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Q) Hon NG Leung-sing (Oral Reply)

Regarding the Special Finance Scheme for small and medium-sized enterprises

(“SMEs”), will the Government inform this Council whether:

€)] it has assessed the amount of new loans for which the Scheme can

provide guarantees in the next 12 months;

(b) it has assessed if the Scheme had been abused, as well as the
effectiveness of the Scheme in improving the liquidity position of SMEs;

and

(c) it has considered formulating a long-term scheme to help SMEs in

financing, if so; the details of that?
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2) Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung(Oral Reply)

The authorities revealed to this Council in January this year that they hoped to
establish a system for collecting from various organisations comprehensive
information on cases of suicide. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council of:

(@) the progress with regard to the system; whether it has used the
information collected by the system to analyse the relationship of
suicidal behaviour to the economic downturn and unemployment; if so,
of the findings;

(b) the services currently provided to the unemployed to prevent them from
committing suicide; whether it has assessed the effectiveness of these
services; if such services are not available, of the reasons for that; and

(c) the services currently provided to the families of persons who have
committed suicide; whether it has assessed the effectiveness of these
services; if such services are not available, of the reasons for that?
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Hon CHAN Yuen-han(Oral Reply)

Article 36 of the Basic Law stipulates that Hong Kong residents shall have the
right to social welfare in accordance with law. It is learnt that newly arrived Hong
Kong residents are subject to residence requirements when applying for public
housing allocation and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (“CSSA”). In
respect of public housing allocation, the majority of the applicant’s family
members must have lived in Hong Kong for seven years; for CSSA applications,
the applicant must have resided in Hong Kong for 44 weeks. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the legal basis for subjecting such persons to residence requirements
in their applications for public housing and CSSA; and

(b) whether it has assessed if the above requirements are in breach of
Article 36 of the Basic Law; if the outcome of the assessment is
affirmative, of the time it will amend such requirements; if the outcome
is in the negative, of the justifications for that?
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4) Hon LAU Wong-fat(Oral Reply)

At present, diesel-driven machinery such as excavators, bulldozers, high pressure
air-compressors and generators are widely used by contractors in road works and
on construction sites. Such machinery emit a lot of smoke when they are in
operation, causing health hazards to workers, passers-by and residents in the

neighbourhood. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

(@) the legislation regulating the emission of excessive smoke from such
machinery, and the legislative provisions governing smoky machinery;

and

(b) the departments responsible for the enforcement of the relevant
legislation; and the number of inspections carried out by the
departments concerned in relation to emissions of such machinery, as

well as the number of prosecutions instituted, over the past three years?
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5) Hon Kenneth TING(Oral Reply)

It was reported that more than 70 000 container trucks rushed to the Kwai Chung
Container Terminal to effect delivery of containers the day following the passage
of Typhoon York through Hong Kong last month, resulting in serious traffic
congestion in Kwai Chung and Tsuen Wan districts. In this connection, will the

Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it will review as soon as possible the operational mode and
activation time of the Container Port Traffic Liaison Group which has
representatives from the Transport Department, the Police and the trade,

and study how to enhance the operational efficiency of the Group;

(b) of the measures in place to prevent the recurrence of similar traffic

congestion after the passage of a typhoon; and

(c) whether it has plans to discuss with the relevant Mainland authorities
the demand for cross-border freight transport, and to conduct a study on
the development of freight rail to ease the burden of freight transport on

road networks?
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Ir Dr Hon HO Chung-tai(Oral Reply)

When Typhoon York hit Hong Kong last month, the curtain walls of several
government office towers in Wan Chai were seriously damaged. It was reported in
the press that around 400 patches of the curtain walls were broken as a result. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the existing legislation or codes for regulating the installation and
maintenance of curtain walls on buildings;

(b) whether existing legislation requires owners of buildings to arrange for
regular inspection of the curtain walls; and

(c) whether it will consider establishing a task force to assess the effects of
Hong Kong’s climate on curtain walls, the designs and materials to be
used and the installation procedures for curtain walls, and to review the
relevant standards?



WO ZHEERL (HPER)

B 47 BT 8 10 (n ST U RIES BT MR
T e MR BN EONF TR A
(=) P AP PSR 7“”*'7 RS A

AU MRSy eI RS o T R T E 17 S R
TR BT % PR RS 5
1 e .zr—r Fl[ﬂt" I,FI v

—n ﬁ'vu

(: ) éJFI H[/ﬁ 3:'& dﬂ j['g'?ffzgﬁgjfjképl%[ﬁﬁﬁ[ :
o i = A Oy LSS S o RUREL

—

@) Hon LEE Kai-ming (Written Reply)

