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"News Manager m

Intranet installation ‘will
not affect student studies’

ASSURANCES were given
yesterday that students at
191 schools would not be
disturbed in their studies
by construcdon work for
the Intranet.

The work would be car-
ried out after classes, offic-
ials said.

Several government de-
partments denied being
negligent in monitoring
the installation, saying it
was on schedule.

The Intranet project
came under criticism
when the school term

started yesterday, for hav-
ing allegedly caused noise
and air pollution in
participating schools.
Students from two new
secondary schools in Chai
Wan and Shau Kei Wan
will be forced to study ata
nearby civic centre and
primary school because of
the construction work,
which had been scheduled
to finish at the end of July.
Hung Wan Construc-
ton, the contractor for

- contracted

both schools, has been
penalised $20,000 for
every day it runs over the
completion
date: The total penalty is
estimated to reach more
than $700,000.

Munsan College at
Shau Kei Wan has delayed
its school term for a week.

Architectural Services
Department project direc-
tor Wong Shiu-kwan said
construction work there

“would be finished within

two weeks. Work at Chai
Wan would be completed
in two days.

Contractors who failed
to complete installation
work on schedule would
also be penalised.

Education Department
principal education offi-
cer (information systems)
Ma Siu-leung denied the
Intranet installation work
had beeri delayed as it was
scheduled to be finished
in eight weeks. “'It still has
two weeks to go for the
work to be done,’” he said.

The noisy and polluted
part of the work had been
finished, and the remain-
der carried out after
schooi and in the holidays,
he said.

The Intranet instal-
laton, designed for all
1,000 primary and
secondary  schools in
Hong Kong, is expected to
be finished by next
September.

A total of 500 schools
were chosen for the proj-
ect this year. So far, instal-
lation in 191 schools has
not been finished.

Explaining why the proj-
ect could not start earlier,
Mr Wong said it had to
undergo bidding pro-
cedures.

He stressed the Depart-
ment had constandy
monitored progress. Con-
tractors who had a poor
record of performance
would be struck off the list.

Source : The Hongkong Standard FHE[EH# Date : 2 Septeber, 1999
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