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OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

1999 & 10 B 21 HE2H#AMY
Thursday, 21 October 1999

TH 28530 D EERA
The Council met at half-past Two o'clock
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MEMBERS" MOTION

HMBEE
MOTION OF THANKS

WERMK 199 F 108 200 HEEZENEEXHR
Continuation of debate on motion which was moved on 20 October 1999
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Madam President, before I close, I feel I have to say a few words in
English, firstly to demonstrate that we in the Liberal Party practise what we
preach, and secondly, to say to our non-Chinese speaking friends, "You are not
forgotten."

A few months ago, we launched a campaign to call out to the community to
"Use English — Keep Hong Kong International"”. This is a translation of
our strong belief into action that Hong Kong must preserve the invaluable
quality of being cosmopolitan in order to cement our position as the business
and tourism centre of the Asia-Pacific Rim.

We then conducted a survey to gauge the feeling of our expatriates. We
found that 62 % of the respondents believe that the Government is using less and
less English to communicate with the public after the transition; 54% have
come across government departments which have failed to provide information
in English; 71 % think that the Government has not done enough to communicate
with our expatriates, and 80% think that the Government has not done enough
to tap the services and talent of expatriates to serve on government committees
to help promote Hong Kong.

In other words, barely two years after the handover, there is already the
feeling among expatriates, who may be small in number but are nevertheless a
valuable part of this community, that the Government is not doing its part to
maintain the sense of belonging of our non-Chinese speaking people. There
has to be some conscious efforts and resources dedicated to reversing this

unwelcome and damaging trend.
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MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, I rise to speak in support of the
motion. I shall divide my comments into three parts. In the first, I shall deal
with three major areas: development and environment, housing and public works.
In the second, I shall offer my views on constitutional affairs, financial services,
public finance, public services and the rule of law. In the third and concluding
part, I shall deal with changing our mind-set.
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Over the last four decades, Hong Kong's development has been meteoric
so much so that one can say that it has had its toll on our environment. But the
environment is not the only casualty, and some of our planners, architects and
engineers will say that the lack of strategic and long-term planning and the lack
of vision have brought about the urban decay we now see. But who among us
would have been bold enough to foresee 40 or 50 years ago that Hong Kong
would become a metropolis that it is? Today, we stand on the eve of a new
millennium and the two major areas highlighted by the Chief Executive for
reform are environment and our education system. Whilst one can understand
how a developing community may not have the protection of its environment as a
primary objective, I cannot understand how our education system got to its
current state. We as a community only have ourselves to blame.

I am happy to note that the Planning Department may increase the plot
ratio in new town developments. I hope that they will do so in areas where
other community facilities would support such development or if not, at least
examine whether planning standards could be varied without sacrificing a quality
environment. In his briefing to this Council, the Secretary for Planning,
Environment and Lands has painted a Hong Kong with blue sky and clear water.
Madam President, I have no wish to muddy the Secretary's clear water but I do
have several caveats: one is the proposed new Town Planning Ordinance and the
other, the proposed new Urban Renewal Authority (URA). Another may well
be the desperate need to modernize the Buildings Ordinance and perhaps, a
change in some curious requirements of the Environmental Protection
Department. As for any compulsory resumption, we also need to ensure that
both compensation and resumption procedures are fair and reasonable. Owners,
big or small, must not just be treated fairly but should feel that their rights and
interests have not been sacrificed for the greater good of the community.
Madam President, another word of caution on the formation of the new URA.
So far, no detailed explanation has been given as to why it is considered
inappropriate to reorganize the Land Development Corporation into the proposed
URA.

Before I leave the environment section, I welcome the creation of a waste
separation facility. The construction industry has pushed for one for a long
time and awaits details of the scheme with interest.
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Madam President, much has been said about public and private sector
housing and I do not intend to dwell on the issue. What is important though is
the stability of the property market so as to ensure stability of our banking sector.
The continued reunion of mainland family members with their families in Hong
Kong will increase demand for housing and other services, thus creating
additional strain on our limited resources.

Madam President, our public works programme is probably the most
direct way that the Government can make its contribution to the economy.
Another direct benefit is the creation of jobs in the construction industry. There
is, however, room for improvement both in terms of advancing programmes as
well as separating them into digestible parcels so that we can avoid limiting
qualified bidders to a handful of international companies. This has been a bone
of contention for some time and applies not just to our public works programme
but also the public sector works by which, I include the Mass Transit Railway
Corporation, Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation and of course, the Airport
Authority.

