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The Government Minute in response to the Report No. 33 of the Public
Accounts Committee dated February 2000

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, laid on
the table today is the Government Minute responding to Report No. 33 of the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC). This Minute sets out the measures the
Government has taken on the conclusions and recommendations contained in the
Report.
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The PAC has selected for detailed study seven of the 12 subjects
investigated by the Director of Audit in his Value For Money Report No. 33.
The PAC's conclusions and recommendations on four of them are contained in
the PAC's Report No. 33. The PAC also completed its deliberations and
published its conclusions and recommendations on the remaining three subjects
in its Report No. 33B tabled in this Council on 12 April. The Administration
will respond separately on the latter report before this Council rises in July.
For the other five subjects not selected for detailed study by the PAC, the
relevant bureaux and departments will follow up the Director of Audit's
recommendations and make regular progress reports. Through this reporting
system, every recommendation to improve the use of public resources brought to
the Administration's attention will be vigorously pursued.

The Honourable Eric LI, Chairman of the PAC, spoke in this Council on
16 February when tabling the PAC's Report No. 33. He commented at some
length on each of the four subjects. I would like to respond to them in turn.

The Administration attaches great importance to improving the
administration of sale of land by tender. To prevent losses arising from default
by successful tenderers for Private Sector Participation Scheme (PSPS) projects,
the Lands Department has amended the relevant standard Tender Notice. The
successful tenderer must now submit a bank guarantee or a written parent or
associated company guarantee to the Lands Department within 14 days from the
award of the tender. The Director of Lands has issued internal instructions to
remind his staff to strictly enforce the Tender Notice requirements.

The Department has also responded positively to the suggestion of the
PAC that the relevant parties should be consulted on the need to impose
additional requirements in all land sale tenders. These may take the form of
requiring prospective tenderers to provide evidence of their ability to discharge
obligations under the Conditions of Sale and successful bidders to procure a bank,
parent or associated company guarantee. The Lands Department is conducting
the necessary consultations which will last until the end of this month.

Land is a valuable asset in Hong Kong and an important source of
government revenue. We will draw on the experience from the land sale cases
examined in the PAC's Report No. 33 and take into account the outcome of
consultations to improve continuously the land sale procedures.



ke — 200058 10H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 10 May 2000 11

We welcome the PAC's useful comments on the administration of
allowances in the Civil Service. These are most timely as the Administration is
embarking on reviews of our fringe benefits and job-related allowances under the
civil service reform. In all our endeavours, I believe that the Administration
and the PAC share a common goal, and that is, payment of various allowances
and benefits with public funds must always be justified.

We have detailed in the Government Minute the action taken in respect of
individual allowances examined by the PAC. I do not wish to dwell on those,
except to make a few general points.

First, we acknowledge the need to review and update regularly allowances
both as part of the fringe benefits and on job related cases to ensure that they
remain appropriate in the light of changing circumstances. However, in so
doing, we have to recognize that fringe benefits are provided to officers as part
of their conditions of service. We believe that as a responsible employer, we
should not alter such benefits unilaterally. Where practicable, we do offer the
changes to serving officers as an option. Our policy has so far contributed to
the morale and stability of the Civil Service. Nevertheless, we will continue to
consider carefully whether this "non-deprivation of existing benefits" rule should
be applied in each case.

Secondly, we have always followed established procedures in consulting
staff on any proposed changes to fringe benefits and allowances, with a high
level of transparency. We have to ensure that in finalizing our policy changes,
we are striking the right balance between the legitimate interests of the staff side
and public interest. I am pleased to note that Members generally support the
approach we have adopted and acknowledge the importance of staff consultation
in abolishing outmoded allowances. We will continue with this long-standing
practice. Like PAC members, I am hopeful that the staff side will act
reasonably and positively towards the Administration's proposals.

Thirdly, the review of existing benefits and allowances could not be driven
solely by cost savings. To safeguard the quality of public service, the
Administration has a duty to ensure that the revised benefits are more akin to
private sector practice and at the same time are attractive enough to recruit and
maintain officers of suitable calibre in the Civil Service.
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Much work lies ahead in reforming the Civil Service to meet new
challenges. We will keep this Council informed of the progress.

The Administration's policy on management of on-street parking spaces
and parking facilities is clear. The eventual aim is to extend metering to all
on-street parking spaces in urban areas and new towns. The Transport
Department has been installing parking meters in urban areas and new towns
under a five-year rolling programme. It is planning to install some 3 300 new
parking meters in the coming three years and to extend another 3 000 existing
meters to operate on Sundays and public holidays this year. In the process, it
will take into account the views of the local community.

