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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Dr Hon David LI (Oral reply)

It is reported that the Commission on Innovation and Technology was going to
recommend a scheme for importation of mainland talents with an unlimited quota to
facilitate technology development in Hong Kong. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council of the criteria that it will adopt in determining
whether an applicant's expertise is essential for Hong Kong to develop information
services industry and high value-added industries?
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Statistics on mainland children of Hong Kong residents
borne out of wedlock
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Abuse of tenancy protection by tenants
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Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing (Oral Reply)

In her reply to the Chairman of the Panel on Information Technology and
Broadcasting of this Council on 11 May, the Director of Administration said that a
Member of the Executive Council ("ExCo"), who held a senior position in the
company, a division of which had been engaged by the Government to conduct a
strategic assessment on the concept of a Cyberport in Hong Kong, had not been
excluded from the deliberations of the Council on the Cybeport project, because the
interest involved was not a direct and significant pecuniary interest and did not
amount to an exclusionary interest. In this connection, will the Executive Authorities
inform this Council:

(@) of the definitions of "direct and significant pecuniary interest" and
"exclusionary interest” (please give examples to illustrate what constitute such
interests);

(b) why the ExCo Member, whose company had been involved in consultancy
work for the Cyberport project, was not regarded as having a direct and
significant pecuniary interest which amounted to an exclusionary interest in the
deliberations of the Cyberport project;

(©) whether there have been changes in the rules of the ExCo on declaration of
interests and on exclusion from deliberations since the handover; and

(@) of the number of occasions since the handover in which ExCo Members
declared direct and significant pecuniary interests or exclusionary interests,
and were excluded from deliberations of the Council on the related matters;
and the nature of such declarations and exclusions?
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Smoky vessels
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Selection of tenants of Cyberport
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Hon Timothy FOK  (Written Reply)

In presenting the 1999-2000 Budget, the Financial Secretary stated that the
Government was discussing with the Walt Disney Company (*the Company") the
building of a theme park in Hong Kong. It is reported that the Company tended to ask
for the provision of extensive infrastructure in its previous negotiations with the
governments of other places on the construction of a theme park. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council of:

(@) the commitments or financial subsidies to be offered to the Company; whether
it has assessed how the offer of such commitments or financial subsidies will
help to promote the development of cultural, sporting and entertainment
activities in Hong Kong; and

(b) given the controversy surrounding the Cyberport project, the measures in place
to ensure that the outcome of the negotiations will be in the public interest, and
whether there is any plan to enhance the transparency of the negotiation
process?
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Dr Hon YEUNG Sum (Written Reply)

It is reported that, as pointed out by the World Health Organization, obesity will be the
major health problem for mankind in the next century. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) whether statistics are available on the weight to height ratio of the entire
population in Hong Kong; if so, of the figures as compared with the standard
ratios recommended by the World Health Organization; if not, whether it will
conduct surveys in this regard,

(b) how it helps the public prevent obesity or provides treatment to members of
the public who suffer from obesity; and

(©) of any plans in place to curb the increase in the number of obesity cases; of the
resources involved in carrying out the various plans?



O

Exorbitant fee charged by barristers' for their service
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SME Special Loan Scheme
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Exhibitions organized by TDC
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Hon NG Leung-sing (Written reply)

It is reported that Lantau has been identified in a study as lying within a seismic risk
zone, and large magnitude earthquakes may happen there. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether:

(@) it has estimated the extent of damage to major infrastructures in Hong Kong,
such as the Mass Transit Railway and the new airport, in the event of an
earthquake with magnitude 6 or greater on the Richter scale in Hong Kong; if
so, what the details are; and

(b) it has drawn up any contingency plans to deal with the situation in case the
major infrastructures in Hong Kong are damaged in an earthquake; if so, what
the details are?
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Explosions involving scrap motorcycles
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#(14) Hon Howard YOUNG (Written reply)

Will the Government inform this Council if it knows:

@) the languages which the Hong Kong Tourist Association (HKTA) uses in
publishing tourist information and handling tourists' complaints; and

(b) whether HKTA will consider publishing tourist information in other languages;

and recruiting or training up staff capable of handling tourists' complaints in
other languages; if so, what the details are?
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#(15) Hon Mrs Miriam LAU (Written reply)

In his reply to a question raised during the Examination of draft Estimates of
Expenditure 1999-2000, the Director of Environmental Protection advised that the
Environmental Protection Department was participating in a project with the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University for development of a low cost diesel particulate trap that
is suitable for local operating conditions. In this connection will the Administration
inform this Council:

@) the details of the project and its present progress;

(b) the point in time the diesel particulate trap will be available in the market and
the estimated cost of the same;

(©) the type of vehicles this particulate trap is intended for;
(d) the efficiency of this particulate trap in reducing diesel emissions; and

(e) the measures that the Administration will propose to be adopted to encourage
diesel vehicles to install this particulate trap?
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Courses offered by technical institutes
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Internal coding scheme for Chinese stored electronically
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#(18) Hon Christine LOH Kung-wai (Written Reply)

In relation to claims of the dependent parent or grandparent allowance under the
Inland Revenue Ordinance (Cap. 112), will the Administration inform this Council:

(@) how the Inland Revenue Department ("IRD") verifies such claims;
(b) whether IRD will consider providing assistance to contending claimants in
resolving who should claim such allowance for the same dependent person;

and

(©) whether IRD will consider enacting rules to require dependent persons to
confirm who maintain them?
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Use of Octopus on public buses
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#(20) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

Regarding senior officials attending media programmes on current affairs as guest
speakers, will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

@) whether the Chief Secretary for Administration has attended such programmes
in the last two years; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) of the bureau secretaries who have not attended such programmes in the last
two years; and

() whether the Chief Executive will instruct senior officials to make themselves
more available to such programmes, so as to enhance the transparency and
accountability of the work of the Administration?
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