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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Expenditure on Capital Works in the past and future three years
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Hon HUI Cheung-ching (Oral Reply)

In reply to my question at the Legislative Council meeting on 16 December
1998, the Government said that it had adopted a series of measures to
enhance the competitiveness of Hong Kong's container terminals and
container freight industry. In 1999, the volumes of trade between the
Mainland and Japan, the United States and the European Union registered
two-digit growth rates, while the volume of trade between Hong Kong and
the Mainland declined by 3.5%. Moreover, the ranking of Hong Kong
among the Mainland's trade partners had also dropped from third to fourth.
On the other hand, as China is about to join the World Trade Organization
("WTQ"), direct trade between the Mainland and other member states of the
WTO will continue to increase. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@) of the progress of implementing these measures;

(b) whether it has looked into the reasons for the decline in the volume
of trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland despite the
implementation of these measures; if it has, of the details; and

(©) whether any strategies are in place to help Hong Kong's trades and
industries to reverse the downward trend of the volume of trade
between Hong Kong and the Mainland?
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Village representative elections
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Reduction of pension benefits by employers
under the guise of joining the MPF Schemes
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Use of slopes beside public roads for advertisement
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Health hazard of repeated use of cooking oil
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Processing of applications for small houses
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Hon Cyd HO (Written reply)

Regarding the handling of complaints received by the Immigration
Department about its service, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

()

among the complaints received in each of the past three years:

Q) the number of withdrawn cases and whether it knows the
reasons for withdrawal;

(i) the number of cases which could not be investigated and
the reasons for that; and

(iii) a breakdown of the justified cases by the disciplinary
actions taken against the civil servants concerned;

the number and contents of the recommendations on the
improvement of existing policies and procedure made by the
Complaints Review Working Party in the past three years, and the
progress of the implementation of such recommendations;

whether the complainants are informed of the findings of the
investigation; if not, of the reasons for that;

whether it will consider video-taping all interviews conducted with
persons suspected of holding forged travel documents at border
control points, so as to facilitate the investigation of relevant
complaints; if it will, of the timing for its implementation; if not,
of the reasons for that; and

whether it will consider putting in place a more independent
mechanism for handling and investigating complaints?
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€)] Hon LAW Chi-kwong (Written Reply)

It is learnt that "Aricept”, a complimentary medicine from pharmaceutical
companies, is prescribed by doctors of the Hospital Authority ("HA") for
patients suffering from Alzheimer’s disease (commonly known as "senile
dementia™). In this connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether it knows:

@) how the medicine compares with other medicines for the treatment
of Alzheimer's disease in terms of curative effects, side effects and
price; and

(b) if the HA has any plan to purchase the medicine by itself; if so, the

estimated annual expenditure thereon; if not, why not?
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Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

It was reported that there could be landmines still buried underground at the
border area, which were planted there during the riots in 1967. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

@) it has assessed if there are landmines still buried underground at
the border area; if the assessment result is in the positive, of the
measures it will take to ensure the public's safety; and

(b) it has kept records of cases in which landmines buried underground
at the border area exploded since 1967; if so, of the number of
such cases and the casualties resulted?
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Uploading of Government Gazette on Government web-sites
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council of the mechanism whereby it
promotes the restoration of vacant buildings of historical interest (such as
the former Wan Chai Police Station and the Yaumatei Theatre) and
authorizes a change of their use; as well as the role of the Leisure and
Cultural Services Department in the mechanism?
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Dr Hon David LI (Written reply)

It was estimated in the Hong Kong Council on Smoking and Health's recent
report that 1.14 million non-smokers are suffering from passive smoking at
work. In view of the health hazards of passive smoking, will the
Government inform this Council if it will consider introducing legislation
to impose a total ban on smoking at indoor workplaces; if it will, of the
specific timetable; if not, of the reasons for that?
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Operation of Government Supplies Department's Electronic Tender
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Disposal of surplus quarters
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Hon Christine LOH (Written Reply)

Regarding racial discrimination in Hong Kong, will the Administration
inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

whether it has assessed if racial discrimination is prevalent in Hong
Kong; if it has, of the findings;

of the existing respective channels through which an aggrieved
person can seek redress for being racially discriminated against by
acts of:

Q) the Government or a public body; or

(i) other parties;

if there are no such channels, whether it will consider ways to help
such aggrieved persons; if it will not, of the reasons for that;

whether it has adopted a policy that redress channels should be
made available to all aggrieved persons who have been subjected to
racial discrimination acts; if not, of the reasons for that; and

whether it will consider requesting the Central People's Government
to make a declaration for Hong Kong in accordance with Article 14
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, that the Hong Kong Government recognizes
the competence of the Committee of the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination of the United Nations to receive and consider
communications from Hong Kong residents or organizations
claiming to be victims of a violation by the Hong Kong Government
of any rights set forth in the Convention?
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Hon Emily LAU (Written Reply)

The Administration informed this Council on 5 January this year that the
Chief Executive and the Chief Justice of the Court of Final Appeal ("Chief
Justice™) had met four times in the past 12 months to discuss matters
relating to the resourcing of the Judiciary, legislative proposals which
would impact on the Judiciary and matters of mutual concern to the
Judiciary and the community. In this connection, will the Executive
Authorities inform this Council whether:

@) the above matters discussed fall within the purview of the
Judiciary Administrator; if so, of the reasons for the Chief
Executive's meeting the Chief Justice to discuss those matters;
and

(b) the Chief Executive and the Chief Justice will cease such
meetings so as to avoid damaging the public's perception of
judicial independence?
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Use of Octopus cards in public transport
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Management of leisure and cultural services after the dissolution of
Provisional Municipal Councils
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Breach of the water Pollution Control Ordinance by the MTRC
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