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LC Paper No. CB(3) 183/98-99

Paper for the House Committee meeting
on 4 September 1998

Questions scheduled for the
Legislative Council meeting on 16 September 1998

(Subject to change by Members before expiry of formal notice period)

Questions by:

1) Hon David CHU (Oral reply)
(2) Hon Mrs Selina CHOW (Oral reply)
3) Hon CHAN Wing-chan (Oral reply)
4) Hon HO Chun-yan (Oral reply)
(5) Hon Howard YOUNG (Oral reply)
(6) Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Oral reply)
(7) Hon CHAN Kam-lam (Written reply)
(8) Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)
9) Hon Mrs Miriam LAU (Written reply)
(10) Hon Eric LI (Written reply)
(11) Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG (Written reply)
(12) Hon CHAN Yuen-han (Written reply)
(13) Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung (Written reply)
(14) Hon TSANG Yok-sing (Written reply)
(15) Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)
(16) Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written reply)
a7 Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)
(18) Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written reply)
(19) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Written reply)

(20)

Hon Fred LI

(Written reply)
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Member will ask the question in this language
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Government rates on vacant commercial premises
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Wrongful grant of child care centre fee assistance
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Train services of Airport Express and Tung Chung line
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Utilization of cross-harbour tunnels
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Review of restrictions on installation of
neon signboards electronic flashing signboards
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Legislation on carriage of bulky machinery
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Utilization of Western Harbour Crossing
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Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

According to the 1996/97 annual report of the Employees' Compensation Assistance
Fund Board (the Board), a total of 108 applications were settled at a cost of $84
million from 1991 to 1997. Mr Justice Cheung suggested in Lai Chi Pon Vs Toto Steel
& Iron works Ltd & Others (Pl No 1149 of 1995) on 12 March 1997 that "the
resources of the Fund can in fact be enhanced if the Board can take a more active role
and enter into settlement negotiations with the plaintiff”. Will the Government inform

this Council:

@) how many cases were settled in 1997/98 and are still pending as from 1 April
1998;

(b) how much did the settlements cost in 1997/98;

(©) the Fund surplus as at 31 March 1998;

(d) whether the surplus is adequate to deal with the pending cases; and

(e) whether the Board will consider entering into settlement negotiations as

suggested by Mr Justice Cheung?
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Improvement works to Sai Kung Road
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Employment of people with a disability
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Water supply to Hong Kong from the mainland
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Issue of Certificates of Absence of Marriage Record
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#(13) Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung (Written reply)

In regard to the recent reports that patients requiring emergency medical treatment in
the Chek Lap Kok Airport, including those on flight in the tarmac, would have to be
charged before being treated, would the Administration inform this Council:

@) the rationale for charging patients requiring emergency medical service;

(b) the number of private doctors commissioned by the Airport Authority to
provide such medical service;

(©) the level of charges and the criteria for receiving such services;

(d) the target time of arrival, if any, upon receiving emergency call, for
ambulances to reach the patients; and

(e) whether it would consider asking the Port Health Section at the Airport to take
up such emergency task?
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Impact of the court's ruling on the enforcement of
"CIETAC™"'s decisions in Hong Kong

g7 ’ﬂ°%ﬁﬂ}?%WEﬁE&’ﬁﬁ’
" A T B 1855 £ ¢, (CIETAC)
,iﬁ'; T F:E%ﬁl‘?ﬁ I G o S Rl 2104
JERNE > R ATAR A

RN EH BB BT o 0 e
£ & i - %HB%%W@Wﬂ@:%Wﬁ@W%#mFﬁﬁ:

L EE Jii!"ﬁjiiﬂ‘w E
CIETAC 15 FERUFY ([l 5
CIETAC xﬂﬂﬁtl’rw%&%&? ’ {E! *
Eﬁ &Frﬁ‘}{jv[”?ﬁﬂ ’MI&J ‘Ff‘ -

Inﬂgp B #[p"ﬂ;'*f R
w487 Il % 2 BT L
B 32 e 7#¢jw%&ﬁw

A IR R S A s PR RS Y R R B B R 'HI%& ( EIJ?F,
CIETAC) fufsH » 9 EWFW%H#F 5 48 7)) f &Ji‘hﬁ ° ﬂ
RSB A  E pE  Y iggﬁ‘c“[zﬂ SN



O

Py R T R

#(15) Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

It is reported that Queen Mary Hospital has added canvas beds to its 47-bed women's
ward, which now houses more than 60 patients per day. A Hospital Authority
spokesman said overcrowding was also a problem at other hospitals as demand for
medical care among elderly patients has out- paced the increase in beds. Will the
Government advise this Council:

@) whether patients who need to stay in hospitals for comprehensive treatment
and observation are being released early due to the shortage of beds;

(b) to what extent has the overcrowding situation affected the efficiency and
morale of the front-line medical staff; and

(c) will the Hospital Authority consider any long-term solutions to solve the
problem of overcrowded government hospitals?
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Allocation of schools places for Form 6 students
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#(17) Hon Christine LOH  (Written reply)

On the 11 June 1997, at the 2nd Reading Debate on the Sex and Disability
Discrimination (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 1996, the Secretary for Home Affairs
undertook that the government would "set up a committee in the third quarter of this
year to examine how best to replace the existing small house policy."”

@) please give a full account of the work of this committee (its terms of reference,
when did it start work, how many times has it met, who are the members of the
committee etc);

(b) whether the committee has come to any conclusion about "how best to replace
the existing small house policy", and if not, when it expects to have
conclusions; and,;

(©) whether the committee, as part of its work, has discussed its objective with
those whose interest will be affected?
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Interruption of power supply to northern New Territories
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Impact of constructions project for MTR
Tsung Kwan O Extension on private land development
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Issue of visit visa to Taiwan Officials
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