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Discussion on limiting reproductive technology services

to infertile couples

Introduction

This paper sets out the Administration’s view on the suggestion of adding an explicit

clause in the Human Reproductive Technology Bill (the “Bill”) to limit the provision of

Reproductive Technology (RT) services to infertile couples, and invites members’ comments

on the subject.

Policy stance on the provision of RT services

2. As it is the Government’s policy that RT should not be encouraged, we therefore have

no objection to including an explicit clause in the Bill that RT services should only be

extended to infertile couples.

Considerations

3. If we were to adopt the approach as stated in paragraph 2, the following points

however should be considered:

(a)we have to consider how to appropriately define “infertility” in the Bill and what

procedures should be required to ascertain the infertility of a couple; and



(b)by adding an explicit clause to reflect the policy directive may also affect the rules

on governing the storage of gametes.  The Bureau will be happy to elaborate on

this point at the meeting.

An alternative approach

4. Apart from the option mentioned in paragraph 2, an alternative approach would be to

add an enabling clause to the Bill so as to allow SHW to set out restrictive criteria on the

provision of RT services in the future if abusive use of RT services is detected.  The merit of

this approach is that it provides a greater degree of flexibility in the legislation without unduly

ruling out those marginal but genuine cases which could benefit from RT services.

Advice sought

5. Members’ views are sought on the desirability of adding an explicit clause in the Bill

to limit RT services strictly to infertile couples.

Health and Welfare Bureau

March 1999




