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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon CHAN Kam-lam (Oral Reply)

It is reported that the Director of Social Welfare chose to take indirect flights on duty
visits overseas and took the opportunity to take leave during the period between July
and August this year, incurring an extra amount of public money on air tickets as
compared with the fare for taking the most direct routes. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@) of the regulations governing the routes and flights to be taken by civil servants
on duty visits outside Hong Kong;

(b) of the regulations governing the vacation arrangements for civil servants
before or after their duty visits outside Hong Kong or during the period of their
duty visits; and

(©) where a civil servant on duty visits outside Hong Kong stops over in some
other places for private business or vacation, thus incurring more expenses on
air tickets than flying on direct routes, whether the civil servant in question
will be required to bear the extra amount incurred; if not, the reasons for it and
whether the Administration has any plan to amend the relevant regulations?
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Hon CHOY So-yuk (Oral Reply)

In its reply to a question raised by this Council on 11 November, the Government said
that it would give careful and serious consideration to the possibility of privatization,
either in part or in whole, of some of its assets through selling or listing on the Hong
Kong Stock Exchange. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)
(b)

(©)

of the criteria for consideration in deciding what assets will be privatized,;

whether consultancy studies will be conducted for the privatization of
individual assets; if so, of the central issues of such studies; and

whether, when deciding to privatize the assets, a mechanism will be in place to
ensure that public interest will not be jeopardized as a result of the need to seek
maximum returns for shareholders of these assets after their sale or
privatization?
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Hon Ambrose CHEUNG Wing-sum (Oral Reply)

At the Finance Committee meeting on 31 July, the Secretary for Housing undertook to
seek legal advice on the matter concerning private property buyers who had failed to
complete property transactions being regarded as not being eligible for the Home
Starter Loan Scheme ("HSLS"), and to reply afterwards. In response to my follow-up
in writing later on, the Secretary further undertook to look into the issue in greater
depth. However, this Council has not yet received any specific reply from the
Government. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) whether legal advice has been sought and studies been conducted; if so, of the
progress made, and the time for submitting the reply to this Council;

(b) of the rationale for regarding private property buyers who have failed to
complete property transactions as property owners and thus excluding them
from applying for the loan under the HSLS; and

(©) whether the definition of property ownership under the HSLS is the same as
those under various subsidized home ownership schemes implemented by the
Hong Kong Housing Authority; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon CHAN Wing-chan (Oral Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether, under section 9 of the Employment
Ordinance (Cap. 57), employers may dismiss their employees who go on strike or take
industrial action without notice or payment in lieu of notice; if so, whether it will
consider amending the Ordinance to give effect to the right and freedom of Hong
Kong residents to strike as stipulated in Article 27 of the Basic Law?



