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Replies to Dr Yeung Sum’s

questions regarding PCSSA Scheme

As at mid-June 1999, we have received a total of 1,624 applications
since the implementation of the PCSSA Scheme. 1,446 applications
have been approved and 1,433 elderly beneficiaries of the Scheme
have already settled in Guangdong.

40 PCSSA recipients have subsequently returned to Hong Kong and
continue to receive CSSA. The reasons for their return are as follows :

(a) Unable to adjust to the living environment in : 16
Guandong

(b) Seek medical treatment in HK 11

(c) Relationship problem with family membersin : 9
Guangdong

(d) Others ©4

Considering the prevailing costs of living and the levels of wages in
Guangdong, PCSSA payments should be able to afford the elderly
recipients an acceptable living standard in Guangdong and cover
general medical expenses. PCSSA recipients are still eligible for free
medical services provided by public hospitals and clinics in Hong
Kong. Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC) would provide escort service
from Guangdong to Hong Kong, if necessary.

During our visits to Guangdong, we had discussed with the Guangdong
authority the general administration of the PCSSA Scheme.

In the current review of the PCSSA Scheme, we will take into account the
recommendations contained in HKRC’s report on Review of the Operation of the
PCSSA Scheme. The review is expected to be completed within the next few
months.



