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ADAPTATION OF LAWS (NO.14) BILL 1998

INTRODUCTION

At the meeting of the Executive Council on 8 December 1998, the Council

ADVISED and the Chief Executive ORDERED that the Adaptation of Laws (No.14) Bill

1998 should be introduced into the Legislative Council to effect necessary adaptations to

24 Ordinances relating to the incorporation of various religious organisations.

BACKGROUND AND ARGUMENT

2. There are provisions in the aforementioned Ordinances which are

inconsistent with the Basic Law or with Hong Kong’s status as a Special Administrative

Region of the People’s Republic of China. The Adaptation of Laws (No.14) Bill seeks to

adapt these provisions with a view to bringing them into conformity with the Basic Law

and Hong Kong’s present status.

THE BILL

3. Most of the proposed amendments are terminological changes. For

example, references to “立法局” and “the Colony” are replaced by “立法會” and “Hong

Kong” respectively. Similarly, a reference to “the Governor” will be replaced by “the

Chief Executive”. The provisions saving the rights of “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs

or Successors” will be amended to saving the rights of “the Central People’s Government

or the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region” based on item 10 of

Annex 3 of the Decision of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress on

Treatment of the Laws Previously in Force in Hong Kong in accordance with Article 160
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of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s

Republic of China.

COMMENCEMENT

4. The Bill provides that, subject to Article 12 of the Hong Kong Bill of

Rights, the adaptations when passed into law shall take effect retrospectively, as from the

date of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE

5. The proposed legislative timetable is as follow :

Publication in the Gazette 18 December 1998

First Reading and commencement

of Second Reading debate

6 January 1999

Resumption of Second Reading

debate, committee stage and

Third Reading

to be notified.

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATION

6. The Department of Justice advises that the proposed Bill is consistent with

the human rights provisions of the Basic Law.

BINDING EFFECT



6

7. The amendments in the Bill do not affect the current binding effect of the

existing provisions of various Ordinances covered by the Bill.

FINANCIAL AND STAFFING IMPLICATIONS

8. There are no financial or staffing implications arising from the Bill.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

9. Since the amendments are essentially straightforward adaptations,

consultation with the public is not considered necessary. However, the relevant church

bodies have been consulted and they have no objection to the proposed amendments.

PUBLICITY

10. A press release will be issued on 16 December 1998. The Bill will be

gazetted on 18 December 1998.

OTHERS

11. Enquiries concerning the Bill and this brief can be directed to Miss Anne

Teng, Assistant Secretary for Home Affairs (tel no : 2835 1580).

                                                                         

Home Affairs Bureau

16 December 1998

File Ref. : LM to S/F(25) to HAB/CR/1/19/45
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A BILL

To

Adapt certain Ordinances to bring them into conformity with the Basic Law and with the

status of Hong Kong as a Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of

China.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.

1. Short title

This Ordinance may be cited as the Adaptation of Laws (Subject No. 14) Ordinance

1998.

2. Commencement

(1) This Ordinance shall be deemed to have come into operation on 1 July 1997.

(2) Subsection (1) shall be subject to Article 12 of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights

set out in Part II of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance (Cap. 383).

3. Amendment of Ordinances

The Ordinances specified in the Schedules are amended in the manner indicated in

those Schedules.
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SCHEDULE 1 [s. 3]

BASEL EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY
INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Basel Evangelical Missionary Society Incorporation Ordinance (Cap.

1002) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 6 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 2 [s. 3]

CHINA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ORDINANCE

1. Section 10 of the China Congregational Church Ordinance (Cap. 1009) is amended by

repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors” and substituting “the Central

People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

under the Basic Law or other laws”.
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SCHEDULE 3 [s. 3]

CHINA PENIEL MISSIONARY SOCIETY INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the China Peniel Missionary Society Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1011)

is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 6(1) and (2) is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and

substituting “Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 4 [s. 3]

CHINESE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association Ordinance (Cap. 1013) is

amended by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”.

2. Section 3(1) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under
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the Basic Law or other laws”.