Madam President, the construction industry has been on the receiving end
of many legislative changes over the past decade. The industry has supported
most measures but taken serious objection to the wholesale criminalization of the
simplest of measures. Recently, the trend has been extended to make
management personally liable to criminal sanctions. There was only one
occasion when the Administration withdrew a measure when this Council
threatened to extend such sanctions to civil servants. I find the Administration's
position quite astonishing.

Madam President, I now turn to the second part of my observations. On
constitutional development, the Chief Executive has devoted five paragraphs of
his policy address. I confess disappointment particularly in Mr TUNG's
statement that the Administration's two top priorities are to prepare for the
District Council elections in November and the Legislative Council elections
next September. Surely, the top priority must be finding a formula to work
with the Legislative Council. An executive-led political structure does not
mean that the Legislative Council has to either accept or reject government
policies or proposals. The Legislative Council must have input to such policies
or proposals and the right to propose amendments. The difference of opinion
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between the Administration and the Legislative Council over Article 74 of the
Basic Law is well-known. How we got to and are still facing this impasse
frankly baffles me.

On reform of the financial services sector, we received a briefing from the
Financial Services Bureau and the Securities and Futures Commission (SFC)
over the Securities and Futures Composite Bill. The merger and demutulization
of the stock and futures exchanges and the clearing house seems to be proceeding
on target. We, of course, have not yet seen the Bill that is a necessary part of
this process, although the issue of governance will be of keen interest to the
industry and the public. The Composite Bill, which seeks to consolidate
existing laws regulating this sector as well as introduce new powers and rights,
promises to be not just complex but also controversial in some areas.

I would only mention two of my concerns: the first is the right of third
party action and the second, the right of the SFC to intervene in litigation
between two private parties. Madam President, on the one hand, the
Administration would like to see independent non-executive directors to be on
boards of listed companies but, on the other, their responsibilities and
consequences of mistakes, even without fault on their part, will fall on their
shoulders. I am concerned that if the Administration persists, the day may
come where responsible individuals will simply not be prepared to serve as
independent non-executive directors, let alone as members of audit committees
or the proposed remuneration committees.

Madam President, I would also like to deal with managing our public
finance and the public service together. I hope that the connection between the
two will be obvious. Mr TUNG announced in his 1998 policy address the
Enhanced Productivity Programme (EPP) which calls for a reduction of
operating expenditure by 5% by the year 2002-2003. We are told that for
1999-2000, there is a gain of $800 million and that for 2000-2001, a gain of
$1 billion. Whilst congratulating on our public servants on their efforts, I must
reiterate the position we took when the EPP was announced. The target was
and remains modest, and is borne out by the statement in this year's policy
address material that the Administration is confident that the 5% target will be
achieved. I hope that savings will exceed the target.
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I will now turn to the investment of our fiscal reserves. These have risen
substantially for two reasons, Madam President: the first was the change in
policy over the management of our fiscal reserves; and the second, the windfall
profit over the stock market intervention last year. The first will enhance our
investment return as we no longer just place our fiscal reserves with the
Exchange Fund as a passive deposit. The second will reduce as the shares are
sold down but the proceeds will nevertheless increase our fiscal reserves, thus
producing a greater investment dividend. This change of investment policy has
increased revenue for the government without cost saving reforms. But Madam
President, one core question is the cost and management of the Civil Service.
Over the past two years, the adjustment in the private sector has proceeded at a
faster pace than in the public sector. There is no doubt that the purchasing
power of the dollar today is greater than it was two years ago. When can we
expect to see sizeable public sector cost saving benefits to the community? Will
Honourable Members of all political persuasions support these efforts or are we
still objecting to changes? If the Administration tackles these issues in earnest,
the savings of the EPP will be a drop in the ocean. After all, the 189 000 strong
civil servants and 140 000 employees of government-subvented sectors account
for two thirds of total public expenditure. We should not debate the matter but
press the Administration to get on with it.

Madam President, stating the obvious does not by itself engender
confidence that the Administration will fearlessly uphold the rule of law. I
would have hoped that by now, the leadership within the Administration
understands that one mishap does more damage to the rule of law which a
thousand statements of upholding the rule of law may not be able to repair. One
example is the Administration's handling of the right of abode issue. Speaking
as a supporter of the Administration's submission of the issue for interpretation
by the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, I still cannot
explain when asked why the Administration did not state clearly and plainly to
the Court of Final Appeal (CFA) that its case was that the matter must be
referred to the Standing Committee. If the CFA agreed, that would be the end
of the matter, but if not, the Administration could proceed with justification.
To this day, we have no explanation.