New technologies have opened up possibilities in the transport field. the
Transport Department has since March been conducting trials to extend the e-
park system to smart cards. It is also conducting trials and will continue to
search for new technologies to address the operational and enforcement problems
of charging on-street motorcycle parking spaces.

The Administration is pleased to note that the PAC supports in principle
the park-and-ride facilities. We have carefully reviewed the trial scheme at
Sheung Shui. It has met the traffic management objective of reducing the
number of car trips and parking demand in the urban areas. We have therefore
included the provision of such facilities as a planning parameter in new railway
projects. The Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation has submitted proposals
to incorporate park-and-ride facilities in five stations along the West Rail and the
Ma On Shan Rail. It is worth noting that the proposed park-and-ride facilities
will not affect the development potential of the station sites.

The Administration is committed to improving the management of on-
street parking spaces and parking facilities. We will continue to explore ways
to enhance the efficiency of our management of parking facilities using the latest
technology and learning from the best practices overseas.

As regards the use of more energy efficient air-conditioning systems, we
are taking active steps to promote and facilitate the wider use of water-cooled air
conditioning systems (WACS) in Hong Kong, both on a short-term and a long-
term basis. We will also step up monitoring of the operation and maintenance
of existing cooling towers to ensure public safety.
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In order to proceed with full-scale implementation of WACS in Hong
Kong, we need to address carefully a number of concerns and constraints. For
example, we need to examine in detail the environmental, regulatory, financial,
infrastructural, land administration and Legionnaires' Disease issues. We also
need to formulate a master development plan for a phased implementation of
WACS in Hong Kong and to establish the necessary controls to safeguard public
health. We shall deal with these according to a timetable as detailed in the
Government Minute. We shall, of course, keep Members informed of our
progress.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Chairman and members of the
PAC for their valuable work and sound advice. The Administration will
continue to work in partnership with the PAC in a positive and constructive spirit.
Thank you, Madam President.
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SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND FOOD: Madam President,
as I informed the Honourable Martin LEE informally just before this meeting,
rather than the Administration pre-empting his question on ultra-low sulphur
diesel (ULSD), it could be that he was too late in raising this question. I first
mention the possibility of giving some incentives for the widespread use of
ULSD in mid April. Thus, what I announced yesterday was not anything new.

My answer to the specific question raised by Mr LEE is as follows:

(@) With regard to the first part of the question, the Government will
take the lead in using ULSD. About 100 government diesel
vehicles will begin using it in July. Our objective is for all 2 200
diesel vehicles in the government fleet to switch over to ULSD by
the end of the year.

I understand that the franchised bus companies also support the use
of ULSD. The Administration will be asking them to follow the
Government's lead in switching to this cleaner fuel.

To provide an incentive for diesel vehicles to switch to ULSD —
and therefore, to create a demand that stimulates suppliers to ensure
steady provision of sufficient quantities of this cleaner fuel — the
Government intends to create a differential duty rate between
standard diesel and ULSD so that the latter can be sold at a
competitive price compared with standard diesel.

(b) With regard to the second part of the question, concerning
discussions with the Guangdong authorities on fuel standards, a
proposal for adopting similar fuel standards in Guangdong and Hong
Kong was made at a meeting of the Hong Kong - Guangdong
Environmental Protection Liaison Group last year. It was later
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decided that a sub-group be set up to study the issues involved,
under the new "Joint Working Group on Sustainable Development
and Environmental Protection" announced in the policy address last
year.

With regard to the third part of the question concerning the
introduction of less-polluting vehicle fuels apart from liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG), I have in the first part of my reply referred to
the introduction of ULSD. The specification for petrol was
tightened on 1 April to reduce benzene levels, and we will continue
to introduce measures to ensure that the cleanest possible
conventional fuels are used in Hong Kong, together with engine
standards that can make most efficient and least polluting use of
these fuels.

In addition, we have already been giving support to the introduction
of pure electric vehicles through waiver of First Registration Tax.
While progress so far in developing commercially viable electric
vehicles has been slow, we continue to encourage new experiments
in this field. In the forthcoming trial of cleaner alternative public
light buses, five electric vehicles will be used alongside LPG
vehicles under normal operating conditions.

A study into implementation issues for electric trolley bus systems is
underway and should be completed before the end of this year.
One of the bus companies is preparing for a trial of such a system.

