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27 May 2000

Mr Raymond LAM
Clerk to Bills Committee
3rd Floor, Citibank Tower
3 Garden Road
Central

Dear Mr LAM,

Dangerous Drugs, Independent Commission Against Corruption
and Police Force (Amendment) Bill 1999

During the discussions of the Bills Committee, Members have
shown interests in overseas legislation in respect of taking of body samples
for crime investigation purposes.

In this connection, I attach a pamphlet provided by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the U.S.A. on the latest development of the
relevant legislation and the establishment of a Combined DNA Index System
(CODIS) in the United States for Members' information.  The pamphlet
says –

"Over the past five years about one-half of the States have
expanded the scope of their original DNA database legislation (e.g.
six states are including all felons in their database, in the past year
about five States have expanded the scope of their legislation, and
one State now covers all arrested persons."

This trend of expanding the scope of DNA legislation reveals that a
restrictive DNA database is not in the interest of preventing, solving and
combating crime.  We may draw some useful reference from the United
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States' experience in this regard.  I hope that it will facilitate the
consideration of our Bill.

(Miss Angela LEE)
for Secretary for Security

c.c.
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