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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon David CHU Yu-lin (Oral Reply)

It was reported that in order to celebrate the arrival of the new millennium and attract
tourists, the major cities all over the world have started preparing for large-scale
events since last year. However, Hong Kong's activities to celebrate the new
millennium, which were only announced in March this year, have been criticized by
the tourism sector as not attractive enough, and some inbound tour groups have
reportedly even cancelled their plans to visit Hong Kong at the end of this year. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the reasons for not announcing the details of the new millennium
celebrations until 12 March this year; and

(b) whether it will consider co-operating with relevant organisations in launching
one or more additional major celebration events, such as large-scale fireworks
displays, to attract overseas visitors to choosing Hong Kong as the place to
witness the arrival of the new millennium?
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Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral Reply)

It was reported that there has been an increase in recent years in cases which involve
young persons committing suicide or attempting to commit suicide, due to their
inability to repay debts to the credit card issuing institutions. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

@) of the respective numbers of cases involving young persons between the ages
of 18 and 25 committing suicide and attempting to commit suicide due to their
inability to repay such debts over the past two years; the number of cases in
which the young persons concerned sought assistance from social workers due
to their inability to repay;

(b) of the total number of complaints received over the past two years by the
Consumer Council against credit card issuing institutions for issuing credit
cards indiscriminately; the number of such complaints lodged by family
members of the card holders; the way the Consumer Council handled such
complaints; and

(©) whether it will consider enacting legislation to prohibit credit card issuing
institutions from issuing credit cards to young persons, such as students, who
have no regular income?
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Hon Ambrose CHEUNG (Oral Reply)

On the 13th of this month, a riot occurred at Pillar Point Viethamese Refugee Centre
("PPVRC") in Tuen Mun and a number of persons were injured in the incident. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

@) the number of criminal cases in each Vietnamese refugee centre or detention
centre for Vietnamese migrants in each of the past three years and, among
these, those that involved the use of weapons and caused casualties;

(b) the responsibilities that the organisation managing the PPVRC must fulfil in
security matters; and

(©) the respective numbers of Vietnamese refugees and migrants currently
accommodated in the PPVRC, and the plans to completely resolve the problem
of these persons being stranded in Hong Kong?
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Hon WONG Yung-kan (Oral Reply)

It was reported that the Russian Government has banned the import of pork and beef
from the Mainland after learning from the relevant Mainland authorities that the pigs
and cattle in three provinces in the Mainland have been infected by the

foot-and-mouth disease. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it knows the extent of infection among the pigs and cattle in the
Mainland; if not, whether it will expeditiously acquaint itself with the situation
from the relevant Mainland authorities;

(b) of the measures it has adopted to prevent the import of infected pigs and cattle
and their meat from the Mainland to Hong Kong and to prevent local livestock
from being infected by the disease; and

(©) whether it will consider following the practice adopted by certain countries of
imposing immediate bans on the import of the food found to be contaminated
and requiring importers to return such food to their country of origin, so as to
safeguard the health of the public; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon Fred LI (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of:

(@)

(b)

(©)

the respective current numbers of households in public rental housing ("PRH")
estates with a living density below 4.5 square metres per person and a density
between 4.5 to 5.5 square metres per person (referred to as "overcrowded
households" hereafter), broken down by the eight geographical districts for
PRH allocation ("PRH allocation districts");

the current number of overcrowded households in the PRH estates in the
Kowloon East Constituency, the boundaries of which are as demarcated in the
1998 Legislative Council Elections; and

the respective numbers of PRH flats available for relieving overcrowded
households in each of the PRH allocation districts?



