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Legislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(3) 1321/98-99

Paper for the House Committee meeting
on 12 March 1999

Questions scheduled for the
Legislative Council meeting on 24 March 1999

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)

Questions by:

(1) Hon HUI Cheung-ching (Written reply)
(2) Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)
(3) Hon Michael HO (Written reply)
4) Hon LAW Chi-kwong (Written reply)
(5) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)
(6) Hon Eric LI (Written reply)
(7) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)
(8) Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)
9) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)
(10) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
(11) Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)
(12) Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)
(13) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)
(14) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)
(15) Dr Hon LUI Ming-wah (Written reply)
(16) Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written reply)
a7 Hon Michael HO (Written reply)
(18) Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Written reply)
(19) Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Written reply)
Note : There will be no oral question for the Legislative Council meeting on 24

March 1999.
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Member will ask the question in this language
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Air pollution
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Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

It is reported that the Singapore Government is setting up a Centre for Drug
Evaluation for evaluation of new drugs for registration. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether it has similar plans to establish such facility
in Hong Kong, particularly for Chinese medicine; if it has such plans, the steps it will
take to ensure its competitiveness among drug evaluation centres in the region; if not,
the reasons for that?
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Disposal of unused blood by the Red Cross
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Demographic information of new arrivals from Mainland
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Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written reply)

Regarding the pilot scheme for schools adopting information technology ("IT") in
education, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the criteria used in selecting such pilot schools and the measures taken to
ensure fairness in fund allocation;

(b) of the amount of money granted to each pilot school;
(©) when the government will complete its evaluation of the scheme; and
(d) whether the government will consider providing fundings for IT projects for all

schools; if so, the amount of money it will cost and the sources of fund; if not,
the reasons for that?
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Types of researches conducted in tertiary institutions
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Hon Christine LOH  (Written reply)

Regarding the proposal to build a Walt Disney theme park in Hong Kong, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) of the Government department or body that will enter into contracts with the
Walt Disney Company;

(b) whether this Council will be consulted, with details on the terms such as
concessions made and the infrastructure to be provided by the Government,
before such department/body enters into a final contract;

(c) whether the Government will compare the benefits that tourism and the
economy as a whole will derive from the theme park project with those
benefits to be gained if such investments of the Government in the theme park
project are put to other alternative uses; and

(d) whether there will be changes to the port development plans in Lantau Island;
if so, the alternative locations of port facilities?
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

It is reported that a survey conducted by the Federation of Youth Groups found, almost
half of the young people interviewed believe there is nothing wrong in buying pirated
goods, one third had no idea that laws protecting intellectual property rights have been
enacted and one third think a thriving black market in fake items could help reviving
the economy. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

@) it will step up efforts in promoting the importance of protection of intellectual
property rights in primary and secondary schools; and

(b) it will consider launching specific educational programmes and providing
additional funding for such programmes?



L

Unauthorized change of bus routes
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#(10) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

Will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

@) of the number of women and its percentage in the membership of the 350
advisory and statutory bodies;

(b) of the respective number of men and women on the Home Affairs Bureau's
database on persons who had a record or interest in public service; and

(©) whether they have plans to take some kind of affirmative actions to ensure
more women are appointed to such bodies?
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#(11) Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

At present, private car drivers picking up passengers in the airport at Chek Lap Kok
have to park their cars at the paid car park, which offers no grace period for short stay.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council if it knows:

@) whether the Airport Authority had surveyed the practices of other major
international airports in making the decision not to provide a free pick-up area;
if so, the results of the survey;

(b) whether the Airport Authority has plans to designate such a pick-up area for
private cars; if not, the reasons for that; and

(c) given that arriving passengers have to walk from the arrival hall to the car park,
whether the Airport Authority will consider providing more convenient
arrangements for picking up VIPs such as delegates of business leaders?
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#(12) Hon Christine LOH  (Written reply)

With regard to the museums managed by the two Municipal Councils, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) of the categories of collections currently held in such museums;

(b) whether it has estimated the total value of such museum collections of each
category; and

(©) whether it has assessed how the ownership and management of such museums
collections will be affected by the Administration's proposed changes regarding
the work of the two Municipal Councils?
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Statistics of cancers
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#(14) Hon Emily LAU (Written reply)

It is reported that some funeral parlour operators are refusing to handle bodies of
persons infected by aids or to hold funeral services for their relatives. In this
connection, will the Executive Authorities inform this Council whether they have
received such complaints; if so, the names of the funeral parlours concerned, whether
it has conducted investigations into such complaints and the follow-up actions taken
on the results of investigations?
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Occupancy rates of industrial estates
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Ex-civil servants receiving Government pension
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Use of antibiotics in feeds for animals for human consumption
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Provision of computer searching facilities
in secondary school libraries
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Selection of commercial premises to accommodate the headquarters

of the Mandatory Provident Fund Office
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