETHEER
e ERFFMGE WARHERRKZHF -MEZHEBEFAFAEREE
WU RE R - BB R EAF R R ELRE - 2 H AT R EAYRF A R -
M= EE —EHEOKNE DIk —EEREOHNE - BREHHZEEE
EiEANEBRAN T ZHEHMEE AR D - KNHA0ES0ERE  EFRZF
Ao AR K HY A JEFR B A - 1 At P 2 B A REE RS R - i a8 It NS AR
WaEh > BMEMEAD - EREBFE A ELERFra B E > kA EHE
RRZ 5 2Rl B X5 = A A

ETHE
Z ] Je A A B B A B ETE - MR 122 R B R R > 3RS

RHEEER > TEEEE - TREHEE -
FkiZEZES :

LR R TR FFLEAR - REHHEER  E2H =
R — AL 1 fR 5 HE R — (B > F5 [B1 A “respondents”> 2145 10%
R T R AT EE G RAEE T E > Hig R EIELRHE - R
7 A 500% o IRt — @I FRAMW - ERIARER TG E > B ER
b B A el HE B HE 2R o PR R D 0% 2 B 52 IR A AT T 5 I AR SRR
AN S BB ? 5 E R EE RV - 2 A0 /)N EY “respondent”
Hysh i - FEIMAREBRE  BES AEH - O S & ¥ I
==y N G

ETHE

I {7 AL [5] FE Ik RS 58 2 Professor BANISTER o

I

Professor Judith BANISTER:

Yes, could I respond to that? What we don’t know is, suppose someone is still
uneasy about answering the question about children of unregistered marriages, even if it
is a randomised response question. We don’t know what they would do in that case.
They might choose to answer the taxi question but they might also just say none, zero.
You know, just denial and it seems equally likely to me that they would just answer
zero, then they can’t get into any trouble with their wife listening over here; or you
know if the answer is zero, no matter which question you are answering, you’re all right,
right? So | don’t think we should make the assumption that if they don’t want to
answer the sensitive question they are answering the taxi question. We don’t know
what they are doing. We don’t know what they are answering and they could just as
easily say zero, which would under-estimate.
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Chairman, I like to ask Professor BANISTER a question. | am very grateful that
she has spared the time to come to talk to us. | like to explain the background of the
urgency. This is not a survey for the purpose of planning, it is a survey to show us the
result that if the numbers are large, then the Government will decide within the next
week or two to remove the rights of these children to join their parents in Hong Kong.
So this is the significance of the number, if the numbers are large, rights will be
removed so that children cannot join their parents in Hong Kong. | like to ask
Professor Banister a question, I am not sure if she is using the basis of her presentation
that 1.67 million people would be coming to Hong Kong within the next 10 years,
because | heard 10 years. Now, | am sure Professor Banister appreciates that the
1.67 million is made up of a first generation and a second generation. Now, there is no
direct transmission of the right of abode to grand-children, so that it is not true that the
children of the first generation will be qualified for the right of abode. They acquire
the right of abode if, and only if, the first generation comes to Hong Kong and live for
seven years, so it is a condition. Now, my question is this, assuming that about
700,000 for the first generation is roughly correct, how do you project the number in the
second generation on the basis that whether people would acquire the right or not
would depend on what the first generation is going to do namely, when will they arrive
in Hong Kong, whether they would arrive in Hong Kong, if and when they do arrive in
Hong Kong, whether and how many of them would manage to fulfil a period of 7 years’
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residency. How would she on those basis project the number of the second generation.
Professor Judith BANISTER:

Yes, | appreciate your concern. | think that when the Census and Statistics
Department began this research, it probably could not predict the number or the series of
numbers that it would produce from the survey, and good scholarly research does not
say if we get a high number it is going to cause problems, we better not get a high
number. They took the survey as well as they could do it, they designed as well as they
could, they came out with certain directly reported children and indirect from their
randomised response technique and they tried to apply reasonably careful estimate to
that. Now we can quarrel with each of those numbers if we want. And in fact, any of
us could sit down and say “Look, these numbers are too big, let’s get realistic here.”
OK, to get realistic we begin with the most likely people and even they are not 100% of
the registered marriage children on the Mainland. Then you assume, you simply state
your assumption. | assume that only 90% of this category would come, | assume that
may be 60% of that category would come, | assume that only x% of the people in the
first generation will actually achieve the seven years and therefore | discount the second
generation. We could all make a series of assumptions like that and the final number
would be much less frightening. What the Government has done is give us their best
guess and have not discounted it, they have not discounted, but we could and you could.

RBGHHZE:
Does Professor BANISTER consider it reasonable to assume that every single one

of the first generation will come to Hong Kong within the next year and will stay for
seven years? Does she consider that to be a reasonable assumption?

Professor Judith BANISTER:

I think all the scholars and most journalists and even the Government would tell
you, of course not. All of us have said this is what they have done is a 100% of the
first generation producing a 100% of its second generation. We know that is not
realistic.

REBEZES:

Mr Chairman, if that is the case why is 1.67 million used throughout as if that is
the correct figure.

TE:
I think that is exactly what we want to sit down here to discuss it.

Professor Judith BANISTER:

Unfortunately, if the Government attempted to do what | just suggested we do,
namely discount each category along the way, state our assumptions and do that, then
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they might be accused of under-estimating the problem. | mean, the Government sort
of can’t win here. So they stated the full number and they said this is a 100% and you
can discount it as you please, and we can certainly do that.
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XA

h 3% < & [\ Z 0[5 I - “Professor BANISTER, do you wish to
answer Mr LEE’s question?”

Professor Judith BANISTER:

This is a good point, Mr LEE. Of course, the wife knows that the husband takes
the taxi every morning, and she is listening. Of course we know that they tried to
interview the husband and wife separately in the survey. We don’t know to what
extent they succeeded. | don’t know the answer to that. Perhaps the Commissioner
does. To the extent that they were interviewed separately, probably this isn’t a
problem. To the extent the husband and wife were listening in, then they better answer
the taxi question.

B EE :
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Professor Judith BANISTER:

What | hear happening here is that we have statistical questions and political
questions.  Both are extremely important. We statisticians cannot answer the political
questions, | would not dare to try to answer the political questions. We would take the
statistical results, we can discount the level of error, we can say may be only half of the
eligible number would eventually come and stay or only one thrid. We can make our
assumptions, we can get a discounted figure, and then any responsible government has
to begin planning for the discounted figure. Meanwhile, however, there are political

990513hc 44



decisions being made and the political decisions are out of our control. We are
statisticians, not politicians.

HENEE -

It is not a political question. It is a question which aims at the professional. It
is whether you think this figure is safe, whether you think the methodology and
everything was all right and accurate and hence we can make our planning according to
the figure. Or, if you say, it is wide of the mark, then you would urge legislators and
the Government to abandon those figures. So it is not a political question. | am
asking you people whether that is a safe figure.

Professor Judith BANISTER:

We have already answered. Some of us have said “No, we don’t.” | believe
that we fortunately have a very skilled and well trained statistical bureau and they have
done a good job in this case. Of course, there are margins of error, and that not a 100%
of the population would eventually come. But we are never going to get a better set of
figures than the Census and Statistics Department gets from its fine survey. So, we
need to take those figures, we need to figure out what assumptions have been made to
get them. We need to make some discounting for people who don’t intend to come
even if they have the right. The actual number of people who would come would be
much smaller than these large numbers. But we have to work with the numbers that
we have from the survey. There will not be a better alternative.
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