Some hybrid engined private cars are likely to be available on the
market next year. Both Towngas and China Light and Power
Company Limited are considering trials of natural gas vehicles and
we have been encouraging these trials.

We have been taking a close interest in the development of fuel cell
technology. While commercial production is still several years
away, we are working on trying to bring some of the latest advances
in fuel cell vehicles to Hong Kong for trials.
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, it has been covered by the media
that the Secretary is planning a trip to Guangdong Province in the very near
future. In response to part (b) of the question, can the Secretary inform us that
during the forthcoming trip to China, whether this issue is actually on the agenda
and what else is she going to do when she is there?
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, will the Government consider introducing
legislation to increase the fines substantially for people operating smoky vehicles
in order to achieve deterrent effect?
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MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, of course, we welcome the move
set out in part (b) of the main reply concerning discussions with the Guangdong
authorities in this particular area. However, as we all know, there is a
difference in fuel prices in Guangdong Province and in Hong Kong. I just
wonder how the price of the new ULSD would compare with the prices of diesel
fuels from our neighbours?
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MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, the Secretary said in part (b) that
the rates of childhood deaths and injuries have decreased and the rates were low.
I learn from Annex B that the decrease is not proportional. In fact, whilst most
figures have been halved, the one for childhood road casualties has only dropped
by less than 20%. I would like to ask whether there is any international
comparison to show that our figures are low; and as the rate of childhood road
casualties has dropped much less than the others, is there any particular reason
or cause for concern in this respect?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Madam President, there are
international comparisons comparing the death rate of unintentional injuries of
children in Hong Kong. In fact, when compared with other developed countries,
our rate is very, very low. We are, in fact, amongst the lowest in the developed
countries.  We are comparable to Singapore. The figures which are
particularly low in Hong Kong are related to road accidents and traffic injuries.
I think it is because there are fewer drunk drivers in Hong Kong than in many
other countries. Of course, the network of cars is less extensive. For these
reasons, our rates in these respects are very low. The rates which are tended to
be slightly higher than one or two countries are the death rates in swimming and
fall from height. The latter is most probably due to our many multi-storey
buildings.

The figure of childhood road casualties has not fallen as much as the others
because it is the rate of injuries but not deaths. In response to the question
asked by the Honourable Dr LEONG, the death rate is only a representative of a
certain fraction but not the total number of accidents. It represents partly the
severity of the injuries and how good our services are in order to save those
children. Death rate is certainly very important, but I think the total number of
road accidents is equally important because even if the children do not die, they
may suffer from severe disability. This certainly is the area we are looking into
in order to see whether there can be further reduction of these road casualties.
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DR DAVID LI: Madan President, to what extent will Hong Kong's foreign
direct investment from Taiwan be affected as a result of the three small-scale
trade links between Taiwan and the Mainland?
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MOTION

R EE R (ERERFEGD) SHmRERE -

Rig (BEERBEMGEG) BB RBE
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE PHARMACY AND POISONS
ORDINANCE

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Madam President, I move
that the Poisons List (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 2000 and the Pharmacy
and Poisons (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 2000 as set out under my name in
the paper circulated to Members be approved.

Currently, we regulate the sale and supply of pharmaceutical products
through a registration and inspection system set up in accordance with the
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance. The Ordinance maintains a Poisons List
under the Poisons List Regulations and several Schedules under the Pharmacy
and Poisons Regulations. Pharmaceutical products put on different parts of the
Poisons List and different Schedules are subject to different levels of control in
regard to the conditions of sale and keeping of records.

For the protection of public health, some pharmaceutical products can only
be sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in
their presence. For certain pharmaceutical products, proper records of the
particulars of the sale must be kept, including the date of sale, the name and
address of the purchaser, the name and quantity of the medicine and the purpose
for which it is required. The sale of some pharmaceutical products must be
authorized by prescription from a registered medical practitioner, a registered
dentist or a registered veterinary surgeon.

The Amendment Regulations now before Members seek to amend the
Poisons List in the Poisons List Regulations and the Schedules to the Pharmacy
and Poisons Regulations, for the purpose of imposing or updating control on a
number of medicines.
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First, the Pharmacy and Poisons Board proposes to add 26 medicines to
Part I of the Poisons List, and the First and Third Schedules to the Pharmacy and
Poisons Regulations so that pharmaceutical products containing any of them must
be sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in
their presence, with the support of prescriptions.