It was reported that during the summer vacation this year, more than 10 students
were injured at work while being employed as summer job workers. In this

connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

(@) it has examined if there is any urgent need for amending the relevant
legislation to prohibit employers from allowing untrained workers to
operate machinery involving a certain degree of danger, and to revise
the categories of machinery which must be operated by properly trained
workers; if legislative amendments are considered unnecessary at this

stage, of the reasons for that; and

(b) it has any plan to introduce legislative amendments to impose heavier
penalty on employers who fail to provide proper safety equipment for

their employees; if not, of the reasons for that?
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Hon Christine LOH (Written Reply)

At the meeting of the Home Affairs Panel of the Legislative Council on 20
December 1996, the Administration informed the Panel that it had compiled a list
of about 1 000 private buildings with potential fire and safety hazards for building
management improvement. The Administration also committed on 5 March 1997
to provide the Legislative Council with an updated list each year. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

€)] the respective numbers of such buildings that have since been
demolished, undertaken improvement to the satisfaction of the
Administration, or remain on the list;

(b) the number of buildings added onto the list since 1996; and

(c) the action that the Administration will take to exhaust the list and the
estimated time for this being achieved?

CRIF

o
s
E

—igly
—

T 1996 = 12 F] 20 [V pE R A P E Eﬁﬁﬁ%_F , FIT(]‘E"I’E”B
fﬁﬂqn %“EF? ﬁ“ﬂ* bR g B B = W 1000 @?ijglf",‘i
f%;,WBHEE:L:?IL%_ %%[cly#[@iﬁrﬁlgﬁ kﬁz\@of;ﬁf 3l
AT 1997 & 3 S E[PFHJ@ RS N T L E R R e

Bl o mhi= o PO R

(=) riF Efl’t[lﬂulﬁﬁ u[;fgl'qa;_rrﬂﬂé# Ijﬁ\ﬂirﬁ
’5, FIEE R R /“#F C S B D

(=) Fr1996 & &) 2 P~ * & o @i >

(=) By mﬁf <V e R R S TR TR G e
NS T AR AR El;’rﬁ‘?ﬁ"@lﬁﬁi‘jéiﬂ



#(9)

(9)

MERRE  (FE R

T

LJV{]‘F[ 7\415{&[:%&'1 [19963?%_—", :

(=) 5y 2 B = g Ot A R DR R RE P R R

EI kK
(Z) 3*“'/%5&7%5%@ [ [ RE 2 A S T H%lﬂ;guw Y

A R BEED o T 73"5'[ HUEp 2 D il 2 fh 55y K B P
o

Hon CHAN Wing-chan (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of the annual statistics in respect of the

following since 1996:

(@) the number of enquiries received by the Labour Department in relation

to pregnancy of foreign domestic helpers; and

(b) the number of labour disputes in connection with pregnancy of foreign
domestic helpers that were mediated by the Labour Department and,
among them, the number of those which were filed with the Labour

Tribunal for adjudication?
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Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written Reply)

With regard to the advance collection of tuition fees from new students by the
institutions funded by the University Grants Committee, will the Government
inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

whether it knows:

0] the due dates for new students to pay their tuition fees as
required by each institution in the past and current academic
year;

(i) how these institutions determine the percentage of tuition fees

to be paid by new students before an academic year begins;
and the rules set for refund of the tuition fees fully or partially
paid by new students who have applied for withdrawal before
the academic year begins;

(D) the respective numbers of new students who had paid their
tuition fees fully or partially but applied for withdrawal before
the new academic year began in the past and current academic
year in each of these institutions; their respective total
amounts of income from the non-refundable tuition fee; and

whether it will urge these institutions to effect refund of the tuition fees
paid by new students who have applied for withdrawal before the new
academic year begins?
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(11) Hon Emily LAU (Written Reply)

The Department of Justice appointed last month a special adviser remunerated at
point 3 of the Directorate pay scale to deal specially with matters related to the
Legislative Council. In this connection, will the Executive Authorities inform this

Council:

() of the reasons for appointing such an adviser;

(b) of the duties of the adviser; and

(c) whether the scope of the duties of the adviser is confined to handling

matters related to the Legislative Council and whether he is mainly
responsible for public relations or providing legal advice?
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Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the respective current costs of pre-employment training for general
medical practitioners and paramedical personnel, including registered
nurses, pharmacists, occupational therapists, physiotherapists and
optometrists; and the percentages of the costs shared between the

Government and these trainees respectively; and

(b) whether comparison has been made between the above-mentioned
training costs borne by public funds and the relevant public expenditure
incurred in advanced countries such as the United Kingdom, the United
States, Canada and Australia; if so, of the results of the comparison; if
not, of the reasons for that and whether there is any plan to make such
comparison; if there is such plan, of the time such comparison will take

place?
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Dr Hon Philip WONG (Written Reply)

In respect of the Hong Kong Futures Exchange’s plan to replace the open outcry

system for trading Hang Seng Index Futures and Options contracts with an

electronic order matching system, will the Government inform this Council

whether it knows:

(a)

