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Questions scheduled for the
Legislative Council meeting on 10 March 1999

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)
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(1) Hon TSANG Yok-sing (Oral reply)
(2) Hon Eric LI (Oral reply)
(3) Hon FUNG Chi-kin (Oral reply)
4) Hon NG Leung-sing (Oral reply)
(5) Hon Michael HO (Oral reply)
(6) Hon James TO (Oral reply)
(7) Hon HO Chun-yan (Written reply)
(8) Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written reply)
9) Hon Fred LI (Written reply)
(10) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)
(11) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)
(12) Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)
(13) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
(14) Hon Eric LI (Written reply)
(15) Hon HO Chun-yan (Written reply)
(16) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
a7 Hon WONG Yung-kan (Written reply)

(18) Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Written reply)
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Member will ask the question in this language
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Legal responsibility related to the Year-2000 digital problem
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Reassessment of the business plans for large infrastructural projects
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Non-performing loans of banks
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Achievements of the Chief Executive's council of
International Advisers meeting
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Controlling improper sale of viagra
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Rehousing for caged home occupants
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Progress of the construction of the West Rail
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Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

of the application and vetting and approving procedures for the conversion or
extension of the school premises of government and aided secondary and
primary schools at present;

whether it has set a quota on the number of applications to be accepted every
year;

of the total number of such applications received in the past 3 years, the
reasons for application and the amounts concerned, the time required by the
authorities for vetting and approving the applications, the amounts of grants
made, and the conditions imposed in giving approval; and

whether it has taken the initiative to check if the secondary and primary
schools have converted or extended their premises without authorization, if so,
of the number of unauthorized cases and the follow-up measures taken by the
government in the past 3 years; if not, the reasons for that?
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Implementation of the Oil (Conservation and Control) Ordinance
(Cap. 264)
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#(10) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)

The paging service industry has been cornered by the thriving mobile phone industry.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

of a breakdown of license fees collected by the Office of the
Telecommunications Authority ("OFTA") from various types of licences last
year;

of the expenses incurred by OFTA on matters related to the paging service
industry and the mobile phone industry;

given that the rates of return on fixed assets of the OFTA Trading Fund in
1997/98 and 1996/97 were much higher than the target rate of return of 14.5%,
whether it has assessed if the current pager licence fee was set at an
appropriate level;

whether it will consider lowering the pager licence fee; if so, the proposed
amount or percentage of reduction and the commencement date of the new rate;
and

of the measures that OFTA has taken to lighten the burden of the paging
service industry?
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#(11) Hon Christine LOH  (Written reply)

Will the Administration inform this Council of:

@) the respective number of persons stripped checked and asked for a urine test
upon their arrival at the airport in the past 12 months; and the gender and
nationality distribution of the people checked:;

(b) the circumstances under which arriving passengers will be checked,;

(©) the guidelines given to front-line officers in selecting individuals for such
checks;

(d) the explanations given to the selected individuals before the check; the
languages in which such explanations are given; the instructions given to
front-line officers when the selected individuals do not understand the
languages used; and

(e) the percentage of such checks whereby the persons checked were found to
possess illicit articles in the past 12 months?
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#(12) Dr Hon David L1 (Written reply)

It is reported that despite the requirement of one-year minimum residence period for
approving Comprehensive Social Security Assistance ("CSSA™) applications,
non-complying applications are almost always approved with discretion exercised by
the Social Welfare Department. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

@) of the percentage in the total number of CSSA cases at present where the
recipient families have at least one family member not meeting the
residence-period requirement;

(b) of the total amount of CSSA granted for such cases in the past three years; and

(©) whether it will consider enforcing the residence-period requirement strictly?
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#(13) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

In its reply to a question raised by this Council on 16 September last year, the
Executive Authorities said the review on the New Territories Small House Policy
would be completed in early 1999. However, the Executive Authorities reportedly told
the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
that the said review would be completed by the end of this year. In this connection,
will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

@) the exact point in time by which the said review will be completed;

(b) the respective number of applications approved for building small houses in
1998 and on the waiting list at present; and

(©) the average waiting time for applications for building small houses to be
approved?
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Hon Eric LI (Written reply)

Regarding programmes on Legislative Council elections produced by the Radio
Television Hong Kong (RTHK) last year, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the respective numbers of such programmes produced by the Radio Division
and the Public Affairs Television Division of RTHK;

(b) of the production costs of each programme; and

(©) whether additional funding was allocated to RTHK for this purpose; if so, of
the amount allocated?
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Decision mechanism for membership applications
to the Hong Kong Stock Exchange

#(15) fr (4 (- 3 £ (%; BN

[ = B 2 E'??%’ﬁ%?’ﬁﬁi phir (" ER R AT ) qiﬁﬁi

tfﬁﬁﬁ FI‘%E%”’T?’ RS i&f”% ﬁﬂ@ BLL ﬁ%ﬁ ]Z ibin

A H ql%gu FLFMEEEH E?t kfjﬂhlﬁr%ff %F”%f et R

WG q ?;t P PSR F | A i if[;pgg

(@) S 3 o LR GEpR GE i k
TG 2 D F[%&F”%'E” W

(b)

(c)

, 0 Ffrﬁ%'ii?%‘ﬁ'ﬁ%“ y*ﬁemlﬁfuw EIIASEIE R =

4 ¢ SR B %l@fﬁw,m T R
iﬁ?ﬂ % it B % e o LR R
I mﬂt

ﬁggﬁg[%w L A TFQEEE R 8 A

ST R

_l_l

X 7;/

]



O

1 s 2 )

#(16) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

It was pointed out at the hearing on 2 February 1999 held by the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women that only 5% of the university
professors in Hong Kong are women. In this connection, will the Executive
Authorities inform this Council whether they know:

@) the breakdown of professors, readers and lecturers by gender in the tertiary
institutions funded by the University Grants Committee; and,;

(b) the plans adopted by the tertiary institutions to boost the number of women
appointed to such academic posts?
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Labelling of chilled meat for sale
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Provision of medical services during holidays
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(to be revised)