Secondly, another two medicines are proposed to be added to Part I of the
Poisons List so that pharmaceutical products containing either of them must be
sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in their
presence. Prescriptions are not required for these products.

Thirdly, the Board proposes to relax the control of pharmaceutical
products containing fexofenadine and its salts, as recent scientific evidence
shows that fexofenadine and its salts are safe for use without medical supervision.
As a result, the public may purchase them from a pharmacy without a
prescription.

Fourthly, the Board proposes to upgrade the control of 20 medicines so
that pharmaceutical products containing them must be sold in pharmacies under
the supervision of registered pharmacists and in their presence.

Lastly, the Board proposes to upgrade the control of alkaloids of ephedra
by revoking a previous exemption.

The two Amendment Regulations are made by the Pharmacy and Poisons
Board, which is a statutory authority established under section 3 of the Ordinance
to regulate the registration and control of pharmaceutical products. The Board
comprises members engaged in the pharmacy, medical and academic professions.
The Board considers the proposed amendments necessary in view of the potency,
toxicity and potential side-effects of the medicines concerned.

With these remarks, Madam President, I move the motion.
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ENCOURAGING PEOPLE TO ACHIEVE CONTINUOUS SELF-
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FERBESRABEMNT -

"That, as the report of the Commission on Strategic Development has
pointed out that 'the "bubble economy" has generated a "get rich quick"
mindset that could seriously undermine the strong work ethic that has long
been associated with the Hong Kong workforce. There is also concern that,
in some quarters, a dependency culture has developed and with it,
increasing and sometimes unrealistic expectations as to both the role of the
Government and its ability to provide additional services', this Council
urges the Government, while introducing appropriate policies to improve
people's livelihood, to adopt positive measures to encourage the
community to give full play to the Hong Kong spirit which embodies
continuous self-improvement, assiduousness and adaptability."

REXFREBRERSBERIE -
THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, took the Chair.
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MR JAMES TIEN: Madam President, I expect this Council to approve the
motion before us today for national unity, an issue of paramount importance that
cuts across political party lines. I believe that the vast majority of the people of
Hong Kong feel the same way, and we in this Council all feel this in the marrow
of our bones.



ke — 200058 10H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 10 May 2000 111

I am speaking in English today because I want to send this message to the
world community, which might have the mistaken impression that Hong Kong is
for Taiwan independence after the uproar over the recent Cable Television
interview with Vice President LU Hsiu-lien. We want the world to know that
Hong Kong people do not support Taiwan independence but wish Taiwan to be
reunited with the motherland peacefully as soon as possible. We stand united in
wanting to call prodigal Taiwan back to where it has always belonged. Nothing
grieves us more than to have to fight our own kind. We Chinese did that too
often in history and in the 20th century. We hope and pray that we would not
have to do it ever again.

Madam President, although Hong Kong is 500 miles away from Taiwan,
our fates are intertwined. For Taiwan to declare separation from China will
inevitably lead to war. In that scenario, Hong Kong will be devastated.

Instability in any part of China will create insecurity, driving out foreign
investments and capital, as well as affecting the stock and financial markets.
Conflicts will harm imports and exports. The air and sea lanes could be closed.
Tourists will cancel visits. Manufacturing, retail and high-tech communication
will be hurt. The economy will stagnate, maybe even collapse.
Unemployment will rise, confidence will sink, and livelihood as well as lives will
be lost. If the United States, our single greatest trading partner, were sucked
into the conflict, the result would be terrifying not just for us, but for all of Asia,
and indeed, the world.

Hong Kong is opposed to Taiwan independence for many reasons, some of
these the world community may not fully grasp. We are against splitting the
nation founded by Dr SUN Yat-sen who overthrew the Qing Dynasty for a China
that is strong, united, free and dignified. We as a people must not squander our
energy and resources in tearing the country apart. Hong Kong is against
independence for Taiwan on legal grounds. Our Basic Law outlaws secession.
We are also against independence for Taiwan on grounds of history. Taiwan
has long been an inalienable part of China and it cannot be torn away.

Hong Kong has a function to entice Taiwan back into the Chinese national
family. I like the metaphor that China is like a big house which has many
rooms — one for the Mainland, one for Hong Kong, one for Macao and another
for Taiwan. We can live together, preserve our uniqueness, under one roof as
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brothers and sisters. When Mr DENG Xiaoping offered "one country, two
systems" to Hong Kong, he had not just our city but also Taiwan in mind.