I will now conclude by dealing with what I call changing our mind-set.
After two years of economic deflation from the many that I have spoken to, I
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believe that we have not yet changed our mind-set. Many are still hoping that
the good old days will be back again. But I believe that we owe it to the
community to give them a very clear and unambiguous message. We are not
competitive, the premium of doing business in Hong Kong is too high, the
prospects of making good profit is less attractive, the financial burden of public
sector services is getting too big a burden, the subsidy of health services to the
community is too high, the cost of tertiary education is likewise too high and I
could go on. Madam President, we need to review urgently the allocation and
application of public resources to ensure that those who cannot help themselves
receive help. We need to address unemployment problems not just in the short
term but on a long-term sustained basis, particularly with that part of the work
force which may have difficulty in adapting to the new Hong Kong. Madam
President, it is time for those who say that they are leaders to lead a change of
our mind-set, for without change, we will neither have quality people or quality
homes.

AEREE  IF > REBFEUHB®RERmT  BEUGBLREERES
17 H A1 2 — B 46 (8 3% BRI v 22 A0 0 1Y > B 5 55 TR Ry e 18 5% /DN IR i I el o
H(TREZRGRINER) > R/NETRIVEEERNEHEN > IR —
HEB/GEME - BT DLERER B R 8 — T > & o R R AR Y R

B -

SRZEI0H22H - M4 10 H 2 HE SRR THEHT - REBERIZ
AMIEE ERER T ARGERGIERE LB RAF ( "R#E ) K
AGEEREBRAEM - BIAEEMA S E  RHEEZHETREEEH - H
MR EHEEKRNRE > Wk — R iy > 0 H 22 H — 28 K08 & Y B
o BANEE P BUR O R > RERGEFE Y ATRERXE T - WA
HEHZEEN > RAACAUELBASHAEZER > M — € ZAE —(E#1E
BRe?EX B akEER > RENESSHERNELN - RILA
ANBIER G > RERZSTRMHM & - EEEHE AW A W - R A n] DUE
T—HUAZFR?EAHTEEELBRAR? AEEARBKTH - HZE—H
BEWMER  XEKEZEAE — L > PIANsTEFRRG > DS — &
AL NHERR By B & g 7 58 L M T B H LUFRF - ERFE I SR TR AT iR 2 A B
W EERE HEEEZNM S FEE  B5— > HEKGHL - HIEFE U
AR LETER BB - BRERESECEERF AT # IR
ERliE AEEFZEELD > MaNE ERR AR NREES g EEIK
Moo RAJEEER  ARMTE —EFH® £ 90 RZ®R - AHNYECSELE



e — 1999F 108 21 H
228 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 October 1999

REROEE  FREEE 90 Rr—REXK  VREELBRM > EHE
BEREGNHHEIZENERAEEEL LR EENEZE > g <M E
ARARPIE - DEEBE AR B ITHERA gt ? HEZERESNREFELN
EREERZEM > B ENE - EFEATNEN®  REZETRAS
ERETH > L EMED > RAFELENALBELANSZ > HE R
Bz B R R E A - A MERMREETAREE
2o Pl kR GREENET > MARTE —ZEE &K 90 XRIEFE BN E
FFRYES > ATEMAAESIIENNEE R Z R WEEFHELNAKKEE
ME — RERE  Z/NhL- MRAS -ERFEN > BEEERENG
Rf» ok —ERHFE A 2 R E M ~ Rty > & SRS LR ?
e LBLIENQERAKE - ABETHPOEELE - AIERZR 10 FEFTIER
BEEM R > EXEHNOEEN - AR EEBE R Tl ERK%
n—{E SRR - F 6 KSRy &g ?

