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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Merging of the Land Fund and the Exchange Fund
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Mechanism to gather and study new developments in the mainland
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Fire-fighting installations in Public Housing Estates
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#(4) Hon Howard YOUNG (Oral reply)

For many years the travel industry has called for the relaxation of the requirements for
entry visa applications for tourists from Russia, Eastern European and Middle East
countries. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of the current

progress?
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Suicide cases
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Structural safety of small houses in New Territories
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Assistance rendered by the Government to the two Hong Kong
residents who were kidnapped in Philippines
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Monitoring the riding in first class compartments of KCR trains by
passengers who have not paid the appropriate fee
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Impact of the deflation
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Gauging of level of competition of the ISP market
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#(12) Dr Hon David L1 (Written reply)

It is reported that Scandinavian Airlines System will terminate its scheduled flights
service from Hong Kong to Europe on 1 March 1999 due to a slump in business and
high operating costs. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of international airlines that have ceased operating scheduled
flights to and from Hong Kong since the opening of the new airport at Chek
Lap Kok and whether it knows the reasons for such decisions;

(b) whether it has compared the airport charges levied on airlines before and after
the removal of the airport; if so, of the details; and

(©) whether it knows if the Airport Authority will consider reducing the landing
fee and other charges to attract more airlines to operate scheduled flights to
Hong Kong?
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Budget cut for procurement of books by the HKUST
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Safety of MTR passengers
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Cave-in of tunnels in construction for strategic sewage discharge plan
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Assistance to be rendered to the toy manufacturing industry
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Protection of intellectual property in the Internet arena
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Public bus service
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#(19) Hon Christine LOH  (Written reply)

With regard to the import of LPG taxis into Hong Kong will the Administration inform

this Council:

@) whether the existing Japanese LPG taxis used in Hong Kong's LPG trial
scheme meet the government's operational safety requirements;

(b) whether the Japanese car manufacturers need to make modifications to their
design to make them suitable for Hong Kong's operational safety requirements;

(©) when is the earliest that the Japanese car manufacturers will make the
necessary modifications to their manufacturing process to enable the
production of taxis which meet Hong Kong's safety requirements;

(d) what is the estimated cost of these modified LPG taxis;

(e) whether the government will continue to permit the existing and future imports
of LPG taxis which do not meet the operational safety requirements if the
Japanese car manufacturers cannot make the modifications in the next two
years; and

) whether the government has any contingency plans to introduce second hand

taxis which meet the operational safety requirements if new modified taxis are
not available before the LPG taxi scheme comes into operation?
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Primary health care service
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