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Paper for the House Committee meeting
on 28 May 1999

Questions scheduled for the
Legislative Council meeting on 9 June 1999

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)

Questions by:

(1) Hon NG Leung-sing (Oral reply)
(2) Hon LEE Wing-tat (Oral reply)
3) Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Oral reply)
4 Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Oral reply)
(5) Hon MA Fung-kwok (Oral reply)
(6) Hon Ambrose CHEUNG (Oral reply)
(7 Hon LEE Cheuk-yan (Written reply)
€)] Hon James TO (Written reply)
9) Hon CHENG Kai-nam (Written reply)
(10) Hon Andrew CHENG (Written reply)
(11) Hon Howard YOUNG (Written reply)
(12) Hon Mrs Miriam LAU (Written reply)
(23) Hon LAW Chi-kwong (Written reply)
(14) Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Written reply)
(15) Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written reply)
(16) Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written reply)
a7) Hon SIN Chung-Kai (Written reply)
(18) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)
(29) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)

(20) Hon Ambrose CHEUNG (Written reply)
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#  Member will ask the question in this language
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(1) Hon NG Leung-sing (Oral reply)

An expatriate official has been temporarily appointed as the Commissioner for
Tourism after the open recruitment exercise failed to identify a suitable candidate for
the post. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the major reasons for not being able to identify a suitable candidate in the
open recruitment exercise;

(b) whether it has assessed if the person appointed to the post of Commissioner
for Tourism must be proficient in Chinese and have a good understanding of
local custom and culture; and

(c) whether it will consider consulting the travel industry on lowering the
requisite requirements for the post?
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(2) Hon LEE Wing-tat (Oral reply)

Under the existing regulations, home buyers and their spouses who have previously
received assistance under the Home Ownership Scheme, the Sandwich Class
Housing Scheme, the Home Purchase Loan Scheme and the Home Starter Loan
Scheme are not eligible for home purchase assistance provided by the Government.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council why the divorced
spouse of a property owner should still be subject to such a regulation when he or
she might no longer be a joint owner of the property concerned upon divorce?
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(3) Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Oral reply)

It is learnt that places such as slopes and roads and footbridges connecting different
public housing estates, which were originally excluded from the estate area, have
been included in the Government Leases ("Leases™) and Deed of Mutual Covenants
("DMCs") of the estates identified for sale under the Tenants Purchase Scheme
("TPS™). As a result, the relevant owners will have to shoulder the responsibility for
the repairs and maintenance of those places in future. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(a) of the respective numbers of withdrawals made prior to the acceptance of the
tenants' offers by the Housing Authority ("HA™) and rescinded cases after the
offers have been accepted, since the launch of TPS Phase 2, for reasons of
disagreement with the new terms of the Leases and DMCs; the percentages
of those cases against the total number of withdrawn/rescinded cases; how
these figures compare with those of TPS Phase 1;

(b)  whether the HA will revise the terms of the Leases and DMCs having regard
to the applicants' requests; and

(c) of the mechanism in place to iron out the differences between the HA and the
applicants in this respect?



o
Handling of complaints by Hong Kong residents
arising from their activities in the Mainland
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(5) Hon MA Fung-kwok (Oral Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of:

(a) the current number of production lines granted a licence to manufacture
optical discs by the Commissioner of Customs and Excise, and their total
production capacity each day in terms of the number of optical discs
manufactured; and

(b)  the number of locally-manufactured optical discs exported from Hong Kong
in the past six months, according to the Customs and Excise Department's
records of the import and export of optical discs?



¥
Potential breach of the Basic Law and relevant International Covenant
as a result of dissolution of the Provisional Municipal Councils
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(7) Hon LEE Cheuk-yan (Written reply)

At the Legislative Council meeting on 22 July 1998, the Secretary for Education and
Manpower undertook to review the amount of compensation for bereavement as
provided in the Pneumoconiosis (Compensation) Ordinance (Cap. 360), and to study
the proposal of adjusting the amount of compensation every 12 months. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council of the progress and findings of
the above review and study?
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(8) Hon James TO (Written Reply)

At present, Hong Kong adopts the standards stipulated in the World Health
Organisation Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality (1993) (WHO standards). It is
reported that according to the recent territory-wide test on drinking water samples
carried out by the Water Supplies Department, of the samples collected from public
housing, the iron rust level of 8% of them exceeded the standard; of those from
private housing, 18% exceeded the standard. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(a) whether it knows the countries which adopt the WHO standards and the
countries which adopt more stringent standards;

(b)  whether it has plans to conduct comprehensive tests on the water quality of
domestic tap water, and notify those households whose water samples have
iron rust levels exceeding the WHO standard; and

(c)  whether it will, in testing if the water quality of drinking water meets the
standards, consider using domestic tap water instead of freshly treated
drinking water from water treatment works?
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(9) Hon CHENG Kai-nam (Written reply)

In reply to my question on 12 May this year, the authority pointed out that since the
implementation of the Building Management Ordinance (Cap. 344) in 1993, out of a
total number of 165 owners' corporations, 156 of them have successfully invoked it
to terminate the property managers' appointment while nine of them have been
failed. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the average number of owner households of each of those 165 owners'
corporations;

