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Member will ask the question in this language
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Youth Pre-employment Training Programme
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Hon Timothy FOK (Oral reply)

| was told that during his visit to Bangkok during the Asian Games in 1998,
the Secretary for Home Affairs told Hong Kong athletes that he would
discuss with the Agriculture and Fisheries Department about relaxing the
relevant restrictions to allow down-hill and track cyclists practising cycling
on the trails of country parks. In this connection, will the Government

inform this Council of the progress of discussion?
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Reducing styrofoam waste
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Hon Emily LAU (Oral reply)

A recent survey conducted by the City University found that six in ten Hong
Kong doctors support euthanasia and would comply with a patient's request
to turn off a lift-support system. The survey also found that 66 percent of
the respondents think euthanasia should not be unlawful: 60 percent support
active euthanasia while 48 percent back non-voluntary euthanasia. Will the
Executive Authorities inform this Council:

@) whether any study has been conducted on this subject;

(b) Hospital Authority guidelines on resuscitating dying patients;

(c) details of the Medical Council's proposed amendments to the
medical practitioners' Code of Conduct on Guidelines for passive

euthanasia; and

(d) whether there are plans to consult the community on this subject?

(BfHEED)

(to be revised)
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Senoir officials attending business promotional activities
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Business English Programme
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Control the spread of influenza
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Taxation of transactions conducted electronically
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Regulation of health foods
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Hon Christine L OH (Written reply)

The School-Based Support Scheme provides grants on a per-student basis to
schools which have admitted children born in and newly arrived from the
Mainland China. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

@) of the reasons for excluding newly arrived children who were not
born in the Mainland from the Scheme, and whether the
Administration will extend the Scheme to include them;

(b) of the measures that the Administration has taken and will take to
meet the special education needs of the newly arrived children
excluded from the Scheme; and

(c) given that segregation by the place of birth effectively means
segregation by races, whether it has assessed if the exclusion of non-
Mainland-born children from the Scheme is in breach of the Hong
Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance (Cap. 383) if the assessment result is
the negative, the rationale for that?
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Law enforcement action against driving under the influence of alcohol
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#(12) HonEmily LAU (Written reply)

Will the Executive Authorities inform this Council whether it has requested
or it will request the Central People's Government to release the views of the
Committee for the Basic Law which were submitted to the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress ("NPCSC") before NPCSC
gave an interpretation of the Basic Law in June 1999; if they will be released,

of the time this will be done; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon Christine L OH (Written reply)

In the revised Concluding Comments of the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women on the Initial report on the HKSAR under
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, it is stated that the Government's Policy Groups, chaired by the
Chief Secretary, ensures the coordination among the various bureaux on all
matters concerning women. Will the Administration inform this Council
that in 1999:

@) how may times women's issues were discussed in the Policy
Groups;
(b) what were the outcomes of those discussions, whether any

initiatives were made and what were they; and

(c) when discussion will take place concerning the seven reservations
and declaration made for them to be removed?
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Emergency plans for fires occurring in MTR premises
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Breakdown of a computer system of the Hong Kong Futures Exchange
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

The Air Pollution Indexes ("API") recorded by general and roadside
monitoring stations reached record level, on 30 December last year and for
several days following that, it was learnt that the poor air quality was caused
by a very still wind condition and air pollutants produced in the Pearl River
Delta region brought in by air stream. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council of the concerted efforts that the HKSAR
Government and the Guangdong Provincial Government have made or will

make in combating regional air pollution?
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Fire safety of flats with several cubicles
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An accident involving a ferry
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Discrimination in schools against newly arrived children
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Allocation of Secondary Six places
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