(b)

if comprehensive stress tests on the new system have been conducted; if
so, of the problems uncovered and whether and how they were solved; if
the problems are yet to be solved, when and how they will be solved:;
and

if a contingency plan has been formulated to cope with failure of the

system during live operation?
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Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

An onslaught of typhoon on Hong Kong at the end of August this year caused
landslides in many parts of the territory. Certain sections of South Lantau Road
on Lantau Island had to be closed for this reason for a number of days, causing
serious disruption to the flow of traffic between the southern and northern parts of
Lantau. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the existing number of high risk slopes along both sides of South
Lantau Road and Tung Chung Road on Lantau;

(b) whether these slopes are regularly inspected; and whether there is any
plan to carry out comprehensive slope maintenance works; if not, of the
reasons for that; and

(c) whether it will consider advancing the construction of the north-south
road link between Tai Ho Wan and Mui Wo, so as to improve the flow
of traffic between the southern and northern parts of Lantau as well as
facilitate the development of Lantau; if not, of the reasons for that?
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

At present, most Octopus Add Value Machines (“AVMs”) are installed at stations
of the Kowloon-Canton Railway and the Mass Transit Railway, ferry piers and in
24-hour convenience stores. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council whether it knows if AVMs have been or will be installed at other places;
if so, of the details of that?
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Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written Reply)

In respect of the Employees Retraining Scheme, will the Government inform this

Council of the following in each of the past three years:

(a) the amount of money appropriated to each training body listed under the

Scheme for organising retraining programmes; and

(b) the total amount of instruction hours of, money spent on and the total

number of retrainees in each course?
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a7 Hon CHAN Kwok-keung (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council whether it knows:

(a)

(b)

the respective number of funding applications made in each year to the
Hong Kong Jockey Club and the Lotteries Fund by statutory bodies or
boards and committees receiving support services from various
government departments since 1996; the nature of the items involved;
the respective numbers of successful cases among these applications and

those with grants exceeding four million dollars; and

the criteria and procedure adopted by the Hong Kong Jockey Club and
the Subventions and Lotteries Fund Advisory Committee for examining

and approving these funding applications?
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Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

Regarding the dissemination of information on the availability of Secondary 6

(“S6”) places by the Education Department (“ED”) to Secondary 5 graduates

during the S6 Admission period, will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

of the criteria adopted by the ED for deciding on the Internet service
providers (“ISPs”) to be invited to bid for the provision of service for
disseminating information on the availability of S6 places through the
Internet, and the number of ISPs invited to bid this year; whether the ED
will consider inviting all licensed ISPs to bid for the provision of such

service next year; if not, of the reasons for that;

whether the ED, in commissioning the ISP concerned to provide the
above service, has requested it to pay attention to the corporate image
projected by its advertisements; whether comments have been received
from schools regarding the commissioning of that ISP for the provision
of such service; if so, of the details of that, and whether there have been
complaints by religious and women organizations that the

advertisements are discriminatory;

whether the network was jammed and the transmission of data slowed
down on the Internet as a result of a flood of enquiries; if so, of the

improvement measures that will be put in place next year; and

whether it has reviewed the effectiveness of disseminating information
on the availability of S6 places through the Internet and pagers; if so, of

the results of the review and the areas that need improvements?
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Dr Hon LUI Ming-wah (Written Reply)

As the possibility of serious earthquakes occurring in Hong Kong cannot be ruled
out entirely, will the Government inform this Council whether:

(a)

(b)

apart from highways and railways, high-rise building blocks and other
large buildings in Hong Kong are required structurally to be capable of
sustaining the impact of earthquakes with strengths at point five to six
on the Richter scale; if not, of the reasons for that; and whether such a
requirement is dispensed with on the grounds that wind loads are
already factored into the structural design of high-rise blocks; and

it will consider amending the relevant legislation or codes of practice to
provide that the structure of newly built large buildings or high-rise
building blocks should be capable of sustaining the impact of
earthquakes with strengths at point five to six on the Richter scale; if not,
of the reasons for that?
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Hon Fred L1 Wah-ming (Written Reply)

It is reported that in the past few months, the Central People’s Government has
rejected applications for warships of the United States to stop over in Hong Kong
waters and the Pope’s proposed visit to Hong Kong. It is noted that as the Vatican
is maintaining diplomatic relations with Taiwan, the proposed visit to Hong Kong
by the Pope involves foreign affairs. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council whether:

(@) the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“*“HKSAR”)
Government had liaised with and presented views to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs before the Central People’s Government made decisions
on the above applications; if so, of the time such liaison was made and
the details of the views presented;

(b) the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has informed the HKSAR Government
of the reasons for rejecting the applications; if so, of the reasons given
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and

(c) any visits to Hong Kong have been made by the heads or officials of
states which are maintaining diplomatic relations with Taiwan since
Hong Kong’s reunification with China so, of a list of these visitors
together with the dates of their visits; if to Hong Kong?



