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Member will ask the question in this language
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(1) Hon James TO Kun-sun (Oral Reply)

Regarding the complaint against the Police's broadcasting of music to subdue the
voice of demonstrators on the Handover night last year, the Independent Police
Complaints Council (IPCC) has, upon investigation, substantiated the complaint and
has submitted a report to the Chief Executive. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@) whether it knows if the Chief Executive will respond to the investigation
report;

(b) how the Police will, in formulating the procedures and guidelines regarding the
handling of demonstrations, implement the recommendations of IPCC in this
respect, so as to safeguard the demonstrators' freedom of speech; and

(©) in regard to the posting of the police officer under investigation as head of the
Complaints Against Police Office (CAPO) when the case was still being
investigated by CAPO, has the Government considered whether such an
arrangement would affect the operation and credibility of CAPO in
investigating the case; if the credibility of CAPO is affected, what remedial
measures will be adopted?
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(2) Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Oral Reply)

It is learnt that there are no tourist lounges in the New Airport at Chek Lap Kok, and
that hotels in the vicinity of the New Airport will only be opened around September
and October this year. As the Lantau Link that leads to the New Airport will be closed
down during the onslaught of typhoons, will the Government inform this Council of
the following, in case of typhoons:

@) how the accommodation needs of tourists will be met when hotels in the
vicinity of the New Airport are not yet opened for business;

(b) what standing measures are in hand to disperse people stranded in the New
Airport; and

(©) Whether contingency measures have been formulated to prevent the operation
of the New Airport from being affected by surface transport conditions?
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Oral Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:
@) whether it is aware of the existence of unlicensed guesthouses; if so, of the
estimated number of unlicensed guesthouses and how this compares to that of

licensed guesthouses; and

(b) of the actions it has taken to eliminate unlicensed guesthouses?
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(4) Hon Emily LAU (Oral reply)

In view of the fact that some members of the public (including certain
Members of this Council) have been denied issuance of Home Visit
Permits (HVPs) by the Central People's Government, will the
Government inform this Council whether:

(a) it knows the number of Hong Kong people not issued with HVPs;

(b) it has enquired of the Central People's Government the reasons for
not issuing HVPs to these people; and

(c) it has any plan to persuade the Central People's Government to
revise its decisions regarding these cases?
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(5) Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Oral reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of expatriates who came to work in Hong Kong with an
employment visa in each of the past three years;

(b) of the number of immediate family members of these expatriates who came to
reside in Hong Kong on application by the expatriates concerned during the
same period, and the number of these people who are at the age of 14 and
above; and

(©) whether such relatives of the expatriates are not required to apply for an
employment visa to work in Hong Kong; if so, what the reasons are; and
whether the relevant authorities will formulate any measures to require
relatives of the expatriates to obtain an employment visa before they are
allowed to work in Hong Kong?
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(6) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Oral Reply)

There have been a number of incidents since August last year in which securities
companies were found deceiving their clients or embezzling the clients' stocks placed
in their care. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

whether it is aware of the major reasons for the occurrence of such incidents;

whether it has studied ways to improve the existing regulatory system or
central clearing system; if so, what the results are; if not, why not;

whether it has considered what responsibility the Financial Services Bureau
(FSB), the Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) and the Stock Exchange
of Hong Kong Limited (SEHK) should bear in these incidents; if so, what the
results are;

whether it has any plan to set up an independent committee to review the
responsibilities of the FSB, SFC and SEHK in the regulation of the operations
of securities companies; if so, when the committee will be set up; if not, why
not; and

of the measures it will take to avoid the recurrence of similar incidents in
future?
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(7) Hon NG Leung-sing (Written reply)

It is reported that the projected amounts of public housing supply for
1999-2000, 2000-2001 and 2001-2002 are 60 000 flats, 130 000 flats and
50 700 flats respectively. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council whether it has studied the impact of such projected
housing supply on the construction industry in terms of demand for
manpower and materials, and of the measures it will adopt to deal with
the situation?
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(8) Hon Fred LI Wah-ming (Written reply)

It is learnt that the current selling price of live chickens in Hong Kong is higher than
that before the outbreak of the "avian flu", and that there is only one importer
responsible for the wholesale marketing of live chickens imported from the Mainland
to the territory. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the specific measures adopted to ensure that the price of live chickens is
maintained at a reasonable level, so as to safeguard consumers' interests; and

(b) whether consideration will be given to allowing other merchants to import live
chickens directly from the Mainland to the territory, so as to bring in market
competition and price adjustment; if not, why not?
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(9) Hon LEE Kai-ming (Written reply)