B ERE - RE ClE L fRfl) i EEEFESEE - K
MAZEEMN - RERTEEE ? REBBEENHE - 2L 10 FHEEHEVEFE
bowg - (H PR > A0 R BUR RE % £ B8 S R A9 2 Fe I DR g S R > ek A R R
SCH o R AR E I 0 2 B G (R AU A B AY N A0 R S A B A AT A Y B
EEEn T EERMAERA S HAESZENE 0 BEARKE 10 FEEET
TELL B R IR HE G R 42 ' > BRI B REYEE A - < il 1 52 15 BUR 72 I bR 28 R
R HMMEREL —RER - S5— G| AERBUFRE CHCE 1 5
By st > ILBDE E LR R E S MOE RkEE > PN LB —EEREE R
WA AT 0 2 — B BE 5 HFE 7RO ES > 98 5 1 1t F R M B9 1Y
Ho BEmt—EEEEN > BNEEREEEAEERL  RasEeR - fha]
LU F 58 22 K 28 1 ZH 3 S AR 7 U 0 o2 — B9 AR - T EL AT RE B R R AT R R
—MH 10 FEEEOEE - HAORBUF UIRBHREAEE 28R > i
AENGEFIN> I —NEEREAMEN A2 -2 > HEE
ME T ERHE T > &k MENEEHEHATEATUERTS EEE —ME
15 £ 20 FHEENWET > RREKRETRR 30 FEEETIRAK 20 £HE
WET > EAEEMGTR -MEXZBENFLZIEE ? HMeH 85 —HE
AEERFMECTS  WRAZEEEHAEME 246 RT %0 ?

FoRLZENHE B FRERBEOBER L MRERBEZHX
R E > NEFFAM - ECREZGMNBEHERIFLZEMANE =
BEEERKEN WEBEENLZEEMAEE  BESTEHEKEANIRERZ A
REZEHHEUEZERAEAZEN  AERZD T - LG 1 F0 > THREEE®E
HEMEFFRZEEREESRE 1 &k MPARHEREZE — 18-



e — 1999F 108 21 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 October 1999 229

SEZMT EYW — HUE—-THENE KALEN EZHNAEAE
o AEEY > MRERBEAERGHEEEZUBEHNLELTE > HERR
KT REGEZHYIRELER ? EREERTRIFRIZTERIE ?

F - BUFEBD @R UDERETBRERENBEERSE Pz
BERMEENZH - ER > BB RIHBEES  MIREHMERKER
B DURL BN~ BRER AL Z B R B R RER > ATRERHEE R E R Ay - KL - 3K
RBUE > THERREBBEZHXHR RiyE -LEHBRE -8 fla
mAZEHTEERAMNMEE -8 > REEWMMENL LW TR
EGEREE? BT TE M EAEER  EAHARTCEKEZEM 7 RBRE ? T
o BRNKMGE > WNHEE R RRO-FFEEE 7 850 (8T 7 8k Al i &
HAMM BAXAEREFEEOM- L WEEBF LT E2E —BEH -
ERBRENEEARERTFEERK  &EBEHK  WRE TE#AERL

ERGLTHE > HEELFERERBIRERFmTHESR > BHEL D
NERAKB R EBRERE REEERSTEHNET > EF2E 25 FREIFH
B LB T RELL N > SEAZE > FFNESINEEE T
7 R RAREEF T B8 > —REORAELCH > BELHERELN
W gAEBERLANRENE/L > N FELEEEAGHRN - AT
BAERMEERET LI BHR A NEAE R Z2MBESRL > fla1ik
HmE o AW 9RE O MARRBUEARESHRIZIEES - WHEEFAR
BT RE o 15 b B A0 5 f F UGS - ATESR KR KER > R g 84 — a3 8 DIl
MOwfE RBER > sE AE AZENEERKRKSE > MAEFE ANRRSZINE
BE - Pl MEMEEN S - WAATH L 2R e RE R MR IR E R A TR
i

TR GHE RAEGEREMBCELITIEE  KAELFIEKREL G
Eaman > HILATEIGE S FRERENAWZEEREN - BEXEFDIHZRR
i DI BAI R R AERE > AIRLERERRAEORNES > EEH
LUy A o e oh > BN (T IR EAUH LS - WERFERE - LFRIEAXH
BMESH MERL EE —F& —WEkFA HEUNELEEHRT
AEEGEGMERATLUEBER « — S EXF > LE-SHME L H M
R R > Mo — R IRT R > BTl R FEETTE > WALEE HIRAERT R



e — 1999F 108 21 H
230 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 October 1999

=

W EHERE - FEEERHERML  HHEEHENLERERSTH > EHCE

MR & B AR > AR IDPAPG & -

HEE o EREORE RS TR R HE S RMWEE
EPIRRE (TR ST > IR B T — B - BT > B T SRR ST A R
F] o 5 7F A 5 09— 4 Py Bk T2 B P BRI TR T 0 3 08 (ELE HE M AL F Bk
EORE - RHEREEA LS A NS BN C R BB - F LUE 17 8
FHGFERET -

