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Monitoring operations of oil companies
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Psychological health of police officers
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Additional public holiday for tackling the millenium bug problem
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Influenza surveillance
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Oral reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether the Immigration Department has
received requests from holders of SAR passport for advice on how to apply for travel
visa to those countries which have not set up consulates or embassies in Hong Kong;
if so, the advice the Immigration has offered them?
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Delay of road works by utility companies

H EJS SR f[ F'FJE*P?‘—*F ok "é‘[]_}’lt
M A © k= = %ﬂ f{
pat IE[fj ;lﬂ’fg (N [’liﬂg[[ﬁ g\l v [ %



#(8)

O

PR D R R s

Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung (Written reply)

In the reply to a question in this Council on 30 January 1991, the then Secretary for
Health and Welfare pledged that "the Administration has accepted the idea of an
opting-out system as a long term goal™, and that "the immediate task... is to draw up an
action plan™ including "legislation, allocation of resources, training of staff,
administrative arrangements and, not least, a lengthy period of public education”.
However, in response to this council’'s motion debates on organs donation on 17
November 1993 and 6 January 1999 respectively, the Secretary for Health and Welfare
adopted a different stance. Will the Government inform this Council whether in
January 1991, the then Government has actually accepted opting-out system as a long
term goal; if not, of the basis for making the statement; if yes, the action plan that has
been drawn up as promised; when and why there has been a change in stance?
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Seminars for the consultancy study on financing
of the Hong Kong health care services
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Audiological assessments for school children
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Selection of consultants and contractors for IT related work
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Operation of the Language Fund
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LR
Additional English teachers for secondary school
adopting Chinese as the medium of instruction
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#(14) Hon Christine LOH  (Written reply)

It is understood that the Administration has been reevaluating and seeking to remove
the charitable status of a number of social organizations. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) whether the criteria for qualifying charitable organizations have changed;

(b) which and how are government bureaux and departments involved in the
assessment of charitable organizations;

(©) have any charities' status been removed in the last two years and if so, which
are those charities and on what basis have their status been removed,;

(d) how does the Administration and Hong Kong benefit from this reassessment?
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Provision of education software
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Assessment of overseas degree courses
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#(17) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)

Trading of securities via the Internet is becoming prevalent in developed countries. In
order to enhance Hong Kong's position as an international financial centre, will the
Government inform this Council whether it knows:

(@) the initiatives taken by relevant authorities to promote trading of securities via
the Internet;

(b) the measures taken by relevant authorities to ensure information security in
respect of such trading activities; and

(©) whether there are specific rules and regulations governing the trading of
securities on the Internet and protecting investors' rights; if no, whether it will
consider formulating them?
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Safety of two-lane dual-way flyovers
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Seizure of counterfeit goods by the Hong Kong Customs
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#(20) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

It is learnt that an overall expansion factor of 10% is allowed for new government
offices. In this connection, will the Administration inform this Council:

@) of the background and rationale for setting such expansion factor;
(b) of the reasons and how the expansion factor would not undermine the 5%
increase in productivity gain pledged in the Enhanced Productivity Programme;

and

(©) whether it will review the expansion factor and see if it should be abolished?



