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THE BASIC LAW
OF THE HONG KONG SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE REGION OF
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Article 14

The Central People's Government shall be responsible for the defence
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
shall be responsible for the maintenance of public order in the Region.

Military forces stationed by the Central People's Government in the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for defence shall not interfere in
the local affairs of the Region. The Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region may, when necessary, ask the Central People's
Government for assistance from the garrison in the maintenance of public
order and in disaster relief.

In addition to abiding by national laws, members of the garrison shall
abide by the laws of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Expenditure for the garrison shall be borne by the Central People's
Government.

Article 19

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall be vested with
independent judicial power, including that of final adjudication.

The courts of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall have
jurisdiction over all cases in the Region, except that the restrictions on their
jurisdiction imposed by the legal system and principles previously in force in
Hong Kong shall be maintained.

The courts of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall have
no jurisdiction over acts of state such as defence and foreign affairs. The
courts of the Region shall obtain a certificate from the Chief Executive on
questions of fact concerning acts of state such as defence and foreign affairs
whenever such questions arise in the adjudication of cases. This certificate
shall be binding on the courts. Before issuing such a certificate, the Chief
Executive shall obtain a certifying document from the Central People's
Government.

Article 22

No department of the Central People's Government and no province,
autonomous region, or municipality directly under the Central Government may
interfere in the affairs which the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
administers on its own in accordance with this Law.

If there is a need for departments of the Central Government, or for
provinces, autonomous regions, or municipalities directly under the Central
Government to set up offices in the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region, they must obtain the consent of the government
of the Region and the approval of the Central People's Government.

All offices set up in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region by
departments of the Central Government, or by provinees. autonomous regions,
or municipalities directly under the Central Government, and the personnel of
these offices shall abide by the laws of the Region.

For entry into the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, people
from other parts of China must apply for approval. Among them, the number of
persons who enter the Region for the purpose of settlement shall be determined
by the competent authorities of the Central People's Government after
consulting the government of the Region.

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region may establish an office
in Beijing.
Article 42

Hong Kong residents and other persons in Hong Kong shall have the

obligation to abide by the laws in force in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region.
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