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Paper for the House Committee meeting
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Report of the Subcommittee to prepare for the setting up of the
Select Committee to inquire into matters relating to the
opening of the new airport at Chek Lap Kok

Purpose

This paper reports on the deliberations of the Subcommittee to prepare for the setting
up of the Select Committee to inquire into matters relating to the opening of the new airport at
Chek Lap Kok and invites the House Committee to endorse the Subcommittee's
recommendations.

Background
2. At the House Committee meeting held on 10 July 1998, Members agreed that -

@) a select committee be set up by a resolution in Council within July 1998 to
inquire into matters relating to the opening of the new airport at Chek Lap
Kok;

(b) the select committee would not commence work for a period of not more than
three months to allow time for the independent team appointed by the Chief
Executive to complete its investigation and submit its report to the Chief
Executive, when it would determine how to proceed with the inquiry ; and
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(©) a subcommittee be formed to undertake preparatory work for the setting up of
the select committee.

The Subcommittee

3. The Subcommittee comprises 24 Members, with Hon LAU Kong-wah and Hon Mrs
Selina CHOW elected Chairman and Deputy Chairman respectively. The membership list of
the Subcommittee is in Appendix 1.

Recommendations by the Subcommittee

4. The Subcommittee met on 16 July 1998 and its recommendations are detailed in
paragraphs 5 to 8 below.

Draft resolution

5. The Subcommittee has agreed to propose to the House Committee for endorsement the
wording of the resolution (Appendix 2) on the understanding that before the investigation
report of the team appointed by the Chief Executive to investigate the operations of the
new airport is available or before the lapse of the three-month period after the date
when the resolution was passed by the Council, whichever is the earlier,

@ the Select Committee will not exercise the statutory power conferred by
section 9(1) of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance
(Cap. 382) ; but

(b) the Select Committee may proceed with the following preparatory work which
does not involve outside parties/persons:
- collection of open information
- convening meetings for internal discussions and keeping itself
informed of relevant developments

6. The Subcommittee proposes that the resolution be moved by its chairman at the
Council meeting on 29 July 1998.
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Size of the Select Committee and the procedure for nominating its Chairman. Deputy
Chairman and members

7. In accordance with Rule 78(2) of the Rules of Procedure, the President shall decide
the size of every select committee and shall appoint the chairman, deputy chairman and
members thereof, taking into account the recommendations of the House Committee.

8. The Subcommittee proposes that -
@ the size of the Select Committee should be 13 ;

(b) nomination of Members to the Select Committee should be made orally at
the House Committee meeting on Friday, 24 July 1998, assuming that the
Select Committee will be established by resolution in the Council on 29 July
1998 ;

(©) after the nomination of Members to the Select Committee, the House
Committee should adjourn for 10 minutes to enable the nominated Members
to consider which of them should be nominated as Chairman and Deputy
Chairman of the Select Committee ;

(d) the House Committee will then resume and be asked to endorse the
proposed composition of the Select Committee ; and

(e) after the passage of the resolution on 29 July 1998, the Chairman of the
House Committee will make a recommendation to the President on the
chairmanship, deputy chairmanship and membership of the Select
Committee.

Advice sought

9. Members are invited to endorse the Subcommittee’s recommendations in paragraphs 5
to 8 above.

Leqislative Council Secretariat
16 July 1998
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TREZ A

Subcommittee to prepare for the setting up of the
select Committee to inquire into matters relating to the
opening of the new airport at Chek Lap Kok

SHARAE:]

Membership List
PTEBEHE ?‘* ) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Chairman)
rrJ B IT' &L (Fd = “m) Igﬁn_Mrs ?elina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee, JP (Deputy

airman

PR Hon James TIEN Pei-chun, JP
* A E;g&?‘% Fl Hon David CHU Yu-lin
[N A Hon Cyd HO Sau-lan
([~ 3 Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, JP
A& E Hon Albert HO Chun-yan
[ 681 % & F Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, JP
T E R Hon LEE Wing-tat
T A Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP
r? PR B Dr Hon LUI Ming-wah, JP
Bt 1ﬁ ]Eg“ = E Prof Hon NG Ching-fai
Fv 2 B E Hon MA Fung-kwok
IR A Hon Ambrose CHEUNG Wing-sum, JP
FF o~ ?‘J E A Hon HUI Cheung-ching
22 9&1 Bk E Hon Christine LOH
e 25 464 3% F Hon CHAN Yuen-han
f S R E Hon CHAN Kam-lam
:FE{' ﬁ, L Hon WONG Yung-kan
i Bk U E Hon CHIM Pui-chung
LTI R Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP
Sk 2 AR Hon CHOY So-yuk
S8 3K £ Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo
EREA Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, JP
M 24 (5 [

Total : 24 members
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Resolution on "Appointment of Select Committee"
Wording of resolution

"Resolved that a select committee be appointed to inquire into the circumstances leading to
the problems surrounding the commencement of the operation of the new Hong Kong
International Airport at Chek Lap Kok since 6 July 1998, and related issues, with the date for
commencement of inquiry being either the date as determined by the committee after it has
considered the investigation report of the team appointed by the Chief Executive to
investigate the operations of the new airport, or upon the lapse of three months after the date
when this resolution was passed by this Council, whichever is the earlier; and that in the
performance of its duties the committee be authorised under section 9(2) of the Legislative
Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382) to exercise the powers conferred by
section 9(1) of that Ordinance."



