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Mrs Sharon Tong,

Clerk to the Panel on Manpower,
Legislative Council Secretariat,
3/F, Citibank Tower,

3 Garden Road, Central,

Hong Kong

Dear Mrs Tong,

LegCo Panel on Manpower
Manpower Supply on Construction Workers

At the LegCo Panel on Manpower meeting held on 22
April 1999, the Administration was requested to provide findings in
respect of manpower supply of each trade in the construction industry
based on the manpower survey conducted by the Vocational Training
Council (VTC) when results were available.

This survey, which was conducted between March and
May 1999, aims at collecting up-to-date manpower information of
various sectors of the building and civil engineering industry (which
includes construction sites, offices of major contractors, architects
and consulting engineers and training institutions) and covers all
principal jobs in the industry at different levels (ranging from
professional/  technologist to technician, tradesman, semi-
skilled/general worker). However, the survey does not include



decoration workers. When the last survey was carried out,
arrangements were also made to collect manpower data on electrical
and mechanical workers.

Based on the survey results, it is estimated that at the time
of the survey (i.e. March 1999), there were 77,335 manual workers
employed in construction sites. They comprised 68,684 construction
workers and 8,651 E&M workers. Distribution by trades of these
manual construction workers and E&M workers employed in
construction sites is at Table 1 and 2 respectively — please see copies
attached.

It should be noted that the above estimates only reflect
the employment situation of manual construction workers and E&M
workers in construction sites at the time of the survey in March 1999.
The figures were not representative of the total labour supply in the
industry since unemployed workers were not covered in the above
VTC Manpower Survey.

Yours faithfully,

(P W Wong)
for Secretary for Education and Manpower



Table 1 Number of Building and Civil Engineering Construction
Site Workers, March 1999 (excluding Electrical and
Mechanical Workers)
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Job Title Number Employed
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TRADESMAN LEVEL 7 7k
Asphalter y#< 153
Asphalter (Roadworks) ¥~ GEREHE) 172
Bamboo Scaffolder ™4~ ' 981
Bar Bender and Fixer 555~ 3930
Bricklayer #/f#i " 1082
Carpenter (Fender) 4~ (&%) 60
Carpenter (Formwork) A4y 7 5883
Concrete Repairer JELEE+ [SH)™ 85
Concretor JFEE+ 1347
Construction Plant Mechanic e pStif ~ 930
Curtain Wall Installer £U%~ 470
Demolition Worker 3 5 136
Diver ¥<} ) 15
Drainlayer 43~ 979
Electrician (Main Contractor’s) ”F%’;?x}ij = 1120
AR ] )
Floor Layer &9y~ 355
Gas Plumber 75 safifz" 156
General Welder ;"5 5~ 976
Glazier Zk=#~ 408
Ground Investigation Operator/Driller/Borer i 203
R S S L
Grouting Worker JBEE™ 80
Joiner 14~ J 1792
Leveller = -~ 2 223
Marble Worker =7~ 980




Job Title
g

Number Employed

Marine Construction Plant Operator

g B
75

S L

Mason 7~ 247
Metal Scaffolder & B4~ 189
Metal Worker = &~ 2 454
Painter & Decorator #¢i% kJE6fi 2914
Piling Operative 75~ 225
Pipelayer ﬁvﬂi‘ﬁ“ - 193
Plant and Equipment Operator (Builder’s Lift 517
and Other Machinery)
PR R e (B 7] [ o PR )
Plant & Equipment Operator (Earthmoving 1543
Machinery)
PRI R = 1T B )
Plant and Equipment Operator (H0|st and Crane) 854
ikl S S A Rl
Plant & Equipment Operator (P|I|ng) 175
W%lfﬁlﬁél‘ﬁ (F74)
Plant & Equipment Operator (Tunnelling) 15
PR = (sp)
Plasterer =3~ 4 925
Plumber ~fsf" 3659
Pneumatic Driller sa#f (=" (Y™ ) 319
Prestressing Operative /] (7)) 55
Rigger/Metal Formwork Erector 1876
R O(PUER) B AsEe T
Shotcretor [E FHELEE+ 30
Shotfirer *«3;'\7[]: 17
Slope Maintenance Worker 7B s~ 60
Structural Steel Erector s &%~ 182
Structural Steel Welder ; ?ﬁ%ﬁfjﬁ”‘%j 322
Tiler &fi5L ™ i 1686
Trackworker &ijEf” 3
Truck Driver (i EHIHEEEY (PLPEH S 1157
Window Frame Installer @iff=" 602
Tunnel Worker 155

WEEL




Job Title
g

Number Employed
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Sub-total 7% ] Zf

48 965

SEMI-SKILLED WORKERS/GENERAL WORKER 4 $f& T *

Chainman JHJ&F]~ 1578
Concreting Labourer JfEE+ £~ 855
Diver’s Linesman ¥#[< E15{~ 7
Excavator fZyd~ 776
Heavy Load Labourer $+E1~ 248
Labourer % | 16 189
Sewerman 55T 66
Sub-total 577 ] Zf 19 719
Manual Workers Total #4%&~ * 35t 68 684




Table 2 Number of Electrical and Mechanical Workers at

Construction Site, March 1999
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TRADESMAN LEVEL #:77 7%

Automation Equipment Mechanic El‘g‘m’“‘?ﬁﬁjﬁ 0
Building Services Mechanic '='="Z2{ { 108
Cable Jointer (Power) 3k S 15 B 51
Carpenter # ~ - 0
Electrician / Electrical Fitter & Bl /F:E?;xjf et 3679
fir~
Fire Services Mechanic J{[M B~ 1157
Instrument Mechanic g3~ 0
Lift Electrician )5 fl 153
Lift Mechanic ZEikS i 552
Mechanical Fitter #$ini]™ Batityicl 65
Overhead Linesman 4% i“ Bl 0
Painter 7%~ 60
Plumber and Pipe Fitter [ 609
Refrigeration / Air-conditioning / Ventilation 1404
Mechanic {1{{#-/«[‘ %»%gﬁ/gﬁ %WE[H_
Sheet Metal Worker - & E?F%Q 221
Sign Fabricator ﬁ{ﬁﬁ}lﬁlﬁ_ 0
Sign Installer $4fi5E 4
Thermal Installation Craftsman i~ 54
Welder &5~ 122
Sub-total 537% ] Ff 8 239

SEMI-SKILLED WORKERS/GENERAL WORKER e *

Labourer #&~ 244
Semi-skilled Worker 4 5~ 168

Sub-total 5375 412
Manual Workers Total B9~ * FfSf 8651