We can convince Taiwan that "one country, two systems" works.
Almost three years after reunification, we are autonomous, free and capitalist.
Hong Kong can even sign a contract valid for 50 years, renewable for another 50,
with Disney Corporation. Hong Kong is bidding to host the 2006 Asian Games
on our own. Taiwan can have what we have and much more. The Chinese
nation accepts that Taiwan must preserve all its existing institutions, such as a
separate military, its own administration, laws, customs and culture.

Taiwan can have all the advantages from reunification or all the dangers
from independence. The rational choice and the only one feasible for Taiwan is
to negotiate a peaceful settlement on the principle of "one China" and itself being
a part of it. Chinese national sovereignty is not negotiable but everything else
is.

The United Nations recognizes only one China and Taiwan is a part of
China. So does every major country. The world will be a very dangerous
place if every corner of a country can opt for independence. Mr Abraham
LINCOLN was arguably the greatest American President who held the United
States together in a civil war at great costs, including the cost of his own life.

Madam President, the Chinese nation today is equally resolute in this
principle. We in Hong Kong are determined to stand with the nation for its
unity. We implore President CHEN Shui-bian to make an admission that
Taiwan is a part of China when he takes office on 20 May. Mr CHEN has the
chance to be the hero or villain of Chinese history. A few years back as the
Mayor of Taipei, he expressed the wish that his city could be an Asian financial
centre like Hong Kong and Singapore. But he knew that this was not possible,
because Taipei was excluded from servicing the mainland market. Now, he has
the chance.

Madam President, the Liberal Party supports the motion. We appeal to
both sides of the Taiwan Strait to work out peaceful and prompt reunification of
Taiwan for all Chinese people. We owe this to our ancestors, to our families,
and to our descendants.
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MISS CHRISTINE LOH: Madam President, from many surveys both before
and after Taiwan's presidential election, it is clear that the vast majority of the
people of Taiwan are not proposing independence. They have no wish to
provoke the Mainland and they are eminently sensible.
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Since the election, the President Elect has made a series of smart moves on
cross-Strait relations. These include disassociating himself from the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), appointing a non-partisan cabinet and
stating his wish to see improved direct economic and trade dealings with the
Mainland. He has made clear that he is the President of all Taiwan people, not
just of those who voted for him. His party, the DPP, has even indicated that it
would review its party platform which contains the stated goal of Taiwan
independence.

In supporting the motion, I would like to take this opportunity to ask for
clarification of the policy of the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (SAR) towards Taiwan. The annual number of Taiwan
visitors to Hong Kong amounts to nearly 2 million. Many Hong Kong people
also travel there for social and business reasons. Our two places are very
closely connected. And of course, the people of Taiwan are also closely
connected to the people on the Mainland.

On 6 January last year, the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs reminded
this Council of the Mainland's seven fundamental principles and policies for
handling Hong Kong matters involving Taiwan after 1997. 1 would like to
know whether there has been any changes since January 1999. Cross-Strait
relations appear to be tense. To what extent is that affecting how the SAR
Government is dealing with Taiwan-related issues? For example, is the work of
the Chief Executive's Special Adviser, Mr Paul YIP, being affected? It appears
that there are some difficulties in Taiwan-related matters. The new appointee to
the Chung Hwa Travel Services has not yet been given a visa to come to Hong
Kong to take up his post. Media reports say that more restrictions are being
imposed on the Taiwan representative than before. 1 would like to hear from
the Administration what really is going on. I ask this out of concern for smooth
relations between Taiwan and Hong Kong.

I hope that Beijing can find a new way to deal with the new Taiwan. The
people of Taiwan have become a self-determined lot. They clearly do not want
anyone to tell them what to do. Madam President, many Members have been to
Taiwan at various election times. Taiwan people from all walks of life were
very engaged in the election process, both academic and business leaders there
get very much involved. @ The whole society has become politically
sophisticated and highly-motivated. I must admit that I envy the progress which
Taiwan people have made over the past decade.
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I hope that both Beijing and the new Government in Taipei will exercise
the highest degree of wisdom to pursue peace and development on both sides of
the Taiwan Strait.
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, tonight's debate is about a topic of
momentous importance: It is the destiny of China as a nation, and its effect on
the future of world peace. How China emerges as a modern nation, what path
of development it chooses to follow is crucial. And nowhere is this so sharply
tested as in the question of reunification. Is reunification to be achieved by
threat and if necessary by force, or through mutual respect and by consent freely
given?