ERITBREMMAIET HTH > RESHEMEFUFERIER T - B 2EB
T HBEHEREEIBUSMHEEERER - FELE > BE8ABUFRTHET
T BIANERFT N 7OATEE R RAUAEEET > HIRAADRIRE T MAKME W
BUF R TR > BUFEALIEM - B2 > RREESEER? KME
FHAEFRF  EXATREMREESE NS R - REFHEAEREER - H2 > &
FTUELHF T BEENHEERE REE BN E - 808
EELEAA AR 2G9N g2 BUFH — MR a8 B R Bk e 7 B2 # A AR
FEXEAVFHEN  BRHEZESET #WsZ SEh—% > swET
2R EE party” A EHEREERFIREER T Rl @R ARERETF
£ RBIAMIREEH B SR B 5 A1 > A G FTEYIR DA B - 30 3 AT 6 1
BT e

S AECREEE P # AT S > BERZF I EF AT E
FHEEHEEN > IAIREZEERME KRG RIN—#HME=ZLERZE
> SRR A i EAE H B T 8 — (8 open verdict » R AJFEER » BL2SEIA AN
WhIEH# > TREMRMFTEESAAFTILE > BEBEEGILNE R > BT
MK FABREFACEIEZKERHAE KREGLEFANEHEGTAE
WA REE > WS RAMRENENFHER - BUT & D e M2k —
(B i - EREMAEREN NLRER > G0 RMAEAERREFSF
e El - EREERMLUGY - EEFEFT > B THRINERNLET
H A AT A5 15 g a0 SS B Ay FBI B B 1Y gk A% B 55 > sl Hifth — 2515 > IR B A AR
— & %8 LN RIEB LI E ? R A 1T ? AR A R A R R P
B> DUECRI B B S0 N 3 H) B thH) T 8 open verdict Iy > P M {5 52 12 # 5 (B
Y 37 R A e 7

ERERESEGHE > HALZBFERRIIA KRG A2 #E WS X
H K iEE L4 Hl Police Criminal Evidence Act( X f§ "PACE" ) - f£3& /7 H °
BY Jif 2 & Police Criminal Evidence Act [fj %t 58 hi#E 17 A9 &6 4> » (140 B DNA



e — 1999F 108 21 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 21 October 1999 231

WIfE-HERD FHRAEZE HEREROE 2 MR T 8FEBERE FTM -
REEEFH—HEHN@ SFEF -FRE T - I AREESNE
VEEHANEAIESR > KWEB =FR T > HEEHMA R - B4 K
mERFBEHCER/L > RV EEGEETRFIAMER HERER
BWIRERT I ERAAUSEEFEZEREMLGET -

EREHRAE ( "BRE™ ) HE> REFERHNY > eSS FENEEE
R HE AR PR E H R IL 25 LUK & Y 0 HIE > DLEAEr - 55T A E 25 4F
DREHBERREZN—F - EX  E2WIHELEELES T ALUFHEE
WHE - AN EEEmAT > KA ZBUFEET LB EFHE L > Jh6E
MAEEFNES THFRENTHESRIBA -BEEF  HEEL  BE
ELEHER > REAGAREE Sk EAE ? EFRTH LA ZD T
E?RESHEKMEFBNEAR SR ? ZENHTHE S ZE IR ? 5w A

(i > EETE - ERFEEES  FTHUBRHARMETY - REFEES
EEREREEGEVAEMB2HE > A EFE KA R REMNMEE — HHE i EER
i Y A

Atk o WIBAEIRZ U7 R Al R B — B o BRI A IR 2 P 58 1 0E bR =
WEgd > THEREMIAEEZRE  KAHEZEUTENE AR — T A & 125
HEEE LN > SHIEE  REY R ABREEEXAA  F-EHZF A
REFES L THEL  BARBEAEXRTHUEATHETT HERAENEDR
RREE - AL > i E UG T DUAEE TR R 9 — 1 e

MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, I wish to pay tribute to the
Director of Broadcasting, Miss CHEUNG Man-yee, for her strong leadership in
defending the most widely supported policy of editorial independence, truthful
and balanced reporting in the most popular department of this Government.
She has led the Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) according to the highest
standards of professionalism not just in the past year, but for the past 13 years.
She has upheld the morale in her department whose dedication to professionalism,
unchanged by the change of sovereignty, had contributed hugely to the
maintenance of confidence in Hong Kong.

