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Hon Andrew CHENG (Oral Reply)

It was reported that for security reasons, arrangements were made on 1 July for the
Vice-President who visited Hong Kong recently to travel to the airport by a special
train of the Airport Express to leave Hong Kong for Beijing. As a result, the Airport
Express service was interrupted for 30 minutes and all entrances to and some part of
the platforms of the Airport Express and some parts of the Passenger Terminal were
sealed off, causing delay to over a hundred passengers who were to travel to the
airport by the Airport Express. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

(@) of the official who made the decision on the arrangements for the Airport
Express special train and temporary closure of the facilities, and whether it has
assessed if there are adequate justifications for the decision;

(b) of the reasons for the authorities concerned not to announce in advance the
special arrangement of temporary suspension of the Airport Express train
service, so that other passengers might make alternative arrangements as early
as possible and the inconvenience caused to them could be minimized; and

(c) whether similar arrangements had been made during visits by foreign
high-ranking officials; if so, of the details of those arrangements; if not, of the
reasons for the arrangement this time to be different from those for
high-ranking officials who visited Hong Kong in the past?
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Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Oral Reply)

It is reported that, to tie in with the construction of a theme park at Penny’s Bay, the
Government will submit to the Town Planning Board (“TPB”) a revised North
Lantau Outline Zoning Plan to develop the northern part of Lantau Island into a
major area for tourism. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the details of the proposed revisions and when it plans to submit the outline
zoning plan to TPB;

(b) of the affected facilities which were planned to be constructed at Penny’s Bay;
the new arrangements for these facilities; and

(c) how the revised North East Lantau Development Plan will tie in with the
overall development of Lantau Island, such as residential development,
population growth and road planning?