Madam President, many of us in Hong Kong have grown up with a
burning love for the country to which we long to return, physically and
spiritually. 'We harbour ideals for China for which we are prepared to make
sacrifices. Solidarity is one such ideal. Economic strength is another. But
we do not merely want China to be reunited so as to be rich and powerful.
Following our forefathers in the May Fourth movement, we also want China to
be a strong, modern and democratic country, where art and science flourish,
personal rights and freedoms are respected, and all are equal before the law.
We want an open society and good administration, and a government free from
corruption.

These ideals do not die: Time merely shapes new ways for their
realization.



ke — 200058 10H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 10 May 2000 131

The question for China is not whether reunification should be pursued, but
how reunification is to be pursued so as to give us a straighter path to the real
China that we all hope to see.

I am reminded only recently that the path by which reunification is pursued
will set its seal on the character of the reunified China. The outcome of the
recent election in Taiwan may have brought about a situation of great tension and
uncertainty. But that new political situation also forces the Mainland to explore
new approaches to the old problem. The approach taken to resolve the Taiwan
questions will depend not only on the future of China, whether Chinese people in
the diaspora will be able to have a home to go to, but also the future of world
peace.

One acknowledged stumbling block between Taiwan and the Mainland is
the degree of democracy and socio-economic freedom enjoyed by the people.
The Government in the Mainland may be the more powerful, but the ordinary
people in Taiwan have a greater control over their own lives and greater say in
how they are governed. It is understandable that they asked themselves: What
do I gain by reunification? Or would that event put at risk what I have been
already enjoying?

But suppose we leave the interests of the Taiwan people aside, and look at
Taiwan from the perspective of the Chinese people and, Madam President, the
"Chinese dream" if you like. Many criticisms are justifiably made of
Taiwanese politics. But nothing can blot out this one momentous achievement:
that of a peaceful change of government through a democratic election by
universal suffrage.

For the first time, this has happened in a Chinese society, on Chinese soil.
It is an achievement that the overwhelming majority of the people are proud of in
Hong Kong. This is the kind of achievement that we, as the Chinese people,
wish to preserve and enlarge in the China of the future.

So, for us, the question of reunification must be: What is the kind of
approach which is most likely to preserve the freedom and democracy already
achieved in Taiwan, whereby the people can vote for the highest posts in their
government? What approach is most conducive of the metamorphosis of China
into a democratic state with strong institutions for peaceful and rational dispute
resolution?
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Whatever the answer is, it cannot be reunification under threat or pressure,
through subjugation and submission. It may be that reunification can still result
from it, but if it does, it can only be a China marred by force and suppression,
with the centralization of power, the tight control by a central leadership more
entrenched rather than devolving towards a government based on greater
power-sharing. This goes against the common goal of the Chinese people.

Other approaches are possible, even if "one country” is the premise. For
there are many models for state structure, as is well-known to all of us. The
prerequisite is true tolerance, mutual respect and an open mind.

A Hong Kong barrister has recently written of Hong Kong: "The irony is
that it is by demonstrating that ...... 'separateness' can succeed within one
country that China's reunification is to be achieved."

No doubt on the question of Taiwan, too, the solution lies in the readiness
to accept a greater measure of separateness and finding the institutions which
would make it work. It has been said more than once that Taiwan will get an
even better deal than the "one country, two systems" solution for Hong Kong.
What is becoming increasingly clear is that what is needed is even greater
creativity and breadth of vision: the vision of a modern, democratic China.
Paranoia about separateness and moves to widen the suppression of views of
"separatism" can only be counter-productive in such an enterprise.

And that is why, Madam President, I find it difficult to support the motion.
It is out of keeping with the right approach to the Taiwan question. It gives the
wrong impression and sets a bad example: It suggests that reunification means
that on political issues, we can no longer speak our own minds but must toe the
line; that we are robbed even of silence, but are expected to take on the old
mainland communist culture of biao tai (3 %). We have to outdo each other in
exhibiting our loyalty or "patriotism", for fear that insufficient enthusiasm will
be branded as treachery. It does a disservice to the long-term goal of the one
country that we aspire to as a people.

Madam President, I do not speak in defiance but in concern. I speak as
one would speak in a land where truth and honesty are honoured instead of
feared.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, 22 were in favour of the motion and one
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 22 were present and 21
were in favour of the motion. Since the question was agreed by a majority of
each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was carried.
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Adjourned accordingly at eleven minutes to Nine o'clock.



