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(Translation)
Motion on ""Unemployment™

to be moved by Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung
at the Legislative Council meeting
on Wednesday, 8 July 1998

Wording of the Motion

"That, in view of the continued rise in the unemployment rate to an all-time high in 15 years,
this Council is of the view that, to ameliorate the unemployment situation in the territory in
the long run, the Government must abandon its previous policy direction of blindly pursuing a
'bubble economy’, and should actively develop local industries as well as high-technology and
high value-added industries; furthermore, to help the hundreds of thousands of currently
unemployed persons tide over these difficult times and re-join the labour market, this Council
urges the Government to adopt the following measures immediately:

1. create more employment opportunities by increasing the manpower resources in the
social services, medical and educational fields;

2. make immediate provisions for the creation of temporary posts and assist the
unemployed in getting employment as soon as possible;

3. put a complete halt to the importation of cheap labour;

4, speed up the progress of infrastructural projects and promptly implement other
planned transport and infrastructural projects;

5. introduce legislation to require employers to consult labour unions or employee
representatives before resorting to layoffs, so as to reduce the number of people laid
off as far as possible;

6. provide financial assistance to the unemployed; and

7. raise the amount of subsidy granted to participants in retraining programmes."