It is reported that jerry-building practices have been used by the contractor in carrying
out the foundation works of the superstructure of the Kowloon Station of the Airport
Railway, adversely affecting the building quality of the project. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council of:

@) the mechanism in place to ensure that the construction works in question can
comply with the prescribed standards, and the penalties to be imposed on the
contractor involved in jerry-building; and

(b) the role of the Buildings Department in this incident?
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(10) Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of complaints that the Housing Department received during the
past 3 years about the breeding of termites in its public housing units; how
many of these cases involved the Leung King Estate;

(b) among those housing estates, which of them are included in the "Tenants
Purchase Scheme";

(©) of the reasons for the breeding of termites in the public housing units; whether
it is related to the wooden materials used in the construction process; and

(d) of the methods adopted by the Housing Department to prevent the breeding of
termites in public housing units?
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(11) Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Written reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

of the total number of complaints received by the Education Department in the
past three years about students being assaulted by teachers, and of these cases,
the respective numbers of those referred to the police for follow-up action and
those resulting in successful prosecutions;

of the measures the Education Department has put in place to prevent students
from being assaulted by teachers; and

whether it has studied the adequacy of the existing legislation in protecting
students from being assaulted by teachers; if so, what the findings are?
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(12) Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

whether it is aware of the number of companies engaged in industrial
production that went bankrupt or closed down in each of the past two years; of
the trades that had the largest number of such companies;

whether it is aware of the number of employees so affected and their average
age;

whether the authorities have tried to find out and analyze the reasons for the
bankruptcy or closure of such companies; if so, what the findings are; and

of the measures and support schemes which the authorities have in place to
provide assistance to these trades?
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Hon Christine LOH Kung-wai (Written reply)

Regarding the Draft Central District (Extension) Outline Zoning Plan gazetted on 29
May 1998, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the minimum land area required to provide necessary transport
infrastructure, including the Central-Wanchai Bypass, an extension eastwards
of the MTR North Hong Kong Island Line and an airport railway overrun
tunnel extension;

(b) given the presumption against reclamation in the central harbour provided for
by the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance, whether it will propose a
minimum reclamation plan to the Town Planning Board and if not, why not;
and

(©) how it has observed and complied with the Protection of the Harbour
Ordinance?
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#(14) Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether it has resolved the problem of the
"millennium bug" where Government computer systems:

(@  have interactions with those of commercial users, such as Land Registry search,
and whether such users have been informed of the situation; and

(b) are related to the tourism industry, such as the immigration control system of
the Immigration Department and the aeronautical system of the Civil Aviation
Department?
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(15) Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai (Written Reply)

It is learnt that the New World First Bus Services Limited (New World Bus) will start
to provide bus services as from 1 September this year. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) whether it has formulated contingency measures to deal with the traffic chaos
that may arise during the initial service period of the New World Bus; if so,
what the details are; and

(b) whether it has considered allowing the New World Bus to provide services
with effect from an earlier date, so as to avoid unnecessary traffic chaos when
schools reopen in early September?
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(16) Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written Reply)

With regard to the claims made by clients of securities companies for compensation
under the Securities Compensation Fund, will the Government inform this Council of:

(@) the number of such claims in each of the past five years; and
(b) the following information concerning the claims:
(i) the reasons for making the claims;
(i) the amounts of compensation claimed and granted;
(iii)  the number of clients involved;
(iv)  the computation of the amount of compensation; and

(v) the time taken from the making of the claims of the granting of the
compensation?
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(17) Hon Fred LI Wah-ming (Written reply)

In connection with the recent incidents of power line failure resulting in the successive
suspension of service on the Kwun Tong Line of Mass Transit Railway (MTR), will
the Government inform this Council:

@) whether the Government is aware of any link between these incidents and the
ageing of power lines;

(b) whether the Government will request the MTR Corporation to conduct a
comprehensive review of the problems associated with an ageing MTR system;
if so, of the review timetable; if not, why not; and

(©) whether the Government is aware of any concrete improvement measures
adopted by the MTR Corporation to prevent the repeated occurrence of similar
incidents?
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(18) Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Written reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of:

(@)

(b)

(©)

the respective numbers of vacant teaching posts in government and aided
primary schools and secondary schools in each of the past three school years;
the number of applicants for these teaching posts each year, together with the
number of successful applicants, and among the latter, the number of fresh
graduates from teacher education programmes of various tertiary institutions;

the total number of graduates from teacher education programmes of all
tertiary institutions in the current academic year; and

the measures in place to assist these graduates in seeking employment?