It is not a policy of her invention. The policy expresses the conviction of
her colleagues in the RTHK, and the expectation of an open and free society such
as Hong Kong. She is only the standard-bearer. But she has been the most
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fearless standard-bearer there is, going into the thick battle with grace and
dignity, without regard for consequences to herself. In removing the standard-
bearer, the Government has not only removed the best person for the job, but has
also sent a clear and negative message to the world, that what she has stood for is
now regarded as an obstruction to the Government's purposes.  This
unsurprisingly has provoked widespread concern and indignation.

I wish to put on record my unreserved support for the staff in the RTHK to
continue to follow their dedicated policy. I have no doubt that the going will be
tougher now but as long as they uphold their professionalism and editorial
independence, I and the whole of Hong Kong will be with them. I and
numerous others will attack without hesitation any departure from the policy and
the betrayal of the public's trust. The public has given its hard-earned money
not to fund a mouthpiece of the Government, but a channel for information and
expression of public opinion.

Madam President, let us remind this Government that independence in
professional practice is a key element of Hong Kong's success. Only an
independent press, including the RTHK, can safeguard the freedom of
information and freedom of speech. The so-called "press council" proposed by
the Law Reform Commission and held up by the Government as some kind of
threat over the free press cannot be supported. The credibility of the whole
exercise, particularly because of the one way the report was written, has now
been tarnished with suspicion. In the report, opinions are quoted out of context.
Legal authorities, for example, on American law, have been cited selectively,
omitting highly relevant restrictions which do not favour the Commission's
recommendation.  This may have been done unintentionally, but as a
consultation document, the report is as flawed as its central proposal is suspect.

In a policy briefing last week, the Director of Administration announced
the Government's categorical rejection of the recommendation for an
independent legal aid authority. This is a bad start for the year.

The Government's reasons are unconvincing. Without casting any doubt
on the integrity of the Director of Legal Aid and his colleagues, it is plain that
those in need of legal aid will have far more faith in the fairness with which the
application will be dealt if legal aid is protected by institutional independence.
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It is argued that the quality of service comes first with the public. This is
true indeed, but where is the basis for saying that services will deteriorate with
independence? The very suggestion goes against common sense. It is then
said that if legal aid goes independent, the Government will have to put a cap on
legal fees. But where is the proof that the present way of running the Legal Aid
Department produces the most cost-effective legal aid services to those in need of
them? It is now a well accepted fact that greater flexibility in financial
management produces the highest efficiency. Where is the Government's
evidence for saying that the legal aid services is an exception to the rule?

In any event, is the Government prepared to give the assurance that legal
costs will remain uncapped so long as legal aid remains to be run by a
government department? Is the Government prepared to guarantee that
government control does not mean restricting legal costs in any way? If the
effect is the same as capping legal costs, why should we not have an independent
legal aid authority? How is the applicant going to have the confidence that his
application will not be rejected because the department is susceptible to pressure,
or will act more like government officials than professionals responsible only to
an independent authority?

Madam President, the legal profession has fought hard and for many years
for an independent legal aid authority. This Council may be sure that the issue
will be probed in the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services.
For legal aid is key to the access to justice, the control of legal aid controls
access. Any lack of independence there, actual or perceived, will harm
confidence in the protection of the rights and freedoms of the individual.

Madam President, the past year has been a year of great turmoil for the
rule of law. One controversy followed hard upon the heel of another. I have
addressed each of them as I perceived my duty to require me to do at the time. 1
have no wish to revisit them on this occasion. But this I do want to say. I
have found it extremely disheartening that however sincere the critics, however
well-qualified they are to voice a view, and however meticulously and
conscientiously they support their views with reason and learning, which would
win the respect anywhere in the world, they have not been allowed to make the
slightest difference to the Government's decisions. Worse, they are regularly
dismissed and belittled, and even attacked as wilful adversaries of the interest of
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the Special Administrative Region (SAR). This is unfair to the critics and
unhealthy for the SAR. For the sake of Hong Kong's future development, I
hope that the Government will find a way to modify its attitude.

Madam President, together with the whole community, the legal
profession has endured a year of severe economic hardship. But we are
determined to survive. There are already new efforts to build up stronger
institutional safeguards of the highest standards which will compete favourably
with the rest of the world. Yet, without our independence and integrity, our
services will be valueless. So, even as the Government is irritated by our
independent view and insistence on speaking out, it must realize that Hong Kong
will be much the worse without these values.

Madam President, I support the motion.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty minutes to Nine o'clock.