(b)  among the property managers appointed by those 165 owners' corporations,
how many of them are the subsidiary companies of the property developers
concerned; and the average number of ownership shares which are owned by
the property developers concerned in those properties;

(c) the respective reasons for failing to terminate the property managers'
appointment in those nine failure cases; and

(d)  whether there is any plan to consult all the owners' corporations in Hong
Kong on the Ordinance; if so, the timetable for the consultation?
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Purchase of maternity equipment for
Alice Ho Miu Ling Nathersole Hospital
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#(11) Hon Howard YOUNG (Written reply)

At present, Chinese passport holders who are issued with a valid visa or landing
permit by a third authority and who have a valid air ticket to such a destination are
allowed to stay in Hong Kong for seven days without an entry permit whilst they are
en route to or from the Mainland. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council whether it will consider allowing such Chinese passport holders to enter
or re-enter Hong Kong after they have visited Macau within that seven-day visa-free
period; if not, why not?
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#(12) Hon Mrs Miriam LAU (Written reply)

It is learnt that in conjunction with a franchised bus company, the Environmental
Protection Department has completed a three-year trial on the effectiveness of diesel
oxidation catalyst in reducing emissions by double decker buses. In this connection,
will the Administration inform this Council:

(a) of the results of the trial; and
(b)  whether it will conduct similar trials on other diesel-powered vehicles, such

as light buses, trucks and taxis; if so, what the details are; if not, the reasons
for that?
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(14) Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Written Reply)

It is reported that in Australia, a youth was killed in a petrol station as his mobile
phone rang and sparked an explosion while he was having his car refuelled. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether it knows the details of the above incident;

(b)  whether it knows the global number of similar accidents and the casualties
involved; and

(c) whether measures have been taken to advise the public not to use mobile
phones or to turn the phones off while they are in a petrol station?
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(15) Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written Reply)

With regard to the body weight of primary and secondary students, will the
Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

whether the Department of Health has set standard weights for primary and
secondary students of different ages;

0] if so, whether statistics are available on the proportion of students in
Hong Kong whose weights are 10% below or above the standard
against all students in the territory;

(i)  if not, whether consideration will be given to setting the relevant
standard weights;

whether the Department of Health has assessed the impact of abnormal body
weight on the physical and mental health development of the students; if so,
of the results; if not, why not;

whether the annual health screening service provided by the Department of
Health to primary and secondary students includes referring students with
abnormal body weight for treatment or psychological service;

(1 if so, of the operational guidelines given to front-line health care
personnel, the referral procedures and the numbers of referrals over
the past three years; and

(i1) if not, why not;

whether the Department of Health has drawn up measures to encourage or
assist schools or voluntary agencies to organize training courses to help
students with abnormal body weight achieve normal weight; and

whether the Department of Health has drawn up publicity and education
programmes targeting at different types of people such as students, teachers,
parents and the public, for them to recognize the importance of normal body
weight; if so, of the details of the programmes; if not, why not?
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(16) Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written reply)

Sections 3 and 8 of the Protection of Investors Ordinance (Cap. 335) prohibit acts of
misrepresentation in respect of investments, with the same objectives as Section 40A
of the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) and Section 138 of the Securities Ordinance
(Cap. 333). In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

of the organizations responsible for enforcing the Protection of Investors
Ordinance;

whether it knows, as classified by investment products, the number of cases
involving acts of misrepresentation into which investigations have been
made or against which prosecutions have been instituted by those
organizations under the Protection of Investors Ordinance over the past three
years; the number of convictions, the offences and the penalties of these
cases;

whether it knows the number of cases in which civil proceedings were
brought by investors under section 8 of the Protection of Investors Ordinance
in each of the past three years; the number of cases in which the court passed
judgement in favour of the investors; and

how the Protection of Investors Ordinance compares with the Companies
Ordinance and the Securities Ordinance, as far as protection to the interests
of investors is concerned?
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#(17) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether it is illegal for any person to send unsolicited Internet electronic
mails ("e-mails"); if not, the reasons for that; and

(b)  of the measures that the Government has taken or will take to protect e-mail
users from receiving unsolicited e-mails?
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#(18) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

Regarding the Cyberport project, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) whether the related environmental impact assessment ("EIA™) study was
completed in March 1999; if so, why the Southern Provisional District Board
was not informed of the findings of this study when it considered the project
on 22 March 1999;

(b) of the impact on air and noise of the project;

(c) whether reclamation will be involved; if so, the extent of it; and

(d)  whether Route 7 will precede the project?
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(19) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)

It is reported that Hong Kong has recently found its first case in which a patient was
infected with vancomycin-resistant staphylococcus aureus ("VRSA") and died
subsequently. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the symptoms of a patient who is infected with VRSA,;

(b)  of the types of bacteria which are drug resistant to antibiotics; a breakdown
by types of bacteria of the numbers of deaths arising from infection of those
bacteria over the past three years;

(c) of the measures in place to combat drug resistance of bacteria; whether it will
pursue such measures if they are not available; and

(b)  whether it has planned to enhance publicity efforts to inform the health care
personnel and the general public that antibiotic abuse will result in drug
resistance of bacteria?



A

Leasing of a piece of land in Tai Hang Sai Village to a company
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