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Chief Executive's Beijing trip
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Hiring of civil servants on contract terms
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Regulating the herbalist trade
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Classifying piracy activities as organized crimes
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Supervision of kindergartens
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Issue of receipts and charge details by private medical practitioners
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Accession of China to World Trade Organization
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Scheme to import talents
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Full time re-training courses
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Moratorium for fishing
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Applied Research Council
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#(12)
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Hon NG Leung-sing (Written reply)

According to the Decision of the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress on the English Text of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China adopted on 28 June 1990, the
Chinese text of the Basic Law shall prevail over the English one in case of discrepancy
between the two. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) if it has assessed whether it is necessary, for the purpose of ascertaining the
most accurate meaning of the Basic Law, for the judge(s) presiding at a case
involving the interpretation of the Basic Law to possess sufficient linguistic
knowledge and skill to understand and analyze the original Chinese text of the
Basic Law, rather than relying on the English version; and

(b) of the measures it has taken to ensure that judges at all court levels hearing
such a case do possess the above-said linguistic knowledge and skills?
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Housing subsidy received by elderly
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Destruction on natural resources caused by reclamation
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Public car park in Lei Yue Mun
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Retirement age
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Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing  (Written Reply)

In view of news reports that there would be an exodus of High Court judges in the
coming months, will the Administration inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

the number of judges leaving the judiciary before they reach retirement age in
the last 6 and coming 6 months and whether they know their reasons for doing
SO;

whether there is any reason to believe the morale of the judges has been
adversely affected by recent incidents such as personal attacks on the judges
and the row over the Court of Final Appeal's judgement on the right of abode
ISSue;

of the cut backs in benefits in the judiciary that have taken place in the last 12
months or will soon take place; and

whether it has assessed such cut backs are seen as a disincentive to judges to
remain on the bench and to others who are potential candidates for
appointment as judges to pursue a career on the bench?
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Dr Hon David LI  (Written reply)

It is reported that a total of 432 hill fires had razed more than 800 hectares of
vegetation in the countryside during the Ching Ming Festival, most of which caused
by careless grave sweepers. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

@) of the number of hill fires which broke out during the Ching Ming Festival in
each of the past three years; and

(b) whether the Government will consider prosecuting grave sweepers who have
disposed burning offerings carelessly and caused hill fires?



#(19)

Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

Will the Administration inform this Council whether the University Grants Committee
and the various tertiary educational institutions encourage Hong Kong studies in all
fields of academic research, the actions they have taken to encourage Hong Kong
studies, and any published guidelines they have set for themselves for its promotion?



Millenium bug problem of vehicles
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