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Use of biofuels as alternatives to fossil fuels
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Waste paper recovering and recycling
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Safety of overhead transmission lines
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Implementation of the
Electrical Products (Safety) Regulation (Cap. 406G)
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Taxes and levies on undertakings in mainland China
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#(6) Hon Howard YOUNG (Oral Reply)

Is Government aware that holders of Chinese passports visiting can obtain entry visa
to Thailand upon arrival; if so, what, if any, adjustments have been or need to be made
to the implementation of the policy of allowing holders of Chinese passports travelling

to a third destination to transit Hong Kong?
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#(7) Hon Kenneth TING(Written reply)

Regarding the use of public funds for duty trips by civil servants, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

of the total expenditure in air tickets for duty trips by all Departments last year,
and its percentage in the total budget of last year for duty trips by civil
servants;

of a breakdown of the budget for duty trips for each Bureau or Department;

of the top ten Bureaux or Departments incurring the highest expenses for duty
trips last year;

whether it knows the budgets for duty trips by staff of statutory public bodies
such as the Trade Development Council and Hong Kong Tourist Association; if
so, the details of them; and

of the guidelines on the selection of the types of air tickets by civil servants
and whether it knows the statutory public bodies in (d) above have similar
guidelines?



One-tube-two-way operation of vehicle tunnels
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Regulations on the employment of foreign domestic helpers
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Refurbishment of vacated public housing estate units
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Issue of Security Personnel Permit
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#(12)
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Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)

Regarding the recently announced information technology ("IT") strategy for the
Hong Kong Special Administration Region, which is known as "Digital 21", will the
Government inform this Council:

@) of the benchmarks it will use in evaluating the progress and success of Digital
21; and

(b) whether such benchmarks will include a number of statistics, such as the
percentage of households owning personal computers, level and percentage of
IT literacy of the population, IT related trade figures and their contributions to
the Gross Domestic Product; if so, whether the Census and Statistics
Department will conduct surveys on these benchmarks?
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Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

In respect of raising the public's awareness of racial discrimination, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) whether there are public education programmes developed for the year
1999-2000; if so, the details of the programmes, including the amount of funds
earmarked for them; and

(b) of the amount of funds available for application by non- government
organizations in organizing such public education programmes; and of the
relevant application channels?
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Effectiveness of new tariff structure of CLP
in reduction of electricity consumption
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Dr Hon David LI  (Written reply)

It is reported that a passenger on the platform of a Mass Transit Railway ("MTR")
station was pushed into the path of an incoming train by a psychiatric patient, and
incurred serious injuries accordingly. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council whether:

(@) it knows the total number of incidents in which passengers were pushed into
the path of an incoming train since the MTR came into operation;

(b) the Mass Transit Railway Corporation ("MTRC") will issue safety instructions
to passengers on how to avoid injuries should they fall onto the railway tracks;
and

(©) the MTRC has conducted study on the feasibility of installing protective
partitions along the platforms of MTR stations; if so, the results of such study
and if any target date has been set?
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Appointment of the Director of water supplies
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Air quality in Yuen Long
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#(18) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

The Chief Executive set a target of achieving 70% home ownership rate for Hong

Kong by 2007 in his 1997 Policy Address. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@) of the basis and justifications used in setting the target; and

(b) whether this target is still valid?



Inclusion of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange under
the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance
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Employment rate of youth
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