4. Article VIII in the Schedule is amended by repealing “Governor” and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

SCHEDULE 5 [s. 3]

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY OF THE CANOSSIAN INSTITUTE

INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. The long title to the Daughters of Charity of the Canossian Institute Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1016) is amended by repealing “this Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 2 is amended by repealing “the Colony” where it twice appears and

substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 3(a) and (c) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong

Kong”.

4. Section 4 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

5. Section 5 is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”;

(b) by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting “Chief

Executive”.

6. Section 6 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs
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or Successors” and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 6 [s. 3]

MARYKNOLL SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1019)

is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony of”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 7 [s. 3]

IRISH PROVINCE OF THE ORDER OF FRANCISCANS MINOR

INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Irish Province of the Order of Franciscans Minor Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1028) is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony of”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.
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2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 8 [s. 3]

JESUIT ORDER (ENGLISH ASSISTANCY) INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Jesuit Order (English Assistancy) Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1029)

is amended by repealing “the Colony” where it twice appears and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 9 [s. 3]

JESUIT ORDER (PORTUGUESE PROVINCE) INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Jesuit Order (Portuguese Province) Incorporation
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Ordinance (Cap. 1030) is amended by repealing “the Colony” where it twice appears and

substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 10 [s. 3]

KOWLOON TONG CHURCH OF THE CHINESE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY
ALLIANCE INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Kowloon Tong Church of the Chinese Christian and Missionary

Alliance Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1031) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and

substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 8(4) is amended by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”.

3. Section 16 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.
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SCHEDULE 11 [s. 3]

KOWLOON UNION CHURCH INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 6 of the Kowloon Union Church Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1032) is

amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting “Chief Executive”.

2. Section 9 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 12 [s. 3]

PONTIFICAL FOREIGN MISSIONS INSTITUTE INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Pontifical Foreign Missions Institute Incorporation Ordinance (Cap.

1041) is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony of”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.
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SCHEDULE 13 [s. 3]

SALESIAN SOCIETY INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Salesian Society Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1043) is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony of”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 14 [s. 3]

SISTERS OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD ORDER INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Sisters of the Precious Blood Order Incorporation Ordinance (Cap.

1045) is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony of”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 4 is amended -

(a) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”;

(b) by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting “Chief

Executive”.
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3. Section 5 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

4. Section 6 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 15 [s. 3]

CHATER (CATHEDRAL AND ST. ANDREW’S) ENDOWMENT FUNDS
INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. The long title to the Chater (Cathedral and St. Andrew’s) Endowment Funds

Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1050) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting

“Hong Kong”.

2. The preamble is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 2 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

4. Section 4(2) and (3) are amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and

substituting “Chief Executive”.

5. Section 6 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or
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the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or

other laws”.

SCHEDULE 16 [s. 3]

UNION CHURCH INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 3 of the Union Church Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1052) is amended by

repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 5 is amended by repealing “the Colony” where it twice appears and

substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

4. Section 8 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

5. Section 11(4) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

6. Section 12(2) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

7. Section 14 is amended -

(a) in subsection (2), by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong

Kong”;

(b) in subsections (4) and (5), by repealing “Governor”
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wherever it appears and substituting “Chief Executive”.

8. Section 15(3) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

9. Section 18 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 17 [s. 3]

CHINESE RHENISH CHURCH, HONG KONG SYNOD, INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 3(2) of the Chinese Rhenish Church, Hong Kong Synod, Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1060) is amended by repealing “or Deputy Colonial Secretary”.

2. Section 4 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 5(2) and (3) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong

Kong”.

4. Section 6 is amended by repealing “the Colony” where it twice appears and

substituting “Hong Kong”.

5. Section 8 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or
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the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or

other laws”.

SCHEDULE 18 [s. 3]

DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. The long title to the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians Incorporation Ordinance

(Cap. 1070) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 2 is amended by repealing “the Colony” where it twice appears and

substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 4 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

4. Section 5 is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

5. Section 6 is amended -

(a) in subsection (1), by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong

Kong”;

(b) by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting “Chief

Executive”.

6. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under
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the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 19 [s. 3]

TSIMSHATSUI BAPTIST CHURCH INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 3 of the Tsimshatsui Baptist Church Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1073) is

amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 10(4) is amended by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”.

3. Section 16 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 20 [s. 3]

HOSEINEE SOCIETY OF HONG KONG INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 3 of the Hoseinee Society of Hong Kong Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1074)

is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 4(3) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

3. Section 6(2) is amended -
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(a) by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

4. Section 7(2) is amended by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”.

5. Section 8 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 21 [s. 3]

HONG KONG BAPTIST CHURCH INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 3 of the Hong Kong Baptist Church Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1078) is

amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 10(4) is amended by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”.

3. Section 17 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.
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SCHEDULE 22 [s. 3]

LING LIANG WORLD-WIDE EVANGELISTIC MISSION
INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Ling Liang World-Wide Evangelistic Mission Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1079) is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 6(1) and (2) is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and

substituting “Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 23 [s. 3]

FRANCISCAN MISSIONARIES OF MARY INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1082)

is amended by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 6(2) is amended -

(a) by repealing “Governor” and substituting “Chief Executive”;

(b) by repealing “the Colony” and substituting “Hong Kong”.
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3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

SCHEDULE 24 [s. 3]

CONGREGATION OF OUR LADY OF CHARITY OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD OF
ANGERS AT HONG KONG INCORPORATION ORDINANCE

1. Section 2 of the Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd of Angers

at Hong Kong Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1084) is amended by repealing “the Colony”

and substituting “Hong Kong”.

2. Section 6 is amended by repealing “Governor” wherever it appears and substituting

“Chief Executive”.

3. Section 7 is amended by repealing “Her Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs or Successors”

and substituting “the Central People’s Government or the Government of the Hong Kong

Special Administrative Region under the Basic Law or other laws”.

Explanatory Memorandum

The purpose of this Bill is to adapt certain Ordinances and their subsidiary legislation

to bring them into conformity with the Basic Law and with Hong Kong’s status as a Special

Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China (clause 3, Schedules 1 to 24).

2.The Ordinances adapted and their respective Schedule numbers under the Bill are -
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Basel Evangelical Missionary Society
Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1002)

Chater (Cathedral and St. Andrew’s) Endowment
Funds Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1050)

China Congregational Church Ordinance (Cap.
1009)

China Peniel Missionary Society Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1011)

Chinese Rhenish Church, Hong Kong Synod,
Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1060)

Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association
Ordinance (Cap. 1013)

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good
Shepherd of Angers at Hong Kong Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1084)

Daughters of Charity of the Canossian Institute
Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1016)

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1070)

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1082)

Hong Kong Baptist Church Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1078)

Hoseinee Society of Hong Kong Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1074)

Irish Province of the Order of Franciscans Minor
Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1028)

Jesuit Order (English Assistancy) Incorporation
Ordinance (Cap. 1029)

Jesuit Order (Portuguese Province)
Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1030)

Kowloon Tong Church of the Chinese Christian and
Missionary Alliance Incorporation Ordinance
(Cap. 1031)

Kowloon Union Church Incorporation Ordinance
(Cap. 1032)

Ling Liang World-Wide Evangelistic Mission
Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1079)

Schedule 1

Schedule 15

Schedule 2

Schedule 3

Schedule 17

Schedule 4

Schedule 24

Schedule 5

Schedule 18

Schedule 23

Schedule 21

Schedule 20

Schedule 7

Schedule 8

Schedule 9

Schedule 10

Schedule 11

Schedule 22.
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Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1019)

Pontifical Foreign Missions Institute Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1041)

Salesian Society Incorporation Ordinance (Cap.

1043)

Sisters of the Precious Blood Order

Incorporation Ordinance (Cap. 1045)

Tsimshatsui Baptist Church Incorporation

Ordinance (Cap. 1073)

Union Church Incorporation Ordinance (Cap.

1052)

Schedule 6

Schedule 12

Schedule 13

Schedule 14

Schedule 19

Schedule 16

3. The Bill also provides that the adaptations when passed into law shall take effect

retrospectively, as from the date of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region (clause 2).


